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The  compiler  of  this  history  of  old  Braintree  and  Quincy  has 
endeavored  to  give  a  correct  and  faithful  account  of  it.  No  one 
is  more  sensible  than  he  of  its  deficiencies  and  shortcomings, 
which  the  reader  must  attribute  to  the  want  of  skill  in  book- 
making.  He,  as  Strypc  relates  in  his  annals,  has  "chosen  to  set 
down  things  in  the  very  words  of  the  records  and  originals,  and 
of  the  authors  themselves,  rather  than  in  my  own,  without  fram- 
ing and  dressing  them  in  more  modern  language,  whereby  the 
sense  is  sure  to  remain  entire  as  the  writers  meant  it;  whereas, 
by  affecting  too  curiously  to  change  and  model  words  and  sen- 
tences, I  have  observed  the  sense  itself  to  be  often  marred  and 
disguised." 

For  some  years  a  history  of  old  Braintree  and  Quincy  has 
been  demanded,  and  efforts  have  been  made  in  the  town  to  have 
one  published,  but  without  success.  April  4th,  1842,  the  town 
in  public  meeting  assembled,  chose  an  able  committee  to  wait 
Oil  the  lion.  John  Q.  Adams,  and  request  him  to  write  a  history 
of  old  Braintree  and  Quincy,  which  request  was  with  regret 
declined,  for  the  want  of  time  from  important  public  duties. 
In  1827-8,  Rev.  Geo.  Whitney  published  his  history  of  Quincy 
in  pamphlet  form,  of  sixty-four  pages,  which  was  valuable  for 
the  time,  but  was  largely  traditional.  Hancock,  Cutler  and 
Lmil's  century  sermons,  with  occasional  public  addresses,  con- 
tain all  the  written  knowledge  of  the  town.  It  is  somewhat 
singular  that  a  town  so  noted  and  distinguished  as  old  Braintree 
and  Quincy,  should  remain  so  long  without  a  published  record 
of  her  public  events;  a  town  that  has  furnished  two  presidents 
of  the  United  States;  the  first  president  of  the  Provincial  and 
second  of  the  Continental  Congress;  eminent  diplomatists,  who 
ably  and  faithfully  served  their  country  in  foreign  courts  of  En- 
rope,  viz.:  Russia,  Germany,  Holland,  Fiance,  Great  Britain 
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and  others;  profound  judges,  noted  jurists,  and  many  other  per- 
sons eminent  in  the  public  walks  of  life ;  two  presidents  of  Har- 
vard University,  and  one  tutor,  Mr.  Henry  Flynt,  who  taught 
the  youth  in  the  earlier  days  of  its  existence  longer  than  any 
other  person,  and  longer  than  the  corporation  desired  that  any 
other  person  should  teach,  as  after  his  death,  a  rule  of  limitation 
was  enacted  by  the  board  of  III  ail  agger*.1    The  first  governor  of 

 :  

1.  "  Tutor  Flynt,  son  of  the  Rev.  J  ok  i  ah  Flynt,  of  Dorchester,  and  grandson 
of  the  Roy.  Henry  Flynt,  of  old  Braintree,  woe  born  in  107CJ.  His  early  youth 
and  moat  of  his  life  were  passed,  either  as  a  student  or  instructor,  within  the 
walls  of  Harvard  College.  He  held  the  office  of  tutor  fifty-live  years.  During 
sixty  yoars  ho  was  felluw  of  thu  corporation,  and  through  almost  tho  whole 
period  he  also  served  as  clerk  of  the  Hoard  of  Overseers.  He  was  respected  hy 
his  contemporaries,  and  his  uamo  and  character  thus  intimately  inturwovou 
with  the  history  of  the  College,  long  continued  favorite  topics  of  reminiscence 
among  its  graduates.  His  learning  and  ability  were  sufficient  for  the  several 
stations  he  occupied,  aud  his  zeal  and  fidelity  iu  the  discharge  of  his  duty  were 
unsurpassed.  His  long  continuance  in  office  evidences  that  ho  was  useful  and 
acceptublo.  He  was  mild  in  his  notions  of  government,  an  advocato  of  gentle- 
ness in  puuishiug  offeuders,  aud  although  the  custom  of  the  age  required  great 
solemnity  in  administering  discipline,  tradition  represents  him  to  havo  been 
ever  ready  to  temper  severity  with  a  smile,  often  apologizing  to  them  by  re- 
marking that  1  wild  colts  make  good  horses.'  Ity  constitutional  temperament 
Flynt  was  inclined  to  lirinuess  and  moderation.  Possessing  a  clear  and  dis- 
criminating intellect,  he  was  also  characterized  by  great  steadfastness  in  opin- 
ion, but  without  obstinacy  or  obtrusiveuess.  In  the  religious  controversies 
which  divided  the  Froviuce  and  broko  tho  peaco  of  the  college,  he  ofteuor 
kept  aloof  than  mingled,  '  thanking  Cod  for  their  ignorance  who  thought 
him  not  Orthodox.'  When  occasion  called,  he  preached  discourses — serious, 
practical,  aud  instructive,  leaving  doctrinal  disputes  to  tho  contentious. 

"  Tho  experiment  of  a  tutor  suvoiity-nioo  years  of  ago  was  sufficiently  incon- 
venient, and  caused  tho  government  of  tho  institution  to  guard  against  a  simi- 
lar occurrence  in  the  future.  Soon  after  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Flynt,  a  vote 
passed  both  boards  "  that  no  person  choseu  henceforward  into  the  office  of 
tutor  shall  abide  therein  more  than  eight  years."— Quiucy's  Hist,  of  Harvard 
College,  Vol.  II,  pp.  Sl-J. 

"At  the  time  of  au  earthquake,  when  some  students  who  had  been  waked  up 
by  tho  noise  aud  shakiug,  rau  to  the  room  of  their  old,  res]>ected  tutor,  as  if  for 
shelter  from  nature's  rage,  he  calmly  said  to  them,  '  1'oh,  boys!  go  back  to  your 
room;  earthquakes  never  do  any  harm  iu  these  high  latitudes.'  In  his  cor- 
poral appearance,  he  was  rather  short  aud  thick  set.  Some  twenty  sermous  of 
his,  and  a  Latin  oration  at  tho  interment  of  President  Wadsworth,  were  pub- 
lished." 

The  following  anecdote  is  au  extract  from  an  outortaiuiug  uarrative  writteu 
by  David  Bewail,  of  a  journey  from  Cambridge  to  Portsmouth,  in  1754,  made 
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the  old  Commonwealth  was  a  native  of  the  North  Precinct  of 
Braintrce,  and  the  country  has  been  ably  represented  in  her 
congressional  Imlls  by  some  of  her  citizens. 

Not  only  has  the  town  l>ccn  distinguished  for  it*  noted  individ- 

by  Tutor  Flynt,  of  Harvard  College,  and  Mr.  Sewoll,  then  an  undergraduate — 
afterward*  Judge  Sewall,  and  friend  of  President  John  Adam*,  among  whoso 
paper*  this  manuscript  vm  found,  and  read  by  tho  Hon.  Charles  F.  Adams 
before  the  Massachusetts  Historical  8ociety  in  187S.  This  narrative  was  pub- 
lished by  tho  society,  and  is  now  to  be  found  among  its  printed  proceedings:— 

"After  dinner,  we  passed  through  North  Hampton  to  Greenland,  and  after 
romine  to  a  smnll  riso  of  tho  rood,  the  hills  on  tho  north  of  Piscatnqna  Itlver 
appearing  in  view,  and  a  conversation  piuvtcd  lwstween  us  respecting  ono  of  thorn 
which  he  said  was  Frost  Hill.  I  said  it  was  Agamcntiens,  a  largo  hill  in  York. 
We  differed  in  opinion,  and  each  of  us  adhered  to  his  own  idoa  of  the  subject. 
Dnring  this  conversation,  while  we  were  descending  gradually  at  a  moderate 
pace,  and  at  a  small  distance  and  in  full  view  of  Clark's  tavern,  tbe  ground 
being  a  little  sandy  but  free  from  stones  or  obstructions  of  any  kind,  the  horse 
somehow  stumbled  in  so  sudden  a  manner,  the  boot  of  the  chair  being  loose 
on  Mr.  Flynt's  side,  threw  Mr.  Flynt  headlong  from  the  carriage  into  the  road ; 
and  the  stoppage  lieing  so  sudden,  had  not  the  boot  been  fastened  on  my  side,  I 
might  probably  Itavo  been  thrown  out  likewise.  The  horse  sprang  up  quickly, 
and  with  some  difficulty  I  so  gidded  the  chair  as  to  prevent  the  wheel  passing 
over  him;  when  1  halted  and  jnin|>ed  out,  being  approhousivo  from  tho  manner 
in  which  the  old  gentleman  was  thrown  out,  it  must  have  broken  his  neck. 
Several  persons  at  the  tavern  noticed  the  occurrence,  and  immediately  came  to 
aashjt  Mr.  Flynt;  and,  after  rising,  found  him  able  to  walk  to  the  house,  and 
after  washing  his  face  and  head  with  some  water,  found  tbe  skin  rubbed  off  his 
forehead  in  two  or  three  places,  to  which  a  young  lady,  a  sister  of  William  Par- 
ker, Jr.,  who  had  come  out  from  Portsmouth  with  him  and  some  others  that 
afternoon,  applied  some  court  plaster.  After  which,  we  had  among  us  two  or 
three  singlo  bowls  of  lemon  punch,  made  pretty  sweet,  with  which  we  refreshed 
ourselves,  and  became  very  cheerful.  The  gentlemen  were  John  Wendell, 
William  Parker,  Jr.,  and  Nathaniel  Treadwell,  a  young  gentleman  who  was 
paying  suit  to  Miss  Parker.  Mr.  Flynt  obsorvod,  ho  felt  very  well,  notwith- 
standing his  fall  from  the  chair,  and  if  ho  had  not  disfigured  himself  he  did 
not  valno  it.  Ho  would  not  say  tho  fault  was  in  tho  driver;  but  ho  rather 
thought  ho  was  looking  too  much  on  those  hills.  John  Wondoll  was  just  upon 
tho  point  of  marrying  to  a  Miss  Wcntworth,  and  he  [Flynt]  was  asked  if  he 
had  como  at  this  time  to  attend  tho  wedding.  He  replied  ho  had  not  made  tho 
journey  with  that  intent,  but  if  it  happened  whilo  he  was  at  Portsmouth,  ho 
should  havo  no  objection  of  attending  it. 

"  I  was  directed  to  pay  for  one  bowl  of  the  punch  and  the  oats  our  horso  bad 
received,  after  which  wo  proceeded  on  towards  Portsmouth;  Mr.  Treadwell  and 
Miss  Parker  preceded  us  in  an  open  chair.  William  Parker  was  going  on  to 
Kensington,  where  ho  was  employed  in  keeping  school,  and  J.  Wendell  re- 
turned on  horseback  to  Portsmouth.     The  punch  wo  had  partaken  of  was 
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mil*,  but  for  its  attempt  in  the  early  history  of  the  Colonics,  to 
establish  several  important  ami  valuable  industries.  The  first 
was  the  establishment  of  an  iron  manufactory,  in  1G4H;  in  Pro- 
vincial times,  glass  works,  spermaceti,  salt  works  ami  stocking  * 
weaving.  The  first  and  largest  merchant  ship  for  the  East  India 
trade  was  constructed  within  her  limits.  From  her  soil  was  dug 
the  first  huge  boulders  of  syenite  as  a  material  for  the  construc- 
tion of  substantial  public  and  private  buildings,  which  have 
adorned  our  cities  and  towns.  In  the  western  section  of  the 
village  was  built  the  first  railroad  in  the  United  States,  on 
Avhich  the  first  serious  and  fatal  accident  happened  in  New 
England.  As  far  as  the  author  can  learn,  the  North  Precinct  of 
Braintree  was  the  first  town  in  the  Colony  to  construct  its 
mecting-houso  of  stone.  It  was  here  that  the  first  principles  of 
liberal  theology  were  taught  by  that  able  divine,  the  Hev.  John 

pretty  well  charged  with  good  old  spirit,  and  Father  Flynt  was  very  pleasant 
and  sociable.  About  a  mile  distant  from  the  town  there  is  a  road  that  turns  off 
at  right  angles  (called  the  Creek  I  toad)  into  town,  into  which  Mr.  Tremlwell 
and  Mis.H  Parker  (who  afterwards  married  Captain  Adams)  entered  with  their 
chair.  Upon  which  Mr.  Flint  turned  his  face  to  rue  and  said,  'Aye,  prithee, 
I  do  not  understand  their  motions;  but  the  Scripture  says,  'The  way  of  a  man 
with  a  maid  is  very  mysterious.'  " 

It  was  the  custom  in  the  early  days  of  the  college  for  students  to  present  their 
tutor  or  professor  who  had  heard  their  yearly  recitations,  a  present  of  some 
kind.  Hall,  in  his  book  of  college  words  and  customs,  page  1122,  relates  the 
followiug  anecdote  in  relation  to  a  present  given  to  Tutor  Flynt:— 

"  Many  years  ago,  some  of  the  students  of  Harvard  College  wishing  to  make 
a  present  to  their  tutor,  Mr.  Flynt,  called  on  him,  informed  him  of  their  inten- 
tions and  requested  him  to  select  a  gift  which  would  be  acceptable  to  him.  He 
replied  that  he  waa  a  single  man,  that  ho  already  had  a  well-rllled  library,  and 
in  reality,  wanted  nothing.  The  students,  not  all  satisfied  with  this  answer, 
determined  to  present  him  with  a  silver  chamber  pot.  One  was  accordingly 
made  of  the  appropriate  dimensions,  and  inscribed  with  these  words— 

'  Mingert  cum  bomb  it 
Ret  e»t  saluberrima  lumbi$.' 

"On  the  morning  of  Commencement  Day,  this  was  borne  in  procession,  in 
a  morocco  case,  and  presented  to  the  tutor.  Tradition  does  not  say  with  what 
feelings  be  received  it,  but  it  remained  for  many  years  In  a  room  in  Quincy, 
[This  room  is  still  called  Flynt's  study  in  the  house  now  ocoupied  by  Mr.  1'etor 
Butler,  on  Haucock  street]  where  he  wan  accustomed  to  spend  his  Saturdays 
and  Sundays,  and  Anally  disappeared  about  the  beginning  of  tho  Revolution- 
ary War.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  carried  to  England."  Tradition  does 
dot  relate  whether  it  was  deposited  as  a  curiosity  iu  the  British  Museum  or  not. 
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Wheelwright,  in  1636,  which  so  much  annoyed  the  Separatists ; 
the  germ  of  which  was  never  eradicated,  as  it  continued  to  grow  ' 
until  it  burst  forth  in  the  full  sunlight  of  its  glory  under  the 
ministrations  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Rriant,  which  society  continues  to 
exist  as  the  First  Church  of  the  town.  Calvinism  did  not  get 
a  foothold  in  the  old  North  Precinct  of  Braintree  until  1831. 
He  has  given  these  incidents  in  no  boasting  manner,  but  only 
to  illustrate  the  many  important  events  to  be  found  in  her 
history. 

He  regrets  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  give  a  more  extended 
nkntdi  of  the  first  church  of  Randolph.  At  the  timo  ho  was 
writing  up  the  churches,  he  desired  the  clergyman  of  this 
parish  to  furnish  the  material  for  it,  but  parochial  duties  so 
absorbed  his  time  that  he  was  unable  to  comply  with  the  re- 
quest. Hence  the  reason  why  so  brief  a  history  of  this  old 
church  has  been  given. 

It  was  his  intention  to  have  given  sketches  of  the  old  land- 
marks of  the  town,  but  as  the  volume  had  greatly  exceeded  its 
specified  limits,  the  publishers  considered  it  not  expedient.  As 
he  has  the  material  it  is  his  intention,  at  some  future  time,  to 
have  it  published  in  a  separate  volume. 

The  town  records  for  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  aftor 
its  incoqjoration,  are  quite  irregular  and  imperfect.  After  that 
period  they  proceed  in  regular  order.  For  this  early  period  of 
the  town's  history  much  more  information  can  be  gleaned  from 
the  Massachusetts  Colonial  Records.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  First  Church  records,  covering  the  period  of  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Tompson  and  Flint's  pastorate,  are  not  to  be  found,  as 
they  might  throw  some  light  on  the  building  of  the  first  stone 
meeting-house.  They  were  in  existence  at  the  time  of  the  Rev. 
John  Hancock's  pastorate,  as  he  makes  frequent  mention  <>f 
them;  after  this  they  seem  to  have  disappeared.  Also,  the 
book  of  possessions  which  contained  a  record  of  the  allotments 
and  divisions  of  the  town's  lands.  The  North  Precinct  records 
begin  in  December,  1708,  immediately  after  the  separation  of 
the  second  church  from  the  first,  and  Mr.  John  Marshall  (whose 
manuscript  journal,  hereafter  referred  to,  is  still  to  be  seen  in 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Library)  was  the  first  precinct 
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clerk.  This  record  embraces  the  period  from  1708  to  1792,  or 
to  the  time  of  the  separation  of  the  North  Precinct  from  Brain- 
tree,  and  incorporated  as  the  town  of  Qnincy.  From  its  incor- 
poration the  parochial  and  town  matters  will  bo  found  blended 
together  in  the  town  records,  until  the  final  dissolution  of 
church  and  town,  iu  1824. 

This  volumo  has  been  compiled  by  topics,  rather  than  in  a 
chronological  order.  This  he  thinks  the  better  method  for  a 
local  town  history.  The  matter  has  not  been  as  methodically 
arranged  as  ho  had  desired,  or  intended  it  should  have  been  ; 
the  delay  in  receiving  important  facts  obliged  him  to  give  them 
somewhat  out  of  the  regular  order.  Ill  health  and  business 
engagements  is  the  compiler's  apology  for  its  many  short  com- 
ings. Ho  would  bo  greatly  obliged  to  any  one  who  will  supply 
any  valuable  matter,  or  facts  that  may  have  been  omitted  or 
overlooked,  so  that  in  the  future  a  more  perfect  history  may  bo 
written. 

The  compiler  presents  the  manuscript  of  this  history  of  old 
Braintreo  and  Qnincy  to  the  town  free  of  all  expense  to  them. 
The  prico  asked  for  the  work  will  Ikj  only  sufficient  to  compen- 
sate the  publishers  for  its  publication  and  expense  of  binding. 

To  the  various  libraries,  viz. :  Boston  Public,  Massachusetts 
Historical,  New  England  Historic  Genealogical,  State  ami  Con- 
gregational, he  would  tend  his  warmest  acknowledgments  for 
their  kindness  in  granting  him  the  privilege  of  consulting  valua- 
ble documents,  original  manuscripts,  rare  works  and  old  news- 
papers. He  is  also  under  many  obligations  to  Mr.  David 
Pulsifer,  of  the  State  Department,  for  many  favors,  especially 
in  deciphering  old  manuscripts,  and  to  whom  he  always  re- 
ferred, in  verifying  doubtful  points,  and  to  Dr.  Edward  Strong, 
of  the  State  Archives.  He  cannot  forbear  mentioning  the  local 
historian,  Mr.  Charles  P.  Tirrell,  from  whom  ho  received  much 
valuable  information;  also,  Mr.  E.  W.  Underwood,  who  has 
made  a  largo  collection  of  matter  connected  with  the  history 
of  the  town,  and  to  all  others  who  have  in  any  way  assisted 
or  contributed  to  this  volume,  he  extends  his  thanks. 
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OF  TIIE  OLD  TOWN  OF  BRAINTREE. 


Captain  John  Smith,  of  Pocahontas  notoriety,  on  his  second 
voyage  to  America,  his  first  being  to  the  Virginia  Colony 
sailed  from  the  Downs,  in  England,  on  March  3d,  1G14,  and, 
as  he  relates,1  he  landed  at  Monhegan,  an  island  lying  twenty 
miles  southwest  from  the  mouth  of  the  Penobscot.  Not  meet- 
ing with  success,  in  his  search  for  whales,  Smith,  with  eight  men 
in  a  small  boat,  left  the  ships  and  the  rest  of  the  party  to  be 
employed  in  fishing,  while  he  ranged  the  neighboring  coast  to 
the  southwest  in  quest  of  furs.  lie  says,8  "  ho  availed  himself 
of  the  opportunity  to  draw  a  map  from  point  to  point,  isle  to 
isle,  and  harbor  to  harbor,  with  the  soundings,  sands,  rocks,  and 
landmarks."  On  this  map,  which  is  annexed  to  his  history,  Quincy 
is  given  the  metropolitan  name  of  London,  and  the  "  signs  of  a 
castle  aud  cathedral  are  annexed  as  indicative  of  its  future 
prosperity  and  grandeur." 

In  1625,  Captain  Wollaston,  with  about  thirty  other  adven- 
turers, came  from  England,  and,  in  September  of  the  same 
year,  began  a  plantation  near  where  the  house  of  John  Quincy 
Adams,  Esq.,  now  stands.'  Things  not  being  equal  to  Wol- 
tnston'l  expectations,  he  left  the  Colony  in  the  following  year, 
and  went  to  Virginia,  leaving  the  plantation  in  the  hands  of 
Lieutenant  Filcher. 


1.  Smith'.  Generall  Historio. 

2.  Smith's  Generall  Historic,  p.  207. 

3.  The  particular  hill  which  caused  tlio  namo  of  Mount,  is  in  tho  farm  of 
John  Quincy,  Esq.,  lato  ono  of  tho  Council  for  tho  province— Hutchinson's 
Hist,  Vol.  L,  p.  8. 

2 


2  HAELY  SETTLEMENT  AND  INOOBPOEATION. 

Among  those  who  remained  at  Mount  Wollaston  was  a  cer- 
tain Thomas  Morton,  a  lawyer  of  Clifford's  Inn,  London,  through 
whose  instigation  the  settlers  at  the  Mount  rebelled  against 
Lieutenant  Filcher,  compelling  him  to  leave  the  Colony,  and 
Morton  was  chosen  the  leader  at  the  Mount.  From  this,  dates 
the  free  and  easy  reign,  of  which  so  much  has  been  said ;  the 
two  leading  features  of  which  were  rioting  and  drunken- 
ness. Morton,  by  his  kind  treatment  to  the  Indians,  secured 
their  lasting  friendship ;  they  keeping  him  and  the  rest  of  the 
company,  constantly  supplied  with  game;1  thus  showing  how 
susceptible  the  Indians  are  of  kind  acts. 

Having  no  cares,  they  gave  themselves  up  to  a  gay  and  hilari- 
ous system  of  living,  changing  the  name  of  the  place  from 
Mount  Wollaston  to  Merry  Mount,  where,  as  it  is  stated  in  tho 
New  England  Memorial,*  "  they  setting  up  a  May-pole,1  adorned 
with  bucks'  horns ;  drinking  and  dancing  about  it,  and  frisking 
about  it  like  so  many  fairies,  or  furies,  rather;  yea,  and  worse 
practices,  as  if  they  had  anew  revived  and  celebrated  tho  feast 
of  the  Reman's  Goddess,  Flora,  or  the  beastly  practices  of  the 
mad  Bacchanalians." 


1.  "Then  are  Geese  of  three  sorts,  vise.:  Irani  geese,  which  are  pide,  and 
white  geese  which  are  higger,  and  gray  geese  which  are  as  bigg  and  bigger  than 
the  tame  geese  of  England,  with  black  legges,  black  bills,  heads  and  necks 
black;  the  flesh  far  re  more  excellent,  then  the  Geese  of  England,  wild  or 
tame,  yet  the  purity  of  the  aire  is  such,  that  the  biggest  is  accoinpted  but  an 
indifferent  meale  for  a  couple  of  men.  There  is  of  them  great  abundance.  I 
have  had  often  1000  before  the  mouth  of  my  gun  no,  I  never  saw  any  in  Eng- 
land for  my  part  so  fatt."-New  Englaud  Canaan,  Force  II.,  V.  40.  "The, 
turkie,  who  is  blacker  than  ours,  I  have  heard  several  credible  persons  affirm 
they  have  seen  turkie  cocks  that  have  weighed  forty,  yea  sixty  pounds;  but  out 
of  my  personal  experimental  knowledge  I  can  assure  you,  that  I  have  eaten 
my  share  of  a  turkie  cock,  that  when  he  was  pull'd  aud  garbig'd,  weighed 
thirty-nine  pounds."— New  England  Rarities,  p.  41.  "  I  have  seene  some  lob- 
sters myselfe  that  have  weighed  16  pounds;  but  others  have  had,  divers  times,  so 
great  lobsters  as  have  weighed  25  pounds,  as  they  assure  mo." — Higginson's 
New  Eng.  Plantation,  1.  c,  p.  120.  The  ludiuns,  it  sooius,  sometimes  dried 
them,  "as  they  do  lampres  and  oysters;  which  are  delicate  breakfast  meat  so 
ordered."— Josselyn's  Voyages,  p.  110.  "  Tho  oysters  be  great  ones,  in  form  of 
a  shoe-horn ;  some  be  %/oot  long."— New  Eng.  Prospect,  Ch.  IX. 

2.  New  Eng.  Memorial,  p.  136. 

3.  Prince  says,  it  was  the  only  May-pole  ever  raised  in  New  England. 
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"  The  inhabitants  of  Pasonagossit  (having  translated  the  name 
of  their  habitation  from  that  ancient  salvage  name  to  Ma-re- 
Mount,  and  being  resolved  to  have  the  new  name  confirmed  for 
a  memorial  to  after  ages,)  did  deviso  amongst  themselves  to 
have  it  performed  in  a  solemne  manner  with  Revels  and  merri- 
ment after  the  old  English  custom,  prepared  to  set  up  a  May- 
pole upon  the  fcstivall  day  of  Philip  and  Jacob,  and  therefor 
brewed  a  barrel  of  excellent  beare,  and  provided  a  case  of  bot- 
tles to  be  spent,  with  other  good  cheer,  for  all  comers  of  that 
day.  And  because  they  would  have  it  iu  a  complete  form,  they 
had  prepared  a  song  fitting  the  time  and  present  occasion.  And 
upon  May  day  they  brought  the  May-polo  to  the  place  ap- 
pointed, with  drumes,  gunncs,  pistols,  and  other  fitting  instru- 
ments for  that  purpose ;  and  there  erected  it  with  the  help  of 
Salvages  that  came  thither  of  purpose  to  see  the  manner  of  our 
Revels.  A  goodly  pine  tree  of  eighty  foote  was  reared  up,  with 
a  peare  of  buckshorns  nayled  one  somewhere  neare  to  the  top 
of  it ;  where  it  stood  as  a  fairo  sea  mark  for  directions  how  to 
find  out  the  way  to  mine  host  of  Ma-re-Mount. . 

"  And  because  it  should  more  fully  appeare  to  what  end  it  was 
placed  there,  they  had  a  poem  in  readiness  made,  which  was 
fixed  to  the  May-pole,  to  shew  the  new  name  confirmed  op  that 
Plantation ;  which  (.il though  it  were  made  according  to  tho 
occurrcnt  of  tho  time,  being  Enigmatically  composd),  puzzled 
the  Sepcratist  most  pitifully  to  expound  it,  which  for  the  bettor 
information  of  the  reader  we  have  hero  inserted." 

THE  POEM. 
"  Rise  (Edipeus,  and  if  tboo  const  unfold 
What  meanes  Caribdls  nnderneath  the  mould, 
When  Scilla  Sollitary  on  the  ground, 
(Sitting  in  form  of  Niobo.)  was  found; 
Till  Arophitritea  Darling  did  Acquaint 
Grim  Neptune  with  the  tonor  of  her  plaint, 
And  caua'd  him  send  forth  Triton  with  tho  Round 
Of  Trumpet  loud  at  which  the  Seas  wcro  found 
80  full  of  Protean  formes,  that  the  bold  shore 
Presented  Scilla  a  new  paramore, 
So  strange  as  Sampson*  and  so  patient, 
As  Job  bimsolf,  directed  thus  by  fate 
To  Comfort  Scilla  so  unfortunate. 

•Tho  man  who  brought  her  over  was  uamod  Sampson  Job. 
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I  do  profo580  by  Cupid's  beautlous  mother 
Hore'ti  Scogau's  Choice  for  Scilla,  and  none  other , 
Though  Scilla's  sick  with  greife,  becauso  no  siguo 
Can  tiiere  be  found  of  Vertue  Masarlino. 
Esculapius  oome,  I  know  right  well; 
His  laboure's  lost  when  you  may  ring  her  knell. 
The  fatall  sister's  doome  none  can  withstand, 
Nor  Pitharea's  powre  who  poynta  to  land, 
"With  proclamation  that  the  first  of  May 
t  At  Ma-ro-Mount  shall  bo  kept  holly  day." 

"  The  setting  up  of  this  May-polo  was  a  lamentable  spcctaclo 
to  the  precise  Seperatists,  that  lived  at  New  Plymouth.  They 
termed  it  an  Idol ;  yea,  they  called  it  the  Calfo  of  Ilorcb  ;  and 
stood  at  defiance  with  the  place,  naming  it  Mount  Dagon ; 
threatening  to  make  it  a  woeful  Mount  and  not  a  Merry  Mount. 

"  The  Riddle  for  want  of  (Edipus  they  could  not  expound, 
only  they  made  some  explication  of  part  of  it,  and  say'd  it  was 
meant  by  Sampson  Job,  the  Carpenter  of  the  shipp  that  brought 
over  a  woman  to  her  husband,  that  had  bin  there  long  before, 
and  thrived  so  well  that  bee  sent  for  her  and  her  children  to 
come  to  him  ;  where  shortly  after  heo  died ;  having  no  reason 
but  because  of  the  sound  of  those  two  words ;  when  (as  the 
truth  is,)  the  man  they  applyed  it  to  was  altogether  unknown 
to  the  author. 

"  There  was  likewise  a  merry  song  made,  which,  (to  mako 
their  Revells  more  fashionable,)  was  sung  with  a  Corns,  every 
man  bearing  his  part;  which  they  performed  in  a  daunce,  hand 
in  hand,  about  the  May-polo,  whiles  ono  of  the  company  Bung, 
and  filled  out  the  good  liquor  like  Ganymedes  and  Jupiter. 

"TOE  SONGE." 

u  Drinko  and  be  merry,  merry  merry  boyos— 
Let  all  your  delight  be  in  Hymen's  Joyos— 
Joy  to  Hymen  now  the  day  is  come, 
About  the  merry  May-polo  toko  a  roomo. 
Make  greene  garlons,  bring  bottles  out, 
And  till  sweet  nectar  freely  about. 
Uncover  thy  head,  and  fearo  no  harme, 
For  here's  good  liquor  to  keep  it  wartno. 
h  Then  drinke  aud  be  merry,  &c. 

Joy  to  U  y  men,  &C. 
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"Nectar  is  a  thing  assigned 
By  tlie  Deities  owne  mind- 
To  euro  the  heart  oppress' t  with  greifo, 
And  of  good  liqnors  is  the  cheife— 

Then  drinke,  &c. 

Joy  to  Hjmen,  &o. 

"Qlvo  to  the  melancolly  man 
A  oup  or  two  oft  now  and  thou; 

This  physick  will  soone  revive  his  blood,  • 
And  make  him  be  of  a  merrier  moode— 

Thou  drinke,  &o. 

Joy  to  Hymen,  &c. 

"  Givo  to  the  Nympho  that's  free  from  scorn, 
No  Irisch  stuff,  nor  Schotch  over-worne; 
J  hisses  in  bearer-coats  como  away, 
Yee  shall  bo  welcome  to  us  all  the  day— 

To  drinke,  &c. 

Joy  to  ilymen,  &c 

"This  harmless  mirth  made  by  younge  men  (that  lived  in 
hope  to  have  wifes  brought  over  to  them  that  would  save  them 
a  laborc  to  make  a  voyage  to  fetch  any  over,)  was  much  dis- 
tasted of  the  precise  Seperatists,  that  keepe  much  adoe  about 
the  tyth  of  mint  and  cummin,  troubling  their  braines  more  than 
reason  would  require  about  things  that  are  indifferent ;  and  from 
that  time  sought  occasion  against  my  honest  Host  of  Ma-ro- 
Mount  to  overthrow  his  undertakings  and  to  destroy  his  Plan- 
tation quite  and  cleanc. 

"  It  cannot  but  be  remarked  hqw  very  plausible  Morton  makes 
his  conduct  appear;  — but  not  so,  precisely,  did  it  appear  to 
our  scrupulous  but  worthy  forefathers.  No  exouse,  perhaps, 
will  bo  necessary  for  further  extracts  from  his  singular  book. 

"The  Scpenilists,  envying  the  prosperity  and  hope  of  the 
Plantation  at  Ma-re-Mount,  (which  they  perceaved  beganne  to 
como  forward,  and  to  be  hi  a  good  way  for  gaino  in  tho  Bea- 
ver trade),  conspired  together  against  mine  host,  especially, 
(who  was  the  owner  of  that  Plantation),  and  made  up  a  party 
against  him  ;  and  mustered  up  what  aide  they  could ;  account- 
ing of  him  as  a  great  monster. 

"  Many  threatening  speeches  were  given  out,  both  against  his 
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person  and  his  habitation,  which  they  divulged  should  bo  con- 
sumed with  fire  ; — and  taking  advantage  of  the  time  when  his 
company,  (which  seemed  littto  to  regard  theire  threats),  wero 
gone  up  into  the  inlands  to  trade  with  the  Salvages  for  Beavers. 
They  set  upon  my  honest  Host  at  a  place  called  Wcssaguscus, 
where,  (by  accident,)  they  found  him.  The  Inhabitants  there 
were  in  good  hope  of  the  subversion  of  tho  Plantation  at  Ma- 
rti-Mount,  which  they  principally  aymed  at,  and  the  rather,  be- 
cause mine  host  was  a  man  that  endeavoured  to  advance  the 
dignity  of  the  Church  of  England,  which  they,  (on  the  contrary 
part,)  would  labour  to  vilifie  with  uncivile  termcs ;  enveying 
against  the  sacred  book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  mine  host,  that 
used  it  in  a  laudiblo  manner  amongst  his  family  as  a  practice 
of  piety. 

"  In  breife,  mine  host  must  indure  to  be  their  prisoner  untill 
they  could  contrive  it  so  that  they  might  send  him  for  England, 
(as  they  said),  there  to  suffer  according  to  the  merit  of  the  fact 
which  they  intended  to  father  upon  him  ;  supposing  (belike),  it 
would  prove  a  hainous  crime. 

"  Much  rejoicing  was  made  that  they  had  gotten  their  cappi- 
tall  enemy,  (as  they  concluded  him,)  whome  they  purposed  to 
hamper  in  such  sort,  that  hee  should  not  be  able  to  uphold  his 
Plantation  at  Ma-re-Mount. 

"  The  conspirators  sported  themselves  at  my  honest  host  that 
meant  them  no  hurt,  and  were  so  joccund  that  they  feasted  their 
bodies  and  fell  to  tippeling,  as  if  they  had  obtained  a  great 
price  ;  like  the  Trojans,  when  they  had  tho  custody  of  llippcus' 
pine-tree  horse. 

"  Mine  host  fained  greefe ;  and  could  not  be  persuaded  either 
to  eate  or  drinkc ;  because  he  knew  emptiness  would  be  a  mcanes 
to  make  him  as  watchfull  as  the  Geese  kept  in  the  Roman  Cap- 
itall ;  whereon  the  contrary  part,  the  conspirators  would  be  so 
drowsy  that  lice  might  have  an  opportunity  to  give  them  a  slip 
in8tcado  of  a  tester.  Six  persons  of  the  conspiracy  were  set  to 
watch  him  at  Wessaguscus.  But  hee  kept  waking,  and  in  the 
dead  of  night,  (one  lying  on  the  bed  for  further  suerty,)  up  gets 
mine  host,  and  got  to  the  second  dorc  that  hee  was  to  passe, 
which,  (notwithstanding  tho  lock,)  heo  got  open,  and  shut  it 
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after  him  with  such  violence,  that  it  affrighted  some  of  tho 
conspirators. 

«  The  word  which  was  given  v^th  an  alarme  was,  O  he's  gon, 
he's  gon,  what  shall  wo  doe,  he's  gon.  The  rest  half  asleep 
start  up  in  a  maze,  and  like  rames  ran  their  heads  ono  at  another 
full  butt  in  the  darke. 

"  Their  grand  leader,  Capt.  Shrimp,  tooke  on  most  furiously, 
and  tore  his  clothes  for  anger,  to  see  tho  empty  nest  and  their 
bird  gone. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  mine  host  was  got  home  to  Ma-re-Mount 
through  the  woods,  eight  miles  round  about  tho  head  of  tho 
river  Monatoquit,  that  parted  the  two  Plantations  —  finding  his 
way  by  the  help©  of  the  lightening,  (for  it  thundered  as  ho 
went,  terribly),  and  there  he  prepared  powther,  three  pounds 
dried  for  his  present  imployraent,  and  four  good  gunnes  for 
him,  and  the  two  assistants  left  at  his  howse  with  bullets  of 
several  sizes,  three  hundred  or  thereabouts,  to  be  used  if  the 
conspirators  should  pursue  him  thether  ;  and  these  two  persons 
promised  their  aides  in  the  quarrell,  and  confirmed  that  promise 
with  a  health  in  good  rosa  solis. 

"  After  holding  a  Councell,"  continues  Morton,  "  Capt.  Shrimp1 
takes  eight  persons  more  to  him  ; — and  like  tho  nine  worthies  of 
New  Canaan,  they  imbarque  with  preparation  against  Ma-re- 
Mount,  where  this  monster  of  a  man,  (as  their  phrase  was,)  had 
his  denne  —  the  whole  number,  (had  tho  rest  not  bin  from 
home,)  being  but  seaven,  would  have  given  Capt.  Shrimp,  (a 
quondam  Drummer,)  such  a  wcllcome  as  would  have  made  him 
wish  for  a  Drumo  as  bigg  as  Diogenes'  tubb,  that  hee  might 
have  crept  into  it  ought  of  sight. 

"  Now  the  nine  worthies  are  approached  and  mine  host  pre- 
pared ;  having  intelligence  by  a  Sulvagc  that  hastened  in  love 
from  WcssaguscuB  to  give  him  notice  of  their  intent. 

"  The  nine  worthies  coming  before  the  Denne  of  this  supposed 
monster  (this  seaven-headed  hydra  as  they  termed  him,)  began 
like  Don  Quixote  against  the  wind-null,  to  beate  a  parly  and  to 
offer  quarter,  (if  mine  host  would  yeald,)  for  they  resolved  to 
send  him  for  England  and  bad  him  lay  by  his  arracs. 

1.   Captain  Miles  Blandish. 
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11  But  mine  host  had  no  sooner  set  open  the  dore,  and  issued 
out  but  instantly  Capt.  Shrimnc  and  the  rest  of  the  worthies 
stepped  to  him,  lay'd  hold  of  his  amies ;  and  had  him  downc, 
and  so  eagerly  was  every  man  bent  against  him,  (not  regarding 
any  agreement  made  with  such  a  carnall  man,)  that  they  fell 
upon  him  as  if  they  would  have  eaten  him. 

"  Captain  Shrimpo  and  the  rest  of  the  niuo  worthies  made 
themselves  (by  this  outragious  riot,)  masters  of  mine  host,  of 
Ma-re-Mount,  and  disposed  of  what  he  had  at  his  Plantation."1 

They  sent  him  to  England  ;  this  was  in  1628.*  "  He  returned 
again  into  the  Country  in  some  short  time,  with  less  punishment 
than  his  demerits  deserved,  as  was  apprehended."*  It  was  in 
August,  1629,  that  he  returned.  In  September,  1G31,  he  was 
again  sent  to  England,  his  house  being  burnt,  and  liquors  con- 
fiscated, by  order  of  the  General  Court.4 

In  1684  he  published  a  book,  called,  "  New  England  Canaan." 
This  book  is  a  queer  specimen  of  literature.  In  turning  over  its 
pages,  you  will  see  that  it  abounds  in  nick-names ;  such  as  Capt. 
Shrimp,  for  Capt.  Standish ;  Capt.  Li  t  tie  worth,  for  Endicott ; 
Dr.  Nobby,  for  Fuller,  <fcc.  Hutchinson  says,8  "  he  came  to  New 
England  again  in  1643 ;  a  letter6  and  a  book,  full  of  invectives, 
■ 

1.  New  England  Canaan,  pp.  139  to  142. 

2.  1828.  The  following  assessments  wero  made  upon  the  scattered  inhabi- 
tant* of  New  England  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  capture  of  Morton.  The  whole 
amount  assessed  for  this  purpose  was  twelve  pounds  and  seven  shillings.  "  Of 
this  amount  Plymouth  has  set  against  it,  two  pounds  ton  Nhilliuns;  Naumkoak 
[Salem],  ouepouud  ten  shillings  ;  rascataquuck  [Portsmouth],  two  pounds  ten 
■hillings;  Mr.  Jeffrey  and  Mr.  Burslem  [Isle  of  Shoals],  two  pounds;  Nutas- 
cot,  one  pound  ten  shillings;  Mrs. Thompson  [Squantum],  fifteen  shillings;  Mr. 
Blacks  tone  [Shawmut],  twelve  shillings;  and  Edward  Hilton  [Dover],  one 
pound"— Belknap,  Am.  Biography,  II.,  334. 

3.  New  England  Memorial,  p.  140. 

4.  11  The  smoke  that  did  ascend  appeared  to  be  the  very  sacrifice  of  Kain. 
Mine  host,  (that  a  farroof  abourd  a  shipp  did  then  behold  this  wofull  spec- 
tacle,) knew  not  what  he  should  doe  in  this  extremity;  but  bear  and  forboaro, 
as  Epictetus  sayes;— it  was  booteless  to  exclaime."— New  Eng.  Canaan,  p.  1G4. 

5.  Hutchinson's  Hist.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  32,  note. 

0.  M  My  very  good  gossip,  If  I  should  commend  myself  to  you,  yon  would 
reply  with  this  proverb,  propria  lenu/ordet  in  ore,  but  to  leave  Impertinent  sa- 
lutes and  really  proceed,  you  shall  hereby  understand  that  al  tin/  when  I  was  first 
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which  he  had  written,  was  produced  against  him  ;  he  was  truly 
called  the  accuser  of  the  brethren  ;  the  Court  fined  him  100JC. 
He  was  poor  and  unable  to  pay  i^othing  but  his  age  saved  him 
from  the  whipping  post."  lie  went  to  Acamenticus,  now  the 
town  of  York,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  there  died  about  1G45. 

From  1G34,  can  elenrly  and  distinctly  be  traced  the  first  per- 
manent settlement  of  the  town  of  Braintrcc.  Previous  to  this 
time,  those  who  came  here  were  mere  adventurers,  as  we  have 
before  stated  ;  who  had  no  sympathy  or  interest  with  the  civil  or 
ecclesiastical  sentiment  of  the  permanent  settlers  of  the  Colony. 

The  people  that  came  to  Jlraintrec  to  nettle  were  generally 
from  the  old  Counties  of  Devonshire,  Lincolnshire,  and  Essex 

sent  to  England  to  make  complaint  against  Ananias  and  the  brethren,  I  effected 
the  business  but  superficially  (through  the  brevity  of  time)  I  hare  at  this  time 
taken  deliberation  and  brought  the  matter  to  a  better  pass,  and  it  is  brought 
about  that  the  King  hath  taken  the  matter  iuto  his  own  hands.  The  Massachu- 
setts patent  by  an  order  of  council  was  brought  in  view,  the  privileges  therein 
granted  well  scanned,  and  at  tho  council  board,  in  presence  of  Sir  It.  Salton- 
stall  and  the  rest,  it  was  declared,  for  manifold  abused  therein  discovered,  to 
ho  void.  Tho  King  hath  re-assumed  the  whole  business  into  his  own  hands, 
and  given  order  for  a  general  governor  for  tho  wholo  torrilory  to  bo  scut  over. 
The  commission  is  passed  the  privy  seal,  I  saw  it,  and  the  same  was  sent  to  my 
Ixml  Keeper  to  have  it  pass  the  great  seal,  and  I  now  stay  to  return  with  the 
governor,  by  whom  all  complainants  shall  have  relief.  So  that  now  Jonas  l>eing 
set  ashore  may  safely  cry,  rcjHMit  yo  cruel  sehixiiiatics  rc|»cnt,  thcro  are  yet  but 
forty  days.  If  .lovo  vouchsafe  to  thunder,  the  charter  and  tho  kingdom  of 
the  Separatists  will  fall  asunder.  My  Lord  of  Canterbury  with  my  Lord  Privy 
Seal,  having  caused  all  Mr.  Cradock's  letters  to  be  viewed,  anil  his  apology  for 
the  brethren  particularly  heard,  protested  against  him  and  Mr.  Humfries  that 
they  were  a  couple  of  imposlurous  knaves,  so  that  for  all  their  great  f.iends 
they  departed  the  council  chamber  in  our  view  with  a  pair  of  cold  shoulders.— 
Miave  staid  long,  yet  have  not  lost  my  labour.  The  brethren  have  found 
themselves  frustrated  and  I  shiill  see  my  desire  upon  mine  enemies.  Of  these 
tilings  I  tluiti^lil  ^imhI  by  so  convenient  a  messenger  In  i;ivn  you  notice,  lest  you 
should  think  1  died  iu  obscurity,  us  tho  brethren  vainly  intended  I  should. — 
As  for  llatcliffe  he  was  comforted  by  their  lordships,  with  the  cropping  of  Mr. 
Winthrop's  cars,  which  shews  what  opinion  is  held  umougst  them  of  King 
Winthrop  with  all  his  inventions  and  his  Amsterdam  and  fantastical  ordinances, 
his  preachings,  marriages  and  other  abusive  ceremonies  which  exemplify  his 
detestation  of  the  Church  of  England  aud  contempt  of  his  Majesty's  authority 
aud  wholsome  laws.        I  rest  your  loving  friend," 

"Thomas  Mokton." 

"May  l,  H»L"-Hutch.  His.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  31. 
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in  England.  It  appears  by  the  laws  of  the  Massachusetts 
Colony  that  Irish  emigration  was  forbidden.1 

The  tide  of  emigration  to  Na»  England  had  now  commenced. 
They  soon  found  Boston  was  the  most  convenient  for  shipping 
and  for  trade,  consequently  the  land  upon  that  peninsular  was 
quickly  taken  up.  In  the  year  1034,  what  was  then  called 
Mount  Wolhwton,  comprising  fifty  square  miles  of  territory,  waa 
nnncxed  to  Boston,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  order  of  the 
General  Court:— "The  Court  hath  ordered  that  Boston  shall 
have  convenient  enlargement  at  Mount  Wollaston,  to  be  set  out 
by  four  indifferent  men,  who  shall  draw  a  plot  thereof  and  pre- 
sent it  to  the  next  General  Court,  when  it  shall  be  confirmed.**1 

On  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  September  it  was  "Ordered,  that 
Boston  have  enlargement  at  Mount  Wollaston  ami  Uumiioy 
Marsh.*1  It  will  also  be  seen  that  by  order  of  the  Court  that  large 
tracts  of  land  were  given  to  certain  inhabitants  of  Boston  to 
come  to  the  Mount  and  settle  ;  quite  a  number  of  those  who  re- 
ceived grants  of  land  here  did  not  come  to  Braintree*  to  reside, 
but  continued  to  be  domiciled  in  Boston,  and  held  the  land  here 
as  a  matter  of  speculation. 

The  first  step  was  to  give  their  pastor,  the  first  minister  of 

1.  Which  wtis  owing,  probably,  more  to  their  religious  views  than  their  na- 
tionality. "Oct  19,  1G52.  Mr.  Daniel  Sellake,  craving  pardon  for  his  offenco 
in  bringing  some  of  the  Irishmen  on  shore,  hath  his  tine  remitted,  so  ait  the 
first  opportunity  ho  taken  to  send  them  out  of  this  jurisdiction.  The  said  Mr. 
Sellake,  on  his  request,  hath  liberty  for  the  bringing  another  Iriafiman  on  shorre, 
to  endeavour  his  recovery,  provided  ho  give  bond  to  send  liilH  out  uf  Oils  ju- 
risdiction when  he  is  well."— llccord  of  Mass.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  SOI. 

"  Oct.  23, 1G52.  Martha  Brenton  desireinge  an  Irish  boy  aud  girle  about  the 
age  of  12  years,  for  servants,  hath  her  request  graunted,  so  as  the  parties  are 
proved  before  two  magistrates  to  be  l>oni  of  English  parents."— Records  of 
Mass.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  2iM.   Sed  quere,  How  Irish  if  born  of  English  parents? 

3.  Rec.  City  of  Boston,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  4  and  5. 

3.  Mr.  Adam*  in  his  admirahlo  address  on  the  opening  of  the  Town  Hall  in  ' 
Braintree,  July  2!>th,  l«58,  gives  the  following  derivation  of  the  name  of  Brain- 
tree:—  "This  name  is  variously  written  in  ancient  records,  lu  the  Domesday 
Survey,  it  appears  as  Branchetreu,  which  is  said  to  be  Saxon,  and  to  mean  a 
town  near  a  river.  In  this  particular  the  New  England  namesako  is  placed 
appropriately  enough.  Much  more  so,  indeed,  than  the  County  in  which  it  is 
situated.  For  here  Norfolk  is  $onth  of  Suffolk.  Ollior  aneiont  designations  of 
the  town  are  Brankelre,  Brauchetrefen,  Brauctoe,  Brautreo,  Bromptre." 
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Boston,  a  plantation,  and,  "  It  was  ordered  that  Mr.  Wilson 
the  Pastor  (in  lieu  of  his  land  granted  him  at  the  North  River 
by  Mystic,  which  he  Rhall  pass,  over  to  the  town  of  Boston) 
shall  have  as  much  land  at  the  Mount  Wollaston  as  he  elects; 
and  after,  so  much  as  shall  lie  his  portion  of  other  lands  be- 
longing to  this  town  ;  to  be  laid  him  out  so  near  his  other  land 
at  Mount  Wollaston,  as  may  be  for  his  most  conveniency." 

On  the  fourteenth  of  December,  1G35,  we  find  the  following : 
M  It  is  agreed  by  general  consent  that  Mr.  W.  Colburne,  Mr.  W. 
Aspinwall,  Mr.  J.  Sampford,  W.  Balstonc  and  Richard  Wright 
shall  in  behalf  of  the  town,  go  and  take  view  at  Mount  Wollas- 
ton, and  bound  out  there  what  maybe  sufficient  for  Mr.  William 
Coddington  and  Edmund  Quincy  to  have  for  their  particular 
farms  there;  and  accordingly  as  they  five  or  four  of  them  shall 
agree  upon  to  stand,  and  the  same  to  be  entered  in  this  book." 

Immediately  after  this  comes  the  following: — "Item,  it  is 
agreed  that  all  the  allotments  at  Mount  Wollaston  shall  lie  set 
out  by  Mr.  Coddington,  William  Colburne,  William  Aspinwall, 
Edmund  Quincy  and  Richard  Wright,  or  some  four  of  them ; 
and  that  every  allotment  shall  have  a  convenient  proportion  of 
meadow  thereunto,  according  to  their  number  of  cattle  that 
have  the  same.'11 

Many  grants  contained  from  two  to  five  hundred  acres  such 
as  those  given  to  Coddington,  Wilson,  Quincy,  Hutchinson  and 
Wheelwright.  John  Wiuthrop,  Jr.,  and  others,  in  1G44,  re- 
ceived a  grant  of  three  thousand  acres  for  the  encouragement 
of  iron  works. 

The  town  of  Braintree  was  incorporated*  op  the  thirteenth 


1.  Hoc.  City  of  Boston,  Vol.  I.,  p.  BO. 

2.  "The  petition  of  tho  inhabitant*  of  Mount  Wollaston  wo*  rote«l  and 
granted  them  to  bee  a  town  according  to  the  agreement  with  Boston;  pro- 
vided. Hint  if  they  fulfill  not  the  Covenant  made  with  Boston,  St  henrto 
affixed,  it  shnbec  in  the  power  of  Boston  to  recover  their  duo  by  action  against 
the  said  inhabitant.*,  or  any  of  them,  and  tlie  town  is  to  he  called  Braintrce. 
May  13,  1040."— Moos.  Roc.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  SOI. 

The  following  is  the  Covenant,  as  agreed  upon  lictwcen  Boston  and  the  in- 
habitants of  Itrainlree: 

"It  was  ngrrod  with  our  neighbors  of  Mount  Wollaston,  vid :,  William 
Cbecabrooke,  Alexander  Winchester,  Rich:  Wright,  James  Rouuiman,  i.e.  in 


Digitized  by  Google 


12  KAULY  SETTLEMENT  AND  INCORPORATION. 


of  May,  1G40  (old  style).1  It  comprised  the  tract  of  land  now 
included  within  the  bounds  of  the  towns  of  Quincy,  liraintree, 
Randolph  and  Holbrook.  The  principal  settlement  and  busi- 
ness centre,  of  the  town  for  the  first  half  century  from  its 
incorportion,  was  in  the  North  Precinct,  t.  e.t  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Quincy ;  the  present  town  of  liraintree  constituted  the 
middle  and  Randolph  and  Holbrook  the  South  Precinct. 

tlio  name  of  the  rest,  (fur  whom  thoy  undertooke,)  that  they  should  give  to  Hus- 
ton 4  Shu.  the  acre  for  2  acr  of  the  7  nc  formerly  granted  to  divers  m  of  Boston 
upon  expectation  that  they  should  have  continued  still  with  us,  and  3m  the  ac  for 
every  aero  which  hath  hone  or  shallheo  granted  to  any  other  who  are  not  Inhab- 
itant* of  Boston,  &  that,  in  consideration  hereof,  &  after  the  said  potions  of 
money  sliallbee  paid  to  the  towne  treasurer,  all  the  said  land*  shallhec  freo 
from  any  town  rates  or  charges  to  Boston;  &  upon  the  tearms,  &  also  from  all 
County  ratos  assessed  with  Boston,  hut  to  ho  rated  hy  the  Court  hyitsselfo; 
provided,  that  tills  order  shall  not  extend  to  any  more  or  other  lands  than  suc.li 
as  shall  make  payment  of  the  said  rates  so  agreed  upon  of  4s  &  3s  the  ac;  ami 
upon  the  former  consideration  there  is  granted  to  the  Mount  all  that  Roekyc 
ground  lying  between  the  Fresh  Brook  &  Mr.  Coddingtott  brooke,  adjoyning  to 
Mr.  Houghs  farmo,  &  from  the  West  Corner  of  that  farme  to  tho  southinost 
corner  of  Mr.  Hutchinson's  farme,  to  ho  reserved  &  used  in  common  for- 
ever hy  tho  inhabitants  &  landholers  there,  together,  with  an  other  parcell 
of  rockie  ground  near  to  tho  Knights  Nook,  which  was  left  out  of  the  third 
Company  of  lots,  excepting  all  such  ground  lying  among  or  near  theso  said 
Bock  ye  grounds,  formerly  granted  in  lots  to  particular  persons.— Mass.  Rec., 
Vol.  I.,  p.  an. 

I.  "Before  1752  the  year  was,  by  tho  legal  method  of  computation,  hold  to 
begin  on  tho  25th  of  March,  l>ady-day  or  Auunciation,  so  called,  from  the 
notion  entertained  hy  the  Church  that  tho  event  recorded  in  tho  (iospel  of  Luko 
1:  2G--38,  occurred  on  thntduy.  Tho  general  practico  of  England  had,  indeed, 
mveral  year*  earlier  conformed  to  that  of  tho  rest  of  Christendom,  in  making 
the  first  of  January  new-year's  day ;  ami  the  law  at  last  followed  tho  popular 
wisdom,  as  usual  in  tho  correction.  It  is  of  more  importance,  however,  to  re- 
mark, that,  in  reckoning  the  months,  March  was  called  tho*  first,  February  the 
twelfth,  September,  October,  November  and  December  then  having,  consistent 
with  thoir  Latin  entymology,  tho  numerical  rank  which  is  now  lost.  Yet  it  is 
still  more  important  to  be  noticed,  that  a  very  dangerous  diversity  existed,  in 
styling  tho  yoar  by  its  old  numerical  until  tho  25th  March,  or  giving  it  the  new 
designation  from  tho  beginning  of  that  mouth."  Another  fact,  that  should  be 
borne  in  mind,  is  tho  dilTcreuco  of  tho  two  stylus,  hy  which  dalos  arc  reckoned, 
which  may  cause  a  discrepancy  of  ten  or  eleven  days.  Up  to  1582,  the  old  style 
prevailed,  but  in  that  year,  Pope  Gregory  XlIT  introduced  the  new  system,  by 
striking  ten  days  out  of  the  almanac  of  that  year,  calling  the  fifth  the  fifteenth 
of  October,  1582,  thus  connecting  the  long  accumulated  errors  of  tho  old  method. 
Tho  new  stylo  was  not  adopted  in  Great  Britain  and  its  Colonies  until  J752. 
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Although  incoqjorated  in  1640,  the  town  did  not  then  get  con- 
trol of  all  the  land  within  its  bounds,  as  appears  by  the  following 
votes :  — ,M March  4th,  1642.  At  a  generale  Towne's  meeting 
upon  lawfull  warning,  it  is  ordered,  that  the  residuo  of  the 
Towne's  lands,  not  yet  disposed  of,  excepting  those  that  are  lay'd 
ont  for  Commons,  at  Boston,  Braintry  and  Muddy  River  shall 
be  divided  amongst  the  present  inhabitants."  It  also  appears  by 
the  records  that  some  of  the  Common  was  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  Rev.  Henry  Flint,  the  clergyman  "  July  29th,  1644.  The 
land  within  the  common  fence  at  Braintry,  neere  Knight's 

Ncckc,  belonging  to  Boston,  is  hereby  sold  unto  Matsou, 

James  Penniman,  Moses  Payne,  Francis  Elliot,  for  5s.  per  acre, 
be  it  more  or  lesse,  to  be  paid  in  corne  or  cattle  within  one 
month,  unto  the  hands  of  Henry  Flint,  of  Braintry,  for  his  own 
use,  on  consideration  of  his  late  great  losse,  through  the  hand 
of  God's  Providence,  by  fire." 

The  South  Precinct  of  the  old  town  of  Braintree  was  incor- 
porated into  a  town  on  the  ninth  of  March,  1793,  and  called 
Randolph. 

The  people  of  Braintree  seem  to  have  had  a  desire  for  all  the 
land  that  they  could  get  hold  of,  for  in  1666,  they  sent  a  peti- 
tion to  the  General  Court,  asking  for  a  new  plantation  of  six 
thousand  acres.1    The  General  Court  saw  fit  to  grant  their 

L  Rcc.  City  of  Boston,  Vol.  I.,  pp.  69  and  71. 

2.  At  tliia  early  period  (IGTiG)  the  people  came  short  of  land,  for  tho  reason 
thnt  much  of  tho  best  and  most  available  arable  surface  was  held  bj  non-resi- 
dents ami  citizens  of  Huston  as  a  mutter  of  speculation,  and  by  others  in  large 
farms,  that  it  was  a » ource  of  great  inconvenience  to  the  permanent  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  as  they,  in  their  povertj,  were  not  able  to  pay  the  high  rents  asked 
of  them  by  the  non  residents  ;  which  deprived  them  of  having  sufficient  land 
fur  carrj  Ing  on  their  agricultural  pursuits  to  any  advantage,  therefore  they  were 
obliged  to  petition  the  Geueral  Court  for  more  land. 

"  To  the  Honorable  General  Court  now  Assembled.  The  Hnmble  Petitioners 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Braintree  Humbly  Sheweth. 

"Tli.it  jour  Petitioners  account  it  our  duty,  being  thereunto  moved  from  the 
necessity  that  lyeth  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  already,  although  it  is  our 
grief  that  we  are  constrained  to  be  troublesome,  to  make  our  application  to  tins 
Honorable  Court  for  some  help  and  relief  for  our  comfortable  accommodation  in 
point  of  Loads,  in  this  respect  the  Township  is  very  poor;  and  never  having  any 
land  granted  them  froo,  except  soino  five  or  six  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  now 
dwelling  there,  nor  Commonago  but  what  they  have  purchased,  which  is  not 
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petition,  for  on  tho  tenth  of  October,  they  passed  tho  fol- 
lowing vote :  "  In  answer  of  the  inhabitants  of  Braintry,  the 
Court  on  consideration  of  the  reason  therein  expressed  judge 
meet  to  grant  unto  them  six  thousand  acres  of  land,  in  some 
place,  limited  to  one  place,  not  prejudicing  any  plantation  or 
particular  grant."  They  selected  a  tract  of  land  laying  between 
Braintrco  and  Plymouth  but  the  General  Court  would  not  let 
them  have  this : 

"31  May,  1670.  In  answer  to  the  petition  of  Braintry,  sub- 
scribed by  their  Selectmen,  humbly  desiring  this  Court's  favor  to 
confirm  unto  them  their  six  thousand  acres,  granted  to  them  for 
their  engagement,  in  a  place  they  have  found  lying  between 

two  thousand  acre*,  ami  that  is  very  poor  and  barren  lam),  tho  rest  of  that  little 
portion  of  land  which  the  inhabitants  havo  obtained  by  ptirchaao,  and  tho  town 
consisting  of  a  considerable  number  of  inhabitants  and  still  multiplying,  are 
already  much  straightened,  as  a  great  part  of  the  Town  being  in  farms,  which 
consist  of  the  best  rounds,  with  many  small  lotts  also  which  belong  to  Gentlemen 
and  friends  of  other  Towns,  which  several  of  our  inhabitants  are  inferred  by 
their  wants  to  hire  of  them  at  dear  rates,  they  having  not  any  lands  to  give  out, 
neither  for  their  enlargement  of  Tillage,  although  that  little  land  which  they 
havo  is  much  worn  out,  nor  yet  to  pasture  ii|»ou  for  the  Summer  time  those 
cattle  which  they  must  be  necessitated  to  raise  and  keep.  The  consideration  of 
these  things,  herein  presented,  in  respect  of  their  present  necessity,  as  also  tho 
Court's  readiness  to  afford  their  help  and  grant  relief  to  others,  whomsoever 
which  wo  are  apt  to  conceive  their  straight*  could  be  greater  than  ours  be,  doth 
embolden  us  Humbly  to  request  and  entreat  the  Honorable  Court  to  take  our 
ease  into  their  serious  consideration,  and  if  it  may  stand  with  your  pleasure  to 
grant  unto  us  a  quantity  of  six  thousand  acres  of  laud  in  some  place  so  as  may 
Ikj  a  reli<  f  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town,  which  we  hope  will  lie  according  to 
Cod  nud  no  detriment  to  any  other  Township,  and  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty 
bound,  slnill  always  pray." 

"  At  a  General  Court  held  at  Boston,  1  Ith  October,  ltiflfl: 

"Iu  answer  to  the  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Urn  in  tree,  the  Court  on  Con- 
sideration of  tho  Reasons  therein  expressed,  judge  meet  to  grant  unto  them  six 
thousand  acres  of  Land  in  some  place,  limited  to  one  place  not  prejudicing  any 
plantation  or  particular  grant. 

"That  what  is  abovo  written  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  Petition  exhibited 
to  the  General  Court,  ami  their  answer  thereunto,  iis  attest,  Edw.  ltawsou,  Sect. 

"Rraintree,  1Mb  October,  IflfM,  We,  the  Selectmen  of  Rraintree,  presenting 
a  Petition  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  to  the  General  Court,  by  Ensign 
Moses  Pain,  our  Deputy,  Dated  the  If'th  of  this  instant,  as  attested  by  Samuel 
Bass,  Richard  Bracket!,  Edmund  Quiiiry,  and  William  Nceuom."— Mass. 
Arch.,  Vol.  105,  p.  7. 
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their  township  and  Plymouth.  The  Court  Boes  no  cause  to 
grant  this  petition." 

Nothing  more  seems  to  have  been  done  about  this  grant  until 
1713,  when  the  people  waked  so  far  as  to  choose  a  Committee  to 
search  the  records  and  sec  if  the  right  had  expired  ;  evidently 
they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  had  not ;  for  they  chose 
another  Committee  who  appeared  before  the  General  Court  and 
got  their  former  grant  confirmed. 

This  time  they  selected  a  tract  of  land  where  the  town  of 
New  Brain  tree  now  is,  in  the  County  of  Worcester.  The  land 
was  sold  in  lot*,  and  the  proceeds  divided  between  the  pre- 
cincts.   Some  few  went  from  Brain  tree  to  settle  this  new  town. 

During  the  revolutionary  war,  some  agitation  as  to  the  prob- 
able value  of  what  were  once  called  the  Hampshire  grants 
became  perceptible  in  the  older  towns  of  Massachusetts.  The 
opportunity  offered  of  getting  lots  at  a  very  small  price  induced 
many  to  emigrate  from  this  place ;  they  formed  the  town  of 
Drain  tree  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 

Another  act  of  colonization  took  place  in  1G45,  when  several 
inhabitants  of  Braintrce  asked  the  General  Court,  and  were 
granted  a  right  to  settle  with  Gorton.1 

1.  Gorton  waa  a  religious  fanatic,  who  was  banished  from  Massachusetts 
and  settled  in  Rhode  Island. 

"  It  is  ordered  that  Samuel  Gorton  shall  be  confined  to  Charlestowne,  there  to 
be  set  on  worke,  and  to  weare  such  bonlta  or  Irons  as  may  hind'r  his  escape, 
and  to  continue  dnrelng  tho  pleasure  of  the  Oor't;  p'vided  that  if  hee  shnll 
breake  his  said  conHnem't,  or  shall  in  tlio  meano  time,  either  by  speach  or 
writing,  publish,  declare,  or  maiutnino  any  of  the  blasphcmos  or  abominable 
heresies  whcrewUh  hee  hath  bene  charged  by  the  Generall  Co'rt,  contained  in 
either  of  the  two  books  sent  uuto  us  by  him  or  Handle  Holden,  or  shall  reproach 
repve  the  churchcN  of  o'r  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  theso  United  Colonies,  or 
Um  alvill  govorum't,  or  tho  pnbliis  orilinaitcos  of  God  therein  (iiiihv**  it  I  too  by 
auswere  to  some  (piostiuu  ppouiidod  to  him  or  conference  w'th  any  elder,  or  w'th 
any  other  licensed  to  speake  w'Ui  him  privately,  under  tho  hand  of  one  of  the 
Assistants)  that  immediately  upon  accusation  of  any  such  writing  or  speach, 
hee  shall  by  such  Assistant,  to  whom  such  accusation  Bhallbee  brought,  bee 
committed  to  prison,  till  the  next  Co'rt  of  Assistants,  then  and  there  to  bee 
tryed  by  a  Jury,  whether  hee  hath  so  spoken  or  written,  and  upon  his  convic- 
tion theereof  shallbee  condemned  to  death  and  executed."  Dated  the  3d  of  the 
Mil  m.,  1013.— Maw.  Ilea,  II.,  p.  52. 

1043.    "  The  Charge  of  tho  Prisouera,  Samu :  Gorton  &  Ida  Comp'a."— "  Upon 
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"Oct.  7,  1645.  In  answer  to  a  petition  of  several  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Braintree,  for  the  approbation  of  this  Court,  to 
go  and  plant  a  town  in  the  place  where  Mr.  Gorton  did  live,  it 
was  granted,  so  as  they  take  not  up  above  1000  acres  and  that 


much  examination  &  serious  consideration  of  yo'r  writings  w'tli  yo'r  answer 
about  the  in,  woo  do  charge  yon  to  bee  a  blasphemos  encymy  of  the  truo  reli- 
gion of  o'r  Lord  Jesus  Christ  Si  ids  holy  ordinances,  and  also  of  all  Civill  au- 
thority among  the  people  of  God,  &  pertlculorly  in  this  irusdiction."— Mass. 
Rec.  II.,  p.  51. 

1045.  "  This  year  twenty  Families,  (most  of  them  of  the  church  of  Braintree), 
petitioned  the  Court  for  liberty  to  begiu  a  plantation  where  Gorton  and  his 
company  had  erected  two  or  more  houses  at  Shawamet,  some  part  of  |Puuhom'» 
land,  but  it  was  challenged  by  Mr.  Brown  of  Plymouth  as  belougiug  to  their 
jurisdiction.  This  he  did  without  any  order  from  their  Court  or  Council,  (as 
they  declared  afterwards,  but  out  of  some  privito  end  of  his  own).  It  might 
have  been  of  some  advautuge  to  the  Interest  of  the  English  on  the  frontiers  of 
Uie  Narrhagansit  Country,  but  oftlimes  regard  to  particular  profit  proves  preju- 
dicial to  general  good.  For  if  there  had  been  a  plantation  erected  there  by  those 
of  Brain 1 1  ut:  it  might  huve  been  us  a  bulwark  aguiust  the  corruption  in  faith  and 
manners  prevailing  iu  that  part  of  Now  Kligiuud  about  Providence,  hut  it  is  to 
bo  feared  that  those  parts  of  the  country,  like  the  miry  places  and  marshes 
spoken  of  in  Ezek.  47  :  11,  are  not  as  yet  to  be  healed,  hut  to  bo  given  to 
salt."— Mass.  Hist.  Col.,  8econd  Series,  Vol.  (I,  p.  414. 

These  are  the  names  of  the  above  petitioners  of  the  Church  of  Braintree:— 
"  Stephen  Kingsly,  John  Garlng,  Frauds  Eliot,  Thorn:  I  La  man,  Henry  Ad- 
ams, Thomas  Adams,  John  Sheopard,  Henry  Adam,  Junior,  8amu:  Adams, 
John  Adams,  Christopher  Adams,  William  Vaysey,  Richard  Brackett,  Chris- 
topher Webb,  Edward  Sparlden,  Thomas  Meakins,  Nicho:  Woodo,  ltobert 
Qiiclues,  Thorn:  Barret,  Daniel!  Shode,  William  Kllico,  Dcodalus  Curtis, 
Thomas  Waterman,  Nathaniel  I  Herman,  Humfry  Grigs,  John  Hustings, 
George  Aldrldgo,  John  Whouteluy,  Thomas  Wilmot,  Henry  Madsloy,  John 
French,  Arthur  Waring.  Tliey  being  about  tweuty  of  the  thirty-two  sub- 
scribers free  men." — Muss.  Ree.  II.,  p.  128. 

1C48.  "  Upon  the  request  of  the  Earlo  of  Warwick,  the  Court  allowes  Sam- 
uel Gorton  now  on  shippboard,  one  full  Weeke  after  the  date  hereof  for  the 
transportation  of  himself  and  his  goods,  through  o'r  irusdiction,  to  the  place 
of  his  dwelling,  ho  demeaning  himsolfe  inofloncively,  aecordiug  to  tho  Contents 
of  the  said  Earles  lotter;  &  that  the  Marshall,  or  somo  other,  Iks  appointed  to 
sltcw  him  a  Coppy  of  this  order,  or  to  lix  it  to  tho  Main  Must  of  the  ship,  in 
w'ch  he  is."— Mass.  Reo.,  II..  p.  242. 

For  a  more  extended  account  of  Samuel  Gortou  and  his  various  exploits,  see 
Winthrop's  History  of  New  England,  Palfrey's  History  of  New  England,  nud 
Sparks'  American  Biography,  New  Series,  Vol.  V.,  p.  317,  where  a  full  accouut 
of  his  life  is  given.   Also,  the  His.  Gouealogical  Reg. 
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seven  be  freemen,  to  dispose  of  town  affairs;  and  that  they  build 
ten  houses  there  within  this  twelve  month." 

This  attempt  to  settle  with  Gorton  did  not  succeed  for  the 
reason,  that  Mr.  Browne,  one  of  the  Commissioners  from  the 
United  Colonies,  without  authority  being  given  him  by  the 
Court,  forbid  them  going  to  Gorton's  settlement,  as  Mr.  Browne 
claimed  that  this  territory  was  within  the  limits  of  the  Plymouth 
Colony,  and  that  the  Massachusetts  Colony  had  no  jurisdiction 
in  the  matter.    [See  note  on  Gorton.] 

It  has  been  claimed  that  the  settlement  of  Braintrce  began 
with  tho  arrival  of  Capt.  Wollaaton  at  the  Mount,  in  1625.  We 
have  carefully  searched  all  written  and  traditional  accounts 
given  in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  have  been  unable  to  find 
any  record  or  even  traditional  authority  to  substantiate  this 
point.  In  fact  the  written  evidence  goes  to  prove  that  tho 
attempted  settlement  at  the  Mount  was  some  three  years  earlier 
than  the  time  Wollaston  is  said  to  have  come  here,  as  Morton 
in  his  Now  England  Canaan  relates,  that  he  arrived  here  with 
thirty  servants  in  June,  1622,  and  then  began  to  erect  his  houses. 
Winthrop's  History  agrees  with  this  statement  of  Morton,  as  ho 
asks  of  Dr.  Young  to  correct  in  the  next  edition  of  his  Chroni- 
cles of  the  First  Planters  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  the  mistake  he 
had  made  in  regard  to  Morton's  arrival. 

Every  one  admits  that  Captain  Wollaston  remained  here  but 
a  short  time,  and  from  some  cause  or  other,  left  the  Mount  and 
removed  to  Virginia,  before  the  first  year  of  his  arrival  had 
expired  ;  therefore  he  could  not  have  carried  on  the  settlement. 

Soon  after  Wollaston  left,  Morton  took  jmssession  of  the 
Mount  and  commenced  his  free  and  easy  reign,  which  continued 
until  his  demoralizing  effect  upon  his  followers,  hud  the  Indians, 
so  exasperated  the  Plymouth  Colony,  that  they  ordered  in  1628, 
Captain  Standish  to  march  upon  Morton's  jovial  village  and 
capture  him.  This  expedition  was  successful;  Morton  was 
arrested,  and,  after  a  trial,  sent  back  to  England. 

After  the  Chief  was  captured  and  sent  abroad,  his  followers 
scattered  and  joined  the  other  plantations,  which  evidently  disin- 
tegrated and  brought  to  an  end  this  Bacchanalian  community,  to 
the  great  relief  of  the  other  plantations,  and  also  happily  for  the 
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Mount,  in  preventing  the  rapidly  increasing  population,  from 
being  mostly  of  Indian  origin.  Another  reason  that  leads  us  to 
believe  that  this  settlement  was  not  permanent  is,  that  if  there 
were  any  settlers  located  here,  the  General  Court  would  have 
had  no  right  or  jurisdiction  over  the  land,  therefore  they  could 
not  have  granted  it  to  Boston  as  they  did  in  1634-5. 

Tho  settlers  were  very  tenacious  of  their  rights  to  tho  land 
they  had  taken  up,  and  the  Court  sustained  all  their  just  claims, 
as  was  the  case  between  Boston  and  Dorchester,  in  reference  to 
the  boundary  lino  between  the  Mount  and  Dorchester. 

At  the  time  the  Mount  was  annexed  to  Boston,  the  question 
arose,  where  the  northerly  boundary  line  of  the  Mount  should 
be  located.  Boston  claimed,  that  it  was  tho  Neponset  river; 
Dorchester  dissented. 

Tho  dispute  grew  out  of  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  Dor- 
chester claiming  land  or  farms  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
The  subject  came  before  the  General  Court  for  a  decision,  tho 
Court  not  being  able  to  agree  upon  the  matter,  referred  tho 
whole  subject  to  a  committee  for  a  final  settlement.  This  com- 
mittee reported  in  favor  of  the  claimants,  and  the  Squantum  lands 
went  to  Dorchester,  and  her  southerly  boundary  was  established 
to  run  a  little  south  of  the  old  Squantum  road,  and  extended  to 
the  Milton  line. 

To  our  mind,  the  most  conclusive  evidence  that  this  settle- 
ment was  not  permanent,  is,  that  in  September,  1634,  when  the 
General  Court  assessed  six  hundred  pounds  upon  the  several 
plantations  in  tho  vicinity  of  Boston,  to  pay  the  public  charges, 
no  mention  is  made  of  a  settlement  at  Mount  Wollaston,  in 
enumerating  the  amount  of  tax  that  each  was  to  pay,  viz.: 

w  Dorchester,  £80  ;  Rocksbury,  £70  ;  New  Towne,  £80 ;  Wa- 
terton,  £60;  Saugus,  £50;  Boston,  £80;  Ipswitch,  £50;  Sa- 
lem, £45 ;  Charlton,  £45 ;  Meadford,  £26  ;  Wessaguscus  (now 
Weymouth),  £10;  Barccovc  (now  Hingham),  £4.'n 

From  1634-5,  when  Mount  Wollaston  was  given  to  Boston, 
and  she  in  turn  granted  land  to  various  persons  to  come  hero 
and  settle  upon,  we  can  fairly  and  definitely  date  the  beginning 
of  the  first  permanent  settlement  of  the  town  of  old  Braintree. 

I.  M«u  R«c.  Vol.  Lt  p.  129. 
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It  is  proposed  to  give  a  full  compilation,  and  general  view  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  territory  included  in  Mount  Wollaston 
and  the  Old  township  of  Brnintrce  was  taken  up ;  also  of  the 
vexatious  troubles  the  common  lands  gavo  the  inhabitants.  By 
order  of  the  General  Court,  Mount  Wollaston  was  in  1G34-5 
given  to  Boston,  which  in  turn  granted  tracts  of  land  to  indi- 
viduals to  come  out  and  settle  on.  Many  persons  after  having 
acquired  their  grants,  did  not  come  here  to  reside,  but  held  them 
for  speculation,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the  actual  settlers. 
We  endeavored  to  locate  these  allotments,  but  the  indiscrimi- 
nate, and  irregular  manner  in  which  the  grants  were  made,  and 
the  great  uncertainty  of  the  bounds,  caused  us  to  give  it  up. — 
After  having  examined  some  two  hundred  deeds  and  wills,  we 
found  matters  so  mixed,  that  it  was  useless  to  proceed  further, 
and  preferred  that  at  some  future  time  an  expert  conveyancer 
might  illustrate  his  peculiar  innate  intuition,  by  establishing 
bounds,  locating  blazed  trees,  finding  heaps  of  stone  that  have 
passed  out  of  existence  centuries  ago,  and  accounting  for  rivers 
that  are  now  inferior  brooks,  or  no  brooks  at  all. 

The  first  difficulty  that  occurred  from  the  public  grants  of 
land,  grew  out  of  establishing  the  boundary  line  between  Boston 
and  Dorchester.  In  1634-5,  the  General  Court  gave  to  Boston 
the  whole  of  tho  Mount ;  previous  to  this  conveyance,  several 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Dorchester  had  taken  up  farms  on  the 
south  side  of  Neponsct  rivor,  which  caused  a  dispute,  whether 
these  farms  belonged  to  Boston  or  Dorchester.  After  consider- 
able contention  the  General  Court  appointed  a  Committee  to 
settle  these  differences,  consisting  of  Lieut.  Feakes,  Mr.  Tal- 
cott,  and  Mr.  Woolridge.  Ensign  Gibbons  and  William  Felps 
were  also  directed  to  accompany  them  ;  all  other  persons  were 
prohibited  from  going  with  them,  or  being  present  at  their  dclib- 
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crntions.  In  September,  Mr.  Feakcs  and  Mr.  Talcott  made  tlieir 
report,  which  was  accepted,  establishing  the  south  line  of  the 
town  of  Dorchester  on  the  sea,  at  a  point  in  Quincy  Hay  south 
of  Squantum,  and  running  westerly  to  Mr.  Stoughton's  farm, 
("Mr.  Stoughton's  farm  consisted  of  100  acres,  including  nearly 
the  whole  of  Milton  Hill,  and  the  front  on  the  river  to  the  bend, 
where  the  shipyard  of  Mr.  Hriggs  was  located,"1)  giving  a  large 
portion  of  the  upland  and  all  tin;  salt  marshes  on  the  south 
bank  of  Neponsct  river  to  the  town  of  Dorchester,  an  extent  of 
ten  miles  of  shore,  and  establishing  the  right  of  UogeV  Ludlow, 
Mr.  Rossetcr,  and  Mr.  Newbury  and  others  to  hold  their  farms 
on  the  south  side  of  Nei>onsct. 

Mr.  Koger  Ludlow,  who  was  chosen  Deputy  Governor  in  1034, 
had  by  this  decision  confirmed  to  hint  one  handled  acres  of  land 
lying  between  41  Musquantum  Chapell,"*  and  the  mouth  of  Ne- 
ponsct river.  A  part  of  this  Squantum  farm  was  known  for 
many  years  as  Ludlow's  Point.  Mr.  Edward  Rosseter  was  a 
person  of  some  note,  having  been  chosen  as  early  as  1G20,  one 
of  the  assistants.  The  extent  of  his  farm  I  have  not  been  able 
to  find,  but  repeated  mention  is  made  of  it  in  the  old  records. 
Mr.  Newbury's  grant  was  much  larger  than  the  others,  as  his 
farm  contained  some  four  hundred  acres  large  measure,  bounded 
on  the  south  by  what  afterwards  was  Mr.  Wilson's  farm ;  on  the 
east  by  the  sea  at  low  water  mark,  and  on  the  west  (including 
tho  old  Squautum  road)  it  stretched  to  the  boundaries  of  Dor- 

1.  "  It  is  a  conjecture  of  long  {standing,  that,  that  well  known  point  in  Dor- 
chester (callod  Squantum,  |  rocoivod  its  naino  from  Squnuto,  Ml  Indian  Chief. 
Tho  rustio  legend,  that  it  was  so  namod  becauso  nn  Indian  Squaw  throw  horsolf 
from  the  rocks  there,  in  'early  times,'  is  not  deemed  worthy  consideration.— 
For  the  want  of  a  heller  derivation,  prohahly,  some  one  couverted  1  Sqxtaw 
Tumble'  into  Squantum.  If  named  for  the  Indian  before  mentioned,  the  time 
when,  and  the  circumstances  which  occasioned  it,  are  alike  unknown.  It  is 
very  possible  that  the  name  Squautum,  however,  had  nothing  to  do  with  this 
Iudian  at  all."-Drake's  Antiq.  of  Boston,  p.  43. 

'1.  "  Abrupt  pile  of  rocks,  known  by  tho  name  of  4  tho  Chnpel,'  ut  tho  north- 
east extremity  of  the  peninsular  of  Squantum. 

44  Here,  for  many  years,  was  celebrated  "Pilgrim's  Feast,'  to  which  pcoplo 
from  all  parts  of  tho  State  resorted,  and  spent  the  day  in  social  glee,  in  memory 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  and  their  laudiug  at  Plymouth.  It  has  been  discon- 
tinued many  years."— Whitney's  History  of  Quincy. 
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Chester,  now,  since  1GG2,  Milton.  He  also  had  another  farm 
further  up  (he  Ncponset  river.  This  large  farm  was  sold  to  the 
Hon.  John  Glover  in  1G10.  As  to  Mr.  Pynchon's  and  Mr.  Wol- 
cott's,  we  cannot  even  ascertain  their  location,  nor  have  we  been 
able  to  establish  the  time  these  farms  were  taken  up,  but  it  must 
have  been  at  a  very  early  period. 

The  first  grant  was  that  which  provided  for  the  Minister  of 
the  first  Church  of  Boston,  the  licv.  John  Wilson,  in  the  place 
of  the  former  grant  at  Mystic  or  Med  ford.  This  vote  was 
adopted  during  his  absence  to  bring  over  his  wife  from  England. 

13th  April,  1085.  "It  is  agreed  by  general  consent  that  our 
Pastor,  Mr.  John  Wilson,  shall  have  liberty  to  improve  what 
ground  may  be  for  him  at  Mount  Wollaston,  with  free  reserv- 
ing unto  him  his  grant  at  Mystic  until  his  corning  home  for 
further  agreement  with  the  inhabitants." 

Mr.  Wilson  arrived  in  Boston  in  October.  By  the  next  vote 
it  appears  that  this  promised  gift  was  burdened  with  an  encum- 
brance of  the  Indian  right  of  possession. 

4th  December,  1G35.  "Item, —  Whereas  the  greatest  part  of 
the  ground  at  Mount  Wollaston  intended  to  have  been  given 
from  the  inhabitants  to  our  Pastor,  Mr.  John  Willson  in  lieu  or 
exchange  for  his  farm  at  Mystic,  has  proved  to  belong  unto  the 
Indians  and  others,  whose  interest  therein  he  hath  been  forced 
to  purchase  —  the  inhabitants  do  therefore  relinquish  all  claim 
unto  his  said  land  at  Mystic,  and  do  further  confirm  unto  him 
his  interest  in  his  said  land  at  Mount  Wollaston,  with  further 
allowance  to  have  by  way  of  purchase  from  the  Indians  and 
others,  or  otherwise,  60  much  of  the  upland  ground  within  or 
about  his  said  grounds  there  as  may  make  him  up  a  convenient 
farm  there."  "The  town  seems  to  have  had  some  trouble  in 
buying  up  the  rights  of  settlers  as  well  as  of  the  Indians,  to 
make  good  this  grant." 

It  is  evident  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Boston  to  grant  the 
Squantum  lands  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  as  will  bo  seen  by  the 
following  vote  :  16th  September,  lGiiG.  "item, — At  this  Assembly 
it  was  agreed  upon  by  common  vote  and  by  lifting  up  of  hands, 
that  the  five  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres,  as  they  are  described 
in  a  map,  and  which  were  formerly  purchased  of  Mount  Wol- 
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laston,  with  the  consent  of  this  town,  partly  of  Mr.  Pynchon, 
partly  of  Mr.  Wolcott,  partly  of  Mr.  Smith,  (or  at  least  his  title 
utterly  silenced),  and  partly  of  the  Indians,  should  be  and  is  the 
allotment  of  the  said  John  Wilson  there,  together  urith  the  land* 
then  in  controversey  betwixt  Dorchester  and  Boston,  \f  the  Court 
adjudge  them  to  Boston"  As  the  Court  adjudged  these  lands 
to  Dorchester,  Mr.  Wilson  had  to  receive  the  more  southerly 
grants. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  allotment  was  made  in  the 
northern  part  of  what  is  now  called  Quincy,  as  Dr.  John  Wilson, 
one  of  the  first  physicians  settled  in  this  town,  and  grandson  of 
the  minister,  inherited  a  large  part  of  these  lands.  His  resi- 
dence was  on  the  land  of  Edmund  B.  Taylor,  and  now  in  the 
possession  of  his  son,  and  whose  house,  within  a  few  years, 
has  been  taken  down.  The  Wilson  grant  contained  the  Taylor 
and  Rawson  farm,  and  also  a  large  part  of  what  is  now  called 
Wollaston  Heights. 

Tho  next  grants  in  regular  order  were  those  to  Quincy  and 
Coddington.  14th  December,  1635.  "  It  is  agreed  by  general 
consent  that  Mr.  W.  Colburn,  Mr.  W.  Aspinwall,  Mr.  J.  Samp- 
ford,  W.  ttalston  and  Richard  Wright,  shall  in  behalf  of  the 
town  go  and  take  view  at  Mount  Wollaston  and  bound  out 
thero  what  may  be  sufficient  for  Mr.  William  Coddington  and 
Edmund  Quincy,  to  have  for  their  particular  farms  thero; 
and  aecordingly  as  they  five  or  four  of  them  shall  agree  upon  to 
stand,  and  the  same  to  be  entered  in  this  book." 

Immediately  after  this  follows  a  general  authority  to  make 
allotments  in  the  following  words:  —  11  Item, — It  is  agreed  that 
all  the  allotments  at  Mount  Wollaston  shall  be  set  out  by  Mr. 
Coddington,  William  Colburn,  William  Aspinwall,  Edmund 
Quincy  and  Richard  Wright,  or  some  four  of  them ;  and  that 
every  allotment  shall  have  convenient  proportions  of  meadow 
thereunto,  according  to  their  number  of  cattle  that  have  tho 
samo." 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  first  Committee  on  tho 
allotments  to  Coddington  and  Quincy  : 

14th  March,  1636.  "  And  whereas  at  a  general  meeting  the 
14th  of  the  10th  month  last,  it  was  ordered  that  Mr.  W.  Col- 
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barn,  Mr.  W.  Aspin wall,  J.  Sampford,  W.  Balston  and  Richard 
Wright,  should  bound  out  Mr.  W.  Coddington's  and  Edmund 
Quincy's  farms  at  Mount  Wollaston,  and  the  some  accordingly 
to  be  entered  in  this  book.** 

"  Now  the  said  five  persons  have  thus  given  in  the  bounds 
thereof,  viz. :  that  Mr.  Wilson's  lot  shall  be  the  northerly  bound, 
and  the  sea  on  the  east  part,  with  so  much  of  the  neck  of  land 
towards  Nut  Island  unto  the  marked  trees  of  the  neck,  and  so 
to  be  compassed  about  on  the  south  and  west  part  as  we  have 
marked  it  out  by  trees,  from  place  to  place,  unto  the  dead 
swamp  next  to  Mr.  Wilson's,  excluding  a  parcel  of  marsh  land, 
in  which  there  stands  three  hummocks  with  pine  trees  upon  the 
cast  side  of  the  marsh  near  the  water."  "  It  will  be  perceived 
that  this  boundary  includes  both  farms,  and  comprehends  the 
whole  of  the  extensive  tract  on  the  seaboard  from  the  dead 
swamp  on  the  north  to  Hough's  Neck  on  the  south,  including 
what  is  called  Mount  Wollaston,  but  excluding  the  great  plain  * 
of  salt  marsh  on  the  south  of  it,  as  well  marked  by  the  threo 
hummocks  at  this  day  as  it  was  two  centuries  ago,  although  the 
wood  has  changed  from  pine  to  oak  and  walnut." 

The  arrival  of  Mr.  William  Hutchinson  to  the  Colony,  which 
occurred  on  the  13th  of  September,  1634,  and  one  of  the  great 
Antinomian  leaders,  now  introduced  the  seeds  of  the  great  schism 
at  Mount  Wollaston,  which  created  an  exciting  religious  con- 
troversy  in  the  Colonies  for  some  time,  or  until  they  were 
banished. 

4th  January,  1636.  "Item,—  That  Mr.  William  Hutchinson 
shall  have  a  sufficient  farm  laid  him  out  at  Mount  Wollaston, 
beyond  Mr.  Coddington's  farm  and  Mr.  Wilson's  into  the  country 
adjoining  Dorchester  bounds,  by  the  aforesaid  five  persons  or 
four  of  them,  at  their  discretion." 

It  would  appear  from  the  following,  that  the  collision  be- 
tween Pastor  Wilson  and  the  Hutchinsons  was  not  altogether 
confined  to  spiritual  boundaries : 

9th  May,  1636.  "  Item,— It  is  ordered  that  William  Aspinwall, 
Wm.  Brenton,  Wm.  Balston,  John  Sampford,  and  James  Penne, 
or  some  four  of  them,  shall  lay  out  our  Pastor,  Mr.  John  Wilson's 
bounds  and  Mr.  William  Hutchinson's  at  Mount  Wollaston." 
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9th  January,  1637.  "Anil  whereas,  at  a  general  meeting,  the 
4th  of  the  eleventh  month,  1035,  it  was  ordered  that  Mr.  W. 
Coddington,  Mr.  W.  Cdlburn,  W.  Aspinwall,  Edmund  Quincy, 
and  J.  Sampford,  should  lay  out  Mr.  W.  Hutchinson  a  sufficient 
fann  at  Mount  Wolhiston  at  their  discretion.  Now  the  said 
five  persons  have  at  this  day  under  their  hands  thus  given  in  the 
laying  out  thereof,  viz. :  Thuy  have  assigned  unto  him  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  ground  lying  betwixt  Dorchester  bounds  and  Mount 
Wollaston  river  from  the  back  of  Mr.  Coddington's  and  Mr. 
Wilson's  farm,  up  into  the  country,  and  if  there  be  not  sufficient 
meadow  ground  within  this  lot,  to  have  such  competent  meadow 
assigned  to  him  as  thcro  shall  be  found  most  fitting  for  him." 

When  Mr.  Hutchinson's  land  was  laid  out  it  was  supposed  to 
have  been  within  tho  Braintree  line,  but  when  a  survey  was 
made  in  laying  out  the  towns  of  Braintree  and  Dorchester,  a 
large  part  of  Hutchinson's  lot  was  found  to  fall  within  the  line  of 
the  latter  town  ;  in  fact,  including  the  whole  east  corner  of  the 
town  of  Milton,  or  what  is  now  called  East  Milton,  beside  a 
large  tract  within  the  Braintree  line. 

The  next  grant  is  to  Atherton  Hough : 

4th  January,  1636.  "  It  is  agreed  by  gcnoral  consent  that  Mr. 
Atherton  Houghes  shall  have  six  hundred  acres  laid  him  out 
beyond  Mount  Wollaston,  from  between  Monatyquot  river  to 
the  bound  that  parts  our  bound  from  Weymouth,  and  if  there 
be  not  sufficient  meadow  there  for  this  said  farm,  then  he  is  to 
be  accommodated  with  meet  meadow  for  it  in  the  little  meadow 
at  tho  upper  cud  of  tho  fresh  brook  called  the  "  stand,"  and  to 
be  laid  out  by  tho  former  fivo  mentioned  persons  or  four  of 
them." 

"Thus  far  it  has  not  been  difficult  to  understand  the  course  of 
the  allotments.  They  appear  to  have  extended  coastwise  from 
Neponsite  to  the  Weymouth  river,  beginning  at  the  north  and 
going  southward.  But  there  was  yet  one  great  tract  left,  and 
this  seems  to  have  been  granted  later  to  Mr.  Hough  in  exchango 
for  some  portion  of  his  first  grant.  It  is  the  same  which  has 
ever  since  been-  known  by  his  name,  as  '  Hough's  Neck.' " 

4th  December,  1637.  "  Also  it  is  agreed  that  Mr.  Atherton 
Haulgh  shall  have  all  that  neck  of  land  (as  yet  not  laid  out)  join- 
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ing  to  Mr.  William  Coddingtou,  north-west  of  the  Brethren's  " 
meadow  lots  there,  nnd  to  have  it  made  up  seven  hundred  acres 
upon  the  main  land,  fifty  acres  thereof  to  be  in  the  little  meadow 
where  Mr.  William  Hutchinson  had  hay  mown  this  last  year,  and 
if  the  meadow  exceed  not  threescore  acres,  then  is  Mr.  Haulgh 
to  have  the  whole  meadow,  and  it  is  left  to  his  choice  to  begin 
from  the  west,  either  at  the  little  meadow,  and  so  to  come 
downward  to  the  Brethren's  lots  of  seven  acres  upon  a  head— 
or  to  begin  from  their  lot  and  so  up  to  the  meadow,  all  upon  the 
north  side  of  the  Stony  Brook  — and  for  the  rocky  ground 
therein  to  have  allowance,  as  the  Brethren  have  unto  their  rocky 
ground  there  —  and  to  have  commonage  as  the  Brethren  have 
there,  and  if  the  said  meadow  do  exceed  threescore  acres,  then 
is  Mr.  Haulgh  to  have  his  fifty  acres  therein  where  he  pleascth 
taking  it  altogether  at  which  end  thereof  he  will."  This  allusion 
to  Hutchinson's  meadow  is  explained  by  the  following  order  : 

28th  August,  1037.  « Also  it  is  agreed  that  Mr.  William 
Hutchinson  have  leave  for  the  present  summer  to  mow  the  littlo 
meadow  at  the  head  of  Monatiquot  river,  and  to  be  considered 
of  for  further  enjoyment  of  it." 

The  final  settlement  with  Mr.  Hough  was  made  as  follows  : — 
28th  October,  1039.  "  It  was  fully  agreed  on  and  concluded 
between  said  overseers  on  the  town's  behalf  on  the  one  part,  and 
the  said  Mr.  Athcrton  Haulgh  on  the  other  part,  that  air. 
Haulgh  shall  relinquish  all  claim  unto  all  the  land  commonly 
called  the  Captain's  plain,  lying  over  against  the  southern  end  of 
the  second  Company  of  lots  at  Mount.  Wollaston,  and  lying  on 
the  west  side  of  tho  fresh  brook,  bounded  towards  the  north 
and  east  by  the  said  fresh  brook  running  out  of  a  swamp  in  the 
midst  of  the  plain  near  adjoining  unto  the  said  fresh  brook 
towards  the  west  of  the  marked  trees.  In  consideration  of 
which  the  men  chosen  in  the  town's  behalf  aforesaid,  do  grant 
and  agree  that  the  said  Mr.  Haulgh  shall  have  with  all  conve- 
nient speed  measured  out  unto  him  as  much  land  in  quantity  as 
the  plain  bounded  as  aforesaid  containcth  in  it,  and  eighty  acres 
overplus  to  adjoin  unto  the  southraost  side  of  land  already  laid 
out  to  him,  to  lie  all  along  a  line  already  set  out,  extending 
about  five  hundred  rods  in  length,  and  to  be  of  equal  breadth 
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from  the  said  line  in  all  places,  ns  much  as  the  quantity  granted 
to  him  (whatever  U  be)  shall  require." 

The  next  large  and  important  grant  of  land  was  made  to  the 
celebrated  John  Wheelwright,  a  minister,  who  was  expelled 
from  the  Colony  for  his  religious  views. 

20th  February,  1687.  "  It  is  agreed  that  our  brother  John 
Wheelwright  shall  have  an  allotment  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  set  off  for  him  at  Mount  Wollaston  where  may  lie  most 
convenient,  without  prejudice  to  the  setting  up  a  town  there,  to 
Iks  laid  out  by  Mr.  Coddington  for  our  brother  Wheelwright." 

It  appears  that  they  located  his  grant  near  the  marsh  called 
the  three  hill  marsh,  immediately  south  of  Mount  Wollaston. 

3d  April,  1637.  "  Whereas  at  a  former  meeting  it  was  agreed 
that  Mr.  W.  Coddington  and  our  brother  Richard  Wright  should 
lay  out  our  brother,  Mr.  J.  Wheelwright,  his  allotment  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  at  Mount  Wollaston." 

"Now  they  have  brought  in  the  laying  out  thereof,  thus,  viz.: 
Forty  acres  thereof  in  the  sunk  marsh,  lying  south  and  by  east 
of  the  lnnds  of  tho  said  William  Coddington  ;  five  acres  for  his 
house  lot,  and  two  hundred  and  live  at  the  end  of  it  running 
with  one  side  of  the  first  hit  and  tho  line  of  twenty  acres  of  the 
planting  ground  allotted,  to  be  extended  into  the  country  ground 
till  his  full  proportion  of  two  hundred  and  five  acres  between 
those  lines  be  runned  out." 

u  The  disposition  of  this  land  seems  to  have  been  in  conflict 
with  tho  rights  of  the  other  grantees,  so  that  when  Wheelwright's 
lands  came  to  bo  sold  after  his  banishment,  it  became  necessary 
to  settle  the  question  how  far  they  extended." 

27th  January,  1641.  "  It  is  ordered  that  whereas  there  was 
formerly  granted  to  Mr.  John  Wheelwright  a  great  lot  of  250 
acres,  205  acres  whereof  have  been  laid  out  where  parts  of  the 
first  allotments  should  have  lain,  and  the  purchaser  of  Mr.  Wheel- 
wright's grant  hath  consented  to  the  parting  with  the  said  two 
hundred  and  five  acres  for  the  having  in  lieu  thereof  all  the 
Captain's  plain,  and  eighty  acres  more. 

"  Also  for  ending  the  differences  between  the  purchasers  of 
Mr.  Wheelwright's  lands  and  the  owners  of  the  second  division 
or  lot  at  Mount  Wollaston,  for  as  much  as  the  sa\d  purchasers 
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cannot  linve  their  lands  supplied  in  course,  as  those  of  the  first 
lot  had,  without  prejudice  to  many  men,  who  had  improved 
their  lots;  it  is  therefore  ordered,  hy  consent  of  divers  of  the 
parties,  that  the  purchasers  of  Mr.  Wheelwright's  lands  shall 
have  (in  lieu  of  the  two  hundred  and  five  acres  which  was  taken 
away  towards  ihc  making  up  of  what  was  wanting  to  the  first 
division  or  lot  there)  the  one  hundred  and  thirteen  acres  at  the 
end  of  his  land,  and  the  Captain's  plain,  being  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fourteen  acres,  and  that  the  widow  Shelley's  son  and 
those  who  challenge  interest  in  the  said  plain  shall  have  their 
parts  first  supplied  and  laid  out  where  no  grant  is  already  made 
in  particular,  and  together  therewith  the  thirty  acres  remaining 
of  Mr.  Wheelwright's  proportion  beside,  and  the  purchasers  arc 
to  have  in  lieu  of  the  residue,  more  than  thirty  acres,  which 
they  allowed  to  the  said  widow  Shelly's  son  and  the  rest,  such 
proportion  of  the  rocky  ground  lying  next  the  said  plain,  and 
the  said  forty-three  acres,  as  the  surveyor,  upon  view  shall  find 
answerable  to  the  eighteen  acres  remaining  to  them." 

It  would  appear  by  the  Boston  town  records  that  those  per- 
sons who  had  land  granted  them  here  were  held  on  certain  re- 
strictions, as  in  1C38,  Hichard  Wright,  a  prominent  actor  in 
these  land  grants,  for  disposing  of  his  lauds  at  Mount  Wollas- 
ton  without  permission  being  given  him  by  the  town  of  Boston, 
was  fined  for  this  neglect. 

"  At  this  day  it  hath  appeared  that  the  said  Richard  Wright 
hath  sold  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land  at  Mount  Wol- 
laston  to  one  Mr.  Pane  of  Concord,  without  the  consent  of  the 
town  allotcrs,  contrary  to  the  former  order,  and  he  is  therefore 
to  pay  for  a  fine  to  the  town  stock,  to  be  paid  at  the  next  town 
meeting,  the  fine  of  six  pounds." 

These  second  smaller  allotments  are  very  diflicult  to  locate, 
as  there  was  a  constant  stream  of  them  made  to  individuals 
without  regularity  or  discrimination,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  fol-  9 
lowing  grants  made  in  Braintrce  by  Boston,  to  various  persons, 
as  taken  from  the  Boston  records  of  land  grants.  It  will  be 
seen  by  the  allotments  that  each  member  of  a  family  received 
four  acres.  For  the  .convenience  of  thoso  Who  are  in  pursuit 
of  genealogical  information,  we  have  designated  with  a  star  the 
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names  of  those  who  came  here  to  reside,  ami  are  to  be  found 
on  the  Braintrce  town  and  parish  records  : 


•  Heads.  Acres. 

1640.  Feb.  24th.  *Adams,  Henry,  3s.  an  acre,  10  40 

«       «        "  •Alive,  Benjamin  3  12 

"       "        "  •Aldrich,  George  5  20 

"       "        "  'Alton,  Samuel  7  28 

«       «        "      •Arnold,  John  2  8 

1038.  Feb.   19th.    #Award    (Hnywnrd)  Uichard,  a 
house  plot  on  condition  of  inoffensive  carriage. 

1040.  Feb.  24th.  Burrill,  George  9  86 

"       "       «  Belfield,  Samuel  5  20 

1G39.  Feb.   19th.  #Bclcher,  Gregory,  3s.  an  acre,       13  52 

1638.     "       "  Bell,  Thomas  3  12 

1G40.  Mar.  30th.  Bird,  Thomas  3  12 

"     Feb.  24th.  Blysse,  Thomas  9  3G 

«       «        "  •Brackett,  Peter  12  48 

«      "        «       Brisco,  William  8  32 

1638.  Feb.    19th.  Brown,  William  3  12 

"       "        "       Burdon,  George  5  20  . 

1039.  Nov.  25th.  "  "  3  12 
1038.  Feb.   19th.  Bushnell,  Marllia  5  20 

1040.  Feb.   24th.  Cmter,  Richard  3  12 
"       "•       "  •Clark,  James  2  8 

1038.  Feb.   19th.  •Clark,  John  10  40 

1039.  Nov.  25th.  •Clark,  Thomas  0  24 

1040.  Jan.  27th.        "         "  8  32 

1039.  Sept.  30th.  Cole,  Clement  7  28 
1640.  Feb.  24th.  Collyns,  Christopher,  2  8 

Collyns,  John  of  Monaticot,  3  12 

Corey,  James  4  10 

1638.  Feb.   19th.  Crabtree,  John  2  8 

1089.  Dec.  30th.     '  «          «  3  12 

UM0.  Jan.  27th.  Critchloy,  lttclittnl  5  20 

1038.  Jan.  29th.  Cullymorc,  Isaac  4  16 

1040.  Feb.  24th.  •Dassett,  John  7  28 
"    Mar.  30th.  #l)avis,  William  5  20 

1638.  Feb.   19th.  Dennys,  Edward  3  12 

"     Jan.  29th.  East,  Francis  2  8 

"       «        "  •Elliot,  Francis  4  16 

•      1639.  Sept.  80th.  Foster  Thomas,  Governor  of  the 

Castle  Island,  0  24 

1610.  Feb.  21st.  •French,  John,  of  Monaticot,  5  20 

"       «       "  Gilbert,  Thomas,  7  28 

"    Jan.   11th.  Gramc,  Samuel  4  1G 

1037.  Jan.     9th.  Gunnison,  Hugh  8  12 

1640.  Feb.  24th.  Ilarlar,  John  3  12 

1037.  Oct.    80th.  Ilassctt,  John  3  12 
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HomIh.  Acre*. 

1640.  Mar.  30th.   Hathaway,  Nicholas  9  3G 

"       *       "      Haven  Robert  '    4  16 

1638.  Feb.   19th.    Hawkins,  James  4  16 

44       "        "       Hawkins,  Thomas  4  10 

1640.  Mar.  31st         "           «  5  20 

"    Jan.  27th.    Hewstcad,  Robert  8  32 

"       «        «      Hogg,  Richard,  houseplot,  garden,    5  20 

1638.  Jan.  29th.    Hunne,  George,  5  20 

1639.  July    8th.    Hurd,  John  3  12 

1638.  Feb.   19th.    Hutchinson,  Edward  the  younger,    6  24 
"       44       "      Jackson,  John  3  12 

1640.  Feb.  24th.    •Jewell,  Thomas  "  3  12 

1639.  July    2nd.    Jeiwon,  John,  3  shillings  an  acre,     3  12 

1640.  Feb.    24th.    Kidbv,  Lewis  2  8 

Kirkly,  William  3  12 
1638.  Feb.   18th.    •Keayne,  Benjamin,  a  great  lot  of 

meadow  and  upland  at  Mouaticot  200 

1638.  Feb.   19th.    #Kiii8ley,  Stephen  0  36 

1639.  Nov.  25th.    Lisle,  Francis  5  20 

1640.  Jan.  24th.    Lovel,  Daniel  3  12 
44       "     27th.    Lugg,  John  9  80 

1638.  Feb.  19th.    Lowe,  John  4  16 

1640.  Feb.  24th.    •Maudslcy,  Henry  3  12 

"      "       11      'Merchant,  John  2  8 

1640  Feb.   24th.    *Mckync,  Thomas  Jr.,  7  28 

•Miles,  John  H  44 

Millard,  Thomas  5  20 

"       "        44      Moore,  John  3  12 

1638.  Feb.  19th.  Mower,  William  9  36 
1640.  Feb.   24th.    •Neale,  Henry  3  12 

44    Jan.  27th.    •Necdham,  William  3  12 

w    Feb.  24th.    Newton,  Anthony  3  12 

1639.  Sept.  30th.    Offlcy,  D.  15  60 

1640.  Feb.  24th.  Onyon,  John  2  8 
m      *«       «      #pafflvn)  j0|m  o  8 

44     Mar.  30th.    Parker,  Richard,  on  Mouaticot 

river,  500 

1639.  Dec.  30th.    Perry,  Arthur  7  28 

1640.  Feb.  24th.  Place,  Thomas  6  20 
44    Aug.  26th.   #Plumley,  Alexander  3  12 

1640.  Feb.  24th.    •Puffer,  George  5  20 

1638.  Feb.   19th.   •Porter,  Abol  2  8 

1639.  Dec.  30th.    #Potter,  William  11  44 

1640.  Feb.  24th.  Rcade,  John  11  44 
"  Mar.  30th.  Rickett,  Richard  10  40 
"  Feb.  24th.  Rodgcrs,  David  2  8 
44       44        44       •Rose,  George  5  20 

1638.  April  19th.    •Scott,  Robert  12  48 
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Heads.  Acres. 


1638.  April  lGtli.  Sellen,  Thomas,  house  ]»lot 

1640.  Feb.  24th.  Sharpc,  Robert  4  16 

«       "       "  •Sheppard,  George  18 

«    Jan.    27th.  Shrirnpton,  Henry  3  12 

"    Feb.  24th.  Simons,  Thomas  10  10 

«       "        «  Sinnott,  Waters  3  12 

"       "        "  Smyth,  Matthew  5  20 

«     Jan.   27th.  •Spoor,  John  f>  20 

"     Feb.   24th.  Stephens,  Robert  3  12 

1638.  Feb.  19th.  Staunyan,  Anthony  11  44 
1640.  Jan.  27th.  Stoddard,  Anthony  100 
1630.  Nov.  25th.  Storer,  Richard  3  12 

1639.  Dec.  10th.  *Tinge,  Edward,  on  the  upper 

side  of  the  pond,  250 

1640.  Feb.  24th.  •Taycr  (Thayer)  Thomas  76 
"    Jan.  27th.  Thompson,  William,  free  from 

the  rate  of  3  shillings,  120 

1638.  Feb.  19th.  Wardall,  William  3  12 
11  Jan.  29th.  Wayte,  Gammcll  10  40 
"  "  "  Wayte,  Richard  4  16 
"       "        "  •Webb,  ITenry  10  40 

16-10.  Feb.  24th.  Wells,  Daniel  20  80 

1639.  Aug.  26th.  Williams,  Nathaniel  4  16 

1640.  Feb.  24th.  Wilson,  Jacob  4  16 
"       "        "  Wiseman,  James  3  12 

1639.  Dec.  30th.  Wooddas,  Richard  3  12 

1640.  Jan.  27th.  •Wright,  George  3  12 


1639.  Feb.  18th.  •  Wright,  Richard,  a  narrow  piece 
of  land  lying  at  Mount  Wollaston,  between 
the  mill  and  the  fresh  brook,  to  begin  at  the 
end  of  the  first  lot,  and  to  extend  four  score 
rods  in  length  to  the  furtherance  of  his 
water  mill  building  there,  and  in  regard  of 
his  ready  servieeableness  to  the  town's  oc- 
casions. 

After  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  the  following  larger 
grants  were  made  to  the  several  persons  here  enumerated,  viz.: 

Heads.  Acres. 

1041.  July  31st.  Kendall,  Edward  400 
1(541.  Jan.  31st.   Briscoe,  William  1  4 

1644.  July  29th.  *Elliot,  Francis  mid  others,  land 
within  the  common  fence  of  Braiutrcc,  near 
the  Knight's  Neck,  (see  Matson,  •Pcnniman, 
and  Payne.) 

1644.    July  29th.    •Flint,  llcnrv  (sec  •Thompson, 
William.) 
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Head*.  Acres. 


1044.  July  29th.  Matson,  Sargent  (sec  Elliot, 
Francis.) 

1041.  Nov.  29th.    Palmer,  John  2  8 

KM 4.  July  29th.  •Payne,  Mows  (moo  Elliot,  Fran- 
cis.) 

11  July  29th.  *Pcnniman,  Joseph,  (seo  Elliot 
Francis,)  and  {Robert  Scott,  adjoined  to 
Webb's,  with  allowance  for  rock  land,  or 

swamp,  200 

1G41.  July  2Gth.    Sterns,  Henry  5  20 

1644.  July  29th.  Thompson,  William  and  Flynt, 
Henry,  marsh  in  the  three  hills  marsh  not 
formerly  granted  to  J.  Wheelwright,  to- 
gcthcr  with  two  hillocks  of  upland. 

1G44.  Sept.  28th.  Webb,  Henry,  beyond  Monnlicot 
river,  adjoining  to  Edward  Tyng's  and 
Edward  Hutchingson's  farms.  200 

1641.  July  31st.    Wheelwright,  John,  in  the  three 

hills  marsh.  40 

1G44.  Jan.   19th.  Winthrop,  John  Jr.,  and  others, 

for  the  encouragement  of  an  iron  work,  8000 

In  1641,  the  town  passed  the  following  vote  as  a  precautionary 
measure  to  prevent,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  the  trouble  and 
annoyance  these  allotments  to  so  many  people  in  Hoston  were 
liable  to  produce  by  the  grantees  claiming  exemption  from  tax- 
ation, or  paying  their  share  of  the  town's  charges ;  therefore 
they  preferred  to  purchase  all  land  for  sale,  by  any  one  in  the 
place,  so  that  it  might  be  owned  by  the  permanent  residents 
of  the  town : 

"  It  is  ordered  that  no  inhabitants  of  the  town  shall  sell  or 
dispose  of  any  house  or  land  to  any  that  is  not  received  as  an 
inhabitant  into  the  town,  without  it  be  first  offered  unto  the  men 
appointed  to  dispose  of  the  town  affairs,  and  in  case  it  be  not 
bought  up  by  them  within  twenty  days  after  the  first  ofTcr,  that 
they  shall  have  liberty  to  dispose  of  it,  only  to  such  as  the 
townsmen  shall  approvo  on,  and  therefor  it  is  agreed  that  every 
acre  of  land,  or  house  so  disposed  on,  without  the  townsmen 
consent,  shall  pay  the  whole  sum  of  nineteen  shillings  and  seven 
pence ;  moreover,  it  is  furdcr  ordered  that  no  man  that  is  not 
received  an  inhabitant  into  the  town  shall  have  liberty  to  build 
any  house  or  cottage  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  without  the 
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consent  of  those  that  arc  chosen  to  dispose  of  town  affairs.— 
The  method  of  cultivating  the  common  lands  was  also  a  l>one 
of  contention.1 

Notwitlistanding  all  these  precautions,  the  town  in  1647,  was 
obliged  to  enter  into  a  new  negotiation  with  the  people  of 
Boston,  which  terminated  in  the  following  agreement  for  the 
conveyance  of  land  in  tho  town  : 

"  This  writing  witnesseth :  That  it  is  agreed  betwixt  the  se- 
lectmen for  the  town  of  Boston,  on  their  part,  and  Martin  Saun- 
ders, Samuel  Bass  and  Mathew  Barns  for  and  in  the  behalf  of 
the  town  of  Brnintreo  on  the  other  part ;  that,  whereas  Boston 
hath  certain  lands,  lying  between  the  lands  of  Dorchester  and 
the  bounds  of  Weymouth,  as  by  the  grant  of  tho  Court  will 
nppear.    It  is  now  agreed  by  and  betwixt  the  parties  aforesaid, 


1.  "  For  some  time  there  had  been  a  contention  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  in  reference  to  the  manner  of  planting,  sowing,  ami  pasturage  of  the  com- 
mon land,  not  being  able  to  settle  this  vexations  question  with  liny  degree  of 
satisfaction  among  thomselves,  thoy,  in  May  G,  1010,  l'utitiouod  the  flcneral 
Court  to  rogulato  the  method  of  cultivating  tlio  common  lands  by  onacting  » 
law  for  the  purpose.  The  Gonornl  Court  in  answer  to  their  petition  referred 
thorn  to  the  following  law  passed  in  1043: 

"  Oct  17,  1043.  Whereas  it  is  found  by  experience  that  there  hath  been 
much  trouble  and  difference  in  several  towns  about  the  manner  of  planting, 
sowing,  and  feeding  of  common  fields,  and  that  upon  serious  consideration  wo 
And  no  general  order  can  provide  for  tho  bust  improvement  of  every  such  com- 
mon Held,  by  reason  that  some  consists  only  of  plowing  ground,  some  having 
a  great  |>art  lit  only  for  planting,  somo  of  meadow  and  feeding  ground  ;  also, 
so  that  such  an  order  as  may  bo  very  wholesome  and  good  for  one  field  may  lie 
exceedingly  prejudicial  and  inconvenient  for  another.  It  is  therefore  ordered, 
that  whore  the  commoners  cannot  agree  upon  the  manner  of  improvement  of 
their  fields,  either  concerning  tho  kind  of  grain  that  shall  be  sown  or  set 
therein,  or  concerning  the  time  or  manner  of  focding  the  herbage  thereof,  that 
then  such  persons  in  tho  several  towns  that  are  deputed  to  order  the  prudential 
affairs  thereof,  shall  order  the  same,  or  in  case  where  no  such  are,  then  tho 
major  part  of  the  freemen,  who  are  licroby  enjoyued  with  what  convenient 
speed  they  may  to  determine  any  such  difference  as  may  arise  niton  any  infor- 
mation given  them  by  suid  commoners;  and  so  much  of  any  former  order  us 
concern  the  improvement  of  common  fields,  and  that  is  hereby  provided  for,  is 
hereby  repealed."- Rec.  of  Mass.,  p.  4». 

"  May  0,  1040.  Tho  inhabitants  of  Bralntreo,  for  an  answer  to  their  petition 
are  referred  to  an  order  of  Court  made  tho  7  mouth,  1043,  about  common  fields." 
-Rec.  of  Mass.,  p.  149. 
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(as  followeth,)  *Thc  Selectmen  of  Boston  for  and  in  behalf  of 
the  town,  do  grant  that,  all  such  lands  of  theirs  within  the  pre- 
cinct aforesaid,  being  heretofore  commonly  called  and  known  by 
the  name  of  Mount  Wollaston,  shall  be  accounted  within  the 
township  of  Brantry,  and  liable  to  bear  all  common  charges  in  the 
toton,  when  they  arc  luycd  out  and  improved ;  the  town  of  Bos- 
ton still  retaining  the  right  and  power  of  allotting  and  disposing 
of  all  those  lands  to  particular  persons,  that  are  yet  unlottcd 
out ;  the  town  of  Brantry  paying  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  in 
manner  as  followeth,  unto  the  use  of  the  town  of  Boston,  via. : 
Ten  pounds  the  10th  of  January  next  ensuing  the  (Into  hereof, 
and  ten  pounds  each  first  month  ensuing  (the  next  first  month 
excepted)  for  four  years  successively  until  the  whole  be  paid  ;  • 
all  the  said  payments  to  be  made  in  merchantable  corn,  as  wheat, 
rye,  peas,  and  indian,  at  fifty  shillings  in  each  of  them,  which 
said  sum  of  fifty  pounds  being  paid,  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Brantry  are  not  only  to  enjoy  for  a  common  the  1500  acres 
formerly  laid  out  for  a  common,  but  also  the  above  liberty  and 
power  with  all  their  inhabitants,  as  other  towns,  to  bring  in  all 
improved  lands  to  tear  common  charges  with  them,  provided 
that  Mr.  John  Wilson,  Pastor  of  the  church  of  Boston,  shall  not 
be  rated  unto  Brantry,  for  his  farm  at  Brantry,  only  that  his 
tax  shall  be  still  liable  as  heretofore.  Finally  it  is  agreed  by  the 
said  three  men  of  Brantry,  to  make  the  aforesaid  payments  at 
the  meeting  house  of  Boston  to  the  Selectmen  thereof,  which 
•fall  be  successively  chosen  the  several  years. 

"  In  witness  whereof  the  Selectmen  of  the  town  of  Boston 
for  the  time  being  on  the  one  part,  and  Martin  Saunders,  Sam- 
uel Bass  and  Mathew  Bams  on  the  other  part  in  the  behalf  of 
the  town  of  Brantry,  intcrchangably  have  set  to  their  hands, 
this  SiOUi  October,  1047. 

William  Colborn,  James  Everett*, 

Jacob  Elliott,  Thomas  Marshall, 

Anthony  Stoddard,  James  Penn." 

This  covenant  or  agreement,  did  not  end  their  troubles,  as 
new  pretentions  were  made  by  inhabitants  of  Boston,  claiming 
to  be  grantees  of  the  unsurvcyed  land  ;  by  these  claimants  the 
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people  of  Braintrce  were  threatened  with  vexatious  litigation. 
At  last  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  became  so  exasperated  that  a 
town  meeting  was  held  the  tenth  of  January,  1697-98,  and 
the  following  agreement  was  made  by  the  freeholders  and  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  in  defence  of  their  rights,  which  was 
signed  by  seventy  of  the  citizens  of  Braintree. 

"Thon  agreed  to  by  the  freeholders  of  Hraintroc  tho  sub- 
scribers hereunto,  that  whereas  there  are  some  persons  of  Bos- 
ton, that  make  some  claims  or  pretentions  to  some  land  in  our 
township  of  Braintree  aforesaid,  and  now  in  our  possession  by 
running  of  bounds :  We  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the  said 
township,  do  therefore  mutually  agree  to  defend  our  ancient 
rights,  and  will  oppose  in  a  course  of  law,  those  and  all  those 
that  shall  by  any  means  disturb,  molest  or  endeavor  to  dispose 
any  of  said  inhabitants,  of  said  land  as  aforesaid,  and  do  prom- 
ise and  engage,  each  to  tho  other,  that  we  will  defray  all  such 
charges  as  shall  arise,  by  any  such  suit  or  suits  concerning  the 
same ;  as  witness  our  hand  the  day  and  year  above  written. 


Lieut.  John  Baxter, 
Caleb  Hubbard, 
Martin  Saunders, 
Joseph  Arnold, 
Joseph  Penniman,  Sen., 
Ensign  William  Veasey, 
Ensign  Samuel  Penniman, 
Benjamin  Savil, 
William  Nightingal, 
Peter  Newcomb, 
Samuel  Spear 
John  Thayer, 
Joseph  Penniman,  Jr., 
Nehemiah  Hayden, 
Joseph  Adams 
Jonathan  Hayward, 
Nathaniel  Spear, 
Henry  Crane, 
Samuel  Belcher 
Clemant  Cock, 
Thomas  Holbrook, 
Thomas  Copeland, 
Nathaniel  Owens, 
Theophilus  Curtis 
Thomas  French 


John  French, 
Samuel  Paine, 
Depcndance  French, 
Solomon  Veasey, 
Joseph  Allen, 
Lieut.  Samuel  Neil, 
John  Marshall, 
Peter  Adams, 
Samuel  White,  Jr., 
Josiah  Hubbard, 
Peter  Webb, 
Nathaniel  Thayer, 
Samuel  Thayer, 
Thomas  White,  Sen., 
Jonathan  Paddleford, 
Samuel  Savil, 
John  Baxter,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Webb, 
Benjamin  Thompson, 
Joseph  Parmentcr, 
John  Hollis, 
William  Linfield, 
Kbenezer  Spear, 
John  Pain, 
Samuel  Penniman, 
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Edward  Derby,  Benjamin  Hot 

Ebcnezer  Thayer,  John  Cleverly, 

Samuel  Bass  (cooper),  Cornelius  Thayer, 

Samuel  Baxter,  Joseph  Ncal, 

Thomas  White,  Josinh  Owens, 

Benjamin  Neil,  John  Bass,  Sen., 

John  Copeland,  John  Bass,  Jr., 

William  Copeland,  Jr.,  Simon  Bryant, 

Samuel  Bass  (carpenter,)  Captain  Samuel  White, 

John  Newcomb,  Sen.,  Peter  Allen. 

In  1700  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  became  so  indignant 
that  they  concluded  to  make  a  clean  sweep  of  the  whole  matter, 
and  agreed  to  purchase  all  of  the  waste  land  held  by  Boston 
claimants,  and  at  a  public  meeting  passed  the  following  vote  for 
the  purpose : 

26th  January,  1700.  "  Then  voted,  the  inhabitants  of  Brain- 
tree  aforesaid,  would  buy  all  the  whole  lands,  the  Blue  Hill 
lands  and  all,  at  seven  hundred  pounds  as  it  is  proffered  by 
Boston  men  ;  and  to  prevent  any  further  annoyance  from  non- 
residents and  foreign  claimants,  they  voted  as  follows:  Then 
voted  also,  that  no  person  now  purchasing  shall  make  any  con- 
veyance of  the  said  land  now  purchased  to  any  person  out  of 
this  town  as  a  security  thereby  to  let  them  have  a  foothold  or 
interest  in  said  purchase  or  any  other  way." 

On  the  6th  of  February,  1699,  the  first  release  of  thoso  claims 
was  made  by  the  Boston  claimants.  The  second  was  made  by 
Boston,  Feb.  1st,  1708,1  she  having  reserved  a  right  over  the  acts 

1.  The  following  votes  are  taken  from  the  Boston  Town  Records  In  regard  to 
Uio  settlement  of  the  Braintree  lands,  from  the  sale  of  which  lands  tho  town 
of  Boston,  it  seems,  established  a  fund  for  the  Public  Latin  and  other  School*! 
as  follows  : 

"  24th  January,  1708.  The  committee  on  the  nraintrce  lands  mnke-thc  fol- 
lowing report :  —  Whereas  the  town  of  Boston  at  a  general  meeting  (lawfully 
warned)  convened  tho  8th  of  March,  1707-S.  did  nominate  and  appoint  a  com- 
mittee in  behalf  of  the  town,  to  treat  with  sundry  persons  about  the  waste  lands 
in  Braintrcc,  according  to  the  memorial  given  in  at  said  meeting,  pursuant  to 
ye  said  vote,  we  the  subscribers  being  the  said  committee  do  signify  to  the  town 
that  agreeable  to  the  memorial  we  have  treated  with  the  committee  of  thoso 
that  esteem  themselves  Proprietors  of  the  waste  lands  in  Bralnlrec  belonging 
to  the  town  of  Boston,  about  tho  five  hundred  pounds,  the  sum  they  sold  tho 
laud  for,  and  como  to  the  unanimous  agreement,  that  tho  income  of  tho  five 
pounds  be  forever  impropriated  and  improved  for  a  school  or  schools 
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of  their  grantees.  The  £700  raised  for  the  purchase  of  these 
claims,  were  procured  hy  an  association  of  one  hundred  of  the 
citizens  of  Brain  tree,  and  raised  by  voluntary  subscription. 

The  following  is  a  vote  of  the  association  in  regard  to  the 
division  of  these  lands : — "  Voted,  That  there  should  be  three 
divisions  made  of  said  lands  with  all  convenient  speed,  one  of 
the  six  hundred  acres, — one,  of  the  land  above  Moors  farm, — 
and  one,  of  the  Chochecha  laud,  or  now  Randolph." 

The  first  of  these  three  divisions,  was  the  six  hundred  adjoin- 
ing the  Milton  line.  The  second  division  lay  principally  in 
what  is  now  the  westerly  part  of  Braintrce.  The  third  division 
embraces  a  large  tract  within  the  present  limits  of  Randolph, 
adjoining  to  Bridgewater.  u  There  was  also  another  division  of 
what  was  called  the  Middle  Cedar  Swamp,  adjoining  to  Wey- 
mouth. 

u  Each  of  the  hundred  proprietors  appear  by  the  record  to  have 
drawn  one  lot  in  each  division,  until  the  wholo  amount  was 
exhausted.'  The  names  of  the  drawers  are  given  in  the  Com- 
pany's books,  together  with  the  number  of  the  lots  assigned  to 
each.  From  the  third  division,  in  a  very  short  time,  sprang  up 
the  (settlement  of  the  present  town  of  Randolph. 

Soon  after  they  had  been  relieved  of  their  land  troubles  with 

fur  writing  and  Arithmetic,  and  that  some  part  of  God's  word  be  read  by  a  schol- 
ar or  scholars  hy  turns  at  the  discretion  of  the  Master,  and  that  further  according 
to  tho  said  memorial  wo  have  had  several  mootings  with  tlio  committee  of  tho 
purchasers  of  the  aforesaid  waste  lands,  and  at  length  did  agree  with  them  to 
offer  it  as  our  advice  to  tho  town  of  Boston,  that  for  tho  future  pcaco  of  tho 
town,  and  tho  consideration  of  tho  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds  being  impropri- 
ated and  Improved  for  ye  public  good  of  tho  town  forever,  and  in  consideration 
of  twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  to  the  town  for  the  use  aforesaid,  by  the  said  pur- 
chasers, that  the  town  do  give  a  quit  claim  to  said  purchasers  with  the  reserva- 
tion of  the  land  at  Blue  H  all  now  in  the  town's  possession,  as  hy  plan  of  tho 
same  on  the  town  records,  taken  1GKM,  by  Mr.  Joshua  Fisher,  surveyor,  ami 
the  Selectmen's  addition  expressed  by  said  plan,  to  run  a  straight  lino  from 
A,  11,  to  the  top  of  Blue  Hills,  and  that  tho  town  i  in  power  a  committee  to  give 
an  equal  claim  accordingly;  and  that  agreeable  to  the  direction  of  tho  town  and 
said  memorial  wo  applied  ourselves  to  the  Gentlemen  tho  purchasers  of  thoso 
that  claim,  &o.  About  tho  two  hundred  pounds,  tho  sum  the  said  land  sold  for 
mora  than  the  first  cost,  Mr.  Sargent,  Mr.  Hutchinson  and  Madam  Shrimpton 
did  declare  that  wherever  they  did  not  intend  a  personal  advautage  iu  tho 
purchase,  so  they  freely  gave  their  part  of  tho  two  huudrod  pounds  to  yo  town 
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Boston,  the  town  found  themselves  in  the  same  position  in  refer- 
ence to  their  own  common  lands.  A  large  tract  of  land  had 
come  into  their  possession  by  the  Boston  agreement,  comprising 
about  fifteen  hundred  acres,  called  the  "  South  and  North  Com- 
mons and  the  Ministerial  lands." 

This,  like  Fourierism  or  communities  holding  land  in  common- 
age, was  more  troublesome  and  vexatious  than  any  material  ad- 
vantage that  might  be  derived  from  it,  as  this  proved  to  be.  For 
years,  at  the  annual  town  meeting,  complaints  of  trespass  and 
encroachments  were  reported  to  the  town,  and  committee  after 
committee  was  appointed  to  fine  and  prosecute  all  offenders,  but 
it  availed  nothing.  Those  who  had  leased  the  land  of  the  town 
not  being  able  to  receive  reasonable  profit,  owing  to  the  many 
trespasses  and  encroachments,  were  obliged  to  give  them  up ; 
and  in  their  statement  to  the  town  assigned  tho  following  reasons 
for  so  doing : 

.  "  That,  during  tho  whole  term  of  our  leases  we  have  labored 
under  the  greatest  discouragement,  and  have  been  great  sufferers 
by  reason  of  an  open  way  lain  out  through  said  land  after  said 
lenses  were  executed.  For,  although  we  repeatedly  attempted  to 
fence  against  the  same  by  a  sufficient  stone  wall,  yet  we  were  as 
often  prevented  by  certain  unknown  evil  minded  persons,  who,  as 
fast  as  we  built  up  the  wall  by  day,  did  in  tho  night  time  throw 
the  same  down  again,  by  which  means,  and  innumerable  other 
trespasses  upon  the  premises  which  could  neither  bo  foreseen  or 
prevented.  We  have  been  unexpectedly  deprived  of  the  great 
part  of  the  profit  wo  hoped  to  have  reaped  by  our  improvements 
of  said  lands ;  so  upon  the  whole,  wo  are  very  certain  that  all 

deducting  ye  charge*  for  the  use  aforesaid.  The  committee  offer  to  the  town 
to  accept  the  name  with  their  thanks  to  them  for  tho  (tamo.  Mr.  Geo  at  present 
refuses  to  give  his  port  to  yo  town.  Daniel  Oliver,  Timothy  Clarko,  Thomas 
Fitch,  Thomas  dishing,  Oliver  Noyes.-Vol.  2,  p.  302. 

"March  10th,  1710.  Voted,  That  the  present  Selectmen,  vis.:  Addinglou 
Davenport,  Esq.,  Messrs.  Isaiah  Gage.  1'ai.iol  Oliver,  Thomas  Cushing,  Dr. 
Oliver  Noyes,  Joseph  Wardsworth,  and  Edward  Hutchinson  or  any  one  per- 
son of  them  bo  a  committee  to  sell  tho  town's  lands  in  Draintroe,  and  that  they 
have  full  power  to  sign  and  execnto  Deeds  for  tho  same  and  yt  tbey  lay  out  ye 
said  money  in  some  real  Estate  for  tho  use  of  tho  Public  Latin  school.  That  jo 
stock  Iw  not  exhausted,  Provided  yo  town  l»o  advised  with  beforo  tho  money  bo 
disposed."— Vol.  2,  p.  200. 
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the  benefit  we  have  derived  from  the  land,  will  not  recompense 
the  labor  and  expense  we  have  been  at." 

The  town  not  being  able  to  devise  any  plan  to  prevent  these 
annoying  trespasses,  concluded  at  last  to  sell  the  common  lands. 
On  the  29th  of  March,  1762,  the  town  appointed  Josiah  Quincy, 
Samuel  Niles,  and  Thomas  Wales  a  committee  to  sell  the  South 
Common.  They  were  not  able  at  this  time  to  get  a  vote  to  sell 
the  North  Common,  as  the  opposition  of  the  North  precinct  was 
too  powerful,  they  voting  solidly  against  it.  But  three  years 
after,  1765,  the  Middle  and  South  precincts  joining  together,  out 
voted  the  North,  and  instructed  the  town  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  sell  the  North  Common.  Tho  following  gentlemen  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  that  purpose :  Samuel  Niles,  John 
Adams,  Jonathan  Bass. 

Tho  South  Common  included  that  high  ridge  of  rocky  lulls 
directly  south  of  the  easterly  end  of  Water  street,  extending 
southerly  nearly  to  Quincy  Neck.  Summer  street  is  a  portion  of 
the  old  lane  laid  out  by  tho  town  into  the  South  Common.  This 
lane  is  not  a  part  of  the  old  Plymouth  road,  as  many  have  sup- 
posed. 

Tho  North  Common  commenced  with  the  town  lands  on  Gran- 
ite street,  included  tho  quarries  now  in  possession  of  tho  town, 
also  those  belonging  to  tho  following  individuals:  Charles 
H.  Hard  wick,  Frederick  <fc  Field,  Mr.  Henry  Wood's  heirs, 
Grccnleaf  heirs,  Nathaniel  F.  Safford,  Esq.,  of  Milton,  and  ex- 
tending through  to  Adams  street,  including  the  Mount  Ararat 
Pasture.   Tho  Blue  Hill  Lands  were  also  included  in  this  sale.1- 

Tho  following  persons  arc  tho  only  purchasers  that  wo  have 
boon  able  to  find  who  had  their  deeds  recorded  at  that  time, 
which  was  a  small  part  of  the  common  land  sold  : 

"For  the  sum  of  £84.  10s.  7d.,  Zachariah  Marquand,  of  Brain- 

I.  The  3000  acres  of  land  granted  to  Mr.  Winthrop  for  establishing  iron 
works  at  Braintrco  ruvortcd  hack  to  Boston  from  breach  of  contract,  and  in  171 1, 
disposed  of  by  Boston.  Tho  grantees  wcro  Manaxsah  Tucker,  Samuel  Miller, 
and  John  Wadsworth,  all  of  Milton  The  Court  refused  to  annex  the  whole 
purchase  to  Milton,  for  tho  ruasoii  that  a  lar-o  part  of  this  tract  of  land  was 
within  tho  bounds  of  Braintrco,  and  decreed  that  it  should  l>o  divided  as  to 
Jurisdiction  botweon  the  towns  of  Braintroo  and  Milton,  each  to  havo  an  equal 
division  of  the  1500  acres. 
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tree,  bought  the  southwest  corner  of  the  North  Common,  known 
as  the  B.ibel  pasture,  containing  forty-three  acres.  1765. 

For  £02.  13s.  Od.,  John  Adams  secured  two  lots  in  the  Nortli 
Common.  Lot  No.  three  in  the  fourth  division  of  the  most 
southerly  part  of  the  common,  containing  twenty-three  acres, 
two  quarters  and  seventy-one  rods ;  also  lot  No.  G  in  the  third 
division  of  the  most  southerly  part,  containing  fourteen  acres. 
Oct.  14th,  17C5. 

Moses  and  Jonathan  French,  for  £35.  15s.  Sd.,  purchased  two 
lots.  No.  seven  in  the  second  division  of  the  wood  lot,  contain- 
ing twelve  acres ;  the  other  the  first  lot  in  the  third  division, 
containing  fifteen  acres,  and  twenty-five  rods. 

Benjamin  Baxter,  yeoman,  for  £51.  Os.  8d.,  bought  three  lots 
in  the  most  southerly  part  of  the  common.  Lot  No.  one  in  the 
first  division,  nine  acres,  2  quarters,  fourteen  rods  on  the  town 
way ;  lot  No.  three  in  the  first  division,  15  acres,  three  quarters, 
and  seven  rods ;  also  lot  No.  five  in  the  same  division,  fifteen 
acres,  five  rods.  Reserving  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Braintrce  a  drift  way  for  horses,  teams,  cattle,  as  has  been  used 
through  each  of  the  lots  aforesaid,  from  the  town  road  by  the 
Scotch  Pond,  so  called,  quite  round  the  Seth  Bass  corner,  which 
drift  way  through  the  lots  is  to  be  guarded  and  secured  by  gates 
and  bars.  Also  reserving  to  the  town  a  little  building  standing 
on  the  premises  called  the  powder  house,  and  the  right  of  improv- 
ing it  for  a  powder  house  as  the  town  shall  think  proper.  May 
13th,  1705. 

Peter  Boylston  Adams  secured  eighteen  acres,  five  rods  for 
£28.  5s.  Od.  Lot  No.  four  in  the  first  division  of  the  most  north- 
erly division  of  the  North  Common.  Benjamin  Ilnyden,  William 
Whitmarsh,  James  Faxon,  John  Vinton,  equally  to  be  divided 
between  them  as  tenants  in  common,  not  as  joint  tenants,  four 
lots  of  land  in  the  North  Common  lot  No.  C,  in  the  first  division 
of  the  most  northerly  part,  contaiuing  twenty-three  acres  two 
quarters  eleven  rods,  bounded  westerly  on  the  centre  line  and 
extending  from  Seth  Basses  corner  to  the  Captain's  Bridge.  Lot 
No.  five  in  the  second  division  of  the  most  northerly  part  of  the 
common,  containing  sixteen  acres  throe  quarters  four  rods. — 
Lot  No.  six  in  the  second  division  containing  sixteen  acres 
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two  quarters  and  two  rods.  Lot  No.  four  in  the  second  division 
twenty  acres,  two  quarters  and  eight  rods.  May  7th,  1765. 

April  12th,  1762.  Josiah  Quincy,  Samuel  Nilos  and  Thos. 
Wales  were  appointed  a  committee  to  sell  the  South  Commons. 
At  a  meeting  held  by  the  town  on  the  21st  of  May,  1764,  they 
were  instructed  to  receive  back  part  of  said  land  sold  to  Jona- 
than Allen,  deceased,  and  for  thirty  three  pounds,  thin  piece  of 
land,  containing  fifteen  acres,  was  sold  to  Mr.  Isaac  Copeland." 

Thus  ended  the  strifes,  contentions,  litigations  and  ill-feelings 
that  it  had  engendered  in  the  town  between  neighbors,  friends 
and  citizens  for  a  century  and  a  quarter;  it  also  removed  a 
great  element  that  was  yearly  manipulated  and  used  in  the 
interest  of  politicians  at  the  election  of  town  officers  in  jobbing 
out  the  town  common  to  the  friends  of  the  successful  candidates. 
The  sale  of  these  commons  appears  to  have  supplied  the  town 
treasury  with  quite  a  large  fund,  as  these  barren,  rocky  lands 
brought  a  good  price  for  the  time  they  were  sold,  averaging  about 
eleven  dollars  per  acre,  and  this,  too,  before  the  art  of  stone  quar- 
rying was  understood  in  this  vicinity.  The  tradition  that  the 
North  Common  was  "sold  for  a  yoke  of  oxon  will  hardly  be  borne 
out  in  fact.  Even  if  the  commons  had  been  sold  for  so  small 
an  amount,  it  was  more  than  the  King  of  England  considered  the 
whole  of  North  America  worth,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
historical  fact.  u  When  the  hard-faced  old  Cabot  went  home  to 
the  King  of  England,  and  told  him  that  he  had  discovered  North 
America,  what  did  the  King  of  England  say  to  htm  ?  We  have 
the  King's  account-book  of  that  day's  expenses.  In  that  book 
there  are  these  items : — 

"  To  the  damsel  that  danceth,  £12 

"To  the  man  who  found  the  new  island,  10 

"  To  Jake  Haute  for  tennis  play,  9 

"  To  a  woman  with  a  red  rose,  2  shillings. 

"  By  this  it  would  seem  that  the  Continent  of  North  America 
was  rated  less  than  a  dance,  and  cost  the  Crown  of  England  just 
the  price  of  one  hundred  roses." 

Aside  from  the  troubles  resulting  from  the  allotments  and 
commonage  that  we  have  enumerated,  still  another  serious  diffi- 
culty arose.    A  certain  Richard  Thayer,  in  1682,  laid  claim  to 
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all  the  territory  of  the  town  of  Braintrec,  by  virtue  of  a  surrep- 
titious Indian  Deed ;  he  petitioned  the  King  of  England  and 
obtained  a  hearing.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  sent  a  rcmon- 
Btrance  to  the  King,  and  also  one  to  their  colonial  agents  in  Lon- 
don. The  petition  seems  not  to  have  been  granted,  as  there  is 
no  record  of  the  final  hearing.  Still  it  created  much  uneasiness1 
among  the  citizens  of  the  town,  as  will  be  seen  by  tho  following 
remonstrances : 

"At  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  2d  day  of  March,  1082. 

"  By  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty,  and  the  Lords  of  his 
Majesty's  Most  Honored  Privy  Councill. 

"  Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  Board,  a  report  from  the  right 
Hon.  tho  Lords  of  the  Councill  for  Trade  and  Forcigno  Plan- 
tations. 

"May  it  please  your  Majesty. 
"  In  obedience  to  your  Majesty's  order  in  Councill,  the  8th  of 
December  last,  we  have  considered  the  Petition  of  Richard 
Thayer,*  complaining  that  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay, 

1.  Mr.  Thayer's  claim  to  the  township  scorns  to  havo  somowhat  alnrmeri 
some  of  tho  inhabitant*  as  to  their  land  titles.  To  relieve  their  anxiety  an«l 
apprehensions,  a  public  meeting  was  called,  March  0th,  1682,  for  the  purpose  of 
assuring  the  timid  land  holders  that  the  town  would  secure  to  thorn  their  titles  at 
all  hazards,  notwithstanding  the  Indian  deed. 

"At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  that  every  proprietor  in  the  Town  of  Braintreo, 
that  aro  Legally  so  by  the  Town's  consent,  shall  hnvo  and  onjoy  all  his  own 
lands  and  proprities  in  tho  township  of  Braiutree  which  they  have  bought  & 
enjoyed  from  the  first  being  of  the  Town  unto  this  day  all  their  Legall  right  and 
titles  to  lands  as  their  own  proper  right,  notwithstanding  any  expression  in  yo 
Indian  Deed  from  Josiah  8achem." 

17th  July,  1C83.  "At  a  public  Towne  Meeting,  it  was  voted,  that  the  pres- 
ent Selectmen,  together  with  Caleb  Ilobart  and  Joseph  Crosby,  shall  be  a  Com- 
mittee, and  bo  impowercd  by  tho  Towne  of  Brantry,  to  consider  and  act  accord- 
ing to  tlicjir  host  discretion,  what  may  Ik>  most  advisable  In  order  to  a  transmis- 
sion of  an  Authentic  Copie  of  a  Deed  from  Josiah  Sachem,  according  to  his 
Majcstio^s  order;  and  also  to  con  shier  and  to  doe  what  may  be  most  conducablo 
for  tho  Tow  no' 8  safety,  in  all  the  premises,  to  doo  in  behalfe  of  the  Towne,  ac- 
cording to  their  best  judgments;  only  the  Towne  to  have  a  sight  to  what  is  sent." 

2.  "To  tho  King  most  Excellent  Majesty.  The  Humble  Poticoner  of  Richard 
Thare,  of  Braintry,  in  New  England.  8heweth  : 

■  That  yo'r  Peticoner,  with  several!  other  of  yo'r  Majesty's  Subjects,  about 
forty  years  ago  went  ovor  to  Mew  England  and  purchased  a  large  Tract  of  Land 
of  Wampatuck  Joeias,  a  great  Indian  Sachem,  as  by  Deed  and  other  writings 
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in  New  England,  have  wrongfully  disponed  htm  of  tho  town 
and  Lands  of  Braintree,  whicli  he  and  others  long  since  pur- 
chased of  an  Indian  Sachem,  under  pretence  that  said  town  and 
lands  are  within  the  grant  to  that  Colony,  and  praying  that  he 

fully  appears,  though  that  land  is  now  Braintry,  whero  they  settled  themselves 
and  families  and  enjoyed  quiet  possession  for  many  years;  that  tho  Southern 
hounds  of  tho  Colony  of  tlio  Maasachusoll*  May,  in  Now  1C.-1.hm1,  uxloud  hut 
three  miles  in  a  direct  southern  lino  from  every  part  of  Charles  Itivor,  us  hy 
their  charter  doth  appear.  Yet,  under  a  pretence  of  an  imaginary  line,  they 
have  enlarged  their  Southern  boundary  and  thereby  taken  tho  Towu  of  Bruiu- 
try,  with  other  towns  and  laud  thereuuto  belonging,  into  their  jurisdiction,  and 
by  an  order  of  a  General  Court,  havo  disposed  of  a  great  part  of  yo'r  Poticou- 
er's  laud  by  Capt.  Thomas  Savage  and  Cupt.  Clapp,  now  or  hito  inhabitant  of 
Boston.  That  yo'r  Pcticonor  hath  for  many  years  been  disturbed  iu  his  posses- 
sions by  said  Savago  and  Clapp  upon  their  order  of  General  Court,  and  being 
compolled  to  defend  his  claims  to  said  J«aud  in  tho  Court  of  Boston,  yo'r  Poli- 
coucrat  the  Tryall  produced  His  Knroled  Deed  from  the  said  Wampatuck 
Josias,  but  they  would  not  be  allowed  of,  wheroupon  yo'r  Peticoner  did  in  open 
Court  at  Boston  appeal  to  yo'r  Majesty  iu  Couucill,  to  tho  cud  he  might  attain  a 
fair  Tryall  for  his  said  Laud,  but  that  being  also  refused,  yo'r  Peticoner,  nbout 
3  yoars  since,  came  over  hither  to  make  his  appeal  iu  person  to  yo'r  Majesty. 

But  through  the  persuasion  of  Mr.  Stoughton  and  Mr.  B  ,  their  thou  New 

England  Agents  there,  who  promised  yo'r  Peticoner  if  ho  would  forlioar  putting 
in  his  Peticon,  and  appeal,  ho.  should  havo  all  Justice  and  Itight  don  iu  New 
England,  and  bo  restored  to  his  Lauds.  Yo'r  l'et'r  accordingly  foreboro  his 
prosecution  bore  and  returned  again  for  New  England,  when,  instead  of  restor- 
ing him,  they  have  lately  granted  judgement  and  execution  against  yo'r  Pet's 
Lands  and  Plantation,  and  have  thereby  dispossessed  him  and  his  wife  and 
family  of  their  Estates,  to  his  bitter  Ituin,  without  yo'r  Majesty's  Bin  all 
Justice  and  favor  vouchsafed  to  him.  Now,  for  as  much  as  the  said  Town  of 
Braintry,  and  several  adjacent  Towns  and  tho  Land  thereto  belonging,  are 
not  included  within  tho  Kxtonl  of  tho  Charter  or  Grant  cilluu  of  Now  Ply- 
mouth or  tho  Massachusetts  Bay,  but  uro  independent  from  either  of  their  juris- 
diction, and  immediately  under  yo'r  Majesty's  Government  and  Authority,  and 
that  yo'r  Peticonor  and  tho  othor  Proprietors  being  Loyal)  Subjects,  and  desir- 
ous of  being  ruled  according  to  tho  laws  and  methods  of  yo'r  Majesty's  gracious 
Government  here,  both  iu  Church  and  State,  aud  not  to  bo  Subject  to  tho 
Tyranny  and  oppression  of  tho  said  Colony. 

"Yo'r  Peticoner  Most  Humbly  prayes  yo'r  Sacred  Majesty  to  tako  tho  great 
injuries  and  suffering  of  yo'r  poor  Loynll  Subjects  into  yo'r  princely  piety  and 
consideration,  and  to  order  the  Now  England  Agents  now  attending  your 
Majesty  to  make  it  appear  Ixjforo  yo'r  Majesty,  (if  they  can)  to  tho  satisfaction 
of  yo'r  Royal  1  Wisdom  that  tho  said  Town  aud  Lands  of  Braiutry  are  within 
tho  limits  or  legal  construction  of  the  said  Massachusetts  Charter,  or  that  yo'r 
Poticoner  may,  by  yo'r  Boyall  Authority  and  order,  bo  forthwith  restored  to  the 
said  Towu  aud  Lauds  accordiug  to  his  said  purchase  aud  former  loug  eujoymout 
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may  be  relieved.  To  which  Petition  we  have  caused  the 
Agent  for  the  Colony  of  the  Mass.  to  give  their  answer  in 
writing.  The  Petitioner  also  showing  a  protest  which  he 
made  against  the  town  of  Braintree,  for  refusing  to  give  him 

thereof,  yo'r  Peticoner  being  by  the  unjust  dissision  altogether  impoverished 
ami  incapable  to  obtain  bin  right  otherwise  than  by  yo'r  Majesty's  Gracious  in- 
terposition and  assistance. 
"  And  yo'r  Tcticoncr,  as  in  dnty  bound,  shall  over  Pray. 

"  At  the  Court  Whitehall,  Dec.  8th,  lfi82. 

" Present" 

"The  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Councill,  upon  Reading  the  TeUcon 
of  Richard  Tharo,  of  Rraintry,  in  New  England,  complaining  of  tho  Colony  of 
tho  Massachusetts  Pay,  for  wrongfully  dispossessing  him  of  a  largo  tract  of 
Land  in  that  Country,  which  ho  and  others  long  since  purchased  of  an  Indian 
Sachem,  on  tho  pretence  that  tho  said  ImwI  is  within  the  limits  of  thoir  Charter 
or  Grant,  as  in  said  Tcticon  is  moro  largely  expressed. 

"  It  is  this  day  ordered  by  bis  Majesty  in  Councill,  that  a  Copy  of  the  PeUcon 
be  given  tho  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade  and  Foreign  Plantations,  who 
arc  to  examine  tho  application  thereof,  and  to  report  to  tho  board  how  they  And 
tho  snmo,  together  with  their  lordships*  opinion,  and  his  Majesty  will  declare 
his  further  pleasure. 

"  At  tho  Committee  of  Trades  and  Plantations,  at  tho  Councill  Tablo  at 
Whitehall,  Thursday,  2Gth  Jan.,  1(182-3.  Present :.  Lord  Hooper,  Lord  Presi- 
dent, Earl  Sunderland,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Earl  of  Craven,  Earl  of  Conway, 
Earl  of  Rochester,  Lord  Vic.  Fanconberg,  I>ord  London,  Ixird  Dartmouth. 

"The  Peticon  of  Richard  Tharo,  referred  to  their  Lordships  by  ordor  of  tho 
Councill  dated  the  Rth  of  December  last,  is  now  read,  setting  forth  tho  Colony 
of  tin  MassarhuscltN  hail  wrongfully  dispossessed  him  of  tho  Town  I*ands  of 
I  ii i  n l r  v,  in  New  England,  for  which,  after  a  Tryall  had  at  tho  Goueral  Court 
at  Ronton,  ho  had  prated  an  apjtcal  to  his  Majesty  in  Council,  which  was  not 
allowed  of  them,  as  also  that  tho  Government  of  tho  Massachusetts  had  by 
colour  of  an  imaginary  lino  extended  their  Southern  Rounds,  and  thereby  taken 
the  Town  of  Rrantry,  with  other  Towns  and  Lands,  into  their  jurisdiction,  and 
imposed  great  hardships  nnon  the  proprietors  thereof,  where  for  Their  Lords 
ordered  that  a  copy  of  the  said  Peticon  be  sent  to  tho  Agents  of  tho  Massachu- 
setts Colony  now  attonding  his  Majesty,  and  they  return  an  Answer  thereunto. 

"Ex  t  WILLIAM  RLASIIWAYH.'" 

"  In  obedienco  to  tho  order  of  tho  Right.  Hon.,  the  Lords,  tho  said  Commit- 
tee of  Trado  and  Plantations  of  Jan.  2Gth,  1082-3,  in  Answer  to  the  Peticon  of 
Richard  Tharo  of  Rrantry,  in  New  England,  Joseph  Dudlcj  and  John  Rich- 
ards, in  behalf  of  tho  Massachusetts  Colony,  Though  Humbly  offered. 

"  That  the  Peticoner  is  but  one  of  tho  inhabitant  of  tho  Town  of  Rrantry, 
consisting  of  about  Seventy  or  Eighty  families,  of  nil  whose  Lands  tho  said 
Thare  is  so  far  from  being  the  owner,  as  ho  secmeth  to  intcrmato  in  tho  prayer 
of  his  Peticon,  that  his  titlo  or  pretence  (that  wo  over  heard  of)  will  scarcely 
roach  the  one  hundredth  jwt  thereof,  and  ho  producod  no  Authority  from  his 
neighbours,  Inhabitants  of  that  Town,  for  his  Peticon, 
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the  benefit  of  a  Deed  wherein  he  was  concerned,  to  clear 
his  title  to  the  land  claimed  by  him.  Upon  consideration 
whereof  we  are  humbly  of  an  opinion  that  the  petition  of 
appeals  be  received,  and  heard  by  your  Majesty's  Conncill, 
and  not  only  the  Town  of  Braintree  may  be  ordered  to  present 
an  authentique  Copy  of  the  said  Deed,  wherein  the  said  Thayer 
is  concerned,  But  that  the  government  of  Massachusetts  Bay  bo 
also  obliged  to  give  notice  to  the  Defendant,  Thomas  Savage 
and  Capt.  Clapp,  of  said  appeals,  and  to  send  to  the  Board  such 

"  That  originally  the  same  Town  was  a  small  Hamlet  of  farms  belonging  to 
the  town  of  Boston,  granted  unto  them  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony 
of  the  Massachusetts,  and  afterwards  orectud  into  a  Town  by  there  allowance, 
and  certain  forests  Lands  added  to  said  farms  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Inhabitants,  upon  which  grant  both  ho  and  his  noighbuurs  havo  peaceably  lived 
for  about  25  years  before  the  Deed  was  ubtniucd  from  Josiah  Sachem,  in  tho 
Peticon  mentioned. 

"That  the  said  Deed  mentioned  as  granted  from  Josias  Sachom  (as  we  sup- 
pose Mr.  Tbare  will  own)  was  not  therefore  the  foundation  of  their  Settlement 
upon  said  Lands  and  tho  Town  of  Rralntry,  but  was  many  years  since  ohtaincd 
on  tho  account  and  behalf  of  all  the  Inhabitant*  of  the  Town  jointly  and  not 
singly  for  Mr.  Thare,  they  having  Equal  Rights  and  share  in  it,  and  that  in 
greater  proportion  than  the  Petiooner,  and  was  taken  of  tho  said  Sachem  as  a 
further  confirmation  of  their  title  to  their  several  possessions,  which  they  have 
beeu  long  peaceably  settled. 

"That  tho  line  betweou  his  Majesty's  Collonys,  the  Massachusetts  and  New 
Plymouth,  hath  been  a  Collony  for  forty  years  settled,  and  many  times  since 
confirmed  to  their  mutual  satisfaction,  particularly  to  Maj.  Winslow,  tho  late 
Governor,  and  several!  others  commissioned  from  both  Collonys  about  twenty 
years  since,  and  is  at  this  lime  questioned  by  nou  as  we  know  off  but  Mr.  Thare, 
who  hath  sometimes  (as  be  please th  himself)  judged  It  to  belong  to  the  Massa- 
chusetts, sometimes  to  Plymouth,  and  now  to  uolther. 

"That  his  Tryall  with  Mr.  Savage,  Capt.  Clapp,  when  holden  in  his  Majes- 
ty's Court  before  sworn  judges,  jurors,  and  there  determined  as  a  question  of 
private  Right  between  tho  portyes,  who  hod  the  better  Right  to  the  laud  iu  ques- 
tion, the  Massachusetts  Collony  being  no  way  concerned  to  support  the  title  of 
the  one  or  tho  other,  but  to  do  justice  between  both  parties. 

"That  the  Inhabitants  of  H  rain  try  and  other  Towns,  within  tho  jurisdiction 
of  his  Majesty's  Collony  of  the  said  Massachusetts,  have  had  no  hardship  im- 
posed on  them  by  the  Massachusetts,  no  Laws  being  made  without  the  Depu- 
ties' Assistance,  and  it  is  believed  Mr.  Tharo  hath  very  few  (if  any)  to  join 
with  him  in  that  complaint. 

"  Any  further  particular  account  of  the  proceedings  in  tho  copy  mentioned 
in  his  Peticon  referring  thereto,  we  cannot,  having  not  in  our  hand  tho  papers 
or  record  thereof.  " 

"No  Signature.   Feb.  Bth,  1GK2."-Mrm.  Arch.,  Vol.  3,  p.  31-35. 
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papers  and  Records  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  full  desission  of 
the  Case. 

"Councill  Chamber,  February  16th,  1682-3. 
"  His  Majesty,  in  Councill,  was  pleased  to  approve  thereof,  to 
receive  and  admitt  the  appeal  of  the  said  Richard  Thayer,  and 
it  was  therefore  ordered  that  the  whole  matter  be  heard  at  this 
board  the  first  Councill  day  in  Michalmas  Term  next,  and  that 
the  matter  may  be  then  finally  determined.  It  was  likewise 
further  ordered  that  the  said  town  of  Brain  tree  do  forthwith 
have  sent  an  authentique  copy  of  the  Deed1  wherein  the  said 
Thayer  is  concerned,  and  the  Government  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  arc  also  required  to  give  notice  to  the  said  defendant, 

L  The  following  is  an  authentic  copy  of  this  Indian  Dood.  It  is  still  pre- 
served, and  to  be  seen  in  the  town  honse  of  old  Brain  tree.  On  the  back  of  it 
is  the  following:  M  In  the  17th  reign  of  Charles  II.,  Brantry  Indian  Deede,  given 
IOCS,  Aug.  10th.   Take  groat  care  of  it" 

"  INDIAN  DEED. 

"To  all  Indian  pooplo  to  whom  thoso  presents  shall  come:  —  Wampatuck, 
alias,  Josinh  8agamore,  of  Massachusetts,  in  Newenglaud,  the  son  of  Chicka- 
tabnt,  deceased,  sondoth  greeting:  Know  yoo  that  the  said  Watnpatuck,  being 
of  full  age  and  power,  according  to  the  order  and  custom  of  the  natives,  hath 
with  the  consent  of  his  wise  men,  vis.:  Squarnog,  his  brother  Daniel,  and  old 
Hahatun,  and  William  Mananiomott,  Job  Nassott,  Maunntago,  William  Na- 
hanton.  The  abovesaid  Wampatuck  Sagamore,  for  divers  good  and  valuablo 
reasons  thereunto,  and  in  special  for,  and  in  consideration  of  twonty-ouo  pounds, 
ten  shillings  in  hand,  payd  by  Samuel  Basso,  Thomas  Faxon,  Francis  Eliot, 
William  Ncedham,  and  William  Savill,  Henry  Neale,  Richard  Thayer,  Chris- 
topher Webb,  all  of  Braintrcy,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  in  New-England,  in 
the  behalf  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Braintroy,  above  said,  within 
themselves;  whereof  and  wherewith  the  said  Wampatuck  doth  acknowledge 
himself  fully  satisfied,  contented  and  payd  ;  thereof  and  of  every  part  thereof 

Faxon,  &c,  with  all  tho  inhabitant*  of  tho  Town  of  Braintroy,  them,  their 
heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assignos,  and  every  of  thorn.  And  by  thoso 
presents  have  given,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  enfeoffed  and  confirmed,  and  by 
these  presents  do  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  enfeoff,  and  confirm  unto  the  said 
Samuel  Baaao,  Thomas  Faxon,  &c,  and  with  themselves,  in  the  behalf  of  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Braintree,  them,  their  heirs  and  assignes,  forever, 
all  the  East  of  lands  within  the  bounde  of  Braintroy,  above-said,  be  there 
more  or  lesse,  being  bounded  on  tho  sea  side  with  the  North  East,  and  with 
Dorchester  lino  on  tho  North  West,  and  by  Way  mouth  lino  by  tho  South  East, 
ami  by  Dorchester  lino  on  tho  South  West.  Excopting  Mr.  Wilson's  fnrmo, 
Mr.  Coddingtou's  fanno,  Mr.  Hough's  Neck  of  laud,  Mr.  Qulusey's  farme,  which 
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Thomas  Savago  ami  Capt.  Clapp,  of  the  said  appeal,  and  to 
send  to  this  Board  such  papers  and  Records  as  shall  be  necessary 
for  the  final  desission  of  this  Case,  at  the  same  time,  according 
to  the  said  report.  FRANCIS  GUYN." 

Mass.  Arch.   Vol.  1,  page  187. 

"Remonstrance  made  by  the  town  of  Drain  tree,  within  the 
Massachusetts  Colony  in  New  England,  against  a  complaint 
exhibited  to  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty  by  Richard 
Thayer,  complaining  against  us  : 

"Whereas,  having  first  made  the  most  sincere  and  solemn 
protestation  of  our  loyalty  and  subjection,  under  sacred  obliga- 
tions, unto  our  sovereign  lord  the  King,  with  our  most  hearty 
and  humble  acknowledgement  of  his  Majesty's  royal  favor  in 
granting  and  given  unto  us  a  being  under  his  Government  of 
the  Massachusetts,  by  benefit  of  which  we  have  lived  under  the 
most  benign  influence  of  his  princely  wisdom,  power,  grace,  and 

land*  woro  purchased  hy  the  abovesnid  men  of  his  predecessors,  which  tho  said 
Wampatuck  doth  hereby  confirm,  being  all  the  lauds  within  the  boundo  of 
Itruintroy,  nbovosaid,  with  all  tho  trees,  timber,  wood,  underwood,  standing, 
lyh'gi  growing  thercou,  togothor  with  all  tho  mondow  lauds,  swamps,  pond*, 
rivers,  and  brooks,  lying  lictwoen  tho  houudu  of  Don-host,  r  and  Waymoulh, 
together  with  all  privileges  and  appurtenances  belonging  or  anyways  appertain- 
ing to  the  samo,  to  the  said  Samuel  Rasse,  Thomas  Faxon,  Jfrc,  in  tho  behalf 
and  for  tho  use  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  Hraiiitroy,  to  them,  their  hoirs  and 
assignee,  forever.  To  havo  and  to  hold  tho  said  bargained  premises,  ns  bofciro 
buttolled  and  hounded,  together  with  all  deeds,  evidences,  writings  und  monu- 
ments, tb:.t  concern  tho  samo,  in  particular,  fair  and  uucam-ollod  unto  tho  said 
Samuel  Il.isse,  Thomas  Faxon,  &c,  to  tho  only  und  proper  uso  of  tho  inhab- 
itants of  the  Town  of  Ilruintrec,  to  them  and  to  their  heirs  and  assignee, 
forever.  And  the  said  Wampatuck,  for  himself,  and  for  his  hoirs,  and 
executors,  administrators  and  ossignes,  doth  covonaut  and  grant  with  tho 
full  consent  of  his  wiso  men,  nbovesaid,  and  with  Samuel  Bass,  Thomas  Fax- 
ou,  &c,  and  with  them,  in  the  behalf  of  tho  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Drain  - 
tray,  aforesaid,  to  them,  their  hoirs  and  assignes,  by  theso  presents,  that  tho  said 
Wampatuck  is  the  right  owner  of  tho  said  bargained  premises,  ami  toovory  part 
thereof,  unto  tho  day  of  the  date  thereof,  and  hath  himsolf  full  power  and  law- 
full  authority  to  bargain,  sell,  convoy,  und  assure  tho  sumo,  in  manner  and  form 
nbovosaid.  And  that  tbo  said  Samuel  1  lasso,  Thomas  Faxon,  &c,  with  tho 
inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Iiralutrey,  shall  forever,  hereafter,  peaceably  und 
quietly  enjoy,  have  and  hold  the  said  barguiiiod,  with  tho  appurtenances  thereof, 
as  abovosaid,  free  and  clear,  and  clearly  acquitted  from  all  former  bargains, 
sales,  gifts  and  grants,  joynture's  tytles,  dowrys,  tytles  of  dowers,  estates, 
mortgages,  forfeitures,  judgements,  executions,  and  any  other  incumbrances, 
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goodness,  with  tranquillity  and  prosperity,  unto  this  day,  and 
for  the  continuance  of  which  shall  forever  remain  most  humble 
and  earnest  suppliants  unto  the  great  God  and  our  mont  gracious 
King,  as  the  greatest  happiness  that  we  can  (at  this  distance) 
crave,  or  in  this  Wilderness  enjoy. 

u  We  do  profess  ourselves  (upon  reading  and  hearing  a  true 
copy)  to  be  surprised  with  astonishment  at  the  impudence  and 
prcsumtion  of  said  Rich.  Thayer,  in  darcing  to  approach  the 
Royal  presence  for  audence  with  a  complaint  made  up  and  com- 
posed of  notorious  untrutlx  and  falsehood,  under  which  we  do 
relieve  ourselves  only  by  the  consideration  of  his  character  and 
condition,  whereby  he  is  notoriously  known  in  New  England  to 
be  a  person  too  likely  to  bo  the  author  of  such  a  composure, 
wherein  he  boldly  and  most  impudently  speaks  that  which  will 
appear  to  be  incredible,  and  impossible  in  reason  to  be  beliovod 
when  his  falsehood  therein  shall  be  detected,  and  the  truth  dc- 

whatover  ;  as,  also,  from  all  tytles  of  any  person  or  persons,  claiming  any  right 
or  tytle,  intcrost  or  propriety  to  tho  samo,  or  any  part  of  the  same,  in,  from,  or 
under  him,  the  said  Wampatuck,  or  auy  of  his  prtdecewrt.  Excepting  somo 
lands  abovesaid;  whereby  tho  said  inhabitants  of  tho  Town  of  Hraintroy,  tlioir 
heirs  or  assigncs,  shall,  or  may  bo,  hereafter,  molested  by  cither  English  or 
Indian  person,  or  persons,  or  unlawfully  hunted  out  of  the  possession,  by,  from 
or  under  him.  And  that  the  said  Samuol  Basse,  Thomas  Faxon,  &c.,  or  any 
other  iu  tho  behalf  of  the  inliabitants  of  Itraintrcy,  aforesaid,  shall  have  free 
liberty  to  record  and  onroll  tho  said  bargained  premises,  or  causo  it  to  be  en- 
rolled according  to  tho  usual  custom  of  recording  tytles  in  such  a  case.  Also 
the  said  Wampatuck  rcscrvcth  liberty  to  hunt  and  fish,  provided  he  do  the  Eng- 
lish no  harm.  In  tho  fifth  day  of  August,  ouo  thousand,  six  hundred  and 
sixty-five,  and  iu  tho  soventeonth  year  of  tho  roign  of  our  Lord  and  Sovoreign, 
King  Charles  tho  second,  by  tho  grace  of  God,  King  of  Euglaud,  Scotland, 
France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  tho  faith,  &c. 

Ri«im,l  hahIp.1  <i...l  .lAlW'^nxl  (  Wllh  "omc  wor*1"  ln  tho  "rig"1*1,  interlined,  but 
hJwr  ZSvJuT  dc,hero,lj  here  inserted  in  their  pro|K«r  places,  vlr...  men 
hS  turf  and  twig.  |  ^  l|m  M  ||nn  R|r  y,,,},^.,,  JarilM,,  |lm,  ,.u„. 


In  prosenco  c  f 

Uoor.it  Hillings, 
ISknjamix  Thompson. 

Thomas  Kpyaiigunsson, 

his  0  marke. 
Jflwrn  Manunion, 

his  H  marko. 
Thomas  Wkvmous, 

his  O  marke. 
Jokiah,  alias  Wampatuck, 

his  IO  marke,  his  O  seale. 


I  'AMI  I,  S<jUAMOG, 

his  7  marke  and  a  i 
Old  Nahatun, 

his  X  marke  and  a  seale. 
William  Manunion, 

his  W  marke  and  a  i 
Jon  Noistknns, 

and  a  scale. 
lloitKtt-r,  alias  Mamuntago, 

his  8  marke  and  a  sealo. 
William  IIahatun, 

and  his 
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clarcd,  whicli  wo  shall  hereby  endeavor  to  do  truly  and  fully. 
For,— 

"  Whereas,  R.  Thayer  saith  that  he,  with  several  others  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  went  into  New  England  about  forty  years 
ago.  It  is  true  his  very  poor  father,  with  eight  poor  children, 
of  which  this  Richard  was  one,  caino  into  New  England  two- 
and-forty  years  ago,  in  the  year  forty-one,  in  exceeding  mean 
and  low  condition,  and  was  suffered  to  sojourn,  as  a  poor  man 
and  stranger,  in  a  remote  and  obscure  part  of  the  town,  untill  he 
adventured  to  purchase  only  four  acres  of  land,  which  at  that 

time,  and  in  that  place,  might  be  bought  shillings  ,  a 

very  small  matter,  yet  more  than  the  poor  man  was  able  or 
willing  to  pay.  The  grantor,  yet  living  with  us,  now  saith  he  is 
not  paid  for  it  to  this  day.  This  Richard,  who  now  aflirms  him- 
self to  have  been  such  a  mighty  purchaser  as  to  make  himself  a 
partner  and  proprietor,  with  about  seven  more,  in  and  of  a  town- 
ship, lands  and  plantations,  which  he  talk  of,  was  then,  and  di- 
vers years  after,  in  his  nonage,  incapable  to  be  such  a  potent 
purchaser  or  great  proprietor  as  ho  pretends  ho  was.   And, — 

"  Whereas,  ho  saith  that  himself,  with  several  others,  about 
forty  years  ago  came  to  New  England,  and  purchased,  <fec.  We 
do  not  know  that  any  one  who  came  with  him  settled  in  this 
town,  or  were  any  way  concemed  with  him  in  this  or  any  other 
purchase.  Sure  we  are,  that  none  of  them  nominated  with  him 
upon  the  Indian  Deed,  by  which  he  claims,  came  to  New  Eng- 
land with  him,  or  know  anything  of  him  untill  ho  appeared  in 
the  pitiful  condition  aforesaid. 

"  He  also  pretends  his  great  purchase  to  be  made  about  two- 
and-forty  years  ago  of  Wompatuck  Josias,  whereas  that  sachem 
was  then  in  his  nonage  as  well  as  himself,  under  guardianship, 
•  not  capable  to  sell  his  country ;  which  indeed  was  really  sold  by 
Kickquatabut,  his  father,  and  Sagamor  John,  his  grandfather, 
and  other  petty  sachems,  and  bought  by  the  English  long  before 
Richard  Thayer  was  brought  to  New  England,  and,  we  believe, 
more  than  twenty  years  before  the  deed  was  given  by  Wompa- 
tuck Josias,  which  indeed  was  given  and  received  only  as  con- 
firmation of  the  English  title,  long  before  truly  made  by  pur- 
chase, but  not  so  amply  confirmed  by  writing,  which  was  not 
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thought  so  necessary  unto  Indian  Conveyances  untill  of  later 
time.  Neither  can  it  be  thought  that  Wompatuck  Josias,  who 
was  known  to  be  of  more  than  ordinary  understanding  in  the 
language  and  affairs  of  the  Knglish,  —  being  bred  up  from  child- 
hood among  us,  and  a  great  lover  of  us,  —  would  sell  our  town- 
ship and  lands  from  us  to  Richard  Thayer,  much  less  for  twenty- 
and-four  pounds,  which  he  knew  [sic]  was  valuable  at  so  high  a 
rate  with  the  English  proprietors,  had  he  not  acknowledged  our 
former  right  from  his  predecessors  to  be  good,  and  accepted  that 
small  sum  as  an  acknowledgement  from  us  for  his  confirmation 
of  our  former  title  by  writing. 

"  He  8aith, 1  themselves  and  families  enjoyed  quiet  possession 
for  many  years/  whereas  it  is  known  that  neither  he,  nor  any 
other  purchaser  nominated  upon  the  said  deed,  ever  possessed 
the  township  of  Braintrcc,  or  any  part  thereof,  by  virtue  of  that 
purchase ;  both  he  and  they  had  possession  and  enjoyment  long 
before  his  pretended  purchase  was  made.  Neither  have  any  of 
those  nominated  with  him  upon  said  deed  ever  pretended  any 
the  least  right  of  propriety  to  any  lands  or  possession  by  virtue 
of  that  deed.  What  other  deeds  and  writings  in  his  complaint 
he  speak  ^  of,  we  kuow  not ;  we  were  never  concerned  with  him 
in  any  other.  The  deed  itself,  whereby  he  makes  his  claim,  de- 
clares him  to  be  only  a  purchaser  for  and  in  behalf  of  said  town 
ami  inhabitants  thereof,  and  therefore  that  he  purchased  no 
property  unto  himself  or  unto  any  other,  but  only  purchased  the 
confirmation  of  the  common  right,  from  the  Indian  title,  to  his 
own  ami  to  every  other  particular  inhabitant  of  Braintrcc, — 
every  other  inhabitant  having  as  good  claim  by  that  deed  to  the 
town  of  Braintree,  and  his  own  particular  possession  therein,  as 
Richard  Thayer,  and  most  of  them  much  better,  and  paid  more 
to  that  purchase.  It  cannot  be  imagined  that  we  betrusted 
Richard  Thayer  to  buy  both  ourselves  and  our  children  out  of 
all  lands  and  possessions,  and  so  out  of  the  world. 

"  The  complaint  of  the  General  Court  hath  disposed  of  a 
great  part  of  his  lands,  to  his  grief.  It  is  true  those  lands  were 
disposed  of  by  the  General  Court  twenty  or  thirty  years  before 
Thayer  was  a  purchaser,  or  the  deed  by  which  ho  claims  had  any 
being.    That  ever  he  had  any  trial  with  Capt.  Clapp  for  any 
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land  within  tho  township  of  Brnintrcc,  or  by  any  claims  from  the 
foresaid  deed,  we  do  not  understand.  That  Major  Savage  might 
defend  his  right  and  possessions  against  his  imaginary,  pretend- 
ed Indian  Claims,  rightfully  we  believe. 

"  lie  yet  further  complains  that  he  hath  been  dispossessed 
of  his  lands  and  plantation,  and  prays  in  his  petition  that  he  may 
be  forthwith  restored  to  the  town  and  hinds,  according  to  his 
purchase  and  former  long  enjoyment,  <&c.  We  never  understood 
that  he  made  such  vast  claims  to  whole  plantations  in  New  Eng- 
land, nor  unto  our  town,  much  less  that  he  had  possession, — and 
(as  he  saith,)  long  enjoyment  of  our  town  and  lands,  and  wo 
know  that  he  hath  never  been  dispossessed  and  ejected.  If  ever 
he  had  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the  town  of  Brain  tree,  he 
hath  it  still.  The  government  never  ejected  him  that  wo 
know  of. 

"  He  presumes  boldly  in  his  complaint,  that  this  and  divers 
other  adjacent  towns  are  neither  within  the  Massachusetts  nor 
Plymouth  jurisdiction.  But  how  is  it  then,  that  Richard  Thayer 
himself  hath  been  so  often  and  great  plaintiff  in  his  Majesty's 
Courts  of  Justice  here,  and  brought  so  many  cases  and  actions 
to  a  trial  under  this  Government  of  this  Massachusetts,  and 
pleaded  the  liberties  and  laws  of  it?  or,  how  doth  he  complain 
of  wrong  and  injury  by  their  not  granting  of  him  an  appeal,  if 
both  himself,  his  lands  and  possessions  be  (as  he  saith,)  without 
their  jurisdiction,  and  independent  thereupon,  and  consequently 
his  case  beyond  their  cognizance?  Or,  how  could  he  return 
from  England  (as  he  said  he  did)  upon  promise  from  the  then 
New  England  Agents,  with  confidence  and  expectation  of  all 
justice  and  right  to  be  done  him  by  this  Government,  which  he 
pleads  had  never  any  power  to  exercise  any  jurisdiction  over 
him  or  his  territories?  Or  how  can  he,  with  those  others  whom 
he  pretends  to  personate  in  his  complaint,  approve  themselves 
such  good  and  loyal  subjects  to  his  Majesty,  having,  without 
charter  from  him,  purchased  and  possessed  some  of  his  Majesty's 
towns  and  plantations,  (and  as  now  he  supposeth,)  lived  between 
forty  and  fifty  years  without  any  exercise  of  Ins  Majesty's 
Government,  and  so  could  have  been  contented  to  live  forever 
had  it  not  been  for  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  this  Colony, 
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which  he  makes  such  grevious  cry  and  complaint  of,  and  in  the 
same  breath  confesseth  that  lie  and  his  people*  had  quiet  posses- 
sion for  many  years,  and  former  long  enjoyment  of  his  said  pur- 
chase, which  was  made  but  about  twenty  years  since?  Surely, 
then,  it  is  but  very  lately  that  he  hath  felt  that  tyranny  and 
oppression. 

"  And  whereas  he  complaincth  most  deeply  and  sensibly  of  the 
utter  ruin  of  himself  and  family ;  we  believe  it  to  be  the  real 
burden  of  his  complaint.  But  wo  are  witnesses  to  our  knowl- 
edge that  he  hath  brought  this  ruin  upon  himself  ;  for  although 
he  was  never  much  better,  yet  now  we  believe  ho  hath  made  him- 
self somewhat  worse  than  poor;  having  expended  his  time,  and 
that  little  estate  which  he  had  in  contention  and  litigation  by  law- 
suits, and  we  more  than  fear,  driven  an  unlawful  and  dangerous 
trade  with  the  Indians,  tending  much  to  their  debauching,  with 
whom  he  hath  been  dealing  so  much  for  Indian  deeds  and  titles 
to  land,  and  by  these  ways,  having  made  himself  one  of  the 
forlorn  hope  among  men  of  desperate  fortunes,  ho  hath  left  him- 
self little  or  nothing  but  such  imaginary  vexatious  claims  to  his 
neighlxirs  lands  and  possessions ;  and  can  find  nothing  for  his 
living  but  by  this  way  of  lying  and  romancing  about  his  vast 
dominions  and  territories  of  lands,  plantations  and  towns  to  pros- 
ecute his  fictitious  claims,  whilst  his  wife  and  family  live  in  sordid 
poverty  at  home.  1 

"  We  have  received  notice  that  he  hath  presented  a  protest 
against  us  for  refusing  to  give  him  a  copy  of  the  said  deed  to 
his  great  damage ;  whereas  the  town  never  gave  him  such  denial, 
only  somo  persons  told  him  the  deed  was  not  then  perfected,  a 
copy  he  might  have  taken  long  sinco  at  his  pleasure.  Neither 
did  we  then  understand  it  the  town's  business  to  give  him  or 
any  other  particular  inhabitant  a  copy;  and  if  the  town  Ik> 
Richard  Thayer's  by  virtue  of  that  deed,  as  ho  supposeth,  tho 
town  was  not  concerned  in  said  deed.  In  obedience  to  his 
Majesty's  order,  we  do  readily  transmit  an  authentic  copy  out  of 
the  public  records. 

"  That  Richard  Thayer  hath  represented  us  (not  only)  as  his 
poor  terre-tenants  and  vassals,  living  upon  his  lands  and  planta- 
tion without  rendering  unto  him  his  dues,  but  also  as  a  vagrant 
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people  living  together,  with  many  others  in  the  adjacent  towns, 
without  any  of  his  majesty's  jurisdiction  and  the  exercise  of  his 
Majesty's  Government,  and  also  insinuates  that  we  of  Braintrcc 
and  the  people  of  other  towns  do  find  ourselves  aggrioved  by 
the  extension  of  the  southern  line  of  the  Massachusetts,  and 
oppressed  by  the  tyranny  of  his  Majesty's  Government.  Herein 
he  hath  most  evidently  wronged  us,  for  it  hath  appeared  by  an 
humble  address  to  his  sacred  Majesty,  made  and  subscribed  by 
an  hundred  and  thirty-four  hands  out  of  this  small  town  (con- 
sisting of  about  ninety  or  a  hundred  families  at  the  most)  and 
by  as  many  proportionably  out  of  the  neighboring  towns,  that 
we,  together  with  the  body  of  the  people  in  these  towns  arc  far 
from  such  sense  of  tyranny  and  oppression  here. 

"  We  cannot  tell  whether  lUchard  Thayer  can  find  one  beside 
himself  that  will  complain  as  he  hath  done.  We  are  beyond  our 
expression  thankful  for  the  mercy  of  God,  and  the  grace  and 
favour  of  our  gracious  Sovereign  in  continuance  unto  us  that 
Royal  Charter,  whereby  wc  are  settled  under  his  Majesty's 
Government  in  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  upon  which  our 
fathers  with  their  families  were  by  his  Majesty's  authority  here 
placed  upon  and  possessed  of  these  lands  by  the  indubitable 
rights  of  our  Charter,  as  indisputable  by  him,  the  true  bounds 
and  limits  thereof,  ami  that  from  the  first  original  of  the  planta- 
tion of  this  Colony,  and  have  ever  since,  both  by  person  and  es- 
tate, supported  his  Majesty's  Government  here,  and  endeavoured 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power  and  ability  to  serve  his  Majesty  as  his 
true  and  loyal  snhjects,  rejoicing  in  all  those  great  acts  of  grace 
whereby  his  Majesty  hath  most  graciously  heretofore  and  hithcr- 
unto  at  all  times  owned  and  cherished  us  as  his  good  subjects  of 
the  Massachusetts,  and  we  shall  ever  pray  that  (as  such)  we 
and  ours  after  us,  may  live  to  fear  God  and  honor  the  King."  1 

"  Remonstrance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Braintry  to  the  Colonial 
Agents : 

"To  our  Honoured  Agents,  Joseph  Dudley  and  John  Rich- 
ards, Esqrs. : 

"  Besides  the  universall  thanks  of  an  whole  colony,  which  your 
faithful!  and  constant  endeavours  for  the  preservation  of  our  im- 

l.  See  Mass.  Riat.  So.  Coll.,  Fourth  Series,  Vol.  V,  p.  104. 
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munitys  call  for,  and  most  really  deserve,  and  our  hearts  and 
hands  joync  in.  Wee,  your  poore  neighbours  in  Braintry,  inhab- 
itants, thinkc  ourselves  bound  to  render  our  particular  thankes 
for  your  most  nervous  and  suitable  answer  exhibited  to  his  sacred 
Majesty  and  Council,  to  sundry  reports  exhibited  and  insinuated 
by  Richard  Thayer  of  our  towne,  whose  endeavors  to  pursuade 
his  Majestic  and  Council  that  wee  are  discontented  with  or  tyr- 
annized over  by  this  Government  is  utterly  ffalsc.  That  wee  ' 
have  swornc  loyaltio  yourselves  can  attest,  which  is  more  than 
ever  he  practized  if  over  he  promised.  Neither  is  it  likely  that 
lie*  that  layes  a  trainc  to  blow  up  the  reputation,  liberty  and 
rights  of  his  poore  neighbours,  would  (like  another  F.  Faux) 
refuse  to  put  fire  in  a  more  desperate  Case.  Had  wee  any  com- 
plaints to  make  (as  meanc  as  wee  are)  wee  could  find  more  man- 
ly advocates,  yet  not  so  sordid,  as  (if  possibly  to  bee  avoided 
and  evaded)  to  admitt  such  a  bramble  to  rule  over  us.  Wee 
(as  to  the  Commission  sent  over)  have  attended  it.  Some  things 
are  to  be  practised,  not  disputed,  of  which  nature  this  is.  By 
what  (this  Mr.  Thayer,  as  your  Honours  please  to  call  him)  is 
buoyed  up,  wee  cannot  see,  but  hec  lookes  like  a  litlc  Soveraignc 
here,  before  the  power  be  in  his  hands.  And  of  a  mushrome, 
hec's  swolnc  in  conccipt  to  a  Coloss,  or  giant  of  State,  and 
dreams  of  a  Dukcdomc  or  petty  province,  since  at  first  essay  hec 
hath  gotten  a  Maistcr-shippc.  His  father's  shoppc,  who  was  a 
cobler,  would  now  hardly  conteine  him  with  his  arms  a  Kembow. 
The  vast  tract  of  land  he  makes  such  a  puthcr  about  is  a  mere 
Utopia,  or,  if  more,  a  dcrne  solitary  desert,  and  his  share  therein 
can  hardly  reach  the  five  hundredth  part.  As  for  the  limits  of 
the  Colonys,  wee  have  nothing  but  records,  they  having  been 
stated  by  a  speci  ill  order  from  his  Majesty,  above  twenty-five 
years  niiiee,  and  disputable  only  by  Mr.  Thayer,  who,  having  sold 
himself  out  of  both  colonies,  seeks  to  draw  in  sovercigne  assis- 
tance to  create  him  a  new  world  be'weene  them.  The  body  of 
the  towne  arc  of  one  soulc  as  to  satisfaction  in  the  present  Gov- 
ernment, and  looke  at  themselves  as  basely  traduced  by  Thayer's 
reports.  Whose  cards,  had  they  been  good,  hec  had  the  less 
need  of  cheating,  fraud  and  falsehood  to  helpc  him  out.  If  any 
whose  birth  or  breeding  Braintry  knows  not,  have  crept  into  the 
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skirts  of  our  scattering  towno  at  unawares,  such,  and  such  only, 
can  wee  suspect  of  willingness  to  alter  the  present  Government, 
whose  despicable  fortunes  and  spirits  by  such  innovations  may 
be  heightened  to  doe  their  innocent  neighbours  a  mischief e  and 
themselves  no  good.  Our  consciences  doe  not  chide  us  for  dis- 
loyalty, nor  our  Sovcreignc.  Nor  are  wee  afraid  to  looke  our 
ncighlwur  in  the  face,  having  hopes  to  bee  believed  in  our  reports 
as  well  as  hee,  who  hath  given  out  such  vapouring  words,  as  are 
sufficient  to  make  an  host  of  cowards  run  out  of  y'r  wits,  but  we 
hope  none  of  us  shall  step  out  of  the  colony.  The  same  clem- 
ency that  hath  appeared  in  our  Sovereignc,  to  lend  an  care  to  a 
single  complaint,  wee  hope  will  not  be  stopt  at  the  petitions  of 
many  hundreds  living,  and  thousands  unborne,  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  our  wonted  liberties,  according  to  our  ample  charter 
by  the  Royall  James,  and  by  Charles  the  first  of  blessed  memory, 
and  by  our  present  and  most  celebrated  Sovereigne  continued, 
and  which  wee  have  never  violated.  Wee  cease  not  day  nor 
night  to  pray  for  his  Koyall  p'son,  Our  great  defender  under  God, 
and  for  his  most  Honourable  Council.  Neither  do  we  forget 
your  honours,  our  most  faithful  I  advocates,  but  begge  the  most 
high  to  secure  your  persons,  succeed  and  prosper  your  consulta- 
tions, dispatch  your  affaires,  and  hasten  your  returne,  that 
thousands  who  at  your  departure  disbursed  floods  of  tears,  may 
once  at  length  embrace  you  with  an  ocean  of  joy. 
"  Your  Honours  affectionately  obliged  seiv'ts, 

RiciiAUD  Brackktt,        Edmund  Quinsky, 

SaMUUI.  TOMI'SON,  ClIUIHTOI'lllCK  WlCliUK. 

Calkr  IIohaut. 
"  Braintry,  Newengland,  14th,  6th,  1683. 

"Addressed.  4  To  our  Honoured  agents,  Joseph  Dudley  and 
John  Richards,  Esqurs,  at  London.' 

14  Endorsed  in  Dudley's  hand,  Braintry."  1 

It  might  be  useful  to  describe  some  of  the  old  land  marks 
noticed  in  the  early  records  in  laying  out  and  locating  the  bounds 
of  land,  «fcc,  that  have  now  become  extinct. 

The  Newbury  Farm,  in  the  early  settlement  of  the  town,  was 
in  Dorchester,  now  ward  twenty-four,  Boston,  and  located  this 

1.  See  Mass.  Gen.  Hist.  Register,  Vol.  XIX,  p.  63. 
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side  of  the  Neponset  river ;  it  has  since  been  annexed  to  Quincy. 
This  farm  contained  about  four  hundred  acres. 

The  Wilson  Farm  joined  the  Newbury  Farm  on  its  northerly 
bounds.  This  farm  embraced  what  is  now  Mr.  E.  B.  Taylor's, 
Rawson's,  and  a  part  of  John  J.  Glover's  farms ;  also  a  portion  of 
Wollaston  Heights. 

The  Furnace  Brook  probably  derived  its  name  from  an  old 
iron  furnace  having  beeu  erected  on  it.  It  takes  its  source  in  the 
southwesterly  part  of  the  town,  and  runs  in  a  northeasterly 
direction,  nnd  enters  Quincy  Bay  at  tho  Mount  Wollaston  farm. 
This  portion  of  the  stream  goes  by  the  name  of  1  Hack's  Creek, 
deriving  this  name  from  Mr.  Moses  Black,  a  former  owner  of 
this  farm,  now  occupied  by  Air.  Peter  Butler,  and  formerly  the 
old  Quincy  domain.  It  is  said  that  vessels  tiave  been  built  on 
this  creek. 

Town  Brook  runs  through  the  centre  of  the  town,  or  as  it  is 
called  in  the  early  records,  the  "  heart  of  Braintree,"  and  empties 
into  the  Quincy  Canal. 

Standing  or  Dead  Brook  is  at  what  is  now  Wollaston  Heights, 
running  through  Mr.  Josiah  Quincy's  land  into  the  bay. 

Bear  Meadow  and  Wolf  Pit,  so  often  mentioned  in  the  old 
records  of  deeds,  we  have  not  been  able  to  locate. 

Ship  Co,ve  was  at  what  is  now  called  Quincy  Neck,  and  was 
the  earliest  place  where  vessels  were  built.  They  were  princi- 
pally constructed  for  fishing  purposes. 

The  Great  Fenced  Fields  so  frequently  mentioned  in  the  old 
records  comprised  the  laud  at  Quincy  Point,  and  extended  to 
Knight's  Neck,  (now  Quincy  Neck)  iucluding  Ship  Cove. 

Stony  Fields  embraced  the  Cranch  farm,  so-called,  directly 
back  of  President's  Hill. 

Scotch  Pond  lioad  was  the  old  way  to  the  North  Commons, 
and  ran  in  a  northwesterly  direction  through  the  Commons  to 
Adams  street,  opposite  the  estate  of  Mr.  William  Grecnough. 
For  years  it  has  been  discontinued. 

The  Old  Fields  District  was  that  part  of  the  town  now  called 
Quincy  Point. 

Woods'  District  embraced  that  part  of  the  town  now  called 
West  Quincy. 
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Tho  Farms  included  tlint  tract  now  called  North  Quincy. 

Pumpkin  Hill, — It  seems  by  the  old  records  that  on  this  eleva- 
tion, pumpkins,  those  luxuries  of  44  ye  olden  times,'*  were  raised 
in  common.  It  wns  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  called  Souther's 
Hill,  and  a  part  of  Dublin. 

Monatiquot, — It  nppears  by  the  rceords  of  deeds  that  this 
name,  so  constantly  mentioned  to  locate  land  in  this  vicinity, 
was  used  to  designate  the  old  town  of  Braintrcc. 

Ilandolph,  or  the  south  precinct  of  the  old  township  of  Brain- 
tree,  before  its  incorporation,  was  described  as  Quocheco,  Cocha- 
to,  and  latterly  Scudding. 

44  The  Three  Hill  Marsh  is  the  great  salt  marsh  lying  immedi- 
ately southeast  of  Mount  Wollaston." 

We  find  so  many  Captain's  Plains  and  Captain's  Bridges  that 
it  is  of  little  or  no  uso  to  define  them. 

Moor's  Farm  was  on  a  tributary  of  the  Mouatiquot  river,  and 
near  Great  Pond.  By  a  vote  of  the  town  in  170G,  they  prohib- 
ited shutting  up  of  any  dam  that  would  exclude  the  course  of 
alcwives  up  the  Moor's  Farm  River. 

"  Bendal's  Farm  was  probably  the  tract  granted  to  Mr.  Fdward 
Bcndal  in  July,  1641,  of  four  hundred  acres.  It  lies  in  the  west- 
erly part  of  Ilandolph,  probably  between  the  site  of  the  present 
Congregational  Meeting-house  on  the  south,  and  the  Baptist 
Meeting-house  on  the  north." 

Knight's  Neck  was  formerly  called  Braintrcc  Neck,  and  was 
annexed  to  Quincy  April  tilth,  1856.  It  is  now  called  Quincy 
Neck. 

Shed's  Neck  included  that  tract  of  land  which  is  now  called 
(iermantown. 

Hough's  Neck  still  retains  its  original  name. 

Penn'8  Hill  was  named  after  a  Mr.  William  Penn,  who,  in  tho 
first  settlement  of  the  town,  owned  the  most  of  the  hill  and  also 
a  large  tract  of  land  on  the  Mouatiquot  river,  which  he  sold  to 
the  Iron  Company.  In  the  first  town  records  it  is  always  called 
Penn's  Hill,  and  we  can  find  no  authority  for  calling  it  by  any 
other  name. 
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Wc  find  as  early  as  1728,  an  effort  was  made  to  incorporate 
the  North  Precinct  of  Itraintrec  into  a  separate  town,  which 
proved  unsuccessful,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  action  of 
the  town  on  the  question,  viz : — 

"  There  was  a  meeting  of  the  town  of  Braintrcc,  to  receive 
the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  deferred  the  subject 
of  dividing  the  town,  who  reported  in  favor,  but  the  town  would 
not  accept  it." 1 

1.  "  Jan.  31  »t,  172S-!).  It  wan  then  voted  that  ft  Committee  he  chosen  in  he- 
half  of  Uie  Town,  to  confer  and  agree  upon  soino  method  for  dividing  the  Town 
at  their  next  meeting,  for  tlieir  acceptance,  tho  said  Committee  to  have  consid- 
eration of  the  dividing  line. 

"Then  also  voted  that  a  Committee  of  eight  men,  (four  in  the  North  precinct, 
and  four  in  the  other  Precinct,)  bo  chosen  for  the  affair  above  said,  after  which 
Major  John  Qnincy,  IA.  Joseph  Ncol,  Mr.  licujumin  Ileal,  Mr.  Joseph  Crosby, 
Mr.  Thomas  "While,  Mr.  Nchcmiah  llnydon,  Mr.  Benjamin  Lnddun.  and  Mr^ 
Uichard  Thayer,  ,Smmdu»,  being  nominated,  wero  separatly  voU*d  U»  bo  tho 
Committee  above  said,  after  which,  a  vote  being  passed,  therefore  the  meeting 
was  adjourned  until  the  last  Monday  in  February  next,  at  one  of  tho  Clock,  # 

"On  February  24th,  1728-9,  tho  Freeholders  aud  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
Town,  being  assembled  by  adjournment  from  January  31st  last  past,  to  Receive 
the  Report  or  agreement  of  the  Committee  chosen  at  tlieir  meeting  on  the  said 
31st  day  of  January  to  agree  upon  a  method  for  dividing  the  Town,  &c. 

"  The  said  Committee  appeared  and  prescuted  their  agreement  thereabout  in 
writing,  subscribed  by  all  the  said  Committee,  (and  being  now  on  file,)  contain- 
ing eight  articles,  which  was  publickly  Head  in  said  meeting,  after  which,  upon 
a  motion  mode,  tlie  question  was  put  whether  the  agreement  of  the  Committee 
should  be  voted  Article  by  Article,  and  it  passed  in  the  negative.  The  question 
was  then  put  whether  all  the  articles  thereof  should  be  voted  upon  at  ouce.  It 
passed  again  in  the  negative. 

"  The  question  was  then  agaiu  put  whether  they  would  accept  of  the  Report 
of  the  said  Committee.  It  again  passed  in  the  negative.  After  this,  upon  a 
motion  made,  Tho  question  was  put  whether  they  would  Recousider  tlieir  last 

9 


Digitized  by  Google 


58 


INCORPORATION  OF  QUINCY. 


This  question  of  separation  was  agitated  for  some  years,  when 
at  last  a  few  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Squantum  that  then  be- 
longed to  the  town  of  Dorchester,  with  the  peoplo  of  the  North 
Precinct  of  Braintree,  Knight's  Neck,  and  a  part  of  the  town  of 
Milton,  in  1791,  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  an  act  of  incor- 
poration as  a  distinct  township.1 

vote,  viz.,  non-acceptance,  and  it  wan  voted  in  the  Affirmative.  Then  nguin 
the  question  was  put  whether  they  would  accept  of  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, and  it  passed  in  the  negative.  Upon  which  the  meeting  was  dismissed." 

1.  Petition  of  the  North  Precinct  of  Braintree,  and  others,  for  a  separation 
from  Braintree  as  an  independent  municipality : 

To  the  Honorable  Senate  and  Honorable  House  of  Itepretenlalivei  : 

" The  inhabitants  of  the  North  Precinct  of  Braintree,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
together  with  some  others  noarly  adjacent,  whose  local  circumstances,  tho'  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  saidVrecinct,  are  similar  to  theirs,  Beg  leave  to  lay  before 
this  Honorable  Court  their  humble  petition,  expressive  of  their  wishes  to  be 
incorporated  into  a  distinct  township. 

"Your  petitioners  are  so  fully  persuaded  of  the  wisdom  and  justioe  of  this 
Honorable  Court,  that  they  would  not  presume  knowingly  to  ask  any  favor 
from  the  Fathers  of  their  Country,  which  those  goverulhg  principals  could  dis- 
approve. 

"The  inhabitants  of  tho  North  Precinct  of  Braintree  occupy  that  part  of  tho 
present  town  which  was  antiently  known  by  the  name  of  Mount  Wollaston, 
and  was  afterwards  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Braintree.  The  situation  of 
this  Precinct,  together  with  the  detached  parts  of  Dorchester,  separated  from 
the  rest  of  that  town  by  the  Neponset  River,  but  joining  on  said  North  Precinct, 
4a  chiefly  on  the  sea  shore,  containing  several  Peninsulars  and  Necks  of  land, 
which,  from  the  winding  of  the  shores  and  roads,  make  the  common  intercourse 
between  the  several  parts  long  and  tediouB,  and  tho  great  distance  that  must  bo 
travelled  to  many  of  your  petitioners  for  tho  purpose  of  transacting  business  in 
the  several  towns  to  which  they  now  bolong  is  burthuusomo,  and  in  some 
seasons  of  the  year  exceedingly  difficult;  and  those  of  your  petitioners  In  partic- 
ular who  Inhabit  the  Farms,  (so  called,)  and  the  long  Peninsular  known  by  the 
name  of  8quantum,  humbly  beg  the  Honorable  Court  to  recollect  that  by  their 
record  it  appears,  that  when  their  ancestors  first  settled  on  those  detached  lauds 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  there  was  then  in  that  place  a  public  road  and 
ferry,  established  by  authority  of  the  government,  which  was  the  only  commu- 
nication between  the  young  sister  Colonies  of  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth.  By 
meuus  of  the  ferry  on  Neponset  IMvor  at  the  Farms,  they  had  such  free  inter- 
course with  their  bretheren  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  as  probably  first 
encouraged  their  settling  down  there,  and  afterwards  gave  them  an  easy  partici- 
pation of  all  the  civil  and  religious  priviledges  of  the  town  of  Dorchester,  to 
which  they  belong.  But  your  petitioners,  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Dor- 
chester, born  long  since  that  road  and  ferry  have  been  disused,  are  now  in  a 
great  measure  deprived  of  their  priviledges,  more  especially  of  the  happiness  of 
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What  is  somewhat  curious  about  this  petition  is,  that  the 
whole  argument  of  the  petitioners  for  a  separation,  is  exclu- 
sively devoted  to  the  interest  and  accommodation  of  a  few 
people  located  in  that  part  of  Squantum  then  belonging  to 

worshiping  with  their  friend*  and  bretheren,  in  the  hoitso  where  only  they  had 
a  right  to  worship  and  moot  together.  The  river,  being  impassable  for  horses, 
is  a  constant  bar  to  their  meeUng  Uiere,  and  they,  with  their  children,  are 
obliged  to  meet  on  Courtesy  with  their  neighbors  and  joint  petitioners,  in  the 
meeting-honso  in  the  North  Precinct  in  Bralntree.  For  these  reasons,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Farms,  and  Squantum  in  particular,  would  humbly  urge 
their  wishes  to  the  Honorable  Court,  that  they  may  bo  set  off  from  Dorchester, 
t«»gcthcr  with  their  bretlioren  and  privileges,  and  joined  to  tho  said  .North 
Precinct  of  Bralntree,  and  that  such  an  incorporation  might  be  granted  as  ttiey 
on  their  part  might  enjoy  tho  common  privilcdgcs  of  citizens  aud  christians,  of 
which,  by  their  local  circumstances,  they  have  been,  for  a  long  time,  in  a  great 
measure  deprived. 

"  Your  petitioners,  ueing  impressed  with  the  common  sentiment  of  their 
country,  have  a  warm  desire  of  seeing  their  children  educated  in  such  a  manner 
as  is  best  adapted  to  render  them  the  most  useful  members  of  Society,  and  as 
they  inhabit  a  long  extent  of  sea  coast,  their  character  aud  habits  of  life  will 
naturally  tako  a  maritimo  cast,  and  an  education  adapted  to  fit  them  for  trade, 
navigation,  fishery,  and  the  attendant  arts  and  manufactories,  would  bo  very 
dosirablo,  and,  as  your  petitioners  humbly  coucoivo,  would  bo  greatly  advanced 
under  such  an  incorporation,  wheu  those  that  advance  the  money  for  schools 
might  apply  it  to  tho  best  advantage,  and  our  youth  be  thereby  rendered  more 
extensively  useful  to  their  families,  and  benefactors  to  tho  public.  For  these 
reasons,  your  petitioners  humbly  pray  tbat  they,  with  their  lands,  may  be  Incor- 
porated into  n  distinct  town,  by  tho  namo  ,  agroeablo  to  plans  annoxod, 

or  within  such  othor  limitations  as  to  your  groat  wisdom  may  seem  meet.  And 
your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 


The  undersigned  are  tin 

»  inhabitants  of  the  North  Precinct  of  Bralntree 

Lemuel  Badcock, 

Peter  Brackett, 

Peter  Bicknal, 

Moses  Black, 

Elijah  Vesey, 

Norton  Quincy, 

Kben.  Brackett, 

Elijah  Vesey,  Jr., 

George  Mean, 

Henry  Cleverly, 

Jona.  Webb, 

Jona.  Marsh, 

Edw.  W.  Baxter, 

Seth  Burrell, 

Jos.  Cleverly,  Jr., 

Itich.  Nowcomb, 

John  Nowcomb, 

Ebon.  Vesey, 

John  R.  Newcomb, 

Eben.  Miller, 

Tcter  Hartwick, 

Remember  Nowcomb, 

Rich.  Crunch, 

Mottram  Vesey, 

William  Adams, 

Edm'd  Billings, 

Daniel  Arnold, 

Jona.  Baxter, 

James  Brackett, 

Samuel  8avill,  2d, 

Loring  White, 

Seth  Spear, 

Moses  Brackett,  Jr., 

Leonard  Cleverly, 

Samuel  Brown, 

Seth  Baxter, 

Daniel  Crane, 

Samuel  Hoburt, 

Jos.  N.  Arnold, 

Bryant  Newcomb, 
Abel  Alleyn, 

William  Meads, 
Edmund  Savill, 

Benj.  Pray, 
J  os i ah  Bass, 
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Dorchester.  Although  the  North  Precinct  of  Braintree  united 
with  them  in  the  petition,  for  a  separation,  there  is  not, 
on  their  part,  the  least  mention  made  in  it  that  a  distinct 
organization  would  be  of  any  benefit  or  advantage  to  them. 


Joseph  Tirrell,  Jr., 

Amos  8totson, 

Josoph  Bass, 

He ii]  Saunders, 

John  Sanders, 

Joseph  Hunt, 

Jed.  Adams, 

Jos.  Cleverly,  lid, 

Ebon  Newcomb,  Jr. 

Peter  Adams, 

Win.  Chandler, 

Joseph  Maxtor, 

Win.  Spear, 

Abram  Newcomb, 

Nath.  Blanchard, 

Wm.  Veaer, 

Thomas  Cleverly, 

Elisha  Turuor, 

Benj.  Beale, 

Thompson  Baxter, 

Noddy  Curtis, 

James  Aptliorp, 

James  Field, 

Ebeu  Field, 

Jus.  Crane, 

Thomas  Phipps, 

Benj.  Fiold, 

-Jona.  Beale, 

John  Chesman, 

Wm.  Fiold, 

Nalh'l  lloolo, 

Nath.  Glovor, 

Jackson  Field, 

Win.  Glovor, 

Thomas  Hraekctl, 

Samuel  Mass,  lid, 

Samuel  Crosby, 

Mosos  Itrackett, 

Elisha  Glover, 

Ann  Qnlncy, 

Knock  Horton, 

Lemuel  Billlugs, 

Sam'l  Bass. 

Jos.  Nightingale, 

David  Bass, 

John  Pray, 

John  Nightingale, 

Thomas  PruU, 

Ebonz.  Cnmo, 

Ebeu  Nightiugulo, 

Joseph  Field, 

Jos.  Hoss,  2d, 

Sam'l  Nightingale, 

Henry  T.  Gay, 

Caleb  Hay  den, 

Dan.  Nightingale, 

Peter  Burrell, 

Benj.  Boss, 

Ebeu.  Adams,  Jr., 

Josepli  Brackett, 

John  Hall, 

Josiuh  Adams, 

Wilson  Marsh,  Jr., 

Daniel  Baxter, 

Benj.  Adams, 

William  Sanders, 

Peter  B.  Adams, 

Benj.  Savill, 

Henry  Hartwick, 

James  Howard, 

Benj.  Cleverly, 

Fred'k  Hartwick, 

Joseph  Tirrell, 

John  Cleverly, 

Thomas  Bass, 

Samuel  Savill, 

Samuel  Clark, 

Daniel  Hollis, 

Mttthow  Pratt, 

James  Fiold, 

Kbonz.  V.  Gay, 

Fred.  Hartwick.  Jr., 

Tho  undersigned  arc  tho  inhabitants  of  Dorclu 

istcr,  ou  tho  south  side  of 

[HJiitMJv  river. — 

John  Billing!*, 

Josiah  Glover, 

Joseph  Healo, 

Ebonz.  Glover. 

The  undersigned  are  the  inhabitants  of  tho  Town  of  Milton:— 

Charles  Pierce, 

Dyar  Rawson, 

Wm.  Piorco,  Jr., 

ljuuicolot  Piorco, 

Bartholomew  Pierco, 

Lemuol  Adams, 

Wm.  Piorco, 

John  Pierco, 

Tho  undersigned  are 

the  inhabitants  of  the  Middle  Precinct  of  Braintroe, 

od  Knight's  Neck,  viz.:— 

Ebenezer  Ncwcomb, 

Samuel  Newcomb, 

Stephen  Randall, 

Frauds  Newpomb, 

Oliver  Newcomb, 

Thomas  Nowcomb, 

Elijah  Belcher,  Jr. 
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The  General  Court  seems  to  have  considered  the  peti- 
tioners1 reasons  of  sufficient  weight,  and  their  argument 
conclusive,  as  on  the  twenty-third  of  February,  1792,  an 
act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature,  granting  the  peti- 
tioners an  act  of  incorporation  as  an  independent  township.1 

The  official  sanction  subscribed  to  this  instrument  for  her 
becoming  an  independent  municipality,  was  given  by  her  hon- 
ored and  illustrious  son,  John  Hancock,  then  Governor  of  the 
State. 

[flOJWMOMWKAt.Tll  OF  MASSACIIUSRTTfl.] 

In  the  8cnato,  Jan.  28th,  1701. 

"  On  tlic  petition  of  Fetor  Brackctt,  Ebon.  Miller  mid  one  hundred  and  twenty  - 
seven  other  persons  of  the  North  Precinct  of  Braintree;  Benjamin  Bcalo  and 
four  other  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Dorchester  which  lies  north  of  Neponset 
IMver;  Charles  Pierre  aud  eight  other  inhabitants  of  Milton;  and  of  Ebenczcr 
Newcomb  and  six  other  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Braintree  called  Knight's 
Neck,  praying  to  be  incorporated  into  a  distinct  town." 

1,  Aw  act  for  incorporating  the  North  Precinct  of  the  Town  of.Braintree,  in  tho 
County  of  Suffolk,  into  a  separate  town  by  tho  name  of  Quincy,  and  for 
annexing  sumlry  inhabitants  of  tho  town  of  Dorchester,  with  their  estates,  to 
tho  said  Town  of  Quincy: 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives,  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  lands  comprised 
within  the  North  Precinct  of  tho  Town  of  Braintree,  as  the  same  is  now  bound- 
ed, with  tho  inhabitant*  dwelling  thoroon,  bo  and  tboy  hereby  are  incorporated 
into  n  town  by  tho  name  of  Quincy,  and  tbo  said  town  is  hereby  invested  with 
all  the  powers,  privileges  and  immunities  to  which  Towns  within  this  Common- 
wealth are  or  may  be  entitled,  agreeable  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  said 
Commonwealth. 

Sect.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  Town  of  Quincy  shall  pay  all  the  arrears  of  taxes  which  have 
been  assessed  upon  them  by  the  Town  of  Braintree,  and  shall  support  any  poor 
person  or  persons  who  have  heretofore  been  or  now  are  Inhabitant  of  that  part 
of  Braintree  which  is  hereby  incorporated,  and  are  or  may  become  chargoablo, 
and  who  shall  not  have  obtainod  a  Settlement  elsewhere  when  they  may  bocomo 
chargeable;  and  such  poor  person  or  persons  may  bo  returned  to  tho  Town  of 
Quincy  in  the  same  way  and  manner  that  paupers  may  by  law  be  returned  to 
tho  Town  or  district  in  which  they  belong.  And  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
Town  of  Qnincy  shall  pay  their  proportion  of  all  debts  now  due  from  tho 
said  Town  of  Braintree,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  their  proportion  of  all 
debts  and  monies  now  due  to  tho  said  Town  of  Braintree,  and  also  thoir  propor- 
tionable part  of  all  the  other  property  of  the  said  Town  of  Braintree,  of  what 
kind  or  description. 
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The  municipal  organization  of  the  town  of  Qnincy  at  this 
time,  was  at  an  important  epoch  in  the  country's  history,  as  the 
old  civil  and  ecclesiastical  customs  and  usages,  which  had  gov- 
erned the  colonies  and  province  for  nearly  two  centuries,  were 
fast  passing  away,  and  a  newer,  higher,  and  nobler  civilization 
was  rapidly  emerging  from  darkness  into  light.  Church  and 
Stato  were  in  the  last  decade  of  their  existence,  and  contin- 
tinned  to  languish  in  this  town  until  1824,  when  the  final 
separation  of  town  and  church  was  consummated.  The  llev. 
Peter  Whitney,  in  1800,  was  the  last  minister  ordained  under 
the  old  regime,  and  the  Rev.  William  Parsons  Lunt,  D.  1)., 
was  the  first  minister  ordained  under  the  new.  The  begin- 
ning of  the  town  as  an  independent  organization  was  nearly 

Sbot.  3.  Provided  always  that  the  lands  belonging  to  tho  said  Town  of 
Braintree,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  schools,  shall  bo  divided  between  the 
said  Town  of  Braintree  and  the  Town  of  Quiucy  iu  the  same  proportion  as  Uiey 
were  respectively  assessed  for  the  payment  of  the  lost  State  tax,  and  no  Towu 
tax  shall  be  laid  by  either  of  tho  said  Townes  upon  the  said  lands  so  long  as 
tho  rents  thereof  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  purposo  of  supporting  a  school  or 

Sect.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Bcuja- 
min  Beale,  Jr.,  Joseph  Beale,  John  Billings,  Eben  Glover,  Josiah  Glover, 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  Town  of  Dorchester,  in  said  County  of  Suffolk, 
called  Squantum  and  the  Farms,  with  their  lands  and  estates  lying  within  tho 
limits  of  Dorchester,  called  Squnntum  and  tho  Farms,  be  and  they  hereby  nro 
set  off  from  tho  said  Town  of  Dorchester  and  annoxod  to  tho  said  Town  of 
Quincy. 

Skct.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  Benjamin  Bealo,  Jr. 
Josoph  Boalo,  John  Billings,  ICImjii  Glover,  mid  Josiah  Glover,  shall  pay  all  tho 
arrears  of  taxes  which  have  boon  assessed  upon  thorn  by  tho  Town  of  Dorchos- 
ter,  together  with  all  the  expenses  of  maintaining  tho  widow,  descendants,  or 
any  part  of  tho  family  of  Thomas  Wells,  late  of  said  Dorchoster,  deceased,  which 
are  or  may  become  chargeable  as  tho  poor  of  the  Town  of  Dorchester,  and  shall 
not  bo  held  to  pay  any  other  expenses  whatever  to  the  said  Town  of  Dorchoster. 

Skct.  0.  And  bo  it  further  enacted  by  tho  authority  aforesaiil,  That  Richard 
Cranch,  Esq.,  bo  and  ho  is  hereby  authorixod  to  issue  his  warrant,  directed  to 
some  principal  inhabitant,  requiring  him  to  warn  and  givo  notice  to  tho  inhab- 
itants of  said  Town  of  Quinoy,  to  assemble  ami  meet  at  some  suitable  time  and 
place  in  tho  said  Town,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  choose  all  such 
officers  as  towns  ore  required  to  choose  at  their  annual  Town  Meetings,  iu  tho 
month  of  March  or  April  annually. 

'This  act  passed  February  22(1,  17i«. 

Signed  by  JOHN  HANCOCK,  Governor. 
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coeval  with  the  formation  of  the  National  and  State  Govern- 
ments, and  they  have  continued  to  progress  together  in  harmony 
and  prosperity,  until  nearly  a  century  of  their  existence  has  been 
completed. 

The  person  selected  to  give  a  namo  to  the  town  was  Rev. 
Anthony  Wibird,  then  the  minister  of  the  First  Church,  but  Mr. 
Wibird  declined,  and  the  Hon.  Richard  Cranch  was  then  re- 
quested to  furnish  a  name  for  the  place,  who  recommended  its 
being  called  Quincy,  in  honor  of  Col.  John  Quincy,  which  was 
accepted.  This  was  not  fully  satisfactory  to  the  people,  as  the 
inhabitants  called  a  public  meeting  on  May  14th,  1792,  to  seo  if 
the  town  would  petition  the  General  Court  to  have  the  namo 
altered  or  changed  to  some  other.  After  a  candid  and  somewhat 
exciting  discussion  whether  Hancock  or  Quincy  should  be  the 
name,  it  was  by  a  close  vote  decided  that  it  should  continue  to 
be  called  by  the  name  of  Quincy. 

No  better  description  can  be  given  of  the  natural  scenery 
of  the  town,  than  the  following  by  the  eccentric  sovereign  of 
Merry  Mount.  In  viewing  with  admiration  the  beauties  of  nature 
from  his  rude  castle,  which  is  said  to  have  been  located  on  the 
Mount,  near  the  .lone,  barren  savin  tree,  which  has  for  ages  with- 
stood the  blasting  storms  as  the  only  living  emblem  of  the  past, 
Morton  gives  the  following  poetical  and  truthful  picture  of  the 
natural  scenery  of  our  beautiful  village,  before  the  white  man's 
hand  had  adorned  it  by  art  and  cultivation : 

"  In  the  month  of  June,  1G22,"  lie  says  in  his  New  England 
Canaan,  "  it  was  my  chance  to  arrive  in  the  parts  of  New  Eng- 
land, with  thirty  servants,  and  provision  of  all  sorts  fit  for  a 
plantation  ;  and  while  our  houses  were  building,  I  did  endeavor 
to  take  a  survey  of  the  country.  The  more  I  looked  the  more  I 
liked  it. 

"  And  when  I  had  more  seriously  considered  the  beauty  of  the 
place,  with  all  her  fair  endowments,  I  did  not  think  that  in  all 
the  known  world  it  could  be  paralleled.  For  so  many  goodly 
groves  of  trees,  dainty^  fine,  round,  rising  hillocks,  delicate,  fair, 
large  plains,  sweet,  crystal  fountains,  and  clear  running  streams, 
that  twine  in  fine  meanders  through  the  meads,  making  so  sweet 
a  murmuring  noise  to  hear,  as  would  oven  lull  the  senses  with 
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delight  asleep,  bo  pleasantly  do  they  glide  upon  the  pebble-stones, 
jetting  most  jocundly  where  they  do  meet,  and  hand-in-hand 
run  down  to  Neptune's  court,  to  pay  the  yearly  tribute  which 
they  owe  to  him,  aa  sovereign  Lord  of  all  the  springs.  Con- 
tained within  the  volume  of  the  land,  fowls  in  abundance,  fish  in 
multitudes ;  and  discovered  besides,  millions  of  turtle  doves  on 
the  green  boughs,  which  sat  pecking  of  the  full,  ri|Ki,  pleasant 
grapes,  that  were  supported  by  the  lusty  trees,  whose  fruitful 
load  did  cause  the  arms  to  bend ;  while  here  and  there  dispersed 
you  might  see  lillies,  and  of  the  Daphnean  tree,1  which  made 
the  land  to  me  seem  Paradise.  For  in  mine  eye  'twas  Nature's 
masterpiece,  her  chicfest  magazine  of  all,  where  lives  her  store. 
If  this  land  be  not  rich,  then  is  the  whole  world  j»oor.w 

In  1800  the  ]>opulation  of  the  town  was  only  1,081,  principally 
farmers,  quite  poor  and  simple  in  their  habits;  but  by  industry 
and  frugality  in  their  agricultural  pursuits,  they  were  enabled  to 
make  a  comfortable  living.  Their  homes  were  hives  of  industry, 
and  the  music  of  the  spinning-wheel  *  was  heard  from  early 

1.  I>aphneau  In*,  laurel  or  bay  tree.  In  Mythology  Daphne,  a  iiympli  Hying 
from  Apollo,  wu  supposed  to  have  been  turned  into  a  bay  or  laurel  tree. 

2.  About  1718  the  foot  or  linen  wheel,  formerly  so  familiar  in  the  households 
of  New  England,  was  introduced  by  a  colony  of  Scotch-Irish  emigrants.  The 
manufacture  of  linen  cloth  was  considered  of  great  importance  to  the  country. 
The  people  of  Boston  and  neighborhood  took  hold  of  the  matter  with  great 
earnestness  and  enthusiasm.  A  town  meotiug  was  called,  ami  .ludgo  Sowall 
presided  as  Moderator,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  oil  tlie  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing Spinning  Schools.  The  result  was  tlie  erection  of  a  large,  handsomo 
brick  building  for  the  purpose,  on  ttw  east  side  of  Long  Acres,  (now  Tremout 
street.)  near  the  present  Hamilton  Place.  On  tlie  front  of  the  building  was 
placed  a  figure  of  a  woman  holding  a  distaff,  as  emblematic  of  its  future  use. 
An  act  was  passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  taxing  carriages  and  other  luxu- 
ries for  tlie  support  of  these  schools.  Spinning  wheels  were  tlie  hobby  horses  of 
the  public.  Tlie  enthusiasm  ran  so  high  that  tlie  females  of  the  town,  rich  and 
poor,  gathered  in  crowds  on  the  Common,  with  their  wheels,  and  vied  with  each 
other  in  the  dexterity  of  using  them.  For  the  times,  probably  a  larger  con- 
course of  people  never  was  drawn  together.  Tlie  yearly  anniversary  of  this 
institution  was  celebrated  by  the  trustees  and  company  attending  public  wor- 
ship, when  a  sermon  was  delivered  suited  to  the  occasion,  and  a  contribution 
made  to  aid  the  business.  For  some  years  it  was'spiritodly  conducted,  but  as 
soon  as  the  excitement  died  out  the  institution  went  with  it.  History,  in  this 
case,  like  many  others,  repeats  itself,  showing  that  tlie  Yankee  characteristic 
of  overdoing  many  things  they  undertake  was  as  rife  at  that  time  as  at  the 
present  day. 
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morn  till  late  nt  night,  fabricating  their  old-fashioned,  substan- 
tial, home-spun  cloth,  which  amply  protected  them  from  the 
chilling  Masts  of  our  cold  northern  winters.  The  wealth  of 
the  people  was  chiefly  invested  in  their  f.u  houses,  stock  and 
grain.  The  system  of  trade  at  this  time  was  barter,  the  people 
exchanging  their  agricultural  productions  for  groceries,  dry 
goods,  and  other  necessaries  of  life.  Money  was  scarce  and 
hard  to  get,  as  the  revolutionary  war  and  depreciated  paper 
currency  had  left  its  ruinous  and  financial  trouble  upon  a  de- 
pleted and  nearly  bankrupt  community. 

Their  amusements  were  few,  but  highly  enjoyed.  Especially 
did  they  look  forward  with  great  pleasure  to  the  autumn  husk- 
ings,  which,  to  them,  was  the  merry  festival  of  the  year.  Even 
to  this  day,  elderly  people  relate  with  a  great  deal  of  swsst  the 
great  pleasure  and  enjoyment  they  derived  from  tho  cheerful, 
sentimental  songs  and  merry  dances  of  the  husking  parties,  con- 
sidering them  much  superior  to  all  modern  amusements. 

"  Farewell  the  pleasant  husking  night,  It's  merry  after  scenes, 
When  pninpkin-pies  aro  placed  beside  tho  giant  pot  of  beans  ; 
Wlien  ladies  joined  tho  social  band,  nor  once  affected  fear, 
Hnt  gave  a  pretty  cheek  to  kiss,  for  every  crimson  car ! " 

During  the  process  of  husking,  if  a  red  car  of  corn  was  found 
by  any  one  of  the  ladies,  she  was  liable  to  receive  a  kiss  from 
some  of  the  company. 

The  surface  of  the  town  is  diversified  by  hills,  valleys  and 
plains.  Back  from  'the  bay  some  three  miles  is  a  range  of 
elevated  land,  which,  in  some  parts,  is  more  than  six  hundred 
feet  above  the  sea.  These  hills  contain  an  inexhaustible  supply 
of  syenite.  The  height  of  Quincy,  near  the  centre  of  the  village, 
is  two  hundred  and  ten  feet  above  the  sea ;  Great  Hill  ninety- 
four  feet,  and  »S<piantum  ninety-nine  feet. 

Quincy  is  bounded  on  the  northeast  by  Quincy  Bay  and  Bos- 
ton Harbor ;  on  the  south  by  Weymouth,  Braintreo  and  Ran- 
dolph; and  on  the  northwest  by  Milton  and  Boston.  In  ter- 
ritory it  contains  thirteen  and  one-half  square  miles. 

The  soil  of  tho  to^p  is  generally  of  an  excellent  quality,  and 
under  fair  cultivation.  There  arc  a  number  of  fine,  large  and 
well  cultivated  farms;  still,  with  all  the  skill,  judicious  and  cco- 
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nomical  management,  they  are  far  from  being  profitable.  Those 
who  conduct  milk  farms  reap  a  larger  and  more  satisfactory 
financial  income. 

The  means  of  travel  and  transportation  of  merchandise  to 
and  from  Boston  and  other  places  at  the  time,  of  its  incorpora- 
tion, were  very  limited.  Those  living  on  the  sea-coast  usually 
wont  by  water ;  others,  living  more  inland,  slnng  their  panniers 
across  their  backs  and  accomplished  their  journey  on  foot;  while 
the  more  wealthy,  or  those  able  to  own  horses,  either  travelled 
on  horseback  or  in  their  carriages.  There  were  in  the  town 
about  a  dozen  one-horse  chaises,  cumbrous  and  antiquated  in 
their  construction  and  mechanical  execution.  We  have  heard 
elderly  people  relate  how  they  used  to  sling  their  panniers 
across  their  horse's  back  or  their  own  shoulders,  and  fill 
them  with  boots,  shoes,  or  other  merchandise,  and  travel  off  to 
Boston,  and  there  exchange  their  goods  for  groceries  or  house- 
keeping materials,  and  return  home  the  same  day.  Some  quar- 
ter of  a  century  after  this,  stago-coaches  and  omnibusses  were 
established. 

The  roads  were  few  and  poorly  constructed,  or  not  constructed 
at  all.  Franklin,  School,  Hancock  and  Adams  streets  comprise 
what  was,  then  the  Plymouth  Turnpike,1  passing  over  Milton 
Hill,  the  only  thoroughfare  to  Boston  at  that  time.  Elm  street 
commenced  at  Hancock,  passing  by  where  the  Universalist 
Cliurch  now  stands,  and  connected  with  Sea  (now  ('anal)  street 

1.  "Tlio  laying  out  and  locating  tlio  old  Plymouth  Itoud  watt  a  Hoiirco  of  groat 
annoyance  and  trouble.  Committee  after  committee  was  appointed,  without 
coming  to  any  definite  result.  It  was  eight  or  niue  years  in  controversy  before 
its  final  settlement. 

"We  find  that  in  1041,  June  'id,  a  committee  was  chosen,  consisting  of  Mr. 
John  Glover  and  Humphrey  Atherton,  who  were  authorized  to  lay  out  a  public 
highway.  After  having  viewed  the  premises  and  decided  ui>ou  it*  location, 
they  reported  their  decision  to  the  town.  Their  report  not  being  satisfactory  to 
its  inhabitants,  another  committee  was  appointed  the  7th  of  October,  1641,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Peck,  Mr.  Parker,  Goodman  Hate  and  Stephen  Paine,  who  wero 
instructed  to  view  the  way  and  certify  the  same  to  the  General  Court  Tholr 
effort,  it  appears,  to  relieve  the  public  of  this  vexa^ms  question,  was  unsatis- 
factory, as  in  1043  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  John  Glover,  and  Goodman  Date  were  re- 
appointed to  settle  this  highway  at  Draititroe.  Their  results,  it  seems,  were  not 
agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  the  town,  as  in  September,  1043,  a  committee  of  the 
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by  p«i88ing  over  the  canal  (then  a  brook)  on  stepping-stones. 
South  street  led  to  Knight's  Neck  and  Bent's  Point.  Sea  street 
was  at  a  very  early  period  laid  out  one-and-a-half  rods  wide  to 
Gcrmnntown  nnd  Hough's  Neck.  Gates  and  bars  obstructed 
this  road  for  a  long  time.  After  long  contentions  for  years  in 
town  meetings,  these  gates  and  bars  were  removed  in  1808,  by  a 
mutual  agreement  of  the  town  and  all  parties  concerned.  This 
was  brought  about  by  the  untiring  exertions  of  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Grccnleaf. 

Miller's  stile,  so-called,  connected  Elm  street  with  Sea  (now 
Canal),  and  was  laid  out  as  early  as  1G55,  viz: — 
"  11th,  12th  m.,  1655.   Upon  the  same  day  there  is  laid  out  a 


town  made  the  following  report  In  opposition  to  the  report  made  by  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  General  Court,  vis:— 

"  It  is  conceived  by  those  that  are  appointed  to  lay  out  tho  way  bctweon 
Weymouth  and  Braintree,  that  tho  way  without  the  fflelds  at  Monaticut  is  con- 
ceived to  bo  nearer  and  more  comfortable,  and  not  so  troublesome  to  tho  country 
in  regard  to  putting  up  and  down  the  rayles,  neth'r  will  so  much  dam  ago  ro- 
il on  ml  to  tho  inhabitants  in  regard  of  spoyling  their  corn,  as  formerly  it  hath 

■  Mosra  Tainb,  Robrrt  Martin, 

Edward  B.,   x  Martin  Sanders." 

Mass.  Rec.,  Vol.  II.,'  p.  40. 

"  Tliis  question  continued  to  be  agitated  until  1648,  when  the  matter  was 
finally  agrood  upon  and  sottlod  hy  tho  following  committee,  viz.: — 

"  Agreed  this  25th,  12th  month,  1G48,  between  Thomas  Holbrook,  Henry 
Kingman  and  Nathaniel  Adams,  a  committee  of  Way  mouth,  and  Stephen 
Kingsly  and  Samuel  Bass,  a  committee  of  Braintree,  for  laying  out  of  tho  high- 
way for  the  country  from  Way  month  to  Dorchester,  that  the  said  country  high- 
way shall  lye  the  pr[ent]  wonted  highway  from  Waymonth  to  Braintree  meeting 
house,  four  rods  wide;  and  whereas  at  the  said  meeting-house  the  way  cannot 
bo  conveniently  had  at  one  end  thereof,  we  appoint  the  said  way  to  run  so  as  to 
ho -two  rods  at  one  end  of  the  said  meeting  house,  and  two  rods  at  the  other 
end,  and  so  to  fall  at  foure  rods  agaiuo  at  a  markt  stump  a  little  beyond  the  said 
meeting- house;  and  so  that  breadth  to  a  stump  of  a  tree  noer  Honry  Noalo's 
houso;  and  thence  bo  carried  tho  said  breadth  to  tho  lot  called  Hudson's  lot, 
rectifying  the  way  wh'ch  now  is  by  takeing  it  of  through  severall  nocks,  as  wo 
havo  markt  the  same  oat;  and  through  the  said  Hudson's  lot  tho  same  breadth 
to  the  hill  going  downe  towards  thebrooke;  and  thence  till  tenn  poles  beyond 
the  brooke,  six  poles  wideband  then  to  lye  foure  rod  wyde  unto  Dorchester 
bounds,  and  all  as  we  havo  already  sot  out  the  samo  by  soverall  marks  for  that 
purpose.  And  this  we  p'sent  to  the  honored  Co'rte,  to  be  recorded  for  the 
country  highway  forever.   Consented  to."— Mass.  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  271. 
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foot-way  to  by  from  the  rock  by  George  Ruggles,  straight  over 
the  fresh  brook  in  the  convenientest  place, .and  so  straight  along 
by  the  foreside  of  Francis  Elliott's  barn,  anil  so  straight  over  his 
lot  in  the  convenientest  place,  and  so  to  the  end  of  the  highway 
that  goes  tip  by  Mr.  Flynt's." 

A  zig-zag  sort  of  a  way  to  Sqnantum,1  which  was  closed  when 
the  Neponsct  Turnpike  was  opened. 

Common  street  in  West  Qnincy,  and  a  few  cart-paths  into  the 
North  and  South  Commons,  were  all  the  remaining  thorough- 
fares of  any  account  at  the  time  the  town  was  incorporated. 

At  that  time  scarcely  fifteen  hundred  people  travelled  to  and 
from  Quincy  and  Boston  ;  now  the  railroad  conveys  more  than 
half  a  million  passengers. 

At  the  beginning  of  this  century  the  business  interests  of  the 
eastern  and  southeastern  parts  of  the  State  demanded  a  more 
direct  and  shorter  route  to  Boston.  To  accomplish  this,  in  1802, 
Benjamin  Beale,  Moses  Black,  John  Davis,  John  Billings,  and 
Josiah  Quincy  petitioned  the  Legislature  for  an  act  of  incori>ora- 
tion  to  build  a  bridge  over  and  across  the  Neponsct  river,  from 
Preston's  point  in  Dorchester  (now  Ward  twenty-four,  Boston,) 
to  Billings'  liock  in  the  town  of  Quincy,8  which  act  was  granted 

1.  Previous  to  the  incorporation  of  tlio  Nepouset  Turnpike,  the  Farina  road, 
:im  it  was  always  called  at  that  time,  commenced  at  President's  bridge,  on 
Adams  street,  and  ran  in  an  easterly  direction ;  then  turned  at  aright  angle, 
croiwod  tho  hrook,  and  went  up  the  hill  ou  tho  rldgo  on  tho  oastcrly  aido  of  the 
turnpike,  where  the  remains  of  said  road  may  still  l>o  seen;  then  crossed  to  tho 
westerly  sido,  passing  over  the  land  on  which  tho  house  of  tho  late  Nathaniel 
M.  Bean,  on  Hancock  street,  now  stands;  then  turned  a  right  angle  near 
where  the  Horse  Railroad  stahles  formerly  stood;  thence  passing  in  a  straight 
course  towards  the  Bay  until  it  came  to  Mr.  Quincy's  land;  then  turning  a  right 
angle  again,  passing  hy  Mr.  Quincy's  gate,  and  crossing  the  tumpiko,  passed 
tho  northeast  end  of  the  swamp,  crossing  Stand  Brook  and  passing  the  house*  of 
Dr.  Wilson,  which  has  been  taken  down,  but  was  located  nearly  opposito  tho 
houso  of  Edmund  B.  Taylor,  near  the  swamp,  and  also  tho  house  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  heirs  of  John  Clover;  thou  camo  into  tho  road  loading  from 
Squautum  u>  Milton. 

2.  This  note  relates  to  the  several  bridges  and  ferries  that  have  been  estab- 
lished, as  a  communication  between  Quincy  and  JDorchesler,  over  Neponsct 
river.    Also  tho  first  ferry  over  Monatiquot  river. 

We  And  that  tho  first  effort  to  establish  a  ferry  ovor  Neponsct  river,  for  tho 
purposo  of  opening  communication  between  Boston  and  tho  Mouut,  was  Sop- 
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March  11th,  1802.  The  former  petitioners  of  the  "Ncponsitc 
Bridge  Corporation,"  not  being  satisfied  with  the  location  of  the 
bridge  under  their  act  of  incorporation,  sent  a  second  petition  to 
the  Legislature  in  1803,  to  have  the  location  changed,  and  that 

tcmbcr  3d,  1G35.  The  General  Court  ordered  that  John  Holland  should  keep  a 
ferry  between  Cnpt  Poynte,  now  Commercial  Point,  and  Mr.  Newberry's  Creek, 
now  Billings  Creek.  ■  He  was  to  receive  foar  pence  for  encli  passenger,  and 
threepence  if  there  were  two  or  more."  This,  not  being  a  paying  business,  and 
as  Mr.  Holland  conld  do  hotter  at  navigation  he  soon  gave  it  up.  One  hundred 
and  sixty-seven  yoars  aftor,  the  Neponset  Bridge  Company  received  a  charter 
to  construct  a  bridge  in  the  same  place,  but  as  wo  have  before  stated,  it  was 
changed  to  its  present  location. 

This  Ferry  having  been  given  up,  the  General  Court  the  Gth  of  Beptomber, 
1(538,  ordered  that  another  one  should  be  opened,  and  appointed  Bray  Wilkin* 
to  act  as  ferryman;  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Stonghton  and  Mr.  Glover,  ho 
was  to  receivo  one  penny  a  person. 

This  ancient  ferry  was  from  the  ridge  in  Quincy  to  Sling  Point  in  Dorchester, 
about  half  way  between  the  Neponset  aud  Granite  bridges.  Afterwards  Penny 
Ferry  was  in  the  same  vicinity,  the  relics  of  which  can  l>e  scon  to  this  day.- 
t  T)to  following  statement  in  reference  to  Penny  Ferry,  is  taken  from  the  Quincy 

Patriot,  December  2T»th,  187fi  : 

"In  1823,  ex-President  John  Adams  was  asked  whether  Judge  Edmund 
Quincy  of  Braintree,  went  to  Boston  over  Milton  Hill  ?  Ho  replied,  '  No, 
Judge  Quincy  would  have  thought  it  unsafe  to  venture  as  far  inland  as 
Milton  Hill,  for  fear  of  the  Indians;  he  was  accustomed  to  go  to  Boston  by  tlio 
way  of  Ponny's  Ferry  ;'— a  ferry  so  called  becauso  passengers  paid  a  penny  a 
piece  to  be  rowed  over  the  Neponset" 

At  what  time  Penny  ferry  was  discontinued,  we  have  not  been  able  to  find 
out;  in  all  probability  its  business  was  of  an  occasional  nature,  and  it  must 
liavo  proved  a  financial  failnre,  as  being  located  over  a  tidal  river,  it  would  do- 
lay  travellers  more  or  less  in  waiting  for  the  tide  to  got  at  its  proper  height  to 
ferry  them  across.  It  would  have  been  as  convenient,  if  not  more  so,  to  havo 
taken  the  regular  road  over  the  bridge  at  Milton  Mills  to  Boston. 

This  ferry,  while  it  existed,  was  evidently  a  continuation  of  Glover's  Ferry. 

In  1048,  it  was  ordered  that  no  ferryman  should  be  -  (impelled  to  put  out  his 
boat  until  tlio  ferryagc  was  paid,  and  that  the  ferryman  might  refuse  any  Wam- 
pum not  "  stringed,"  or  unmerchantable. 

This  year,  1048,  the  Court  was  informed  that  no  ferry  existed  for  tho  accom- 
modation of  the  public  to  cross  the  Neponset  river,  and  issued  the  following 

"  May,  1G48.  Vppou  certayne  informatio  giuen  to  this  Court  that  there  is  no 
fcrrie  kept  oucr  Neponset  River  between  c  T'orrhrfter  and  Brauntry,  whereby 
all  that  are  to  passe  that  way  are  enforced  to  head  tlio  riucr,  to  the  great  preju- 
dice of  thoso  townee  thereabouts,  and  that  thoro  yet  appcaros  no  ma  that  will 
kecpo  it  vnlcss  he  may  bo  accommodated  with  hous,  land  and  a  boat,  at  tho 
charge  of  the  country,  Its  therefore  ordered  by  the  authoritie  of  this  .court, 
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they  might  be  authorized  to  construct  a  hrhlgo  across  the  Nc- 
ponset  river  at  a  place  called  Horse  Ilommock,  in  said  town  of 
Quincy,  and  to  lay  out  and  make  a  road  from  the  meeting-house 
in  Quincy  (this  meeting-house  is  now  the  Stone  Temple)  to  said 
bridge. 

The  Legislature,  after  duo  consideration,  was  of  an  opinion 
that  this  change  would  better  facilitate  and  accommodato  the 
public  travel.  In  accordance  with  these  view**,  they  granted  the 
"  Neponsct  Bridge  Company  "  a  new  charter,  changing  the  loca- 

that  Mr.  Jon  Glour  shall  and  hereby  hath  full  powro  giueu  him,  cithor  to 
graunt  it  to  any  p'son  or  p'sons  for  the  tenne  of  7  years,  so  it  be  not  chargablo  to 
the  country,  or  else  to  take  it  to  hiuiselfo  ami  his  be  iron  as  his  owue  iuhoritano 
for  ever,  p'vided  that  it  bo  kept  in  such  a  place  and  at  such  a  price  as  may  bo 
most  convenient  for  tho  country  and  pleaslngo  to  tho  gonuall  court."—  Mass. 
Hoc.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  128. 

Tho  first  mention  of  a  brldgo  over  the  Nepouset  river  was  iu  1G92,  wliou  the 
town  of  Dorchester  was  fined  five  pounds  for  not  erecting  a  bridge  over  this 
river,  and  tho  flno  was  to  bo  remitted  providod  tho  bridge  was  built  according 
to  law  within  tbroc  mouths. 

Tho  Court  ordered  that  as  tbe  river  bod  was  hard  and  passable  for  horso  and 
cart,  that  Mrs.  St.mghton  might  be  ilischargod  by  making  a  good  foot  bridgo 
with  a  "good  raylo." 

This  bridge  was  cheaply  constructed  and  of  a  temporary  nature,  as  thrco 
years  after,  in  1655,  a  complaint  was  mado  to  tho  court  that  this  brldgo  was 
wholly  ruined  and  unsafe  for  public  travel. 

"23d  May,  1C55.  This  Court  having  ordered  that  all  bridges  in  country  high- 
wayos,  as  need  shall  bo,  shall,  from  Ume  to  time,  be  made  and  mayntaynod  by 
each  county  in  which  they  are,  and  that  the  bridge  at  Nopomdt  Uiuor  is  whololy 
ruined  and  that  there  is,  as  is  aleagod,  a  necessity  of  a  cart  bridge  ouor  that 
riiior  in  Homo  placo  nooro  Mrs.  Htoughlnn's  mill,  which,  if  deferred,  cannot  ho 
made  vp  before  winter  which,  if  it  should  not  bo,  would  bo  very  dangerous  to 
man  and  benst,  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  Capt.  Luchas,  Capt.  Savage,  Mr. 
Collicott,  Mr.  Win.  Parkes,  Thomas  Dyer  and  l>eacon  Bass,  or  tho  major 
p't  of  them,  are  appoyntod  a  committee  to  consider  and  detennino  whether  to 
erect  a  bridge  there,  and  if  so,  then  to  agree  with  workmen  for  tho  same,  and  to 
returns  the  same  to  the  next  County  Court,  who  shall  p' portion  tho  charg  ac- 
cording to  law."-Ma*..  Roc.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  370. 

This  was  the  original  County  bridgo,  over  which  the  old  Plymouth  turnpike 
passed,  and  was  the  principal  thoroughfare  to  Boston  before  Uie  Nepouset 
turnpike  was  established. 

The  rapid  increase  of  the  stone  business  had  so  multiplied  and  increased  tho 
inhabitants  of  West  Quincy  and  East  Milton,  that  they  demanded  a  more  con- 
venient and  direct  communication  with  Boston  than  tho  old  way,  and  to  re- 
lieve tfeis  urgent  necessity,  the  General  Court  granted  a  charter  for  a  new  bridge 


Digitized  by  Google 


INCORPORATION  OP  QUINCY. 


71 


tion  from  Preston's  Point,  now  Commercial  Point,  to  Horse 
Ilommock,  as  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  desired. 

The  company  then  made  satisfactory  arrangements  with  the 
town  in  reference  to  the  old  way  to  Squantum,  they  permitting 
them  to  take  whatever  portion  of  the  old  road  that  was  needed 
to  complete  the  new.  From  that  time  to  this  it  has  been  the 
principal  thoroughfare  to  Boston. 

The  cost  of  this  turnpike  and  bridge,  as  reported  to  the 
State,  was  $34,000,  including  all  land  purchases.  The  amount 
of  receipts  from  October  28th,  1803,  to  December  31st,  1841,  was 
$107,878;  disbursements  in  the  sumo  given  period,  $52,000; 
making  the  balance  of  net  proceeds,  $145,272.  A  very  good  re- 
turn to  the  stockholders  of  this  successful  turnpike  corporation. 

The  State  enacted  a  law,  May  20th,  1857,  for  the  County 
Commissioners  to  lay  out  the  Neponsct  and  Weymouth  turn- 
pikes, for  the  purpose  of  having  them  opened  to  tho  public  as 
free  and  common  highways. 

The  Braintree  and  Weymouth  Turnpike  Company  received 
their  act  of  incorporation  March  4th,  1803. 

The  Quincy  and  Hinghain  Bridge  and  Turnpike  Corporation 
was  incorporated  March  5th,  1808,  but  was  not  opened  until 
about  1812. 

These  turnpikes  demanded  toll  of  all  who  passed  over  them, 
which  made  travelling  to  and  from  Boston  quite  expensive. 

When  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  was  established  it  seriously 
interfered  with  the  financial  income  of  tho  Turnpike  Corpora- 
tions, so  much  so  that  several  years  after  the  railroad  had  been 
in  operation  they  were  dissolved. 

In  1845  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  was  opened  for  general 
business,  which  greatly  changed  the  social  and  material  character 

■ 

over  Neponset  Kiver,  which  was  constructed  in  1830,  ami  called  tho  Gfciuito 
Bridge,  although  built  of  wood. 

This  ferry  was  the  first  communication  established  between  Weymouth  and 
Braintree  over  tho  Monatiqnot  river.  As  early  as  1G35,  a  ferry  was  estab- 
lished between  Weymouth  and  Braintree,  viz:— " Thomas  Applegato  was  li- 
censed to  keepe  a  ffcrey  botwixte  Wessaguscus  and  Mount  Wollaston,  for  which 
hee  is  to  have  Id  for  every  p'son  and  3d  a  horse." 

This  ferry  was  at  East  Braintree,  and  connected  with  the  old  road  over  Pcnn's 
Hill. 
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and  interests  of  the  town.  The  effort  to  locate  tho  terminus  of 
this  railroad  in  Quincy,  by  some  of  her  progressive  citizens,  was 
not  accomplished ;  as  an  opposition,  influenced  by  the  livery- 
stable  keepers  and  the  proprietors  of  the  stage  coach  line,  was 
too  powerful  and  voted  it  down.  It  is  somewhat  amusing  to  see 
how  great  and  important  improvements  are  defeated  by  such 
fallacious  and  sophisticated  arguments  as  were  used  on  this  occa- 
sion. The  whole  sum  and  substance  of  their  reasoning  was: 
That  there  would  bo  no  further. use  for  horses,  and  the  business 
of  the  town  would  be  ruined.  There  has  seldom,  if  ever,  been 
a  time,  since  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  was  established,  that  there 
has  not  been  a  greater  demand  for  horses  than  before  this  impor- 
tant improvement  was  contemplated.  Real  estate  has  rapidly 
advanced  in  value,  rents  are  higher,  stores  have  increased  in 
number,  and  the  population  of  the  town  has  nearly  trebled. 

In  1855,  James  Bradford,  Isaiah  G.  Whiton,  Hiram  Prior, 
Naaman  B.  Holmes,  Levi  W.  Moody,  and  George  Thomas,  re-  ■ 
ceived  an  act  of  incorporation  as  the  Quincy  Point  and  German- 
town  Ferry  Company,  with  a  capital  of  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars,  to  run  between  Quincy  Point  and  Gormantown.  This 
ferry  was  established  soon  after  tho  al>ovo  gentlemen  received 
their  act  of  incorporation.  After  a  few  years,  not  proving  a 
y  financial  success,  it  was  discontinued. 
y\  A  few  public-spirited  persons  of  the  town,  Win.  S.  Morton, 
John  J.  Glover,  and  Robert  B.  Louchars,  petitioned  tho  Legisla- 
ture for  an  act  of  incorporation  to  establish  a  Homo  Railroad. 
The  company  was  granted  an  act  of  incorporation  February 
15th,  18G1.  This  road  was  soon  constructed,  and  extended  from 
the  foot  of  Pcnn's  Hill  to  Field's  Corner,  in  Ward  twenty-four, 
Boston.  At  this  place  it  connected  with  tho  Metropolitan 
Railroad.  This  was  a  cheap  and  pleasant  method  of  conveyance 
lorfltrar  citizens,  between  this  town  and  the  city,  and  a  great 
convenience  in  getting  to  various  parts  of  the  town  on  the  line  " 
of  tho  road. 

Tho  company  purchased  two  steam  or  dummy  engines  at  great 
expense,  which  proved  successful  as  far  as  locomotion  was  con- 
cerned. Tho  expense  of  running  these  was  so  much  greater 
than  horse  power,  that  they  were  finally  abandoned.   This  was 
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a  costly  experiment  for  the  company,  which  caused  them  to  be- 
come embarrassed,  and  finally  to  discontinue  the  road.  Up  to 
the  time  of  this  unfortunate  experiment  they  had  transacted  a 
very  successful  business. 

In  1854,  Henry  II.  Faxon,  John  Faxon,  and  Robert  Morse 
received  an  act  of  incorporation,  by  the  name  of  the  Quincy 
Gas-Light  Company,  with  the  privilege  of  holding  real  estate  to 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  whole 
capital  stock  not  to  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  This  attempt  to  establish  a  gas  company  in  Quincy, 
from  various  causes,  proved  a  failure.  Subsequently  another 
effort  was  made  by  the  following  gentlemen,  which  proved  more 
successful : 

Daniel  P.  Nye,  F.  M.  Johnson,  and  Eleazer  Frederick,  in 
I860,  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  of  incorporation  for 
the  purpose  of  manufacturing  and  selling  of  gas  in  the  town  of 
Quincy. 

This  company  was  incorporated  February  24th,  I860,  by  the 
namo  of  the*  Citizens'  Gas-Light  Company.  At  first,  some  time 
waa  Spent  in  experimenting  with  different  materials,  to  sec  if  gas 
could  be  manufactured  cheaper  or  better  than  by  the  ordinary 
method  of  production  from  coal.  It  was  found  that  it  could  not 
be  more  economically  produced,  and  the  old  system  of  making 
gas  had  to  be  adopted.  The  streets  were  soon  piped,  and  the 
citizens  of  the  town  then  had  the  pleasure  of  lighting  their  com- 
fortable homes  with  gas.  The  streets  wcro  not  lighted  until 
seven  years  after  the  company  was  established.  In  1807  the 
town  agreed  to  pay  for  the  gas  aud  lighting  of  the  street  lamps 
for  every  person  who  would  erect  a  lamp-post  and  lantern  at 
their  own  expense,  at  certain  distances  apart.  As  lighting  the 
streets  with  coal  gas  had  become  quite  expensive,  the  town,  in 
1874,  to  try  the  experiment  in  cheapening  this  light,  had  the 
street  lamps  lighted  with  naptha  gas,  which  was  continued  for 
two  years,  when  the  Gas-Light  Company  reduced  their  prices, 
and  June  9th,  1876,  lighting  the  streets  with  coal  gas  was 
resumed. 

The  first  action  taken  by  the  inhabitants  of  old  Braintrcc  for 
her  protection  from  the  ravages  of  fire  was  in  1041,  10th  month, 
11 
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19th  day,  when  the  following  persons  assembled  in  town  meet- 
ing :— Samuel  Bass,  John  Albee,  Stephen  Kinsly,  Martin  Sanders, 
Thomas  Matson,  Thomas  Flatman,  and  Peter  Brackett.  At  this 
meeting  they  passed  an  order  that  every  householder  in  the  town 
should,  by  tho  first  day  of  March,  have  a  ladder  to  stand  up 
against  tho  chimney  of  his  house,  to  secure  them  and  the  town 
from  fire.  In  neglect  of  this  order  they  were  to  pay  such  a  pen- 
alty as  the  town  might  impose  on  them. 

Immediately  after  the  separation  of  the  town  from  Braintree, 
its  citizens  formed  a  Fire  Association,  for  the  mutual  protection 
of  each  other's  property  from  the  devastations  of  fire.  They 
were  provided  with  the  primitive  fire  apparatus  of  tho  times; 
buckets,  ladders  and  fire-hooks.  This  was  tho  first  organized 
voluntary  fire  department  in  Quincy. 

This  Association,  during  the  war  of  1812,  found  their  facilities 
for  extinguishing  fires  rather  limited,  and  behind  the  times. 
To  improve  their  condition  they,  by  voluntary  subscription,  pur- 
chased a  hand  engine  of  the  most  improved  construction  for  that 
day. 

This  engine  was  without  suction,  and  to  make  it  effectual  it 
became  necessary  to  form  a  bucket  company,  for  the  purpose  of 
supplying  it  with  water  at  fires,  by  forming  a  line  to  the  source 
of  supply.  At  times  it  was  found  impossible  to  form  a  line, 
owing  to  the  distance  of  the  fire  from  the  supply  of  water;  then 
the  engine  had  to  bo  taken  to  tho  water,  filled,  drawn  back  to 
tho  fire,  and  pumped  out,  this  process  being  repeated  until  the 
fire  was  extinguished. 

This  was  the  first  fire-engine  owned  in  town.  It  was  called  tho 
Columbia,  and  located  on  Hancock  street,  a  short  distance  north 
of  the  Stone  Temple. 

Not  to  be  behind  the  Centre  District,  tho  South,  some  years 
after,  formed  a  voluntary  fire  association  and  purchased  a  fire- 
engine,  of  similar  construction  to  the  Columbia,  called  the 
Adams;  it  was  stationed  at  first  on  School,  afterwards  on  Frank- 
lin street. 

About  1826,  the  State  passed  a  law  exempting  all  persons  who 
belonged  to  tho  firo  departments  from  doing  military  duty.  This 
caused  a  great  accession  to  the  ranks  of  tho  fire  companies,  as 
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many  had  become  dissatisfied  with  military  duty,  preferring  to 
achieve  heroic  honors  by  fighting  the  fiery  element  rather  than 
by  a  bloody  conflict. 

This  method  of  extinguishing  fires  proved  inefficient  and  un- 
satisfactory, which  caused  private  fire  associations,  in  1840,  to  pur- 
chase a  suction  engine  called  the  Niagara,  built  by  S.  A  E.  Thay- 
er.   It  was  the  first  engine  of  the  kind  ever  owned  in  the  town. 

In  1840,  an  effort  was  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  to 
establish  a  fire  department,  to  be  under  the  control  of  a  Board 
of  Engineers.  A  committee  was  chosen  for  the  purpose,  who 
reported  in  its  favor,  and  also  recommended  the  following  assess- 
ment to  be  made  for  the  support  of  this  organization  :  One  new 

engine,  $050.00 ;  two  hundred  feet  of  leading  hose,  ;  one 

hundred  and  twenty  new  buckets,  $270.00,  (buckets  seem  to  have 
been  of  more  account  than  hose  ;)  fire  hooks  and  ladders,  $50.00 ; 
repairing  two  old  engines,  $50.00;  also  an  additional  sum  of 
$650.00  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  fire  department  the  year 
ensuing ;  and  to  bo  under  the  control  of  a  Chief  Engineer. 

As  unanimous  as  this  report  was  by  the  committee,  the  town 
did  not  think  it  expedient  to  establish  a  fire  organization  at  this 
time,  and  the  question  as  to  the  adoption  of  the  report  was  voted 
in  the  negative. 

This  matter  was  delayed  but  a  few  years.  February  9th,  1844, 
the  town  voted  to  purchase  the  Columbia  and  Niagara  Engines 
of  the  volunteer  fire  association,  by  paying  the  debts  of  that 
organization.  The  amount  paid  for  these  two  engines  was 
$157.83.  From  1844  can  then  be  dated  the  first  organization  of 
a  fire  department  under  the  control  of  the  town. 

Later  in  1844,  an  engine  fever  grew  out  of  the  Town  House 
excitement,  and  three  hand  suction  engines  were  voted  to  bo 
purchased.  All  three  wcro  built  this  year,  and  came  into 
town  within  a  month  or  two  of  each  other.  The  Vulture  was 
stationed  at  the  Point,  the  Tiger  at  South  Quincy,  and  tho 
Granite  at  West  Quincy. 

The  cost  of  constructing  the  Tiger  and  the  Granite,  by  Hun- 
neman  <fc  Co.,  was  $2,098.00.  Tho  town  paid  S.  &  E.  Thayer, 
for  the  Vulture,  $906.30.  In  1845  they  paid  the  balance  due  on 
the  Vulture,  of  $150.00,  making  the  total  cost  $1,056.30.  The 


Digitized  by  Google 


76 


INCORPORATION  OP  QUINCY. 


Tiger  and  Granite  Houses  cost  $1,018.30;  the  Vulture,  $536.12. 
All  three  of  these  engines  arc  still  in  active  service,  but  have 
had  their  works  somewhat  remodeled  and  changed. 

The  first  Niagara  was  sold  in  1857,  and  a  more  powerful  one 
constructed  by  Hunneman  «fc  Co.,  was  purchased  to  supply  its 
place.  This  engine,  with  the  house  and  apparatus,  was  burnt 
on  the  22d  of  January,  1876.  This  was  the  first  engine  over 
burnt  in  town. 

The  first  act  \A  establish  a  Fire  Department  in  Quincy,  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature,  April  8th,  1853. 

In  1845,  the  Granite  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  petitioned 
the  town  to  have  their  State  and  town  tax  abated  for  services 
rendered,1  which  was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Engineers.  This 
appears  to  have  Iwcn  the  first  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  estab- 
lished under  the  regular  organized  fire  department. 

In  1856,  a  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  was  established,  a  truck 
procured,  and  located  on  Canal  street. 

In  1870,  the  Washington  M.  French  Hose  Company  was 
formed,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  hand  engines  with  a 
greater  amount  of  hose,  in  case  of  fire,  than  they  were  able  to 
take  with  them  on  their  own  carriages. 

In  1873,  several  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  made  an  attempt 
to  purchase  a  steam  pump  by  voluntary  subscription.  A  pump 
was  procured,  but  it  was  found  that  there  were  not  funds  enough 
subscribed  to  pay  for  it.  An  appeal  was  then  made  to  tho  town 
for  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to  pay  the  balance.  Tho 
town  responded  by  voting  at  a  special  town  meeting,  held  Octo- 
ber 19th,  1874,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  pay 
the  outstanding  bill,  for  which  the  town  was  to  have  absolute 
possession  and  control  of  the  steam  pump.  This  pump  was 
located  in  Mr.  Panton's  currier  shop,  on  Hancock  street,  besido 
the  town  brook,  where  an  ample  supply  of  water  can  always  be 
procured.    This  addition  to  the  fire  apparatus  of  the  town  has 

1.  Tho  Town  Records  appear  to  be  wrong  in  reference  to  tho  Granite  nook 
and  Ladder  Company  having  been  at  Quincy,  as  it  was  located  in  Milton, 
although  some  of  its  members  resided  in  West  Quincy,  which  most  probably 
caused  the  mistake,  as  it  was  the  members  in  West  Quiucy  who  petilioued  for 
abatemeut  of  taxos. 
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proved  to  be  a  very  efficient  arm  of  the  fire  department,  nearly 
equal  to  a  first-class  steam  fire-engine  within  the  range  of  two  or 
three  thousand  feet  from  where  she  is  located.  She  would  be 
of  still  greater  advantage  in  protecting  the  property  of  the 
town  from  fire,  if  the  streets  were  piped  and  hydrants  attached, 
both  as  to  efficiency  and  economy. 

In  1876,  the  town  built  a  reservoir  at  Wollaston  Heights, 
and  also  purchased  a  new  chemical  engine  to  protect  this 
enterprising  settlement  from  fires,  which  within  a  few  years 
have  occurred  frequently.  Large  and  ample  reservoirs  have 
1>ccn,  from  time  to  time,  constructed  in  various  parts  of  the 
town,  for  its  better  security  in  case  of  extensive  conflagrations. 

The  firo  department,  as  now  organized,  is  as  efficient  and 
active  as  any  can  be  under  the  old  hand-engine  system. 

For  two  or  three  years  past,  the  progressive  citizens  of  the 
town  have  been  very  active  in  trying  to  have  the  town  procure 
a  steam  fire  engine,  for  the  better  protection  of  the  town  in  case 
of  a  severe  conflagration,  but  as  yet  have  been  unable  to  accom- 
plish this  most  desirable  object. 

A  radical  change  always  meets  with  strong,  and,  in  most  cases, 
unreasonable  opposition ;  fire  departments  are  not  an  exception, 
for  no  class  of  people  are  more  tenacious  of  their  organization 
than  fire  associations.  So  much  so  is  this  the  case,  that  when 
Boston,  in  1825,  endeavored  to  make  some  change  in  the  system, 
of  extinguishing  fires  by  utilizing  and  making  more  efficient  the 
engines  then  m  use,  by  placing  them,  in  case  of  fire,  in  line,  con- 
necting one  with  the  other,  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  a  contin- 
uous stream  of  water  upon  the  fire, — this  the  department 
refused  to  do.  When  the  city  authorities  insisted  upon  it  the 
companies  decided  to  disband,  so  strong  were  their  prejudices 
against  this  change. 

At  this  time  Boston  had  fourteen  fire  engines,  supplied  with 
eight  hundred  feet  of  hose,  being  an  allowance  of  about  fifty 
feet  to  each  engine.  In  1825,  tli°  g-cnt  fire  on  Doane,  Central, 
Broad  and  State  streets  occurred,  which  clearly  demonstrated  to 
the  citizens  of  Boston  the  inefficiency  of  the  then  existing  sys- 
tem of  extinguishing  fires,  as  the  following  statement,  made  at 
the  time,  will  illustrate  : 
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"  The  scene,  on  this  occasion,  was  one  of  extreme  embarrass- 
ment and  confusion.  The  lines,  formed  by  the  firewards  with 
great  difficulty,  were  soon  broken  or  deserted,  and  great  depre- 
dations were  committed  on  property  brought  forth  indiscrimi- 
nately, and  left  unprotected  in  the  streets.  The  engines  wore 
dragged  one  thousand  feet  to  the  docks,  and  half  the  water 
obtained  was  lost  before  they  could  bo  dragged  back  again,  and 
put  in  operation." 

Out  of  this  disaster,  after  a  long  and  severe  struggle,  grew  a 
more  efficient  system ;  for  the  city  purchased  two  engines  of 
approved  power — one  in  New  York  and  one  in  Philadelphia— 
and  a  Ifydraulicon,  which  was  a  small  engine  with  one  chamber, 
used  for  forcing  water  through  hose  as  a  supply  to  the  other 
engines.  From  this  they  passed  to  suction  engines,  and  then  to 
steam. 

Steam  engines  were  first  used,  in  London,  in  1830,  at  the  fire 
of  the  Argyle  Rooms. 

At  this  period  an  engine  was  manufactured  for  the  King  of 
Prussia,  that  threw  about  01  3-4  tons  of  water  per  minute. 

The  first  seamless  hose  was  woven  in  1720,  at  Leipsic.  After 
this  they  were  made  by  Erka,  a  linen  weaver  of  Weimar ;  and 
at  a  later  period  they  were  made  of  linen  at  Dresden. 

Hose  or  pipes  of  a  primitive  kind  for  conveying  water,  were, 
however,  not  entirely  unknown  to  the  ancients.  At  least  the 
architect  Appollodorus  says :  "  That  to  convey  water  to  high 
places  exposed  to  fiery  darts,  the  gut  of  an  ox,  having  a  bag 
filled  wi  h  water  affixed  to  it,  might  be  employed,  for  on  com- 
pressing the  bag,  water  would  be  forced  up  through  the  gut  to 
the  place  of  destination." 

The  first  town  clock  ever  owned  by  the  town  of  Quincy,  was 
presented  by  Mr.  Daniel  Greenlcaf,  in  18-44.  In  consideration  of 
this  gift  the  town  appropriated  fifty-one  dollars  to  defray  the  ex- 
pense of  providing  a  place  for  it  in  the  tower  of  the  Stone 
Temple,  where  it  remained  until  1869,  when  the  citizens  of 
Quincy,  desiring  a  more  accurate  time-keeper,  voted  *o  purchase 
the  present  one,  at  a  cost  of  $581.49;  painting,  gilding  and 
placing  it  in  the  tower,  $200.54 ;  making  the  total  cost,  $782.03. 
.    The  first  Centennial,  in  commemoration  of  the  organization  of 
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the  First  Church,  was  noticed  by  the  delivery  of  two  sermons 
by  Rev.  John  Hancock,  the  postor  of  the  society,  September 
16th,  1739.  They  were  published  in  1739;  also  reprinted  in  1811. 

The  second  anniversary  was  commemorated  in  1839  by  two 
sermons,  preached  by  Rev.  William  Parsons  Lunt,  D.  D.  These 
interesting  sermons  were  published,  and  in  the  appendix  a  full 
historical  account  of  the  church  was  given. 

The  first  celebration  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town  was 
held  in  1840,  in  commemoration  of  its  two  hundredth  anniver- 
sary. Considerable  feeling  and  rivalry  grew  out  of  making 
arrangements  for  this  public  event,  between  the  "  Old  Folks,"  so 
called,  and  the  young  men.  The  inhabitants  of  Randolph  and 
Braintrec  had  been  invited  to  tako  a  part  in  making  arrange- 
ments for  tli is  commemoration.  They  chose  delegates  for  this 
purpose,  but  on  their  meeting  they  could  not  agree,  some  desir- 
ing that  it  should  be  held  in  Braintree,  others  considered  it  more 
appropriate  to  hold  it  in  Quincy ;  the  delegates  not  agreeing, 
the  subject  was  given  up,  and  Quincy  had  the  honor  of  the  cele- 
bration. 

In  1839  several  town  meetings  were  held,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  suitable  preparation  for  the  proposed  Centennial.  Those 
who  undertook  it  at  this  time  were  called  "  Old  Folks."  After 
a  long  delay,  they  not  being  able  to  make  any  satisfactory 
arrangements  for  the  success  of  it,  concluded  to  give  it  up. 
Upon  this,  the  young  men  were  determined  that  such  an  impor- 
tant event  in  the  history  of  tho  town  should  not  be  passed  by 
without  some  observance,  and  immediately  called  a  meeting, 
chose  a  committee,  who  in  a  short  time  made  all  suitable  ar- 
rangements for  the  celebration  of  this  public  event. 

The  following  extract,  taken  from  tho  appendix  of  the  printed 
address  of  Mr.  Gregory,  will  moro  fully  illustrate  the  spirit  of 
tho  timo : — 

"  The  young  men  of  Quincy,  seeing  that  the  *  Old  Folks '  had 
failed,  and  possessing  more  zeal  and  enterprise,  resolved  to  take 
up  the  subject,  and  celebrate  the  approaching  anniversary  in 
a  proper  manner. 

"  In  the  spring  of  1840,  scarcely  two  months  previous  to  the 
day,  they  commenced  operations  in  the  face  of  many  obstacles 
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and  discouragements ;  but  to  their  praise,  be  it  said,  they  suc- 
ceeded beyond  all  expectations.  It  was  a  glorious  day  for  them, 
and  long  will  it  be  remembered. 

"The  would-be  conservators  of  everything  of  a  public  charac- 
ter in  town  (and  who  failed  in  getting  up  a  celebration  the  fall 
before,)  saw  that  the  young  men  were  likely  to  succeed  and  that 
it  would  place  them  in  an  unenviable  light,  in  consequence  of 
which  many  attempts  were  made  to  break  up  their  arrangemcnta. 

"Seeing  that  the  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  had  accepted  an 
invitation  to  preside  as  President  of  the  Day,  and  that  a  largo 
company  was  expected  from  Boston  and  the  regions  roundabout, 
strong  hints  were  thrown  out  that  it  would  be  well  for  the  young 
men  to  appoint  6omo  one  of  the  older  citizens  of  Quincy  to  re- 
ceive them  and  manage  affairs,  as  it  was  presumed  that  tho 
young  men  were  not  capable  of  transacting  tho  important  busi- 
ness of  the  day,  thus  robbing  the  young  men  of  all  the  glory  of 
the  occasion,  and  making  them  merely  hewers  of  wood  and 
drawers  of  water. 

"  Secret  caucuses  were  held  in  tho  village,  to  take  into  consid- 
eration the  propriety  of  frustrating  the  arrangements  of  the 
young  men,  in  relation  to  one  of  their  speakers.  An  anonymous 
letter,  signed  *  G '  and  mailed  at  Boston,  (supposed  by  many  to 
have  originated  in  this  town  some  dark  night,)  was  laid  be- 
fore this  august  body,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon 
the  young  men  then  in  session,  with  instructions  that  if  they 
persisted  in  having  the  address 1  delivered  by  the  one  of  their 
choice,  they  could  not  have  the  use  of  the  Stone  Mc<  t  ing- 
house." 

Notwithstanding  all  these  threats  and  obstructions,  the  Stone 
Meeting-house  was  secured,  and  the  oration  delivered  in  accord- 
ance with  the  prescribed  programme,  without  any  further 
interference.  But  not  so  in  relation  to  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Gregory's  address,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  letter  from 

1.  The  persona  selected  to  deliver  tho  commemorative  discourses  were  Rev. 
George  Whitney  of  Roxbury;  Rev.  John  Gregory,  pastor  of  the  Universalis 
Society  of  thia  town;  and  a  poem  delivered  by  Christopher  Pcarso  Crauch. 
These  were  all  published,  and  an  appendix  giving  a  full  account  of  the  celebra- 
tion. This  opposition  to  Mr.  Gregory  was  not  so  much  as  to  the  matter  of  his 
address,  as  it  was  to  his  person. 
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the  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  the  President  of  the  Day,  to  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  on  February  10th,  1841,  nine 
months  after  its  delivery.  What  still  more  increased  and  inten- 
sified the  feeling  of  the  young  men,  was  the  slight  their  orator 
had  received  in  not  having  his  address  to  the  young  men  pub- 
lished at  the  time,  with  Mr.  Whitney's  address  and  Mr.  Crunch's 
poem  : — 

"  Boston,  Feb.  10th,  1841. 

"Mb.  Green  : — Why  has  not  the  Centennial  Address  of  Rev. 
John  Gregory  been  brought  before  the  public?  Why  has  it 
Imjcii  delayed  so  long  ?  I  understood  it  was  to  bo  published 
some  time  since.  Has  not  a  suiticicnt  number  subscribed  for 
copies?    Please  answer  these  queries. 

"I  had  supposed  the  old  affair  was  entirely  forgotten,  and 
that  a  lending  hand,  (as  a  matter  of  course,)  would  be  given  for 
the  publishing  of  this  address,  but  I  understand  that  it  is  other- 
wise. This  is  not  the  right  principle  for  mankind  to  manifest 
towards  each  other,  neither  is  it  for  those  who  lay  such  strong 
claims  on  1  democracy.'  I  think,  sir,  in  this  case,  instead  of  con- 
sulting the  '  Golden  Rule,'  the  question  has  been  asked,  Is  he  of 
our  order  ?  I  presume  his  copies  will  find  acceptance  here  in 
Boston,  and  I  hope  it  will  soon  be  published. 

«  Respectfully,  Q." 

The  convivial  part  of  the  celebration  was  held  under  a  spa- 
cious pavilion,  erected  on  the  Hancock  Lot  for  the  purpose. 

After  a  sumptuous  dinner,  the  celebration  closed  with  suitable 
speeches,  and  appropriate  sentiments  were  given,  to  the  great 
satisfaction  of  the  assembly. 

The  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Episcopal  Church  was 
observed  by  a  sermon  preached  in  Christ  Church  on  Christmas 
Day,  1827,  by  the  Rector,  Benjamin  C.  Cutler,  and  published  by 
the  society. 

July  4th,  1876,  the  centennial  of  our  nation's  birth-day,  was 
celebrated  with  great  spirit.  The  day  was  ushered  in  by  the 
ringing  of  all  the  church  bells,  and  a  salute  of  fifty  guns.  About 
six  o'clock  the  large  procession  of  Ancients  and  Horribles  began 
to  move  through  the  public  streets,  as  assigned  in  the  pro- 
gramme, headed  by  a  platoon  of  mounted  police,  and  consisted 
12 
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of  five  divisions.  Their  burlesque  representations  were  unique, 
grotesque,  and  to  the  point.  The  decorations  of  the  buildings 
along  the  route  of  the  procession  were  quite  numerous. 

At  nine  o'clock  some  twenty-five  yachts  engaged  in  a  race  at 
Quincy  Point. 

The  children  of  the  town  had  a  pleasant,  agreeable  and  inter- 
esting entertainment  at  the  Town  Hall. 

On  Granite  street  a  large  pavilion  had  been  erected,  where  the 
commemorative  exercises  were  held.  The  exercises  commenced 
with  music  by  the  Weymouth  Band  ;  the  singing  was  executed 
by  a  choir  of  one  hundred  voices ;  and  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence was  read  by  six  young  ladies.  The  opening  historical 
address  was  delivered  by  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Jr.,  and  was 
followed  by  historical  sketches  of  the  several  churches  in  town, 
given  by  their  respective  pastors.  In  the  absence  of  a  settled 
clergyman  over  the  Unitarian  Society,  Mr.  Edwin  W.  Marsh 
spoke  for  that  church.  Col.  Parker,  Superintendent  of  the 
Schools,  gave  a  brief  history  of  the  educational  institutions. 
Mr.  Charles  II.  Porter  closed  with  an  account  of  the  town's  war 
record. 

Fireworks  in  the  evening  closed  the  peaceful  commemoration 
of  the  first  centennial  of  our  nation's  existence  us  a  free  and  en- 
lightened republic.  An  extended  and  full  account  of  this  cele- 
bration can  be  found  in  the  Quincy  Patriot  issued  July  8th,  1 87G. 

There  have  been  several  annexations  of  territory  and  peoplo 
to  the  town  of  Quincy,  (principally  from  the  old  town  of  Dor- 
chester, now  Ward  twenty-four,  of  Boston,)  but  in  small  and 
detached  portions,  as  many  of  these  people  were  loath  to  leave 
their  native  town  of  Dorchester.  The  first  was  in  1792,  at  the 
time  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  when  the  following  fam- 
ilies and  their  estates  were  added  to  the  town  of  Quincy,  viz : 
Benjamin  Beale,  Jr.,  Joseph  Beale,  John  Billings,  Ebcn.  (Hover 
and  Josiah  Glover. 

In  1819,  February  12th,  Mr.  Caleb  Faxon  and  his  estate  was 
annexed.  This  land  was  a  part  of  the  estate  now  owned  by 
Madison  Glover,  near  the  new  Catholic  church  at  North  Quincy. 

In  1820,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  following  enactment,  that 
another  large  portion  of  the  Farms  was  added,  viz  : 
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"Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  that  the  Neponset  river  be  and  is 
now  hereby  established,  as  the  boundary  line  between  the  towns 
of  Dorchester  and  Quincy,  in  the  County  of  Norfolk,  and  all 
that  part  of  the  town  of  Dorchester  which  lies  on  the  southerly 
side  of  the  river,  called  Squantum  and  the  Forms,  be  and  is 
hereby  set  off  from  the  said  town  of  Dorchester  and  annexed  to 
the  town  of  Quincy.  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  John  Pope, 
Edmund  Pope,  Moses  Billings  and  Oliver  Billings,  with  their  re- 
spective families,  and  all  their  lands  and  estates  lying  in  said 
Squantum  nnd  the  Farms,  and  also  Thompson  Island,  so  called, 
with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  shall  remain  annexed  to  the  town 
of  Dorchester,  anything  in  this  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing ;  and  provided,  also,  that  all  lots  or  parcels  of  Salt  Marsh, 
lying  in  said  Squantum  and  the  Farms,  now  owned  by  the  town 
of  Dorchester  in  its  corporate  capacity,  or  by  the  several  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  town,  shall,  so  long  as  they  remain  the  property 
of  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  town,  be  exempted  from  taxa- 
tion by  the  town  of  Quincy,  but  may  bo  taxed  by  the  town  of 
Dorchester  in  the  same  manner  as  though  the  act  had  never 
passed. 

".Sect.  2.  Be  it  enacted,  that  the  town  of  Quincy  shall  main- 
tain and  support  all  paupers,  who  now  have  or  may  hereafter 
acquire  a  settlement  in  each  and  every  part  of  Squantum  and 
the  Farms,  which  by  this  act  and  all  former  acts  have  been  set  off 
from  the  town  of  Dorchester  and  annexed  to  the  town  of  Quincy. 

"  Skct.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  proprietors  of  lots 
of  upland  and  marsh  lying  in  that  part  of  the  town  of  Dorches- 
ter which  is  by  this  act  set  off  from  the  said  town  and  annexed 
to  Quincy,  shall  be  holden  to  pay  taxes  which  have  been  legally 
assessed  on  them  by  the  said  town  of  Dorchester,  in  the  same 
manner  as  though  this  act  had  not  passed. 

"  February  21st,  1820." 1 

The  final  and  last  annexation  of  the  Squantum  lands  from 
Dorchester  to  Quincy  was  in  1855,  when  "  so  much  of  the  town 
of  Dorchester,  with  the  inhabitants  thereon,  as  lies  on  the  south- 
easterly side  of  Ncponset  river,  near  to  and  at  the  place  called 
Squantum,  and  including  the  estates  now  owned  and  occupied  by 

L  8pecial  Laws,  Vol.  V.,  p.  355. 
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George  B.  Billings,  Edmund  Pope  and  George  W.  Billings,  is 
hereby  set  off  from  said  Dorchester  and  annexed  to  the  town  of 
Quincy. 

"May  2d,  1855." 

April  24th,  1856.  Braintrec  Neck,  formerly  called  Knight's 
Neck,  was  annexed  to  the  town.  Annexations  to  the  town  have 
been  quite  numerous,  but  not  large  in  extent  of  territory. 
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The  following  is  the  first  warrant  issued  for  a  town  meeting, 
by  Judge  Richard  Crunch,  in  1792,  in  nccordanco  with  the  Act 
of  Incorporation  :— 

Suffolk,  bs.  Lieut.  Elijah  Veazie  : 

You,  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Quincy, 
in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  are  hereby  requested  to  issue  and  post 
the  following  warrant : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  arc 
hereby  required  forthwith  to  warn  and  give  notice  to  all  the 
inhabitants  qualified  to  vote  in  town  affairs,  to  assemble  and 
meet  at  the  meeting-house  in  said  town,  on  Friday,  the  eighth 
day  of  March  next  ensuing,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  then 
and  th*rc  to  choose  such  town  officers  as  towns  arc  required  to 
choose  at  the  annual  town  meetings,  in  the  month  of  March  or 
April  annually. 

RICHARD  CRANCII,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

At  this  meeting  the  following  town  officers  were  chosen  : — 

Town  Clerk, — Eben.  Vesey. 
Treasurer, — Thomas  B.  Adams,  Esq. 

Selectmen  and  Assessors, — Ebenenr  Miller,  Esq.,  Capt.  John 
Hall,  Benjamin  Bcalc,  Jr.,  Esq. 
Constable, — Joseph  Ncal  Arnold. 

Fence  Viewers, — Lieutenant  Peter  Brackets  Lieut.  Jonathan 
Baxter. 

Surveyors  of  Highways, — Lieut.  Peter  Brackett,  Ebcnezcr 
Nightingale,  Lieut.  Jonathan  Baxter,  Ensign  Samuel  Bass,  Jon- 
athan Bcalc. 

Jlogreaves, — Peter  Adams,  2d,  John  Sanders. 
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Tithingmen,— William  Adama,  William  Sanders. 

Surveyor  of  Boards  and  Stiletoorks,—lAeut.  Thomas  Pratt. 

Surveyor  of  Hemp, — John  Billings. 

Packer  of  Beefy— Ebenezcr  Adams. 

Culler  of  Fish,— Capt.  Samuel  Brown. 

Bread  Weigher,— Dea.  Jonathan  Webb. 

Sealer  of  Leather,— Thomas  Cleverly,  Jr. 

Hay  Wards, — John  Nightingale,  Lemuel  Billings. 

Fire  Wards,— Edward  Willard  Baxter,  Samuel  Nightingale. 

The  following  is  the  first  warrant  issued  under  the  town  au- 
thority for  the  choice  of  State  and  County  officers.  It  will  be 
seen  that  a  property  qualification  was  required  at  this  time  to 
vote,  and  was  not  abolished  until  1820,  when  a  State  Convention 
was  convened  for  the  purpose  of  altering  and  amending  the 
constitution  : — 

Suppolk,  88.   Joseph  Arnold,  Constable  of  the  town  of  Quincy, 
in  said  County.  Greeting  : 

You  are  hereby  required,  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  to  notify  and  warn  the  male  inhabitants  of 
the  said  town  of  Quincy  of  21  years  of  age,  and  upwards, 
having  a  freehold  estate  within  the  Commonwealth  of  the  an-  . 
nual  income  of  three  pounds,  or  an  estate  to  the  value  of  sixty 
pounds,  to  meet  at  the  Meeting-house  in  said  town,  on  Monday, 
the  2d  day  of  April  next,  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon, 
to  give  their  votes  for  a  Governor,  Lieut.  Governor,  Senators  and 
Councillors,  agreeable  to  the  Constitution  of  said  Commonwealth, 
also  to  give  in  their  votes  for  County  Treasurer. 

Given  under  our  hand,  and  seal  of  said  town  of  Quincy,  this 
19th  day  of  March,  Anno  Domini,  1792. 

At  this  meeting  the  following  was  the  result  of  their  ballot 

For  Governor,— John  Hancock,  51. 

For  Lieut,  tfouemor,— Samuel  Adams,  50. 

For  Senators, — James  Bowdwin,  9;  Thomas  Dawes,  34; 
Hon.  Oliver  Wendall,  8 ;  Wm.  Phillips,  25;  Stephen  Metcalf, 
28  ;  Cotton  Tufts,  33  j  Benjamin  Austin,  10  ;  Thomas  Russell, 
30  ;  Wm.  Heath,  33  ;  John  Reed,  Esq.,  1. 

For  County  Treasurer,— Thomas  Crafts,  29. 
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The  first  warrant  issued  for  a  town  meeting1  for  the  transac- 


tion of  town  business,  was  in  1792. 

At  a  meeting  held  May  14th,  1792 : — After  an  exciting  debate 
on  the  article  in  the  warrant,  which  was  to  seo  if  the  town  would 
petition  the  General  Court  to  have  the  name  of  the  town  altered 
to  some  other,  the  question  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Voted  to  raise  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  to  defray  the 
town  expenses  the  present  year. 

In  1792,  the  town  first  established  hospitals  for  the  purpose  of 
inoculation  for  the  small  pox."    September  3d,  1792,  the  town 

1.  Surrouc,  se.  Joseph  Neal  Arnold,  Constable  of  the  town  of  Qutncy,  hi 
said  County,  Greeting: 

You  are  hereby  requested,  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, to  notify  and  warn  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  said  town 
qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  meeting,  viz:— Such  as  pay  the  one  single  tax, 
besides  the  poH  or  po'l".  a  sum  equal  to  two-thirds  of  a  single  poll  tax,  to  meet 
and  assemble  at  the  Meeting  house,  on  Monday,  the  second  day  of  April  next, 
at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  act  on  the  following  articles:— 

Article  1.   To  choose  a  Moderator. 

Art.  2.   To  choose  such  officers  as  may  bo  necessary. 

Art.  3.  To  raise  such  sum  or  rams  of  money  for  defraying  the  nocessary 
charges  of  said  town,  as  Uiey  may  think  proper. 

Art.  4.  To  see  if  the  town  will  direct  the  Selectmen  to  lot  the  school  lands, 
or  divide  the  same  with  the  town  of  Brain  tree,  as  the  leases  are  out  this  spring, 
or  choose  a  committee  for  that  purpose. 

Art.  6.   To  see  what  the  town  will  do  respecting  the  poor. 

Art.  0.  To  see  what  the  town  will  do  respecting  the  schools,  and  wood  for 
the  same. 

Art.  7.   To  see  what  manner  the  town  will  have  the  highways  repaired. 

Art.  8.   To  seo  if  the  town  will  purchase  a  Pall  or  Burying  cloth. 

Art.  t>.   To  see  if  the  town  will  sell  four  pows,  formerly  the  singers*. 

Art.  10.  To  see  whether  the  town  will  do  anything  respecting  a  number  of 
notes  lying  iu  the  hands  of  Deacon  Jonathan  Webb. 

Art.  11.  To  see  if  the  town  will  allow  any  of  the  inhabitants  to  build  stables 
near  the  Meeting-house. 

Art.  12.   To  hoo  what  tlio  town  will  do  In  respect  to  building  a  Pound. 

Art.  13.  To  choose  a  committee  to  settle  all  accounts  and  matters  whatever 
between  this  town  and  the  town  of  Braintree,  and  any  other  committee  the  town 


2.  It  was  the  custom  at  this  time  to  inoculate  people  for  the  small  pox  from 
small  pox  matter,  which  custom  (according  to  Dr.  Coilison's  history  of  the 
small  pox)  the  Chinese  had  practiced  from  the  sixth  century,  and  the  Brahmins 


may  think  proper. 
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instructed  the  Selectmen  to  open  the  following  house*  for  the 
inoculation  for  the  small  pox,  viz:  Jesse  Bealo's,  Benjamin 
Beale,  Jr.'s,  on  Squnntum  ;  that  any  and  all  houses  on  German- 
town  be  made  use  of,  as  suitable  places  for  those  who  arc  inocu- 
lated for  the  small  pox;  that  Samuel  Badcock's  and  Lemuel 

from  a  remote  antiquity.  It  was  not,  however,  till  Lady  Mury  Wortloy  Monta- 
gue, in  1721,  introduced  this  custom  into  England  from  Turkey,  that  her  jicoplo 
became  interested  in  the  subject  It  met  with  great  opposition,  both  from  the 
medical  profession  and  the  clergy.  In  1722,  Rev.  Edward  Massey  of  England, 
preached  a  powerful  sermon  in  opposition  to  its  use,  in  which  he  asserted  that 
Job's  distemper  was  confluent  small  pox,  and  that  he  had  been  inoculated  by 
the  devil. 

In  1721,  Dr.  Cotton  Mather,  a  minister  of  Boston,  had,  by  reading  several 
philosophical  transactions  on  the  inoculation  for  the  small  pox,  become  con- 
vinced that  this  was  »  safe  and  suro  preventative  from  having  this  loathsome 
disease,  and  ho  recommended  a  trial  of  it  to  the  physicians  of  Boston.  They  all 
declined  except  Dr.  Boylston,  who  by  this  means  made  himself  quite  obnoxious 
to  the  people.  The  doctor  was  so  strong  in  the  faith  that  he  began  the  experi- 
ment upon  his  own  children,  which  proved  successful.  Tho  people  declared 
that  if  any  of  his  patients  should  die  he  ought  to  bo  condemned  as  a. murderer, 
and  the  opposition  became  so  enraged  that  Ids  family  were  quite  unsafe  in  his 
house,  and  he  was  frequently  insulted  in  the  streets.  Tho  excitement  was  so 
great  that  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Selectmen  of  Boston  called  a  meeting 
of  all  the  doctors,  who,  after  considerable  deliberation,  arrived  at  the  following 
conclusions: — 

"That  it  appears  by  numerous  instances  that  inoculation  has  proved  tho  death 
of  many  persons  soon  after  the  operation,  and  brought  distemper  upon  many 
others,  which  in  the  end  have  proved  deadly  to  them.  That  tho  natural  tenden- 
cy of  infusing  such  malignant  tilth  in  the  mass  of  blood  is  to  corrupt  and 
putrify  it,  and  if  there  be  not  sufficient  discharge  of  that  malignity,  by  tho 
place  of  incision  or  elsowhero,  it  lays  a  foundation  for  many  dangerous  diseases. 
That  tho  continuing  tho  operatiou  among  us  is  likely  to  provo  of  tho  most  dan- 
gerous consequences." 

Hutchinson,  in  his  history,  relates  the  following  opposition  to  Cotton  Mather: 

M  Doctor  Mather,  the  first  mover,  after  having  been  reproached  and  villtflod 
in  pamphlets  and  newspapers,  was  at  length  attacked  in  a  moro  violent  way. 
nis  nephew,  Mr.  Walter,  one  of  the  ministers  of  Roxbury,  having  been  pri- 
vately inoculated  in  the  Doctor's  house,  in  Boston,  a  villain,  about  three  o'clock 
in  tho  morning,  set  lire  to  tho  fuse  of  a  granado  shell  filled  with  combustible 
stuff,  and  threw  it  into  the  chamber  where  the  sick  man  was  lodged.  Tho  fuse 
was  fortunately  beat  off  by  the  passing  of  the  shell  through  the  window,  and 
the  wild  tiro  spent  itself  upon  tho  floor.  It  was  generally  supposed  that  tho 
bursting  of  the  shell  was  by  that  means  prevented.  A  scurrilous,  raeuacing 
writing  was  fastened  to  the  shell  or  fuse." 

Notwithstanding  all  this  opposition  it  gradually  gaiued  the  confidence  of  tho 
community,  and  finally  came  into  general  use. 
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Billings'  house  at  the  Farms  may  be  made  ubc  of  for  the  same 
purpose.  No  person  shall  have  liberty  to  inoculate  after  the 
first  of  October.  Each  of  these  institutions  were  obliged  to 
erect  a  smoke-house,  and  no  person  was  allowed  to  leave  until 

.  they  had  been  thoroughly  smoked,  and  had  a  certificate  from  the 
doctor  certifying  the  person  cleansed.  The  Selectmen  were 
instructed  to  limit  the  ground  upon  which  any  person  belonging 
to  the  hospitals,  who  has  been  inoculated,  shall  walk ;  any  indi- 
vidual who  shall  cross  the  line  or  limits  made  by  the  proper 

•  officers  of  the  town,  shall  pay  a  penalty  of  three  pounds.  That 
one  of  tho  Selectmen  attend  the  Court  of  Sessions  on  the  morrow 
for  instructions. 

There  having  been  unpleasant  differences  between  Lieut.  Seth 
Spear  and  Mr.  James  Brackctt,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  ac- 
commodate matters  between  them.  Perhaps  it  would  have  been 
more  satisfactory  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  if  this  ancient 
custom  had  been  continued,  although  it  might  have  seriously 
interfered  with  the  legal  profession. 

February  12th,  1793.  The  following  persons  were  warned  by 
the  Selectmen  to  depart  the  limits  of  tho  town,  viz :  Thomas 
Welsh  and  wife,  Barnabas  Swift,  Seth  Joice,  Thomas  Swift, 
James  McDaniels,  James  Dorren,  Jacob  Fowle  and  family,  Mr. 
Copeland,  Luke  Herd  and  family,  Thomas  Haskell,  Samuel 
Withington  and  family,  John  Paul  and  family,  James  Faxon  and 
family,  Gaius  Thayer  and  family,  Wm.  Jenkins,  and  Patty  Page 
(so  called.)  . 

April  30th,  1793.  It  was  voted  at  this  meeting  that  a  drift-way 
should  be  laid  out  to  Nut  Island. 

August  12th,  1793.  Voted,  That  Judge  Crunch,  Moses  Black, 
Esq.,  and  Ebcnezcr  Miller,  Esq.,  be  authorized  to  petition  tho 
General  Court  to  have  the  town  of  Quincy  annexed  to  Suf- 
folk County. 

A  standing  committee  was  chosen,  to  see  that  there  be  not 
any  privateering  fitted  out  from  this  place  by  any  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  or  others,  against  any  of  the  belligerent 
powers,  in  order  that  strict  neutrality  may  be  kept  up  between 
us  and  them. 

December  30th,  1798.  In  future  the  bell  will  toll  for  the  com- 
13 
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menccraont  of  divino  service  at  half-post  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  and 
half-past  one  o'clock  p.  if.,  from  the  first  of  November  to  tho 
first  of  April ;  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.,  and  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  from 
April  to  the  first  of  November. 

March  10th,  1794.  Voted,  That  Benjamin  Beale,  Esq.,  Thomas 
Pratt,  Capt.  Daniel  Baxter,  Lieut.  Elijah  Vcazie,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Nowcomb,  be  a  committee  to  mako  and  exhibit  a  plan  or  plana 
of  a  house  for  the  poor,  with  cost  for  erection. 

Two  shillings  allowed  for  each  day's  work  on  the  highwnys. 

May  12th,  1794.  At  this  meeting  the  committee  chosen  to  • 
select  a  plan  for  a  poor  house  reported  in  favor  of  building  one, 
and  that  they  had  selected  for  its  site  tho  town's  land  near 
Scant's  swamp.  Messrs.  Benjamin  Beale,  Peter  B.  Adams  and 
Moses  Black  wore  a  committee  to  build  tho  house,  and  it  was 
decided  that  it  should  be  built  forthwith.  This  house  stood 
n«arly  on  the  spot  where  tho  town's  pound  now  stands. 

Voted,  To  have  a  town  meeting  called  to  see  if  the  town  will 
sell  tho  body  seats  in  tho  meeting-house. 

May  29th,  1794.    Voted,  To  sell  seats  on  tho  south  side  of 
broad  alley. 

June  19th,  1794.  Capt.  Daniel  Baxter  was  authorized  to  col- 
lect the  taxes,  at  nine-and-a-half  pence  per  pound.  Also,  to 
cause  the  two  opposito  body  seats  to  bo  made  into  two  pews, 
corresponding  in  every  particular  with  tho  two  tho  ground  was 
sold  for. 

September  15th,  1794.  Deacon  Jonathan  Webb,  Benjamin 
Beale,  Esq.,  and  Capt.  John  Hull  were  chosen  a  committee  to 
take  or  cause  to  he  taken  a  plan  of  the  town,  agreeable  to  an  act 
of  the  General  Court  passed  Juno  18th,  1794.  A  committee  was 
also  chosen  to  confer  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wibird,  about  shutting 
up  the  meeting-house  during  his  poor  health. 

November  3d,  1794.  Capt  John  Hall,  Capt.  Daniel  Baxter, 
Lieut.  Alpheus  Cary,  Esq.,  were  chosen  a  committee  to  assist 
Capt.  Joseph  Brackett  to  procure  his  quota  of  men  to  go  into 
the  army,  if  called  for. 

January  5th,  1795.  To  allow  the  committee  £9,  7s,  Gd,  agree- 
able to  their  account  rendered  this  day,  it  being  for  a  bounty 
paid  by  them  to  sundry  persons  enlisted  as  soldiers. 
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January  5th,  1795.  Voted,  That  the  Rev.  Mr.  Briggs,  or  some 
person,  be  requested  to  supply  the  pulpit  until  next  March 
meeting. 

April  Gth,  1795.  Voted,  To  let  the  pews  in  the  meeting-house 
adjoining  the  llcv.  Mr.  Wibird's,  lately  built,  for  tho  term  of 
one  year,  these  pews  to  be  let  out  at  vendue  to  the  highest 
bidder.  To  allow  tho  Town  Clerk  thirty  shillings,  for  the  past 
two  years'  services. 

May  Gth,  1795.  Moses  Beal  was*chosen  Representative.  The 
.following  is  the  vote  given  for  and  against  tho  revision  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts:  For  re- 
vision, 5 ;  against  it,  34. 

May  27th,  1795.  The  Selectmen  be  empowered  to  hire  a  piece 
of  ground  of  Mr.  James  Brackctt  for  a  garden  for  the  poor  of 
the  town,  what  they  may  think  sufficient,  for  a  term  of  four 
years. 

October  1st,  1795.  Voted,  To  build  a  school-house.  A  com- 
mittee was  chosen  to  make  a  plan  and  estimate  tho  cost  of  said 
school-house. 

November  lGth,  1795.  Voted,  That  the  school-house  shall  bo 
built  on  the  Training  Field,  and  that  part  of  it  which  the  com- 
mittee thinks  most  proper. 

January  17th,  179G.  Mary  Dunham,  Lettiee  Pierce,  Widow 
Lcttiec  Pierce,  and  other  persons  were  warned  to  depart  tho 
limits  of  the  town. 

March  7th,  1796.  Rev.  Mr.  Flint  to  officiate  in  the  meeting- 
house until  the  second  Sunday  in  April. 

That  the  poor  be  put  into  the  house  built  for  their  accommo- 
dation, excepting  such  as  the  Selectmen  think  not  proper  to  be 
placed  there.    (This  was  the  first  almshouse  built  in  town.) 

The  school  to  bo  kept  tho  same  manner  as  last  year,  and  tho 
master  to  be  hired  by  the  year. 

December  8th,  179G.  Voted,  To  accept  the  Committee's  re- 
port chosen  to  Settle  the  line  of  fence  between  Mr.  Seth  Burrell 
and  the  town  lands  or  training  field,  according  to  the  following 
agreement,  enclosed  in  said  report  to  the  town :— 11  And  we  have 
further  agreed  to  allow  said  Burrell  ten  dollars  for  taking  down 
the  old  bake-house,  and  to  run  a  straight  lino  from  the  south 
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corner  of  the  new  school-house  until  it  comes  within  four  feet  of 
the  underpinning  of  said  new  school-house  ;  then  to  turn  and  run 
back  into  said  BnrrelPs  land  four  feet ;  and  then  turning  and 
running  parallel  with  said  new  school-house  until  it  extends  be- 
yond the  easterly  corner  of  said  new  school-house  four  feet ;  then 
running  on  a  straight  line  ten  rods  to  the  north  corner  of  the  town 
pound,  or  as  far  as  said  Bun-ell's  land  extends  Said  town  to 
have  liberty  of  four  feet  of  land  back  of  the  line,  behind  the  new 
school-house  and  seven  feet^ong,  to  build  a  necessary-house  on." 

March  6th,  1797.  Voted,  To  sell  the  old  school-house,  and 
move  it  away  from  the  ground  where  it  now  stands. 

April  3d,  17D7.  Eighty-five  pounds  to  be  appropriated  for 
schooling,  the  whole  to  be  for  the  new  school-house  and  not 
for  any  other  the  present  year.  That  all  the  poor  belonging  to 
the  town  shall  go  to  the  poor-house,  and  there  be  provided  for 
the  current  year. 

May  1st,  1797.  Votes  were  called  for  by  the  Selectmen  for  a 
Representative  to  the  General  Con rt,  which  were  as  follows: 
Moses  Black,  29 ;  Benjamin  Beale,  Esq.,  12 ;  John  Nail,  5;  Peter 
B.  Adams,  4. 

Voted,  That  every  man  shall  have  the  privilege  of  voting  for 
a  colleague  to  settle  in  the  ministry  who  is  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  The  vote  was  taken  for  said  colleague,  and  the  result  was 
as  follows,  viz :— Mr.  Whitney,  46,  and  Mr.  Flint  34 ;  on  the 
second  ballot,  Mr.  Whitney  00,  and  Mr.  Flint  8.  A  committee 
was  chosen  to  make  estimates  and  proposals  what  they  supposed 
would  be  a  proper  and  sullicient  salary  for  a  minister  to  scttlo 
over  the  parish. 

May  6th,  1797.  To  raise  two  hundred  dollars  for  repairs  of 
the  highways,  according  to  the  new  method  proposed  by  the 
Selectmen. 

June  19th,  1797.  Voted,  To  secure  three  thousand  dollars  as  a 
fund  to  erect  and  support  an  academy  in  the  town  of  Quincy, 
agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  General  Court. 

July  31st,  1797.  At  this  town  meeting  the  question  of  settling 
a  colleague  with  Mr.  Wibird  was  again  brought  before  the  town, 
and  acted  upon  with  the  following  result :  Mr.  Jacob  Flint  of 
Reading,  45;  to  hear  further,  20. 
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Voted,  To  choose  a  committee  to  treat  with  Mr.  Flint  on  the 
subject  of  being  settled  here  as  an  assistant  minister. 

August  7th,  1707.  The  committee  appointed  by  the  town  of 
Quincy  on  Monday  List,  being  the  31st  of  July,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  estimates  and  proposals  to  the  town,  what  they  should 
think  would  be  a  proper  offer  to  Mr.  Flint,  as  a  salary  to  settle 
here  as  a  colleague  with  the  Rev.  Anthony  Wibird,  beg  leave  to 
make  the  following  report : — 

"  Your  committee  would  say  thai  they  have  attended  to  said 
matter,  as  follows  :  That  they  have  carefully  taken  into  consid- 
eration the  present  state  and  circumstances  of  the  town  of 
Quincy  at  large,  and  the  Congregational  Society  in  particular, 
and  on  the  whole  it  is  their  opinion  and  mature  judgment  that 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  without  any  settling  be  offered 
to  Mr.  Flint  as  a  salary  for  one  year,  if  he  should  not  settle  as  a 
colleague  with  Mr.  Wibird.  And  in  order  that  the  salary  in 
future  may  be  such  as  shall  from  year  to  year  be  just  and  equi- 
table proportions  to  the  increase  and  decrease  in  prices  of  the 
most  necessary  articles  of  Life,  your  committee  has  leave  to  lay 
before  tho  town  their  thoughts  upon  the  subject,  in  the  follow- 
ing necessary  articles  of  food,  viz :  Indian  Corn,  Rye,  Beef, 
Pork,  at  the  proper  season  of  the  year  for  purchasing  of  the 
above-named  articles;  the  same  to  bo  made  the  standard  by 
which  to  estimate  tho  salary  for  said  year.  Tho  prices  of  the 
articles  at  the  present  time  arc  as  follows,  viz  :— 

£    8.  D. 

"Indian  Corn,  per  Bushel,  0    6  0 

"Rye       «         "  0    7  6 

"  Beef,  per  Hundred,  *      1  16  0 

"  Pork,  per  Pound,  0    0  6." 

After  having  road  tho  above  report,  a  letter  was  read  from  Mr. 
Flint  declining  tho  invitation  to  settle  here,  on  the  ground  of 
the  inadequacy  of  tho  amount  offered  him  for  his  salary.  The 
letter  is  too  long  to  insert  here,  as  it  would  amount  in  spirit, 
sentiment  and  length  to  an  ordinary  sermon. 

September  25th,  1797.  At  this  meeting  another  proposition 
was  mado  to  the  town, — to  make  an  addition  to  tho  salary  of 
Mr.  Flint, — but  it  was  voted  in  the  negative. 
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This  system  of  basing  the  salaries  of  clergymen  on  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  which  custom  had  been  in  vogue  front  the  earliest 
organization  of  religious  societies  in  the  colonies,  had  at  this 
time  become  unsatisfactory  and  unjust  to  all  parties.  So  much 
so  was  this  the  case,  that  this  was  the  last  public  meeting  of 
the  citizens  of  Quincy  in  which  this  old  ecclesiastical  usage  was 
brought  before  the  town. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  committee,  October  23d, 
1797,  on  their  new  departure  from  this  old  custom : — 

"Your  oommittee  think  it  a  matter  of  great  importance  that 
a  minister  and  his  people  should  thrive  together  in  mutual  love 
and  harmony,  and  that  everything  ought  to  be  avoided  relating 
to  the  settling  that  might  interrupt;  therefore,  on  the  most 
mature  consideration  of  the  subject  taken  in  every  point  of 
view,  your  committee  are  of  an  opinion  that  it  will  not  be  best 
to  place  the  salary  on  any  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  knowing 
that  such  a  "settlement,  based  on  tho  necessaries  of  life,  has 
generally  proved  a  ground  of  uneasiness,  cither  on  the  sido  of 
the  minister  or  the  people,  who  will  differ  considerably  in  their 
judgment  on  the  subject.  Your  committee  give  it  as  their  most 
mature  judgment  that  it  would  be  best  for  the  town  to  offer  tho 
Rev.  Mr.  Whitman  such  a  sum,  to  be  paid  to  him  annually,  as 
will  enable  him  to  maintain  himself  and  family  comfortably  and 
with  such  decency  as  will  do  honor  to  the  society  that  supports 
them ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum  will  afford  him  and  his  family 
a  decent  support,  and  they  do  now  accordingly  report  that  sum 
for  the  consideration  of  the  town.  Your  committee  would 
further  report  that  it  is  their  opinion  that  it  would  bo  better  and 
more  proper  for  the  town  to  procure  a  dwelling-house  for  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Whitman  and  family,  at  the  town's  expense,  for  them 
to  live  in  from  the  time  he  may  come  to  settlo  with  us  till  the 
first  of  April,  1799,  in  order  to  give  him  time  to  dispose  of  his 
interest  at  Pembroke  and  purchaso  here." 

A  vote  was  accordingly  passed  to  give  the  Rov.  Kilborn  Whit- 
man a  call  to  settle  here  as  a  colleague  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wibird. 

Mr.  Whitman,  in  a  long  and  cordial  letter  declined  the  invita- 
tion to  settlo  here,  his  reason  being  the  want  of  unanimity  of 
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those  who  gavo  him  tho  call.  The  meeting,  after  having  received 
this  unexpected  answer,  made  a  division  of  said  meeting  on  the 
subject  as  follows,  viz:  Seventy-eight  voted  for,  and  eignt 
against  it.    Tho  meeting  was  then  dissolved. 

March  4th,  1798.  Voted,  To  give  liberty  to  individual  sub- 
scribers to  erect  a  pair  of  hay-scales  in  the  town,  on  the  town 
land,  where  it  will  be  most  convenient  and  not  incommode  the 
highway.  They  were  erected  nearly  opposite  what  is  now 
Hancock  Court. 

March  5th,  1798.  Peter  B.  Adams,  Lieut.  Elijah  Vcazic,  and 
Lieut.  Jonathan  Baxter  were  chosen  Selectmen  for  tho  ensuing 
year. 

August  19th,  1799.  VoUd,  That  Mr.  James  Tuckcrman 
preach  four  Sundays,  and  Mr.  Kendall  four  Sundays. 

September  30th,  1799.  The  thanks  of  the  town  were  present- 
ed to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  [John  Adams,]  and 
Moses  Black,  Esq.,  for  the  present  of  a  clock  to  be  put  into  the 
First  Church. 

December  2d,  1799.  The  following  vote  was  taken  upon  set- 
tling Rev.  Peter  Whitney  as  a  collcaguo  with  the  Rev.  Anthony 
Wibird :  Rev.  Peter  Whitney,  48  votes ;  to  hear  further,  8. 
The  following  salary  was  decided  upon  :  $500.00  with  settling, 
and  $550.00  without  settlement. 

January  13th,  1800.  To  take  into  consideration  the  ordinn- 
tiou  of  Rev.  Peter  Whitney.  Tho  5th  of  February  was  appoint- 
ed as  the  day  set  apart  for  the  purpose,  and  that  a  council  of 
ten  churches  attend  the  ordination. 

March  6th,  1800.  At  the  annual  meeting  Mr.  Moses  Black 
was  chosen  Moderator ;  Mottram  Vesey,  Clerk ;  Moses  Black, 
Treasurer;  Deacon  Elijah  Veasey,  Lieut.  Jonathan  Baxter, 
Lieut.  AlphcuB  Carey,  Selectmen.  Three  thousand  dollars  were 
raised  for  town  expenses  the  year  ensuing,  four  hundred  dollars 
to  bo  raised  for  schools,  viz :  School-house,  $270.00  ;  Farm  Dis- 
trict, $27.50;  Squantum,  $10.00;  Hough's  Neck  and  German- 
town,  $22.50  ;  Old  Fields  District,  $11.00  ;  Perm's  Hill  District, 
$22.50 ;  Woods  District,  $22.50 ;  North  District,  $14.00.  The 
vacancy  where  the  old  stairway  was  in  the  church,  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  use  of  tho  black  people  to  sit  in. 
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April  7th,  1800.  The  following  votes  were  cast  for  Governor  : 
Caleb  Strong,  55;  Elbridge  Gerry,  11 ;  Hon.  William  Heath,  1. 

To  widen  Old  Field  Road  one  rod  and  one-half. 

May  5th,  1800.  At  this  meeting  a  Representative  wns  chosen 
to  the  General  Court,  the  vote  standing  as  follows:  Moses 
Black,  50 ;  Benjamin  Boal,  10;  James  Brackctt,  1. 

January  11th,  1802.  To  choose  two  agents  to  assist  with  their 
Representative  in  aiding  a  petition  in  General  Court  to  build  a 
bridge  over  Neponset  river,  the  expense  to  be  defrayed  by  tho 
town.  This  year  it  was  voted  to  adorn  the  green,  on  which  the 
First  Church  stands,  with  trees. 

March  7th,  1803.  There  shall  be  provided,  at  the  expense  of 
the  town,  seventy-five  hundred  weight  of  powder  and  two  hun- 
dred weight  of  bails,  to  bo  kopt  in  stock  and  deposited  in  some 
proper  place,  for  the  use  of  two  companies  of  training  soldiers 
when  required. 

August  29th,  1803.  The  committee  chosen  on  the  Neponset 
turnpike  made  tho  following  report  :— 

"  Tliat  the  town  do  grant  to  said  corporation  all  their  right 
and  title  to  the  old  road,  between  Mr.  Black's  and  the  stone  post 
at  the  corner  leading  to  Squantum,  excepting  that  part  of  the 
road  which  leads  to  Jesse  Fen  no's  and  the  marshes,  whenever 
the  said  corporation  shall  open  the  new  road,  agreeable  to  their 
act  of  incorporation,  it  being  understood  that  this  grant  is  made 
to  said  corporation  upon  condition  that  they  shall  convey  the 
said  old  road  to  the  respective  proprietors  of  the  land  who  have 
given  tho  new  road,  agreeable  to  tho  agreement  mado  between 
said  corporation  and  said  proprietors  of  the  land. 


Voted)  That  tho  poor  be  let  out  at  vendue  to  the  lowest  bid- 
der, to  be  supported  for  the  term  of  one  year,  on  the  same  con- 
ditions that  they  were  lot  out  last  year,  viz :  They  are  to  be 
furnished  with  provisions,  clothes  and  fire-wood,  what  may  be 
necessary  to  support  them  comfortably.  Accordingly  the  poor 
were  put  up  by  the  Moderator,  and  were  struck  off  to  John 
Spear,  at  $495,  for  said  term. 


"Peter  Adams, 
"Joseph  Baxter, 
"Daniel  Greenleap, 


Digitized  by  Google 


CIIAPTEIt  OP  ANNALS. 


97 


April  2d,  1804.  To  grant  the  singers  the  sura  of  twenty-five 
dollars  to  procure  a  bass  viol  for  the  use  of  the  congregntion. 
To  lay  out  the  floor  in  the  side  galleries  for  pews,  and  to  sell 
the  same. 

May  7th,  1804.  The  committee  made  the  following  report  on 
the  subject  of  making  a  straight  road  through  the  centre  of  the 
town,  viz:— ««  That  Mr.  Ebenczer  Veascy  offered  to  straighten 
the  road  according  to  the  burying-ground  wall,  fill  up  the  old 
well,  remove  the  barn,  and  make  the  fence  through  the  land  into 
the  road,  as  it  is  now  staked  out,  for  $200;  reserving  to  him- 
self the  turf  or  soil,  also  as  much  of  Copt  John  Ncwcomb's 
land  as  may  be  necessary  to  straighten  the  road,  at  $600  per 
acre." 

April  2d,  1804.  This  year  we  find  for  the  first  time  recorded 
the  votes  for  a  full  list  of  Presidential  Electors,  although  three 
presidential  elections,  previous  to  this  date,  had  been  held  since 
the  incorporation  of  the  town.  The  vote  for  Electors  at  large 
was  as  follows,  viz:  Hon.  David  Cobb  of  Goldsborough  Dis- 
trict, Maine,  90;  Hon.  Oliver  Wendallof  Boston  District,  90; 
James  Sullivan  of  Boston  District,  27  ;  Elbridgc  Gerry  of  Cam- 
bridge District,  27.  District  Electors :  Norfolk  District,  Cotton 
Tufts  of  Weymouth,  90 ;  Norfolk  District,  Hon.  William  Heath, 
27.  Tho  remaining  District  Electors  we  have  omitted,  but  each 
party  cast  the  same  number  of  votes  for  all  of  their  respective 
candidates.  It  was  not,  it  appears,  until  this  year  that  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  presidential  election  got  fairly  into  working  order. 

At  the  Presidential  election  in  1790,  the  citizeus  of  the  town 
seem  to  have  bolted  the  regular  Federal  nominees  for  Electors, 
and  to  have  voted  for  an  independent  candidate,  an  inhabitant 
of  their  own  town.  It  appears  a  little  singular  that  the  Massa- 
chusetts Electors,  who  gave  their  suffrago  to  Mr.  John  Adams, 
did  not  receive  a  vote  at  this  election  in  Quincy.  Why  the  town 
refused  to  cast  their  ballots  for  Mr.  Adams,  we  are  unable  to 
state.  The  following  is  the  record  of  this  election :—"  The 
inhabitants  of  the  town  met  for  the  choice  of  Electors  for  Pres- 
ident and  Vice-President,  and  gave  in  their  votes  as  follows : 
Benjamin  Bealc,  Esq.,  38  ; "  and  this  appears  to  have  been  the 
only  Elector  voted  for  in  town.  Mr.  Beale,  also  received 
14 
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two  votes  in  Randolph,  and  it  will  bo  seen  that  ho  was  not  one 
of  the  Massachusetts  Electors  who  cast  their  ballot  for  Mr. 
Adams.1 

December  10th,  1804.  The  committee  on  widening  the  road 
through  the  centre  of  the  town,  are  further  empowered  to  pur- 
chase of  Theophilus  Thayer  such  a  piece  of  land  as  may  be 
thought  necessary  for  the  above  purpose,  at  the  rate  of  six  hun- 
dred dollars  per  acre.  If  he  is  not  willing  to  sell  ut  this  rate, 
take  the  land  and  abide  the  decision  of  the  law.  This  estate 
was  located  where  now  stands  the  Congregational  Church. 

May  6th,  1805.  Moses  Black,  Esq.,  James  Brackett,  and 
Fotcr  B.  Adams,  Esq.,  were  further  oinpowercd  to  moot  the 
town  of  Braintree  Agents,  respecting  a  division  of  a  piece  of 
land  known  by  the  name  of  Owens  Fields,  lying  in  Quincy. 

April  7th,  1806.  Voted,  To  dismiss  the  article  respecting 
fishing  and  fowling  on  half-moon,  viz : — "  To  know  if  the  town 
will  maintain  their  right  and  priviledge,  according  to  old  custom, 
in  fishing  and  fowling  on  half-moon,  and  if  any  inhabitant  should 
be  prosecuted  on  that  account,  that  the  town,  as  a  town,  would 
dofend  the  prosecution." 

April  7th,  1807.  A  committee  was  chosen  to  lay  out  a  road 
to  Bent's  Point,  from  the  meeting-house. 

April  11th,  1808.  The  committee  to  whom  was  re-committed 
the  subject  of  laying  out  the  road  to  Hough's  Neck  and  German- 
town,  made  a  lengthy  report  on  May  23d,  which  was  accepted  by 
the  town.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  said  report:  "That 
said  road  laid  out  by  this  committco  was  more  convenient  than 

L   The  following  persona  were  chosen  as  the  Presidential  Electors  of 
c)  hi  setts  for  1790:- 

K LECTORS  AT  LA  IK  IB. 

William  Sever,  Stephen  Longfellow. 

DISTRICT  ELECTORS. 

No.  1,— Samuel  Hollis.  No.  8,— David  Rosseter. 

No.  2,-Edward  H.  Robblus.  No.       Nathaniel  Wells. 


No.  3,— Elbridge  Gerry.  No.  10,— Ebenezer  Hunt, 

No.  4,— Ebeneser  Mattoon.  No.  11,— Elisha  May. 

No.  5,— Samuel  Phillips.  No.  12,  -Joseph  Allen. 

No.  0,— Increase  Sumner.  No.  13,— Thomas  Rice. 


No.  7,— Thomas  Dawes.  No.  14,-1 
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the  road  a*  used  and  laid  out  in  1673,  and  a  saving  of  one  hun- 
dred rods  in  distance,  and  would  quiet  this  unpleasant  subject 
which  had  so  long  agitated  the  public  mind,  and  do  away  with 
the  bars  and  gates  which  have  been  of  so  much  annoyance  to 
their  free  communication  to  the  Neck  and  Germantown." 

November  7th,  1808.  That  the  thanks  of  tho  town  be  pre- 
sented, through  the  Selectmen,  to  the  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  for 
his  generous  and  valuable  gift  to  the  First  Church,  in  this  town, 
of  a  large  Bible  for  the  use  of  the  sacred  desk  ;  and  further,  that 
the  Selectmen  be  requested  to  cause  a  place  to  be  made  in  the 
pulpit,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  it  secure  from  danger ;  and 
that  the  old  Bible  be  presented  to  the  Hev.  Mr.  Whitney,  as  a 
gift  from  the  town.  ' 

Anril  3d,  1809.  This  year  school  districts  were  first  estab- 
lished by  metes  and  bounds,  viz:  Hough's  Neck  and  German- 
town  District,  Old  Fields  District,  Penn's  District,  Wood's 
District,  North  District,  Farms  District,  Squantum  District, 
Centre  District. 

April  17th,  1809.  For  years  cattle  were  allowed  to  be  pas- 
tured in  the  old  cemetery,  located  on  Hancock  street.  This 
desecration  of  the  cemetery  by  cattle  trampling  down  tomb- 
stones had  become  a  matter  of  considerable  complaint;  by  the 
liberality  of  several  of  the  town's  most  noted  citizens,  the  people 
were  relieved  of  this  trouble.  It  was  voted  that  a  deed  present- 
ed this  day  to  tho  town,  signed  by  the  Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams 
and  the  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  conveying  the  right  of  passage, 
herbage  and  pasturage  in  and  over  the  burial  ground  in  said 
town,  be  accepted  on  the  conditions  expressed  in  said  instru- 
ment, and  that  the  thanks  of  tho  town  be  presented  to  these 
gentlemen  for  their  liberal  donation. 

May  Gth,  1809.  Voted,  To  purchase  a  new  bell  for  tho 
meeting-house,  (which  was  the  First  Church,)  the  weight  to  bo 
thirteen  hundred  pounds.  The  sale  of  the  old  one  to  be  left  with 
the  committee. 

Voted,  To  accept  the  road,  as  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen,  from 
the  new  bridge  to  the  training  field,  and  the  expenses  on  said 
bridge  not  to  exceed  ninety  dollars. 

August  80th,  1809.    An  attempt  was  made  to  introduce  inoc- 
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ulation,  or,  as  it  is  now  called,  vaccination,  from  the  kine  or  cow 
pox.  After  a  long  and  earnest  debate  the  question  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  that  it  would  be  of  no  use,  nor  any  protection 
to  the  public  against  the  loathsome  disease,  small  pox. 

May  6th,  1811.  The  Selectmen  are  requested  to  procure  ac- 
commodations for  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  sit  in  the  hall 
at  town  meetings. 

November  12th,  1812.  Vote  for  the  choice  of  Electors  for 
tho  Southern  District :  William  Heath,  121  ;  Joshua  Thomas, 
121 ;  David  Scndder,  121 ;  William  Rotch,  121 ;  John  Adams, 
28 ;  Nathaniel  Morton,  26 ;  John  Davis,  25  ;  Joseph  Barker,  26. 

May  31st,  1813.  A  committee  was  chosen  for  the  purpose  of 
communicating  and  receiving  information  concerning  husbandry, 
so  that  the  town  could  better  understand  what  improvements 
had  been  made  in  agriculture. 

Voted,  To  allow  tho  singers  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars. 

May  3d,  1814.  A  report  of  a  committee  on  tho  annexation 
of  a  part  of  Dorchester  to  Quincy  was  received,  viz: — That  all 
that  tract  of  land  lying  on  tho  south  side  of  Ncponset  river, 
and  within  tho  old  line  of  the  town  of  Dorchester,  about  eight 
acres,  known  by  the  name  of  Horse  Ilommock  ;  also  a  tract  of 
land  called  "Bayfield,  containing  seventeen  acres,  bo  annexed. 

Votedy  To  allow  the  soldiers  twenty  dollars  per  month,  and 
that  they  be  paid,  and  to  deduut  the  interest  of  one  year  if  paid 
within  two  months  from  this  date. 

October  2d,  1815.  Abstract  of  report  of  committee  on  build- 
ing an  almshouse: — "They  have  given  much  time  and  attention 
to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  have  caused  to  be  completed  a 
firm,  substantial  and  convenient  house,  for  the  permanent  accom- 
modation of  the  poor  of  the  town.  The  estimated  amount  for 
building  the  house  last  May,  as  they  reported  to  the  town,  was 
$2,200,  but  by  economy  in  purchasing  the  materials,  and  judi- 
cious management  in  contracting  the  work,  we  have  been  ena- 
bled to  complete  the  house  for  $1,073.18."  This  house  is  tho 
same  as  now  used  for  the  town's  poor. 

The  Town  Hall,  in  which  was  included  the  Grammar  School 
Room,  was  burnt  down  December  30th,  1815. 

March  4th,  1816.    Tho  committee  on  Town  House  and 
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School  House  made  the  following  report,  to  wit : — "  Your  com- 
mittee are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  be  expedient 
for  the  town  to  cause  to  be  erected  a  building  of  sufficient 
dimensions  to  allow  two  school  rooms  on  the  lower  floor,  the 
second  story  to  be  reserved  and  conveniently  arranged  as  a 
Town  Hall,  for  the  inhabitants  to  meet  in.  Your  committee 
were  also  requested  to  report  on  a  site  for  said  building,  but  not 
having  had  time  to  give  this  point  suitable  consideration,  would 
have  it  referred  to  another  committee,  and  they  be  chosen  by 
ballot."    ThiB  was  agreed  to. 

May  6th,  1816.  The  Committee  on  the  Town  Hall  reported 
as  follows  :— "  That,  for  the  purpose  expressed  in  their  commis-  • 
lion,  it  will  be  expedient  to  erect  a  house  in  dimensions  30  feet 
by  55  feet,  and  20  feet  high,  to  be  completed  agreeable  to  a  plan 
submitted  for  your  consideration.  Your  committee  also  present 
for  investigation  an  estimate  of  expense,  material  and  work,  by 
which  it  appears  that  if  the  house  is  built  according  to  the  re- 
ported plan  of  wood,  it  will  cost  $2,200 ;  if  of  stone,  $3,600. 
Your  committee  was  also  requested  to  point  out  a  site  the  most 
convenient  for  said  building.  To  this  part  of  their  commission 
they  have  given  considerable  time  and  attention ;  the  result  of 
their  inquiries  is  as  follows :  The  only  convenient  place  or  site  is 
a  part  of  Mr.  John  Bricsler's  lot  adjoining  the  burying  ground. 
It  can  bo  bought  for  six  dollars  per  rod,  at  which  price  tho  land 
required  will  cost  about  two  hundred." 

Hon.  Thomas  Greenleaf,  Thomas  B.  Adams,  Benjamin  Page, 
Deacon  Josiah  Adams,  and  Edmund  Billings  were  chosen  a  com- 
mittee, and  directed  and  duly  authorized  to  mark  out,  on  some 
part  of  tho  training  field,  the  most  convenient  site,  in  their 
opinion,  on  which  to  erect,  for  the  accommodation  of  tho  town, 
a  building  for  a  School  Houso  and  a  Town  Hall,  and  that  they 
cause  the  same  to  be  properly  staked  out,  and  give  due  notice  to 
the  building  committee. 

June  24th,  1816.  The  former  vote  on  the  Town  Hall  and 
School  House  was  reconsidered,  and  a  new  committee  chosen  and 
authorized  to  purchase  one  acre  of  land  of  Mr.  John  Bates,  all 
the  front  northerly  on  the  road  leading  to  Bent's  Point,  so-called, 
on  which  to  erect  a  Tow  n         and  School  House,  at  the  price 
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of  three  hundred  dollars  per  acre.-  Deacon  Spear,  Cnpt.  John 
Hall  and  Frederick  Hardwick  were  the  committee  chosen  for 
the  above  purpose,  and  they  were  also  empowered  to  give  their 
obligations  in  behalf  of  the  town  to  Mr.  Bates  for  payment  of 
the  land,  and  take  a  deed  for  the  same. 

July  8th,  1816.  The  town  not  being  satisfied  with  their  pre- 
vious action,  in  choosing  a  committeo  and  authorizing  them  to 
purchase  a  lot  of  Mr.  Bates,  reconsidered  the  vote,  and  chose 
another  committee,  viz :  Mr.  Thomas  Greenleaf,  Noah  Curtis, 
Deacon  Spear,  Edmund  Billings  and  Asa  Pope,  who  were 
authorized  and  requested  to  ascertain  if  there  were  any  other 
lots  that  would  in  their  opinion  afford  a  more  convenient  site  for 
said  building,  with  better  accommodations  for  the  town,  than 
that  purchased  of  Mr.  Bates. 

July  16th,  1816.  The  committee  made  the  following  report  on 
the  Town  House 

"  That  there  are  several  lots  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
training  field,  which  may  now  bo  purchased,  either  of  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committeo,  will  afford  a  more  eligible  site 
for  a  public  building,  and  will  better  accommodate  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town. 

"T^Yrs*,— A  lot  of  Mr.  Briesler's,  adjoining  the  burying  ground, 
which  measures  fifty-five  rods,  five  feet.  The  price  is  six  dollars 
per  rod ;  whole  cost  of  said  piece  of  land,  three  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  dollars. 

"  Second, — A  lot  of  Mr.  Savil's,  adjoining  Mr.  Quincy's  sheds, 
measuring  twenty-one  rods.  Price,  three  hundred  dollars,  about 
fourteen  dollars  per  rod. 

«  Third,— A  lot  of  Deacon  Webb's,  north  of  Mr.  Bun-ell's 
house,  measuring  twenty-five  rods.    Price  per  rod,  eight  dollars. 

"  Fourth, — A  lot  of  Deacon  Adams',  opposite  the  engine 
house,  measuring  twenty  rods,  at  fifteen  dollars  per  rod. 

"Your  committee  are  of  the  unanimous  opinion  that  Mr. 
Briesler's  lot  possesses  tho  greatest  advantages  for  the  town,  and 
is  the  most  eligible  site." 

Tho  above  report  was  accepted,  and  the  same  committee 
was  instructed  to  have  said  Town  House  erected,  and  purchase 
the  land  of  Mr.  Briesler;  also  to  let  the  land  purchased  of  Mr. 
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Bates.  Thus  ended  this  long  and  vexatious  question  of  locating 
the  Town  House,  which  was  as  difficult  and  troublesome  as  is 
the  settling  a  minister  in  some  of  our  churches. 

July  21st,  1817.  The  committee  reported  the  School  House 
and  Town  House  completed,  at  a  cost  of  $2,127.19. 

April  11th,  1818.  ,  Voted,  That  Mr.  Daniel  Hobart  be  author- 
ized and  directed  to  keep  the  boys  in  order  in  the  meeting-house 
on  Sundays. 

April  5th,  1819.    Voted,  To  allow  the  singers  fifty  dollars. 

Voted,  To  add  that  portion  of  the  laud  purchased  of  Mr. 
Bricaler  not  occupied  by  the  new  Town  House  to  the  burying 
ground,  reserving,  on  the  southeast  side  and  southwest  end, 
eighteen  feet,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  tombs. 

November  18th,  1819.  Voted,  That  a  private  way  be  laid  out 
for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  William  Packard,  to  his  quarries  of  stone, 
at  his  own  expense,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  the  same. 

April,  1820.  Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  town  be  present- 
ed to  their  Agent,  for  his  valuable  services  in  assisting  the  town 
petition  for  establishing  Neponset  river  as  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween Dorchester  and  Quincy.  This  was  the  settlement  of  a 
question  that  had  long  beeu  in  controversy,  relieving  the  town 
from  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  expense  in  assessing  and  col- 
lecting taxes. 

April,  1820.  This  is  the  Committee's  report  on  schools: — 
"  The  whole  number  of  scholars  in  both  schools  during  the  last 
winter,  exclusive  of  some  that  were  transient,  was  two  hundred 
and  four,  seventy-nine  of  whom  belonged  to  the  cyphering  school, 
which  was  kept  in  the  smallest  room,  nearly  the  whole  number 
attending.  The  room  was  so  much  crowded  that  the  scholars 
were  obliged  to  wait  one  for  the  other,  for  scats,  notwithstand- 
ing the  muster  gave  up  his  desk,  and  used  every  means  in  his 
power  to  accommodate  them.  The  committee  recommend  the 
enlargement  of  the  room,  which  seems  to  be  needed." 

April  7th,  1823.  Voted,  To  allow  the  singers  ninety  dollars; 
also,  to  see  what  right  individuals  have  to  take  children  to  board 
from  out  of  town,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  them  to  tho  town 
school. 

For  years  it  had  been  a  desirable  object  to  establish  a  more 
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convenient  and  easier  method  of  conveying  stone  from  tho  quar- 
ries to  the  wharves  or  place  of  transportation,  than  by  the  slow, 
tedious  and  extremely  burdensome  system  of  carting  them  by 
cattle;  and  also  to  lessen  the  heavy  expense  which  attended  this 
manner  of  transportation.  No  way  had  as  yet  been  devised  for 
taking  stone  to  the  wharves  but  by  teams,  and,  as  it  could  not 
in  thoso  days  of  poor  roads  and  insufficient  vehicles  be  easily  • 
taken  to  the  water,  a  plan  was  devised  for  bringing  the  water 
nearer  to  the  stone.  Accordingly,  in  tho  spring  and  summer  of 
1824,  a  canal  was  projected  and  begun  by  Mr.  Joshua  Torrey,  an 
enterprising  citizen  of  tho  town.  It  was  intended  it  should  run 
from  the  head  of  the  creek,  cast  of  the  almshouse,  nearly  to  the 
stone  meeting-house,  which  would  economize  a  great  part  of  tho 
carriage  by  land.  It  was  entered  upon  and  pursued  for  a  time 
with  great  spirit.  Tho  town  chose  a  committee  to  investigate 
the  feasibility  of  this  important  project,  who  reported  strongly 
in  its  favor,  but  were  unable  to  afford  it  any  pecuniary  assist- 
ance, and  it  proving  too  expensive,  at  least  for  one  individual, 
the  whole  design  of  this  much  needed  and  commendable  im- 
provement was  finally  abandoned. 

Although  Mr.  Torrey's  commendable  project  proved  a  failure, 
it  seems  to  have  awakened  a  spirit  of  public  enterprise  among 
the  citizens  of  the  town,  as  in  the  spring  of  18*25  they  set  on 
foot  another  plan  for  the  construction  of  a  canal,  which  was  to 
follow  the  stream  called  Town  River,  from  the  tide-mill  up  to 
the  stone  bridge  on  the  Hingham  and  Quiney  Turnpike,  and  by 
dredging  out  tho  old  channel,  so  that  large  sloops  could  easily 
approach  the  spacious  wharves  that  were  to  be  built  for  the 
purpose  of  making  navigation  profitable,  and  make  it  more 
convenient  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  procure  their 
lumber,  grain  and  other  merchandise  at  a  more  reasonable  price. 

A  company  was  incorporated,  under  the  name  of  the  Quiney 
Canal  Corporation,  the  shares  were  readily  sold,  and  its  construc- 
tion was  commenced  with  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm,  and  san- 
guine hopes  of  future  success.  After  considerable  delay,  caused 
by  making  unsatisfactory  contracts,  the  undertaking  was  finally 
completed  in  the  autumn  of  1826,  at  a  cost  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  corporation  continued  in  operation  for  some  time,  with 
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varied  success,  but  filially  proving  unsuccessful,  was  dissolved 
some  years  ago,  at  a  great  loss  to  the  share  holders. 

During  the  construction  of  the  canal,  a  more  important  and 
bolder  enterprise  was  started  for  the  building  of  a  railway  for 
the  transportation  of  stone,  as  in  January,  18'2(>,  a  petition  was 
presented  to  the  Legislature  for  an  act  of  incorporation  to  con- 
struct a  railway  in  Quincy,  from  the  stone  quarries  to  Neponset 
river.    The  following  is  the  form  of  the  petition  : — 

"  The  undersigned  petitioners  represent,  that  it  would  be  of 
great  public  utility  to  establish  a  railway  from  certain  quarries 
in  the  town  of  Quincy  to  the  tide  waters,  for  the  carrying  of 
stone  to  be  used  in  building.  That  your  petitioners  are  disposed 
to  establish  the  same,  or  to  aid  in  effecting  it ;  but  that  it  will 
require  a  voluntary  subscription,  and  employment  of  a  large 
sum  of  money,  and  such  sum  can  only  be  obtained  by  extending 
the  subscription  among  many  persons,  and  that  it  would  greatly 
facilitate  the  enterprise  if  those  who  are  engaged  in  it  should 
act  under  corporate  powers." 

This  petition  was  signed  by  Thomas  Handeyside  Perkins, 
William  Sullivan,  Amos  Lawrence,  Solomon  Willard,  David 
Moody  and  Gridley  13ryant,  all  of  Boston  with  the  exception  of 
Solomon  Willard. 

This,  like  other  great  experiments  of  internal  improvement 
could  not  be  projected  and  carried  on  without  opposition  from 
zealous  and  interested  parties,  who  thought  their  selfish  inter- 
ests should  bo  paramount  to  the  public  good,  as  was  the  case  in 
this  instance. 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Quincy,  as  well  as  individual 
owners  of  quarries,  desired  that  the  railway  should  run  through 
the  town  to  Brackctt's  Wharf  or  the  Point.  This  route  they 
endeavored  to  make  appear  more  fcsisiblc,  as  its  construction 
would  be  attended  with  much  less  cost,  and  would  be  more  fa- 
vorable to  the  interests  of  those  who  were  in  possession  of  valu- 
able quarries  in  the  North  Commons,  where  stone  had  been 
taken  for  years.  They  anticipated  that  this  enterprise  might 
enable  the  railway  company  to  absorb  all  the  business  by  their 
greater  facilities  in  cheapening  tho  transportation  of  stone,  and 
they  would  have  to  give  up  their  business  or  construct  a  railway 
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at  their  own  expense,  which,  with  their  limited  means,  was  too 
great  an  undertaking  for  them  to  accomplish. 

This,  like  all  other  imaginary  troubles,  soon  came  to  an  end. 
Those  who  have  carried  on  the  stone  business  in  the  North 
Commons,  have  been  as  suqeessful  as  those  who  have  transacted 
the  same  business  at  tho  railway. 

Tito  only  official  action  of  tho  town  wo  have  boen  enabled  to 
find,  was,  that  at  a  public  meeting  held  January  25th,  1820,  a 
committee  of  fifteen  of  the  most  influential  citizens  was  chosen 
to  confer  with  the  Legislative  Committee,  and  instructed  to 
favor  or  oppose  this  project,  if  in  their  judgment  it  would  prove 
favorable  or  unfavorable  to  the  interest  of  the  town.  The  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  were  chosen  the  committee,  viz:  Hon.  Thomas 
Greenloaf,  Edward  Miller,  Esq.,  Josiah  Bass,  Isaac  Riddle,  Esq., 
Hon.  Thomas  13.  Adams,  George  W.  Bcale,  Elisha  Marsh,  Noah 
Curtis,  Josiah  Adams,  Josiah  Brigham,  Frederick  Hardwick, 
Daniel  Greenleaf,  John  Souther,  Henry  Wood,  and  Edmund 
Billings. 

The  opposition  to  this  important  object  did  not  seem  to  have 
been  very  successful,  as  an  act  of  incorporation  was  granted 
it  by  the  Legislature,  and  was  approved  on  the  fourth  of  March, 
1826.  The  company,  as  soon  as  sufficient  capital  could  be  pro- 
cured, was  organized  by  making  choice  of  Col.  Thomas  H.  Per- 
kins, President. 

The  railroad  was  built  during  this  year,  but  not  without  much 
delay;  the  estimated  cost  was  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
This  was  tho  first  incorporated  railroad  in  Amorioa.  It  was  not 
until  the  twenty-seventh  of  March,  1827,  that  the  contract  for 
the  transportation  of  stone  was  made.  By  this  contract  the 
company  agreed  to  carry,  during  the  year  1827,  three  thousand 
tons  of  hewn  granite. 

This  great  internal  improvement  grew  out  of  a  project  of 
constructing  a  monument  on  Bunker  Hill,  in  commemoration  * 
of  a  great  historic  battle,  fought  on  this  eminonoe  at  tho  open- 
in''  of  the  American'  Revolution.  The  Monument  Association 
had  purchased  a  quarry  in  Quincy,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
suitable  material  for  the  construction  of  this  monument.  Up  to 
this  time  large  blocks  of  granite  had  not  been  us«d  or  trans- 
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ported.  It  then  became  a  serious  matter  of  consideration  with 
the  Association,  what  method  would  bo  the  most  economical 

• 

and  successful  for  the  carrying  of  stono.  The  committee,  after 
becoming  satisfied  that  the  system  adopted  in  England  for  the 
conveyance  of  heavy  merchandise,  especially  coal  and  iron 
from  the  mines,  by  tramways,  was  successful,  reasonably  con- 
cluded that  if  a  similar  system  was  established  here  it  would 
meet  their  desired  wants.  And  so  it  proved,  by  a  saving  of 
great  expense  to  the  Association. 

At  this  time  the  successful  experiment  of  Blockctt  and 
Stephenson,  in  the  facilitating  of  locomotion  by  tho  application 
of  steam,  was  not  goncrally  known  or  in  use,  and  this  three 
miles  of  railway  to  the  Neponsct  river  was  operated  by  horse- 
power, and  continued  to  be  so  until  it  was  mostly  absorbed  by 
tho  West  Quincy  Branch  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad. 

May  3d,  1841.  Voted,  That  the  paupers  be  allowed  a  tcmpcr- 
•  ate  use  of  ardent  spirits  when  they  work  on  tho  road,  or  farm. 

Ninety-six  voted  in  favor,  and  eighty-six  against.  The  paupers 
also  asked  of  the  town  tho  privilege  to  sell  their  rations. 

February  9tli,  1844.  The  subject  of  establishing  a  railroad 
came  up  at  this  meeting.  A  committee  was  chosen  to  meet  the 
Legislative  Committee,  to  make  the  best  possiblo  arrangement 
they  could,  so  as  to  have  tho  proposed  railroad  between  Boston 
and  Plymouth  pass  through  the  centre  of  the  village  of  Quincy ; 
and  if  they  deemed  it  expedient  to  employ  counsel.  The  follow- 
ing committee  were  chosen  for  the  purpose,  viz :  James  New- 
comb,  George  Clapp,  Daniel  Baxter,  and  William  B.  Duggan. 

As  early  as  1841,  the  question  of  building  a  Town  House  was 
agitated.  March  3d  it  was  voted  to  build  a  new  Town  House 
on  land  of  Daniel  French,  provided  a  suitable  site  could  be  ob- 
tained for  a  thousand  dollars.  From  this  time  to  1844  tho  ques- 
tion was  frequently  brought  before  the  meetings  with  various 
results.  February  9th  of  that  year  the  following  vote  was 
passed : — 

Voted,  To  indefinitely  postpone  the  purchasing  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  Meeting-houso  for  a  Town  Hall.  It  was  then  decided 
to  build  one  on  the  old  site.  A  motion  was  then  mado  that 
when  the  Town  Hall  was  built  it  should  be  constructed  of  stone, 
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which  was  decided  in  the  negative.  A  committee  of  fire  was 
then 'chosen  to  procure  a  suitable  plan  for  a  Town  House,  of 
wood  or  stone,  and  estimates  of  the  same.  The  committee 
chosen  were  as  follows  :  Solomon  Willard,  John  Savil,  Gershom 
Clements,  John  A.  Green  ond  Noah  Curtis.  It  was  recommend- 
ed that  the  Town  House  should  be  eighty-five  feet  long,  includ- 
ing portico,  and  fifty  feet  wido  ;  and  that  it  he  built  of  wood. 

March  5th,  1844.  The  committee  on  the  Town  Hall  reported 
that  the  cost  of  its  construction  of  wood,  including  the  cellar 
and  underpinning,  would  be  $7,587.20.  They  decided  not  to 
build  on  the  old  site  by  the  following  vote :  203  voted  in  favor, 
and  268  against.  A  motion  was  then  made  to  build  it  on  the 
Hancock  lot,  which  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Voted,  That  the  Town  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  purchase 
forthwith  the  land  called  the  Faxon  and  Willett  lots,1  agreeable 
to  a  plan  exhibited  to  the  town  this  day,  and  also  to  choose  a 
building  committee  of  five  persons.  Daniel  Baxter,  Benjamin  • 
Page,  James  Newcomb,  John  Souther,  and  George  Vcazic  were 
chosen  said  committee. 

At  an  adjourned  meeting  tho  committee,  through  the  Town 
Treasurer,  made  a  report  on  purchasing  the  Faxon  and  Willett 
lots,  viz:— "That  in  pursuance  of  the  vote  of  the  town,  your 
committee  proceeded  forthwith  to  examine  the  title  of  the  two 
lots  l>efore  referred  to,  and  found,  partly  by  tradition  and  partly 
by  record,  that  on  one  or  both  of  said  lots  was  erected,  in  the 
early  settlement  of  tho  town,  a  stone  garrison  house,"  to  protect 
the  inhabitants  from  the  inroads  and  attacks  of  the  hostile 
Indians ;  that  at  a  subsequent  date,  in  more  peaceable  times,  the 
garrison  house  was  converted  into  and  used  as  a  church,  which 
church  more  than  a  century  ago  fell  into  decay,  and  another 
church  was  erected  on  the  same  site,  and  in  time  became  disused 
and  deserted." 

As  soon  as  this  report  was  made,  a  motion  was  offered  to  re- 
consider the  vote  to  purchase  these  two  lots,  and  was  successful 

1.  The  Faxon  and  Willett  lots  were  located  on  the  northerly  corner  of  Han- 
cock and  Caual  streets. 

2.  We  have  not  been  able  to  Mud  any  recorded,  or  well  authenticated  tradi- 
tional evidence,  that  a  stone  garrison  house  ever  stood  in  this  locality. 
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by  the  following  vote:  327  for,  281  against  reconsideration. 

April  18th,  1844.  The  town  voted  to  authorize  the  Treasurer 
forthwith  to  purchase  the  lot  of  land  offered  to  them  by  Mr. 
Daniel  French,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  Town  House  upon, 
by  the  following  vote :  326  for,  and  229  against.  To  the  build- 
ing committee  appointed  March  5th  the  following  persons  were 
added,  viz :  Solomon  Willard,  Henry  Wood,  George  W.  Beale, 
William  Torrey,  Abel  Wright,  Thompson  Baxter,  Levi  G.  Fol- 
som,  Ebenezer  Jewett,  Jonathan  Jameson,  John  A.  Simpson. 
They  were  instructed  to  have  the  Town  Hall  completed  by  the 
first  of  November  next. 

Then  voted  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  the  town  had 
voted  to  build  it  of  wood,  and  that  it  be  built  of  stone.  The 
vote  for  reconsideration  was  as  follows :  316  in  favor,  and  223 
against.  Thus  ended  the  long  and  bitter  strife  for  the  selection 
of  a  site  and  the  erection  of  the  present  Town  House.  Mr. 
Thomas  Adams  was  instrumental  in  securing  this  result,  by  his 
untiring  exertions  among  the  workmen  on  stone,  by  promising 
them  that  if  they  would  vote  to  have  the  Town  House  erected 
on  the  site  where  it  now  stands,  it  should  bo  built  of  stone.  By 
this  chicanery  he  was  enabled  to  carry  his  point,  and  change  the 
location  of  the  Town  House  from  its  former  proposed  site  ;  and 
South  Quincy  lost  the  privilege  of  having  this  public  edifice  con- 
structed within  her  limits.  This  contention  left  for  years  a 
bitter  feeling  between  the  Centre  and  South  parts  of  the  town. 

The  cost  of  tho  construction  of  the  stone  Town  IIouso  was 

$19,115.93.    The  following  are  the  principal  items  which  went 

to  make  up  this  cost  :— 

Solomon  Willard,  drawing  plans  and  superintending  building 

five  months,   *  280.00 

J.  B.  Whirhcr  &  Co.,  contract,       -       -  4,2 14.00 

Wright  <fc  Barker,          «...  2,573.00 

Rowland  Owens,           «...  2,375.00 

William  Gardner,          «  2,200.00 

Ebenezer  Jewett,           «...  600.00 

James  B.  Perkins,         «...  4,654.18 

Daniel  French,  land  for  Town  House,     -  1,000.00 

In  1871,  the  Town  House  was  enlarged  by  removing  the  two 
ante-rooms  in  front  of  the  Hall,  each  Ride  of  tho  main  entrance ; 
also  other  alterations  were  made,  at  a  total  expense  of  $0,478.08. 
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This  year,  1844,  the  following  items  made  up  the  amount  of 
School  money 

Appropriated  for  Schools,       -      -      -  $3,100.00 

School  Fund,   139.60 

Income  of  Coddington  Fund,  -      -      -  75.00 

Of  this  sum  six  hundred  dollars  was  divided  equally  between 
the  six  districts,  and  tho  remainder  according  to  the  nnml>cr  of 
children  in  each  district  between  the  ages  of  four  and  sixteen, 
as  ascertained  on  the  1st  of  May. 

Centre  District,  Pupils  269,  Share  of  Money,  $870.27 

South       "         "  240  "            «  787.24 

West        "         "  207  "            «  692.74 

Point        "          "  137  "             "  492.30 

North       "          "  57  "             "  263.23 

East         "          «  38  "             u  208.00 

April  15th,  1845.  James  Ncwcomb,  Joseph  Richards,  and 
George  Ncwcomb  received  a  charter  to  construct  a  railroad  from 
tho  quarries  to  Quincy  Point,  the  number  of  shares  not  to  exceed 
eight  hundred.  Not  being  able  to  procure  sufficient  capital  for 
this  much  needed  enterprise,  it  never  was  carried  into  operation. 
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"  With  thy  rude  ploughshare,  Death,  turn  up  the  so<l, 
And  spread  tho  furrow  for  the  seed  wo  sow ; 
This  is  the  field  and  acre  of  our  God ; 
This  is  the  placo  whero  humaii  harvests  growl "— Lonofrluw. 

We  havo  not  been  able  to  find  by  the  Town  Records  any 
mention  made  as  to  what  time  the  old  cemetery  on  Hancock 
street  was  established.  It,  however,  must  have  been  as  early  as 
the  first  settlement  of  the  town,  as  we  find  by  the  epitaphs  on 
the  grave-stones  that  it  was  here  that  most  of  the  original  settlers 
were  buried.  Still  all  the  dead  were  not  deposited  here,  as  it 
was  then  the  ciiBtom  for  many  people  to  inter  the  departed  on 
their  own  farms  or  lands. 

In  these  early  days,  the  austerity  of  the  religious  views  of  the 
Pilgrims  appears  to  have  imbued  the  people  with  tho  same 
gloomy  ideas  in  the  management  and  selection  of  their  grave- 
yards. These  were  generally  on  some  barren  plain,  selected 
more  fur  convenience  than  for  adaptability,  and  cleared  of  its 
trees  and  shrubs,  where  the  last  resting-place  of  the  dead  pre- 
sented a  repulsive  and  desolate  aspect,  by  being  covered  with 
obnoxious  weeds  and  overgrown  grasses.  They  never  beautified 
their  graves  with  flowers,  shrubs  and  trees,  both  native  and 
exotic;  considering  the  unadorned  ground  a  more  appropriate 
resting-place  for  departed  and  loved  friends. 

The  refinement  of  modern  times,  in  adorning  cemeteries  with 
all  that  is  beautiful  in  nature  and  art,  is  a  renewal  of  ancient 
customs,  improved  by  the  advancement  of  civilization  in  con- 
formiug  with  the  more  congenial  feelings  of  tho  human  heart. 
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The  old  Hebrews  chose  some  secluded  and  remote  place  for 
the  interment  of  their  dead,  "with  all  the  trees  thereon,  and  the 
borders  round  about."  Tho  Romans  buried  their  dead  beside 
the  Appian  Way,  one  of  their  public  thoroughfares,  along  tire 
sides  of  which  were  erected  sculptured  monuments  of  their 
illustrious  dead.  These  were  not  reared  in  common  and  neglect- 
ed wastes,  but  amid  luxuriant  foliage  of  trees  and  shrubs. 
"  Stop,  traveller  ;  and  givo  a  passing  thought  to  the  memory  of 
departed  heroes,"  was  often  found  inscribed  on  these  Roman 
monuments. 

Even  the  Mohammedans  took  their  dead  beyond  the  cities  and 
villages  to  the  place  of  sepulture,  and  commonly  planted  a 
cypress  tree  over  the  graves  of  their  friends,  which  has  reared 
those  solemn  cypress  groves  along  the  Asiatic  shores  of  the 
llosphorus.  "  In  Switzerland  the  little  burial  places  of  the  Al- 
pine villages  were  made  beautiful  by  the  unaffected  love  of  those 
who  planted  flowers  upon  the  graves  of  the  departed,  or  hung 
garlands  upon  the  simple  crosses,"  as  affection's  offering  for 
loved  ones  passed  away. 

The  customs  and  method  of  conducting  burials  by  the  early 
Puritans  must  have  been  repugnant  to  all  the  natural  and  rever- 
ential feelings  of  humanity  towards  departed  kindred  and 
friends.  Leehford,  in  his  "  Plain  Dealings,"  a  writer  of  that 
day,  relates  that  no  prayers,  sermons  or  singing  were  allowed  at 
the  house  or  the  grave,  in  respect  to  the  living  or  dead.1 

1.  "Concerning  burials,  this  they  Kay:  All  prayers,  either  over  or  for  tho 
dead,  nro  nut  only  Mii]ior»litioiuj  and  vain,  hut  uIho  uro  hlululry,  ami  ogaiu»t 
the  plain  Scriptures  qf  God.  •  •  •  Mourning  in  black  garments;  for  the 
dead,  if  it  be  not  hypocritical,  yet  it  is  superstitious  aud  heathenish.  Funeral 
sermons  they  also  utterly  condemn,  because  they  are  put  in  the  place  of  trenUdt, 
and  many  other  superstitious  abuses  follow  thereby.  To  bo  brief,  •  •  tho 
Nonconformists  will  have  the  dead  to  bo  buried  in  this  sort,  (holding  no  other 
way  lawful,)  namely,  that  it  be  conveyed  to  tho  place  of  burial,  with  some  hon- 
est company  of  the  church,  without  either  singing  or  reading;  yea,  without  all 
kind  of  ceremony  heretofore  used,  other  than  that  tho  dead  bo  committed  to  tlie 
grave  with  such  gravity  and  sobriety  as  those  that  be  present  may  seem  to  fear 
the  judgment*  of  Qod,  and  to  hate  sin,  which  is  the  cause  of  death.  And  thus 
do  the  best  and  right-reformed  churches  bury  their  dead,  without  any  ceremo- 
nies of  praying  or  preaching  at  them."— J.  Canne's  Necessitie  of  Separation 
(1034.)  Haus.  Knolly'a  Soo.  Ed.,  p.  112-113.  Comp.  Mather's  Ratio  Disci- 
pline, 117. 
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Mr.  Trumbull,  in  his  note  to  Lechford,  assigns  as  the  reason 
for  this  custom  that  funeral  sermons  and  prayers  would  bo 
Popish,  and  encourage  the  superstitious  customs  of  the  Catholic 
church. 

It  was  not  until  1G85,  as  far  as  wo  arc  able  to  learn,  that 
prayer  was  first  made  at  a  funeral  in  Massachusetts.1 

The  oldest  head-stone  in  the  old  cemetery  is  to  be  found  at 
the  grave  of  the  first  minister,  Mr.  William  Tompson,  bearing 
date  December  10th,  1CC6. 

Most  probably  the  first  tomb  constructed  in  this  old  ground 
was  that  of  Leonard  Hoar,  M.  D.,*  the  third  President  of  Har- 
vard College,  in  1G75.  The  inscription  on  this  tomb  was  renewed 
a  few  years  since  by  one  of  his  worthy  descendants. 

1.  "  The  first  instance,  as  far  as  is  known,  of  prayer  at  a  funeral  in  Massa- 
chusetts, was  at  the  burial  of  Rev.  William  Adams  of  Ho x bury,  August  19th, 
lfi85,  when,  as  Judge  Sewall  noted  in  his  diary,  Mr.  Wilson,  minister  of  Med- 
fiold,  prnyod  with  tho  company  bofore  thoy  went  to  tho  gravo."— Palfrey's  Hist 
of  N.  E.,  Vol.  III.,  p.  4!0,  Note  1. 

2.  "After  the  death  of  Mr.  Chauncey,  which  was  at  tho  latter  end  of  tho  year 
1701,*  the  Alma  Mater  Academia  must  look  among  her  own  sons,  to  find  a  Pres- 
ident for  tho  rest  of  her  children  ;  and,  accordingly,  the  Fellows  of  the  Oolledgo, 
with  tho  approbation  of  the  overseers,  July  13th,  1G72,  elected  Mr.  Leonard 
Hoar  unto  that  office,  whereto,  on  the  10th  of  September  following,  he  was 

"This  gentleman,  after  his  education  in  Harvard  Collodge,  travollod  over 
into  England,  where  he  was  not  only  a  preacher  of  tho  gospol  in  divers  places, 
but  also  received  from  the  University  in  Cambridge  the  degree  of  a  Doctor  of 
Physick.  The  Doctor,  upon  some  invitations  relating  to  a  settlement  in  the  pas- 
toral charge  with  the  South  Church  at  Huston,  returned  into  New-England, 
having  first  married  a  virtuous  daughter  of  the  Lord  Lislo,  a  great  example  of 
piety  and  patience,  who  now  cross' d  tho  Atlantick  with  him;  and  quickly  after 
his  arrival  here,  his  invitatiou  to  preside  over  tho  Colledge  at  Cambridge  super- 
seded those  from  tho  church  in  Boston.  Were  he  considered  either  as  a  scholar 
or  an  a  Christian,  ho  was  truly  a  worthy  man,  and  ho  was  generally  reputed 
such,  until  happening,  I  can  scarce  tell  how,  to  fall  under  the  displeasure  of 
some  that  made  a  figure  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  young  men  in  the  Colledge 
took  advantage  therefrom,  to  ruine  his  reputation  as  far  as  they  were  able.  He 
then  found  the  Rectorship  of  a  Colledge  to  be  as  troublesome  a  thing  as  ever 
Antigonns  did  his  robe,  and  he  could  subscribe  to  Mclchior  Adams'  account  of 
it:  '  Seeptrum  Mud  scholasticum,  plus  habet  solicitudinis  quam  pulchritudinis, 
plus  curat  quam  aurit  plus  impedimenti  quam  anjenti.'  (Translation,— Tho 
academic  sceptre  is  more  fruitful  of  auxioly  tbau  of  pleasure,  brings  more  care 
than  cash,  more  emborrassmout  than  remuneration. )  Tho  young  plants  turuod 
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The  second  tomb  built,  wo  think,  was  that  of  Edmund  Quincy, 
in  1699.  In  Fairfield's  Diary  we  find  the  following  account  of 
Mr.  Quincy's  burial : — 

"January  10th,  1697-8.  Helped  dig  Mr.  Quincy's  grave. 
Frost  is  one  and  near  two  feet  thick." 

"January  11th.  Made  an  end  of  digging,  bricked  the  grave. 
Weather  warm." 

"  September  16th,  1699.  I  carted  stone  for  Mr.  Quincy's  tomb." 

The  old  Ministerial  Tomb  was  erected  by  the  Rev.  Moses 
Fisk,  the  third  minister  of  the  First  Church,  in  which  he  and 
his  two  wives  were  buried.  After  his  death  this  tomb  was 
selected  as  the  ministerial  sepulchre,  in  which  all  the  ministers 
of  the  First  Church  who  have  died  here  have  been  interred, 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Tompson  and  Mr.  Flint.  Over  the 
grave  of  the  latter  was  placed  a  large  flat  stone,  as  was  then 
the  custom,  to  prevent  the  wild  beasts  from  removing  the  re- 
mains of  the  dead  from  their  last  resting-place.  Not  long  before 
the  decoase  of  the  Rev.  Peter  Whitney,  the  monument  over  the 
tomb  was  renewed  by  the  ladies  of  Quinoy  with  granite,  and 
the  freestone  tablet  that  surmounted  it  was  preserved. 

It  is  somewhat  a  wonder  that  any  of  the  old  grave-stones 
were  left  as  the  only  mementoes  of  the  mouldering  relics  of  the 
first  settlers  of  the  town,  as  this  old  cemetery  was  uninclosed 

cud-weeds,  and,  with  great  violations  of  the  fifth  commandment,  set  themselves 
to  traveatie  whatever  he  did  and  said,  and  aggravated  overy  thing  in  hit  bo- 
haviour  disagreeable  to  thorn,  with  a  design  to  make  him  odious;  and  in  a  duy 
of  temptation,  which  was  now  upon  them,  several  very  yood  men  «lid  unhappily 
countenance  the  ungoverned  youths  in  their  ungovernableness.  Things  wore  at 
length  driven  to  such  a  pass  that  the  students  deserted  the  Colledge,  and  the 
Doctor,  on  March  15th,  1(175,  resigned  his  Presidentship.  But  tho  /,.«,•</  and  ill 
usage  which  ho  met  withal  made  so  deep  an  impressiou  upon  his  mind  that  his 
griof  threw  him  into  a  consumption,  whereof  he  dyed  November  28th,  the  win- 
ter following,  iu  Boston;  and  he  lies  now  iuterr'd  at  Hraiutrcc,  where  he  might 
properly  onough  have  this  Jino  inscribed  over  him  for  his  Epifapk:  ihdus  cctvri 
tmiciua  Afrioo.  (Translation,— 1  lis  mast*  all  splintered  by  tho  driving  galo.")- 
Mathcr-s  Magualia,  Sec.  Am.  Ed.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  14. 

•This  date  is  evideutly  a  mistake,  as  Mr.  Chauncoy  was  inducted  into  the 
oftlce  as  President  of  Harvard  College  in  1(154,  and  died  in  oflice  February  I  Mil, 
1072,  but  we  havo  giveu  U  as  we  have  found  it  in  the  Second  American  Edition 
of  the  Magnalia. 
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and  used  as  a  pasture  for  cattle.  For  nearly  two  centuries  this 
sacrilege  of  permitting  cattle  to  roam  about  this  depository  of 
the  dead,  obliterating  epitaphs  by  destroying  tomb-stones,  was 
allowed,  until,  to  the  honor  of  a  few  public-spirited  citizens  of 
the  town,  in  1808,  viz:  Peter  B.  Adams,  John  Adams,  Josiah 
Quincy,  Benjamin  Bcale,  Moses  Black,  James  Brackett  and 
sons,  Ebonezcr  Adams,  Josiah  Bass,  Samuel  Savil,  Josiah  Ad- 
ams, Peter  Brackett,  and  John  Hall,  procured  by  voluntary 
subscription  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  with  which  they 
purchased  the  right  of  herbage  and  pasturage  in  this  cemetery 
of  Kbenczer  Vescy,  Mottram  Vcscy  and  Mary  Vcsey. 

As  mentioned  in  the  Chapter  of  Annals,  at  a  town  meeting  in 
1809,  a  deed  was  presented  to  the  citizens  of  Quincy,  giving 
them  absolute  control  over  this  cometery,  on  the  following  con- 
ditions 

"  Provided,  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  shall  never 
hereafter  allow  the  said  burial  ground  to  be  used  as  a  pasture, 
or  any  horse,  or  cattle  of  any  description,  to  run, at  large  therein, 
and  that  it  shall  at  all  times  cause  a  fence  to  bo  maintained 
around  the  said  burial  ground,  sufficient  to  exclude  all  cattle 
therefrom ;  and  that  no  trees  shall  be  permitted  to  grow  within 
the  said  ground." 

April  4,  1842.  Voted,  To  enlarge  the  cemetery,  by  purchas- 
ing a  piece  of  land  adjoining  it  of  Deacon  Samuel  Savil,  for 
eight  hundred  dollars.  This  land„not  proving  a  suitablo  tract 
for  burial  purposes,  the  town  sold  a  portion  of  it  to  the  Old 
Colony  Railroad  Company. 

By  a  vote  of  the  town  April  1st,  1844,  about  one-half  an  acre 
of  land,  in  the  southerly  part  of  the  cemetery,  was  annexed. 
This  piece  of  vacant  land,  added  to  the  old  burial  ground,  was 
where  the  old  Town  House  formerly  stood. 

This  year  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lunt  and  the  ladies  of  the  Unitarian 
Society  held  a  fair,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  for  the  purpose 
of  adorning  and  constructing  a  more  suitable  inclosure  around 
the  ground.  The  present  appropriate  iron  fence  was  built  from 
the  receipts  of  this  fair. 

April  7th,  1845.  The  Selectmen  were  instructed  to  extend 
the  wall  on  the  north  side  of  the  burial  ground. 
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Burials  in  this  old  ground  are  still  continued,  by  some  of  the 
older  families. 

IN8CIUPTI0N8  IN  HANCOCK  CEMETERY. 

1G66.  Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  William 
Tompson,  the  first  pastor  of  Braintrey  Church,  who  deceased 
December  10,  1666.    jEtatis  sitae,  68. 

"  IIo  was  a  learned,  .soli. I ,  sound  il i  vino, 
Whose  name  and  fame  in  both  Englanda  did  shine." 

And  by  his  side  lies  Mrs.  Ann  Tompson,  his  wife,  deceased 
October  yo  11,  1675.    Aged  68  years. 

1668.  [A  stone  in  the  form  of  a  monument  lies  over  the-  re- 
mains of  Mr.  Flint  and  his  wife,  with  another  at  the  head,  on 
which  is  the  following  inscription :]  Here  lies  interred  tho  lwdy 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Henry  Flint,  who  came  to  New  England  in  tho 
year  1635,  was  ordained  the  first  teacher  of  the  Church  of  Brain- 
trey 1639,  and  Died  April  27,  1668.  He  had  the  character  of  a 
gentleman  remarkable  for  his  piety,  learning,  wisdom,  and  fidel- 
ity in  his  office. 

By  him,  [on  his  right  hand,]  lies  the  Body  of  Margery,  his 
beloved  consort,  who  died  March,  1686-7.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Hoar.  She  was  a  gentlewoman  of  piety,  prudence,  and  pe- 
culiarly accomplished  for  instructing  young  gentlewomen,  many 
being  sent  to  her  from  other  towns,  especially  from  Boston. 
They  descended  from  ancient  and  good  families  in  England. 

1708.  [Rev.  Mr.  Moses  Fiske  was  the  third  minister  of  tho 
First  Church,  Braintrcc.  On  his  tombstone  is  this  inscription  :] 
Here  rests  the  body  of  Rev.  Mr.  Moses  Fiske,  Deceased  Aug. 
10th,  1708,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age  and  36th  of  his  ministry. 

Braintree!  Thy  prophet's  gone,  this  tomb  inters 

The  Rev.  Moses  Fiske,  his  sacred  herse. 

Adore  heaven's  praisefnl  art  that  formed  the  man, 

Who  souls  not  to  himself,  but  Christ  oft  won: 

Bail'd  through  tho  straits  with  Peter's  family, 

Kenown'd  and  Gains'  hospitality, 

Paul's  patience,  James'  prudence,  John's  swoet  love, 

Is  landed,  enter'd,  cloar'd,  and  crown'd  above. 

By  his  side  Mrs.  Sarah,  wife  of  Mr.  Moses  Fiske,  Deceased  2 
December,  1692  ;  also  Mrs.  Ann,  wife  of  Mr.  Moses  Fiske,  died 
July  24tb,  1708. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CEMETERIES. 


117 


1726.  [On  the  same  tomb-stone  are  the  following  inscrip- 
tions:] Here  Rests  the  remains  of  Rev.  Joseph  Marsh,  4th 
minister  of  the  1st  Congregational  Church  in  this  town.  De- 
ceased March  8th,  1725-6 ;  41  year  of  his  age,  and  17th  of  his 
ministry. 

1744.  Here  Rests  Rev.  John  Hancock,  5th  minister  of  the 
1st  Congregational  Church  in  this  town,  and  Father  of  John 
Hancock  the  Patriot  Deceased  May  7th,  1744,  in  42  year  of 
his  age,  and  18  of  his  ministry. 

1800.  Rev.  Mr.  Anthony  Wibird,  7  minister  of  the  1  Congre- 
gational ^Church  in  this  town.  Decerned  June  4,  1800,  4Gth  of 
his  ministry,  aged  72. 

1801.  Here  Rests  the  Remains  of  Norton  Quincy,  Esq.  De- 
ceased Sept.  29,  1801,  JEtatia  84  Tears,  11  months,  2  days. 

1843.  Rev.  Peter  Whitney,  the  eighth  minister  of  the  1st 
Congregational  Church  in  this  town.  Deceased  March  3d,  1843, 
in  the  74  Year  of  his  age,  and  44  of  his  ministry. 

And  Mrs.  Jane  his  wife.  Deceased  Nov.  11,  1832,  in  57  year 
of  her  age. 

Abby  Warren,  Daughter  of  Rev.  William  I'.  Lunt  Deceased 
Sept.  12,  1841,  JE  15  mos.,  4  days. 

167  ™.  Judith  Rcyner,  Daughter  to  Edmund  and  Joanna 
Quincy.  Relic  of  the  Reverend  John  Reyncr,  late  minister  of 
Dover,  aged  23  Years.    Deceased  March  8,  167™. 

1G88.  Henry  Neal,  aged  71  years.  Died  October  16th,  1688. 
The  father  of  21  children. 

1737.  Here  lyes  buried  the  Body  of  Capt.  Lieut.  Joseph  Neal. 
He  died  23d  of  December,  1737,  in  yo  78  year  of  his  age. 

1746.  nero  lyes  buried  y«  Body  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Neal,  who 
Died  Juno  12Ui,  1746,  in  78  year  of  his  age. 

1747.  Here  lyes  buried  y©  Body  of  Mary  Neal,  widow  of 
Capt.  Lieut.  Joseph  Neal.   Died  April  18,  1747,  aged  83  years. 

1747.  Here  lyes  y®  Body  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Neal,  who  died 
December  5,  1747,  in  ye  54  year  of  his  age. 

1730.  Here  lies  y«  Body  of  Mrs.  Mehetable  Neal,  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Benj.  Neal.  She  died  Sept.  16,  1730,  in  the  29  year  of  her 
age. 


Digitized  by  Google 


118 


CEMETERIES. 


1679.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Tompson,  late  wife  of  Mr. 
Samuel  Tompson,  aged  43  years.    Deceased  Jan.  15,  1C79. 

1695.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Tompson,  who  was  Deacon 
of  Braintry  Church,  aged  64  years.    Deceased  June  18,  1695. 

1706.  Here  lyes  buried  ye  Body  of  Elizabeth  Tompson,  wife 
of  Deacon  Samuel  Tompson  of  Braintry,  aged  69  years.  Died 
Nov.  5,  1706. 

1713.  Sarah  Tompson,  Daughter  of  Hannah  Tompson,  Died 
October  1713,  in  ye  12  year  of  her  age. 

1680.  Here  lyes  buried  the  Body  of  Grace,  the  late  wife 
of  John  French,  aged  59  years.  Deceased  Fcbuary  yo  28,  in 
ye  year  1680. 

1681.  Here  lyes  buried  ye  Body  of  Mr.  William  Vcazay,  aged 
65.    Died  yo  16  Juno,  1681. 

1683.  Here  lyeth  buried  yo  Body  of  Roger  Billings,  senior, 
aged  65  years.   Departed  this  life  ye  15  day  of  November,  1683. 

1684.  Here  lyeth  ye  Body  of  Sarah  Hayward,  aged  4  years. 
Died  June  ye  23,  1684. 

1690.  Hero  lyeth  ye  Body  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Hayward,  aged 
49  years.    Died  November  yo  21,  1690. 

1734.  Here  lyeth  yo  Body  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Hayward,  son 
to  Mr.  Jonathan  Hayward,  who  died  Septeml>er  12,  aged  40 
years,  1734. 

1745.  Here  lyeth  ye  Body  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Hayward,  wife  to 
Jonathan  Hayward,  Deceased  June  22,  1745,  29  year  of  her  age. 

108S.  In  memory  of  Thankful,  Daughter  of  William  and 
Ann  Rawson,  Born  in  Dorchester  Aug.  6,  1688,  and  Dyed 
August  21,  1688. 

1692.  In  memory  of  Ebenczcr,  son  of  William  and  Ann 
Rawson,  aged  four  months,  Deceased  28  August,  1692. 

1690.  Here  lyeth  buried  y°  body  of  Capt.  Richard  Brackctt, 
Deacon,  aged  80  years.    Deceased  March  5,  1(590. 

1690.  Here  lyeth  y°  Body  of  Joseph,  the  son  to  Joseph,  and 
Waiting  Peimiman,  who  was  borne  in  the  year  1670,  and  De- 
ceased 1690. 

1690-1.    Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Lieutenant  Robert  Twelves, 
Deceased  March  2,  1690-1,  aged  80  years. 
The  memory  of  the  Just  is  Blessed. 
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1695.  Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Mr.  Joseph  Crosby,  who  Died 
November  2G,  1G95,  aged  56  years. 

Dedicated 

To  the  memory  of  Joseph  Adams,  senidflt  who  died  December 
fi,  1694,  aged  68. 

And  his  wife,  whose  first  name  was  Baxter,  who  died  Aug.  27, 
1692,  aged  58.   This  tomb  Erected  by  a  great-grandson  iu  1817. 

In  memory  of  Henry  Adams,  who  took  his  flight  from  the 
Dragon  persecution  in  Devonshire,  in  England,  and  alighted  with 
eight  sons  near  Mount  Wolbuston.  One  of  the  sons  returned  to 
England,  and,  after  taking  time  to  explore  the  country,  four 
moved  to  Medficld  and  the  neighboring  towns ;  two  to  Chelms- 
ford ;  one  only,  Joseph,  who  lies  here  at  his  left  hand,  remained, 
who  was  an  original  Proprietor  in  the  township  of  Braintrcc, 
incorporated  in  the  year  1639. 

■  This  stoue  and  several  others  have  been  placed  in  this  yard 
a  great-great-grandson,  from  a  veneration  of  the  Piety,  humil- 
ity, simplicity,  prudence,  patience,  temperance,  frugality,  indus- 
try and  perseverance,  of  his  Ancestors,  in  hopes  of  Recom- 
mending an  imitation  of  their  virtues  to  their  posterity. 

In  memory  of  Joseph  Adams,  son  of  Joseph  Adams  senior, 
and  grandson  of  Henry  and  of  Hannah  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Bass,  and  daughter  of  Thomas  Bass  and  Ruth  Aldcn, 
parents  of  John  Adams,  and  grandparents  of  the  Lawyer  John 
Adams. 

Erected  December,  1823. 

1736.  Here  lyes  yo  Body  of  Mr.  Joseph  Adams,  who  died 
Feb.  12,  1736,  aged  84  years. 

1739.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Adams,  widow  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Adams,  who  died  Feb.  14,  1739,  aged  71,  ye;irs. 

1751.  Here  lies  interred  the  remains  of  Mr.  Samuel  Adams 
who  deceased  17th  of  July  A.  D.  1751,  in  the  57  year  of  his  age. 

The  memory  of  the  just  is  Blessed. 

1761.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Boylston  Adams,  who  died  Decem- 
ber 1761,  nged  76  years. 

1777.  In  memory  of  Sarah  Adams,  wife  of  Samuel  Adams, 
who  died  June  23,  1777,  iu  the  80  year  of  her  age. 
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17C9.  Here  lies  ye  Body  of  Mr.  Micajah  Adams,  who  Died 
June  18th,  1769,  aged  77  years. 

1778.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Moses  Adams,  who  died  October  9, 
1778,  in  the  40  year  of  his  age. 

]™.    Sacred  to  th#  memory  of  John  Adams,  who  died  May 

25,  A.  D.  1701,  aged  70  years.  And  of  Susanna,  his  Consort, 
Horn  Boylston,  who  Died  April  17,  A.  D.  1707,  aged  88. 

The  sweet  remembrance  of  the  just, 
Should  flourish  wheo  they  sleep  in  dust. 

1099.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Lawrence  Copeland,  who  Died  Dec. 
30,  1699,  100  years  old. 

1675.  [This  monument  is  erected  over  the  remains  of  the 
learned  Leonard  Hoar,  M.  D.,  the  third  president  of  Harvard 
College.  Tho  following  curious  inscription  is  on  this  tomb,  but 
hard  to  identify,  such  have  been  the  ravages  of  time :] 

Epitaph  wrote  for  the  Tomb  of  ^ 

Leonard  Hoar  Doctour  of 
Phisicke  who  departed  this  life 
In  Boston  the  28  November, 
Was  interred  here  the  6  December 
And  was  aged  45  years, 
Anno  Dom,  1075. 

Throo  precious  friends  under  this  toinbstono  lio 

ruttoru  to  aged,  youth,  and  infancy, 

A  great  mother,  her  learned  son,  with  child, 

Tho  first  and  least  went  freo,  he  was  exil'd. 

In  lovo  to  Christ,  this  Country,  ami  ileur  friends, 

lie  left  his  owu,  croes'd  seas,  and  for  amends 

Was  here  extoll'd,  envy'd,  all  in  a  breath, 

His  noble  consort  leaves,  is  drawn  to  death. 

Strange  changes  may  befall  us  ere  we  die, 

Hlest  they  who  well  arrivo  eternity. 

God  grant  some  names,  O  thou  New  England's  frioud, 

Don't  sooner  fodo  than  thine,  if  times  dou't  moml. 

1723.  Died  in  Boston,  May  25,  1723,  Dame  Bridget  Usher, 
formerly  wife  of  Dr.  Leonard  Hoar.  Was  brought  hither  from 
Boston,  and  interred  in  the  same  grave,  May  30,  1723,  according 
to  her  desire. 
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1692.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Francis  Newcotnh,  who  Died  May 
27, 1692,  aged  100  years. 

1680.  Here  Lyeth  Burried  ye  Body  of  Mrs.  Joanna  Quincy, 
y«  wife  of  Mr.  Edmund  Quincy,  aged  55  years.  Died  16th  of 
May,  1680. 

1775.  [In  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  tomb  where  lies 
interred  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  is  a  marble  monument,  surmounted 
with  an  urn,  and  upon  its  cast  side  is  inscribed  the  following 
epitaph,  written  by  John  Quincy  Adams  :] 

Sacred 
To  the  memory 
of 

Josiah  Quincy,  Jun., 
Late  of  Boston,  Barrister  at  law, 
Youngest  son  of  Josiah  Quincy,  Late  of  this  town,  Esquire. 
Brilliant  talents,  uncommon  eloquence,  <fe  indefatigable  application 
Raised  him  to  the  highest  eminence  in  his  profession. 
His  early  enlightened,  inflexible  attachment  to 
The  cause  of  his  country, 
Is  attested  by  monuments  more  durable  than  this, 
And  transmitted  to  posterity 
By  well-known  productions  of  his  Genius. 
He  was  Born  the  23d  Feb.,  1744, 
And  died  the  26th  April,  1775. 
His  mortal  remains  aro  here  deposited, 

With  those  of  Abigail  his  Wife, 
Daughter  of  William  Phillips,  Esquire, 
Born  14th  April,  1745. 
Died  25th  March,  1798. 

Stranger, 

In  contemplating  this  monument  as  the  frail  tribute  of  filial 

gratitude  and  affection, 

Glows  thy  bold  breast  with  patriotic  flame? 
Let  his  example  point  the  paths  of  fame; 
Or  seeks  thy  heart,  averse  from  public  strife, 
The  milder  graces  of  domestic  life; 
Her  kindred  virtues  lot  thy  soul  revere, 
And  o'er  the  best  of  inothors  drop  a  tear. 

17 
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[On  the  north  gidc  of  the  same  monument  can  bo  seen  the 
following  inscription :] 

Jonah  Quincy,  Jun., 
Worn  23d  of  February,  1744, 
Died  2Gth  of  April,  1775. 
And 
Abigail  Quincy, 
His  Wife, 
Born  14th  of  April,  1745, 
Died  25th  of  March,  1798. 

To 

There  united  and  beloved 

Memory 
This  Monument  is  erected, 

By 

Their  only  surviving  child. 

1705.  Here  lyeth  yo  Body  of  Deacon  Joseph  Penniman, 
aged  05  years.    Deceased  November  y°  5,  1705. 

1718.  Hero,  lyes  ye  Body  of  Mr.  Moses  Penniman,  aged 
about  42  years,  Died  July  29,  1718. 

1690.  Here  lyeth  Buried  ye  Body  of  Capt.  Richard  Brackctt, 
Deacon,  aged  80  years.    Deceased  March  5,  1090. 

1718.  Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Mr.  James  Brackctt,  who  Died 
yo  8  day  of  April,  1718,  in  ye  73  year  of  his  nge. 

[The  following  six  individuals  are  buried  in  the  Brackctt 
family  tomb :] 

1713.    Nathaniel  Brackctt,  who  died  1713,  aged  CO  years. 
1781.    Mr.  James  Brackctt,  his  son,  who  died  1781,  aged  72 
years. 

1791.  Mr.  Ebenczer  Brackctt,  son  of  said  James  Brackctt, 
who  died  1791,  aged  43  years. 

1794.    Dr.  Kboitoxor  Brackctt,  who  died  1794,  aged  21  years. 

1797.    Samuel  E.  Brackctt,  who  died  1797,  aged  19  years. 

1802.  Mrs.  Betsey  Brackett,  Wife  of  Mr.  Charles  Brackctt, 
who  died  1802,  aged  25  years. 

This  tomb  repaired  by  Mr.  Lemuel  Biackelt,  1814. 
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1785.  In  memory  of  Miss  Sarah  Brackett,  third  daughter  of 
Mr.  James  and  Mary  Brackett. 

Her  death  was  from  fever. 
Died  Oct.  31,  1785.    JEt.  18  Years. 

1786.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Brackctt,  and  daughter  of 
Mr.  John  Spear,  Consort  of  Mr.  James  Brackctt.  She  died  Con- 
sumptive, July  10,  1780,  in  the  48  year  of  her  age. 

The  mother  of  10  Children. 

1789.  Mrs.  Polly  Odiorne,  Wife  of  Mr.  George  Odiorne,  of 
Boston,  and  eldest  Daughter  of  Mr.  James  and  Mary  Brackctt. 
Died  July  15,  17H9,  in  the  37th  year  of  her  age. 

1090.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  Stephen  Pain,  aged 
38  years.    Deceased  y«  24th  of  May,  1690. 

1743.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Mary,  Wife  of  Deacou  Moses 
Pain,  aged  78,  who  died  July  yo  4,  1743. 

1746.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Deacon  Moses  Pain,  who  died 
June  the  22,  1746,  87  year  of  his  age. 

1690-1.  Here  lyes  yo  Body  of  Deborah,  yo  Daughter  of  Ed- 
mund and  Sarah  Sheffield,  aged  23  years.  Died  January  yo  18th, 
1690-1. 

1692.  Stephen  Cleverly,  aged  19  years.  Died  March 
yo  10th,  1692. 

1694.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Sarah,  yo  wife  of  Mr.  John 
Cleverly,  aged  54  years.    Deceased  October  yo  25,  1694. 

1763.  Here  lyes  Buried  yo  Body  of  Lieut.  John  Cleverly, 
aged  68  Years.    Departed  His  life  May  the  5, 1763. 

1786.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Cleverly,  who  died  April  27, 
1786,  in  the  50  year  of  her  age. 

1806.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Stephen  Cleverly,  Deceased  June 
16th,  1806,  aged  75  years. 

1708.  Stephen,  Son  of  Mr.  John  and  Mary  Marshall,  aged  2 
years.    Died  September  2,  1708. 

1704.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Elizabeth  Ilobart,  Wife  to  Mr. 
Caleb  Ilobart,  aged  71  years.    Died  August  yo  9,  1704. 

1711.  Here  lyes  the  Body  of  Mr.  Caleb  Ilobart,  agod  about 
89  years.    Died  September  yo  24,  1711. 

1713.  Here  lyes  Buried  the  Body  of  Joshua  Ilobart,  aged 
about  74  years.    Died  December  y«  28,  1713. 
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1704.  Here  lyes  tho  Body  of  Sarah,  Daughter  to  Mr.  Daniel 
and  Mary  Willard,  aged  about  16  months.  Died  August 
yo  81,  1704. 

1711.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Saunders,1  who  died  March 
the  9th,  1711,  at  12  O'Clock  A.  M.,  in  a  good  old  age. 

1816.  Susanna  Saunders,  youngest  Daughter  of  Mr.  William 
and  Ann  Saunders,  Who  Died  May  19th,  1810,  aged  20  years. 

1822.  In  memory  of  Miss  Elisabeth  Saunders,  Daughter  of 
Mr.  William  and  Mrs.  Ann  Saunders,  who  died  Nov.  27,  1822, 
aged  28. 

"  Welcome  sweet  hour  of  full  discharge, 
That  sets  our  longing  souls  at  large, 
Unbinds  our  chains,  breaks  up  our  cells, 
And  gives  us  with  our  God  to  dwell." 

1820.  Ann,  Wife  of  William  Saunders,  and  eldest  daughter 
of  Dr.  Elisha  Savil,  Who  died  April  2,  1826,  aged  72  years. 

"  No  mortal  woes 
Can  reach  the  poaccful  slocpcr  hero, 
Whilo  angels  wutch  her  soft  repose." 

1830.  Mr.  William  Saunders ;  He  was  a  Native  of  this  Town. 
Died  October  27,  1830,  aged  83  years. 

1711.  Here  lyes  y«  Body  of  Mrs.  Elinor  French,  Wife  of  Mr. 
John  French,  aged  85  Years.    Deceased  April  23,  1711. 

1713.  Here  lies  y«  Body  of  Mr.  Samuel  Spear,  Deceased 
December  24,  1713,  in  the  55  year  of  his  age. 

Tho  memory  of  thy  life  is  blessed. 

1732.  Here  lies  Buried  yo  Body  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Spear,  who 
Deceased  December  3d,  1732,  in  yo  41  year  of  his  age. 

1776.  In  memory  of  Mr.  John  Spear,  who  died  July  5,  1776, 
in  tho  66  year  of  his  age. 

1780.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Spear,  Wife  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Spear,  who  died  April  10,  1780,  Mi.  70  years. 

The  present  monument  Erected  by  her  Grandson,  Daniel 
Spear,  Nov.  1827. 

1782.  In  memory  of  Mr.  William  Spear,  Who  died  July  13th, 
1782,  Mt.  74. 


1,  Mrs.  Saunders'  death  was  very  sudden.  She  sank  down  in  her  seat  and 
died  instantly,  in  the  House  of  God  in  the  time  of  divino  service. 
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1787.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Judith  Spear,  wife  of  Lieut.  Seth 
Spear,  who  dietl  July  10,  1787,  aged  41  years.   The  mother  of 

13  children. 

Here's  one  who  lived  in  peace  on  earth, 

And  hero'*  her  sleeping  dust; 
The  soul  we  trust  in  Heaven  is 

And  reigns  amoung  the  Just 

1795.  Erected  to  the  memory  of  Elisabeth  Spear,  Daughter 
of  Mr.  Seth  and  Judith  Spear.    Died  August  25th,  1795,  aged 

14  years. 

Boast  not  thyBclf  of  to-morrow,  for  thou  knowcst  not  what  a 
day  may  bring  forth. 

1802.  In  memory  of  Stephen  Spear,  who  died  April  20, 1802, 
A&t.  CO  years. 

1802.  In  memory  of  Elinor  Spear,  who  died  May  14, 
A.'D.  1802,  Mt.  66  years. 

1802.  Here  lies  the  Body  of  Jason  Spear,  Obt.  on  Georges 
Island  of  the  Quinsy,  the  23d  of  June,  1802,  JEt.  6  years,  1 
month. 

1756.    Here  lyes  Buried  yo  Body  of  William  Bass,  the  Son  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Bass,  who  died  October  the  15th,  1756,  aged  3  years. 
1702.  John  Bass,  aged  12  days.  Died  yo  31  of  Env.  [?],  1702. 

1714.  Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Mr.  William  Nightingale,  aged 
about  77  years.    Died  May  yo  10,  1714.  • 

1715.  Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Joseph,  y«  son  of  Mr.  Joseph 
and  Hannah  Nightingale,  aged  2  years  and  0  months.  Died 
July  29th,  1715. 

1718.  Hero  lyes  ye  Body  of  Hannah,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Nightingale.    Died  Oct.  y*  11,  1718,  in  ye  27  year  of  her  age. 

1725-6.  Here  lyes  yo  Body  of  Joseph  Nightingale,  who  De- 
ceased June  I7l.1i,  1725-6,  in  y°  49  year  of  his  age. 

1717.  Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Mr.  Elnmczcr  Ilnydeu,  aged  73 
years.    Died  Feb.  yo  13,  1717. 

1718.  Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Mr.  John  Ruggles,  Deceased 
January  yo  25th,  1718,  in  ye  56  year  of  his  age. 

1741.  Here  lies  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Mary  llugglcs,  Widow  of 
Mr.  John  llugglcs,  who  died  Aug.  8th,  1741,  in  yo  72  year  of  her 
age. 
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1744.    Here  lyes  Buried  ye  Body  of  Mrs.  Mary  Ruggles,  Uie 
wife  of  Mr.  Josiah  llugglcs,  who  was  the  Daughter  of  Mr.  John 
Clongh  of  Boston,  aged  21  years,  who  died  June  28th,  Anno  1 
Dom.  1744. 

1761.  Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  Josiah  Buggies,  who 
died  Juno  5th,  1761,  aged  48  years. 

Iu  the  cold  mansions  of  tlio  ailont  Tomb 
How  still  the  Solitude!   How  (loop  tho  (Mooin ! 
Here  sleeps  the  Dust;  unconscious,  cloee-coulluod, 
But  far,  far  distant  dwells  the  mortal  uiiud. 

1779.  Hero  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  John  Kuggles,  who 
diod  the  15th  July,  1779. 

1780.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Kuggles,  widow  of  Mr.  Juhn 
who  died  January  22,  1780,  in  the  83  year  of  her  age. 

1719.    Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Lieut.  John  Baxter,  aged  80 
.years.    Died  April  ye  20,  1719. 

1762.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Mehitable  Baxter,  wife  of  Mr.  John 
Baxter,  who  Died  March  8,  1762,  aged  57  years. 

1763.  Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  (Gregory  Baxter,  who 
departed  this  life  January  the  9,  1763,  aged  58  years. 

1774.    In  memory  of  Mr.  Daniel  Baxter,  who  Departod  this 
life  Scptenjjyer  the  9,  1774,  nged  44  years. 

An  honest  man  is  tho  noblest  work  of  God. 

1777.    In  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Baxter,  who  died  Feb.  21, 
1777,  aged  61  years. 

1777.    In  i  n  cm  or  y  of  Mr.  John  Baxter,  who  died  August  30, 
1777,  aged  80  years. 

1784.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Anna  Baxter,  wife  of  Capt.  Joseph 
Baxter,  and  Daughter  of  Mr.  John  Adams  of  Milton,  who  died 
1784,  Sept.  5,  aged  40  years. 

1792.  Iu  memory  of  Miss  Sarah  Baxter,  who  died  April  27, 
1792,  in  ye  22  year  of  her  age.  The  daughter  of  John  and  Mi's. 
Susannah  Baxter. 

1794.    In  memory  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Baxter,  Belie  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Baxter.    She  died  May  25,  1794,  Mi.  63. 

1789.    Iu  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Baxter,  widow  of  Mr.  Greg- 
ory Baxter,  who  died  Aug.  11,  1789,  in  the  88  year  of  her  ago. 
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17C2.  Iu  memory  of  Wilson,  Son  to  Mr.  Gregory  and  Mrs. 
Mary  Baxter,  who  died  January  13, 1762,  aged  1  year,  7  months. 

1796.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Rhoda  Baxter,  wife  of  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Baxter,  who  died  Feb.  27th,  1796,  in  the  40  year  of  her  ago. 

1791.  In  memory  of  Barnabas  Baxter,  Sou  to  Mr.  Samuel 
Baxter,  who  died  May  22,  1791,  aged  14  years. 

1805.  In  memory  of  Capt.  Seth  Baxter,  who  died  August 
8th,  1805,  in  74  year  of  his  age. 

1817.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Jerusha  Baxter,  wife  of  Capt. 
Joseph  Baxter,  who  died  Sept.  20,  1817,  aged  72. 

1820.  In  memory  of  Cnpt.  Joseph  Baxter,  who  died  May  the 
7,  1820,  JEl.  89  years. 

1823.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Edward  Baxter,  who  died  Oct.  25, 
1823,  in  the  68  year  of  his  age.' 

Though  many  yean  in  nealth  be  spent, 
•Tls  a  short  time  God  has  lent; 
And  often  has  tins  truth  been  found, 
Death  iu  a  moment  cute  ui  down. 

1726.  Hero  lyes  Buried  yo  Body  of  Hannah  Savill,1  ye  widow 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Savill,  aged  74  years.  Died  Novomlier  15th,  1726. 

1729-30.  Hero  lies  Job  Savill,  Son  to  Deacon  Samuel  Savill 
and  Mrs.  Patience  his  wife.  He  died  March  20th,  1729-30,  in 
the  8th  year  of  his  age. 

1768.  Erected  in  memory  of  DocL  Elisha  Savill.  He  died 
April  yo  30,  A.  D.  1768,  in  y«  44  year  of  his  age. 

Arnoung  the  sick  I  spent  my  time. 

My  Flower  of  life;  but  iu  my  prime, 

A  little  after  it  was  noon. 

My  Sun  it  sot  so  very  soou, 

I  hod  not  timo  to  tako  of  you, 

My  dear  Sick  friends,  my  last  adieu. 

1794.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Ann  Thayer,  widow  of 
Ensign  Thomas  Thayer,  and  formerly  wife  of  Doctor  Elisha 
Savill,  who  died  July  11th,  1794,  aged  63  years. 

1.  In  spelling  the  name  of  Savill  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  adding  another 
I*  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  correct  orthography  of  the  name,  as  found  in 
the  early  records  of  the  town,  and  Burke's  Heraldry.  Why  some  of  the  descend- 
ant have  dropped  the  L,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain. -[Author. 
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1758.  Hero  lies  ye  Body  of  Mre.  Abigail  Savill,  wife  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Savill.  She  Died  September  21,  1758,  in  ye  34  year  of 
her  age. 

1761.  Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Mr.  Samuel  Savill,  Jun.  He 
Died  May  1st,  1761,  aged  44  year*. 

1730.  Here  lyea  Buried  ye  body  of  Benjamin  Webb,  who 
departed  this  life  March  2d,  1730,  aged  7  yearn. 

1752.  Here  lyes  Buried  ye  Body  of  Dr.  Nathan  Webb,  who 
departed  this  life  February  ye  26th,  1752,  aged  25  years. 

1776.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Bathsheba  Webb,  Consort  of  Dea- 
con Jonathan  Webb,  who  died  Nov.  22d,  1776,  the  80th  year  of 
her  ago. 

1789.  In  memory  of  Deacon  Jonathan  Webb,  who  Departed 
this  life  Sept.  16th,  1789,  in  the  92d  year  of  his  ago. 

1793.  In  memory  of  Elizitoeth  Webb,  widow  of  the  late 
Deacon  Jonathan  Webb,  Dec.  Obt.  March  1,  1793,  Ml.  82 
years. 

1806.  In  memory  of  Abigail  Webb,  widow  of  Peter  Bick- 
nell,  who  Died  September  29th,  1806,  Mt.  25  years. 

1821.  Miss  Nancy  Webb,  died  May  17th,  1821,  Ml.  43  years, 
and  Daughter  of  Jon  and  Nancy  Webb. 

1826.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Deacon  Jonathan  Webb,  who 
died  June  19th,  1826,  aged  74  years. 

1835.  In  memory  of  Nancy  Webb,  wife  of  Dea.  Jonathan 
Webb,  who  Died  Jan.  14th,  1835,  Mi.  84  years. 

1840.  In  memory  of  Miss  Lucy  Webb,  Daughter  of  Deacon 
Jonathan  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Webb,  who  Died  Jan.  26,  1840, 
Mi.  40. 

1843.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Miss  Eunice  B.  Webb, 
Daughter  of  Deacon  Jonathan  Webb  and  Mrs.  Nancy  Webb, 
who  died  July  1,  1843,  Mi.  53  years. 

Thou  art  gone  to  the  grave,  but  we  will  not  deplore  thee, 
Though  sorrow  and  darkness  encompass  the  tomb; 
Thy  Saviour  has  passed  through  its  portals  before  thco, 
And  the  lamp  of  his  love  is  thy  guide  through  the  gloom. 

1741.  Here  lies  Buried  ye  Body  of  Mrs.  Mehitable  Fisher, 
wife  of  Mr.  Josiah  Fisher.  She  died  May  18th,  1741,  in  the  78 
year  of  her  age. 

s  ^ 
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1737.  Hero  lies  ye  Body  of  Mrs.  Anna  White,  wife  of  Mr. 
Samuel  White,  aged  68  years.    Deceased  Feb.  13th,  1737-8. 

1737.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Joseph  Parmenter,  who  died  Feb. 
20th,  1737,  in  tho  82  year  of  his  age.1 

1750.  Jonathan,  son  of  Mr.  Josiah  and  Mrs.  Charity  Capon, 
lie  died  October  ye  3,  1750,  in  tho  8  year  of  his  age. 

1753.  Here  lies  Buried  yo  Body  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Bcalc,  who 
departed  this  life  September,  1753,  aged  84  years. 

1758.  Here  lies  Buried  ye  Body  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Bcalc,  wife 
of  Capt.  Benjamin  Bcalc,  who  departed  this  life  May  the  Gth, 
1758,  aged  30  years. 

1793.  In  memory  of  Jonathan,  son  to  Mr.  Jonathan  and 
Mrs.  Mariah  Beale.  lie  died  Jan.  21,  1793,  in  yo  3  year  of  his 
age. 

1794.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Thcodocia  Chorlcy,  wife  of  Capt. 
John  W.  Chorlcy,  and  daughter  of  Mr.  Joseph  Bcalc  and  Mrs. 
Lily  his  wife,  who  died  July  19th,  1794,  aged  19  yoars. 


How  loved,  how  valued  ouce,  avails  thee  not 
To  whomo  related,  or  by  whomo  begot; 
A  heap  of  dust  alone  remains  of  tlioc, 
'Us  all  thou  art,  and  all  tho  proud  shall  be. 

1792.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Anna  Beale,  wife  of  Capt.  Benja- 
min Beale,  who  diod  January  ye  16th,  1792,  in  ye  74  year  of 
her  ago. 

1780.  In  memory  of  Elisha  Bcalc,  son  of  Mr.  Joseph  Bcalc 
and  Lilyc  his  wife,  who  died  June  10,  1780,  in  the  10  month  of 
his  age. 

1794.  In  memory  of  Thomas  Swift  B.,  son  of  Mr.  Jonathan 
Beale  and  Mrs.  Mariah  his  wife,  who  died  September  24th,  1794, 
aged  1  year,  6  months,  21  days. 

1793.  In  memory  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Beale,  who  died  April 
3d,  1793,  in  the  91  year  of  his  ago. 

Old  age,  with  all  her  dismal  train, 


With  sighs,  and  groans,  and  raging  pain, 
And  death,  which  novcr  Spares. 


I.  Mr.  Joseph  Parmcntor's  death  occurred  vory  Hiiddonly,  ho  having  dropped 
down  dead  in  the  pulpit,  at  tho  time  of  church  service. 

18 
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1797.  Mr.  Jo8oph  Boalc,  departed  this  life  July  28,  1707, 
JEtnt.  54. 

Mercy,  Good  Lord,  Morcy  I  crave, 

This  is  the  total  gum; 
For  morcy.  Lord,  is  all  my  suit, 

Lord,  let  thy  morcy  come! 

1830.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Lilly  Bcale,  widow  of 
Mr.  Joseph  Boalc,  who  died  Feb.  10,  1830,  Ait.  84  years. 

1753.  Here  lies  Buried  ye  Body  of  Mrs.  Bcthiah  Adams,  wife 
of  Mr.  Peter  Adams,  &  Daughter  of  Deacon  Samuel  Saucl.  She 
died  October  23,  1753,  aged  33. 

1754.  Here  lyes  Buried  ye  Body  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Belcher, 
wife  of  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Belcher,  who  departed  this  life  Feb.  3, 
1754. 

1701.  Hero  lyes  Buried  ye  Body  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Belcher, 
ye  wife  of  Lieut.  Natha.  Belcher.  She  died  June  24th,  1701,  in 
ye  01  year  of  her  age. 

1800.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Elijah  Belcher,  who  departed  this 
life  June  1,  1800,  iEtat  70  years. 

1754.  Here  lyes  ye  Body  of  Mary  Belcher,  daughter  of  Mr. 
John  Glover,  of  Dorchester,  who  departed  this  life  Novcmbor  2, 
1754. 

1757.  Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Glover, 
wife  of  Capt.  Elisha  Glover,  the  Daughter  of  Thomas  Glover  of 
Dorchester,  who  died  the  12  day  of  May,  1757,  aged  18  years 
and  8  months. 

1758.  Here  lyes  Buried  ye  Body  of  Mr.  Thomas  Glover,  of 
Dorchester,  who  departed  this  life  Juue  y«  10th,  A.  D.  1758, 
aged  67  years. 

My  God,  my  all,  Sumcient  Good, 

My  portion  and  my  choice ; 
Id  thee  my  vast  desires  are  ti MM, 

Aud  all  my  powers  rojoico. 

1708.  Hero  lyes  y«  Body  of  Mr.  John  Glover,  who  died  July 
0th,  1708,  aged  81  years. 

In  tho  cold  mansion*  of  the  silent  toiuh, 
How  still  the  Solitude,  How  deep  the  Gloom, 
Here  sloops  the  dust,  unconscious,  close  confined, 
But  far,  far  distant  dwells  the  immortal  miml, 
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1775.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Glover,  wife  of  Mr.  John 
Clover,  who  died  Dcc'r  19th,  1775,  JEt.  71. 

Completely  shone  through  every  sceno  of  life, 

A  tender  paront  and  a  virtuous  wife, 

Though  her  loved  form  lies  mouldering  in  the  Tomb, 

In  happier  climes  her  kindred  virtues  bloom. 

1783.  Ill  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Glover,  wife  of  Mr.  Ebcn- 
ezer  Glover,  aud  daughter  of  Dea.  Benjamin  and  Mrs.  Ester 
Wadsworth  of  Milton,  who  died  Jan.  ye  8th,  1783,  in  35  year  of 
lior  age. 

Stop  hero,  my  Friend,  and  cast  an  Kyo, 
As  you  are  now  so  once  was  I; 
As  I  am  now  so  must  you  be, 
Prepare  for  death  and  follow  mo. 

179*2.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Ezra  Glover,  who  died  Jauuary  1st, 
1792,  aged  6C  years. 

My  flesh  shall  slumber  in  the  ground 
Till  tho  last  truuipot's  joyful  sound, 
Then  hurst  the  ohnins  with  swoot  surprise 
And  in  my  Saviour's  imago  rise 

179G.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Glover,  widow  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Glover,  who  died  Jan.  10th,  1796,  aged  92  years. 

1797.  In  memory  of  Mr.  William  Glover,  who  died  March 
7th,  1797,  in  the  G6  year  of  his  ago. 

Ilemember  me  as  you  pass  on; 

As  you  aro  now  so  onco  was  I, 
As  I  am  now  so  yon  must  bo, 

Thoroforo,  prepare  to  dio. 

1808.  Ill  memory  of  Sarah  Glover,  daughter  of  Mr.  Nathan- 
iel &  Mm.  Ester  Glover,  who  died  May  28th,  1808,  aged  11  years. 

Orop'd  a  bud  from  yonder  true, 
Sho  is  gone  to  rest,  from  troublo  froe. 

1803.  Iii  memory  of  Mr.  Josiah  Glover,  who  died  December 
14th,  1803,  aged  77  years. 

Great  God,  I  own  the  sonteuce  just, 

And  nature  must  docay, 
I  yiold  my  body  to  tho  dust, 

To  dwell  with  fellow  clay. 
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1800.  In  memory  of  Policy  Glover,  daughter  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liam and  Mrs.  Mary  Glover,  who  died  the  12th  of  December, 
1800,  in  the  16th  year  of  her  age. 


Tia  God  wlio  lifts  our  comforts  high, 

Or  sinks  thorn  hi  tho  gravo, 
Ho  gives,  ami  blesHcd  ho  his  Namo. 

Ho  takes  hut  what  ho  gavo. 

1807.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Glover,  who  died  Dec. 
25th,  1807,  aged  71  years. 

Our  llfo  Is  over  on  tho  wing, 

And  death  Is  evor  nigh, 
Tho  moment  when  our  llfo  hegius, 

Wo  all  begin  to  die. 

1813.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Glover,  widow  of  Mr.  William 
Glover,  who  died  November  the  11th,  1813,  Mi.  G3  years. 

And  mast  this  body  dio, 

This  mortal  frame  decay, 
And  must  these  octivo  limbs  of  tuluo, 

J„io  mouldering  in  tho  clay? 

1814.  In  memory  of  Eliza,  daughter  of  Mr.  Josiah  &  Mrs. 
Sophia  J.  Glover,  who  died  March  23d,  18M,  agod  11  months. 

1815.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Glover,  who  died  March 
21,  aged  40  years. 

Frionds  nor  physicians  could  not  save, 
My  mortal  body  from  tho  grave; 
Nor  can  tho  gravo  counuo  mo  hero, 
Whou  Christ  shall  call  mo  to  appear. 

1819.  In  memory  of  Mary  D.  Glover,  Daughter  of  Mr.  Eli- 
sha  and  Mrs.  Mary  Glover,  who  died  December  17,  1819,  Mi.  4 
years. 

1820.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Glover,  wife  of  Josiah  Glover, 
who  died  1820,  aged  82  yoars. 

Our  lifo  is  evor  on  tho  wing, 

And  death  is  over  nigh; 
Tho  moment  our  lifo  begins, 

We  all  begin  to  die. 

1833.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Glover,  Kulict  of  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Glover,  who  died  June  7th,  1833,  Mi.  82  years. 
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1754.  Here  lyes  tho  Body  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Brackett,  the  wife 
of  Capt,  Richard  Brackett,  who  died  April  Gth,  1754,  aged  43 
years. 

1793.  In  memory  of  Capt.  Moses  Brackett,  who  died  July 
24th,  1793,  aged  76  years. 

1805.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Mary  Brackett,  widow  of  Capt. 
Moses  Brackott,  who  died  Oct.  24th,  1805,  Ml.  76.  Formerly 
wife  of  Mr.  Martin  Rickcr. 

1818.  In  memory  of  Rachel  Brackett,  wife  of  Capt.  Joseph 
Brackett,  who  died  August  5,  1818,  aged  72  years. 

1821.  In  memory  of  Capt.  Joseph  Brackett,  who  died  Nov. 
18,  1821,  aged  79  years. 

1826.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Moses  Brackett,  who 
.died  April  21,  ML  74. 

1827.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Capt.  Peter  Brackett,  who 
died  Jan.  3,  1827,  aged  72  years. 

1835.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Theodora  Clark,  Born  1703,  Fob. 
1,  Died  Aug.  9,  1835. 

Spirit  of  the  loved  one  blest, 
In  thy  poacoful  slmiilrani  rest, 
Till  tho  great  decisive  tiny, 
God  calls  to  life  thy  deeping  cltiy. 

1777.  In  memory  of  Edmund  Clark,  son  of  Capt.  James 
Clark,  and  Mary  his  wife,  who  died  July  13,  1777,  aged  5  yoars. 

1799.  In  memory  of  Capt.  James  Clark,  who  died  Nov.  3, 
1799,  aged  71  years. 

1822.  In  memory  of  BIrs.  Mary  Clark,  wife  of  Capt.  James 
Clark,  who  died  March  1,  1822,  aged  89. 

When  such  pore  spirit*  yield  to  death, 
No  foars  tho  Christian  mind  Contronl, 

"fis  but  rcMlgtitiiK  mortal  breath 
To  reign  immortal  in  tla>  soul. 

1827.  In  memory  of  Henry  H.  Clark,  who  died  July  12, 1827, 
Ml.  29  years. 

1766.  Here  lyes  Buried  ye  Body  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Hall,  wife  of 
Lcf.  John  Hall,  who  died  Feb.  the  23,  1766,  aged  60  years. 

1780.  In  memory  of  Lieut.  John  Hall,  who  died  Sept.  27, 
1780,  in  yo  83  year  of  his  age. 
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1770.  Here  lyes  Buried  Mrs.  Sarah  Vesey,  the  wife, of  Mr. 
William  Vesey.    She  died  December  15th,  1770,  aged  58  years. 

1787.  Here  lies  Buried  the  Body  of  Mr.  William  Vesey,  who 
died  the  28d  of  May,  1787,  Mt.  79. 

1802.  Erected  in  memory  of  Miss  Sarah  Vesey,  who  died 
July  29th,  1802,  aged  67  years. 

1802.  Erected  in  memory  of  Mr.  William  Vesey,  who  died 
Apr.  7,  1802,  aged  63  years. 

1772.  Here  lies  interred  the  Body  of  Mrs.  Deborah  Field, 
Consort  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Field,  who  died  Feb.  4,  1772,  in  the 
24  year  of  her  age. 

1790.  In  memory  of  Mm.  Mehitable  Field,  wife  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Field,  who  died  Juno  23,  1790,  in  yo  42  year  of  her  age. 

1791.  In  memory  of  Polly  Brown,  Daughter  to  Capt.  Samuel  • 
and  Mrs.  Susannah  Brown.    She  died  May  15th,  1791,  aged  9 
months. 

1798.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Brown,  Jun.,  who  died 
September  29,  1798,  Ml.  23. 

Stop,  my  Kriond!  Como  think  on  mc; 
I  once  was  in  tho  world  iiko  thoe; 
Tint  now  Ho  jlnmltering  in  the  dust, 
Iu  hopes  to  rise  amount:. the  .Tint. 

1794.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Solomon  Thayer,  who  died  August 
8th,  1794,  aged  36  years. 

1698.  Here  lyeth  y«  Body  of  Lieut.  Alexander  Marsh,  aged 
about  70  years,  Dce'd  March  7th,  1G98. 

This  inscription  renewed  by  Wilsftn  Marsh,  his  great-grand- 
son, 1824. 

1799.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Marsh,  wife  of  Mr.  Wilson 
Marsh,  who  died  April  19th,  1799,  aged  83  years. 

1804.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Miriam  Marsh,  wife  of  Mr.  Jona- 
than Marsh,  and  daughter  6f  Mr.  Moses  and  Mrs.  Phoebe  Reed, 
of  Abington,  who  died  May  24,  1804,  aged  47  years. 

Lean  not  on  earth,  'twill  pierco  thee  to  the  heart; 

A  broken  reed  at  best,  and  oft  a  Spear, 

On  whose  Sharp  point  poaco  blood*,  and  bono  expires. 

1814.    In  memory  of  Mr.  Ambrose  Marsh,  who  died  June 
25th,  1814,  aged  24  years. 
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1797.  In  memory  of  Susannah,  daughter  of  Mr.  Wilson  and 
Susanna  Marsh,  who  died  April  Gth,  1797,  aged  4  years. 

1798.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Wilson  Marsh,  who  died  May  20th, 
1798,  aged  88  years. 

1831.    Erected  to  the  memory  of  Miss  Anna  Marsh,  Daughter 

of  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mrs.  Susannah  Marsh,  who  died  July  29, 

1831,  iEt.  47. 

Can  the  world  one  joyous  thought  bestow 
To  friendship  woopiug  at  the  Conch  of  Woo? 
No!  but  a  brighter  soothes  their  last  adieu. 
Bool  of  impassioned  mould,  sho  speaks  to  you! 
Weep  not,  slio  says,  at  nature's  trausiont  pain, 
Cotigeuial  spirits  part  to  meet  again. 

1814.  Ambrose,  son  of  Mr.  Jonathan  and  Mrs.  Sophia  Marsh, 
who  died  December  15th,  1814,  aged  6  weeks. 

1815.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Susannah  Marsh,  wife  of  Mr.  Wil- 
son Marsh,  who  died  Juno  1,  1816,  Mt.  69  years. 

1822.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Jonathan  Marsh,  who  died  Nov.  G, 
1822,  aged  70  years. 

In  memory 
of 

Elisha  Marsh, 
Son  of  Wilson  and 
Susanna  Marsh, 

Who  Died 
April  17th,  1847, 

Aged  G5. 
A  kind  husband ; 

A  firm  friend ; 
A  valuable  citizen. 
Erected 
J5y  his  wife, 
As  a  testimonial 
Of  his.virtues, 
And  her  affectionate 

Remembrance.  . 

".Then  shall  the  dust  return  to  the  earth  as  it  was ;  and  the 
spirit  shall  return  to  God  who  gave  it." 
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1828.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Wilson  Marsh,  who  died 
July  7th,  1828,  aged  78  years. 

1827.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Sophia  Marsh,  wife  of 
Mr.  Jonathan  Marsh,  and  daughter  of  Mr.  Seth  and  Mrs.  Abigail 
Spear,  who  died  August  29,  1827,  Ml.  37  years. 

1855.  Susannah  Savill  Marsh,  daughter  of  Wilson  and  Su- 
sannah Marsh,  who  died  March  29th,  1855,  in  the  sixty-first  yoar 
of  hor  age.1 

1841.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Patience  Marsh,  wife  of 
Mr.  Jonathan  Marsh,  formerly  wife  of  Mr.  Whitman  Bailey,  and 
daughter  of  Mr.  Henry  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Crane,  who  died 
August  13th,  1841,  Mt.  51  years. 

1845.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Emily  Marsh,  wifo  of 
Mr.  Charles  Marsh,  and  daughter  of  Mr.  William  and  Mrs.  Lucy 
Packard,  who  died  Nov.  11,  1845,  JRt.  25  years. 

1798.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Deborah  Bent,  wife  of  Mr.  Ebon 
Bent,  who  died  August  17th,  1798,  aged  85  years. 


In  memory  of 
Mrs.  Nelly, 
Wife  of  Mr. 
Jabczc  Wilson. 
Died  Oct.  11th, 

1804, 
Aged  28  years. 


Also, 
Their 
Daughter 
Isabella. 
Died  Oct.  5th, 

1804. 
Aged  6  months 


Also, 
Their 
Daughter 
Thirsey. 
Died  Oct.  Gth, 

1804, 
Aged  2  years. 


Here  lies  a  Mother  and  two  Babes, 
Who  God  has  Shortly  Called  to  their  graves, 
In  Heavou  wo  hope  they  are  bleat, 
There  to  remain  in  eternal  rost. 

1803.  In  memory  of  Susanna  Curtis,  daughter  of  Mr.  Noah 
and  Mrs.  Abigail  Curtis,  who  died  July  4th,  1803,  aged  1  year, 
C  months. 

1803.  In  memory  of  Benjamin  Curtis,  son  of  Mr.  Noah  and 
Mrs.  Abigail  Curtis,  who  died  July  17th,  1803,  aged  4  years. 

1804.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Abigail  Curtis,  wife  of  Mr.  Noah 
Curtis,  who  died  Feb.  7th,  1804,  aged  29  years. 

1808.  Benjamin  Curtis,  son  of  Mr.  Noah  and  Mrs.  Cur- 
tis, tfho  died  Sept.  27th,  1808,  aged  14  months. 


I.  This  numerotu  family  of  Marsh  are  the  immediate  descendant*  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Marsh,  who  died  in  1G98. -[Author. 
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1809.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Adam  Curtis,  who  died  Feb.  26, 
1809,  aged  80  years. 

1811.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Samuel  Curtis,  who  died  Jan.  28th, 
1811,  aged  83  years. 

1814.  In  memory  of  Ann  Curtis,  daughter  of  Mr.  Noah  and 
Mrs.  Ann  Curtis,  who  died  September  20th,  1814,  aged  9  months. 

1825.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Curtis,  wife  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Curtis,  who  died  April  6th,  1825,  aged  90  years. 

1807.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Master  Ichabod  Johnson, 
celebrated  teacher  of  musick,  who  died  Aug.  5th,  1807,  aged  42 
years. 

And  lot  this  feeble  body  fall, 
And  let  it  fniut  and  die, 

My  soul  shall  quit  this  mournful  vale,  . 

A  ml  soar  to  worlds  od  high. 

Shall  join  tho  disembodied  saints, 

And  find  its  long-nought  rest, 

That  only  bliM  for  which  it  pant*, 

In  the  Redeemer's  breast. 


1820.  [On  tho  oast  end  of  the  first  Congregational  Church, 
at  the  right  of  tho  pulpit,  a  mural  monument  is  erected,  sur- 
mounted by  a  bust  of  John  Adams  from  the  chisel  of  Grccnough. 
On  tho  tablets  beneath  the  bust  arc  the  following  inscriptions :] 

JAbcrtatent,  Amicitiamy  Fidcm,  Retinebi$. 
D.  O.  M. 
Beneath  these  walls 
Are  deposited  tho  mortal  remains  of 
JOHN  ADAMS, 
Son  of  John  and  Susanna  [Boylston]  Adams, 
Second  President  of  tho  United  States ; 
Horn  10-30  Octolnjr,  1735. 
On  tho  Fourth  of  July,  1776, 
He  pledged  bis  Life,  Fortune,  and  Sacred  Honour 
To  the  Independence  of  his  Country. 
On  the  third  of  Septembor,  1783, 
He  affixed  his  seal  to  the  definitive  Treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
Which  acknowledged  that  Independence, 
And  consummated  the  redemption  of  his  pledge. 
19 
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On  tho  Fourth  of  July,  1826, 
Ho  was  summoned 
To  tho  Independence  of  Immortality, 
And  to  the  Judgment  of  his  God. 
This  House  will  bear  witness  to  his  Piety; 
This  Town,  his  birth-place,  to  his  munificence ; 

History  to  his  Patriotism  ; 
Posterity  to  the  depth  aud  compass  of  his  mind. 

At  his  side 
Sleeps,  till  the  Trump  shall  sound, 
ABIGAIL, 
His  beloved  and  only  wife, 
Daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  [Quincy]  Smith. 
In  every  relation  of  life  a  pattern, 
Of  Filial,  Conjugal,  Maternal  and  Social  Virtue. 
Born  Nov.  11-22,  1744, 
Dcccasod  28  October,  1818, 
Aged  74. 

Married  25  October,  1764. 
During  an  union  of  more  than  half  a  century 
They  survived,  in  harmony  of  sentiment,  principle,  and  affection, 
The  tempest  of  civil  commotion, 
Meeting  undaunted  and  surmounting 
The  terrors  and  trials  of  that  Revolution, 
Which  secured  the  Freedom  of  their  Country  ; 
Improved  tho  Condition  of  their  times  ; 
And  brightened  the  prospects  of  Futurity 
To  tho  race  of  man  upon  Earth. 

PILGRIM. 

From  lives  thus  spent,  thy  earthly  duties  loam; 
Fruiu  Fancy's  dreams  to  active  virtues  turn; 
Let  Freedom,  Friendship,  Faith,  thy  soul  engago, 
And  serve  like  them  thy  country  and  thy  ago. 

1848.  [A  mural  monumont  has  been  placed  in  tho  First 
Congregational  Church  in  this  town,  to  the  memory  of  John 
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Qnincy  Adams,  by  his  son,  Hon.  Clias.  F.  Adams.  It  is  erected 
on  the  east  end  of  the  church,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  pulpit 
from  his  father's,  surmounted  by  a  bust  of  John  Quincy  Adams, 
*  from  the  chisel  of  Powers.  Under  the  bust  is  the  follow- 
ing sentence,  separated  by  an  oak  branch  with  two  leaves  and 
an  acorn: — "  Alteri  Seculo\n  then  follow  the  inscriptions:] 

A.  O. 

Near  this  place 
Ilcposes  nil  that  could  die  of 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

Son  of  John  and  Abigail  [Smith]  Adams. 
Sixth  President  of  the  United  States. 
Bom  11  of  Jnly,  1767. 

Amidst  the  storms  of  Civil  Commotion 

He  nursed  the  vigor 
Which  nerves  a  Statesman  and  a  Patriot, 
And  the  Faith 
Which  inspires  a  Christian. 
For  more  than  half  a  century, 
Whenever  his  Country  called  for  his  labors, 
In  either  Hemisphere  or  in  any  Capacity, 

He  never  spared  them  in  her  cause. 
On  the  twenty-fourth  of  December,  1814, 
He  signed  the  Second  Treaty  with  Great  Britain, 
Which  restored  Peace  within  her  Borders. 
On  the  twenty-third  of  February,  1848, 
He  closed  Sixteen  Years  of  Eloquent  Defence 
Of  the  Lessons  of  his  Youth, 

By  Dying  at  his  Post 
In  her  great  National  Council. 
A  Son,  worthy  of  his  Father ; 
A  Citizen,  shedding  Glory  on  his  Country ; 
A  Scholar,  Ambitious  to  advance  Mankind ; 
This  Christian  sought  to  walk  humbly 
In  the  sight  of  his  God. 
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Beside  him  lies 
His  Partner  for  Fifty  Years, 

LOUISA  CATHERINE, 

Daughter  of  Joshua  and  Catherine  [Nnth]  Johnson. 
Born  12  Fobniary,  1775  ; 
Married  26  July,  1797; 
Deceased  15  May,  1852, 
Aged  77. 

Living  through  many  Vicissitudes,  and 
Under  high  Responsibilities, 
As  a  Daughter,  Wifo  and  Mother 
She  proved  Equal  to  all. 
Dying,  She  loft  to  her  Family  and  her  Sex 
The  blessed  Remembrance 
Of  a  «  Woman  that  feareth  the  Lord." 

"Horein  is  that  saying  true,  one  sowcth  and  another  rcapeth. 
I  sent  you  to  reap  that  whereon  ye  bestowed  no  labor.  Other 
men  labored,  and  yo  are  entered  into  thoir  labors." 

1858.  [On  the  opposite  or  west  end  of  the  First  Church, 
in  the  year  1858,  tablets  were  erected  to  Rev.  Peter  Whitney 
and  Rev.  Wm.  P.  Lunt.  That  to  Rev.  Mr.  Lunt  was  erected 
through  the  efforts  of  the  ladies  of  the  Parish,  while  the  de- 
scendants of  Rev.  Mr.  Whitney  erected  the  one  to  his  memory.] 

In  memory  of 
REV.  PETER  WHITNEY, 
Born  in  Northborongh,  Jan  XIX.,  MDCCLXX. 
Of  Clerical  Descent  and  Dispositions, 
He  became  the  Minister  of  this  Town 
At  the  Commencement  of  the  passing  Century ; 
Serving  in  his  Offico  till  Old  Age, 
Steadily,  Gravely,  Kindly. 

During  his  Ministry 
These  Walls  were  built, 
And  Within  them  he  continued  to  appear, 
Till,  by  a  Sudden  Malady, 
And  in  an  Instant  of  Time, 
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He  ceased  to  be  Mortal, 
March  III.,  MD0CCXL1II. 

"The  reaper*  are  the  angels." 


In  memory  of 
WILLIAM  PARSONS  LUNT,  D.  D., 
Pastor  of  this  Church. 
Prized,  Honored,  Lamented, 
Theologian,  Poet  &  Scholar, 
lie  dovotcd  his  Life 
To  Intellectual  Pursuits  and  Sncred  Exercises. 
Weighty  &  Accomplished  as  a  Writer, 
Eloquent  as  a  Preacher, 
Conservative  in  a  Liberal  Doctrine ; 

Of  a  Grave  &  Earnest  Spirit, 
He  loved  the  Highest  Meditations, 
And  meditated  the  Truest  Services. 
Born  in  Newburyport,  April  XXL,  MDCCCV. ; 

Installed  here  Juno  III.,  MDCCCXXXV. 
He  died  at  Ezion-Gebcr,  on  his  Way  to  Jerusalem, 
March  XXL,  MDCCCLVII. 

"  Even  so  says  the  Spirit,  for  they  rest." 


EPISCOPAL  CEMETERY. 


"  80  shall  we  fade  and  fall  at  length; 

Youth's  blooming  chcok,-tho  silvery  Imlr 
Of  rcvorond  age,— and  manhood's  strength, 
Shall  hero  repose;  then  hear  onr  prayer! 

M  O  thou,  who  by  thy  Son  hast  said,- 
From  fear  of  death  to  set  us  free,— 
'  God  is  the  God,  not  of  the  dead ; ' 
That  we,  for  aye,  may  livo  in  thee! " 

The  Church-yaH  on  School  street,  corner  of  phipps,  was  given 
to  the  Episcopal  Church  of  this  town  on  August  1st,  1725,  by 
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William  and  Benjamin  Veazie.  In  this  ground  tho  first  Church 
of  England  was  built,  and  in  accordance  with  the  customs  and 
usages  of  the  English  Church  it  was  also  used  as  a  depository 
for  tho  dead.  Since  the  removal  of  the  church  this  ground  has 
continued  to  be  used  as  the  Church-yard.  Here  rest  the  remains 
of  a  number  of  the  old  prominent  families  of  the  town,  viz: 
Tho  Millers,  Vasscls,  Clarks,  Dr.  Turner,  Vcazics,  Clevorlys, 
and  some  of  Governor  Shirley's  family. 

IN8CRIPTI0N8  IN  THE  EPISCOPAL  CEMETERY. 

Sub  hoc  Cespici  Tumulatur 
Radttlphus, 
Wilhelmi  Shirley, 
Unper  de  Wivels/ield,  in  Agro  Sussexiensi,  ajmd  Anglos, 
Nunc  de  Bostonio,  Novanglorwn, 
Armiger.  % 
Ex.  Francisco., 
(Nuper  Barker  de  Civitate  Zondinenei,) 
Uxore  Ejus, 
Filius  Niitu  Nicnimus. 
Nattts  Bostonic,  20  Januarii,  A.  8.  1731. 
JDonatue  in  hoc  Villa,  13  Sextilis,  A.  8.  1737. 

"  Uti  Floe  Succisus  Aratro.n—V\rS. 

TRANSLATION. 

Beneath  this  Sod  is  Buried 
Ralph, 
The  Youngest  Son  of 
William  Shirley, 
Formerly  of  Wivelsfield,  in  the  County  of  Sussox,  England, 
Now  of  Boston,  in  Now  England, 
Esquire. 
By  Frances, 
(Formerly  Barker,  in  the  city  of  Jxmdon,) 
His  Wife. 

Born  at  Boston,  20  January,  A.  S.  1734. 
Deceased  in  this  town,  13  August,  A.  S.  1737. 

"  Like  a  Flower  cut  down  by  tho  Husbandman." —  Virg. 
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[On  the  reverse  side  of  the  tomb-stone  will  be  found  the  fol- 
lowing inscription :] 

Ralph  Shirley, 
Born  20th  January,  A.  D.  1734, 
Dyed  13th  August,  A.  D.  1737. 

"  lie  comcth  forth  like  a  Flower,  and  is  cut  down."— Job  14:2. 

This  son  was  omitted  in  Drake's  pedigreo  of  Governor  Shir- 
ley's family.  He  further  omits  to  state  what  part  of  England 
the  Governor  came  from,  which  by  this  epitaph  appears  to  have 
been  Wivclsficld,  Sussex.1 

1740.  Hero  lyes  buried  the  body  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  VoRflel, 
wife  of  Mr.  Lewis  Vasscl,  aged  28  years  and  9  months,  who 
departed  this  life  August  yo  10,  1740. 

1743.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  Mr.  Lewis  Vassel,  aged  34  years 
and  1  mouth,  who  departed  this  life  September  the  15th,  1743. 


1.  William  Shirley  was  bom  in  England,  and  came  from  Wivolsfiold,  Sus- 
sex County,  to  Boston,  about  tho  year  17X1.  In  1741  ho  was  appointed  Provin- 
cial Governor  of  Massachusetts,  which  position  he  held  eight  years,  or  until 
September,  1749,  and  was  re  appointed  in  1753.  This  administration  lasted  throe 
years,  when,  in  September,  17f»(»,  Speucer  Phiptt  was  selected  for  tho  position. 
During  his  term  of  oftico  Louisburg  was  token.  Governor  Shirley  was  some- 
\  what  of  a  politician,  and  while  the  French  and  Indian  Wars  (so-called)  woro 
going  on,  whonover  he  dosirod  an  appropriation  for  tho  exponses  of  them,  if 
successful  he  would  say,  I  desire  so-and-so  for  my  expedition ;  if  unsuccessful, 
I  wish  for  such  an  amount  for  your  expedition.  Ho  roudcrod  his  administration 
of  1754  quite  popular  by  refusing  to  sign  tho  Excise  Dill.  In  1755  he  was 
appointed  CommandurinCbicf  of  tho  British  forces  in  North  America,  but 
was  soon  succeeded  by  Abercrombio.  After  boiug  ro-callod  from  Massachusetts 
to  Euglaud,  he  was  selected  as  Governor  of  tho  Bahama  Islands. 

In  1770  he  returned  to  Massachusetts,  aud  resided  at  Koxbury,  now  a  part  of 
Boston,  until  1771,  when  ho  died,  and  was  buried  undor  King's  Chapel  in  Bos- 
ton. Ho  was  tho  author  of  "  Electro,"  a  tragedy,  and  "  Birth  of  Horculcs,M  a 
"Maw|." 

In  17K1,  a  company  of  merchants  of  Huston,  bought  Pulling  Point.  Thoir 
object  and  intention  was  to  havo  established  hero  a  fishing  station.  After  all 
preparatory  matters  had  been  arranged,  and  tho  place  prepared  for  business,  tho 
company  invited  Governor  Shirley  to  go  down  with  tliem  aud  partake  of  a  social 
repast  He  accepted  the  cordial  invitation.  A  fine  time,  and  a  sumptuous  din- 
tier  concluded  the  festivities  of  the  occasion;  at  this  time,  by  permission  of  his 
Excellency,  "Pulling  Point"  received  tho  name  of  Point  8hirley.  From  that 
period  Point  Shirley  has  been  uoted  for  its  good  cheer,  and  the  most  fastidious 
epicurean  can  be  served  with  an  unsurpassed  v  ariety  of  choice  game,  and  bo 
provided  with  the  most  roro  and  delicious  of  tho  finny  tribe. 
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1754.  Here  lyes  the  body  of  Mrs.  Margrctta  Ettcr,  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Peter  Ettor,  who  departed  this  life  May  the  1st,  1754, 
aged  30  years  and  6  months.1 

1761.  In  memory  of  Sarah  Marquand,  yo  wife  of  Peter  Mar- 
quand.    Sho  died  May  ye  31,  1761,  aged  81  years. 

1772.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Peter  Marquand,  who  diod  May  27, 
1772,  aged  86  years.    One  of  the  Pillars  of  this  Church. 

1782.  In  memory  of  Sarah  Cleverly,  wife  of  Mr.  Benjamin 
Cleverly,  who  died  July  26,  1782,  aged  70  years. 

1789.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Cleverly,  who  died  July 
3d,  1789,  in  ye  78  year  of  his  age. 

1793.  John  Cleverly,  who  died  May  12,  1793,  aged  42  years. 

1794.  In  memory  of  Joseph  Cleverly,  2d,  who  died  October 
27, 1794,  in  the  55  year  of  his  age. 

1798.  Mrs.  Molly  Cleverly,  widow  of  Mr.  Joseph  Clevorly, 
2d,  who  died  November  8,  1798,  aged  57  years. 

1773.  Erected  in  memory  of  Dr.  Henry  Turner,  who  diod 
Jan.  21,  1778. 

1808.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Zachariah  Marquand  Thayer,  who 
dopartod  this  life  May  24,  1808,  aged  50. 

Lament  me  not  as  you  pass  by, 

As  you  are  now  so  onco  was  I, 
As  I  am  now  so  you  must  bo, 

All  llesb  is  mortal  you  may  soo. 

1809.  In  memory  of  Arthur  Pickering,  Esq.,  of  the  Island 
of  St.  Croix,  who  departed  this  life  April  17,  1809,  aged  28. 

1815.  In  memoriam  Jieverendi  Gnlielmus  Clark,  cujus  cineres  sub 
hoc  cajtide  sunt  depositi,  olim  quibusdum  Minis  apttd  DedJium.  Min- 
ister  Episcopulis  at  pro  annis  pluribus  ab  officio  sacerdoti,  per  cor- 
poris injirmitatis  exclusus  moles  lias  varias  el  dolor  es,  per  vitam 
sustinuit  prov&ndentiae  diviae  aubmissus,  et  in  spe  ad  vitam  eternam 
resurrectiones  beatae.  Obit.  Nov.  die  IV.,  A.  D.  MDCCGXV.,  JEt. 
LXXV. 

1.  Mrs.  Ettor  was  tbo  wife  of  Mr.  Voter  Ettor,  wbo  was  ono  of  tho  Glints 
Company  that  settled  at  Gormautown,  and  was  a  ■looking-  weaver  by  trado. 
Mr.  Etter  was  ongagod  by  the  Provincial  Govorument  at  the  time  of  the  arrival 
of  tho  German  Protostaut  emigrants  as  an  interpreter.  He  also  took  quito  an 
active  part  in  tho  town  affairs  of  old  Braiutree  during  the  Revolutionary  period, 
and  was  quito  sovercly  censured  for  his  royalistic  sympathies.  Mr.  Etter  sur- 
vived his  wife  soino  years. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CKMKTKKIK8. 


145 


1772.  Here  lies  buried  -the  body  of  Mrs.  Eleanor  Clark, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Richard  and  Mrs.  Mary  Clnrk  of  Milton,  who 
died  May  yo  27,  1772,  aged  27  years. 

Here  mingles  with  its  Kindred  Karth, 

The  Body  of  Manlius,  Son  of 
Lucius  Manlius  and  Mary  Sargent. 

Horn  January  27th,  A.  D.  1824. 
Died  July  3d,  A.  D.  1825. 

**  Suffer  little  children  and  forbid  them  not  to  como  unto  me, 
for  of  such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven." — Matt,  xix.,  14. 

"  To  God  who  gave,  thy  spirit  I  resign , 
Of  all  I  loved,  thy  dust  alone  In  mine. 
Go,  little  child,  Immauuel's  promise  share, 
A  aainted  mother  wait*  her  offspring  there; 
A  Saviour  rails,  then  go  my  darling  boy, 
Unsullied  yet,  and  free  from  life's  alloy." 

The  old  Miller  tomb  is  still  kopt  in  good  condition  by  tho 
family.  In  this  rcccptaclo  of  tho  dead,  Dr.  Miller,  the  first 
Rector  of  tho  Church,  was  entombed,  as  also  have  been  many  of 
his  descendants.  The  old  Boise  nnd  a  number  of  other  tombs 
arc  to  be  found  in  this  venerated  churchyard,  but  the  ravages  of 
time  have  so  erased  the  inscriptions  upon  them  that  they  are 
now  illegible.  We  venture  a  hope  that  these  inscriptions  on  tho 
old  tombs  may  bo  renewed. 


1873.  [Within  the  Episcopal  Church,  at  the  right  of  the 
altar,  a  tablet  has  been  erected  to  the  memory  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Miller,  bearing  the  following  inscriptions :] 

"Tiiby  Rkrt  prom  thbir  Labors,  and  tueir  Works  do 
Follow  tuku." 

In  memory  of 
REV.  EBENEZER  MILLER,  S.  T.  D., 
First  Rector  of  the  Church, 
Son  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  [Belcher]  Miller ; 
Born  at  Milton,  June  20,  1703. 
Received  into  Holy  Orders  as  Deacon,  at  London,  June  29, 1726 ; 
Ordained  as  Priest  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  July  9,  1727  ; 

20 
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Appointed  Missionary  for  Braintrce,  New  England,  by  the 
Society  for  propagating  the  gospel  in  foreign  parts, 
August  26,  1727. 
Entered  upon  his  ministry  over  this  church,  Dec.  25,  1727  ; 
And  died  Feb.  11,  1763,  after  faithful  service  as  a  pastor  of 
More  than  thirty-five  years. 

Also  of  MARTHA,  his  wife, 
Daughter  of  Thomas  Mottram,  of  Addlethorp,  in  the 
County  of  Lincoln,  England. 
Married  at  the  church  of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields,  Westminster, 

November  16,  1726, 
And  diod  at  Braintree,  [Quincy,]  October  28,  1755, 
In  the  fifty -second  year  of  her  age. 

This  tablet  is  erected  by  their  great-grandson,  Charles 
Edward  Miller,  August,  A.  D.  1873. 

Semper  Paratus. 


HALL  CEMETERY. 


"  Then  gentle  bauds  their  'duat  to  dust'  consign; 
With  quiet  tears  their  simple  rites  ore  said ; 
And  here  they  sleep,  till,  at  the  trump  divine, 
The  earth  and  ocean  render  up  their  dead." 

In  June,  1841,  the  following  persons,  viz :  Justin  Spear, 
Joseph  French,  Samuel  Ela,  Solomon  Willard,  William  I).  Gray, 
Asa  S.  Johnson,  Frederick  A.  Trask,  George  II.  Locke,  John 
Long,  Matthew  Carroll,  and  Michael  MtKcndrick,  desiring  to  bo 
organized  as  a  corporate  body  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  suit- 
able ground  to  establish  a  rural  cemetery  in  West  Quincy,  peti- 
tioned John  M.  Gourgas,  Esq.,  to  issue  a  warrant  to  legally 
organize  the  association.  The  meeting  was  held  at  the  time 
specified,  and  proper  rules  and  by-laws  adopted,  and  the  officers 
chosen. 

This  burial  ground  is  located  on  Cemetery  street.  The  land 
was  given  by  the  late  James  Hall,  (a  wealthy,  generous  bachelor 
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who  resided  on  Adams  street,)  and  was  appropriately  laid  out 
and  adorn <'<1  by  Mr.  Willard,  and  was  consecrated  in  the  fall  of 
the  same  year.  This  cemetery  is  pleasantly  situated  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  quarries. 

Mr.  Hall  had  unbounded  confidence  in  Mr.  Willard,  and,  after 
the  cemetery  was  laid  out,  the  latter  suggested  to  him  that  an 
iron  fence  for  the  front  was  needed.  He  inquired  what  it  woidd 
cost.  Mr.  Willard  replied,  "  About  a  thousand  dollars."  Mr. 
Hall,  jocosely  remarking,  "You  got  the  land,  and  now  you  want 
the  money,"  gave  him  the  desired  amount. 

In  this  rural  depository  of  the  dead,  some  few  years  after  it 
had  been  laid  out,  Mr.  Willard  raised  the  "  Hcjcctcd  Column," 
intended  for  the  New  York  Exchange,  weighing  over  thirty 
tons.  It  was  removed  by  himself  and  four  men,  with  the  aid  of 
his  machinery,  a  distance  of  more  than  forty  rods,  and  erected 
in  the  centre  of  the  cemetery  as  a  monument,  and  it  forms  a 
most  conspicuous  and  impressive  object  in  the  ground.  This 
remarkable  shaft  was  erected  as  left  by  the  workmen.  Mr.  Wil- 
lard deposited  in  its  top  a  complete  set  of  stouc-c titter's  tools. 

This  beautiful  garden  cemetery  makes  a  lit  resting-place 
for  the  hewers  of  stone  and  artistic  workers  of  monumental 
granite,  whose  sculptured  monuments  adorn  and  perpetuate  the 
last  resting-place  of  man. 


CATHOLIC  CKMKTEKY. 


"  Earth's  tombs  nro  doors  to  heaven ;  its  graves 
Ty|tc«  of  thoao  fluctimtiL  wave* 
That  bear  yon  on  to  fulncwi  ami  to  blhw." 

Before  the  Catholics  of  Quincy  had  purchased  a  burial-ground 
for  the  interment  of  their  dead,  they  were  accustomed  to  de- 
posit tho  remains  of  their  departed  friends  in  the  Bunker  Hill 
Catholic  Cemetery,  at  Charlcstown.  This  long  distance  being 
very  inconvenient,  they  concluded,  in  1841,  to  purchase  a  tract 
of  land  for  a  Parish  Church  and  Churchyard.    After  examining 
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several  pieces  of  ground,  they  decided  to  secure  a  lot  of  Mr. 
James  Hall,  in  West  Quincy,  on  what  is  now  Cemetery  street, 
(at  that  time  Cemetery  street  was  not  constructed.)  They 
immediately  prepared  the  ground  for  burial  purposes.  In  Sc|>- 
tembcr,  1842,  the  cemetery  was  consecrated  with  due  solemnity 
by  Bishop  Fenwiek,  who  began  the  services  with  the  blessing  of 
the  water  with  which  the  ground  was  to  be  asperged. 

In  closing  the  recitation  of  his  earnest  and  appropriate  prayer, 
he  urged  the  Children  of  the  Church  to  resolve  to  bo  good  and 
virtuous,  and  with  CJod's  help  to  act  upon  that  resolve,  so  that 
when  their  bodies  were  brought  to  this  holy  consecrated  ground, 
their  souls  would  be  in  peace  ;  and  when  the  living  came  there 
they  should  never  forget  to  offer  up  a  prayer  for  the  souls  of  the 
departed. 

The  Churchyard,  becoming  too  small  to  accommodate  the  in- 
creasing number  of  burials,  required  an  increase  of  land,  which 
was  purchased  of  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Robertson  in  1853  ;  and  some 
few  years  ago  another  addition  was  made,  by  purchasing  the 
estate  of  the  late  Garret  Harry,  adjoining  the  church.  This 
ploasant  cemetery  now  contains  about  eight  or  nino  acres. 


MOUNT  WOLLASTON  CEMETERY. 


"  I  now  shall  bo  peopled  from  llfo's  busy  sphere; 
Yo  tuny  roam,  but  tho  onil  of  your  journoy  i»  horo. 
I  ahull  call!  I  shall  call!  ami  tho  many  will  MOM 
From  the  heart  of  your  crowds  to  so  peaceful  a  homo; 
The  great  and  the  good,  and  the  young  and  tho  old, 
In  death's  dreamless  slumbers  my  mansions  will  hold. 

"  And  sweetly  secure  from  all  pain  they  shall  He, 
Where  the  dews  gently  fall,  and  still  waters  are  nigh; 
While  tho  birds  sing  their  hymns,  amid  air-harps  that  souud 
Through  tho  bouglis  of  tho  forest-trees  whispering  around, 
And  flowers,  bright  as  Edon's,  at  morning  shall  spread, 
And  at  eve  drop  their  leaves  o'er  the  slumberer's  bed!  " 

For  several  years  it  had  been  found  that  the  old  cemetery  on 
Hancock  street  had  become  too  small  and  crowded,  and  that  it 
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was  a  public  necessity  that  some  other  place  should  bo  provided 
by  the  town  for  a  burial-ground. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting,  held  in  March,  1854,  the  follow- 
ing committee  was  chosen  to  select  a  proper  site  for  a  cemetery, 
and  report  to  the  town  at  the  adjourned  meeting,  viz: — William 
S.  Pattee,  Israel  W.  Munroe,  Washington  M.  French,  George 
White,  and  Wyman  Al>ercrombie.  This  committee,  after  due 
consideration,  came  to  the  conclusion  to  take  a  new  departure 
in  selecting  a  site  for  a  depository  of  the  dead.  Instead  of  pro- 
curing some  narrow,  contracted  barren  waste,  where  neither 
tree,  shrub,  nor  flower  would  grow,  they  desired  to  obtain  a  tract 
which  would  combine  all  the  essentials;  capaciousness,  natural 
beauty,  and  other  requisites  for  a  rural  or  garden  cemetery; 
which  would  be  more  congenial,  and  in  harmony  with  the  natu- 
ral affeetions  for  their  kindred  and  friends.  The  committee 
after  having  visited  several  tracts  of  land  within  the  limits  of 
the  town,  to  select  a  site  possessing  all  the  desirable  requisitions 
for  a  cemetery  of  the  charaeter  proposed,  finally  decided  that  a 
portion  of  the  town's  farm  lying  on  Sea  street,  given  to  the 
town  by  the  generous  and  beneficent  William  Coddington,  pos- 
sessed more  of  the  natural  advantages  for  this  purjwse  than  any 
other  that  had  come  to  their  view. 

At  the  adjourned  April  meeting,  the  committee  reported  that 
they  had  selected  as  a  site  for  a  cemetery,  that  portion  of  the 
town's  farm  lying  on  the  westerly  side  of  Sea  street,  containing 
25  acres,  1  quarter,  15  rods.  This  report  was  accepted  and 
adopted.  An  appropriation  was  made  which  enabled  the  new 
committee,  chosen  at  this  meeting,  to  prepare  about  one-half  of 
the  land  accepted,  for  immediate  interments. 

Mr.  Brims,  Superintendent  of  Forest  Hill  Cemetery,  kindly 
volunteered  his  services  to  lay  out  the  prine.ip:i)  avenues.  No 
man  possessed  to  a  greater  degree  the  practical  good  taste  for 
laying  out  ami  embellishing  rural  grounds  than  he. 

The  committee  visited  Mount  Auburn,  Forest  Hill  and  other 
modern  cemeteries,  and  concluded  to  lay  this  out  on  the  same 
principle  and  plan,  by  subdividing  the  land  into  avenues,  paths 
and  lots.  Mr.  Luther  IJriggs  of  Dorchester  was  engaged  to  sur- 
vey and  stake  out  the  lots  and  paths.    The  lots  were  to  contain 
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300  superficial  square  feet,  (the  s:imc  as  iu  Mount  Auburn); 
avenues  for  carnages,  16  feet;  paths,  5  feet,  and  a  border  of  five 
feet  on  all  the  paths,  avenues  ami  between  the  lots.  This  gave 
a  proper  and  convenient  space  to  adorn  and  suitably  embellish 
the  paths  and  lots. 

The  cominitteo  after  inclosing  the  ground,  laying  out  the  lots, 
and  constructing  the  m:iin  avenues  and  paths,  found  that  their 
appropriation  was  inadequate  to  purchase  trees,  shrubs  and  flow- 
ers to  adorn  the  cemetery,  concluded  rather  than  exceed  the 
appropriation,  to  let  it  pass  over  for  another  year. 

The  granite  gateway  was  designed  by  Mr.  Hriggs,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  committee,  who  selected  the  Gothic  in  pref- 
erence to  the  Egyptian,  considering  it  more  appropriate,  as  it 
presented  a  more  cheerful  and  brighter  aspect  than  the  Kgyptian, 
with  its  dark,  sombre  and  uncheerful  look.1 

The  gate  was  constructed  by  Charles  R.  Mitchell,  at  a  cost  of 
♦1,867.00.    The  wall,  by  Luke  Hideout,   for  $1,109.00.  The 


1.  "  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  tho  Egyptian  style  in  most  appropriate  to  a 
Christian  burial-place.  It  certainly  has  no  connection  with  our  religion.  In 
iU  characteristics  it  is  anterior  to  civilization,  and  therefore  is  not  beautiful 
in  itself. 

"  No  one  will  deny  the  superiority  of  the  Grecian  in  inero  point  of  beauty. 
But  more  than  this,  Egyptian  architecture  reminds  us  of  the  religion  which 
called  it  Into  being,— the  most  degraded  and  revolting  paganism  which  over 
existed.  It  is  the  architecture  of  embalmed  cats  and  deified  crocodiles  ;  solid, 
stupendous,  and  time-defying,  we  allow  ;  but  associated  iu  our  minds  with  all 
that  is  disgusting  and  absurd  in  superstition. 

"  Now  there  is  certainly  no  place,  not  even  (he  chiireh  itmrif,  whore  it  is  more 
desirable  that  our  religion  should  bo  present  to  the  mind,  than  the  cemetery, 
which  must  be  regarded  either  as  the  end  of  all  things,— the  last,  melancholy , 
hopeless  resort  of  perishing  humanity, — the  sad  and  fearful  portion  of  man, 
which  is  to  involve  body  and  soul  alike  in  endless  ni^ht;  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
as  a  gateway  to  a  glorious  immortality,— the  passage  to  a  brighter  world,  whose 
splendors  beam  even  upon  the  dark  chambers  of  the  tomb.  It  is  from  the  very 
brink  of  the  grave  where  rest  iu  eternal  sleep  the  mortal  remains  of  those 
whom  wo  have  best  loved,  that  Christianity  speaks  to  us,  in  its  most  trium- 
phant, soul-exalting  words,  of  victory  over  duuth,  and  a  life  to  come.  Surely, 
then,  all  that  man  places  over  the  tomb  should,  in  a  measure,  speak  the  same 
language. 

"The  monuments  of  the  burial-ground  should  remind  us  that  this  is  not  our 
final  abode;  ttiey  should,  as  far  as  possible,  recall  to  us  the  consolations  and 
promises  of  our  religion."— North  American  lioviuw. 
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fence,  $528.49.  The  total  cost  of  the  ccmotery,  at  its  final  com- 
pletion in  1866,  was  $4,200.74.  The  ground  was  divided  into 
577  lots.  The  price  of  lots  to  the  residents  of  the  town  was  to 
be  five  dollars. 

The  preparation  of  the  ground  had  become  so  far  advanced  in 
the  fall  of  1855,  that  the  committee  deemed  it  ready  for  the 
sacred  ceremony  of  consecration,  which  it  was  decided  should 
be  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1855,  but  not  without  consid- 
erable opposition.1    The  place  selected  for  the  exercises8  was 

1.  The  advent  of  tlie  Know  Nothing  Party,  (so-called,)  in  1855,  a  secret  polit- 
ical organization, whoso  avowed  principle*  were  strongly  auti -Catholic,  and  who 
swept  tho  Rlrtto  and  town  like  a  whirlwind  for  two  or  three  yearn,  electing  their 
ofllcor*  with  largo  majorities,  revived  in  a  most  biltor  and  hostilo  manner  a 
strong  opposition  lo  the  Catholic*.  Ro  powerful  wan  this  antagonistic  sentiment 
at  this  time,  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Committee  on  the  Mount  Wollaston 
Cemetery  were  opposed  to  its  consecration,  as  it  was  a  Popish  custom  andought 
not  to  be  tolerated.  Notwithstanding  this  opposition,  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee concluded  to  havo  tho  ground  consecrated  and  ahido  thn  consequences. 
Many  were  so  prejudiced  in  thoir  views  that  they  o|ieuly  declarod  that  tho 
granite  gateway  ought  to  he  demolished  ltocauso  it  hail  a  cross  carved  upon  it, 
and  ono  of  tho  leaders  of  this  faction  was  a  member  of  the  Hoard  of  Selectmen. 

2.  OKOBK  Of  KXRHCISKS  AT  TUB  CONSRCIIATION  OK 

MOUNT  WOLLASTON  CEMETERY,  NOVEMBER  1st,  1855. 


I.    INVOCATION,— llv  Hkv.  1).  I*  Okaii. 

II.  HYMN. 

"To  thee,  O  God,  in  humhle  trust, 
Our  hearts  their  cheerful  iupense  burn, 

For  this  thy  Word,  'Thou  art  of  dust, 
And  unto  dust  shall  thou  return. 

"  And  what  were  life,  life's  work  all  done, 
Tho  hopes,  joys,  loves,  that  cliug  to  clay ; 

All,  all  departed,  one  by  one, 
And  yet  life's  load  borne  on  for  aye! 

'*  Decay!  decay!  'tis  stamped  on  all, 
All  bloom  in  flower  and  flesh  shall  fade; 

Ye  whispering  trees  when  yo  shall  fall, 
lie  our  long  sleep  lionoath  your  shado. 
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under  the  old  buttonwood  tree,  near  Maple  Avenue.  The  day 
was  a  beautiful  one,  and  nature  had  attired  herself  in  the  fulness 
of  her  crimson  autumnal  beauty;  the  gentle  southerly  wind 
made  the  out-door  exercises  agreeable  and  pleasant. 

The  first  lots  were  sold  at  auction,  for  the  right  of  choice,  May 
5th,  1856.1 

Tt  was  found  in  1870,  that  the  lots  in  the  new  cemetery  had 

nearly  all  been  taken  up,  and  that  an  addition  to  it  was  required 

to  meet  the  increased  demands  for  interments.    This  led  the 

citizens  to  call  a  town  meeting  September  20th,  1870,  to  consider 
—   T  .  

"  Here  to  thy  bosom,  mother  earth, 
Take  back  in  peace  what  thou  hast  given, 

Aim)  all  that  is  of  heavenly  birth, 

O  (Soil,  in  |ieaco,  recall  to  lie* Veil . " — 1  'l KtUH) NT. 

m.    INTRODUCTORY  REMARKS,— By  William  S.  I'attkk. 

IV.  PRAYER,— By  Rkv.  W.  W.  Dkan. 

V.  ADDRESS, — By  Rkv.  Nkijm»n  OLAHK. 


VI.  HYMN. 


'*  Home  of  the  coming  dead ! 
The  spot  whereon  we  tread 

Is  hallowed  ground : 
Here  earth,  in  sacred  trust, 
8ball  hold  their  sleeping  dust, 
Until  her  bonds  they  burst, 
And  rise  unbound. 

"  Here  shall  the  weary  rest, 
And  souls,  with  wous  opprcssM, 

No  more  sluill  weep; 
And  youth  and  at{0  shall  come, 
And  beauty  iu  her  bloom, 
And  manhood,  to  the  tomb; 

Sweet  be  their  sleep! 


"  Around  their  lowly  bed 
Shall  Howers  thoir  frag  rune 

And  birds  shall  sing; 
On  every  verdant  mound 
Ixtve's  offering  shall  be  found, 
Anil  sighing  trees  around 
Their  shadows  Ming. 

"  And  there's  a  holier  light! 
Hope,  with  her  ta|»er  bright, 

'  in  every  tomb, 
Points  upward  to  the  sky, 
There  every  lear  is  dry. 
There  is  no  mourner's  sigh, 
Nor  death,  uor  gloom.' ' 


VII.  BENEDICTION. 

1.  May  0,  1K5G.  Number*  370  and  540  were  the  first  disposed  of,  anil  the 
Hon.  Charles  V.  Adams  wits  the  purchaser,  at  five  dollars  each.  Mr.  Holt,  No. 
322,  at  six  dollars;  Mr.  Hall,  No.  Hi,  at  six  dollars;  Mr.  Dow,  No.  240,  at  five 
dollars  and  fifty  cents;  Mr.  Whiting,  No.  15,  at  six  dollars;  Mr.  Cudworlh,  No. 
270,  at  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  Mr.  Flint,  No.  271,  at  five  dollars  and  fifty 
cents;  Mrs.  Boltenhouse,  No.  100,  at  seven  dollars.  These  were  all  the  lots 
■old  at  this  time. 
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tho  question  of  enlarging  the  ground.  It  was  found  at  this 
meeting,  aftor  a  candid  consideration,  that  an  extension  was 
immediately  demanded.  In  accordance  with  this  fact  the  town 
voted  unanimously  to  make  tho  addition,  and  a  committee  was 
chosen  to  directly  surround  it  with  a  proper  enclosuro,  and  pre- 
pare the  ground  for  burials.  This  was  accomplished  in  about 
one  year,  increasing  the  number  of  lots  from  577  to  1,007. 

It  appears  by  the  action  of  the  town  that  in  five  years  time 
from  the  last  extension  the  ground  had  become  too  limited  for 
burial  purposes,  as  a  committee  was  chosen  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  annexing  tho  almshouse  land,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  street,  to  the  cemetery ;  also  to  report  whether  the  pro- 
visions in  this  gift  of  land  to  the  town  by  Mr.  Coddington  had 
been  complied  with.  We  have  been  unablo  to  find  that  tho 
committee  has  ever  reported  on  the  question.  When  the  rational 
system  of  cremation  supersedes  the  present  custom  of  burials, 
large  tracts  of  land  will  not  be  required  for  cemeteries. 

The  question  of  premature  burials  1  seems  not  to  have  been 
agitated  in  this  country  to  any  extent;  certniuly  it  lias  not 
been  investigated  with  that  care  and  attention  that  it  "has  re- 

I.  "  The  precautions  used  In  Frankfort  cemetery  against  unliappy  accident* 
of  this  kind  are  simple,  and  in  the  event  of  reanimatlon  would,  I  imagine,  be 
found  effectual.  The  body  is  first  conveyed  to  the  Cliapel,  where  the  funeral 
service  is  read  by  a  clergyman  of  tho  religion  of  the  individual  accounted  as 
dead;  it  is  then  removed  to  a  sepulchral  chamber,  where  a  lamp  is  kept  always 
burning.  Tho  lid  of  the  coffin  is  taken  off,  and  upon  the  top  of  each  of  the 
fingers  and  thumbs  of  the  shrouded  figure  ore  placed  small  bells,  or  rather, 
indeed,  thimbles,  to  which  are  attached  wires  communicating  with  n  bell,  which 
sounds  upon  tlio  slightest  movement  of  oithor  of  the  hands.  In  the  adjoining 
room,  attendants  who  relieve  each  other  at  reguloted  hours  during  the  day  and 
night,  watch  for  the  sound  of  this  bell.  An  apparatus  Is  in  the  attendants' 
chamber,  which  is  contrived  to  show  whether  in  the  night-time  any  of  them 
may  have  slumbered  even  for  a  moment! 

"  I  do  not  know  whether  I  rightly  understood  the  explanation  given  to  us  of 
this  machine;  but  I  behove  the  attendant  was  obliged  to  wind  it  up  every  five 
minutes,  and  if  he  failed  to  do  so  it  would  of  itself  register  his  omission  on  a 
dial  to  which  he  had  no  access.  The  thimblos,  moreover,  easily  slipped  off,  so 
that,  as  it  was  his  duty  frequently  to  visit  the  sepulchral  chamber,  be  would  at 
once  perceive  whether  any  movement  of  the  hand  had  occurred,  which  might 
have  failed  to  set  the  bell  in  motion.  If  no  sign  of  returned  life  has  exhibited 
itself  within  o  certain  number  of  days,  then  tho  sexton  takes  chargo  of  the  body, 
and  doposits  it  in  tho  grave  already  prepared  for  it" 
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coivod  in  European  countries,  perhaps  for  the  reason  that  prorna- 
ture  interments  have  not  been  so  fully  proved  to  be  a  fact  as 
they  have  in  and  on  the  Continent  of  Europe.  In  Germany 
they  have  become  so  well  convinced  that  premature  burials  have 
taken  place  from  deep  lethargy  or  suspended  animation,  that 
great  care  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  such 
an  unfortunate  circumstance. 


BRAINTREE  CEMETERY. 


At  what  time  the  old  cemetery  on  Elm  street,  Braintree,  Was 
established,  we  have  no  precise  knowledge,  but  the  epitaph 
placed  on  the  old  tomb  of  the  first  wife  of  Rev.  Samuel  Niles, 
would  make  it  appear  to  have  been  about  1716,  as  it  is  stated  in 
this  inscription  that  she  was  the  first  person  buried  in  this  ground. 
It  seems  a  little  singular  that  a  depository  for  the  dead  was  not 
selected  at  an  earlier  period  in  Braintree,  or  the  South  Precinct 
as  it  was  called  at  that  time,  for  the  church  was  organized  there 
in  1707,  and  this  precinct  at  that  time  contained  seventy  families, 
or  within  two  as  many  families  as  the  North  Precinct.  The  nine 
years,  from  1707,  the  time  the  church  was  gathered,  to  1716, 
when  the  first  burial  was  made  in  this  ground,  must  have  been  a 
healthy  period  for  this  part  of  old  Braintree,  or  the  inhabitants 
of  the  South  Precinct  preferred  to  inter  their  dead  in  the  old 
Hancock  Cemetery  in  Quincy ;  and  many,  no  doubt,  buried  their 
friends  on  their  estates  or  in  private  localities. 

INSCRIPTIONS  IN  TUB  KLM  STltKBT  OBMBTBRY. 

1716.  Here  lies  the  very  pious  and  excellently  well  accom- 
plished Mrs.  Elizabeth  Niles,  wife  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Niles 
of  Braintree,  and  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Peter  Thacher  of 
Milton,  who  died  the  10  of  February,  1716,  and  in  yo  33d  year 
of  her  age  ;  and  was  the  first  buried  in  this  burying-place. 

1732.  Here  lies  interred  ye  remains  of  Mad.  Ann  Niles,  con- 
sort of  Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Niles,  who  lived  an  example  of  virtue 
and  prudence,  and  an  ornament  to  her  family.  Died,  peculiarly 
lamented,  Oct.  25,  1732,  in  the  52  year  of  her  ago. 

The  Memory  of  the  Just  is  Precious. 
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Sic  Transit  Gloria  Mundi. 

1702.  Here  lies  interred  y*  remains  of  y*  Rev.  Samuel  Nilcs. 
He  was  born  May  1,  1674;  took  his  first  degree  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege, 1699  ;  ordained  pastor  of  y«  2d  church  of  Christ  in  Brain- 
tree,  May  y°  23,  1711 ;  took  his  second  degree,  1759;  continued 
his  public  ministerial  labours  to  y°  Inst  Sabbath  he  lived,  and 
departed  this  life  May  1,  1762,  in  y®  firm  belief  of  those  great 
doctrines  of  grace  which  he  had  faithfully  preached  and  publicly 
defended. 

Tho  nweet  remembrance  of  the  Just, 
Shall  flourish  when  he  sloope  in  dust 

1816.  Hot.  Kwa  Weld.  Horn  in  Pomfrct,  Connecticut,  Juno 
13,1736;  graduated  at  Yale  College,  1759;  ordained  to  the 
ministry  in  Braintree,  Nov.  17,  1764;  died  January  16,  1816, 
aged  80  years.1 

Erected  by  his  Children. 
1774.   July  10,  1774,  aged  31,  in  the  full  assurance  of  hope, 
departed  this  life  Mrs.  Anna  Weld,  consort  of  the  Rev.  Ezra 
Weld. 

1778.  In  memory  of  tho  pious  and  exemplary  Mrs.  Hannah 
Weld,  2d  wife  to  the  Rev.  Ezra  Weld,  and  2d  daughter  to  tho 
late  Daniel  Farahara,  Esq.,  of  Newburyport,  who  obt.  March  31, 
1778,  aged  27. 

1789.  In  memory  of  Deacon  James  Pcnniman,  who  departed 
this  life  May  22,  1789,  aged  80. 

1796.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Dorcas  Penniman,  widow  of  James 
Penniman,  who  died  Oct.  14,  1796,  in  the  85  year  of  her  age. 

Now  within  thin  solemn  tomb, 
Let  this  mortal  form  decay, 
Mingle  with  its  kindred  clay. 


1.  Rev.  Mr.  Weld  was  quite  unfortunate  in  bis  family  bereavement*.  It  ap- 
pear* by  tho  record  thnt  ho  publicly  announced  hie  intention  of  marriago  flvo 
time*.  This  was  tben  the  cuntoni,  and  when  they  were  publicly  posted  in  the 
meeting-house  the  young  people  on  the  Sabbath  would  flock  to  the  bulletin,  to 
see  who  were  to  bo  the  victims  of  matrimonial  felicity  or  infelicity.  By  careful 
investigation  of  the  records,  however,  it  would  seem  that  the  contracts  were 
only  fulfilled  by  tho  marriago  of  four  of  them.  The  fifth,  (as  she  was  living,) 
must  have  fallon  from  gTaoe  by  breach  of  contract,  or  the  lady  may  not  have 
desired  to  enjoy  ministerial  honors  by  becoming  united  to  this  elderly  clergyman. 
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1770.  Here  lies  buried  the  body  of  Ruth  Pcnnimnn,  wife  of 
Mr.  William  Penniman,  who  departed  this  life  Aug.  17,  1776,  in 
the  70  yoar  of  her  age.  Who  was  mother  of  fifteen  ehildren, 
ten  sons  and  five  daughters. 

1776,  1780.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Edmund  Sopor, 
and  Eunice,  his  consort.  Obt.  27  Sept.,  1776,  jKi.  45 ;  ubt. 
January  3,- 1786,  JFa.  51.    Obt.  of  the  children  of  the  deceased  : 

1774.    Miss  Eunice  Soper,  obt.  Sept.  24,  1774,  aged  13. 

1782.    Mrs.  Betsey  Crosby,  obt.  July  28,  1782,  aged  27. 

1784.    Mr.  Theopilus  Soper,  obt.  3  May,  1784,  aged  22. 

1789.  Miss  Martha  Soper,  obt.  5  May,  1789,  aged  15. 

1790.  Mr.  Jesse  Curtis  Soper,  obt.  16  August,  1790, 
aged  22. 

1801.    Mrs.  Fanny  Uoardman,  obt.  Dec.  23,  1801,  aged  22. 

1708.  Captain  Richard  Faxon,  who  died  May  5th,  1768,  in 
the  82  year  of  his  age. 

1769.  In  memory  of  Ann  Faxon,  wife  of  Captain  Richard 
Faxon,  who  died  October  16,  1769,  in  the  82  year  of  hor  ago. 

1772.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Hichard  Faxon,  who  died  Aug.  28, 
1772,  agod  52  years. 

1774.  Here  reposes  the  mortal  part  of  Mrs.  Relief  Faxon, 
wife  of  Mr.  James  Faxon,  who  left  this  state  of  suffering  Jan. 
14,  1774,  JEt.  51  years. 

Softly  her  dying  head  she  lay 

Upon  her  mother's  breast; 
Her  maker  calls  her  soon  away, 

And  here's  her  llesh  at  rest. 

1797.  Here  reposes  the  mortal  part  of  Mr.  James  Faxon, 
who  left  this  state  of  suffering  June  21,  1797,  Mi.  76  years.1 

Blest  in  the  promised  seed,  supremely  blest, 
His  ransomed  soul  entered  into  rest; 
Now,  insolence  of  pride  and  priestly  spite 
8hall  strivo  in  vain  to  rob  his  right. 


1.  Mr.  Faxon  was  excommunicated  from  the  church,  and  his  indignation  for 
this  transaction  ho  appears  to  have  carried  to  his  grave,  as  the  above  sentiment 
shows.  Mr.  Faxon  was  grandfather  of  tho  late  Job  Faxon  of  this  town,  and 
great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Henry  II.  Faxou. 
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1773.  Here  lies  interred  Capt.  John  Hayward,  who  departed 
this  life  Sept.  14,  1773. 

Stop  here,  my  friend,  and  out  an  eje, 
An  you  are  now  no  onco  was  I ; 
Ax  I  am  now  so  you  must  bo, 
Prepare  for  death  and  follow  mo. 

1775.   In  memory  of  Ebcnezer  Hayward,  aged  28  years. 

1775.  In  memory  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Hayward,  aged  19  years. 
Both  died  Feb.  3d,  1775.  (These  two  inscriptions  are  on  one 
totub-stoiic.) 

1813.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Daniel  Parsons  Hayward.  Diod 
Sept.  27,  1813,  aged  72  years. 

1825.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Lois  Hayward,  wife  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Parsons  Hayward,  who  died  March  2d,  1825,  aged  73  years. 

1705,  1770.  In  memory  of  Mr.  Ebcnezer  White,  and  his  wife, 
Lydia  White.  Mrs.  Lydia  White  departed  this  life  June  27, 
1705,  in  the  08  year  of  her  age.  Mr.  Ebcnezer  White  departed 
this  life  July  11),  1770,  in  the  87  year  of  his  age. 

1772.  In  memory  of  Mr.  William  White.  He  died  March 
15,  1772,  in  the  55  year  of  his  age. 

• 

My  loving  friends,  as  you  pass  by, 
On  my  cold  grave  pray  coat  an  eye; 
In  this  dark  place  jou'U  quickly  be, 
Prepare  for  death  and  follow  mo. 

1776.  Ill  memory  of  Samuel  White,  who  departed  this  Hfo 
29  March,  1770,  in  the  50  year  of  his  age. 

Indulgent  world,  I  bid  adieu; 
Farewell,  dear  friends,  farewell  to  you; 
No  mortal  kindred  can  I  show, 
To  any  creature  here  below. 

1778.  In  memory  of  Capt.  Thomas  White.  Ho  died  March 
18,  1778,  in  the  48  year  of  his  age. 

1794.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  lluth  Wild,  wife  of  Capt.  Silas 
Wild,  who  died  Jan.  12,  1794,  in  the  01  year  of  her  age. 

1807.  In  memory  of  Capt.  Silas  Wild,  who  died  Sept.  30, 
1807,  aged  71  years. 

1780.  Here  lies  interred  the  body  of  Benjamin  Hayden,  who 
died  May  the  14,  1730,  in  tho  53d  year  of  his  age. 
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1751.  Hero  lies  the  body  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Thayer,  wife  of 
Kphraim  Thayer.  Deceased  Aug.  19,  1751,  aged  79  years,  5 
months.1 


1.   Verses  ou  the  death  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Thayer,  written  in  the  year  1751,  by 


Edward  Chesman,  Braintree: — 

Good  people  all,  I  pray  attend, 

To  what  I've  got  to  say, 
Conoerniug  ono  that's  dead  and  gone, 

Death  summon'd  her  away. 

An  ancient  handmaid  of  the  Lord, 

The  wife  of  Ephraim  Thayer, 
Who  lately  from  ns  has  i 
1 1  will 


This  person,  now  of  whom  I  write, 
Is  worthy  of  our  prniso;  [dlod, 

With  God  she  walked,  in  Christ  she 
She  sprung  from  goodly  race. 

Her  grandfather,  he  was  a  man 

Who  did  the  truth  reveal ; 
And  to  defond  Christ's  kingdom  great, 

He  burned  with  holy  seal. 

Like  holy  Abraham  of  old, 

Loft  land  and  kindred  all, 
Ami  wandering  up  and  down,  he  wont 

Wherever  God  did  call. 

From  old  England  he  did  come  o'er, 
Where  heathen  did  possess, 

For  to  enjoy  religion  pure, 
And  God  this  man  did  bless:— 

And  made  him  once  a  ruler  hero, 

I  Ail'  s  not  forgot  his  fame; 
Ho  lived  above  tho  ago  of 

John  Aldkn  was  his  i 


|  8he  wedded  was  in  youthful  days, 
To  Mr.  Ephraim  Thayer; 
He  lived  a  good  religious  life,— 
This  truth  I  can  declare. 

They  loviugly  together  lived, 

And  never  did  provoke- 
But  like  two  lambs  they  did  agree, 
And  both  pulled  in  one  yoke. 

The  time  sho  lived  a  married  life, 
Was  flfty-iiino  years  and  uioro; 

Tho  whole  time  of  her  pilgrimage, 
lacked 


Her  other  grandfather  elder  was,* 
In  Braintreo  church  of  old; 

He  lived  an  holy,  honest  life, 
To  his  praise  lot  it  bo  told. 

Also  her  fathor  was  a  man 
Who  lived  to  good  estate; 

Ho  lived  an  honest,  holy  life, 
And  died  a  hopeful  saint. 

•Deacon  Samuel  Bass  was  indeed 
and  votes  were  given  for  1dm,  for 
Mr.  Hancock,  in  his  centennial 
and  Mr.  Basa  rofusiug,  tho  lot  fell 


Also  she  was  a  fruitful  vine, 
The  truth  I  may  relate,— 

Fourteen  was  of  her  hotly  born, 
And  lived  to  man's  estato. 


From  these  did  spring  a 

One  hundred  thirty-hoo ; 
Sixty  and  six  each  sex  alike, 
As  I  declare  to  you. 

And  many  of  them  went  to  war, 

Tho  enemy  to  suppress, 
And  all  returned  safe  home  again; 
Tho  Lord  this  race  did  bless. 

And  one  thing  more  remarkable, 

Which  hero  I  shall  record: 
She'd  fourteen  children  with  her, 
At  tlio  tablo  of  her  Lord. 

Now  the  time  comes  that  she  must  die, 

God  calls  his  handmaid  home ; 
Sho  obeys  his  vole©  most  cheerfully, 
Saying,  Blessed  Lord,  I  como. 

Then  sending  for  her  children  all, 

And  counsel'd  them  aright, 
For  to  obey  Jehovah's  call, 
And  servo  the  Lord  of  might 

a  caudldato  for  the  office  of  ruling  elder, 
Brackett,  and  for  Mr.  Kinsley,  but 
pogo  23,  says,  "  I  suppoBO  Mr.  Bracket* 
Mr.  Kinsley." 
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1752.  Here  lies  the  body  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Thayer,  2d.  Died 
January  the  3d,  1752,  in  the  77  year  of  hia  age. 

1768.  In  memory  of  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Thayer,  who  died  Dec. 
28,  1768,  aged  59. 

1759.  In  memory  of  Caleb  Thayer,  who  died  Nov.  29,  1759, 
in  the  44  year  of  his  age. 

1782.  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Lieut.  David  Holbrook,  who 
died  March  26,  1782,  in  the  66  year  of  his  age.  Also  three  of 
his  sons: 

1793.    Caleb,  died  j^arch,  1793,  Ml.  27. 
1795.    MoflCfl,  died  Aug.  27,  1795,  Ml.  84. 
1797.   Jonathan,  died  May  12,  1797,  Ml.  46. 

Come  listeu  and  attend,  the  father  and  his  friends 

Uq  sleeping  in  the  dnst; 
Both  yoong  and  old  forsake  yonr  sins, 

For  you  must  follow  as. 

1873.  In  memory  of  Richard  Salter  Storrs,  D.  D.,  born  at 
Longmeadow,  Mass.,  February  6th,  1787;  ordained  pastor  of 
the  first  church  in  Braintrce  July  3d,  1811 ;  died  at  Braintrec 
August  11,  1873,  in  the  eighty-seventh  year  of  his  age,  and  the 
sixty-third  year  of  his  pastorate. 

"  Father,  I  will  that  they  also  whom  thou  hast  given  me,  be 


And  having  ended  thus  her  work, 

Mer  breath  she  did  resign ; 
Into  thy  hands  I  do  commend, 

This  spirit,  Lord,  of  mine. 

Her  weepiug  friends  stood  round  her 
Closed  up  her  eyes  of  clay ;  [bed, 

Then  for  ber  funeral  did  prepare, 
In  dust  they  did  her  lay. 

Could  you  have  seen  the  numerous  race 

That  did  for  her  lament; 
Tlio  number  more  than  Jacob  hod, 

When  down  to  Kgypt  went. 


The  nineteenth  of  August  she  did  die, 
Seventeen  hundred  fifty-one; 

Her  body  here  in  dust  doth  lie, 
Her  soul  to  rest  has  gone. 

Good  people  all,  attend  the  call, 

In  her  decease  of  late; 
And  walk  with  God  as  site  hath  done, 

And  ho^will  bless  your  state. 

O,  strive  to  live  religious  lives. 

And  not  like  Balaam  vile, 
Desire  to  die  a  righteous  death, 

And  live  a  life  defiled. 


Good  people  all,  both  far  and  near,  So  fare  you  well  her  numerous  race, 

Count  it  a  heavy  frown,  These  few  lines  I  do  pen, 

When  God  ennds  his  messenger,  death,  That  you  may  seek  Jehovah's  face, 

To  cut  the  righteous  down.  And  serve  the  I>ord.  Anion. 

These  lines  are  here  itcrpotuated,  more  on  account  of  tho  historical  facts 
therein  contained,  than  tho  style  in  wbioh  they  are  composed. 
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with  mo  whcro  I  am ;  that  they  may  behold  my  glory,  which 
thou  hast  given  me." — .John  17  :  24. 

A  reverent  student  of  the  Scripture,  and  eloquent  preacher ; 
an  affectionate  pastor ;  a  devout  christian,  honored  among  the 
churches  for  his  wisdom  in  counsel  and  his  fervent  zeal  in  all 
good  works  ;  tenderly  beloved  by  his  people,  most  of  all  by  his 
own  household,  the  Inst  text  on  which  he  preached  the  lesson  of 
his  life,  and  shows  the  sure  ground  of  his  victorious  hope  in 
death : — 

"  Fear  not,  little  flock,  for  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure 
to  givo  you  tho  kingdom." — Luko  12 :  82. 

1818.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah  S.  Storrs,  consort  of  Rev.  R. 
S.  Storrs.  Born  at  Huntington,  N.  Y.,  March  14,  1783 ;  married 
April  2,  1812 ;  died  at  Braintroc,  April  0,  1818,  aged  25. 

1884.  In  memory  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Storrs,  consort  of  Rev.  R. 
S.  Storrs.  Born  at  Charlestowu,  Mass.,  Dec.  12,  1786 ;  married 
Sept.  16,  1819;  died  at  Braintree,  July  10,  1834,  aged  47.  • 

1874.  [The  tomb-stone  to  Dr.  Storrs'  third  wife  has  not  as 
yet  been  erected,  but  is  now  in  preparation.  The  following  in- 
scription, to  bo  cut  upon  it,  was  kindly  furnished  mo  by  a  friend 
of  the  family  :] 

Ann  Stebbens  Storrs,  died  August  27,  1874,  aged  80  years. 

1833  In  memory  of  the  Rev.  Charles  B.  Storrs.  Born  at 
Longmeadow,  Mass.,  May  23,  1794;  became  first  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  Ravenna,  Ohio,  1822;  first  Professor  of 
Christian  Theology  in  Western  Reserve  College,  Ohio,  1828 ; 
first  President  of  the  saino  institution  August,  1830;  died  at 
Braintree,  Mass.,  Sept.  15,  1833,  aged  39. 

Rev.  Samuel  Nilcs  has  recorded  that  in  eleven  years,  or  be- 
tween the  years  1716  and  1727  inclusive,  one  hundred  persons 
were  buried  in  this  ground. 

There  are  other  public  cemeteries  in  Braintree.  The  principal 
ground  for  interment  at  the  present  time  is  located  on  Pond 
street.  The  town  has  also  set  apart  a  plot  of  ground  for  tho 
burial  of  the  town's  poor  on  Plain  street.  But  the  interments 
in  this  depository  of  the  dead  have  not  been  devoted  exclusively 
to  the  poor,  as  many  persons  in  the  neighborhood  of  better  cir- 
cumstances have  had  their  friends  interred  here,  and  a  number 
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of  fine  tomb-stones  adorn  this  plebeian  cemetery.  There  are 
several  private  cemeteries  in  the  town  for  the  convenience  of 
local  communities. 


RANDOLPH  CEMETERY. 


Tlio  following  account  of  the  Randolph  Cemetery  is  from  Dr. 
A  Men's  communication  to  the  Randolph  Transcript,  in  1857. 

"The  first  burying  place  in  Randolph  wns  the  northerly  part 
of  the  cemetery  in  North  street.  The  land  was  presented  to  the 
inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  by  James  Bagley,  who  is  supposed  to 
have  been  one  of  the  earliest  emigrants.  This  fact  is  ascertained 
from  a  memorandum  of  Rev.  Mr.  Niles,  whose  pastorate  at  that 
time  extended  over  the  present  towns  of  Randolph  and  Brain- 
tree,  both  being  then  included  within  the  limits  of  the  South 
Precinct  of  the  ancient  township. 

"  Tbc  precise  dato  of  opening  this  ground  is  unknown,  but 
was  probably  in  1716.  The  record  of  Rev.  Mr.  Niles  informs  us 
that  up  to  the  seventeenth  of  October  of  tho  following  year, 
only  three  persons  had  been  buried  there.  Their  nnmcs  were 
M  follows,  viz:— The  mother-in-law  of  Samuel  Bagley;  Mrs. 
Niles,  the  second  wife  of  Benjamin  Niles,  who  was  cousin  to  tho 
minister;  and  Edmund  Littleficld,  Junior."  Up  to  1727,  only 
twenty-three  persons  had  been  interred  here,  which  were  the 
following,  including  the  three  above  enumerated  : — Mrs.  Spear, 
the  wife  of  Ebcnezcr's  son,  Oct.  17,  1717 ;  a  child  of  John  Niles, 
June  6;  a  child  buried  January  3,  1718 ;  a  child  of  Edmund 
Littleficld,  April  3,  1718;  the  wife  of  Joseph  Spear,  March  24, 
1719;  Nathaniel  Littlefield's  child,  March  29,1720;  a  child  of 
Daniel  Thayer,  July  19,1720;  William  Linlield's  child,  March 
21,  1721;  a  child  of  Nathaniel  Spear,  Oct.  29,  1724;  sister  of 
Samuel  Niles,  Sept.  5,  1724 ;  cousin  Benjamin  Niles,  Feb.  27, 
1725;  wife  of  Dccring  Spear,  March  13,  1725;  child  of  Christo- 
pher Dyer,  March  24,  1725  ;  wife  of  Ebenezcr  Spear,  April  10, 
1725  ;  child  of  Moses  Thayer,  May  27,  1725;  Christopher  Dyer's 
child  ;  child  of  David  Eamcs,  Dec,  1725 ;  wife  of  Nathaniel 
Littleficld,  March  10,  1720;  child  of  Samuel  Bagley;  Moses 
Thayer,  Sept.  4,  1727. 

22 
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"  The  private  records  of  Rev.  Mr.  Niles  relate  a  case  of  re- 
markable family  bereavement  and  death,  which  is  probably 
without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  town,  or  perhaps  in  the 
State.  It  is  as  follows :  *  I  shall  here  note  something  remark- 
able concerning  cousin  John  Niles,  commonly  called  Cooper 
John  Niles,  of  the  upper  precinct  in  Braintrco;  relating  to  his 
death  and  sundry  of  his  near  relatives,  iii  the  month  of  May, 
1752.  First,  he  died,  the  seventh  of  May,  1752;  second,  his 
wife  died,  May  tenth ;  third,  his  brother  Ebcnezcr  died,  May 
twelfth ;  fourth,  his  son  Peter  died,  May  fourteenth  ;  fifth,  his 
son  Nathan  died,  May  fifteenth  ;  sixth,  his  sister  Clark  died, 
May  seventeenth.    Sho  was  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Clark.' 

"  This  statement  is  corroborated  by  the  town  records  : — 4  So 
that  he,  his  wife,  his  brother  and  sister  and  his  two  sons,  heads 
of  families,  all  died  in  the  compass  of  ten  days,  of  the  mortal 
fever,  (so  called  at  that  time,)  and  prevailed  in  this  town  and 
others.'  They  were  all  buried  near  together  in  this  Randolph 
Cemetery,  and  small  granite  headstones,  rudely  carved,  mark 
the  place  of  their  sepulture." 

There  arc  other  Protestant  cemeteries  in  Randolph  besides 
this,  thsit  are  in  use  at  the  present  time;  also  a  Catholic  ceme- 
tery. In  llolbrook,  which  was  formerly  East  Randolph,  a  pleas- 
ant, commodious  and  incorporated  cemetery  is  to  be  found. 


We  have  endeavored  to  make  a  correct  transcription  of  the 
older  epitaphs,  (not  the  late  ones,)  in  the  Qtlilicy  and  liraiutrec 
cemeteries;  still,  no  doubt,  errors  will  be  found,  as  many  of  the 
stones  are  overgrown  with  moss,  and  6»ich  have  been  the  ravages 
of  time  that  many  of  the  inscriptions  arc  nearly  obliterated,  and 
very  difficult  to  decipher.  In  several  eases  wo  have  referred  to 
the  town  records  to  verify  doubtful  points.  Even  in  investiga- 
ting the  records  we  have,  in  numerous  instances,  been  unable  to 
get  the  desired  information,  as  we  have  found  a  discrepancy  of 
from  one  to  three  years  between  the  epitaphs  on  the  stones  and 
the  records,  as  to  age  and  the  time  of  death,  and  we  were  not 
able  to  state  which  was  right.  Therefore  gravestones  cannot 
always  be  relied  upon  in  collecting  geneological  knowledge; 
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neither,  as  singular  as  it  may  seem,  do  they  always  indicate  the 
]>lncc  where  the  person  was  buried.1  Especially  is  this  the  case 
in  the  old,  crowded  cemeteries,  as  many  families  desire  to  have 
their  Friends  interred  together,  and  if  they  find  some  extinct 
family  or  an  obscure  gravestone  comes  in  their  way,  would  re- 
move them  to  some  other  place ;  and  to  my  knowledge  has  this 
occurred  several  times  in  the  Hancock  Cemetery.  There  appears 
to  be  an  error  in  the  inscription  on  the  Adams  tomb,  as  it  is 
there  made  to  appear  that  IJraintrcc  was  incorporated  in  1639, 
by  the  following  part  of  the  inscription,  taken  from  the  tomb- 
Hlone:  "Mr.  Adams,  one  of  the  original  proprietors  in  the  town- 
ship of  Brain  tree,  incorporated  in  the  year  1039."  The  record- 
ed evidence  states  that  liraintreo  was  incorporated  May  13th, 
1G40.  It  is  quite  evident  that  Mr.  John  Adams,  when  he  wrote 
this  inscription,  got  the  incorporation  of  the  town  mixed  with 
the  organization  of  the  church,  which  was  in  1639.  In  this  eccle- 
siastical period  of  the  Colonial  History,  the  organization  of  the 
church  was  of  as  great,  if  not  greater  importance  than  the 
incorporation  of  the  town. 

Inscriptions  on  tomb-stones,  to  inform  the  world  of  personal 
virtues  and  heroic  deeds,  are  of  ancient  origin  ;  these  and  hiero- 
glyphics were  extensively  used  by  the  old  Egyptians  thousands 
of  years  before  Christ,  and  have  been  of  great  assistance  to 
Wilkcn8on,  LepHiis,  Davis  and  other  archaeologists,  in  writing 
the  remote  history  and  antiquities  of  Egypt  and  old  Carthage. 
They  also  were  in  use  by  the  Greeks  until  forbidden  by  Lycur- 
gus,  except  to  his  heroes  who  died  in  battle.  Since  the  stern  and 
iron  age  of  this  old  Grecian,  wit,  humor,  sarcastic  burlesque,  and 
various  sentimental  sentiments  have  been  exhausted  on  monu- 
mental marble  and  stone.  M  Voltaire  wrote  epitaphs  on  birds, 
Hy ron  and  Pope  on  dogH,  while  Trior  demolished  the  pretensions 
of  Westminster  Abbey  in  four  lines  :" 

"  Nobles  and  herald*,  by  your  leave, 

Hero  lies  what  once  was  Matthew  Prior; 
The  son  of  Adam  and  of  Eve, 
Can  Stuart  or  Nassau  claim  higher?  " 

1.  Veneration  for  these  old  grave-stones  will  hardly  allow  us  to  suggest  that 
they  may  somotimcM  point  to  a  falsehood,  and  that  the  first  lino,  "  Here  lie$," 
engraved  upon  many  of  them,  may  be  the  most  truthful  part  of  the  inscription. 
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The  first  church,  and  the  first  public  house,  were  established 
the  same  year.  Hoth  in  1630;  one  for  the  spiritual,  ami  the 
other  for  the  physical  comforts  of  man.  June  Cth,  1039,  Martin 
Sanders,  the  first  landlord  in  Hraintree,  was  licensed  as  an 
innholdcr,  and  May  13th,  1G40,  received  a  license  to  "  draw 
wine."  The  colonists,  in  their  restrictions  for  the  sale  of  spirit- 
uous liquors,  were  not  so  prohibitory  as  they  wens  in  regard  to 
the  sale  and  use  of  tobacco,  which  was  forbidden  under  a  pen- 
alty of  two  shillings  and  six  pence.1  Mr.  Sanders  was  a  man  of 
some  note  in  the  town,  having  been  Selectman,  and  also  held 
many  other  prominent  positions  relating  to  the  management  of 
town  affairs.  Tho  inventory  of  his  estate  give9  the  penury  of 
the  public  houses  of  that  day.* 

1.  "  It  is  ordorod,  That  noo  p'son  that  keeps  an  ordinary  shall  tako  ahovo 
VId.  a  meal©  for  u  p'son,  &  not  above  Id.  for  an  ale  quarto  of  Injure,  out  of 
moale  tyme,  vndcr  tho  penalty  of  Xs.  for  eny  offence,  cith'r  of  dyet  or  bearo. 

"Likewise,  That  victnlars,  or  keep*  of  an  ordinary,  shall  not  suffer  any  to- 
bacco to  bo  taken  in  their  bowses,  vndcr  the  jionaUy  of  Vs.  for  eny  ofTuuco,  to 
be  payde  by  tho  victulor,  &  XI  Id.  by  the  p't'y  that  takes  it. 

"Further,  It  is  onlorod  that  noo  p'son  shall  tako  tobacco  publiipiely,  vndcr 
tho  ponalty  of  lis.,  VId.,  nor  privately,  in  his  owno  huwao,  or  in  tho  howse  of 
another,  before  strangers,  &  that  two  or  more  shall  not  toko  it  together, 
anywhere,  vnder  the  aforesaid  penalty  for  eny  offence." 

2.  This  appraisement  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  tho  landlord  of  tho  first  inn 
in  It  rain  tree,  fully  illustrates  tho  poverty  of  tho  times  in  household  furuituro, 
and  tho  customary  utensils  for  culinary  purposes.  Knives  and  forks  were  not 
in  use  at  this  time;  a  few  pewter  dishes  answered  for  tho  modern  crockery  ware; 
as  little  was  known  of  ceramics;  feather  beds  woro  expentdvo  aud  not  in  com- 
mon use.  The  principal  bods  woro  what  woro  called  tlock  beds,  or  bod*  iillod 
with  Hocks  of  sheep's  wool.  Three  bedsteads,  four  chairs,  aud  an  ordiuary  table 
made  up  the  priucipal  furniture  of  this  old  iun. 


Waring  apparel, 
Liunings, 
ffether  boulaters, 


£  s.  p. 

8  0  0 

7   4  0 

2  15  0 


Digitized  by  Google 


ruBLio  houses. 


1G5 


After  the  death  of  Mr.  Sanders,  which  occurred  in  1658, 
Mr.  John  Mills  received  authority  to  establish  a  house  of  enter- 
tainment in  Braintree.  This  was  the  second  public  house  in 
the  town,  and  was  located  on  the  westerly  side  of  Hancock 
street,  about  two  hundred  feet  south  of  the  junction  of  Canal 
street  with  it.  Air.  Mills,  who  succeeded  his  father  in  business, 
petitioned  the  Governor  and  Council,  in  1710,  for  a  remittance 
of  his  fine  for  selling  ** drink"  without  a  license.  In  later  times 
this,  house  was  known  as  the  Ben  Faxon  House.  It  was  con- 
sumed by  fire  May  24th,  1843,  with  two  other  dwelling-houses, 
one  stable  and  two  shops.    This  was  the  greatest  GOllflltgnittOII 
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which  ever  occurred  in  Quincy  as  regards  the  number  of  build- 
ings destroyed,  but  the  loss  was  not  near  as  much  in  the  amount 
of  value  as  that  by  many  other  fires,  especially  by  the  destruc- 
tive fires  of  1875,  which,  for  their  number  and  the  loss  of  prop-  . 
erty,  were  the  greatest  the  town  has  ever  experienced. 

Mr.  Mills  was  captain  of  tho  military  company,  and  also 
deputy  to  tho  General  Court,  and  his  tavern  was  the  noted 
public  house  of  that  day.  It  was  in  this  locality  that  the  three 
public  institutions  of  the  town  were  situated,  the  church,  school 
house  and  tavern,  all  within  a  stone's  throw  of  each  other. 

Mr.  Whitney,  in  his  History  of  Quincy,  relates  that  tho  second 
public  house  was  kept  on  Penn's  Hill  by  a  Mr.  Pcnniman.  We 
are  of  an  opinion  that  it  may  have  been  the  third,  although  we 
have  not  found  any  record  that  a  public  inn  was  kept  here  ; 
still  very  probably  one  might  have  been  located  on  -this  side  of 
the  hill,  not  far  from  where  the  residence  of  Mr.  Henry  Hard- 
wick  now  stands.  The  relics  of  an  old  cellar  are  still  pointed 
out  as  the  location  of  this  public  house.  The  Pcnnimans  resided 
in  this  neighborhood,  as  Joseph  bought  an  estate  in  this  vicinity, 
>  as  early  as  1075,  of  Mr.  William  Penn,  after  whom  the  hill  was 

named.  Mr.  Penn  1  was  one  of  the  first  benefactors  to  the  town, 
having  made  by  his  will  bequests  to  the  church,  schools,  the  first 
school  teacher,  and  the  poor  of  the  town. 

The  next  house  that  we  have  been  able  to  find  was  established 


1.  Mr.  William  Bonn  was  a  resident  of  Huston  at  the  time  he  made  his  will, 
and  in  this  instrument  his  desire  was  i  li.it  his  remains  should  lie  hurled  in 
Druintree,  in  tho  burying-phico. 

"Item, — I  give  unto  the  church  of  Brantry  two  pounds,  the  one  half  in 
money  and  the  other  half  in  country  pay.  (This  country  pay  was  prohahly 
in  produce,  as  was  the  custom  of  the  times.)  I  give  unto  the  use  of  the  schools 
of  the  town  of  Brantry  ten  pounds,  one  half  iu  money  and  the  other  half  in 
country  pay.  I  give  to  Deacon  Tompson,  of  Brantry,  two  pounds  in  silver;  and 
to  his  son  Edward  I  give  two  jioiinds  in  money.  J  give  to  Mr.  Benjamin 
Tompson,  (who  wjis  tho  first  school  master,)  fourty  shillings  in  money,  and  to 
every  one  of  his  children  now  living  fourty  shillings  apiece  in  silver.  I  give 
to  Stephen  Pain  of  Brantry,  whome  I  inado  overseer  of  my  revoked  will,  two 
pounds  in  silver;  and  his  son  Stephen  two  pounds  thereof,  half  in  silver,  the 
other  half  in  country  pay.  I  give  to  the  poor  people  in  Brautry  three  cows. 
And  I  order  that  all  legacies  shall  he  paid  within  eighteen  months. 

"  Sworn,  Feb.  14,  1088-9." 
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by  Mr.  Thomas  Crosby  about  1739.  In  this  house  Daniel  Al- 
len, the  Indian,  died.1  Its  location  seems  to  have  been  uncer- 
tain. Mr.  John  Adams,  in  his  diary,  says  it  was  situated 
"exactly  ten  miles  from  town,"  (meaning  Boston,)  which 
location  has  for  yoars  been  designated  by  a  stone  po*t  placed  in 
the  wall  in  front  of  the  late  Lemuel  Brackets  estate,  on 
Hancock  street.  Mr.  Whitney  relates,  in  his  History  of  Quincy, 
that  it  stood  near  the  house  formerly  owned  by  Mr.  Peter 
Boylston  Adams,  on  Adams  street,  now  in  possession  of  Mr. 
Rice.  We  shall,  in  a  note,  give  the  bounds  of  this  estate,  as  it 
was  at  the  time  Mr.  Crosby's  executors  sold  the  property  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Bass,  and  let  the  readers  locate  it  for  themselves.3  We 

1.  It  hns  been  claimed  that  tbo  Colonial  and  Provincial  Government  dis- 
played a  spirit  of  great  inhumanity  towards  the  Indians,  but  in  this  instance 
they  seem  to  have  exhibited  a  very  liberal  and  humane  act  toward  a  suffering 
Indian. 

"  To  hi*  Excellency/  William  Shirley,  Governor  ami  C«/»t.  Gcneralin-Chic/c  in 
and  over  hit  itajettie'a  Province  of  the  MamtrhtuetU  Day  in  Nrto  Enr/land, 
and  to  his  MajtMic't  Conncill  in  Councilt  A**cmblcd  :  Fob.  S,  1743. 

"  William  Hunt,  John  Adams,  and  Eboncxer  Copeland,  Selectmen  of  Drain-  • 
tree,  Humbly  Showolh,— That  Daniel  Allen,  an  Indian  man  who  hath  no  sot- 
tied  inhabitant  iii  any  town  in  this  Province,  and  who  had  been  some  consider- 
able time  in  tho  government's  service  in  the  quality  of  a  soldier  at  Fort'Georgo 
Eastward,  under  the  command  of  Benjamin  Eurabec,  was,  during  his  being  in 
said  service,  rendered  so  infirm  that  said  Ear  ra bee  discharged  him  his  said 
service  on  8o[»t.  4,  1741,  upon  which  he,  having  some  friends  at  the  Cape, 
directed  his  course  that  way;  but  so  it  happened  ho  had  travelled  so  far  and  his 
infirmities  increased  so  fast,  that  he  was  unable  to  travcll  farther,  and  on  De- 
cember 2,  1741,  ho  thon  being  at  tho  house  of  Thomas  Crosby  in  Brain  tree,  said 
Crosby,  by  direction  of  tho  Selectmen  of  said  Town,  took  care  of  him,  and  he 
continued  there  in  a  very  languishing  condition  for  ten  weeks,  wauling  throo 
days,  and  dyed;  during  which  time  the  necessary  expences  in  waiting  aud  other 
attendance,  with  his  funeral  charges,  amounted  to  four  pounds,  eleven  shillings, 
and  seven  pcuco  half  penny.  Now,  inasmuch  as  the  charge  aforesaid,  that  has 
arisen  Ui  tho  town  *fufO*Uil,  on  account  of  said  Daniol  Allall,  in  a  chargo  that 
properly  belongs  to  the  Province  to  pay,  your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray 
your  Excellency  and  Houor  to  give  full  directions  in  the  premises,  as  to  law 
and  justice  appertaining.  And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever 
pray.  COL.  JOSEPH  GOOCH,  for  petitioners; 

And  also  deputy  for  the  town." 

Allowed,  £1,  11s.,  7d.-Mass.  Arch. 

2.  Mary  Crosby,  widow  of  Thomas  Crosby,  and  Jonathan  his  son,  of  Boston, 
a  mariner,  executors  of  tho  estate  of  the  lalo  Thomas  Crosby,  bargained  and 
sold  to  Samuel  llass,  Jr.,"for  78  pounds,  several  parcels  of  laud.    Ouo  pleco  of 
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are  very  confident  that  Mr.  Whitney'B  statement  is  correct,  and 
that  the  Crosby  house  stood  hi  the  neighl>orhood  of  the  late 
Peter  B.  Adams'.  Mr.  Bracken's  estate  could  not  at  that  time 
have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Crosbys,  as  this  estate  was 
then  the  southerly  boundary  of  the  Hancock  lot,  and  in  the 
possession  of  a  Mr.  Beals. 

Mr.  Crosby  seems  to  have  been  a  timid  porson,  and  afraid  to 
visit  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  renewing  his  license,  on  account 
of  the  small  pox  being  there ;  which  neglect  put  him  to  consid- 
erable trouble  to  procure  one.1 

In  1759  Mr.  Crosby  died,  and  his  wifo  Mary,  and  Jonathan  his 
son,  of  Boston,  a  mariner,  were  appointed  his  executors.  They 
disposed  of  the  old  tavern  to  Samuel  Bass,  Jr.  Mr.  Bass  con- 
tinued to  carry  on  this  place  as  a  house  of  entertainment.2 

Previous  to  Mr.  Bass  commencing  business,  Mr.  James  Brack- 


four  acres,  bounded  as  follows,  viz:— Southerly  on  laud  of  Joseph  Crosby;  east- 
erly on  laud  of  Edmund  Quiucy ;  westerly  on  laud  set  off  to  tho  widow  Crosby; 
northerly  on  laud  of  gran  tut;.  Tho  other  pieces  of  laud  ap|>onr  not  to  have,  been 
q   connected  with  tho  tavern  lot. 

1.    "7b  his  Honor  Spencer  Phips,  Lieut.  Governor  and  Comtnatuler-in- 

Chirf:  Dec.  21,  1752. 

"Tho  memorialist,  Thomas  Crosby  of  II  rain  try,  in  tho  County  of  Suffolk, 
humbly  sheweth,— 

"That  he  hath  kept  a  public  Tavern  in  said  Drantry,  on  tho  Road  loading 
from  Boston  to  Plymouth,  for  many  years  last  past,  as  ho  apprehends  to  the 
General  acceptance  of  Travellers.  But  it  so  happened  that  the  Small  Pox  iu 
Huston,  in  July  last  past,  which  was  Liconsc  Court  timo  in  said  County,  and  for 
some  other  reasons,  ye  memorialist  did  not  Ueuew  his  license  again;  but  so  it 
is,  may  it  Please  your  Honor,  that  thuro  is  no  Tavern  near,  and  many  of  Ids  old 
Customers  who  Travel  I  said  Uoad  complain  that  they  can't  be  Interlaced,  and 
have  Repeatedly  solicited  your  memorialist  again  to  keep  a  Tavern  in  his  DOW 
Dwelling-house  iu  said  lirantry.  Therefore  your  memorialist  prayos  your 
Honor  or  Honors,  That  the  Justice  of  tho  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  tho 
] 'oil co  fur  tho  Couuty,  at  their  next  term  may  bo  iui|iowered  to  grant  tho  memo- 
rialist a  License  to  keep  a  Tavern  iu  said  lirantry,  tho  timo  by  law  being 
elapsed  Notwithstanding."— Mass.  Arch. 

2.  "  7b  his  Excellency  T/ioinas  Powell,  Esq.,  Governor  ami  Commatulcr-in- 
Chief: 

"  Your  memorialist  Humbly  Sheweth,—  Apr.  11,  175U. 

"That  Mr.  Thomas  Crosby  was  Licensod  by  the  Court  of  General  Sessions  of 
the  Peace  for  tho  Couuty  of  Suffolk,  to  be  an  Innholder  iu  the  town  of  Ilrain- 
tree,  for  about  twenty  years  past,  and  was  so  for  tho  current  year;  but  said 
Crosby  dyiug  a  few  months  since,  your  Petitioner  has  bought  the  House  aud 
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ett  had  constructed  a  largo  and  commodious  house  on  the  corner 
of  Elm  and  Hancock  streets,  for  a  public  hotel.  In  looking  over 
tho  old  almanacs,  before,  during  and  after  the  Revolutionary 
War,  we  find  in  the  tables  giving  the  list  of  the  stage  lines  "  to 
the  principal  Towns  on  the  Continent,1  from  Boston,  with  tho 
Names  of  those  who  keep  Houses  of  Entertainment,"  that  Mr. 
Brackett's  hotel  is  the  only  house  mentioned  in  Braintree.  From 
this  wo  infer  that  the  other  taverns  were  not  of  much  impor- 
tance, and  that  Mr.  Brackett's  house  was  the  fashionable  resort 
of  that  day.  Tho  first  house  was  taken  dowu,  and  in  1794-5 
the  present  one  erected  on  tho  site  of  tho  noted  old  Braokctt 
tavern.  There  is  no  doubt  that  on  this  site  a  hotel  was  kept 
for  a  longer  time  than  at  any  other  locality  in  town,  it  having 
been  occupied  as  a  tavern  upwards  of  a  century. 

This  house  was  discontinued  about  1835.  The  last  landlords 
were  Mr.  Downs  and  Mr.  Leonard,  who  kept  it  but  a  short  time. 
Mr.  Downs  attempted  to  carry  it  on  as  a  temperance  house,  but 
it  proved  a  complete  failure,  notwithstanding  his  noted  sign 
hung  out,  representing  by  inverted  rum  bottles  that  a  little  wino 
for  the  stomach's  sake  could  not  be  had  at  his  inn.  This  cstato 
was  sold  to  Mr.  Francis  Williams  in  183G,  who  had  tho  old  hotel 
remodeled  and  extensively  repaired.  The  property  is  now  in 
possession  of  his  son,  Mr.  John  S.  Williams. 

Mr.  John  Adams  began  tho  practice  of  law  in  Braintree  in 
1758.  In  17G1  he  found  that  the  small  lawyers  and  public 
houses  had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  were  kept  in  a  constant  broil.  .To  bring  about  a  reform 
in  this  matter  he  declared  open  warfare  upon  them,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  following  extracts  from  his  diary : 

"The  dirty  and  ridiculous  litigations  have  been  multiplied  in 
this  town,  till  the  very  earth  groans  and  the  flonos  cry  out.  Tho 
town  is  become  infamous  for  them  throughout  the  county.  I 
have  absolutely  heard  it  used  as  a  proverb  in  several  parts  of  tho 

Land  thoroto  belonging,  which  said  Crosby  improved  for  a  Tavern.  Therefore 
he  prayes  the  Court  for  a  license  to  continue  tho  business."— Mass.  Arch. 

].  The  continent,  according  to  the  almanac  of  that  day,  was  bounded  on  the 
south  by  Small  Carolina,  on  the  west  by  tho  Mississippi,  on  the  north  by  Cana- 
da, on  tho  east  by  the  Atlantic  ocean  and  tho  Eastern  Provinces  of  Great 
Britain. 
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Province,  4  As  litigious  as  Brain  tree.'  This  multiplicity  is 
owing  to  the  multiplicity  of  pettifoggers,  among  whom  Capt. 

II  is  one?  who  has  given  out  that  he  is  a  sworn  attorney 

till  nine-tenths  of  the  town  really  believe  it.  But  I  take  this 
opportunity  publicly  to  confront  him  and  undeceive  the  town. 
He  knows,  in  his  conscience,  that  he  never  took  the  oath  of  an 
attorney,  nnd  that  ho  daro  not  assume  the  impudenco  to  ask  to 
be  admitted.  He  knows  that  the  notion  of  his  being  a  sworn 
attorney  is  an  imposture  —  is  an  imposition  upon  this  town.  And 
I  take  this  opportunity  publicly  to  declare  that  I  will  tako  all 
legal  advantages  against  every  action  brought  by  him,  or  l»y 
Capt.  T  ,  or  by  any  other  pettifogger  in  this  town.    For  I 

•  am  determined,  if  I  live  in  this  town,  to  break  up  this  scene  of 
strife,  vexation  and  immorality. 

"  Discharged  my  venom  to  Billy  Veasey  against  the  multi- 
tude, poverty,  ill-government  and  ill-effects  of  licensed  houses, 
nnd  the  timorous  temper,  as  well  as  the  criminal  designs  of  the 
Selectmen  who  grant  them  approbation.    Hero  the  time,  the 

^  money,  tho  health  and  modesty  of  most  that  are  young,  and 
many  old,  arc  wasted  ;  here  disease,  vicious  habits,  bastards 

and  legislators  arc  frequently  begotten.    N  would  vote  for 

any  man  for  a  little  flip,  or  a  dram.  The  number  of  these  houses 
have  been  lately  so  much  augmented,  and  the  fortunes  of  tho 
owners  so  much  increased,  that  an  artful  man  has  little  else  to 
do  but  sccuro  the  favor  of  tavcrners,  in  order  to  secure  the 
suffrages  of  the  rabble  that  attend  these  houses,  which  in  many 
towns  within  my  observation  makes  a  very  huge,  perhaps  tho 
largest  number  of  voters." 

This  evil  continued  to  increase  until  it  culminated  in  active 
aggression  by  Mr.  Adams  in  1761,  he  having  an  article  inserted 
in  the  warrant1  for  a  town  meeting  to  decrease  tho  number  of 
licensed  houses  in  town,  and  through  personal  exertion  at  this 
meeting  ho  was  successful  in  accomplishing  this  much  needed 
reform. 

1.  "Secondly:— « To  consider  and  determine  upon  some  effectual  method 
whereby  to  reduce  the  number  of  licensed  houses  in  the  town,  as  it  is  thought 
the  present  number  are  unnecessary.' 

"  After  a  full  debate  upon  the  second  article  it  was,  by  a  groat  majority  of 
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A  public  house  was  kept  on  1 1  an  cock  street,  near  the  residence 
of  Col.  A.  13.  Packard  ;  first  by  Mr.  Cleverly,  who  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Marsh  in  1794.  Afterwards  Mr.  Arnold  kept  the  house 
until  1802. 

The  next  was  in  a  house  that  stood  on  the  site  where  Col. 
Packard's  house  now  stands.  Mr.  John  Newconib,  as  landlord 
and  proprietor,  opened  this  house  to  the  public  in  1803,  and  con- 
tinued as  its  landlord  until  about  1820.  At  one  time  Mr.  Hnydcn 
conducted  the  house  for  Mr.  Newconib.  It  was  at  this  public 
house  that  Josiah  Bcmis,  (icorgo  Steams  and  Michael  Wild,  tho 
three  worthy  Knights  of  the  Iron  Wedges,  resorted  in  l.XtW,  to 
enjoy  their  convivial  repast  on  that  memorable  Sabbath,  after 
having  achieved  the  remarkable  success  of  splitting,  for  the  first 
time,  a  large  stone  with  iron  wedges.  At  that  time  this  was  con- 
sidered a  great  and  important  event,  in  establishing  a  system 
that  would  enable  them  more  readily  and  expeditiously  to  work 
stone  for  building  and  other  purposes. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  a  public  ho^BC  was 
opened  on  the  westerly  side  of  what  is  now  Washington  street,  t 
on  Souther's  Hill,  where  now  stands  Mr.  John  H.  (iraham's 
house.  Mr.  Joseph  Baxter  was  its  host,  and  it  was  called  tho 
lien  Tavern.  It  is  related  that  it  derived  its  name  from  the 
following  incident : — 

Mr.  Baxter  was  one  of  the  old  patriots  of  the  early  part  of 
this  century,  and  a  great  admirer  of  tho  noble  American  bird, 
the  eagle.    After  having  selected  an  artist  to  executo  a  sign-  * 
board  for  his  house,  he  gave  him  particular  instructions  that  the 
American  eagle  should  be  represented  on  it.  In  duo  timo  the  ar- 


tlie  members  present,  voted:  That,  although  licensed,  houses,  so  far  as  they  are 
conveniently  situated,  woll  accommodated,  and  under  duo  regulation,  for  tho 
relief  and  entertainment  of  travellers  and  strangers,  may  be  useful  institutions, 
yet  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  present  prevailing  depravity  of  man- 
ners throngh  the  land  in  general,  and  in  this  town  in  particular,  and  tho  shame- 
ful neglect  of  religious  and  civil  duties,  so  highly  offensive  in  the  sight  of  God, 
and  injurious  to  tho  peace  and  welfare  of  society,  are  in  a  great  measure  owing 
to  the  unnecessary  increase  of  licensed  houses. 

"Then  voted:  That  for  the  future,  there  ho  no  person  in  this  town  licensed 
for  retailing  of  spirituous  liquors;  and  that  thoro  he  thrco  persons  only  ap- 
probated by  the  Selectmen  as  Inuholdcrs,  suitably  situated  in  each  precinct." 
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tiat  returned  with  the'  token  of  the  landlord's  occupation.  For 
this  occasion  Mr.  Baxter  invited  many  of  his  old  patrons  and 
friends  to  be  present,  and  partako  of  a  social  glass  in  honor  of 
this  event.  What  was  the  surprise  and  chagrin  of  the  company 
when,  on  viewing  the  sign,  they  discovered,  instead  of  the  proud 
American  eagle,  an  ordinary  hen  ? 

This  house  was  a  great  resort  for  the  gunning  fraternity.  Noro 
it  was  that  they  met  on  all  their  festive  occasions, — the  social 
balls  and  their  convivial  parties.  Some  fifty  years  ago  this  house 
was  discontinued. 

A  few  years  after  the  opening  of  the  Neponsct  turnpike,  the 
famous  Ncponset  Hotel  was  erected  by  Mr.  James  lirackctt. 
The  lumber  for  its  construction  was  brought  from  the  State  of 
Maine.  Tho  master-builder  was  Mr.  Apollos  Clapp  of  Dorches- 
ter. This  hotel  was  opened  to  receive  guests  by  its  landlord, 
Mr.  Abraham  Pierce  of  Roxbury,  in  1812,1  by  a  public  dinner. 
Amoin^  the  distinguished  invited  guests  who  were  present  on 

1.  There  having  beeu  so  much  controversy  ubout  tlio  time  of  tho  owning  of 
the  Noponset  Hotel  in  Quincy,  we  will  let  the  first  landlord  settlo  this  question 
by  tho  following  public  announcement,  marie  by  him  of  its  first  opening,  which 
appears  to  have  been  in  April,  1812,  at  tho  White  Oak  Grovo: 

"Nbi  onskt  Hotkl,  at  White  Oak  Grove. 

"  Allium  Pierce  tenders  his  thanks  to  tho  numerous  and  respectablo  visitants 
who  have  favored  him  with  their  custom  at  the  Hotel  lately  kept  by  him  at 
Roxbury.  At  the  same  time  ho  begs  leave  to  inform  tbo  Ladies  and  Geutlomeu 
of  Boston  and  its  vicinity,  that  ho  has  just  ojxmcd  that  neio,  spacious  and  com- 
motlious  Hotel  at  White  Oak  Grovo,  being  six  miles  from  tho  Capital,  and  has 
laid  iu  a  lnrgo  stock  of  iro  for  tho  uiiNidiiK  Hiiiiimor,  with  ovory  coiivoiiiouoo  to 
entertain  Ladies  and  Gentlomcn  iu  stylo.  Ho  lluttors  himself  that,  from  tho 
local  situation  of  the  place,  its  proximity  to  the  Capital,  the  boauty  of  the  road 
leading  thereto,  together  with  tho  convenience  in  warm  weather  of  riding  from 
tho  suu  after  meridian,  will  induce  many  to  visit  this  beautiful  place,  which 
nature  has  so  decorated  as  to  leave  nothing  for  Art  to  attempt.  It  is  on  tho 
road  to  Squantum,  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half.  Those  who  resort  to 
this  ancient  seat  of  amusement,  either  by  laud  or  by  water,  will  find  it  to  their 
advantage  to  contract  with  Mr.  Pierce  for  everything  necessary,  to  bo  delivered 
on  tho  spot,  conveniently  and  judiciously  arranged.  A  few  Gentlemen  Hoard- 
ers also  may  bo  accommodated. 

"  N.  B.  8hell  Fish  of  all  kinds,  as  well  as  every  other  kind  of  fish  known 
in  our  waters,  will  be  received  at  the  shortest  notice,  as  also  Turtles,  whenever 
they  can  bo  bought  in  tho  market,  and  dressed  in  tho  host  manner. "—Colum- 
bian Centinal,  April  29,  1812. 
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this  occasion  was  President  John  Adams.  Tho  noted  Jockey 
Club,  of  Boston,  held  their  social  meetings  here  from  1812  to 
1815.  By  them  was  established  the  one-mile  race  course  1  on 
Billings  Plain,  which  at  this  time  would  be  bounded  about  as  fol- 
lows, viz  : — On  tho  north  by  Atlantic  street ;  on  the  east  by  tho 
tide  waters  and  tho  Squantum  marshes ;  on  the  west  by  Hancock 
street,  and  partly  on  the  South  by  Squantum  street.  The  turf  • 
sports  wcro  witnessed  by  a  largo  concourse  of  people  from 
Quincy,  Boston  and  the  neighboring  towns.  Here  wcro  trotted 
tho  most  celebrated  blood  horses  of  that  day.  This  course,  how- 
ever, was  of  short  duration,  as  the  public  interest  in  horse-racing 
at  this  time  was  not  sufficient  to  mako  it  a  financial  success,  and 
it  was  discontinued  in  about  three  years.  Some  two  years  after, 
another  course  was  opened  in  the  samo  locality,  but  was  soon 
discontinued.  Besides  the  race  course  tho  annual  Pilgrims'  feast 
at  Squantum,  in  commemoration  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers,  brought  a  largo  concourse  of  people  to  this  hotel  on 
their  way  to  their  yearly  festival.3  In  1828,  tho  ofliccrs  and  crew 
of  tho  noted  United  States  Frigate,  Constitution,  engaged  tho 
entire  control  of  the  Ncponsct  House  of  its  landlord  for  three 

L  Wo  have  examined  tho  files  of  most  of  the  principal  newspaper*  of  Bos- 
ton,  during  the  period  of  years  from  1812  to  1815,  to  seo  if  we  could  find  out  if 
any  other  race  course  was  in  use  at  that  tirao  in  Massachusetts,  and  have  not 
heen  ahle  to  discover  that  there  was.  Wo  havo  also  made  extensive  inquiries  of 
many  persons  whom  wo  supposed  would  ho  ahlo  to  givo  tho  dosirod  information 
but  havo  received  tho  samo  nogativo  response  Therefore  wo  are  quito  confi- 
dent that  this  was  the  first  race  course  ever  established  in  Massachusetts. 

Killings  Plain  was  also  quito  notod  for  brigade  and  regimental  musters;  as  it 
was  on  this  plain  that  a  largo  number  were  held  during  the  first  half  of  tho 
present  century,  commencing  as  early  as  1804. 

2.  "The  Feast  of  Squantum  was  celobraled  on  Momlay  last  with  its  accus- 
tomed hilarity.  It  is  supitoscd  there  wore  from  WK)  U>  CM)  citizens,  from  town 
aud  country  present  Among  the  invited  guests  were  Gov.  Strong,  LL  Gov. 
Phillips,  Mr.  Secretary  Bradford,  Commodore  Bninbridgo,  llev.  Dr.  Morse, 
Hon.  Messrs.  Fisko,  Uico  and  Bartlctt,  ami  many  gentlemen  from  tire  Southern 
States.  On  His  Excellency's  retiring,  an  escort  was  formed,  under  Maj.  Quincy 
and  Capt  Phelps,  and  marshalled  by  Mr.  William  Tileston,  and  the  guests 
conducted  to  town,  followed  by  a  long  train  of  carriages  and  chaises.  The 
lioautiful  cutter  Washington,  John  Andrews,  Commander,  anchored  off  tho 
Point,  and  by  her  rei»catcd  and  well  adapted  liringB  addod  much  to  the  pleasure 
of  the  day."— Wookly  Messenger,  Aug.  28,  1812. 
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days,  and  held  a  highly  enjoyable,  convivial  and  social,  although 
not  a  very  reputable  pastime. 

Mr.  Andrew  Scaton,  in  1817,  succeeded  Mr.  Pierce  as  land- 
lord. Mr.  Tilly  Witcomb  followed  in  1818,  a  noted  host  of  tho 
old  Concert  Hall  of  Boston.  After  Mr.  Witcomb,  from  1820  to 
1822,  Mr.  Joseph  Tuttle  was  its  landlord,  and  was  very  popular 
•  with  the  guests  of  this  wayside  inn,  from  whence  he  went  to 
Dorchester,  and  became  the  proprietor  and  host  of  the  old  Savin 
Hill  House.  In  1825  Mr.  Lambart  Maynard  took  possession  of 
this  house,  where  he  remained  but  a  short  time.  The  last  land- 
lord of  this  celebrated  house  was  Mr.  Labian  Adams,  tho  father 
of  Oliver  Optic,  and  at  one  time  landlord  and  proprietor  of  the 
old  Lamb  tavern  in  Boston.  In  1830  Mr.  Noah  Davis  Allen 
secured  tho  promises  ax  a  candle  factory.  This  business  lasted 
but  a  few  years,  and,  in  1830,  Mr.  Joshua  Oushiug,  of  Scituate, 
purchased  the  building  for  a  shoe  manufactory  and  dwelling- 
house.  The  old  dance  hall  was  used  at  this  time  by  the  First 
Baptist  Society  of  Dorchester  on  each  Sabbath,  for  some  time 
previous  to  the  construction  of  their  meeting-house.  The  Ne- 
pousct  Hotel  was  located  on  the  easterly  side  of  Hancock  street, 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  feet  north  of 
where  Atlantic  street  makes  its  junction  with  this  street.  It 
continued  to  be  occupied  by  various  persons  as  tenants  until 
August  27th,  1858,  when  it  fell  a  prey  to  the  incendiary's  torch. 

The  first  hotel  constructed  opposite  the  Stone  Temple  was 
kept  by  Col.  Thayer,  followed  by  Capt.  Young,  Deacon  Savil, 
and  afterwards  by  Mr.  Daniel  French.  The  old  house  was  re-' 
moved,  and  a  new  one  built  in  its  place  in  1837,  at  the  cost  of 
|5,000  and  called  the  Hancock  House,  and  has  since  been  en- 
larged. It  continued  to  be  kept  a  number  of  years  by  Mr. 
Daniel  French,  until  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  George  II. 
French.  Under  the  management  of  the  Frenches  this  house  was 
noted  as  a  first-class  hotel,  as  well  as  being  for  years  the  princi- 
pal tavern  in  town.  After  Mr.  French,  it  was  kept  by  several 
other  popular  landlords1  until  it  was  bought  by  Mr.  Henry  II. 

• 

1.  landlords  of  the  Hancock  House,  both  old  and, new:  Col.  James  Thayer, 
from  1H06  to  1815;  Capt.  Young,  Pea.  Samuel  Savil,  Daniel  French,  from  1824 
to  1837;  Daniel  French  &  Son,  from  September,  1837,  to  July,  1841 ;  George  H. 
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Faxon,  and  is  now  occupied  as  a  boarding-house  for  the  students 
of  the  Adams  Academy. 

For  several  years  the  town  was  without  a  tavern  in  the  centre 
of  the  village  In  1874  a  dwelling-house,  near  the  corner  of 
Granite  and  Hancock  streets,  was  converted  into  a  public-house, 
and  called  the  Central  House.  This  building  was  destroyed  by 
fire  August  2Cth,  1875.  On  the  same  site,  in  1876,  was  con- 
structed a  large  and  commodious  brick  block.  The  upper 
stories  wore  converted  into  a  spacious  first-class  modern  hotel, 
while  the  first  flat  was  arranged  for  stores.  This  house  was 
opened  by  Mr.  'William  1'.  F.  Mcscrve,  one  of  the  former  land- 
lords of  the  old  Hancock  House,  and  is  called  the  Robertson 
I  louse,  in  honor  of  its  public-spirited  proprietor.  This  was  tho 
first  brick  block  of  stores  oyer  erected  in  this  town.  Tho  first 
block  of  brick  houses  was  constructed  on  Sea,  now  Chestnut 
street,  in  1874. 

There  arc  several  other  public  houses  in  various  parts  of  the 
town.  At  Wollastou  Heights,  the  Wollaston  Hotel ;  shore 
houses  at  Sqnantum;  at  Houghs  Neck  Mr.  Meats',  for  transient 
]  i  i\  al  i  'parties,  but  not  for  permanent  boarders.  WestQuincy 
also  had  a  hotel,  the  Willard  House,  which  was  burnt  August 
12th,  187C,  since  which  time  it  has  been  without  a  hotel. 

French,  from  July,  1841,  to  March,  1850;  Dnniol  French,  from  March,  18GO, 
to  April,  1851;  (icorjro  II.  French,  from  April,  1R51,  to  April,  1855;  Oeorgo  II. 
Bandy,  from  April,  1855,  to  November,  18541;  Albert  Webb,  from  November, 
18511,  to  February.  1861;  William  P.  F.  Meserve,  from  February,  1861,  to  No- 
vember, 18(55;  .1.  T.  Willey,  from  November,  1865,  to  October,  1870;  Samuel  T. 
Alien,  from  October,  1870,  to  July,  1873. 
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At  the  time  the  town  was  first  settled,  regular  post  offices 
were  unknown ;  still  a  sort  of  a  post  office  was  established  by 
the  Colonial  General  Court  as  early  as  1G39.1  It  seems  to  have 
been  the  custom  at  that  time  for  correspondents  with  and  from 
England  and  the  various  colonies,  to  have  their  letters  deposited 
in  some  public  place,  such  as  the  Town  House  or  Exchange  in 
lioston,  or  the  taverns  in  small  hamlots,  villages  or  towns.  Per- 
sons expecting  written  intelligence,  or  desiring  to  communicate 
with  their  friends,  would  visit  these  public  places  of  resort,  and 
receive  their  letters  or  forward  them  to  the  place  of  destination 
at  their  pleasure.  This  careless  and  uncertain  method  of  postal 
arrangement  caused  the  Colonial  Council,  in  1077,  to  appoint 
John  Hay  ward  1  "post  master  for  the  whole  colony." 

It  was  only  a  few  years  previous  to  this  period,  that  the  parent 
government  had  established  a  Post  Office  Department,  as  consti- 
tuted and  managed  at  the  present  time.  This  method  of  trans- 

1.  Novombor  ftth,  llSW.  "For  preventing  tlio  miscarriage  of  lutlors,  &  il  id 
ordered,  Unit  notice  bee  given  ih.u  Itichard  Fairbanks,  hi*  house  in  lioston, 
is  the  place  ap|w>lnled  for  all  letterd  which  are  brought  from  beyond  tho  uoas,  or 
are  to  bee  sent  thither  are  to  bo  brought  unto;  &  he  ia  to  take  euro  that  they  bo 
delivorcd  or  aeut  according  to  their  direction;  and  ho  la  allowed  for  every  inch 
lotter  a  Id,  &  must  answer  all  miscarriages  through  his  own  neglect  in  this 
kind;  provided  that  uo  mau  shall  bee  compelled  to  bring  hut  lotlar  thither  ex- 
cept he  please."— Maas.  Itec.,  Vol.  1.,  p.  SSI. 

2.  "  In  ans'r  to  tho  request  of  souerall  merchants  of  lioston,  declaring  that 
they  haue  heard  many  Complaints  made  by  merchants  and  others  that  hauo 
binn  soncible  of  the  losao  of  letters,  wherchy  merchants,  w'th  their  frionda  & 
imployors  in  forrciguo  purls,  aro  greatly  damiriod;  many  timca  letters  aro 
throuue  vpon  the  exchange,  that  who  will  may  take  them  vp,  &c. ;  therefore 
humbly  desiro  thia  court  to  depute  some  meet  person  to  take  in  &  convoy  let- 
ters according  to  y'r  direction.  This  Court  judgetli  it  meet  to  grant  the  peti- 
tioners' request  herein,  and  hauo  made  choyce  of  Mr.  John  Hay  ward,  the  acriv- 
euner,  to  be  the  person  for  the  service."— Maas.  lteo.,  Vol.  V.,  p.  147. 
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mining  the  mails  was  carried  into  effect  December  27th,  1660.1 
The  management  of  the  postal  affairs  was  under  the  control 
of  the  colony  until  1G92 ;  from  this  period  till  1710,  under  tho 
Province  Law. 

For  some  time  there  had  been  considerable  complaint  and  dis- 
satisfaction in  regard  to  tho  careless  and  irregular  method  by 
which  letters  were  transmitted.  To  relieve  them  of  their  com- 
plaints, and  also  desiring  to  receive  a  greater  rcvcnuo  from  their 
colonial  subjects,  the  home  government  established  a  post  oflico 
in  North  America,  which  continued  until  tho  colonics  were  sepa- 
rated, and  declared  themselves  a  free  and  independent  nation  by 
the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

In  1784,  a  year  after  the  close  of  the  war,  postal  affairs  in 
Massachusetts  were  quite  limited.* 

At  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress,  in  1789,  a  resolution 
of  an  experimental  kind  was  passed,  to  establish  rules  and  regu- 
lations for  the  transmission  of  the  mails,  and  tho  question  con- 
tinued to  bo  agitated  until  1792,  when  a  law  was  enacted  for  tho 
purpose  of  organizing  a  Post  Oflice  Department,  also  to  define 
and  shorten  the  mail  routes.  This  law,  however,  was  of  a  tempo- 
rary nature,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  last  clause  in  the  act: — "That 
tho  act  shall  be  in  force  for  the  term  of  two  years  from  tho  first 
day  of  June  next,  and  no  longer."  It  was  several  years  after  this 
before  the  question  was  definitely  settled. 

1.  "Tho  King  also  commands  his  postmasters  of  England  for  foreign  parts, 
to  open  a  regular  communication,  by  running  post,  between  the  metropolis  and 
Edinburgh,  West  Chester,  Holyhead,  Irelaud,  Plymouth,  Exeter,  Sec.  Rates 
of  postage: -One  letter,  carried  uudor  80  miles,  2d;  under  140  miles,  4d;  above 
that  distance  in  England,  Gd;  to  any  part  of  Scotland,  fkl.  Even  as  late  as  be- 
tween 1730  and  1740,  tho  post  was  only  transmitted  three  days  a  week  between 
Edinburgh  and  London,  and  tho  metropolis  on  ono  occasion  only  tent  «  fimjlc 
letter,  which  was  for  au  Edinburgh  banker  named  Ramsay."— Haydon's  Diet, 
of  Dates. 

2.  Postmaster  General,  Ebenezcr  Hay  ward,  Esq.,  Boston;  Assistant  or 
clerk,  Mr.  James  Byron;  Postmaster  at  Boston,  Mr.  Jonathan  Hastings;  Post- 
master at  Salem,  Mr.  Maseal  Williams;  Postmaster  at  Ipswich,  Mr.  Daniol 
Noycs;  Postmaster  at  Newburyport.  Mr.  Burkley  Emerson;  Postmaster  at  Fal- 
mouth, Mr.  Samuel  Freeman;  Postmaster  at  Worcester,  Mr.  Isaiah  Thomas; 
Postmaster  at  Springlleld,  Mr.  Moses  Church.  This  seems,  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Register,  to  have  been  tho  extent  of  the  malt  arrangements  in  tho  State. 
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We  are  unable  to  give  the  reason  why  the  post  office  in  Quincy 
was  not  established  until  three  years  after  its  separation  ami  in- 
corporation, unless  it  was  that  Congress  had  not  sufficiently  per- 
fected the  law  to  make  the  appointment.  The  first  postmaster 
was  Mr.  itichard  Cranch,  who  received  his  commission  April  1st, 
1795.1  This  post  office  was  located  in  the  southeasterly  corner 
of  Mr.  Crunch's  domain,  on  School  street,  in  a  small  building 
placed  there  for  the  purpose.  This  fine  estate  is  now  in  the  pos-' 
session  of  Mr.  James  Edwards. 

Mr.  Cranch's  death  occurred  in  1811,  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Vin- 
ton was  appointed  to  succeed  him  January  1st,  181*2.  Dr. 
Vinton  removed  the  office  to  his  house  on  Granite  street,  corner 
of  Hancock  street,  (next  to  the  residence  of  the  late  John 
Briesler,)  which  is  still  standing. 

Dr.  Vinton  died  in  1813,  having  bold  the  offico  somewhat  over 
one  year.  After  his  decease  Mr.  Mottram  Vearie,  the  old  Town 
Clerk,  whoso  portrait  still  hangs  in  the  Selectmen's  Room,  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  postmaster  ()etol>cr  1st,  1818.  During 
Mr.  Veuzie's  administration  the  office  was  kept  at  his  residence, a 
on  Hancock  street,  where  the  Hancock  Hotel,  (now  the  Adams 
Academy  boarding-house,)  stands. 

At  the  death  of  Mr.  Vcazie,  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Daniel 

French,  August  11  til,  18,25."    Mr.  French  continued  in  office 

 s_ 

1.  "Tlio  following  wero  the  ratos  of  jx»t  su  that  time  for  single  loiter*; 
double  loiters  wero  to  i»ay  double,  ami  triple  letter*  triple: 

.tOiiiilo*,      -      -      -         0  cents.     280  miles,      -      -      -        17  con  Is. 

lie    »•        ...        k  a.™    "       ...  »» 

100     "  ...         10     "        AM     "  ...         ti-J  " 

1M)     "         ...         1*21    M       More  than  450  miles,     -        24  " 
•200     "         ...  Ifi 

"  Tho  Southern  and  Eastern  mails  wero  to  run  three  times  a  work.  The  South- 
ern mail*  wero  to  arrive  at  Huston  for  nix  month*,  from  tho  first  of  May  to  the 
first  of  November,  every  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday,  hy  noon;  and  to 
leave  Howton  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday,  at  noon.  From  the  first  of 
Novemltor  to  tho  first  of  May,  tho  mail*  arrived  at  Itostou  on  Monday,  Wednes- 
day and  Friday,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon;  and  were  to  leave  Monday, 
Wednesday  and  Friday,  atone  o'clock  in  tho  afternoon." 

9.  It  i*  related  that  Governor  Shirley  at  one  timo  occupied  this  house  as  hi* 
residence. 

3.  It  is  stated  iu  the  Massachusetts  Register  that  Mr.  Savil  was  postmaster 
In  Quincy  from  18*24  to  1831.   This  must  he  a  mistake,  as  Uie  official  record  at 
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until  March  20th,  1849,  having  held  the  position  for  twenty-four 
successive  years;  if  we  include  his  re-appointment  in  1853, 
which  lasted  about  one  year,  it  would  mnkc  twenty-five  years 
that  he  served  the  public  in  this  capacity.  Mr.  French  trans- 
acted the  business  of  the  office  in  his  hotel,  which  was  the  old 
Veazie  house,  until  he  erected  a  more  spacious  hotel  in  1837,  on 
the  same  site. 

A  political  change  in  administration  of  the  government  caused 
Mr.  French  to  be  removed,  and  Dr.  Willinm  15.  Bngbce  succeed- 
ed him  March  20th,  1849.  This  was  the  first  removal  of  a  post- 
master on  political  grounds  since  the  incorporation  of  the  town. 
Dr.  Bngbce  transferred  the  office  to  his  apothecary  shop,  in  the 
Town  House,  where  the  National  Mt.  Wollastou  Bank  now  is. 

The  late  Francis  Williams,  who  succeeded  Dr.  W.  B.  Bngbce, 
received  his  commission  as  postmaster  September  8lh,  1851,  and 
secured  the  building  now  occupied  by  Mr.  John  O.  Ilolden,  No. 
87  Hancock  street,  for  a  post  office.  Mr.  Williams  being  con- 
nected in  more  lucrative  and  important  business,  procured  the 
services  of  Mr.  Lysander  S.  Hichards  as  acting  postmaster. 

On  the  election  of  Mr.  Pierce,  in  I8f>2,  as  President,  Mr. 
Daniel  French,  September  19th,  1853,  was  re-appointed  as  post- 
master. Mr.  French  removed  the  office  to  his  residence  on 
Temple  street,  which  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Wilson  as  a 
provision  store. 

Mr.  John  A.  Green,  the  originator,  former  proprietor  and  edi- 
tor of  the  Quincy  Patriot,  received  his  appointment  October 
21st,  1854.  Mr.  Green  removed  the  office  to  No.  87  Hancock 
street,  the  same  building  where  Mr.  Williams  conducted  the 
business  of  the  office.  Gen.  Donahue  and  Mr.  James  M.  Beck- 
ford  were  the  acting  postmasters  under  Mr.  Green's  adminis- 
tration. 

During  Mr.  Buchanan's  Presidency,  Deacon  George  Baxter 
received  a  commission  September  24th,  1858,  as  postmaster  for 
this  town.  air.  Baxter  removed  tho  post  office  to  the  Town 
House,  and  occupied  the  room  that  is  now  used  by  the  Selectmen. 

"Waul  ling  ton  gives  no  account  of  his  np|H>intment.  This  error  evidently  occurs 
from  the  circninstauco  of  Mr.  Savil's  acting  for  Mr.  Veazie  while  ont  of  health. 
The  Massachusetts  Register  we  consider  of  little  authority. 
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On  tho  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln  as  President,  Deacon  Baxter 
waa  removed,  and  Mr.  George  L.  Gill  appointed  in  his  place, 
April  18th,  1801.  Mr.  Gill  established  the  office  at  No.  84 
Hancock  street,  where  the  Quincy  Savings  Bank  is  now  located, 
and  waa  re-appointed  June  lGth,  18G5. 

On  the  election  of  Gen.  Grant,  who  desired  to  reward  disabled 
soldiers  of  the  Into  war,  Mr.  John  B.  Rnsn  was  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Gill.  Mr.  Bass  received  his  commission  September 
21st,  I860,  and  removed  the  office  to  Mr.  Venxie's  apothecary 
shop,  No.  95  Hancock  street.  After  remaining  there  several 
years,  he  removed  the  office  to  No.  80,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  street,  where  it  is  still  kept  under  his  administration.  It 
will  be  seen  that  there  have  been  but  ten  postmasters  in  Quincy 
for  tho  space  of  nearly  a  century,  or  eighty-five  years,  until  tho 
recent  appointments  of  offices  for  local  accommodation. 

The  first  post  office  established  in  Braintree  was  in  February, 
1825,  and  was  kept  on  Washington  street,  in  the  house  of  Mr. 
Asa  French,  who  was  appointed  the  first  postmaster.  The  first 
office  located  in  South  Braintree  was  March  13th,  1845,  and  Jud- 
sou  Stoddard,  Esq.,  received  his  commission  as  the  first  post- 
master. This  oflico  stood  on  the  corner  of  Washington  and 
Pearl  streets.  The  office  at  the  present  time  is  under  the  man- 
agement of  Mrs.  Elias  Hayward,  widow  of  the  late  local  histo- 
rian of  tho  town,  and  who  for  several  years  previous  to  his  de- 
cease was  tho  postmaster.  North  and  East  Braintrco  aro 
accommodated  with  ample  postal  facilities ;  also  Randolph  and 
Hoi  brook. 

There  arc,  at  tho  present  time,  in  tho  four  towns  formerly 
comprising  tho  old  township  of  Braintree,  ten  post  offices,  as 
follows: — Central  office,  at  Quincy;  Atlantic  office,  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  tho  North  Quincy  village  ;  also  ono  each  at 
Wollaston  Heights,  Quincy  Point  and  West  Quincy.  Tho  fol- 
'  lowing  are  tho  present  locations  of  tho  three  Braintrco  post 
offices :  Tho  Braintree  office,  located  at  the  corner  of  Washing- 
ton and  Elm  streets  ;  South  'Braintree,  at  the  corner  of  Wash- 
ington street  and  Holbrook  avenue  ;  and  ono  at  East  Braintree. 
There  is  ono  at  Randolph;  two  at  Holbrook,  called  tho  Hol- 
brook and  Brookvillo  offices. 
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FIRST  CHURCH. 


The  religious  history  of  Quincy  should  be  passed  by  with  no 
hasty  glance,  for  it  is  radiant  with  points  of  great  interest.  It 
was  here  and  at  Boston  that  Antinomianism  reached  its  heighth  ; 
hero  was  settled  one  of  the  first  and  greatest  advocates  of  Uni- 
tarianism,  and  among  the  first  settlers  of  this  town  can  bo 
mentioned  men  of  great  intellect  and  high  culture,  but  zealous 
advocates  of  liberalism. 

The  religious  history  of  this  town  begins  with  the  year  1C3C, 
when  the  inhabitants  of  Mount  Wollaston,  which  was  then  a 
part  of  Boston,  petitioned  that  they  might  have  a  minister. 
This  was  reluctantly  granted,  and  after  some  discussion  Mr. 
Wheelwright  was  delegated  to  preach  at  the  Mount.  This  was  in 
fact  nothing  more  than  a  branch  of  the  first  church  of  Boston, 
over  which  John  Wilson  was  settled  as  pastor,  or  rather  as  Elder, 
as  ministers  were  called  in  those  days.  Mr.  Wilson  was  one  of 
the  earliest  Pilgrims,  having  come  from  England  in  Gov.  Win- 
throp's  company  in  1630.  He  was  ordained  as  pastor  over  this 
church  soon  after  his  arrival,  and  officiated  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  16G7,  ho  then  being  78  years  of  age.  He  was  among 
tho  first  grantees  of  Mount  Wollaston. 

Associated  with  Mr.  Wilson  as  teacher  of  the  first  church  was 
the  famous  John  Cotton,  of  whom  Mr.  Lunt  says: — "His  opin- 
ions were  looked  upon  as  law,  and  he  is  spoken  of  by  tho  histo- 
rians of  the  period  as  doing  more  than  any  other  individual  to 
fix  the  principles  of  Congregationalism,  and  to  mould  into  tho 
form  which  they  have  in  the  main  preserved  to  this  day,  our  ec- 
clesiastical institutions  and  observances." 
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It  was  hero  at  Mount  Wollaston  and  during  Wheelwright's  ad- 
ministration, that  the  first  seeds  of  Antinoinianism  were  sown  in 
Now  England.  This  doctrine,  as  a  plant,  flourished  for  a  while, 
but  soon  faded  and  passed  away.  Mrs.  Ann  Hutchinson,  its 
principal  -advocate,  was  wont  to  gather  at  her  house,  after  the 
weekly  lectures  at  Mr.  Cotton's  mccting-houso,  her  associates 
and  friends,  then  to  discuss  the  niengrenewN  of  the  doctrines 
preached.    Mrs.  Hutchinson  1  came  over  to  this  country  in  Sejv- 


1 .  The  theologian*  who  were  opposed  to  Mrs.  Hutchinson  and  her  Autiiio- 
mian  doctrines,  excused  their  expelling  her  from  Die  colonies  for  her  religious 
belief  hy  saying  it  was  fur  the  falsehood  of  her  declarations.  Some  of  tlte  Puri- 
tan writers  go  so  far  as  to  state  that  her  sad  death,  by  being  massacred  by  the 
Indians,  was  a  miinrkahlo  judgment  of  Cod  fur  her  heresies.  Mr.  Wold,  no 
ardent  divino  at  that  |ieriiHl,  Hays  in  his  work  "that  she  was  delivered  of  M 
many  unformed  ftetus's  at  a  birth  as  she  maintained  errors,  and  that  another 
actress  was  delivered  of  a  monster,  nud  that  all  the  women  were  seized  with  a 
violent  vomiting  and  purging.  Stories  us  creditable  as  that  regarding  the 
Flanders  Countess,  who  is  said  to  have  had  as  many  children  at  a  birth  as  there 
are  days  in  a  year." 

Samuel  Gorton,  friendly  to  the  Antiuomian  cause,  tho  author  of  a  small  tract 
published  in  1070,  under  the  title  of  "  A  Ohm  for  the  People  of  New  Kughmd," 
relates,  "The  next  pioce  of  wickedness  I  am  to  mind  >oti  of  is  your  harltarous 
action  committed  against  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  whom  you  first  imprisoned,  then 
bauished,  and  so  exposed  her  to  that  desolate  condition  that  she  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  Indians,  who  murdered  her  and  her  family,  excepting  one  child, 
and  after  that  made  a  notorious  lio  on  tho  destroyed  woman,  which  Samuel 
Clark,  priest  of  London,  taking  tho  lie  out  of  his  brother  Weld's  short  story, 
must  needs  put  it  into  his  book  called  '  Cod's  Judgment  against  Heresy.'  The 
woman  before  mentioned,  having  Iwen  hy  the  priests  ami  professors  pumped 
and  sifted  to  got  something  ugai ust  her,  htyiug  their  snares  to  entrap  Iwr,  and 
taking  their  op|K>rluiiity  when  husband  and  friends,  as  it  were  said,  were  ab- 
sent, examined  and  banished  her.    So  she  goes  by  water,  with  many  others 
who  perceived  they  must  go  to  pot  next,  and  providentially  fell  in  with  Rhode 
Island,  where  they  made  a  cavo  or  caves,  and  in  them  lived  until  the  cold  win- 
ter was  passed,  in  which  time  it  was  known  to  the  professors  where  they  wore, 
and  that  they  had  bought  tho  island  of  tho  Indians.    And  tho  professors  began 
to  stir  and  endeavor  to  brli'g  the  island  within  the  compass  of  their  patent. 
So  tho  poor  molested  woman,  it  is  like,  let  in  four,  and  thought  sho  would  go  far 
enough  from  tlieir  reach;  so,  going  southward  to  seek  u  pluco  to  settlo  upon, 
there  she  and  her  family  might  live  in  quietness,  fell  ii|H>n  a  piece  of  hind  that 
was  in  controversy  between  tho  Dutch  and  tho  natives,  and  tho  natives  taring 
in  a  heat  came  upon  them  and  were  the  executioners  of  what  tho  Now  England 
priests,  magistrates  ami  church  members  were  tho  occasion,  through  their 
wicked  and  crttol  proceedings  in  forcing  them  to  lloo  from  their  nigo  and  fury. 
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tcmbcr,  1634.  Her  husband  had  a  grant  of  land  roado  to  him 
at  Mount  Wollaston,  which  afterwards,  by  investigation,  was 
found  to  be  mostly  in  the  town  of  Milton.  She  is  described  as  a 
woman  of  great  gift  of  speech,  and  powers  of  mind  keen  enough 
to  loosen  the  tightest  knots  of  metaphysical  polemics  ;  but  Weld 
in  his  book  says  she  was  "a  woman  of  a  haughty  and  fierce  car- 
riage, of  a  nimble  wit  and  active  spirit,  and  a  very  voluablc 
tongue,  more  bold  than  a  man,  though  in  understanding  and 
judgment  inferior  to  many  women."  Yet  this  description  from 
Weld  must  be  taken  with  some  allowance,  as  he  was  a  bitter 
antagonist  of  AnlinomianiKin.  Whatever  her  powers  wero,  true 
it  is  that  she  converted  to  her  doctrine  some  of  the  most  learned 
and  influential  men  then  residing  in  this  vicinity,  viz :  John 
Wheelwright,  Henry  Vane,  William  Coddiugtou,  Mr.  Dummer, 
Mr.  Haugh  and  Thomas  Savage. 

"  Henry  Vane  descended  from  a  family  which  had  been  long 
distinguished  in  English  History.  He  was  born  in  1C12,  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1035,  and  was  received  in  Boston  with 
every  demonstration  of  respect.  In  1G3G  he  was  elected  Gover- 
nor of  Massachusetts,  being  then  only  twenty-four  years  of  age. 

So,  reader,  tliou  raayost  soo  the  rage  and  envy  of  this  profo-wing  generation,  for 
they  imprisoned  uinl  banished  this  tenderly  breel  woman  in  or  toward  winter, 
nml  what  witli  fear  ami  tossing  to  and  fro  tho  woman  miscarried,  upon  which 
they  grounded  their  ahnminahlo  nntrnth.  Many  witnesses  might  bo  produced 
toprovo  this,  nml  to  disprove  their  nbominahlo,  frequently  told  slanders,  and 
also  printed  by  priests,  nnd  New  England  professors,  and  their  confederates 
hero  in  England." 

Tho  only  a|>ology  wo  are  ablo  to  maJ<o  on  this  seeming  unjust  persecution  is, 
that  it  was  an  intolerant  age.  Toleration  was  preached  against  as  n  sin  of  tho 
greatest  magnitudo,  and  which,  if  encouraged,  would  bring  down  tho  eternal 
judgment  of  heaven  upon  them  and  tl>c  colonies.  So  confirmed  was  Gov.  Dud- 
Icy  in  this  belief  that,  itt  the  tlmo  of  his  doath,  there  was  found  in  his  breeches 
pocket,  (the  receptacle  of  many  unprepared  orntorical  displays,)  this  sentiment, 
fully  written  out  In  verse,  of  which  tho  following  two  lines  wore  tho  essence: 

"  I>et  men  of  Cod,  in  court  and  churches  watch 
O'er  such  as  do  a  toleration  hatch." 

M  This  doctrine  prevailed  many  years,  until  their  eyes  wore  oponod  by  a  fresh 
persecution  coming  upon  themselves  from  King  James.  This  mode  his  decla- 
ration for  general  liberty  of  conscience  welcome,  and  they  thanked  the  King  for 
allowing  to  thorn  what  they  before  thought  themselves  bound  in  conscience  to 
deny  to  others." 
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His  party  was,  however,  put  down,1  and  he  sailed  for  England  in 
August,  1G37.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Long  Parliament,  and 
a  decided  and  consistent  friend  of  liberty,  although  ho  disap- 
proved of  the  trial  and  execution  of  King  Charles.  Ho  was  too 
pure  and  just  not  to  bo  an  object  of  hatred  and  suspicion  to 

1.  In  1G37  an  election  was  hold  for  tho  choice  of  a  governor,  deputy  gover- 
nor, and  other  oftlcora  of  tho  colony.  The  religions  excitement  ran  so  high  at 
this  time  that  this  election  was  as  hotly  contested  between  the  Pnritans  and  tho 
Antinomian  leaders  as  any  ever  held  in  New  England,  if  not  more  so.  The 
contest  became  so  earnest  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  the  first  minister  of  Bon- 
ton,  mounted  the  branch  of  a  tree  wtth  his  coat  off,  which  was  probably  the  first 
stump  or  tree  speech  ever  made  in  Massachusetts.  This  political  or  religious 
contest  was  held  on  Newton  Common,  in  the  open  air,  in  accordance  with  tho 
custom  of  holding  elections  in  old  England  at  the  hustings  for  tho  choice  of 
moinbers  of  Parliament.  It  isovideut  that  the  reason  for  selecting  Now  ton  as 
the  place  for  election  was  for  the  purpose  of  gettiug  away  from  the  influence  of 
Boston,  as  that  was  the  stronghold  of  Antinomianism.  From  the  branch  of  tho 
tree  Mr.  Wilson  harangued  the  multitude  upon  the  religious  aspect  of  tho  com, 
and  denounced  Autiuomianisin  in  no  very  liberal  terms.  Thin  declamation,  it 
is  said,  carried  the  election  in  favor  of  Gov.  Wiuthrop,  and  was  tho  cause  of 
the  defeat  of  Gov.  Vane,  to  the  great  chagrin  of  himself  and  hi*  friends. 

Tho  following  is  Hutchinson's  account  of  tho  election:— 

•«  At  tho  opening  of  the  Court  of  Election,  1G37,  which  was  not  done  until 
one  o'clock,  May  17th,  a  petition  wus  again  offered  from  many  of  tho  town  of 
Boston,  which  the  governor,  Mr.  Vane,  would  have  read;  but  Mr.  Wiuthrop, 
tho  deputy  governor,  opposed  it  as  being  out  of  order,  this  being  tho  day  by 
charter  for  elections,  and  the  inhabitants  all  convened  for  that  purpose,  if  other 
business  was  allowed  to  take  up  tlio  time  tho  election  would  bo  prevented;  after 
tho  elections  wore  over,  tho  ]>otition  might  be  road.  Tho  governor  and  thoso  of 
his  party  would  not  proceed  unless  the  petition  was  read.  Tho  time  being  far 
spent,  and  many  persons  calling  fur  olection,  tho  deputy  govornor  csflled  to  tho 
people  to  divide  and  the  greater  number  should  carry  it;  which  was  dono,  and 
the  greater  number  was  for  proceeding.  Still  the  governor  refused,  until  tho 
deputy  governor  told  him  they  would  go  on  without  him;  this  caused  him  to 
submit.  Mr.  Wiuthrop  wits  chosen  governor,  Mr.  Dudley  deputy  governor,  Mr. 
Saltonstall,  son  of  Sir  Richard,  and  Mr.  8toughton,  new  assistants,  and  Mr. 
Vane  and  his  friends  of  the  same  persuasion,  Dummer,  Hnugh  and  Coddiug- 
ton,  left  out  of  tho  magistracy.  There  was  great  danger  of  a  violent  tumult 
that  day.  Tho  siiooches  on  both  sidos  were  fierce,  and  they  bogan  to  lay  hands 
ouo  on  another,  but  the  manifest  majority  on  ouo  side  was  a  restraint  to  tho 
other.  Boston  waited  the  event  of  this  election  of  magistrates  before  thoy 
would  choose  their  representatives  for  the  other  business  of  the  General  Court, 
and  the  next  morning  they  chose  Mr.  Vane,  the  late  governor,  Mr.  Coddington 
and  Mr.  Hnugh.  This  election  of  Boston  was  immediately  determined  by  tho 
Court  (o  bo  undue.   Tho  reason  is  not  unsigned  in  tho  record,  but  it  ii  said  this 
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Cromwell,  when  that  ambitious  personage  had  secured  to  him- 
self  the  supremo  power.  After  the  death  of  Oliver  Cromwell, 
Vane  came  forth  from  his  retirement  and  became  a  member  of 
Parliament,  where  ho  was  instrumental,  by  his  eloquence,  in 
overthrowing  the  government  of  Richard  Cromwell.  Upon  the 
restoration  of  the  monarchy,  Vane,  who  had  always  boon  a 
decided  Republican,  was  seized  and  imprisoned,  and  finally 
beheaded.  After  he  had  been  condemned  to  death  it  was  sug- 
gested that  by  making  submission  to  the  King,  his  life  might  per- 
haps be  saved.  His  noble  reply  was,  *  If  the  King  docs  not  think 
himself  more  concerned  for  his  honor  and  word  than  I  am  for 
my  life,  let  him  take  it.  Nay,  I  declare,  that  I  value  my  life  less 
in  a  good  cause  than  the  king  can  do  his  promise.    He  is  so 


reason  was  given,  that  all  tho  freemen  were  not  notified.  A  warrant  was  issued 
for  a  now  choice,  and  Boston  returned  the  same  men  again,  and  then  they  wero 
not  rejected.  Tho  sergeants  who  used  to  attend  Mr.  Vane  laid  down  their  hal- 
berds nnd  went  home  as  soon  as  the  new  governor  was  elected,  and  they  refused 
to  attend  him  to  and  from  tho  mooliiigs  on  tho  lord's  Day,  as  had  boon  usual. 
They  pretended  this  extraordinary  respect  was  shown  to  Mr.  Vane  as  a  person 
of  quality.  The  Court  would  have  appointed  others,  but  Mr.  Winthrop  took 
two  of  his  servants  to  attend  him.  Mr.  Vane  professed  himself  ready  to  servo 
the  cause  of  God  in  the  meanest  capacity.  He  was,  notwithstanding,  much 
mortified,  and  discovered  his  resentment.  Although  he  had  sat  at  church 
among  the  magistrates  from  his  first  arrival,  yet  he  and  those  who  had  been  left 
out  with  him  placed  themselves  with  the  deacons,  aud  when  lie  was  invited  by 
the  governor  to  return  to  his  place  he  refused  it." 

"  An  extraordinary  act  made  by  tho  General  Court  this  season  very  much 
heightened  Jhe  discontent  Many  persons  of  the  favorite  opinions  in  Boston 
wero  expected  from  England.  A  ]»enalty,  therefore,  was  laid  on  all  persons  who 
should  entertain  in  their  houses  any  stranger  who  came  with  intent  to  reside, 
or  should  allow  the  nso  of  any  lot  or  habitation  above  three  weeks  without  lib- 
erty from  one  of  the  standing  council  or  two  other  assistants.  The  penalty  on 
private  persons  was  forty  pounds,  and  twenty  pounds  besides  for  every  month 
they  continued  in  tho  olToiico.  And  any  town  which  gavo  and  sold  a  lot  to  such 
stranger  was  subject  to  ono  hundred  pounds  penalty;  but  if  any  inhabitant  of 
snch  place  should  enter  his  dissent  with  a  magistrate,  he  was  to  be  excused  his 
part  of  the  fine.  This  was  a  very  severe  order,  and  so  disliked  by  the  people  of 
Boston  that  upon  the  return  of  the  governor  from  Court  they  refused  to  go  out 
to  meet  him  or  show  him  any  respect." 

Mr.  Cotton  was  so  dissatisfied  with  tins  law  that  lie  says  "  he  Intended  to 
have  removed  out  of  the  jurisdiction  to  Quinuypicak,  since  called  New  Haven, 
but  finding  tho  law  was  not  improved  to  oxcludo  such  persons  as  ho  feared  it 
would  bo,  ho  altered  his  mind." 
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sufficiently  obliged  to  spare  my  life  that  it  is  fitter  for  him  to  <lo 
it  than  for  me  to  seek  it.' w  1 

Mr.  Wheelwright  was  the  brother-in-law  of  Mrs.  Ilutchinson, 
ami  a  zealous  advocate  of  her  doctrines.  He  arrived  in  Boston 
on  the  20th  of  May,  1G36,  and  on  the  eighth  of  October  of  the 
same  year  was  granted  a  right  to  preach  at  Mount  Wollaslon, 
and  here,  on  the  twentieth  of  the  next  January,  it  being  a 
specially  appointed  Fast  Day,  he  preached  the  famous  6ermon 
which  finally  occasioned  his  expulsion  from  the  colony.  The 
text  of  this  sermon  was  taken  from  Matthew  ix  :  15,  "And 
Jesus  said  unto  them,  can  the  children  of  the  bridechamlier 
mourn  as  long  as  the  bridegroom  is  with  them  ?  Hut  the  day 
will  come  when  the  bridegroom  shall  l>e  taken  from  them,  and 
then  shall  they  fast."  This  sermon  set  forth  the  doctrine  of 
Antinomianism  in  a  very  lucid  manner.  On  account  thereof 
Winthrop  says  that,  at  a  court  which  began  March  9,  1636-7, 
Mr.  Wheelwright  was  adjudged  "guilty  of  sedition,  and  also  of 
contempt."*    Sentence  was  deferred,  however.    There  followed 

1.  Heo  IJfo  of  Vuiio,  by  Jtov.  C  W.  Upham.    S|iurk's  Hiogruphy. 

2.  "It  was  concluded  by  tbo  Court  tbut  Mr.  Wheelwright  was  guilty  of  con- 
tempt Ami  sedition."    March  U,  Ktfo-7. 

"  Mr.  John  Wheelwright  wu  enjoy ned  to  appear  at  the  next  session  of  this 
Court,  to  answer  further  or  receive  sueh  sentence  as  the  cause  shall  require." 
May  17.  1097. 

"  Mr.  William  Aspinwall,  boing  questioned  in  reward  to  bis  hand  was  to  a  poll- 
lion  or  remonstrance,  &  ho  justified  the  same,  maintaining  it  to  be  lawfull,  tbo 
Court  did  discharge  him  from  being  a  member  thereof.  Mr.  .lohu,  Coggeshall, 
attirmlng  that  Mr.  Wheelwright  is  hhumhi  \-  that  ho  was  |»cr*ecutod  for  tbo 
truth,  was  lu  like  sort  dismissed  from  being  a  member  of  tbo  Court."  KKI7. 

"  Mr.  John  Wheelwright,  being  formerly  convicted  of  contempt  &  sedition, 
&  now  justifying  himself,  &  bis  former  practise  being  to  the  disturbance  of  tbo 
civill  peace,  bee  is  by  the  Court  disfranchised  &  bauished,  having  14  dayes  to 
settle  his  affaires,  &  if  within  that  time  he  depart  not  the  patent,  bee  promises 
to  render  bimselfe  to  Mr.  Stoughton,  at  his  bouse,  to  bee  kept 'till  hoe  bee  dis- 
|K)sed  of.  &  Mr.  Hofx  undertook  to  satisfy  any  charge  that  bee,  Mr.  Stough- 
ton, or  the  country  should  bee  at."    2  November,  Uiifi. 

Mr.  Savage,  iu  bis  Winthrop,  relates  in  reference  to  disarming  the  frieudH  of 
Mr.  Wheelwright  and  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  that,  "  iu  no  part  of  the  history  of  any 
of  the  United  States,  perhaps,  can  a  parallel  be  found  for  this  act."  This  high- 
handed injustice  left  them  without  any  protection  to  themselves  or  their  fam- 
ilies from  the  scalping  knife,  or  the  horrors  and  barbarism  of  an  Indian  mas- 
sacre. And  all  this  persecution  for  their  religious  belief! 
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remonstrances  and  petitions  from  the  governor,  (Mr.  Vane,)  and 
other  dissenters,  as  well  as  from  the  Boston  First  Church,  justi- 
fying the  sermon  and  condemning  the  court's  proceedings.  A 
synod  was  also  convened,  consisting  of  all  the  ministers  of  the 
colony,  by  whom  the  theological  questions  involved  in  the  con- 
troversy were  discussed.  This  assembly  terminated  unfavorably 
for  Mr.  "Wheelwright.  In  the  mean  time  a  political  revolution 
had  been  effected.  Vane  and  Coddington,  friends  of  Wheel- 
wright, had  been  left  out  of  the  offices  they  had  previously  held. 
At  length,  "  the  General  Court  being  assembled,  in  the  2d  of  the 
9th  month,  and  finding  upon  consultation  that  two  so  opposite 
parties  could  not  continue  in  the  snme  body  without  apparent 
hazard  of  ruin  to  the  whole,  agreed  to  send  away  some  of  the 
principals,  Ac.  Then  the  Court  sent  for  Mr.  Wheelwright.  He 
persisted  in  justifying  his  sermon,  whole  practice  and  opinions, 
refusing  to  leave  cither  the  place  or  his  public  exercises.  Me 
was  disfranchised  and  banished,  upon  which  he  appealed  to  tho 
King,  but  neither  called  witnesses  nor  desired  any  act  to  be  made 

"  Whereas,  the  opinions  and  revelations  of  Mr.  Wheelwright  ami  Mrs. 
Hutchinson  have  seduced  anil  leu"  into  dangerous  errors  many  of  tho  pcoplo 
heare  in  Newo  England,  inasmuch  as  there  is  just  cause  of  suspition  that  they, 
as  others  in  Germany  in  former  times,  may,  upon  some  revelation,  make  some 
smhlain  imiption  upon  those  that  differ  from  them  in  judgment;  for  preven- 
tion whereof  it  is  ordered  that  all  those  whose  names  are  underwritten  shall, 
(upon  warning  given  or  left  at  their  dwelling-house*,)  before  the  30th  day  of  this 
month  of  Novemlwr,  deliver  in  at  Mr.  Cane's  (orCapt.  Keayne,  as  it  was  after- 
wards spelt,)  house  at  Boston,  all  such  gnus,  pistols,  swords,  powder,  shot  and 
match  as  the}*  shall  bee  owners  of,  or  havo  in  their  custody,  upon  paino  of  teuii 
pun  nils  for  every  default  to  bee  made  thereof,  which  arms  are  to  bee  kept  by 
Mr.  Cane  till  this  Court  shall  take  further  order  therein.  Also  it  is  ordered  upon 
like  penalty  of  £X,  that  no  man  who  is  to  render  his  arms  by  this  order  shall 
buy  or  borrow  any  guns,  swords,  pistols,  powder,  shot  or  match,  until!  this 
Court  shall  take  further  order  therein. 

"The  names  of  Boston  men  to  bo  disarmed:  Cnpt.  John  Uudorhill,  Mr. 
Thomas  Oliver,  William  Hutchinson,  William  Aspinwall,  Samuel  Cole,  Wil- 
liam Dyer,  Edward  Rainafoard,  John  Dutton,  John  Sanfoard,  Richard  Cooke, 
Richard  Fairbanks,  Thomas  Marshall,  Oliver  Mellows,  Samuel  Wilbore,  John 
Oliver,  Hugh  Gunnison,  John  Biggs,  Richard  Gridley,  Edward  Rates,  Wil- 
liam Dinely,  William  Litherland,  Mathewe  Jyans,  Henry  Elkins,  Zache  Bos- 
worth,  Roliert  Rice,  William  Townsend,  Robert  Hull,  William  Tell,  Richard 
Hutchinson,  James  Johnson,  Thomas  8avage,  John  Davy,  George  Burden, 
John  Odlin,  Oama  Waytc,  Edward  Hutchinson,  William  Wilson,  Isaack 
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of  it.  The  Court  told  him  an  appeal  did  not  lie ;  for  by  the 
King's  grant  we  had  power  to  hear  and  determine  without  any 
reservation,  <fcc.  So  he  relinquished  his  appeal,  and  the  Court 
gave  him  leave  to  go  to  his  house,  upon  his  promise  that,  if  lie 
were  not  gone  out  of  our  jurisdiction  within  fourteen  days,  he 
would  render  himself  to  one  of  the  magistrates.'1 1  This  was  in 
the  latter  part  of  November,  1037. 

After  leaving  here,  he  went  into  New  Hampshire  and  founded 
the  town  of  Exeter.  He  remained  there  until  1642.  "The  in- 
habitants of  Exeter,  finding  themselves  comprehended  within 
the  claims  of  Massachusetts,  petitioned  the  Court,  and  were 
readily  admitted  (Sept.  8)  under  their  jurisdiction,  and  they 
were  annexed  to  the  county  of  Essex.  Upon  this,  Wheelwright, 
who  was  still  under  sentence  of  banishment,  with  those  of  his 
church  who  were  resolved  to  adhere  to  him,  removed  into  the 
province  of  Maine  and  settled  at  Wells." 

In  1643,  September  10th,  Mr.  Wheelwright  wrote  Gov.  Win- 
throp  a  letter,  in  which  he  confessed  that  he  had  pressed  his 
theological  views  too  far,  and  urged  them  with  an  undue  warmth, 


Oroose,  Ilichard  Carrier,  Robert  Hardingo,  Itichnrd  Wayte,  Jolio  Porter, 
James  Ponniman,  Thomas  Wnnlell,  William  Wardell,  Jacob  Eliot,  Thomas 
Matson,  William  Baulston,  John  Com  p  ton,  Mr.  Parker,  William  Freeborn, 
Heury  Bull,  John  Walker,  William  Sailer,  Edward  Kendall.  Thomas  Wheeler, 
Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  John  Cogge8lmll."-Maiis.  Rec.,  Vol.  I,  pp.  211,  212. 

Tho  name  order  was  servo*!  on  the  towns  of  Salem,  Nowoborry,  Iloxbuorry, 
Ipswich  and  Charlestown.  Tho  persons  at  Mount  Wollastou  that  woro  dis- 
armod  havo  been  enumerated  with  the  lloston  mon,  as  tho  Mount  at  that  timo 
was  a  part  of  lloston. 

Ily  the  order  of  the  Court  the  followers  of  Wheelwright  and  Hutchinson 
might  retain  their  arms  by  renouncing  their  belief  in  the  doctrine  of  Autino- 
miauism:— "It  was  ordered,  that  if  any  that  are  to  bee  disarmed  acknowledge 
their  sinn  in  subscribing  the  seditious  libel],  or  do  not  justify  it,  but  acknowl- 
edge it  evill  to  two  magistrates,  they  shall  boo  thereby  froed  from  delivering  in 
their  armes  according  to  the  former  order."  Many  of  the  disarmed  peoplo 
were  the  most  distinguished  persons  in  the  colony,  and  quite  a  number  of  their 
descendants  became  renowned  in  tho  historical  annals  of  tho  Commonwealth. 

After  Mr.  Wheelwright's  expulsion  and  banishment;  he  emigrated  in  mid- 
winter through  the  deep  snows,  into  the  wilderness  of  New  Hampshire,  (aud 
it  was  a  wonder  to  many  that  he  did  not  perish,)  and  there,  by  tho  Falls  of 
Piscataqnack,  organized  a  township  aud  called  it  Exeter. 

1.   Winthrop's  History. 
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and  upon  this  his  sentence  of  banishment  was  soon  after  re- 
leased. Being  restored  to  the  freedom  of  the  colony,  he  removed 
to  Hampton,  where  he  ministered  many  years. 

In  the  year  1658,  according  to  Farmer,  he  was  in  England, 
and  was  in  favor  with  the  Protector,  Cromwell,  and  they  arc  said 
to  have  been  school-fellows.  And  the  anecdote  has  been  handed 
down  that  Cromwell  declared  Wheelwright  to  be  the  only  per- 
son he  ever  was  afraid  of  at  foot-ball. 

Upon  the  fall  of  the  Commonwealth  and  the  restoration  of  the 
royal  government  in  England,  Wheelwright  returned  and  settled 
at  Salisbury,  and  there  died,  November  Ifttli,  1679.  "He 
lived,"  says  Hutchinson,  "to  be  the  oldest  minister  in  the  colony, 
which  would  have  been  taken  notice  of  if  his  persecutors  had 
not  remained  in  power." 

Mr.  Wheelwright,  according  to  the  same  authority,  was  "  sev- 
eral years  in  England,  and  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sir 
Henry  Vane,  who  had  been  his  patron  in  New  England,  and  now 
took  great  notice  of  him.  Vane  being  disaffected  to  Cromwell, 
it  is  not  likely  that  Cromwell  had  any  great  esteem  for  Wheel- 
wright ;  yet  he  sent  for  him  by  one  of  his  guards,  and  after  a 
very  orthodox  discourse,  according  to  Mr.  Wheelwright's  appre- 
hensions of  orthodoxy,  and  without  showing  countenance  to 
sectaries,  he  exhorted  him  to  perseverance  against  his  opposcrs, 
and  assured  him  their  notions  would  vanish  into  nothing.  This 
meeting  effectually  engaged  Mr.  Wheelwright  in  Cromwell's 
favor." 

William  Coddington,  Esq.,  the  munificent  donor  of  our  school 
lands,  from  which  this  town  has  reaped  great  benefit  in  good 
schools  for  many  years  past,  was  another  convert.  lie  came  to 
this  country  with  Gov.  Winthrop.  In  the  dedication  to  Calen- 
der's Century  Discourse,  addressed  to  Hon.  William  Coddington, 
there  is  the '  following : — "Your  honored  grandfather,  William 
Coddington,  Esq.,  was  chosen  in  England  to  be  an  .assistant  of 
the  colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  A.  D.  1629,  and  in  1630 
came  over  to  New  England  with  the  governor  and  the  charter, 
<fcc. ;  after  which  he  was  several  times  rc-chosen  to  that  honora- 
ble and  important  office.  He  was  for  some  time  treasurer  of  the 
colony.    He  was  with  the  chicfest  in  all  public  charges  and  a 
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principal  merchant  of  Boston,  where,  it  is  said,  he  built  the  first 
brick  house. 

"In  the  year  1637,  when  the  contentions  ran  so  high  in  the 
country,  he  was  grieved  at  the  proceedings  of  the  court  against 
Mr.  Wheelwright  and  others.  Ami  when  he  found  that  his  op- 
position to  these  measures  was  ineffectual,  he  entered  his  pro- 
test, that  his  dissent  might  appear  to  succeeding  times;  and, 
though  he  was  in  the  fairest  way  to  be  great  in  the  Massachu- 
setts as  to  outward  things,  yet  he  voluntarily  quitted  his  advan- 
tageous situation  at  Boston,  his  large  property  and  his  improve- 
ments at  Braintree  for  peace  sake,  and  that  he  might  defend, 
protect  and  assist  the  pious  people  who  were  meditating  a  re- 
moval from  that  colony  on  account  of  their  religious  differences." 
After  leaving  Massachusetts  he  went  to  Rhode  Inland  and 
founded  that  colony.  lie  was  elected  their  chief  ruler  annually 
for  seven  years.  In  the  year  1647  he  assisted  in  forming  a  body 
of  laws  which  has  l>een  the  foundation  of  the  constitution  and 
government  of  Uhode  Island  over  since.  "In  1651  he  had  a 
commission  from  the  supreme  authority  then  in  England  to  be 
governor  of  the  island,  pcrsuant  to  the  powers  reserved  in  the 
patent."  Some  trouble  having  arisen  under  the  charter,  he  read- 
ily laid  down  his  commission.  After  this  he  seems  to  have 
retired  from  public  business  till  toward  the  latter  end  of  his 
days,  "when  he  was  again  divers  times  prevailed  with  to  take  the 
government  upon  him.  He  died  November  1st,  1678,  iu  tho 
seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age.  Thus,  after  he  had  the  honor 
to  Ikj  the  first  judgo  and  governor  of  this  island,  (Ithodc  Island,) 
after  he  had  spent  much  of  his  estate  and  the  prime  of  his  life 
in  propagating  plantations,  he  died  governor  of  the  colony."  1 

Mr.  Adams,  in  his  address  at  the  opening  of  the  Town  Hall 
in  Braintree,  in  speaking  of  Mr.  Coddington  said,  "His  memory 
is  now  holden  in  honor  among  the  people  of  that  State,  as  that 
of  Minos  and  Charondas,  Lycurgus  and  Zaleucus,  was  held  by 
those  of  ancient  Greece,  as  the  founders  and  legislators  of 
nations.  Such  a  life  supplies  a  most  significant  warning  of  tho 
folly  and  contentions  and  strife  of  zealous  and  mutual  hatred, 


X.   See  Calender's  Century  Sermon.    Rhode  Ialnnd  Hiat  So.  Col.,  Vol.  V. 
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as  they  sometimes  arise  from  the  most  insignificant  causes,  in 
the  midst  of  the  best  ordered  communities. 

Although  Mr.  Coddington  had  a  large  grant  of  land  at  the 
Mount,  we  arc  of  an  opinion  that  he  never  resided  there.  lie, 
like  many  others,  held  the  land  for  sale,  as  a  matter  of  profit 
rather  than  a  place  of  domicile.  My  reasons  for  this  statement 
are  these  : — December  14th,  1035,  the  ninth  month  of  the  year,  a 
committee  was  appointed  by  the  court  to  lay  out  at  the  Mount 
certain  portions  of  land  for  Mr.  William  Coddington  and  Mr. 
Edmund  Quincy.  This  committee  made  their  report  granting 
them  their  allotments  March  14th,  1680.  This  was  the  date  or 
time  that  they  legally  came  in  possession  of  their  grants.  In 
January,  1G3G,  Mr.  Coddington,  Mr.  Vane  and  others,  came  to 
the  Mount  from  Boston,  to  keep  Fast  Day  with  Mr.  Wheel- 
wright. On  this  occasion  was  dclivored  that  famous  sermon 
that  set  the  whole  colony  in  a  blaze,  and  it  was  so  extensive  and 
intense  that  it  severely  scorched  several  of  the  eminent  Puritan 
divines,  such  as  the  llcv.  Mr.  Cotton,  Cotton  Mather  and  others. 
Immediately  after  the  preaching  of  this  sermon  the  followers  of 
Mr.  Wheelwright  were,  by  order  of  the  court,  condemned  for 
"contempt  aud  sedition,"  and  were  soon  ordered  to  leave  the 
colony.  On  March  12th,  1637-8,  a  warrant  was  issued  for  Mr. 
Coddington  and  his  friends  to  depart  from  it.  By  the  spirit  of 
this  warrant  it  would  appear  that  they  were  expelled  at  their 
own  request,  they  anticipating  that  this  method  was  the  better 
way,  and  the  most  judicious  manner  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty 
of  having  the  penalty  of  banishment  pronounced  upon  them, 
or  they  may  have  only  intended  a  short  absence  and  to  return 
again. 

The  authorities  may  have  been  more  lenient  towards  Mr. 
Coddington  on  account  of  the  many  high  public  trusts  that  he 
had  held,  (he  was  deputy  of  Boston  up  to  the  time  he  left,) 
which  wcro  administered  by  him  with  great  fidelity  and  exem- 
plary justice.  Still,  with  all  this  professed  willingness  to  leave, 
the  court  were  apprehensive  that  there  might  be  some  trickery 
about  the  matter.  To  prevent  any  further  troublo  they  took 
precautionary  measures  for  that  purpose,  by  enacting  an  order 
so  that  the  court  could  not  be  caught  by  deception,  even  if  those 
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who  were  banished  only  intended  a  temporary  absence  for  the 
purpose  of  evading  the  law.1 

In  summing  up  the  question  of  Mr.  Coddington  having  re- 
sided there,  first  we  find  that  he  did  not  obtain  full  possession  of 
his  grant  until  March,  163G,  and  a  few  months  after  came  out  to 
the  Mount  to  attend  Mr.  Wheelwright's  fast-day  sermon,  which  • 
would  indicate  that  he  did  not  reside  there  at  that  time.  This 
sermon  had  created  so  much  feeling  and  opposition  to  Mr.  Cod- 
dington and  other  friends  of  Mr.  Wheelwright  as  to  have  them 
adjudged  guilty  of  "  contempt  and  sedition."  Mr.  Coddington, 
with  the  understanding  of  this  decision  of  the  court,  very  well 
knew  that  in  all  probability  he  could  not  remain  in  the  colony 
but  a  short  time  ;  therefore  he,  a  careful  man  as  he  was,  would 
not  be  likely  to  erect  a  house  there,  when  ho  knew  that  it  was 
almost  a  positive  fact  that  his  expulsion  was  inevitable.  Then 
again,  his  public  and  civil  duties  at  Boston  would  engage  all  his 
time  in  this  perilous  period,  as  he  was  a  very  active  business 
man  as  well  as  an  energetic  public  servant;  neither  do  wo  think 
that  he  would  desire  to  relinquish  his  fine  residence  that  he  had 
so  recently  constructed  in  the  town  of  Boston,  (the  first  brick 
house,  it  is  said,  built  there,)  to  come  to  the  Mount  through  the 
wilderness  of  woods,  as  there  were  no  roads  at  that  time,  and  the 
access  to  the  Mount  was  accomplished  with  great  difficulty,  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  sleeping  over  night.  From  this  statement 
and  other  investigations  wo  have  made,  we  are  very  confident 
that  Braintroe's  first  public  benefactor  never  resided  there.  We 
know  this  conies  in  conflict  with  high  authority,  still  authors, 
like  doctors,  will  sometimes  disagree. 

It  is,  however,  very  evident  that  he  'had  begun  to  improve  his 
farm  there,  to  make  it  more  valuable,  as  we  find  by  the  records 

1.  "Whereas  you  hnvo  dealt*)  and  obtained  licence  to  remove  yourselves 
ami  your  families  out  of  this  jurisdiction,  ami  for  thut  iuformatiou  hath  bono 
•;ivrn  to  the  Court  that  your  intent  is  only  to  withdraw  for  a  season,  that  you 
may  avoyde  the  censure  of  the  Court  in  some  things  which  may  be  objected 
against  you,  that  Court  doth  therefore  order  that  you  may  depart  according  to 
the  liceuce  given  yon,  so  as  your  families  bee  removed  before  the  next  Generall 
Court;  but  if  your  families  bee  not  so  removed,  then  you  are  to  appear  at  the 
next  Court,  to  abide  the  further  order  of  the  Court  herein." — Mass.  Kec.,  Vol. 
I,  p.  223. 
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that  he  had  engaged  men  for  that  purpose,  and  that  they  were 
at  work  there  at  the  time  the  court  granted  permission  to  Mr. 
Coddington  and  his  friends  to  leave,  as  in  the  same  order  of  the 
Court  his  men  were  ordered  to  depart  the  limits  of  the  colony. 

"Of  Mount  Wollaston,1  Henry  1  tan  doll  and  John  Johnson, 
Mr.  Coddington's  men,  are  to  bo  removed  before  the  next  court." 
There  may  have  been  one  or  two  more,  as  the  original  records 
indicate  that  one  or  two  names  were  omitted. 

Mrs.  Hutchinson  was  also  banished  from  the  colony.  Win- 
throp  says  that  after  sentence  of  banishment  had  been  pro- 
nounced by  the  Court  against  her,  "she  went  by  water  to  her 
farm  at  the  Mount,  where  she  was  to  take  water,  with  Mr. 
Wheelwright's  wife  and  family,  to  go  to  Piscataquack ;  but  she 
changed  her  mind,  and  went  by  land  to  Providence  and  so  to 
the  island  in  the  Narraganset  Bay,  which  her  husband  and  the 
rest  of  that  sect  had  purchased  of  the  Indians  and  prepared 
with  all  speed  to  remove  into.  "Her  fate  was  a  melancholy 
one.  Her  husband  having  died  in  1G42,  she  removed  from 
lihode  Island  into  the  Dutch  country,  and  was  killed  by  tho 
Indians,  with  all  her  children  except  ono  daughter,  who  was 
carried  into  captivity."  By  the  expulsion  of  tho  Hutchinsons, 
Coddington,  Wheelwright  and  others,  Antinomianism  received 
its  death  blow  in  New  England.  After  Wheelwright's  banish- 
ment, services  were  discontinued  at  the  Mount. 

In  1G39,  tho  inhabitants  of  Mount  Wollaston  petitioned  that 
they  might  have  leave  to  establish  an  independent  church  there, 
which  was  reluctantly  granted,  the  objection  being  that  it  would 
deprive  the  first  church  of  Boston  of  the  support  of  many  in- 
fluential men.  To  obviate  this,  it  was  agreed  that  those  that 
dwell  at  the  Mount  should  pay  sixpence  per  acre  yearly  for 
such  land  as  w:is  within  a  mile  of  the  water,  and  threepence  for 
that  which  was  farther  off,  for  the  support  of  the  Boston  church. 
In  one  of  the  old  books  a  record  is  made  as  follows :  "  The  first 
church  of  Christ  in  Braintry  was  embodied  lGth  Sept.,  1G39,  it 
being  the  Lord's  Day." 

1.  It  must  bo  borne  in  mind  that  Mount  Wollaaton  at  this  time  wm  a  part  of 
Iloston,  and  for  five  or  six  years,  or  from  1031-5  to  1G40  bad  been  under  her  mu- 
nicipal regulations,  although  called  the  Mount 
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The  following  is  ft  copy  of  the  original  covenant  as  signed  by 
the  members  of  the  first  church  of  Braintreo,  .it  their  first  gath- 
ering, September  lGth,  1639,  fts  taken  from  the  Appendix  of  ft 
century  sermon  preached  by  the  Hev.  John  Hancock  in  the  first 
church  of  Braintreo,  (now  Qnincy,)  September  Kith,  1739 : 

"We  poor  unworthy  creatures,  who  have  sometime  lived 
without  Christ  and  without  God  in  the  world,  and  so  have  de- 
served rather  fellowship  with  the  devil  and  his  angels,  than  with 
(iod  and  his  saints,  being  called  of  God  out  of  this  world  to  the 
fellowship  of  Christ  by  the  Ministry  of  the  Gospel,  and  our 
hearts  made  willing  to  join  together  in  Church  Fellowship,  so 
by  the  help  and  strength  of  Christ,  renounce  the  devil,  the 
wicked  world,  ft  sinful  flesh  with  all  the  remnants  of  Anti-Chris- 
tian pollution,  wherein  sometimes  we  have  walked,  and  all  our 
former  evil  ways,  and  do  give  up  ourselves,  first  to  Cod  the 
Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  and  offer  up  our  proffered  subjec- 
tion to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  only  Priest,  Prophet  and 
King  of  his  Church,  beseeching  him  in  his  rich  grace  and  free 
mercy  to  accept  us  for  his  people  in  the  blood  of  his  Covenant, 
.  and  we  give  up  ourselves  also  one  to  another  by  the  will  of  Cod, 
promising  in  the  name  and  power  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who 
workcth  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  according  to  his  good  pleas- 
ure, to  worship  the  Lord  in  Spirit  and  Truth  and  to  walk  in 
brotherly  love  and  the  duties  thereof  according  to  the  will  of 
the  Gospel,  to  the  edification  of  the  body  and  of  each  member 
therein,  and  to  be  guided  in  all  things  according  to  Cod's  re- 
vealed will,  becking  to  advance  the  Glory  of  Jesus  Christ,  our 
head,  both  in  Church  and  Brotherly  Communion,  thro'  the  assist- 
ance of  his  Holy  Spirit  which  he  hath  promised  to  his  Church, 
and  we  do  manifest  our  joint  consent  herein  this  day  in  presence 
of  this  assembly,  by  tins  our  present  public  profession  and  by 
giving  to  one  another  the  right  hand  of  fellowship. 

"  Wm.  Tomi'Son,  Pastor,  John  Dassktt, 

IIknuv  Fi.vnt,  Teacher,  Wll.l.lAM  I'ottkk, 

GvoitQK  Uosk,  Mautin  Saunimcks, 

Stbimikx  Kinsi.ky,  Elder,  Ukkgouy  Bki.ciiuu." 

The  original  covenant  of  the  first  church  has  something  of  a 
history.    This  covenant  of  faith  was  published  1739,  in  the  appcu- 
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dix  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hancock's  valuable  century  sermons  of 
the  first  church.  In  1811,  Hancock's  address  had  become  so 
rare  and  scarce,  that  Mr.  John  Adams  desired  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Whitney,  (then  its  pastor,)  to  have  it  republished,  who  con- 
sented. Hut  in  having  it  reprinted,  he  being  a  strong  advocate 
•  of  liberal  theology,  hail  this  covenant  left  out,  for  the  reason 
that  it  was  too  strongly  imbued  with  the  dogmas  of  Calvin. — 
And  it  is  a  little  singular,  too,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lunt,  a  candid 
and  thorough  historian  as  he  was,  should  have  omitted  this  relig- 
ious compact  in  his  admirable  history  of  the  first  church. 

«*Mr.  Tnmpmin  wan  ordained  Nov.  lOtlt,  11580,  and  Mr.  Flint 
March  17th,  1680-40.  According  to  the  distinction  observed  in 
those  early  times  in  churches,  Mr.  Toinpson  became  pastor  and 
Mr.  Flint  teacher. 

"  Mr.  Tompson  graduated  at  Oxford  and  commenced  preaching 
in  the  North  of  England.  From  the  beginning  he  was  a  zealous 
advocate  of  the  Protestant  religion.  The  date  of  his  arrival  in 
New  England  cannot  be  determined  with  certainty,  as  historians 
differ  greatly ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  he  came  either  in  1087  or 
IC88.  One  of  I  he  most  important  incidents  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Tompson  was,  his  being  chosen  one  of  three  ministers  to  go  on 
a  mission  to  Virginia  in  1042,  upon  a  request  from  certain  indi- 
viduals in  that  remote  colony,  that  competent  ministers  of  the 
Congregational  order  should  be  sent  to  preach  the  gospel  to 
them.  The  following  extract  from  Hubbard's  History  of  New 
England  will  explain  the  reasons  and  object  of  this  mission  : 

"  In  the  same  year,  1042,  one  Mr.  Rennctt,  a  gentleman  of 
Virginia,  arrived  at  lioston,  bringing  letters  with  him  from  sun- 
dry well-disposed  people  there,  to  the  minister  of  New  England, 
bewailing  their  sad  condition  for  want  of  the  means  of  salvation, 
and  earnestly  cut  roiling  a  supply  of  f?ii tli f ill  ministers,  whom 
Upon  experience  of  their  gifts  and  godliness,  they  might  call  to 
office.  Upon  these  letters  (which  were  openly  read  at  lioston 
on  a  lecture  day)  the  ministers  there  met,  agreed  to  set  a  day 
apart  to  seek  God  in  the  thing,  and  agreed  upon  three,  which 
might  most  easily  be  spared,  viz :  Mr.  Phillips  of  Watertown, 
Mr.  Tompson  of  Brain  tree  and  Mr.  Miller  of  Rowley,  (these 
churches  having  each  of  them  two  ministers,)  which  the  General 
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Court  approved  of,  and  ordered  that  the  Governor  should  com- 
mand them,  by  his  letters  to  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Vir- 
ginia. But  Mr.  Phillips  not  being  willing  to  go,  Mr.  Knowles, 
his  fellow-laborer,  and  Mr.  Tompson  were  sent  away,  with  the 
consent  of  their  churches,  and  departed  on  their  way  on  the  7th 
of  October,  1G42,  to  meet  the  vessel  that  should  transport  them, 
at  Narragansct ;  but  Mr.  Miller,  because  of  his  bodily  weakness, 
did  not  accept  the  call.  Both  the  churches  were  willing  to  dis- 
miss their  ministers  to  that  work,  and  the  Court  likewise  did 
allow  and  further  it,  for  the  advancement  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
Lord  Jesus,  not  fearing  to  part  with  such  desirable  persons,  be- 
cause they  looked  at  it  as  seed  sown,  that  might  bring  in  a  plen- 
tiful harvest. 

"They  that  were  sent  to  Virginia  were  long  wind-bound  at 
Rhode  Island,  and  met  with  many  other  difficulties,  so  as  they 
made  it  eleven  weeks  of  a  dangerous  passage  before  they  arrived 
there;  but  had  this  advantage  in  the  way,  that  they  took  a  third 
minister  along  with  them,  viz :  Mr.  James,  (formerly  the  pastor 
of  the  church  at  Charlestown,)  from  New  Haven.  They  found 
loving  and  liberal  entertainment  in  the  country,  and  were  be- 
stowed in  several  places,  by  the  care  of  some  honest-minded 
persons,  that  much  desired  their  company  rather  than  by  any 
care  of  the  Governor.  And  though  the  difficulties  and  dan- 
gers they  wore  continually  exercised  with  in  their  Avay  thither, 
put  them  upon  some  question  whether  their  call  were  of  God 
or  not,  yet  were  they  much  encouraged  by  the  success  of  their 
ministry,  through  the  blessing  of  God,  in  that  place. 

"  Mr.  Tompson,  a  man  of  a  melancholy  temper  and  crazy 
body,  wrote  word  back  to  his  friends  that  he  found  his  health 
so  repaired,  and  his  spirit  so  enlarged,  that  he  had  not  been  in 
the  like  condition  since  he  first  left  England.  But  he  fared  with 
them  as  it  had  done  before  with  the  Apostles  in  the  primitive 
times,  that  the  people  magnified  them,  and  their  hearts  seemed 
to  bo  much  inflamed  with  an  earnest  desiro  after  tho  Gospel, 
though  tho  civil  rulers  of  tho  country  did  not  allow  of  their 
public  preaching,  because  they  did  not  conform  to  the  orders  of 
the  Church  of  England ;  however,  the  people  resorted  to  them, 
in  private  houses,  as  much  as  before. 


KKLIGIOUS  BOCIETIKR. 


197 


"  At  tlicir  return,  which  was  the  next  summer,  by  the  letters 
which  they  brought  with  them,  it  appears  that  God  had  greatly 
blessed  their  ministry  for  the  time  while  they  wcro  there,  which 
was  not  long;  for  the  rulers  of  tho  country  did  in  a  sense  drive 
them  out,  having  made  an  order  that  nil  such  as  would  not  con- 
form to  the  discipline  of  the  English  Church,  should  depart  tho 
country  by  such  a  day. 

"It  appears,  from  what  is  related  concerning  this  mission,  that, 
although  it  did  not  succeed,  as  had  been  anticipated,  ami  was 
abruptly  terminated  by  the  order  from  the  authorities  of  tho 
Virginia  colony,  yet  it  was  not  wholly  without  fruit.  Many  seem 
to  have  been  favorably  impressed  by  the  preaching  of  Tompson 
and  his  associates;  and  the  early  historians  of  New  England 
mention  particularly  the  removal  of  Daniel  Gookins  from  Vir- 
ginia to  New  England,  as  the  result  of  the  deep  impression  pro- 
duced by  the  Puritan  preachers  from  tho  North.  This  individual 
seems  to  have  been  highly  esteemed  in  his  day.  He  removed 
to  this  part  of  the  country  in  1G44,  and  settled  in  Cambridge; 
was  Major  General  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  ami  was  author 
of 'TIlO  Historical  Collections  of  the  Indians  in  New  England.1 
Mather  thus  alludes,  and  in  no  bad  strains,  to  the  dangers  and 
benefits  that  attended  this  mission  : 

"  When  Reverend  Knowlcs  and  ho,  sailed  hand  in  hand, 

To  Christ  cupotiaing  tho  Virginian  land, 
U|»on  a  ledge  of  craggy  rocks  near  starved, 

His  liible  in  Ins  bosom  thrusting  saved; 

The  Itiblo,  tho  l>cst  cordial  of  his  heart, 
'  Come  floods,  come  flames,'  (cried  he,)  1  wo'll  never  part,' 

A  constellation  of  great  converts  there, 

Shone  round  him,  and  his  heavenly  glory  were. 

Gookins  was  ono  of  those;  by  Toinpson's  pains, 

Christ  and  Now  England  a  tloar  Gookins  gainf. 

"  Mr.  Tompson  met  with  a  severe  bereavement  in  the  death, 
during  his  absence,  of  his  wife,  who  is  described  as  'a  godly 
young  woman,  and  a  comfortable  help  to  him,  being  left  behind 
with  a  company  of  small  children,  she  was  taken  away  by  death, 
and  all  his  children  scattered,  but  well  disposed  of  among  his 
godly  friends.' 

"  Mr.  Tompson  married  for  his  second  wife,  Anne,  tho  widow  of 
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Symon  Crosbio  of  Cambridge.  The  ilato  of  this  second  marriage 
of  Mr.  Tompson  I  have  not  ascertained,  but  suppose  it  to  have 
been  in  1640  or  1647.  Their  only  child,  Anna  Tompson,  was 
bom  March  3d,  1648. 

"  The  next  notice  I  have  met  with  of  Mr.  Tompson  is  connected 
with  the  synod,  which  was  convened  at  Cambridge  in  1648,  and 
which  framed  the  platform  of  Church  Discipline  for  our  Congre- 
gational churches.  Mr.  Allen  of  Dedham  preached  out  of  Acts 
xv,  a  very  godly,  learned  and  particular  handling  of  near  all 
the  doctrines  and  applications  concerning  that  subject,  etc. 

"  It  fell  out  about  the  midst  of  his  sermon,  there  came  a  snake 
into  the  seat  where  many  of  the  Elders  sate,  behind  the  preacher. 
It  came  in  at  the  door  where  people  stood  thick  upon  the  stairs. 
Divers  of  the  Elders  shifted  from  it,  but  Mr.  Tompson,  one  of 
the  Elders  of  Hraintree,  a  man  of  much  faith,  trod  upon  the  head 
of  it,  and  so  held  it  with  his  foot  and  staff,  with  a  small  pair  of 
graincs,  until  it  was  dead. 

"This  being  so  remarkable, and  nothing  falling  out  but  by  di- 
vine providence,  it  is  out  of  doubt,  the  Lord  discovered  somewhat 
of  his  mind  in  it.  The  serpent  is  the  devil ;  the  Synod,  the  repre- 
sentative of  tho  churches  of  Christ  in  New  England.  The  devil 
had  formerly  and  lately  attempted  their  disturbance  and  dissolu- 
tion ;  but  their  faith  in  the  seed  of  the  woman  overcame  him,  and 
crushed  his  head."  This  incident  here  related  so  gravely,  to- 
gether with  the  remarks  made  upon  it  by  such  a  man  as  Wiu- 
throp,  furnishes  a  singular  illustration  of  the  character  of  our 
fathers. 

"  For  several  years  before  his  death  Mr.  Tompson's  happiness 
and  usefulness  appear  to  have  been  destroyed,  by  a  fixed  melan- 
choly, probably  constitutional,  and  which  amounted  at  times  to 
mental  alienation.  He  left  his  public  labors  as  a  preacher,  in 
the  year  1658,  about  seven  years  before  his  death.  The  state  of 
his  mind,  in  the  latter  portion  of  his  life,  doubtless  incapacitated 
him  for  the  management  of  his  temporal  affairs,  as  well  as  the 
discharge  of  his  official  duties.  In  the  archives  of  the  State  is  a 
document  entitled,  1  A  proposal  for  the  issue  of  the  complaints 
presented  by  the  beloved  brethren,  the  Deacons  of  the  Church  of 
Braintree,  in  reference  to  our  beloved  sister,  Mrs.  Tompson,  yet 
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standing  member  of  the  Church  of  Cambridge,  drawn  up  by  the 
Elders  and  some  brethren  of  that  Church,  who  had  a  hearing 
thereof  at  Cambridge,  October  15th,  1G61.1  This  unhappy  differ- 
ence between  Mrs.  Tompson  and  the  oflicers  of  the  Braintree 
Church  seems  to  have  continued.  After  the  decease  of  her  hus- 
band, she  presented  a  petition,  in  1GCS,  to  the  General  Court,  in 
which  she  complains  of  certain  moneys  being  withheld,  that  were 
due  to  her  husband,  for  his  services,  and  asks  for  relief,  although 
she  *  humbly  craves,  that  she  may  not  be  interpreted  to  accuse 
the  Church  of  acts  of  any  injustice  or  neglect  in  the  place  where 
she;  lives.'  In  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  the 
Dorchester  Church  Records  is  the  following  entry: 
"The  '20  (1)  '05. 

"  The  day  aforesaid,  at  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mather,  there  was  a 
contribution  for  Mr.  Tompson  at  JJraintrcc,  unto  which  there  was 
given  in  money  .€C  0s.  Od.  besides  notes  for  corn  and  other  things 
above  80s.;  and  some  more  money  was  added  afterwards  to  the 
value  of  8s.  3d. 

"It  is  not  easy  to  account  for  Mr.  Tompson's  becoming  so  re- 
duced in  his  circumstances.  Johnson,  in  his  1  Wonder-working 
Providence,'  has  a  passage  which  bears  upon  the  subject.  'This 
town  '  (he  is  speaking  of  the  town,  then  recently  incorporated 
at  Mount  \Volla8ton,  by  the  name  of  Uraintree,)  hath  great 
store  of  land  in  tillage,  and  is  at  present  in  a  very  thriving  con- 
dition for  outward  things,  although  some  of  Hoston  retain  their 
farms  from  being  of  their  town,  yet  do  they  lie  within  their 
bounds,  and  how  it  comes  to  pass  I  know  not ;  their  oflicers  have 
somewhat  short  allowance ;  they  arc  well  stored  with  cattle  and 
corn,  and  as  a  people  receive,  so  should  they  give.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Tompson  is  a  man  abounding  in  zeal  for  the  propagation  of 
the  gospel,  mill  of  an  ardent  nll'eelion,  in  so  much  that  lie  is  apt 
to  forget  himself  in  things  that  concern  his  own  good,  and  yet 
from  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court 
to  inquire  concerning  the  maintenance  of  ministers  in  the  county 
of  Suffolk,  it  appears  that  the  salary  allowed  their  minister  in 
Braintree1  was,  considering  the  si/.e  of  the  place,  quite  as  good  as 

1.   Sco  Mom.  Historical  Collection,  M  «orio«,  Vol.  1. 
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in  the  neighboring  towns.  That  committee,  consisting  of  Thomas 
Savage,  Kleazcr  Luther,  John  Johnson,  met  on  the  22d  of  July, 
1G59. 

"According  to  their  report,  Hingham,  having,  about  one 
hundred  families,  allowed  £90  per  annum.  Weymouth,  £100 
per  annum,  with  sixty  families;  Dorchester,  £100,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  families ;  1  to  x  bury,  to  Mr.  Eliot  and  Mr.  Danforth 
each  £00,  eighty  families;  Dcdham,  £00,  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  families;  Medfield,  £50,  forty  families;  Hull,  £40,  twenty 
families.  The  report  likewise  mentions,  that  the  mode  of  raising 
the  salaries  in  Braintrce,  was  by  public  contribution,  and  for  this 
reason,  perhaps,  the  amount  raised  was  liable  to  vary  from  tiino 
to  time. 

"  Death  at  length  came  to  deliver  the  pastor  from  his  outward 
straits,  and  to  relievo  his  mental  distress.  It  is  gratifying  to  be 
assured,  that  before  his  departure,  the  cloud  that  had  settled  up- 
on him  for  years,  lifted,  and  he  enjoyed  a  brief  season  of  peace. 
He  died  December  10th,  1000,  according  to  his  grave-stone,  which 
is  still  standing  in  the  burying-placc  in  this  town. 

"  Although  this  is  doubtless  the  true  date  of  his  death,  there  is 
n  singular  diversity  on  this  point  in  contemporary  notices  of  the 
event,  which  serves  to  show  how  difficult  it  is  to  attain  to  histori- 
cal exactness,  where  exactness  is  of  more  moment  than  in  the 
present  instance.  The  Itoxbury  Church  Records,  in  noticing  the 
event,  makes  it  occur  the  l-th  of  the  tenth  mouth,  1000.  Ho- 
bart's  manuscript  journal,  has  the  following  entry,  'December 
0th,  1000,  Mr.  Tompson,  minister  at  Uraintrce,  died  0th  day.*  The 
Itraintrcc  register  of  births,  denths,  tfec,  Mr.  Adams'  copy  gives 
10th  of  the  tenth  month,  1000.  Mr.  Hancock,  in  a  note  to  one  of 
his  century  discourses,  gives  the  date  December  10th,  1008,  which 
is  manifestly  a  mistake,  and  probably  a  misprint.  Whether  Mr. 
Tompson's  iirst  wife,  who  died  in  his  absence,  was  buried  in 
Uraintree,  I  do  not  know.  There  is  no  stone  remaining  here  to 
her  memory.  His  second  wife  died  October  11th,  1075,  and  lies 
buried  beside  him. 

"  Mr.  Tompson  died  intestate.  There  is  in  the  Suffolk  Probate 
Office  an  inventory  of  his  effects,  which  corresponds  too  closely 
with  Mather's  lines : 
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"  Jlraintree  was  of  this  jewel  then  posses t, 
Until  bimself  he  labored  into  rest. 
His  inventory  then,  with  John's  was  took  ; 
A  rough  coat,  girdle,  with  the  sacred  book." 

"  Mr.  Henry  Flint,  (or  Flynt  nt<  it  is  found  lilOftt  frequently 
spelled,)  who  was  associated  with  Mr.  Tompson  asteaehcr  of  the 
First  Church,  arrived  here  in  the  year  1G35.  'lie was  admitted 
of  Boston  Church,  15th  November,  this  year,  (1G35)  a  fortnight 
after  Vane.' 1  In  a  manuscript  journal  of  Rev.  Jcrsiah  Flint,  son 
of  the  first  teacher  of  Braintrec,  is  found  the  following  entry : 
1  Mr.  Henry  Flint  came  to  New  England  2  (12)  m.  1035.'  I  know 
not  how  to  reconcile  this  with  the  date  of  his  admission  into  the 
Boston  Church,  except  by  supposing  that  by  the  12lh  month, 
(which  was  February,)  was  intended  that  which  closed  the  year 
1034,  according  to  the  computation  then  in  use.  And  I  am  con- 
firmed in  this  supposition  by  what  is  added,  namely,  « was  or- 
dained teacher  of  the  Church  of  Uraintrec,  1040.'  He  was  in  fact 
ordained,  17th  of  March,  1039-40.  His  ordination  at  Braintreo 
may  have  been  postponed,  to  afford  him  liberal  opportunity  for 
this  recantation.  It  is  possible  that  his  sin  of  charity,  though 
repented  of,  may  have  left  a  taint  of  error,  which  influenced  some 
of  Braintrec,  to  receive  the  sacrament  at  Boston,  after  the 
gathering  of  a  church  in  their  own  town."  Winthrop,  Vol. 
I.,  pp.  190,  247,  313. 

This  part  of  the  manuscript  was,  I  suppose,  written  by  Henry 
Flint,  Esq.  The  year  then  commenced  with  March,  so  that  Feb- 
ruary closed  the  year,  instead  of  being,  as  now,  the  second  month 
of  a  new  year.  He  was  admitted  Freeman,  twenty-fifth  of  May, 
1030.  During  the  Antinomian  excitement,  he  seems  to  have  fa- 
vored the  new  views,  perhaps  out  of  deference  to  Mr.  Cotton, 
whom  he  is  said  to  have  admired  so  much  ;  and  if  so,  he  followed 
the  example  of  Mr.  Cotton  still  further,  by.  abjuring  the  doctrine 
of  Mr.  Wheelwright,  when  he  and  his  principal  friends  had  been 
obliged  to  leave  the  colony.  "  There  is  entered,"  says  Mr.  Savage, 
"so  late  as  13  May,  1040,  the  submission  of  Mr.  Henry  FJynt." 
But  the  victory  over  him  was  well  deserving  of  notice,  as  he  was 
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a  distinguished  young  man,  then  choson  minister  at  Hraintrcc.1 
It  will  be  perceived  by  the  following  extract  from  the  "  Wonder- 
working Providence,"  which  is  the  orthordox  view  of  the  matter, 
that  Mr.  Flint  was  honored  as  one  of  the  instruments  for  correct- 
ing the  heterodoxy  that  had  prevailed  at  the  Mount,  in  the  time 
of  Wheelwright.  "They  had  formerly  one  Mr  Wheelwright  lo 
preach  unto  them  (till  this  government  could  no  longer  contain 
them)  they,  many  of  them,  in  the  meantime,  belonging  to  the 
Church  of  Christ  in  Boston,  but  after  his  departure,  they  gath- 
ered into  a  church  themselves;  having  some  enlargement  of  land, 
they  began  to  be  well  peopled,  calling  to  office  among  them,  the 
reverend  and  godly  Mr.  Wm.  Tompson  and  Mr.  Henry  Flyut, 
the  one  to  the  office  of  a  Pastor,  the  other  of  a  Teacher;  the  peo- 
plo  are  purged,  by  their  industry,  from  the  sour  leven  of  those 
sinful  opinions  that  began  to  spread,  and  if  any  remain  among 
them,  it  is  very  covert."  From  a  report  of  a  committee  made 
in  1657,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Flint  and  Mr.  Tompson  received  fifty- 
five  pounds  as  their  salary."  Mr.  Flint  died  on  the  twenty-seventh 
of  April,  1668,  having  survived  the  pastor,  Mr.  Tompson,  a  littlo 
over  a  year  and  four  months,  and  his  remains  )it!  in  our  hurying- 
ground.  A  stone  over  them  bears  a  lengthy  inscription  which 
can  be  found  on  page  116. 

It  was  most  probably  written  in  Mr.  Hancock's  time,  per- 
haps by  Mr.  Hancock  himself.  He  says  in  a  note  to  one  of 
his  Century  Discourses:  "Mr.  Flynt's  monument  is  still  to  be 

1.  "  Where  fnrms  or  villages  are,  as  til  Knmiicy  Mandi,  (now  ('holsua,)  and 
Murvill-liead,  (now  Marblehcad,)  there  a  minister  or  a  brother  of  one  of  Hits  Con- 
gregations of  Boston  for  the  Marsh,  and  of  Salem  for  Murblehoad,  preachcth  ami 
exerciseth  prayer  every  lord's  day,  which  is  called  prophesying  in  such  a  place. 
And  so  it  was  heretofore  at  Monntwoollaston  within  Boston  precincts,  though 
since  it  became  a  church  now  called  of  Braintree,  but  before  they  of  the  Mount 
did,  and  those  of  the  Marsh  and  Marblehead  still  come  and  receivo  the  Sacra- 
ment at  Boston  and  Salem  respectively,  and  some  of  Braiutroo  still  receive  at 
Boston."    Lechford  Plain  Doaling,  Vol.  I.,  p.  41. 

2.  The  General  Court  appointed  a  committee  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  sal- 
ary paid  to  the  clergymen  of  the  various  towns  in  the  colony.  Tho  following- 
named  persons  constituted  the  committee,  vix. :  M  Thomas  Savage,  Elcaxer  Lu- 
ther and  John  Johnson.  They  met  at  Braintree  27th  July,  1(157,  and  made  tho 
following  report  in  reference  to  this  town:  The  deacons  of  Braintree  iuformed 
us  that  Mr.  Flint  nud  Mr.  Thompson  are  each  of  them  allowed  55  pouuds  per 
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soon,  though  much  gono  to  decay,  but  I  hope  to  see  the  tomb  of 
the  prophet  rebuilt. 1  This  note  taken  in  connection  with  the 
modern  style  of  the  inscription,  leads  mc  to  infer  that  the  old  in- 
scription had  been  effaced  by  time,  and  that  this  was  composed 
anew  or  at  least  rc-writtcn.  The  age  of  Mr.  Flint  at  his  death, 
is  not  given  on  his  tomb  stone.  Hut  in  the  Itoxbury  First  Church 
Records,  there  is  entered  a  notice  of  the  event  in  those  words : 
"  27,  2m.,  'C8,  Mr.  Henry  Flynt,  Teacher  to  the  Church  at  Brain- 
trey,  aged  Gl,  deceased."  He  was,  therefore,  about  32  years  of 
age  when  he  was  settled  in  Hraintrcc,  and  eight  or  nine  years 
younger  tfiati  the  pastor.  Tho  date  of  Mrs.  Flint's  decease, 
which  is  not  given  in  full  in  the  inscription  upon  the  stone,  is 
thus  settled  by  contemporary  manuscripts  :  "  Mrs.  Margery  Flynt 
died  10  March,  1G8G-7,  about  G  of  the  clock  in  the  morning  and 
was  buried  on  the  12th."  "  1G87,  March  10th,  Mrs.  Flint  de- 
ceased at  liraintrce,  Thursday."  Morton,  in  his  memorial,  makes 
respectful  mention  of  Mr.  Flint, as  "a man  of  known  piety, grav- 
ity, integrity  and  well  accomplished,  with  othor  qualifications  fit 
for  the  work  of  the  ministry."  Mr.  Hancock  has  the  remark, 
"During  tho  time  of  Mr.  Tompsou's  and  Mr.  Flynt's  ministry 
there  wore  204  adult  members  of  this  church." 

The  first  race  of  ministers  in  this  church,  those  who  had  been 
born  in  England  and  who  had  exercised  their  ministry  there,  had 
now  passed  away,  and  their  successors  were  all  educated  in  this 
country. 

From  April  27th,  1GG8,  to  Sept.  11th,  1672,  the  church  was 
without  a  settled  minister.  There  were  unhappy  divisions  in  tho 
church,  which  seem  to  have  occasioned  great  disturbances  and  to 
havo  been  a  subject  of  concern  to  the  neighboring  churches. 
From  a  manuscript  journal  kept  by  the  Rev.  Josiah  Flint,  son  of 
the;  teacher  of  this  church,  some  light  is  t  hrown  upon  the  history 
of  the  interval.    It  appears  from  this  manuscript,  that  Mr.  Flint 

mimim,  paid  generally  in  Mich  time  as  themselves  take  up  and  accept  of  from 
the  inhabitant*,  paid  ordinarily  yearly  or  within  tho  year,  the  town  being  about 
eighty  families.  Mr.  Tompson's  family  being  about  three  persons,  Mr.  Flint's 
about  seven  or  eight.  Their  elders  generally  depend  upon  public  contribution.." 
Mass.  Hist  Col.,  Vol.  I.,  3d  Series,  p.  50. 

L    Hancock's  Century  Sermons,  p.  24. 
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preached  to  this  church  for  some  time,  and  together  with  a  Mr. 
Bulkley,  actually  received  a  call  to  settle,  and  that  an  offer  was 
made  of  £60  per  annum  to  each,  besides  certain  privileges ;  but 
the  divisions  that  rent  tho  church  into  parties,  prevented  any  set- 
tlement, and  Mr.  Flint  fioon  after  accepted  a  call  to  become  pas- 
tor of  the  neighboring  church  of  Dorchester.  Finally  Mr.  Moses 
Fiske  was  sent  hero  by  order  of  the  County  Court  held  at  lion- 
ton.  Hancock  in  his  century  sermons  said, 44  Mr.  Fiske  lieing  sent 
by  the  Court  of  Sessions  for  the  County  of  Suffolk,  to  preach 
God's  word  to  the  Church  of  Braintrec  in  their  destitute,  divided 
state,  I  thought  it  not  amiss  to  give  a  transcript  of  the  order  ver- 
batim, because  of  the  rarity  and  success  of  such  an  extraordinary 
proceeding.  4  At  a  county  court  held  at  Boston,  by  adjourn- 
ment, 23d  of  Nov.  1071,  the  court  having  taken  into  considera- 
tion the  many  means  that  have  been  used  with  the  Church  of 
Braintrec,  and  hitherto  nothing  done  to  affect,  as  to  the  ordain- 
ing the  ordinances  of  Christ  among  them,  this  court  therefore 
orders  and  desires  Mr.  Moses  Fiske,  to  improve  his  labors  in 
preaching  tho  word  at  Braintrco  until  the  church  there  agree 
and  obtain  supply  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  or  this  court 
take  further  order.    This  is  a  true  copy  as  attest, 

'Frkegkack  Bkndall,  Clerk."' 
44  Mr.  Fiske  obeyed  and  went  not  without  the  advice  of  the 
neighboring  elders,  and  preached  his  first  sermon  here  Dec.  3d, 
1671.  The  next  day  about  twenty  of  the  brethren  came  to  visit 
him,  manifesting  (in  the  name  of  the  church,)  their  ready  accept- 
ance of  what  the  honored  court  had  done  and  thanking  him  for 
his  compliance  therewith ;  and  on  Feb.  24th,  following,  tho 
church  gave  him  a  unanimous  call  to  the  pastoral  office."  Tie  was 
ordained  Sept.  11th,  1672.  Mr.  Lunt  says,  that  it  is  probable 
that  Mr.  Fiske  preached  on  this  occasion  himself,  in  conformity 
with  a  practice  that  prevailed  at  that  early  period  in  New  Eng- 
land. In  the  records  of  the  First  Church  is  the  following  vojle  : 
44 11th,  7th  mo.,  1672,  this  was  the  day  of  my  settlement  espous- 
als to  this  church  and  congregation,  being  settled  to  the  office 
of  a  pastor  to  them.  The  churches  present  by  their  messengers, 
were  these  ;  three  at  Boston,  Roxbury,  Dorchester  Mid  Way- 
jnouth,  six  churches  ;  Mr.  Eliot  prayed  and  gave  tho  charge,  Mr. 
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Oxenbridge  and  the  deacons  joined  in  the  laying  on  of  hands, 
and  Mr.  Thatcher,  gave  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  Dep. 
Gov.  Leveret,  Mr.  Dan  forth,  Mr.  Tinge  and  Mr.  Stoughton,  were 
present."  With  Mr.  Fiskc's  administration,  the  church  records 
are  supposed  to  commence.  Mr.  Fiske  was  the  son  of  the  Kev. 
John  Fiske,  who  came  from  England  before  1C37,  was  a  physician 
and  minister,  and  was  the  first  minister  of  Wenham  and  Chelms- 
ford in  which  latter  place  he  died,  1C77.  Mr.  Moses  Fiskc's  min- 
istry in  this  town  was  a  long  one,  extending  over  thirty-six  years. 
He  died  here,  Aug.  10th,  1708,  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 
lie  left  a  large  family.  His  first  wife  was  Mix.  Sarah  Symmes, 
daughter  of  Mr.  William  Symmes  of  Oharlestown,  whom  he  mar- 
ried on  the  9th  of  tho  7th  mo.,  1671,  by  whom  he  had  fourteen 
children.  Mrs.  Fiske  died  Dec.  2d,  1602 ;  he  then  married  Mrs. 
Anna  Quinsey,  daughter  of  Itcv.  Thomas  Shepard  of  Charles- 
town.  In  tho  Braintrce  records  the  marriage  is  recorded  as  fol- 
lows, "  Rev.  Moses  Fiske  and  Mrs.  Anna  Quinsey  were  married 
7th  Jan'y,  1700,  by  Samuel  Sewall,  Esq."  She  died  July  24th, 
1708,  less  than  three  weeks  before  his  own  decease.  By  his  sec- 
ond wife  he  had  two  children.  Mr.  Fiske  preached  the  sermon 
before  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Artillery  Company,  on  the 
day  of  their  annual  election,  June  4th,  1694,  and  the  original  ser- 
mon in  his  handwriting  is  in  the  archives  of  the  Mass.  Historical 
Society. 

In  a  diary  kept  by  Mr.  John  Marshall,1  who  was  a  mason  by 
trade,  in  speaking  of  Mr.  Fiske,  says,  "  This  excellent  person  was 
ordained  pastor  of  tho  church  in  Braintree,  in  September,  1672,  in 
which  sacred  employment  he  continued  till  his  dying  day,  a  dili- 
gent, faithful  laborer  in  the  harvest  of  Jesus  Christ ;  studious  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  having  an  extraordinary  gift  in  prayer  above 

I.  Marshall's  manuscript  diary  ban  l>con  by  Mr.  Lunt  ami  other*  calloil  Fair- 
field's diary,  which  is  ovidently  i\  mistake,  an  at  tho  timo  this  diary  wan  kopt 
thoro  WM  no  person  by  tho  nanio  of  Fairfiold  to  bo  found  in  tho  town,  but  a 
person  by  the  namo  of  John  Marshall,  a  mason  and  carpenter  by  trade,  ia  fre- 
quently to  bo  fonnd.  The  births  and  death*  that  occurred  in  his  family,  as 
recorded  in  hi*  diary,  exactly  agree  with  thoso  recorded  on  tho  town  records, 
which  to  my  mind  is  proof  tmflicicnt  that  this  diary  was  Ilie  production  of  Mr. 
John  Marshall,  and  is  now  so  inscribed  on  tho  cover  of  the  book,  although  it 
was  formerly  attributed  to  Mr.  Fairfield  as  its  author. 
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many  good  men,  and  in  preaching  equal  to  the  most,  inferior  to 
few ;  zealously  diligent  for  God,  and  the  good  of  men  ;  one  who 
thought  no  labor,  cost  or  suffering,  too  dear  a  price  for  the  good 
of  his  people.  His  public  preaching  was  attended  with  convinc- 
ing light  and  clearness,  and  powerful,  affectionate  application, 
and  his  private  oversight  was  performed  with  humility  and  un- 
wearied diligence.  ITe  lived  till  he  was  near  sixty-five  years  of 
age,  beloved  and  honored  of  the  most  that  knew  him.  On  the 
18th  day  of  July,  being  the  Lord's  day,  he  preached  all  d.iy  in 
public,  but  was  not  well.  The  distemper  continued  and  proved 
a  malignant  fever,  so  that  little  hopes  of  recovery  appearing,  his 
church  assembled  together,  and  earnestly  besought  the  great 
Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  that  they  might  not  be  deprived  of  him. 
But  heaven  had  otherwise  determined,  for  on  Tuesday,  August 
10th,  he  died  about  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  was,  with  suitable 
solemnity  and  great  lamentation,  interred  in  Brain  tree,  in  his  own 
tomb,  the  12th  day." 

During  the  last  part  of  Mr.  Fiske's  ministry,  a  controversy 
arose  between  the  North  and  South  Precincts  of  the  town. 
This  contention  grew  out  of  the  fact,  that  the  south  part  of  tho 
town  considered  that  they  had  increased  to  a  sufficient  number 
to  organize  a  new  church,  and  that  it  was  very  inconvenient  for 
those  who  resided  there,  to  come  so  far  to  meeting.  This  con- 
tention was  carried  to  such  a  height,  that  it  was  found  neces- 
sary to  call  a  council  of  elders  and  messengers.  Marshall,  in  his 
diary,  makes  tho  following  entry  : 

14 1704-5,  Jan.  In  this  mouth  past  we  had  two  church 
meetings  in  Braintree,  which  occasioned  much  debate,  and  somo 
misapprehension,  about  church  discipline ;  by  reason  whereof  we 
had  much  sinful  discourse  in  this  town ;  for,  as  the  wise  man 
saith,  in  the  multitude  of  words  there  wants  not  sin,  which  words 
and  debates  caused  such  differences  as  that  it  was  the  beginning 
of  the  separation  of  the  town  and  church,  and  the  erecting  a 
meeting-house  and  forming  a  congregation  at  Monntoquod. 
Nine  of  the  church  withdrew  from  the  Lord's  table,  and  in  many 
things  acted  so  disorderly,  as  that  it  occasioned  a  council  of  the 
elders  and  messengers  of  nine  churches,  who  met  in  the  old  meet- 
ing-house in  Braintree,  May  7th,  1707.    Mr.  Nehemiah  Ilobart, 


KKL1G10U8  SOCIETIES. 


207 


of  Newtown,  wns  chosen  moderator.  The  disorders  among  m 
call  for  tears  and  lamentations  rather  than  to  be  remembered." 

Not  receiving  satisfaction  from  this  body,  they  went  still  fur- 
ther, and  sent  in  petitions  to  the  General  Court.  The  following 
are  the  petitions  of  the  North  and  South  Precincts,  the  contents 
of  which  will  explain  this  controversy  to  a  great  degree.1  The  in- 
habitants of  the  North  Precinct  were  very  loath  to  permit  those 
of  the  South  to  secede,  as  it  would  deprive  them  of  a  propor- 
tional part  of  the  salary  of  Mr.  Kiske,  the  minister.  True  it 
is,  that  those  of  the  South  Precinct  withdrew  and  built  them- 
selves a  separate  church  in  1700. 

The  following  explanation  of  the  construction  of  the  church  at 

1.  "To  his  excellency  the  Governor,  and  to  the  Honorahlo  Councill,  and  the 
Representative*  of  the  Province  In  General  Court  assembled : 

"  The  humhle  address  and  petition  of  the  Hretheren  of  the  South  Clinrch  in 
Hraintree,  on  the  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  rest  of  the  Neighbor*,  Submis- 
sively sheweth,  vise:  Forasmuch  ana  considerable  Councill  of  nine  Churcho* 
nt  their  several  sessions  aliout  our  ecclesiastical  affairs,  have  in  their  judicious 
results,  declared  their  satisfaction  in  our  weighty  reasons,  offered  for  counte- 
nancing an  assembly  for  religious  worship  in  the  southern  part  of  I  Ira  in  tree. 
Hut  have  directed  us  to  apply  ourselves  to  the  civil  Authorities,  that  we  may 
from  thence  be  put  into  best  method  for  supporting  the  ministers  that  after  an 
orderly  manner  might  be  settled  among  us. 

"  Moreover,  seeing  by  the  Lost  Result*  of  the  Honored  Councill  we  had  granted 
us  such  a  legally  and  orderly  dismission  from  the  North  Church  in  Braintrce, 
as  being  at  a  gospel  liberty  to  embody  ourselve*  into  a  distinct  Churcji  state,  and 
in  the  public  gathering  of  our  Church,  according  to  the  order  of  the  Gospel.  Wo 
have  been  respectively  favored  with  the  presence,  assistance,  and  complacenco 
of  the  reverend  and  Honored  Elder*  and  Delegate* of  five  neighboring  Churches 
who  (Neominc  Contradicent)  were  pleased,  most  fairly,  openly  and  solemnly,  to 
ordain  our  Pastor,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hugh  Adams,  in  by  and  unto  him  also,  they 
were  pleased  to  give  our  Church,  tho  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship. 

"  Ileing  therefore  well  assured  of  your  fatherly  compassion  to  us,  and  Cliris- 
tian  tenderness  for  the  interest  of  religion  amouugst  us,  we  humbly  petitiou  that 
we  may  obtain  the  favor  which  that  venerable  Councill  has  invited  us  to  ask 
and  to  hope  for. 

"  Wherefor  with  a  submissive  sense  of  our  necessary  dependence  on  the  chris- 
tian government,  and  mnjestrscy  and  Civil  Power,  which  the  most  high  God,  the 
Supreme  majesty  of  Heaven  and  Earth  has  vouchsafed  to  our  land.  We  do  now 
as  one  of  the  regularly  constituted  (though  the  meanest  of  tho)  Churches  of  tho 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  New  England,  humbly  adventure  so  fur  to  presume  on  the 
placable  lenity  and  candor  of  your  Honours,  a*  to  seek  for  shelter  under  the  wing 
of  your  paternal  care  and  conduct.  And  wo  do  earnestly  intreat  and  begg,  that 
you  will  ploase  to  order  our  Product  for  us  and  settle  according  to  the  providen- 
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the  soutli  end  of  the  town,  is  to  bo  found  in  the  Massachusetts 
Archives : 

"The  inliabitants  of  the  south  part  of  the  Town  of  Braintrcc 
having  lately  built  a  meeting-house  for  the  Public  Worship  of 
God  in  that  part  of  the  Town,  have  this  to  say  for  themselves 
in  answer  to  what  may  be  objected  to  them. 

"That  although  their  proceedings  herein  through  inadver- 
tency have  not  been  so  regular  as  they  ought  to  have  been,  on 
the  account  of  which  they  crave  favour,  humbly  acknowledging 
whatsoever  may  be  justly  charged  as  an  irregularity  upon  them, 


tially  appointed  lino  of  division  already  laid  out  mid  run  between  ami  limiting 
tbe  two  military  companies  in  Praintreo.  There  being  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  town,  Colonel  Edmund  Quiucy's  company  containing  seventy-two  families, 
and  in  the  southern  part  of  tho  town,  Cap!  John  Mill's  company,  consist! ug  of 
families  seventy  and  one,  both  enumerated  by  exact  computation,  each  of  which 
vicinities  distinctly  and  separately,  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality,  with  the 
Providential  smiles  of  Heaven,  and  the  authoritative  determination  of  your 
Honours,  may  be  able  with  a  sufficiency,  comfortably  to  support  each  pastor  in 
his  proper  Church  affairs  and  ministry.  All  this  for  prcheinineuce  we  must 
own,  that  in  all  our  town  rates,  tho  North  Mud  congregation  are  ahout  a  lifth 
part  higher  and  more  able  in  raterabloaud  improvorable  estates  than  our  South 
congregation. 

"  And  to  demonstrate  tho  legality,  equity  aud  rationality  of  this  our  request  fur 
the  above  said  Precinct,  we  have  here  from  under  the  hand  of  otir  towu  clerk  a 
copy  of  a  town  vote  passed  fairly,  for  our  being  released  from  our  North  End 
bretheren  and  neighbors,  tube  a  different  congregation  by  ourselves,  and  in 
granting  this  our  petition  ever  hereafter,  to  pray  for  the  presence  of  Christ 
whose  name  is  Wonderful  Counsellor,  the  Mighty  God,  with  theintiuito  wisdom 
aud  Grace  to  iulluencc,  preserve  aud  moderate  in  his  Majesties  Honorable  As- 
sembly of  the  Itulors'of  his  New  England  Israel,  you  will  indispensably  oblige. 
From  Naphtali,  if  your  Honours  please  so  to  name  our  neighhorhood,  from  Gou- 
osis,  30th  chapter,  8th  verse,  and  Matthew,  4th  chapter,  15  &  1U  verses. 

South  Praiutree,  October  28th,  1707. 

"  Your  Honours  most  buinblo,  obedient,  and  grateful,  though  most  unworthy 

Samuel  White,  Sen.,        Samuel  Pass,  William  Nightingale, 

Samuel  Nilos,  Jr.,  Samuel  Payne,        Thomas  Wells, 

Caleb  llobart,  .      Ebenezer  Thayer,      Penjamin  Nilcs, 

Nehemiiih  llayden,  Ebenezer  S|toar,        John  Niles,  Jr. 

Joseph  Allen,  Samuel  Litlleliold,        Mass.  Arch.,  Vol.  II. 

"  Whereas  before  this  most  Honorable  Court  tho  last  Wednesday,  our  opposers 
in  their  objections  against  our  petition,  were  pleased  to  misrepresent  several 
things  which  we  think  and  know  in  our  conscieuco,  are  uot  right,  we  do  now 
humbly  cravo  liberty  to  answer  thereunto. 
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with  nil  they  have  therein  o!onc  amiss,  yet  they  hope  that  the  fol- 
lowing considerations,  may  be  of  weight,  sufficiently  to  demon- 
strate that  their  proceedings  have  not  been  altogether  irregular, 
nor  to  bo  condemned  as  at  first. 

"  The  old  mectiug-housc  in  the  said  town  being  built  many 
years  ago,  when  the  town  was  small,  was  accommodated  for  both 
situations  and  measures,  to  the  circumstances  of  the  town  in  that 
day,  and  is  altogether  inconvenient  for  the  town,  i.  c.,  the  whole 
town  in  its  present  circumstances ;  and  as  it  is  now  situated  in 
two  distinct  parts,  considerably  distant  from  the  other,  and  not 
largo  enough  to  contain  with  comfort  above  two-thirds  of  the  in- 
habitants. 

"  The  aforesaid  inhabitants  of  the  south  end  of  the  town  find- 


"  1st.  It  being  insinuated  about  the  vote  pawed  for  oar  release  from  the  North 
congregation,  tliat  their  being  bucIi  an  even  division  between  the  two  companion 
three  or  four  from(the  North  joining  with  the  South,  might  make  a  majority  of 
voters.  And  that  which  Colonel  (jitiuscy  said,  that  several  of  them  withdrew 
and  entered  their  dissent. 

"  We  must  answer  thereunto,  the  whole  truth  of  tho  matter,  that  when  the 
town  meeting  was  gonerally  convened  tho  last  November,  wo  proposed  to  tho 
North  Knd  that  thoy  would  bo  pleased  to  vote  by  thomsolvcs,  distiuctly  from 
us,  whether  we  should  bo  released,  &o. 

"Colonel  Quinsey  then  replyed  in  their  behalf,  that  as  a  part  of  the  town  only, 
they  could  not  legally  pass  any  vote,  but  that  it  must  be  the  whole  town  to- 
gether. Accordingly  when  it  was  thus  fairly  put  to  vote,  it  passed  so  generally 
throughout  tho  whole  assembly  of  our  town  inhabitants,  as  that  wo  could  hardly 
discern  any  of  those  bauds  that  were  not  then  held  up,  whereby  it  was  and  is 
very  evident  to  us,  that  we  had  the  major  part  by  far,  of  the  North  congrega- 
tion, as  it  may  appear  by  its  beiug  afterwards,  presently  put  to  the  negative  vote 
and  there  were  but  three  or  four  hands  held  up  at  the  most,  and  we  can  prove 
that  neither  Colonel  Quiusey  nor  any  others  of  them  did,  at  that  town  meeting, 
either  withdraw  or  enter  auy  dissent 

"  2d.  Whereas  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fisk  was  pleased  then  to  desire  this  Honorable 
Court  to  examine  into  the  legality  of  our  Church  dismission,  granted  us  in  Bos- 
ton by  general  cottucll  of  Churches,  &c. 

"  We  answer  that  the  Churches  had  as  much  warning  of  it  as  possible/and  for 
any  to  question  the  validity  of  any  act  of  an  ecclesiastical  council,  because  there 
appears  not  the  majority  of  Ministers,  who  themselves  sit  only  with  the  brethe- 
rcn  in  such  a  council  as  dolcgates,  but  equally  concerned,  seems  to  argue  for 
Prelacy  too  Papistical!  for  New  England  Churches. 

"  3*1.  What  Mr.  Baxter  was  pleased  to  object,  that  wo  are  so  poor  as  to  be  just 
able  to  maintain  our  own  minister,  we  own  it  to  bo  true,  aud  that  the  North  End 
congregation  are  as  well  able  proportiouably  to  pay  tho  ninety  pounds  to  their 
minister,  as  we  to  pay  seventy  to  our  minister,  may  be  easily  made  to  appear. 
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ing  it  very  irksome,  (especially  in  the  winter,)  to  come  so  far  as 
most  of  them  come  to  meeting,  and  through  such  had  ways, 
(whereby  the  Lord's  day,  which  is  a  day  of  rest,  was  to  them  a  day 
of  labour,  rather,)  and  knowing  that  the  inhabitants  of  their  part 
of  the  town,  for  numbers  did  almost,  (if  not  altogether,)  equalize 
the  other  part,  who  did  of  themselves  when  these  were  few,  if 
any  inhabitant  in  the  south  part,  maintain  two  worthy  ministers 
at  once  to  their  satisfaction,  have  made  their  application  to  the 
town  at  sundry  times  for  near  a  dozen  years  at  their  general  town 
meeting,  that  they  would  consent  to  have  a  larger  meeting-house 
built  for  the  whole,  which  might  contain  all  the  inhabitants,  and 
might  be  something  nearer  to  them,  the  other  being  now  at  the 

Copt,  John  Mill*  wan  Moderator  on  yo  day  of  lowu  meeting above  said,  ami  can 
if  there  be  occasion,  give  a  more  full  account  of  the  work  of  that  day. 

Joseph  Adams,  Neheminh  Hayden.  Samuel  Payne, 

Samuel  French.  * 

"To  his  Excellency  ami  to  tho  Honorable  Councill  and  the  iCcpreseutativos  of 
the  I'rovinco  in  (ioneral  Court  assembled : 

"  Tho  humble  address  of  several  of  yo  broihereu  of  yc  North  Church,  llrain- 
treo,  and  other  inhabitants  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  many  other  of  their 
neighbors  most  humbly  showeth,  viz: 

"That  whereas  there  has  been  an  address  preferred  to  tho  Honorable  Assembly 
by  divers  inhabitants  of  ye  South  End  of  Braiutree,  containing  in  it  principally 
their  request  for  a  distinct  Precinct,  to  be  ordered  ami  settled  by  your  Honours, 
And  that,  according  to  the  providentially  ap|>ointed  line  of  division  already  laid 
out  and  run  between  and  limiting  ye  two  military  companies  in  Itrainlree,  which 
desire  of  theirs,  they  ask  and  hopo  for,  yet  seems  in  eoniplyaucc  with  ye  direc- 
tions of  ye  Honored  Council!  of  Churches,  ami  in  pursuance,  as  they  say  of  a 
kmgnl  and  orderly  dismission  from  ye  North  t'hnrcli  in  llrainlrect,  and  so  of  an 
orderly  settlement  of  a  minister  anions  thoin.  Which  how  far  that  dismission 
and  their  settlement  upon  it,  has  been  according  to  rule  and  order  res|tocting 
matters  of  such  a  nature,  and  how  far  to  be  approved  of,  is  most  humbly  sub- 
mitted to  your  Honours,  great  wisdom  and  judgement. 

"  Iiut  that  we  may  not  molest  and  trouble  this  great  and  general  assembly,  with 
too  tedious  a  narrative  of  the  many  steps  of  precipitancy  and  disorder  that  have 
been  from  tirst  to  last  taken  in  this  matter,  ami  presuming  that  your  Honours 
are  already  too  senceablc  ot  it  to  be  in  any  decree  imposed  upon,  wo  your  hum- 
ble petitioners  shall  tako  leave  to  answer  only  those  two  things  petitioned  for  by 
our  South  Eud  neighbors,  which  we  presume  are  one  of  them  expressed  and  ye 
other  intended. 

"  The  thing  expressed,  is  their  desire  of  a  Precinct,  to  bo  settle*!  according  to  yo 
formentionod  lino  of  division,  which  if  it  should  please  this  Honorable  Court,  too 
unreasonable  a  weokuiug  yo  old  and  standing  part  of  yo  town,  for  ;ui  much  us  yo 
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other  end  of  tlie  town ;  but  the  other  end  of  the  town  have  wholly 
refused  to  gratify  them  in  this  their  reasonable  desire,  and  this 
notwithstanding  thero  was  a  clear  vote  t  hat  there  should  be  a  new 
house  built,  so  long  ago  as  (ho  year  1006,  which  now  stands  up- 
on record.  And  they  did  all  to  hinder  the  prosecution  of  the 
said  vote,  without  our  knowledge  at  a  private  meeting  for  that 
end,  at  old  Col.  Quinsey's,  did  agree  amoung  themselves  to  shin- 
gle the  old  house.  Pretending  to  be  at  the  whole  charge  them- 
selves, and  some  persons  going  about  to  sec  what  people  would 
subscribe  thereto,  which  notwithstanding  scvcrall  pounds  were 
afterward  gathered  by  a  rate  upon  the  whole  town. 

fur  crrnti-r  pari  or  our  luiitl,  for  future  settlement,  toon  yo  South  side  of  yo  afore- 
said protended  lino. 

"  Tho  thing  intended  and  implied,  is  tlicir  earnest  desire  to  be  relented  and 
discharged  from  Utetr  own  obligation  and  engagement  for  the  support  of  ye 
Bcv.  Mr.  Mows  Fisk,  which  by  a  fair  and  legal  vote  of  the  town  they  are  unde- 
niably under. 

"  The  legnlity  and  equity  of  thnt  their  discharge  they  have  insinuated  (an  thin 
llonorablo  Court  has  already  wisely  observed)  to  be  demonstrable  by  a  vote  of 
tho  town  (an  they  say)  wherein  it  was  agreed,  that  the  southern  part  of  Brain- 
trre  Ikj  a  separate  congregation  by  themselves.  Aft  to  tills  vote  your  humblo  pe- 
titioners have  only  this  to  answer,  that  the  town  was  not  notified  of  any  such 
assembly. 

"  There  needing,  we  conceive,  no  further  answer  to  be  made,  (your  Honours 
poor  ftupplycants  not  doubting  of  your  wise  and  judicious  proceedings,  in  mat- 
ton*  of  such  conscqu«nc.o)  lieg  Icavo  earnestly  to  pray,  that  it  should  seem  meet 
to  your  Honours  to  divide  our  town  into  two  distinct  Precincts  for  the  future, 
that  it  may  he  ordered  without  weakening  the  north  part  of  ye  town,  and  that 
our  South  End  neighbors  and  bretheren  may  not  be  released  from  bearing  their 
usual  part  of  that  charge,  which  they  were  forward  in  ye  day  of  it  to  vote  for 
and  agree  to. 

"In  granting  this  our  humblo  request,  over  hereafter  to  pray  for  ye  conduct 
and  guidance  of  Hoaven  to  influence  and  direct  this  Houorablo  assembly  of  tho 
fathers  of  our  land,  you  will  endlessly  oblige  your  humblo  and  most  dutiful  and 
obedient  though  undeserving  servant**, 

John  Iteales,  John  Marshall,  James  Brackctt, 

Joseph  Crosby,  John  Nowcom,  Jr.,  Itcnjamin  Savill, 

Nathaniel  Sj>earo,  Joseph  Itrackctt,  Joseph  I'armentor, 

Samuel  Belcher,  Tcter  Newcum,  Gregory  Belcher, 

Simon  Brieut,  John  Brackett,  Samuel  Baxter. 

Wm,  Savill,  Edmund  Quinsey, 

"  Wo  whoso  names  aro  hereto  suhscriltod,  lioing  momlmrs  of  tho  Church  in 
Braiulrvo  and  inhabiting  tho  Northern  part  of  tho  town,  who  attend  likowiso 


Digitized  by  Goj^e 


212 


UELI0I0U8  SOCIETIES. 


"They  yet  at  sundry  times  have  acquainted  the  town  with 
their  grievances,  asking  a  gratification  of  their  desire,  and  have 
offered  that  if  they  would  build  altogether  they  would  consent  to 
have  the  timber  gott  out  and  raised,  and  when  ready  to  raise,  it 
should  be  left  to  a  committee  of  indifferent  men  not  otherwise 
concerned  in  the  matter  to  appoint  the  place  where  it  should  set 
up,  and  would  consent  without  objections  let  it  bo  where  they, 
pleased,  which  being  still  denyed  gavo  them  sufficient  reason  to 
think  of  building  themselves. 


moat  duly  on  the  public  worship  of  Owl  in  tho  old  meetinghouse,  in  liearty  ! 
and  zeal  to  tlie  interest  of  religion  nt  the  South  end  of  tho  town,  nnd  to  our  he- 
loved  fellow-members  nnd  hrotheren  inhabiting  there,  do  hereby  declare  our  full 
consent  and  willingness,  that  our  said  brethercn  should  have  a  dismission  from 
our  Church  in  order  unto  their  embodying  themselves  into  a  Church  State,  in  the 
south  congregation,  in  testimony  whereof,  we  hereto  sett  our  hand  on  this  third 
day  of  May,  anno,  1707. 

11  We  whoso  names  are  here  onto  subscribed,  being  of  the  North  part  of  Drain- 
tree,  Jo  hereby  signify  that  we  have  consented,  and  still  do  consent  that  the  peo- 
ple of  the  South  end  of  our  town,  should  bo  n  congregation  by  themselves. 

Uraiutree,  Nov.  19th,  1707. 

Joseph  Adams,  Klcazer   Benjamin  Noalo, 

John  Baxter,  Sen.,  Peter  Adams,  Samuel  Savill, 

Clemant  Cock,  Nathaniel  Wales,  John  Bass,  Jr., 

Nathaniel  Owen,  John  Bass,  John  Webb, 

Joseph  Hnydou,  Thomas  Lamb,  Samuel  Baas, 

John  March,  Joseph  Ileal),  John  Penniman, 

Samuel  Tompson,  Samuel  Speare,  Theophilus  Curtis, 

William  Rawson,  Joseph  Bass,  Samuel  I  Toward. 

Mass.  Arch.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  240. 

"  To  his  Excellency  tho  Covornor  and  to  tho  Honorable  Councill  and  tlio  Rep- 
resentatives of  this  Province  in  General  Court  assembled: 

"  The  humble  acknowledgement  of  the  bretheren  of  the  South  Church  In 
B  rain  tree,  sheweth. 

M  Being  informed  that  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Councilors  and 
Representatives  in  this  most  Honorable  Court  assembled,  have  resented  it,  as  our 
precipitancy,  without  our  previous  complaint,  to  the  General  Court,  of  our 
aggrievances  to  bo  considered  and  redressed  and  without  our  asking  your 
advice,  direction,  or  iiermission  for  us  to  adventure  to  erect  and  build  a  now 
Mooting  House,  to  form  ourselves  into  a  public  assembly  for  Religious  Worship, 
and  to  proceed  unto  the  calling  aud  settling  a  minister  amongst  us.  The  first 
aspect  of  all,  which  may  seem  to  be  a  contempt  of  Authority  nnd  an  indignity 
to  our  Rulers  as  a  factious  or  rebellious  design,  which  construction,  to  be  put 
upon  our  hasty  proceedings,  wo  from  tho  sincerity  of  our  heart*  most  utterly 
disclaim  and  dotost. 
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"  Whereon  they  di4  the  winter  past,  talk  very  hotly  of  build- 
ing a  meeting-house  by  themselves,  as  they  had  several  times  be- 
fore discouraged,  and  come  to  something  of  resolution  therein 
but  wcro  squib'd  and  floured  by  several  of  the  other  end  of  the 
town,  that  were  the  chief  antagonists  in  the  case,  especially  after 
they  had  gotten  some  of  their  timber,  which  notwithstanding 
they  went  on  to  build,  as  they  had  concluded  ;  now  after  they 
had  considerable  progress,  some  of  those  that  were  most  against 
them,  fearing  what  it  would  come  to,  began  to  stir,  and  would 
have  them  desist  from  their  work,  and  they  would  now  join  with 
them  to  build  together,  but  the  others  thought  they  had  little  rea- 
son to  regard  them,  then  seeing  that  they  had  all  along  been  so 
obstinate,  thinking  the  south  end  were  not  able  to  build  alone, 
and  that  they  had  thereby  an  advantage  to  hold  them  to  their 
humors  as  they  pleased. 

"  Their  meeting-house  being  so  far  finished,  as  that  they  might 
comfortably  meet  in,  that  they  might  keep  peace  with  their 

"  Nevertheless  wo  must  and  ilo  freely  acknowledge  our  rnidincss  and  error,  too 
apparently  an  occasion  thereof,  and  wherein  wo  have  therehy  transgressed  the 
Holy  Iaw  of  God,  or  the  wholesome  and  pood  law  and  customs  of  the  land,  we 
do  earnestly  and  penitently  crare  pardon  of  God  in  and  through  our  Lord  .testis 
Christ  and  of  this  most  Honorahle  Assembly  of  our  Rulers,  desiring  humbly  to 
submit  to  your  pious,  paternal  chidings  for  our  so  blaniable  haste  in  our  proceed- 
ings and  with  shame  to  accept  the  testimony  your  Honours  may  please  to  bear 
against  us,  humbly  hoping  that  no  christian  people  in  New  England  will  Ihj  so 
impudent  as  to  take  pattern  by  us  in  anything  wherein  we  have  so  much  erred 
in  our  obedience  to  tho  civil  authority  over  us. 

"  Notwithstanding  which,  seeing  this  most  Honorable  Assembly,  having  been 
pleased  to  manifest  such  a  christian  tenderness  and  fatherly  indulgence  of  us, 
as  with  your  benignant  goodness  to  overcome  the  evil  of  our  so  unlicensed  pro- 
ceedings, it  being  according  to  the  divine  Oracles,  tho  glory  of  your  Honornblo 
Court,  has  shincd  forth  In  the  admission  of  our  poor  petition,  to  such  an  audience 
and  cnne.urronco  in  both  of  therm  Honorable  Houses,  an  for  us  and  our  opposors, 
to  be  favored,  this  day,  with  an  opportuni  t  y  to  s|>eak  to  this  petition  before  this 
Honorablo  Assembly  and  heartily  accept  with  all  thankfulness,  who  are  your 
Honours  most  unworthy  though  greatly  obliging  servants. 


In  the  names  of,  and  behalf  of  the  rest. 
"The  humble  confession,  Acknowledgement  of  the  Brotheren  of  the  South 
Church  in  Braiutree."    Mass.  Arch.,Vol.  II.,  p.  247. 


Joseph  Allen, 
Samuel  l'ayne, 


Brainlree,  Not.  19th,  1707. 
Nehemiah  Hayden, 
Samuel  French. 
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Rrethcrcn.  They. have  at  a  town  meeting  lawfully  convened  the 
25th  of  this  instant,  November,  made  such  proposals  as  these 
which,  (a  word  illegible,)  by  the  moderator,  after  there  was  a 
major  vote  that  they  should  be  a  congregation  by  themselves, 
viz  :  first,  whether  the  other  end  of  the  town  would  pay  Mr.  Fisk 
to  his  satisfaction,  the  south  end  being  at  the  whole  cost  of  their 
own  meeting-house  and  maintaining  a  minister  nmoiing  them- 
selves, and  quitting  their  right  in  the  old  house;  this  denied.  A 
second  proposal  was  made,  whether  they  of  the  nort  h  end  would 
pay  Mr.  Fisk  80  pounds  per  annum,  and  the  other  doing  as  afore- 
said and  paying  ten  pounds  per  annum  to  Mr.  Fisk  ;  this  denied. 
They  made  a  third  proposal,  viz:  whether  if  they  would  pay  Mr. 
Fisk  90  pounds  per  annum,  the  south  end  doing  as  aforesaid  and 
paying  20  pounds  per  annum  to  Mr.  Fisk,  which  yet  was  denied.1 
And  now  notwithstanding  all  the  clamor  that  has  been  made, 
and  irregularity  charged  upon  them,  they  hope  that  no  judi- 
cious unbyassed  person  M  ill  condemn  them,  yea,  they  think  they 
may  say,  let  their  enemies  themselves,  guided  by  their  own  con- 
science, bo  judges,  for  it  may  be  proved  easily  that  both  Mr.  Fisk 
with  several  others  of  their  antagonists  have  at  sundry  times  ac- 
knowledged, (and  dare  not  deny,)  that  the  lower  part  of  the  town 
have  been  and  are  more  to  blame  in  the  matter  than  the  south 

end.  Braintry,  Nov.  2f>th,  170G. 

» 

Samuel  Payne,     Neiiumiah  Haydkn,       Samuel  French ." 
Mass.  Arch.,  Vol.  II.,  pp.  248,  240. 

1.  Not  luring  able  to  ttull lo  Mr.  Kisk's  salary  amicably  among  themselves, 
tbo  question  was  referred  to  the  General  Court,  who  after  iluo  consideration, 
paused  nn  Act  regulating  the  matter  as  follows: 

"  In  council,  November  *22d,  1707.  In  the  Caso  of  Hraintry,  Henri)  yesterday, 
and  voted, 

"That  the  Agreement  of  the  Town  of  Hraintry  f»r  tbo  support  of  Mr.  Fink, 
During  the  Kxerciso  of  his  ministry  there  is  good  and  valid,  nud  that  the  wholo 
Town  is  obliged  nnuiialy  to  ray  so  tbo  same  as  formerly.  The  Hearers  of  tho 
new  congregation  forthwith  tako  caro  by  subscription  to  rayse  a  maintenance, 
for  tho  minister  there  and  present  tho  same  to  tho  ncxtsession  of  the  Court,  who 
may  then  proceed  to  assign  the  Precinct  for  their  Auditory,  having  always  re- 
gard to  the  Ancient  Settlement  of  the  Town,  that  they  may  not  be  left  uncapa- 
ble  to  support  the  mhiistry  among  them. 

"Sent  down  for  concurrence,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Nov.  25,  1707. 
Read,  l'as'd  in  concurrence."    Mass.  Arch.,  Vol..  II,  p.  25U. 
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Mr.  Hugh  Admits  was  ordttinod  as  their  pastor,  September 
10th,  1707. 

"The  excitement  that  had  grown  out  of  this  division  of  the 
town  gradually  subsided,  a  reconciliation  was  effected  soon  after 
the  settlement  of  Mr.  Marsh  in  the  North  Precinct,  and  the  h:ir- 
mony  of  the  two  parts  of  the  town  was  completed,  by  Mr. 
Adams  officiating  in  the  north  meeting-house,  which  he  did, 
March  19,  1709-10. 

"The  establishment  of  Mr.  Fisk's  salary  was  a  source  of  con- 
siderable trouble,  as  well  as  questionable  management.  There 
was  more  legislation  in  regard  to  Mr.  Fink's  ministration  than 
any  other  minister  settled  over  the  first  parish.  lie  was  sent  to 
the  society  by  order  of  the  General  Court,  to  be  their  pastor  be- 
cause they  could  not  agree  among  themselves  to  have  a  perma- 
nent clergyman  settled  over  them,  and  legislation  was  required  to 
establish  his  salary.  The  following  depositions  sent  to  the  Gen- 
eral Court  will  illustrate  the  method  adopted  by  his  friends  in 
town  to  get  the  ninety  pounds  voted  by  them  as  his  yearly 
stipend  : 

"  Benjamin  Neal,  of  full  age,  tcslilicth  and  saith  that  ho  being 
in  the  house  of  Col.  Kdmund  Quinsey  a  few  days  before  the  vote 
past  in  the  town  meeting  for  Mr.  Fisk  having  ninety  pounds  per 
annum,  said  Col.  Quinsey  would  have  persuaded  me  to  take  one 
part  of  the  town  to  endeavor  to  inllucncc  ami  persuade  them  to 
pass  such  a  vote,  and  urge  as  an  argument  that  we  should  oblige 
the  Churchmen  among  us  to  |>nv  their  proportion  of  it,  or  words 
tf »  that  effect,  and  further  saith  not.  Benjamin  NuAt," 

"  Samuel  French  of  fidl  age,  testilicth  and  saith  that  being  in 
the  house  of  Capt.  John  Mills  about  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
before  the  town  vole  passed  for  the  ninety  pounds,  Col.  Quinsey 
calling  me  forth  and  said,  you  know  what  has  fell  out  in  the  town, 
the  churchmen  now  an*  seeming  loget  a  foot  in  the  town,  if  you 
will  join  with  us  in  a  vote,  we'll  suppress  the  churchmen  ;  I  have 
got  sixteen  already.  I  answered,  I  wjis  not  willing  to  this  mat- 
ter;  he  replied,  youj  may  be  afraid  that  this  will  hinder  you 
being  a  distinct  congregation  at  the  south  end  ;  but  this  will  do 
you  no  harm,  or  be  any  hinderanee  to  you  ;  I  replied  that  1 
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would  consult  to  no  vote  in  that  matter,  but  from  year  to  year 
and  further  saith  not.  Samukl  Fkkncii." 

"  Nehemiah  Ilayden  of  full  age,  testifieth  and  saith  that  Col. 
Quinsey  came  to  me  some  time  before  the  £90  vote  passed  and 
persuaded  mc  to  consent  to  it,  saying  thatitheroby  we  should 
bind  the  churchmen  to  pay  to  Mr.  Fisk,  and  by  this  persuasion  I 
consented  to  it,  further  sailh  not,  or  words  to  that  effect. 

Mass.  Archives,  Vol.  II.,  p.  242.         Nbhkmiaii  Haydkn." 

"  The  inhabitants  of  Braintree  lawfully  assembled  August  ye  7, 
1704.  Then,  voted  by  the  major  part  of  the  freeholders,1  and 
other  inhabitants  of  said  town,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Moses  Fisk 
have  a  salary  of  ninety  pounds  in  or  as  money,  (he  finding  him- 
self with  wood,)  to  be  annually  well  and  truly  paid  to  him,  ye 
Mr.  Moses  Fisk,  or  his  assigns  for  support  and  maintenance  dur- 
ing his  performing  ye  work  of  the  ministry  in  the  town,  from 
the  first  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  four."  Mass. 
Archives. 

Mr.  Joseph  Marsh  succeeded  Mr.  Fisk ;  ho  was  ordained  May 
18th,  1709.  The  records  of  the  Cambridge  Church  under  the 
date  of  Nov.  28th,  1703,  contain  the  following  entry,  "  Joseph 
Marsh,  student,"  this  is  the  first  mention  of  him  that  can  be 
found.    Ho  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1705. 

On  the  records  of  the  General  Court,  under  date  of  May  20th, 
1708,  it  is  stated  that  upon  complaint  being  made  that  the  town 
of  Tiverton,  (then  belonging  to  Massachusetts,)  did  not  comply 
with  the  law  and  provide  themselves  with  a  minister;  the  order 
directs  that  Mr.  Joseph  Marsh  be  treated  with  and  obtained,  if  it 

1.  "A  man  might  be  a  freeholder  and  not  a  freeman,  and  vice  versa.  He 
might  bo  a  voter  in  town  affairs,  and  yet  neither  be  a  freeholder  nor  a  freeman. 
A  freeman  was  one  who  had  taken  the  freeman's  oath,  and  which  alone  entitles 
him  to  vote  in  the  nomination  of  magistrates,  choice  of  deputies,  alias,  town 
representatives.  A  freeholder  was  one  who  either  by  grant,  purchase,  ur  inheri- 
tance, was  entitled  to  a  share  in  nil  the  common  undivided  lands.  When  any 
town  ofllcers  were  to  lie  chosen  or  money  raised  by  way  of  rate,  all  the  inhabi- 
tants could  vote.  Thus  we  sometimes  find  the  expression,  At  a  meeting  of  the 
freemen,  sometimes,  a  meetiug  of  the  freeholders,  or  ameetingof  the  freeholders 
and  proprietors,  or  a  meetiug  would  lie  called  of  the  freeholders  and  the  inhabi- 
tants, or  a  goneral  town  meeting.  The  expressions  in  the  call  for  the  meeting, 
would  always  iudicatu  the  nature  and  object  of  the  business  to  be  transacted." 
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may  be,  and  pent  to  said  town.  There  is  also  a  petition  from  Mr. 
Marsh,  dated  Feb.  7th,  1709,  which  says  that  he  preached  ten 
•Sabbaths  in  Tiverton,  and  that  having  been  called  to  Braintrcc, 
had  obtained  a  substitute  for  his  former  place. 

The  North  Precinct  records  contain  the  following  :  "  Feb.  14th, 
1708-9,  Then  voted  by  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  North  End  Precinct,  regularly  assembled,  to  raise  the  sum  of 
£70  per  annum,  to  be  given  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Joseph  Marsh,  upon 
his  settlement  with  us  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  during  the 
time  of  his  performance  of  that  service,  beginning  the  first  day 
of  March  next.  Then  it  was  also  voted,  to  give  to  the  said 
Mr.  Joseph  Marsh  £100,  upon  his  settlement  with  us,  and  that  to 
be  final  for  said  settlement." 

Mr.  Marsh  continued  to  preach  here  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  March  8th,  1725-0,  in  the  41st  year  of  his  age.  Mr. 
Hancock,  in  his  century  sermons  says  he  was  buried  in  the  same 
tomb  with  Mr.  Fisk.  "The  number  of  members  added  to  the 
church  under  his  ministry,  including  himself  is  102.  Baptisms 
288.  In  the  vacancy  between  his  death  and  the  settlement  of 
his  successor,  there  were  eight  baptisms. 

Mr.  Marsh.  June  30th,  1709,  married  Anno  Fisk,  daughter  of 
his  predecessor,  who  survived  him  many  years. 

Mr.  Joseph  Marsh,  son  of  the  pastor,  kept  for  many  years  a 
private  classical  school  in  this  town. 

Mr.  John  Hancock  followed  Mr.  Marsh  as  minister  of  the  First 
Church,  and  was  ordained  Nov.  2d,  172G.  His  father  was  for 
many  years  minister  in  Lexington.  John  Hancock's  name 
appears  on  the  records  of  the  Cambridge  First  Church  under 
date  of  Dec.  21st,  1718,  as  a  student  admitted  to  full  communion. 
Ho  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1719.  The  North  Precinct 
records  contain  the  following  :  "June  29th,  1720.  At  a  meeting 
this  day,  a  unanimous  call  was  given  to  Mr.  Hancock  to  settle  in 
the  work  of  the  ministry.  A  yearly  salary  was  at  the  same  time 
voted,  of  £110,  in  good  and  lawful  bills  of  public  credit  on  this 
province,  for  his  support;  and  a  settlement  of  £200,  in  good 
and  lawful  bills  of  public  credit,  was  also  voted."  An  account 
of  his  ordiuatiou  in  his  own  handwriting  is  contained  in  the 
church  records,  and  is  as  follows :  "  On  Wednesday,  Nov.  2d, 
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1 7 lit),  Mr.  John  Hancock  was  ordained  the  pastor  of  the  Church 
of  Christ,  in  the  North  Precinct  of  Brain  tree,  by  the  solemn 
imposition  of  the  hands  of  the  presbytery.  The  churches  sent 
unto,  and  desired  to  be  present  at  the  solemnity,  were  the 
churches  of  Cambridge,  Lexington,  Dorchester  First  Church, 
Milton,  Braintrce  South  Church,  Weymouth  First  Church,  and 
Hingham  First  Church.  The  Rev.  Mr.  John  Danforth  made  the 
first  prayer.  My  honored  father,  the  Kev.  Mr.  Hancock  of  Lex- 
ington, preached  the  sermon  from  Luke  xxiv  :  49.  The  Itev. 
Mr.  Thacher  gave  the  charge,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Danforth  the 
right  hand  of* fellowship.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Niles  and  Mr.  Applctou 
laying  on  hands.  His  letter  of  dismission  from  the  Church  of 
Cambridge  was  read  at  the  same  time  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hancock. 
The  auditory  was  very  numerous."1 

Mr.  Hancock  preached  here  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  7th  of  May,  1744,  in  the  forty-second  year  of  his  age.  He  is 
buried  in  the  same  tomb  with  Mr.  Fisk  and  Mr.  Marsh.  He 
married  the  widow  of  Mr.  Samuel  Thaxtcr  of  Hingham.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Hawke.  By  her  he  had  three  children, 
whose  baptisms  are  thus  recorded  by  his  own  h:ind  :  M  Mary  Han- 
cock, my  fi  rut-born,  April  13lh,  1735;  John  Hancock,  my  son, 
Jan.  10th,  1736-7;  Ebenezer  Hancock,  my  son,  Nov.  22d,  1741. 
Mary  was  born  April  8th,  1735  ;  John,  Jan.  12th,  1730-7  ; 


1.  We  have  not  boon  able  totind  the  oxponw)  of  Mr.  Hancock's  ordination, 
but  it  innat  have  been  quite  an  onerous  charge  on  the  parish,  if  the  cast  to  them 
was  as  much  as  it  was  to  the  church  at  Woburn,  uu  the  installation  of  the  llov. 
Mr.  Jackson  in  17'£),  over  their  church.  Ordinations  at  this  j»eriod  were  a 
severe  charge  upon  the  not  over-wealthy  societies  of  the  province.  There  OM 
bo  no  doubt,  but  what  this  oereinouy  at  Woburn  was  a  highly  spiritual  one  as 
the  following  items  would  indicate:— 

£  s  n. 

"  To  243  Dinners,  at  two  and  sixpence  a  dinner,  -         -  54   2  (i 

Supper  and  Breakfast  for  one  hundred  jind  seventy-eight,  -  M  18  0 

Keeping  thirty-two  horses  four  days,  -         -  3   0  0 

0  Barrels  and  one  half  of  Cyder,        -         -         •  4  110 

28  Gallons  of  Wine,      -         -         •         -         •         -  0  10  0 

2  Gallous  of  Braudy  and  four  of  Rum,         -         -         -  1  1G  0 

Loaf  Sugar,  Lime  Juice,  and  Pipes,  -         -  112  0 

83  9  6" 
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Ebenczer,  Nov.  15th,  1741."  The  above  births  nre  taken  from 
the  Braintrce  Church  Records,  Book  I. 

The  completion  of  the  first  century  from  the  gathering  of  the 
church  occurred  also  during  Mr.  Hancock's  ministry.  In  the 
church  records  is  the  following  in  his  handwriting:  "The 
Church  of  Christ  in  Braintrce,  was  embodied  Sept.  17th,  1689. 
N.  B.  On  Sept.  16th,  1639,  being  Lord's  day,  the  First  Church 
in  Braintree,  both  males  and  females,  solemnly  renewed  the 
covenant  of  their  fathers,  immediately  before  the  participation 
of  the  Lord's  Supper.  The  text  preached  upon  at  the  solemnity 
was  Isaiah  lxiii  :  7. 

The  two  sermons  delivered  on  that  occasion  were  published 
the  same  year,  and  a  second  edition  in  1811. 

The  whole  number  of  baptisms  during  Mr.  Hancock's  ministry 
was  355.  Mr.  Lunt  says,  "Several  individuals  of  high  and 
deserved  celebrity  have  been  nurtured  in  the  bosom  of  our 
church.  John  Hancock,  as  has  been  said,  was  baptized  hero  by 
his  father.  John  Adams,  the  second  President  of  the  United 
States,  was  son  of  a  deacon  of  the  church,  was  baptized  by  Mr. 
Hancock,  Oct.  26th,  1734,  became  Jan.  3d,  1773,  a  member  of 
the  church,  and  was  to  the  close  of  his  life,  a  devout  and  con- 
stant worshipper  in  the  place  where  his  fathers  had  worshipped 
before  him.  The  Quinseys,  from  the  earliest  time,  have  lent 
their  influence  to  support,  and  their  virtues  to  adorn,  the  institu- 
tions of  religion  here,  as  well  as  the  institutions  of  government 
and  learning  on  a  wider  theatre.  Judgo  Edmund  Quinscy,  who 
died  abroad  in  the  service  of  his  country,  is  affectionately  men- 
tioned in  a  sermon  preached  by  Mr.  Hancock,  after  the  intelli- 
gence was  received  of  his  death.  John  Quinscy  was  for  forty 
years  representative  of  this  town  in  tho  Ocneral  Court,  and  for 
many  years  in  succession,  Speaker  of  the  llouso  of  Representa- 
tives. His  name,  which  appears  in  the  Town  and  Precinct 
Records  in  connection  with  all  public  meetings,  was  given  to 
this  North  Precinct  of  Braintrce,  when  in  1792,  it  was  set  off 
and  incorporated  as  a  distinct  town." 

Mr.  Lunt  in  speaking  of  Mr.  Hancock  says,  he  "was  singularly 
favored  in  sdinc  of  tho  circumstances  of  his  life  and  ministry. 
Ho  transmitted  to  his  son  a  name,  which  has  been  rendered  by 
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t  li  it  son's  conspicuous  position  and  acknowledged  virtues,  illustri- 
ous in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and  which  must  ever  be  repeated 
in  connection  with  the  history  of  freedom  in  this  Western  Con- 
tinent. And  with  the  water  of  christian  baptism,  he  gave  the 
name  of  John  to  another  individual,  who  stood  before  kings  and 
princes,  the  fearless  and  persevering  advocate  of  his  country's 
rights,  who  raised  himself,  with  the  consent  of  millions,  to  the 
people's  throne,  and  who  fell  asleep  in  an  honored  old  age, 
with  the  glad  shouts  ringing  in  his  ears  of  a  nation  lie  had 
helped  to  redeem." 

For  a  year  and  a  half  after  Mr.  Hancock's  death,  there  was  no 
settled  minister  over  this  church.  Mr.  Benjamin  Stevens  sup- 
plied the  pulpit  for  several  Sundays,  and  on  the  22d  of  October, 
1744,  by  a  unanimous  vole  was  elected  pastor  of  this  church, 
and  invited  to  settle  here,  but  he  declined.  At  a  subsequent 
meeting  the  call  was  repeated,  but  he  declined  again.  At  a 
meeting  held  on  the  25th  of  Feb.,  1745,  three  gentlemen  were 
put  in  nomination,  Mr.  Vinal,  Mr.  Newman  and  Mr.  Stevens. 
Mr.  Stevens  now  had  the  largest  number  of  votes  ;  but  thore  was 
a  division  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  in  his  reply,  he  pro- 
posed that  the  matter  of  his  settlement  should  be  laid  before  a 
council  of  clergymen  of  the  neighboring  churches.  Mr.  Stevens 
finally  concluded  not  to  accept.  On  July  20tlt,  1745,  it  was 
voted  to  extend  an  invitation  to  Mr.  Lemuel  llriant  who  was,  on 
the  ltii  1 1  of  Sept.,  1745,  unanimously  elected  minister  of  this 
church.  On  the  2iid  of  the  same  mouth,  u  the  precinct  voted 
that  there  should  tie  allowed  and  paid  unto  (lie  liev.  Lemuel 
llriant,  (if  he  settle  with  them  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,)  one 
hundred  pounds  in  bills  of  credit  on  this  province  of  the  last 
emission,  fifty  pounds  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  after 
his  ordination  ;  the  other  fifty  pounds  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of 
the  second  year,  as  an  encouragement  towards  his  settling  with 
them  in  the  aforesaid  work ;"  and  they  then  voted  "  that  there 
ihonUl  bo  allowed  and  paid  unto  him,  the  said  Mr.  Lemuel 
llriant,  fifty  pounds  per  year  in  bills  of  credit  on  this  province  of 
the  last  emission,  for  two  years  after  his  first  settling  with  them ; 
and  at  the  end  of  two  years,  there  should  bo  an  addition  mado 
of  twelve  pounds  and  ton  shillings  in  bills  of  the  like  emission, 
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or  in  other  bills  equivalent,  as  a  yearly  salary  during  his  perform- 
ing the  work  of  the  ministry  among  them." 

It  appears  by  an  cutry  in  the  church  records,  that  at  a  meeting 
held  Sept.  15th,  1745,  it  was  voted  "that  the  church  will  forego 
the  privilege  of  preceding  the  other  qualilied  inhabitants  in  the 
choice  of  their  minister,  and  will  join  with  the  other  inhabitants 
of  the  said  precinct,  pursuant  to  a  warrant  made  out  for  assem- 
bling them  on  the  16th  instant,  in  order  to  the  choice  of  a  gospel 
minister  to  settle  among  them."  Mr.  Briaut  evidently  accepted 
the  call,  for  the  church  records  contain  the  following :  "  Wednes- 
day, Dec.  lllb,  1745,  Lemuel  Briant  Was  ordained  the  pastor  of 
the  first  church  of  Christ  in  Braintrce.  The  churches  Kent  to 
were,  the  church  at  Lexington,  the  second  church  in  Scituate, 
the  second  in  Braintrce,  the  lirst  in  Hingham,  the  first  in  Scitu- 
ate, the  church  in  Milton,  the  first  in  Stoughton,  the  church  in 
Dorchester,  the  first  in  Weymouth.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bourne  of 
Scituate,  began  with  prayer.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Eells  of  Scituate 
preached  from  2d  Cor.  iv  :  5.  The  llcv.  Mr.  Niles  of  Braintrce, 
gave  the  charge.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  of  Milton,  the  right 
hand  of  fellowship." 

Mr.  Lunt  says,  M  it  has  been  said  that  Mr.  Briant  was  not 
examined,  at  his  ordination,  as  to  his  creed."  Mr.  Briant  was 
born  about  the  year  1722.  He  was  a  native  of  Scituate,  Mass. 
I  to  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  I7HU,  and  wan  admitted  to 
full  communion  with  the  church  in  Scituate,  July  5th,  1741. 

Before  coming  to  Braintrce,  he  preached  some  time  in  Wor- 
cester. His  ministry  here  was  brief,  for  his  health  failing  him 
he  petitioned  to  bo  dismissed.  A  precinct  meeting  was  called 
October  22d,  1753 ;  one  object  of  which  was  "  to  take  into 
serious  consideration  the  matter  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Briant'*  petition, 
bearing  date  October  10th,  1753,  inscribed  to  the  North  Parish 
in  Braintrce;  more  especially  that  clause  in  thy  petition  which 
earnestly  desires  that  you  will  make  way  for  the  settling  a  minis- 
ter, by  dismissing  your  present  pastor  from  the  burdens  and 
labors  of  his  oflicc  ;  and  if  the  parish  after  mature  consideration 
had  on  the  premises,  shall  think  it  advisable  and  it  will  be  for 
the  best,  (all  things  considered,)  both  for  the  parish,  and  for  our 
Rev.  Pastor,  to  grant  him  a  dismission  ;  or  if  otherwise  the  Par- 
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ish  shall  think  best  to  wait  patiently  some  time  longer,  to  sec  if 
it  may  not  please  God  in  his  good  providence,  to  restore  onr 
reverend  pastor  to  his  former  state  of  health." 

John  Quiney  was  chosen  moderator.  "Then  the  vote  was  put 
whether  they  would  proceed  according  to  the  warrant ;  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative.  Then  the  vote  was  put  whether  they  would 
grant  to  tho  Ucv.  Mr.  Brinnt  his  request  in  roiipocl  to  hisdiHinis- 
sion,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative.  A  committee  was  chosen, 
Edmund  Quinsey,  Esq.,  Major  Joseph  Crosby,  Deacon  Pa rm enter, 
Mr.  Josiah  Quinsey  and  Deacon  Moses  Belcher,  to  acquaint  the 
liev.  Mr.  Briant  with  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting,  viz :  that 
they  have  dismissed  him  from  his  ministerial  office  in  this  place  ; 
and  to  return  him  thanks  for  his  labors  in  the  ministry  among 
us."  Ho  died  the  year  following  at  Uingham,  and  was  buried  at 
Scituate. 

"  From  Mr.  Bi  iant's  publications,  one  would  be  justified  in  pro- 
nouncing him  a  man  of  strong  native  abilities,  of  a  capacious  and 
vigorous  intellect.  He  was  a  hold  thinker,  and  fearless  and 
independent  in  his  judgment.  His  wit  was  pungent;  he  Itad 
considerable  command  of  language  ami  skill  in  the  management 
of  an  argument ;  and  he  was  capable  of  giving  forcible,  pointed 
and  felicitous  expression  to  his  thoughts.  In  theological  specu- 
lations, he  had  advanced  considerably  beyond  the  prevalent 
opinions  of  his  day,  and  was  one  among  that  small  but  honored 
company  of  New  England  divines,  who  had  been  able  to  extri- 
cate their  minds  from  tho  dogmas  of  Calvin,  and  to  discover  and 
appreciate  the  native  worth  of  simple,  primitive  Christianity."  1 

After  Mr.  Briant's  death,  an  invitation  to  settle  hero  was 
extended  to  the  eccentric  Dr.  Barnes  of  Scituate,  but  he 
declined. 

1.  This  hitter  was  written  by  President  .John  Adams  to  Dr.  Marsh  in  refer- 
ence to  the  first effoft  made  to  establish  liberal  theology  in  tho  first  parish: 

Quiney,  May  15th,  1815. 

"  Dear  Doctor, 

"  I  thank  yon  for  your  favor  of  tho  10th,  and  the  pamphlet  enclosed,  entitled, 
'American  Unitarianism.'  I  have  turned  over  its  leaves,  and  found  nothiug 
that  was  not  familiarly  known  to  me.  In  the  preface,  Unitarianiam  is  repre- 
sented as  only  thirty  years  old  in  New  England.  1  can  testify  as  a  witness  to 
its  old  ago.   Sixty-live  years  ago,  my  own  minister,  tho  Kev.  Unmet  Briaut ; 
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On  Oct.  8th,  1754,  Anthony  Wibird  was  unanimously  chosen 
pastor  of  the  Brain  tree  First  Church.  He  was  born  in  Ports- 
.  mouth,  N.  II.,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  the  year 
1747.  At  first  it  was  voted  that  he  should  receive  a  settlement 
of  £133  Us.  8d.  lawful  money,  and  £80  yearly  salary.  He  declined 
the  invitation,  but  being  requested  to  reconsider  the  matter,  he 
accepted  the  offer  finally  made  him,  which  was,  that  he  should 
receive  £100  salary  and  no  settlement. 

The  church  records  contain  the  following :  "  Wednesday,  Feb- 
ruary the  fifth,  1765,  Anthony  Wibird  was  ordained  pastor  of 
the  first  church  of  Christ  in  Brain  tree.  The  churches  sent  to 
were,  the  second  and  third  churches  in  said  town,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Niles,  pastor  of  the  second,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taft,  pastor  of  the 
third;  to  the  Hev.  Messrs.  Sewall  and  Prince  of  Boston  ;  to  the 
first  church  in  Cambridge,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Appleton,  pastor ;  to 
the  first  church  in  Portsmouth,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Langdon,  pastor ; 
the  Ucv.  Mr.  Bowman,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Dorchester ;  the 
Kov.  Mr.  Rohhins,  pastor  of  the  church  in  Milton ;  the  llev.  Mr. 
Smith  of  Weymouth  ;  the  Hev.  Mr.  Gay  of  Hingham,  and  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Dunbar,  pastor  of  a  church  in  Stoughton.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Langdon  began  with  prayer.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Appleton 
preached  from  those  words  in  the  10th  Levit.  3d,  4 1  will  be  sanc- 
tified in  them  that  come  nigh  me,  and  before  all  the  people  I  will  % 
be  glorified.'  The  Rev.  Mr.  (Jay  gave  the  charge.  The  Rev. 
Mr.  Dunbar,  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.'* 

Mr.  Whitney  in  his  history  in  speaking  of  Wibird,  says,  "he 
was  a  learned  man,  though  in  his  habits  somewhat  eccentric,  and 
withal  of  great  dignity,  and  beloved  and  respected  by  his  peo- 
ple." He  died  June  4th,  1800,  in  the  40th  year  of  his  ministry, 
and  his  remains  lie  in  the  same  tomb  with  Mr.  Hancock.  In  the  ♦ 
church  records  is  the  following  notice:  "Died  June  4th,  Rev. 

Dr.  Jonathan  Mnyhew  of  the  West  Church  in  \h  stun;  tlio  Rev.  Mr.  Shute.  of 
Hingham;  the  llev.  John  Brown,  of  Cohasset;  nriil  perlmpa  equal  to  nil,  if  uot 
nbove  all,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gay,  of  Hingham,  were  Unitarians.  Among  the  laity 
how  many  could  I  name,  lawyer*,  physician*,  tradesmen,  farmers!  But  at 
present  I  will  name  only  one,  Richard  Crauch,  a  man  who  had  studied  divinity, 
and  Jewish  and  Christian  antiquities,  more  tlmn  any  clergyman  now  existing 
in  New  England. 

John  Adams." 
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Anthony  Wibird,  senior  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in 
Quincy,  aged  72.  His  funeral  was  attended  on  the  7th,  when 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams  of  Weymouth  made  the  prayer,  and  the 
Hev.  Mr.  Weld  of  Brain  tree  preaehed  from  the  words  of  the 
Apostle  Paul,  4 1  have  finished  my  course.'"  Mr.  Wibird  for 
many  years  prior  to  his  death  was  unable,  from  bodily  infirmities, 
to  attend  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  consequently  it  was  neces- 
sary to  supply  his  pulpit  with  other  clergymen  the  greater  part  of 
the  time.  Mr.  Whitman,  afterwards  a  lawyer  in  Pembroke,  and 
Hev.  M r.  Flint,  afterwards  a  minister  in  Coha6set,  received  calls 
to  settle  as  colleagues  with  Mr.  Wibird,  but  did  not  accept  them. 

Hev.  Peter  Whitney  having  supplied  the  pulpit  a  short  time, 
was  invited  to  settle,  and  was  ordained  Feb.  5th,  1800.  The 
services  at  his  ordination  were  by  the  following  clergyman : 
Introductory  prayer,  by  Rev.  Prof.  Ware  of  Cambridge,  then 
minister  at  Hingham  ;  sermon  by  Hov.  Mr.  Whitney  of  North- 
borough  ;  ordaining  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Fisk  of  West  Cam- 
bridge ;  charge  by  Hev.  Mr.  Cuinmings  of  Billerica ;  right  hand 
of  fellowship  by  Hev.  Mr.  McKcati  of  Milton  ;  concluding  prayer 
by  Hev.  Mr.  Harris  of  Dorchester.  Mr.  Whitney  was  bom  at 
Northborough,  Jan.  19th,  1770.  He  was  the  son  of  Hev.  Peter 
Whitney  of  Northborough,  and  grandson  of  Hev.  Aaron  Whit- 
'ney  of  Petersham  ;  he  graduated  from  Harvard  University  in 
1791.  His  death  occurred  suddenly  March  3d,  1843,  he  being 
seventy-four  years  of  age. 

In  1835,  William  Parsons  hunt  received  and  accepted  a  call  to 
become  a  colleague  pastor  with  Mr.  Whitney,  who  was  then 
advanced  in  years  and  not  reluctant  to  divide  the  labors  of  his 
office  with  a  younger  man.  The  services  of  installation  took 
place  on  the  third  of  June,  that  year.  The  order  of  services  were 
as  follows,  namely :  Introductory  prayer  and  selections  from  the 
Scriptures  by  Hev.  Mr.  Whitney  of  West  Hoxbury ;  sermon  by 
Hev.  Mr.  Frothingham  of  Boston  ;  prayer  of  installation  by  Hev. 
Peter  Whitney  of  Quincy;  charge  by  Hev.  Dr.  Parkman  of  Bos- 
ton ;  right  hand  of  fellowship  by  Hev.  Mr.  Cunningham  of  Dor- 
chester; address  to  the  society  by  Hev.  Mr.  Gannett  of  Boston; 
concluding  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Huntoou  of  Milton.  Mr.  Lunt 
was  born  in  Ncwburyport,  Mass.,  April  21st,  1805.    While  quite 
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young  his  parents  removed  to  Boston,  where  lie  commenced  his 
Behool  education  ;  at  the  age  of  ten  he  was  sent  to  prepare  for 
college  at  an  academy  in  the  town  of  Milton  ;  he  entered  Harvard 
College  in  1819,  graduating  in  1823.  The  year  subsequent  to  his 
graduation  was  spent  in  teaching  school  in  Plymouth.  From 
Plymouth  he  returned  to  Boston  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law ;  but  soon  became  convinced  that  this  was  not  the  profes- 
sion to  which,  either  by  his  nature  or  his  habits,  he  was  adapted. 
He  entered  the  Theological  School  at  Cambridge  in  1825.  Before 
he  had  completed  the  prescribed  term  of  theological  study,  he 
was  invited  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  Jlie  Second  Congregational 
Unitarian  Society,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  which,  although  it 
had  been  gathered  some  time  before  and  had  already  erected  its 
house  of  worship,  had  never,  until  his  settlement,  enjoyed  a  stilted 
ministry.  For  six  years  previous  to  this  period  the  Rev.  William 
Ware  had  been  the  only  minister  of  the  Unitarian  faith  in  that 
great  city.  Mr.  Robbins  says,  "  hand  in  hand  they  walked,  side 
by  side  they  toiled,  for  more  than  five  years,  meekly  and  faith- 
fully fulfilling  their  sacred  ministry."  Mr.  Lunt  obtained  a  dis- 
mission from  the  church  in  New  York  in  November,  1833.  The 
interval  between  that  period  and  his  settlement  in  Quincy,  was 
employed  in  recruiting  his  strength  by  comparative  rest,  and  in 
the  occasional  supply  of  vacant  pulpits. 

Mr.  Lunt  left  Quincy  on  the  first  of  January,  1857,  to  visit  the 
Holy  Land,  he  having  for  many  years  cherished  a  desiro  to  visit 
that  region.  On  the  22d  of  February,  he  wrote  from  Cairo  : 
"Our  tent  is  now  pitched  in  the  great  square  opposite  my  win- 
dow, and  yesterday  we  tried  for  the  first  time  the  camel's  back. 
It  is  more  like  a  dream  than  anything  which  has  ever  happened  to 
me.  Only  fifty-three  days  have  elapsed  since  I  left  home  and 
now,  here  I  am,  with  my  most  cherished  plan  about  to  be  accom- 
plished !  How  amazing  it  seems  to  me  to  be  commencing  a  jour- 
ney in  which,  all  the  way  t/iroug/i,  Hie  Jiihle  is  the  best  guide- 
book !  Our  expectation  is  to  be  in  Jerusalem  in  about  forty 
days,  which  will  bring  us  to  the  Oth  of  April.  Easter  this  year 
falls  on  the  10th  of  April,  and  that  will  be  a  truly  interesting 
occasion  to  be  in  Jerusalem.  You  will  not,  therefore,  expect 
to  hear  from  me  or  of  me  for  a  long  time  after  this.    But  I  trust 
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in  the  kind  caro  that  has  preserved  mo  thus  far,  to  enable  me  to 
carry  through  to  a  happy  result  this,  the  darling  wish  of  my  life." 
On  the  28th  of  February  he  writes  from  the  desert  itself,  a  few 
miles  distant  from  Suez  :  "  Our  ride  in  the  desert  has  been  beau- 
tiful, the  atmosphere  has  been  clear  and  bracing.  I  never 
enjoyed  any  scenery  more  highly.  At  sunrise  this  morning, 
while  the  Hcdouins  were  striking  the  tents  and  loading  tho  cam- 
els,  our  party  walked  forth  to  enjoy  the  exhilarating  air.  The 
hills  on  either  side,  although  composed  of  nothing  but  stone  and 
sand,  yet  presented  the  most  beautiful  forms  against  the  clear  sky, 
and  were  colored  with  the  softest  tints.  Every  shade  imagina- 
ble of  brown  and  purple  was  displayed  upon  their  many  angles, 
and  mingled  with  tho  masses  of  shade.  I  have  just  mounted  one 
of  them,  and  with  a  telescope,  had  the  ploasure  of  seeing  the 
Red  Sea,  stretching  its  blue  line  down  from  Suez,  and  beyond  it 
the  hills  of  Asia.  I  never  felt  better  in  my  life,  and  everything 
looks  inviting  before  me."  His  tone  was  cheerful— ever  jubilant. 
He  little  thought  then  that  in  a  few  short  days  he  should  pass 
away  even  before  reaching  the  sought-for  goal,  but  so  it  proved. 
The  day -after  leaving  Sinui,  a  disease  which  had  been  coming 
*  on  stealthily  for  several  days  previous,  began  to  manifest  moro 
decided  symptoms,  and  was  evidently  fastened  upon  him.  The 
only  chance  of  relief  was  in  getting  to  some  inhabitable  place. 
He  was  carried  forward  for  three  or  four  days,  by  short  stages, 
as  carefully  and  gently  as  was  possible  on  a  camel's  back.  They 
halted  at  Akaba,  a  small  and  mean  village  of  Arabia  l'etraea,  sit- 
uated at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  Klanilic  gulf,  the  oast 
arm  of  the  Red  Sea.  Every  thing  was  done  to  comfort  the  inva- 
lid that  the  skill  and  kindness  of  his  intelligent  fellow-travellers 
could  suggest  or  supply.  Hut  it  was  in  vain.  While  neither 
they  or  he  anticipated  immediate  danger,  he  was  already  beyond 
the  reach  of  human  aid.  The  second  night  at  Akaba,  after  a 
short  fever,  attended  with  delirium,  a  deep  sleep  fell  upon  him, 
and  in  it  he  passed  away.  Decently  and  reverently,  on  tho 
morning  of  the  21st  of  .March,  his  mortal  remains  were  laid 
away  in  the  sand.    A  rude  heap  of  stones  marks  the  spot.1 

1.    Mr.  Itubbina  says  of  him,  "  All  his  writings  —  for  the  pulpit,  for  the  twig- 
azine,  for  the  regular  services  of  the  church  aud  for  extraoruiuary  occasions, 
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Mr.  Lunt  was  the  greatest  pulpit  orator  and  sennoni/.cr,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Biiant  the  most  noted  controversialist,  that  ever 
adorned  the  sacred  desk  of  the  First  Church. 

After  the  death  of  Dr.  Lunt,  the  pulpit  of  this  society  remained 
over  three  years  vacant ;  during  this  interval  various  clergymen 
preached  as  candidates  for  settlement.  At  this  time  the  Itcv. 
Mr.  Ilepworth  received  an  invitation  to  be  settled  over  this  par- 
ish, but  declined  the  call.  In  the  year  1860,  Ilev.  John  D.  Wells 
received  a  call  and  accepted.  Ilev.  Mr.  Wells  was  ordained  over 
the  First  Church,  Thursday,  December  27th,  18C0.  The  ordina- 
tion exercises  Mere  as  follows:  Prayer  by  Dr.  S.  K.  Lothrop; 
sermon  by  Dr.  J.  II.  Morrison  of  Milton;  ordaining  prayer  by 
Dr.  Kara  S.  Gannett ;  charge  by  Dr.  A.  P.  Peabody  ;  right  hand 
of  fellowship  by  the  Ilev.  llufus  Ellis;  address  to  the  people  by 
C.  A.  liartol,  D.  D. ;  concluding  prayer  by  Wm.  Newell,  D.  D.; 

theological,  moral,  biographical,  historical,  and  literary,  rise  above  the  ordinary 
lovel.  Itntsome  of  Ids  occasional  discourses  are  almost  unrivalled  in  their  de- 
partment They  aro  model*  and  will  be,  long  after  these  granite  walls,  which 
echoed  his  eloquence,  shall  have  crumbled  into  dust.  For  vigor  of  thought,  for 
cloKoness  of  reasoning,  for  acuteness  of  discrimination,  for  correctness,  dignity, 
and  force  of  style,  for  soundness,  maturity,  and  independence  of  opinion,  and 
for  solidity  and  earnestness  of  conviction,  they  are  justly  entitled  to  the  high 
distinction  they  have  already  acquired  and  to  an  enduring  fame.  But,  in  addi- 
tion to  all  these  features  of  excellence,  there  is  discoverable  in  many  of  bis  fin- 
est discourses  another  quality,  so  characteristic  of  himself  as  he  really  was,  and 
yet  so  unlike  what  ho  may  have  neomod  to  bo  to  those  who  judgod  of  him  only 
by  the  surface  that  I  cannot  in  justice  to  my  impression  of  him  refrain  from  at- 
tempting to  describe  it.  It  is  a  certain  repressed  heat,  a  pent  up  fervor  underly- 
ing the  thought  and  style ;  —  as  the  earth's  central  fire  underlies  the  calm  face  of 
nature,  the  cool  and  quiet  pastures,  the  gently  curving  hills,  and  the  moun- 
tains with  their  gray  and  passionless  brows,—  the  existence  of  which  the  reader 
or  hearer  might  fail  to  suspect,  till  at  some  unexpected  moment  it  would  flash 
out  upon  him  in  a  sudden  flame  of  eloquence  or  heave  up  a  majestic  sentence. 
TlM  discourse  delivered  at  tho  Interment  of  his  vonorablo  parishioner,  ono  of 
America's  most  renowned  sons,  one  of  freedom's  most  valiant  and  illustrious 
defenders,  oue  of  history's  most  honored  names  is  worthy  of  a  place  beside  of 
any  funeral  oratiou  of  ancient  or  modern  times.  That  also  in  commemoration  of 
tho  great  statesman  and  eloquent  orator  whose  name  is  identified  with  the  Con- 
stitution and  engraved  upon  the  arch  of  our  union,  has  no  superior  amongst  the 
many  eulogies  that  were  pronounced  over  his  grave.  The  two  historical  ser- 
mons preached  here  on  the  two  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  galhoring  of  tho 
First  Church  in  Quincy  have  oarncd  for  their  writer  nn  onviablo  reputation  in 
another  department  of  literature  which  he  cultivated  with  a  lively  interest" 
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benediction  by  tbe  pastor.  Mr.  Wells  wns  greatly  devoted 
to  his  parish,  but  was  more  of  a  pastor  than  a  preacher.  During 
the  latter  part  of  his  administration  lie  received  a  greater  salary 
than  any  other  of  his  predecessors.  July,  18C4,  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  the  regiment  of  three  months  men  who  were  stationed 
in  the  west.  In  1871,  being  out  of  health,  he  asked  of  the  society 
a  vacation  of  a  few  months  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  tour  to 
Europe  for  the  restoration  of  his  health.  This  request  was  freely 
granted  him  by  the  parish.  On  his  return,  with  renewed  health, 
he  resumed  his  labors  where  he  continued  to  minister  to  their 
wants  until  failing  health  caused  him  to  resign  his  charge.  Mr. 
Wells  delivered  his  farewell  sermon  May  28th,  187G,  which 
closed  his  pastorate  with  the  First  Church/after  having  been 
connected  with  the  parish  about  nino  years  and  five  months.  Mr. 
Wells  while  connected  with  the  church  established  and  carried 
on  quite  a  large  and  extensive  private  school,  lie  graduated  at 
Haryard  College  in  1854,  and  from  the  Divinity  School  in  1859, 
and  was  twenty-five  years  of  ago  at  the  time  of  his  settlement 
here.  At  the  present  time  we  believe  lie  is  settled  over  a  parish 
in  Los  Angeles,  California.  Since  his  resignation  the  society 
have  been  without  a  settled  pastor ;  during  this  time  the  pulpit 
has  been  most  of  the  time  supplied  by  candidates  for  settlement. 
In  the  year  1877,  they  extended  two  calls  to  eminent  clergymen: 
The  first  was  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Putnam,  D.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  New 
York ;  the  other  was  to  the  Hev.  Ellery  Channing  Butler,  of 
Danvers,  Mass.,  both  of  which  were  declined. 


Mr.  Hancock,  iu  his  century  sermons,  delivered  in  1739,  page 
25,  makes  the  following  statement  in  reference  to  the  first  meet- 
ing-houses erected  by  the  First  Congregational  Society  of  this 
town  :  "  This  is  the  third  house,  in  which  we  are  now  worship- 
ping, that  we  and  our  fathers  have  built  for  the  public  worship 
of  God." 

Of  the  time  of  construction  or  site  of  the  first  meetinsr-houso 
we  can  neither  find  traditional  nor  recorded  evidence.  Of  tho 
second  stone  church  we  cannot  find  a  record  regarding  the  time 
it  was  built,  although  a  vane  that  was  taken  from  this  house  at 
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the  time  it  was  pulled  down,  bore  date  of  1GGC,  which  by  some 
has  been  considered  the  time  of  its  construction ;  this  is  very 
uncertain,  and  to  my  mind  conjectural.  But  as  to  its  location 
we  have  recorded  testimony  registered  in  Suffolk  County,  which 
makes  it  appear  that  the  building  stood  opposite  the  present 
Public  Library,  in  the  road,  near  the  corner  of  Canal  and 
Hancock  streets,  although  tradition  relates  that  it  stood  a  short 
distance  north  of  this. 

The  old  Plymouth  road  was  laid  out  in  1640,  and  when  it 
came  to  this  church  it  divided  and  went  two  rods  at  each  end  of 
it ;  from  thin  it  would  appear  that  it  stood  cast  and  west.  It 
was  small,  but  large  enough  for  (he  times.  The  precise  time  the 
town  placed  a  bell  on  the  old  Stone  Church  we  are  not  able  to 
state  ;  it  might  have  been  when  the  vane  was  put  on,  in  1GG6. 
It  is  very  evident  that  this  old  meeting-house  was  supplied  with 
this  very  necessary  appendage  to  call  the  worshippers  together, 
and  also  to  be  used  as  an  alarm  bell.  We  have  said  that  it  was 
very  certain  that  a  bell  was  on  this  house  from  the  fact  that 
December  24th,  1G94,  the  town  appropriated  twenty-five  shillings 
to  pay  Mr.  Thomas  Kcvclls  for  ringing  the  bell  and  sweeping  the 
mccting-housc  the  year  previous.  The  bell  was  small,  weighing 
about  200  pounds,  and  in  1700-10  had  become  cracked  and  un- 
serviceable; and  Mr.  Daniel  Legarec,  having  a  strong  antipathy 
to  being  elected  to  the  office  of  constable,  agreed  to  repair  the 
bell  free  of  all  cost,  if  the  town  would  agree  not  to  choose  him 
constable. 

At  the  precinct  meeting  it  was  voted  that,  "  Whereas  the 
meeting-house  bell,  by  reason  of  the  great  crack  in  it,  is  become 
utterly  unserviceable,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Legarce  offering  to  mend 
it  on  condition  of  his  being  freed  from  being  chosen  constable, 
as  also  that  he  will  run  the  hazard  of  losing  his  labor  and  cost  in 
case  he  cannot  mend  it;  and  further,  that  if  anything  should 
happen  whereby  it  should  l>c  melted  or  broken,  that  he  will  return 
the  same  weight  of  the  same  metal  that  he  receives.  It  is  voted 
that  the  bell  be  forthwith  committed  unto  him  upon  the  condi- 
tions above  said,  and  if  said  Legarce  shall  mend  it  well  and  work- 
manlike, whereby  it  shall  again  prove  sufficiently  serviceable 
•according  to  its  dimensions,  he  shall  either  bo  freed  from  being 
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constable  as  he  desires,  or  be  paid  for  his  labor  according  to  its 
due  value." 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Legarce  was  not  able  to  fulfil  his  contract, 
as  Mr.  Edmund  Quiney  was  appointed  in  1715  to  purchase  a  bell 
of  250  pounds  weight,  that  had  recently  arrived  from  England, 
for  £40  ;  but  it  was  not  until  1721  that  they  were  able  to  procure 
one  of  200  pounds  weight.  The  other  bells  that  wcro  subse- 
quently placed  upon  the  church  were  of  the  following  weights : 
949,  1500  and  3000  pounds. 

By  a  vote  of  the  precinct  in  1715,  the  custom  of  ringing  the 
bell  at  nine  o'clock  at  night  was  first  established. 

In  1714,  the  Old  Stone  Church  went  through  a  general  repair. 
"Then  voted,  that  the  walls  of  the  meeting-house  be  effectually 
mended  and  plastered  to  the  plate  within,  white-washed  and 
painted  without ;  the  lower  floor  and  stairs,  with  their  entry 
spaces,  be  repaired,  and  that  any  small  pieces  of  ceiling  not  he- 
longing  to  the  pews  be  done ;  that  the  windows  lie  well  mended 
as  to  the  frames  and  glass,  excepting  what  belong  to  the  pews, 
and  effectually  provide  gutters  for  the  conveyance  of  water 
from  the  walls;  as  also  to  see  the  platform  on  the  top  be  sul>- 
.  stantially  mended  by  the  advice  of  skillful  workmen,  and  a 
turret  built  upon  it."  It  would  appear  from  this  vote  that  there 
was  no  spire  upon  the  church,  but  that  the  bell  was  hung  in  a 
frame  erected  upon  a  platform,  and  that  they  were  about  to  build 
a  cupola  for  it. 

The  old  church  was  furnished  with  seats  —  pews  wcro  too  ex- 
travagant a  luxury  for  the  common  people  of  thai  day;  but  in 
course  of  time  pews  were  built  by  those  who  desired  them  at 
their  own  expense,  and  with  consent  of  a  vote  of  the  precinct. 
Aftor  1700  a  constant  stream  of  votes  for  the  permission  to  con- 
struct pews  are  to  be  found  on  the  records.  The  sexton  found 
it  rather  a  vexatious  task  to  seat  the  congregation,  as  the  records 
indicate  numerous  complaints  and  debates  in  the  precinct  meet- 
ing, on  tho  question  that  many  of  them  were  assigned  too  low  a 
seat  in  tho  synagogue.  The  women  were  separated  from  the 
men. 

The  church  was  without  heating  apparatus,  having  neither 
fire-place  nor  stove.    Foot  stoves,  so  fashionable  at  one  tilnc, 
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were  not  in  use.  But  they  preached  their  brimstone  theology  » 
with  such  fervor  that  it  imparted  sufficient  caloric  to  keep  them 
comfortably  warm  in  the  coldest  weather  during  those  long,  (and 
would  have  been  to  modern  worshippers)  tedious  services  ;  long 
they  must  have  been,  if  their  clergymen's  prayers  were  as 
lengthy  as  some  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Torrcy's  of  Weymouth,  who, 
upon  a  public  Fast  Day  in  1696,  prayed  two  hours;  and  so 
gifted  was  he  in  prayer  that  some  of  his  audience  desired  that 
he  might  have  continued  an  hour  longer. 

In  1005  the  worshippers,  owing  to  the  increase  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  town,  found  their  church  too  small,  and  somewhat 
in  a  decayed  condition.  At  a  public  meeting  in  November  of 
this  year  they  voted  to  build  a  new  one,  but  this  vote  was  not 
complied  with,  as  at  a  subsequent  meeting  "Mr.  Caleb  Hubbard 
and  Mr.  Benjamin  Savill  were  instructed  to  stop  the  leaks  in  the 
south  side  of  the  meeting-house.**  This  seems  to  have  relieved 
them  of  their  trouble,  and  satisfied  them  for  thirty-five  years ; 
in  the  mean  time,  they  had  been  relieved  of  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  their  congregation  by  the  establishment  of  a  new  society 
in  the  middle  precinct. 

March  80th,  1730,  the  church  was  again  so  out  of  repair  that 
the  town  paid  Mr.  Joseph  Parmenter,  Precinct  Clerk,  twenty 
shillings  for  clearing  cart-loads  of  snow  from  inside  the  church. 

At  tliis  time  the  canine  race  became  so  imbued  with  the  re- 
ligious sentiments  of  their  masters,  that  they  began  to  attend 
church.  This  so  annoyed  the  congregation  that  the  town  voted 
to  instruct  Mr.  Parmenter  to  expel  all  the  dogs  out  of  the 
meeting-house  on  the  Sabbath  day,  for  which  he  was  to  receive 
twenty  shillings. 

The  society  decided  to  build  a  new  church  in  1730-31 ;  the  old 
stone  one  remained  until  1747-8  before  it  was  sold.  The  first 
account  we  find  in  the  town  records  relating  to  its  sale  was  to 
Jirackctt  and  Field,  September  25th,  1747,  on  condition  that  they 
would  build  a  poor  house 1  on  the  same  site  for  the  use  of  the 

1.  "September  25, /1 747.  At  thin  meeting  the  question  of  building  a  poor 
house  for  the  town's  poor  came  up  for  consideration,  nn<l  on  the  debate  of  this 
question  it  was  moved  to  said  meeting  that  the  old  stone  meeting-bouse  might, 
io  mauuer,  bo  made  to  serve  iu  that  case  by  some  alteration.  A  committee  being 
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town.  They  were  to  receive  from  the  town,  when  the  building 
was  completed,  all  the  6tone  and  timber  of  the  old  meeting- 
house, and  fifty  pounds  in  bills  of  credit.  From  some  cause  or 
other  this  sale  seems  to  have  proved  abortive. 

We  have  been  unable  to  find  any  other  mention  of  this  church 
in  the  town  records.  According  to  the  precinct  records  it  was 
sold  the  hitter  part  of  February,  1748,  to  the  highest  bidders, 
Serg.  Moses  Belcher  and  Mr.  Joseph  Nightingale,  for  £127,  old 
tenor." 

The  following  abridged  historical  account  of  the  third  meeting- 
house erected  by  the  First  Church  was  written  by  the  llev.  Fred- 
eric Augustus  Whitney,  son  of  one  of  its  former  pastors,  and 
published  in  the  New  England  Historical  and  (iencalogical  Reg- 
ister, 1804. 

After  they  had  decided  (March  2d,  1781)  to  erect  a  meeting- 
house, Mr.  Edmund  Quincy,  Samuel  Tompson,  Benjamin  Webb, 
and  Joseph  Crosby  were  chosen  a  committee  to  solicit  subscrip- 
tions, make  a  plan,  and  divide  the  pews  into  different  divisions 

tlion  instantly  appointed  I»y  said  meeting,  and  desired  directly  to  (round  viow 
the  name  mid  ro|>ort  again  to  Huh  present  meeting  what  they  tdtould  think  ad- 
visable in  the  affair.  The  said  committee  instantly  going,  returned,  and  by 
their  report  thought  it  not  advisable  to  improve  the  said  house  as  proposed, 
by  alteration ;  but  rather  to  pull  down  the  said  stone  meeting-house,  or  make 
sale  of  it,  and  to  build  another  in  the  same  place,  as  proposed,  for  to  be  im- 
proved for  the  poor  us  the  town  shall  think  best.  And  then,  after  some  further 
consideration  and  debute  thereon,  and  upou  the  motion  made  by  Messrs.  Itichard 
Brackett  and  Kbenezer  Field  to  said  meeting,  'That,  if  they  would  let  them 
have  tho  said  stone  meeting  house,  viz:  All  the  Stone,  Timber,  with  all  therein 
and  thereon,  und  also  give  them  lifty  pounds  in  Itills  of  Credit  of  tho  old  tenor, 
(viz.,  in  passable  Hills  of  Credit  equivalent  thereto.)  that  they  would  uudertake 
and  build  the  Town  a  Double  House  on  tho  same  spot  where  the  stone  meeting- 
house now  stands,  viz:  build  a  house  Thirty-six  feet  in  length  oud  Sixteen  feet 
in  breadth,  within  Boards  or  Studs;  They,  the  said  Brackolt  and  Field,  to  And 
the  Timber,  Boards,  Nails,  aud  all  other  material  necessary,  and  to  frame,  raise, 
complete,  ami  tinish  said  House,  in  all  parts  and  respects  at  the  cost  and  charge 
of  said  Brackelt  and  Field,  by  (he  first  of  March  next  coming;  for  which  ser- 
vice and  cost  the  said  Bracken  aud  Field  to  have  the  said  old  stouo  meeting- 
house,  with  all  the  Stono,  Timber,  Boards,  Nails,  or  whatsoever  belongs  to  tho 
said  house  in  such  sort,  excepting  ouly  so  muny  of  the  Stone  as  to  stone  a  small 
cellar  under  the  House  they  are  to  build  as  aforesaid,  aud  to  have  fifty  pouuds 
In  Bills  of  Credit  of  the  Old  Tenor,  —  or  in  other  passable  Bills  Equivalent 
also  as  aforesaid.'    l'ut  to  vote,  aud  it  passed  in  tho  affirmative." 
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and  prices,  ns  follows,  viz:  eight  pews  at  twenty-five  pounds, 
twelve  at  fifteen,  eight  at  twelve,  six  at  ten,  and  six  at  seven 
pounds.  The  galleries  to  have  twenty  pews,  eight  in  the  front 
against  the  wall  at  ten  pounds,  six  on  each  side  ngainst  the  wall 
at  eight  pounds  each.  The  following  arc  the  names  and  amounts 
of  those  who  subscribed  for  pews  in  the  new  church : 

"Edmund  Quincy  one  at  £25;  John  Quincy  one  at  £25;  Jos. 
Crosby  one  at  £25  ;  David  llawson  one  at  £25;  John  Beale  one 
at  £25 ;  John  Baxter  one  at  £25 ;  John  Huggles  one  at  £25 ;  Peter 
Adams  one  at £15  ;  Benjamin  Webb  onent£15;  Joseph  Brackett 
one  at  £15;  Nathan  Brackett  one  at  £15;  David  Bass  one  at 
£15 ;  Samuel  Tompson  one  at  £15  ;  Samuel  Belcher  one  at  £15  ; 
Ebcnezcr  Nightingale  one  at  £15;  Josiah  Adams  one  at  £15 ; 
John  Spear  one  at  £15  ;  John  Mills  one  at  £15 ;  John  Adams  one 
at  £15 ;  Joseph  Ncal  one  at  £12 ;  Benjamin  Neal  one  at  £12 ;  Scth 
Bas8oneat£12;  Samuel  Penniman  one  at  £12;  Moses  Belcher 
one  at  £12;  Moses  Belcher,  Jr.,  one  at  £12 ;  Benjamin  Baxter 
one  at  £12;  Stephen  Cleverly  one  at  £12;  Benjamin  Beale  one 
at  £10 ;  Pelatiah  Jtawson  one  at  £10 ;  Samuel  Savil  one  at  £10 ; 
Ebcnezcr  Adams  one  at  £10 ;  Moses  Paine,  Jr.,  one  at  £10 ;  Wil- 
liam Spear,  one  at  £10;  John  Marshall  one  at  £7;  John  I  lass  one 
at  £7 ;  Samuel  Bass  one  at  £7  ;  Joseph  Pray  one  at  £7 ;  William 
Field  one  at  £7 ;  Ebenezcr  Field  one  at  £7.  And  in  the  gallery, 
Nathaniel  Belcher  one  at  £10;  Christopher  Webb  one  at  £8; 
Ebenezer  Crane  one  at  £10;  Thomas  Crosby  one  at  £10;  Simon 
Crosby  one  at  £8;  Nathan  Brackett,  for  his  niece,  one  at  £10. 

"The  church  was  raised  in  July,1  1731,  and  was  dedicated  Oct. 
8th,  1732.  4 The  text  preached  upon  at  the  dedication,'  says 
the  minister,  Rev.  Mr.  Hancock,  '  was  Isaiah,  LX  chapter,  13th 
verse.'  The  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  then  admin- 
istered. 

"Madam  Norton  presented  to  the  church  a  very  handsome 
velvet  cushion  for  the  pulpit. 

1.  "  After  considerable  debate  at  the  meeting,  concerning  the  raining  of  the 
new  meeting- house,  the  question  was  put  whether  the  committee  should  pur- 
chase II  read,  Cheese,  Sugar,  Hum,  Sider,  and  Heer  at  the  cost  of  the  precinct, 
and  it  passed  in  the  aftirinativo.  The  church  was  raised  July  '27th,  28th,  2Uth, 
1731."— Precinct  Records. 
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ttThe  subjoined  diagram,  abridged  from  the  original,  repre- 
sents the  division  of  the  ground  floor  after  the  alterations  of 
the  building  in  1805,  and  when  it  was  taken  down  in  1828. 
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"The  following  notice  from  a  historical  sketch,  describes 
its  dimensions  and  appearance  in  1827:  'The  dimensions  of 
this  house  are  as  follows :  Width,  50  feet ;  length,  01  feet ; 
height  of  tower  to  bell  deck,  50  feet ;  height  of  cupola  from 
the  bell  deck,  25  feet;  height  of  ball  above  the  vane  from  the 
ground,  75  feet.  The  appearance  of  the  church,  inside  as  well 
as  out,  is  still  very  respectable.  There  are  87  pews  on  the  lower 
floor,  and  all  painted  throughout.  The  galleries,  as  also  the  roof, 
are  supported  by  four  large  pillars,  which  give  the  house  rather 


T1IK    I'lUHT   l'ON<SKK1IATlt»?fAI.    (UNITARIAN)  I'lltfltCH. 
KUKCTKIi  IN    1 7:J*J  ;  TAKKN    |M>\VN   IN    1  K'27. 


Tlio  pluto  of  Mm  i.l.l  olilircll  horu  pNMMiUMl  Iiu.h  been  kindly  loaned  iih  by 

the  ltev.  Frederick  A.  Whitney,  of  ItoHton  (AHtOon).     It  wan  originally  cut 

by  How  en  for  tli«  Hi«tory  of  Qnincy,  by  the  Kev.  George  Whitney,  ptib- 
lUhed  in  !K'i7. 
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a  solemn  and  imposing  appearance.  The  pulpit  is  in  the  ancient 
style  of  building—handsomely  carved — with  one  flight  of  stairs. 
Below  is  the  communion  table,  forming  the  front  part  of  a  large 
l»ew,  according  to  ancient  custom,  made  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  deacons,  or  perhaps,  for  the  ruling  ciders.  In  front  of 
the  gallery  for  the  choir  of  singers  is  a  handsome  clock,  pre- 
sented to  the  society  by  two  ladies:  Madam  Abigail  Adams, 
wife  of  President  Adams,  Senior,  and  Madam  Esther  Black, 
widow  of  the  late  Moses  Black,  Esq.* 

"As  the  dimensions,  when  the  church  was  taken  down,  were 
sixty-one  feet  by  fifty-six,  and,  as  fifteen  feet  were  added  in  the 
width  in  1805,  the  original  size  was  sixty-one  by  forty-one.  At 
first,  the  galleries  were  reached  by  stairs  in  the  west  comers  of 
the  church,  as  customary  in  early  times,  and  all  the  pews  wcro 
square.  There  were  two  rows  of  body  seats  in  front,  on  which 
were  seated  men  and  women  on  opposite  sides.  Behind  these 
were  two  rows  for  the  singers.  When  the  singers  stood,  they 
faced  each  other,  with  a  partition  between  them,  on  which  to 
lay  their  books.  The  deacons  sat  in  their  place  before  the  pul- 
pit and  lined  off  the  Psalm.  Mr.  Lemuel  Brackctt,  who  was 
born  in  1780,  and  is  of  the  best  authority  on  these  matters  of 
and  near  his  time,  informs  mo  that  when  he  was  a  boy,  Mr.  Bab- 
cock,  who  afterwards  removed  to  Milton,  led  the  singing,  using 
a  pitch-pipe. 

"  It  will  be  remembered  by  those  who  recall  the  old  church, 
that  it  rested  for  underpinning  on  two  rows  of  neatly  hammered 
stone,  and  that  the  door  steps  were  of  similar  material.  The 
church  as  originally  constructed  had  not  this  ;  but  it  was  added 
about  1790.  The  town  contemplated  putting  the  hammered 
stone  only  under  throo  walls  of  the  church,  leaving  the  back,  or 
cast  side,  in  its  first  rough  finish.  Now  this  side  of  the  church 
looked  towards  Thompson  Baxter's  house,  in  which  Rev.  Mr. 
Wibird  boarded,  and  was  that  which  the  pastor  first  approached 
in  coming  to  his  pulpit.  He  heard  of  the  purpose  of  the  town, 
and  exclaimed  :  *  Why  should  not  my  side  be  hammered  stone, 
too?  It  must  be ;  I  will  pay  for  it  myself.'  And,  according  to 
his  accustomed  liberality,  he  actually  insisted  on  defraying  the 
cost  of  that  part  of  the  stone.     It  was  not  uncommon,  aa  I 
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learned  from  my  father,  his  successor  in  the  ministry,  for  Ilev. 
Mr.  Wibird  to  look  over  the  list  of  rates  prepared  f<y  the  pay- 
ment of  his  salary,  and  erase  some  names  saying :  « this  mail  has 
been  unfortunate,' — or  'such  an  one  needs  the  money  more  than 
I  do,' — and  thus,  deductions  were  frequently  made  from  his 
stated  stipend.  The  hammered  stones  above  named  were  used 
in  the  underpinning  of  the  houses  erected  on  Cottage  Avenue 
from  the  materials  of  the  old  church. 

"  When  the  church  was  taken  down,  each  owner  signed  and 
sealed,  and  received  fifty  dollars  for  a  pew  below,  and  ten  dol- 
lars for  one  above.  As  owners  and  occupants  could  not  be 
described  on  the  diagram,  we  add  a  brief  notice  of  each — 
given  from  the  deed — of  the  owners  on  the  final  disposition  of 
the  edifice.1 


1.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  tbe  following  list  was  published  in  1804,  hence 
mauy  of  tbe  persons  herein  enumerated  have  since  deceased : 

"No.  1.  Owner,  President  John  Q.  Adams.  His  oldest  son,  George  Wash- 
ington Adams,  attorney,  of  II.  U.,  1821,  signs  for  him.  President  John  Adams, 
former  owner,  died  July  4th,  1820,  in  his  "1st  year.  His  wife,  Abigail,  died 
October  28th,  1818,  aged  74.  He  was  novor  absent  from  church,  forenoon  or 
afternoon,  when  in  Quincy ;  and  was  accustomed  in  the  latter  years  of  his  life  to 
sit  on  the  short  seat  across  the  head  of  the  pew.  His  son,  tho  President,  was  as 
punctual  at  church;  he  died  February  23d,  1848,  in  his  81st  year.  His  widow 
Louisa  Catharine,  died  May  15th,  1852,  aged  77. 

Mo.  2.  Owner,  Daniel  (Jreenleaf,  who  came  from  Boston  in  1 7: »7 ;  and  many 
years  after,  bought  and  occupied  both  the  pew  and  the  largo  and  beautiful  estate 
of  Mosos  Black,  —  tho  original  estate  of  Edmund,  ancestor  of  the  Quincy  family. 
Mr.  Greenleaf  died  March  25,  1853,  aged  S>0  years,  0  inos.  His  wife  died  Jan. 
Oth,  18:W,  aged  73.  He  was  a  brothor  to  John,  of  pow  No.  70,  and  cousin  of 
Thomas,  of  pew  No.  18;  also,  cousin  to  his  own  wifo  Elizabeth  (Jrconieaf. 

No.  3.  Owner,  George  Nightingale,  formerly  town  clerk  and  treasurer;  who 
died  Feb.  25th,  1864,  aged  77  years,  9  mos.  Scth  Burrill  occupied  before  him. 
Asa  Pope  also  occupied. 

No.  4.  Owner,  Cotton  Tufts,  H.  U.,  1777,  died  1833,  aged  76.  This  family 
lived  in  Weymouth,  attending  constantly  here.  He  was  son  of  Dr.  Cotton  Tufts 
of  Weymouth,  H.  U.,  174<J,  and  fathcrof  Quincy  Tufts,  who  is  still  a  merchant 
at  No.  105  Washington  street,  Boston,  whero  ho  has  been  engaged  longer  than 
any  other  single  trader  or  linn,  on  tho  street. 

No.  5.  Owner,  Isaac  Riddle  of  Quiucy  Point  Nathan  Josselyu  also  occu-' 
pied  it. 

No.  6.  Owner,  Anthony  Wibird  Baxter  from  the  west  part  of  the  town,  died 
Sept.,  1822.   His  widow  Catharitie  signs  the  deed,  as  executrix. 
No.  7.  Owoor,  William  Haydou,  Son.,  dood  signod  for  him  by  Wiu.  Haydott, 
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"The  old  edifice  stood  towerless  through  the  summer  of  1828, 
while  the  new  temple  was  progressing  by  its  side.  On  the  3d  of 
October,  as  the  latter  drew  towards  its  completion,  tho  bell  was 
drawn  Up  from  ita  summer  position  on  the  old  roof  to  the  cupola 

Jr.,  attorney.  Judge  Thomas  Boylston  Aclamn,  of  H.  U.,  1700,  eon  of  Presi- 
dent John  AdfUBB,  occupied  it.    lie  died  1832. 

No.  8.  Owner,  George  W.  Boalo,  (see  No.  85.)  Occupied  by  John  Briesler, 
merchant.  . 

No.  0.  Owners,  Hannah  Miller  and  her  son  Edward,  of  H.  U.,  1813,  attorney. 
He  died  in  1842. 

No.  10.  Owner,  Josiah  Quincy.  Ho  owned,  also,  |«w  No.  34,  and  by  a  door 
connected  the  two  for  greater  accommodation.  This  venerable  statesman  and 
tmo  put r int.  now  in  his  03d  year,  passed  tho  lost  summer  ns  usual,  at  his  coun- 
try seat  at  Quincy,  where  his  ancestor*  settled  and  worshipped  more  than  two 
centuries  ago. 

No.  11.  Owner,  Capt.  Oliver  Jenkins  from  Quincy  Point;  died  August,  1820. 
Occupants,  Ebenezer  Shaw  and  Perez  Chubbuck,  also  of  the  Point 

No.  12.  Owners,  jointly  and  occupants,  Benjamin  and  Job  Faxon. 

No.  13.        "         "      "  "       Joseph  Hrockott,  ond  widow  Jerusha 

Ncwcomb. 

No.  14.  Owner,  James  Hall.  Occupants,  Aimer  Willolt,  and  Daniel  French 
proprietor  of  the  old  tavern,  afterwards  called  the  Huncock  House. 

No.  IB.  Owner,  Elijah  Spear,  who  owned  and  occupied  until  his  death,  the 
houso  still  standing  near  tho  head  of  the  Quincy  canal,  in  which  Rev.  Mr.  Wi- 
bird  lived,  unmarried,  through  his  ministry,  then  the  estate  of  Thompson  Baxter. 

No.  16.  Owner,  Jonathan  Beale,  whoso  house  was  on  the  western  border  of 
Quincy,  close  upon  tho  Milton  line. 

No.  17.  Owners,  Heirs  of  Samuel  Spear.  Ho  Jived  at  Houghs  Neck,  Quincy. 
Tho  deed  is  signet!  by  Daniel  Baxter,  dr.,  in  behalf  of  the  boirs. 

No.  IS.  Owner,  Thomas  Green  loaf ,  of  H.  U.,  1784.  Ho  came  from  Boston  in 
1803  —  though  a  temporary  resident  hero  from  17U0.  His  houso  In  which  ho 
lived  more  tlian  fifty  years,  west,  beyond  President  Adams's,  once  belonged  to 
Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Chauncy  of  First  Church,  Boston,  who  lived  here  a  few 
months  of  several  successive  years.  Mr.  Greenleaf  died  Jan.  S,  J854,  in  his  87th 
year.  His  widow,  Mary  Dcming,  (Price,)  died  Feb.  22d,  1850",  in  her  80th  year. 
He  was  brother  to  the  wife  of  Daniel,  of  pew  No.  2. 

No.  10.  Owner,  Capt.  Josiah  Bass,  whoso  cstato  on  Noponsct  turnpike  con- 
nected with  Hon.  Josiah  Qnincy's. 

No.  20.  Owner,  Dcncou  Daniel  Spear.  It  was  before  owned  by  Thoophilus 
Thayer;  then  by  George  his  son.   Josiah  Brigham,  merchaut,  occupied  ft. 

No.  21.  Owner,  Oliver  Jenkins,  as  of  No.  11. 

No.  22.  Owner,  James  Mayo  of  Quincy  Point.  Deed  signed  by  Ids  widow 
Lucinda.   It  was  occupied  by  Capt.  Ezra  Prior's  family,  also  of  Quincy  Point. 

No.  2.1.  Owner.  Edward  W.  Baxter's  estate.  Josiah  Baxter  signs  deed  for 
one-half  of  it.    John  Col  man  also  occupied  it. 

No.  24.  Parish  pow  for  minister's  family. 
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of  the  new  church,  wit  hunt  at  all  coining  to  the  ground,  leaving 
the  ohl  house  ready  to  be  taken  down.  Here  the  society  gath- 
ered for  the  last  time,  for  religious  worship,  on  Sunday,  Octotar 
twelfth.  In  the  afternoon,  the  pastor,  Rev.  Mr.  Whitney,  de- 
No.  25.  Owner,  James  Baxter,  whose  estate  adjoin**!  Thomas  Greenleaf'a. 
No.  30.  Owners  ami  occupants  jointly,  Deacon  Daniel  Spear  ami  Nedabiah 
Rant 

No.  27.  Owner,  Jonathan  Baxter  of  Quincy  Point. 

No.  28.  Owner,  llryant  Newcomh,  who  also  owned  a  pew  in  the  east  end  of 
(lie  south  gallery  where  ho  always  sat  himself. 

No.  21).  Owner,  Adam  Curtis,  occupied  also  by  his  brother  Samuel,  sons  of 
Noah,  and  all  extensively  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  boots. 

No.  30.  Owner,  Noah  Curtis  from  Pain's  Hill,  town  treasurer. 

No.  31.  Owner,  Deacon  Samuel  Savil,  occupied  also  by  his  son  Josiah  Savil. 

No.  32.  Owner,  Bbenezer  Crane,  occupied  also  by  his  son-in-law,  Josiah 
Nightingale. 

No.  33.  Owner,  Win.  Baxter,  Jr.,  occupied  also  by  Paul  Wild. 
No.  34.  Owner,  Josiah  Quiucy,  connecting  with  No.  10. 
No.  35.  Owner,  Frederick  Hard  wick. 
No.  3ti.  Owner,  Josiah  Haas,  as  of  No.  10. 

No.  37.  Owners,  Kdnuind  Hillings*  estsite,  by  Lemuel  Brackets  administrator, 
one- third,  — Jerusha  and  Mary  Hillings,  each  one-third. 

No.  38.  Owner,  Dauioi  Greenleaf  (as  of  No.  2),  occupied  by  his  sister  Priscllla 
widow  of  John  Appleton,  and  her  son  Alfred. 

No.  SB,  Owner,  George  H.  Apthorp  The  deed  is  signed  for  him  by  Rev. 
Henjainin  Clark  Cutler,  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  Quiucy.  Aaron  Mason  also 
occupied,  of  the  Hrmof  Chamberliu  and  Mason,  wheelwrights. 

No.  40.  Owner,  Ixjnuiel  Brackett,  (see  No.  54,)  occupied  by  Kbenezer  Green. 

No.  41.  Owner,  I^emuol  Pope,  from  S<piantum,  north-east  part  of  the  town. 

No.  42.  Owner,  John  Savil,  sou  of  Deacon  Samuel  Savil. 

No.  43.  Owner,  John  Souther,  shipwright  at  Souther's  wharf,  Quiucy. 

No.  44.  Owner,  .lames  Hull,  son  of  dipt.  John  Hull,  former  owner. 

No.  45,  Owner,  Katm  Clover. 

No.  40.  Owner,  Jesse  Fen  no.    Deed  signed  by  Daniel  Spear,  executor. 
No.  47.  Owners,  Edward  Clover,  Polly  Glover,  administratrix,  one-half  each. 
No.  48.  Owner,  General  Thomas  Taylor,  from  "  the  Farms." 
No.  40.  Owner,  John  Quincy  Adams;  deed  signed  as  No.  1.   .John  Spear 
occupied. 

No.  50.  Ownent,  Samuel  and  Ebencxer  Kawson,  one-half  each. 

No.  51.  Owner,  Deacon  Josiah  Adams,  occupied  alio  by  his  moii  Josiah,  Jr. 
Deacon  Adams  died  April  24th,  1844,  aged  80.  He  and  his  brothers,  of  pews 
Nos.  07  and  77,  were  second  cousins  to  President  John  Q.  Adums.  Deacon 
Adams'  widow,  Margaret,  died  Feb.  3d,  1840,  wanting  0  days  of  75  years. 

No.  52.  Owner,  John  Haas,  kindly  remembered  by  many  ;  living  on  Grunite 
street  to  au  advanced  age,  his  sister  Polly  with  him;  both  unmarried.  Occu- 
pied also  by  William  Seavor,  teacher,  and  Dr.  Ebcuexer  Woodward. 
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livered  a  farewell  discourse,  appropriate  to  the  occasion,  from 
the  wol  ds  of  the  Prophet  Zechariah  i :  5.    *  Your  Fathers,  where 
are  they?  and  the  Prophets,  do  they  live  forever?' 
"  In  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day  the  old  church  was  sold  at 


No.  53.  Owner,  Ellsha  T.  (  ratio.  Occupied  also  by  Ebenexer  Nightingale. 
This  pew  formerly  belonged  to  Thompson  Baxter,  with  whom  Rev.  Mr.  Wibird 
lived. 

No.  64.  Owner,  Lemuel  Dnvcketi.  Belonged  formerly  to  his  father  James, 
who  died  Angnnt  lGtti,  1825,  in  his  Kith  year,  a  constant  attendant  at  church, 
and,  in  his  latter  years,  sitting  in  the  pulpit  by  reason  of  deafness.  He  is  groat- 
grcat-creat-graiid  son  of  the  original  nnceator,  Cnptniu  Richard  Brackett,  Den- 
niii,  Itoston,  UuU, —  wlio,  wild  wife  Alico,  joined  Itraintrco,  now  Quiucy ,  First 
Church, —  town  clerk, —  tbird  captain  of  the  town,  wliioh  office,  by  reason  of  in- 
firmities he  begged  to  lay  down  In  MM,  and  the  court  appoiute<l  Edm.  Quiucy 
to  succeed  him.    Richard  gave  a  silver  cup  to  the  church  which  is  iuacribed 

with  the  initials  of  him  and  his  wife,  after  the  ancient  custom,  thus:    g  J  A 

He  died  March  5th,  IKK),  aged  80. 

No.  55.  Owners,  jointly,  Capt.  James  Bracket*,  older  brother  or  J*muel,  and 
Tliomas  Phipps  as  administrator.  It  was  occupied  also  in  the  latter  years  of 
the  church  by  the  families  of  William  Whall  and  Charles  Park.  Capt  Brackett 
kept  a  store  by  his  house,  which  was  on  the  north-east  corner  of  Hancock  and 
Kim  streets.  The  old  town  hay  scales,  unlike  what  wo  sen  now,  stood  in  front 
of  this  store.  This  house  was  built  in  17114-5,  by  James,  father  of  Capt,  James, 
and  was  on  the  site  of  the  old  well-known  Brackett  tavern  kept  by  James, 
grand-father  of  Capt.  James.  Capt.  James  Brackett  removed  from  Quincy  in 
1825,  to  Philadelphia;  and,  after  residing  some  years  at  Greeii|K>rt,  L,  I.,  died 
at  Philadelphia,  April  iHth,  1855,  in  his  80th  year. 

No.  58.  Owner,  Dr.  Tliomas  Phipps,  who  succeeded  his  father,  Dr.  Thomns, 
of  H.  UM  1757,  as  physician  in  Quiucy,  and  who  fell  dead,  August  30th,  183*2, 
from  ossification  of  the  heart,  as  he  was  leaving  his  house  on  School  street, 
walking  to  the  Town  Hall  to  meet  the  officers  of  the  regiment  and  resign  his 
commission  as  its  surgoon.  He  was  at  Cambridge  commencement,  with  his 
fnmily,  seeming  never  in  better  health,  on  the  day  before,  when  his  son  Harri- 
son Gray  Oils  Phipps,  afterwards  minister  at  Cohasset,  took  part  on  graduating. 
The  first  owner  of  this  pew  was  Capt.  Joseph  Neal  Arnold,  who  was  uamed  for 
old  Deacon  Neal. 

No.  57.  Owner,  Capt.  James  Brackett,  of  No.  55.    Lewis  Baxter  occupied  it. 

No,  58.  Owner,  Henry  Hardwick,  who  lived  at  the  foot  of  Pain's  Hill. 

No.  50.  Owner,  Peter  Keating.  His  son-in-law  Lemuel  Baxter,  aud  Thomas 
Nightingale  also  occupied  it. 

No.  GO.  Owner,  Elijah  Spear  of  No.  15.  Occupied  by  Moses  Reed  Marsh  and 
Edmund,  brothers,  who  carried  on  a  boot  factory  on  Hancock  street,  opposite 
house  of  L.  Brackett. 

No.  01.  Owner,  Elisha  Marsh,  who  died  April  17lh,  1847,  aged  05.  His  widow 
Lucy  died  Jan.  23,  1804,  aged  81.    Former  owner,  his  father,  Wilson  Marsh, 
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public  auction  by  Deacon  Daniel  Spear ;  the  tower,  as  we  have 
seen,  having  been  disposed  of  before.  Its  parts  were  separately 
sold  and  iu  the  following  order  :  The  pulpit  window,  broad  and 
handsome,  with  a  semi-circular  top,  alone  had  inside  blinds,  and 

who  died  July  7,  1828,  aged  78.  Wilson  was  groat-grandson  of  the  original 
ancestor,  Liout.  Alexander  Marsh,  Freeman,  UVA,  who  married,  prohahly, 
1><!C.  li),  UBS,  Mary,  daughter  of  Gregory  Bolchor,  and  died  March  7,  um,  aged 
ahout  70.    Alexander's  sou  John  was  father,  prohahly,  of  John,  of  H.  U.,  1720 

No.  03.  Owner  of  one-half,  William  Newcomh.    Occupied  also  hy  his  sons. 

No.  (»3.  Owner,  John  Pray,  who  died  at  an  advauced  age;  father  of  l^wis  G. 
Pray,  long  engaged  in  husiuess  in  Boston,  now  residing  at  Roxbury. 

No.  04.  Owners,  jointly,  Joseph  Field  from  the  foot  of  Pain's  Hill,  aud  Wil- 
liam Baxter,  School  street. 

No.  CW.  Owuors,  jointly,  Jcdadiah  and  Peter  Adams,  hrothers;  from  whose 
estate  on  Sea  struct,  Itev.  P.  Whitney  purchased  laud  iu  18(11,  on  which  to  erect 
his  house,  and  subsequently,  in  180*.). 

No.  (10.  Owners,  jointly,  William  Spear  and  Daniel  Hobart,  the  latter  being 
sexton  for  many  years. 

No.  07.  Owner,  Kbenoxer  Adams.  He  died  June  10,  1841,  aged  7!>  years,  1 
month.  His  widow  Kli/.al>oth  died  Sept.  '20,  18ft;,  aged  XI  > oars, 20  days.  John 
Whitney,  merchant,  at  Quiucy  Point,  also  occupied  it,  who  died  Jan.  2,  1K50, 
in  his  86tli  year.  Ho  was  brother,  and  the  wives  of  Kbenexer  Adams,  of  Dea- 
con Josiah  Adams,  and  of  Lemuel  Brackett,  wore  sisters,  of  Rev.  Peter  Whit- 
noy.  Mr.  Adams  bought  this  pew  of  the  ostuto  of  <ion.  Palmer,  who  lived  at 
Gerinantown. 

No.  08.  Owner,  Lewis  Bass,  son  of  Deacon  Jonathan  Bass,  former  owner. 

No.  0!».  Owner,  Win.  James,  jr.    Hannah  Bent  aud  mother  also  occupied  it. 

No.  70.  Owner,  John  Greeuleaf,  formerly  Judge  Richard  Crunch's  pew, 
whose  daughter  Lucy  ho  married  April  4,  17!tV  His  estate  was  the  aucient 
Orauch  estate  on  School  street.  He  was  son  of  Sheriff  William  Greeuleaf  of 
Boston.  Rev.  Dr.  Lunt,  iu  tho  appendix  to  his  sermon  after  the  death  of  Hon. 
Thomas  Gtecolcuf,  says:  '  there  wore  two  sheriffs  of  SnlTolk  at  that  tinio,  and 
what  is  remarkable,  they  woru  hrothers,  one  a  Tory,  Stephen  (iroeiilcaf,  and  tho 
other,  William  (ireeuluaf,  an  ardent  Whig.'  A  sister  of  Mr.  John  Greenleaf, 
Nancy,  married  his  wife's  brother,  Judge  William  C  ranch  of  Washington.  Mr. 
Greenleaf  died  March  2U,  1848,  aged  84  years,  0  mouths.  His  wife  diod  previ- 
ous—Feb.  18,  1840,  aged  7'J  years.  Her  mother  and  President  John  Adams's 
wife  were  sisters— the  daughters  of  Rev.  William  Smith  of  Weymouth.  Dr. 
Taint  concludes  his  excellent  sermon  on  Mr.  Thomas  Greeuleaf  in  these  words: 
•Aud  may  it  be  our  felicity,  when  our  earthly  work  shall  be  ended,  to  leave  lie- 
hind  us  as  untarnisehd  a  name,  and  as  distinct,  as  unequivocal  and  as  reliable, 
evidences  of  a  useful  and  houorahle  life,  as  have  been  left  behind  him  hy  tho 
venerated  friend,  fellow-townsman  and  fellow- worshipper,  upon  whose  grave  I 
lay  this  humble  tribute  of  affectionate  respect.'  And  of  Mr.  John  Greenleaf 
Dr.  Lunt  writes,  as  follows:  '  This  venerable  man  had  boon  blind  from  his  youth; 
but  tho  care  which  his  condition  required  waa  an  office  of  love,  aud  never  a 
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was  sold  first,  to  Isaac  Dodge,  for  13.00 ;  tbcn  the  stove,  stand- 
ing on  the  north-west  side,  opposite  the  tower  door,  was  sold, 
with  its  appurtenances,  to  David  Riddle,  Esq.,  for  $42.50.  Tho 
pnlpit  and  pews  below  were  also  sold  to  him  for  $53.00.  Tho 
residue  of  tho  building  was  sold  to  Ebcnezer  Adams,  for  $202. 

burden,  through  his  uniform  cheerfulness  and  christian  goodness.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Greenleaf  were  among  the  excellent  of  the  earth ;  and  the  memory  of  thnir 
quiet  worth  is  cherished  in  many  hearts.'  Mr.  CI.,  wo  may  add,  though  Mind, 
was  a  constaut  attendant  at  church.    He  whs  likewise  proficient  on  the  organ 

No.  71.  Owners,  Tctcr  Urackott,  one-eighth;  Hetsoy  nmckott,  ono-fourth  and 
two-tonllw;  Mary  1*.  Adams,  one-eighth;  Frances  8i»oar,  Mehitablo  and  Sarah 
Nightingale,  one- tenth  each. 

No.  72.  Owner,  Daniel  Spear.   Jnhn  Hillings  and  Mrs.  Faxon  also  occupied  it. 

No.  73.  Owner,  William  Wood,  master  builder  of  the  new  stone  church.  The 
family  of  Thomas  Crane  also  occupied  it. 

No.  74.  Owner,  Peter  Ilicknell  from  Germautown,  south-east  part  of  Quincy. 

No.  75.  Owners,  Horatio  N.  Glover,  one-half;  Nathaniel  Glover  and  Thomas 
Adams,  one-quarter  each. 

No.  7(J.  Owner,  Jonathan  Marsh,  son  of  Wilson,  of  pew  No.  Gi.  He  was 
much  interested  in  historical  and  goncnlogical  research.  Ho  omlured  a  long 
and  painful  confinement  in  christian  patience  and  hope,  and  diod  Docomber  10, 
1801,  aged  74  years,  8  months,  5  ilays. 

No.  77.  Owner,  Thomas  Adams,  whoso  estate  was  on  Noponset  Turnpike. 
Ho  was  brother  of  Deacon  Josiah  and  Ebenezer. 

No.  78.  Owner,  8olomon  Nightingale.   James  Green  also  occupied  it 

No.  70.  Owner,  Adam  Hardwick. 

No.  80.  Owners,  Jonathan  Cook  and  Daniel  Bpear. 

No.  81.  Owner,  William  Wood.  George  Veasio  occuplod  It  Deacon  Elijah 
Veasie,  his  father,  formerly. 

No.  82.  Owners,  Oliver  Hillings,  one-half;  George  M.  Gibbens,  one-quarter; 
George  13.  JJilliugs,  one-quarter. 

No.  83.  Owner,  John  Dwelle  from  Pain's  Hill.  Henry,  brother  of  William 
Wood,  also  occupied  it. 

No.  84.  Owuers,  Luther  Spear,  two-thirds;  Frances,  widow  of  Sotli  8pear, 
one- third. 

No.  85.  Ownor,  George  W.  Hcalo.  Ho  fell  dead  in  his  yard,  of  disease  of  tho 
lMsart  Nov.  10,  1851,  aged  09.  His  father,  Captain  Benjamin  lleale,  former 
owner,  died  in  1820,  at  a  very  advanced  ago.  Thoir  largo  and  beautiful  estate 
adjoined  President  Adams's  on  the  west 

No.  80.  Owner,  Peter  Iloylston  Adams,  brother  to  President  John  Adams. 
He  died  at  a  very  advanced  age.  The  deed  is  signed  by  Peter  Turner  as  Guar- 
dian of  Peter  JJoylstou  Adams,  for  ouo-third;  Mary  Tumor,  for  one-third;  and 
Davis  lloardman  for  one-third.   Elisha  Turner  also  occupied  it 

No.  87.    Parish  pow  for  town's  poor. 

82 


Digitized  by  Google 


11KLIUI0US  BOCIKTIKH. 


Tho  stono  underpinning  and  steps  were  sold  to  Cotton  Pratt  for 
$82.50.   Total,  $383.00. 

"On  tho  28th  of  March,  previous,  the  tower  had  been  sold 
at  auction,  together  with  tho  underpinnings  and  door-steps  con- 
nected with  the  same,  to  Mr.  John  Spear,  for  $70.00.  The  vane 
and  ball  on  the  cupola  were  purchased  separately,  by  Mr.  Henry 
Wood,  for  $3.25.  Tho  net  proceeds  of  tho  old  church,  including 
the  tower  and  vano,  were  $450.25. 

11  On  the  8th  of  April  following,  tho  bell  was  moved  from  the 
cupola  to  the  north-west  end  of  the  roof;  and  on  the  14th,  in 
tho  presence  of  a  largo  number  of  spectators,  the  cupola  was 
thrown  to  tho  ground  with  a  loud  crash. 

"  In  the  course  of  ten  days  after  tho  sale  of  the  church,  it  was 
wholly  taken  down  and  the  spot  graded,  there  having  been  no 
cellar  beneath  the  building.  The  society  worshipped  in  the 
Town  Hall  on  three  Sabbaths  previous  to  the  dedication,  relig- 
ious services  being  suspended  on  tho  first  Sabbath  after  the 
destruction  of  the  old  church  edifice." 

In  1820,  tho  question  was  agitated  in  reference  to  the  building 
of  a  new  edifice.  April  lllh,  n  committee  wan  appointed  by  the 
parish,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  constructing  a  stone 
church.  This  committee  reported,  Nov.  0th,  in  favor  of  such  a 
house,  and  their  report  was  nearly  unanimously  accepted. 

A  building  committee  was  chosen,  viz  : — Thomas  Grcenlcaf, 
chairman,  Noah  Curtis,  John  Souther,  Lemuel  Urackett  and 
Daniel  Spear. 

The  cellar  was  commenced  April  0th,  1827,  and  on  tho  11th 
of  June,  the  corner  stone  was  laid  with  appropriate  solemnities. 
A  prayer  was  offered  and  an  address  made  by  the  pastor,  ltov. 
Mr.  Whitney.  lion.  Thomas  Grecnlcaf,  chairman  of  the  building 
committee,  made  some  interesting  remarks  and  read  the  inscrii>- 
tion1  on  the  plate,  which  was  deposited  in  a  lead  box,  together 
with  the  several  deeds  of  land  presented  to  the  town  by  tho  late 
President  Adams. 

The  new  church  was  located  on  the  north-west  of  the  old, 


1.   The  inscription  is  M  follows:  "A  temple  for  the  public  worship  of  God, 
ami  fur  puhlic  instruction  in  the  doctrines  ami  duties  of  the  Christian  religion. 
"Erected  hy  tho  Congregational  Society  in  the  town  of  (Juiucy;  tho  stone 
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ami  immediately  contiguous;  so  close  indeed  were  the  corners  of 
the  two  buildings,  that  in  order  to  complete  the  right  end  of  the 
stono  portico,  it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  tower  of  the  old 
church. 

The  now  churcli  was  dedicated  to  the  service  and  worship  of 
the  one  living  and  true  God,  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  12th,  1828. 
Rev.  Dr.  Gray  offered  the  introductory  prayer;  Rev.  Mr.  Brooks 
read  selections  from  the  Scriptures ;  Rev.  Dr.  Lowell  offered  the 
dedicatory  prayer;  the  pastor  of  the  church,  Rev.  Mr.  Whitney, 
preached  from  Genesis  xxvm  :  17  ;  Rev.  Dr.  Porter  offered  the 
concluding  prayer. 

The  church  is  built  of  grnnite,  with  a  pediment  in  front,  sup- 
ported by  four  Doric  pillnrs,  the  shaft  of  each  being  a  single 
block.  It  contains  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  pews  on  the 
lower  floor  and  twenty-two  in  the  galleries.  According  to  the 
report  of  the  building  committee,  contained  in  the  parish  rec- 
ords, the  work  included  in  the  original  estimate  made  by  the 
architect,  was  performed  at  a  cost  of  $3000  within  that  estimate. 
The  total  cost  of  the  building  with  the  improvements  around  it, 
was  #30,488.50,  to  which  must  bo  added  the  sum  of  $4350  voted 
to  bo  paid  to  the  proprietors  of  pews  in  the  old  meeting-house, 
and  the  cost  of  the  furnace.  The  debt  incurred  by  the  erection 
of  so  costly  an  edifice,  was  finally,  in  the  year  1833,  wiped  off. 

takou  from  tlio  granite  quarrios  given  to  the  town  by  tlio  Hon.  Joliu  Adams, 
late  President  of  the  United  State*. 

This  stoue  was  laid  June  11th,  1827.  in  the  fifty-first  year  of  American 

Independence. 
The  Rev.  Peter  Whitney,  Pastor  of  the  Society. 
John  Quincy  Adams,  President  of  the  United  States. 
Levi  Linooln,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts. 
John  Whitney,  Daniol  Spoar,  John  Souther, 
Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Quincy. 
Uuilding  Committee,— Thos.  Greonleaf,  Chairman ;  Noah  Curtis,  John 
Souther,  Lemuel  Brackett,  Daniel  8pcar. 
Alexander  l'arris,  Architect. 
William  Wood,  Master  Builder. 
Memoranda: 

The  iwpulalion  of  tho  town,  estimated  at  2000.   That  of  the  United  States, 

at  13,000,000. 
Engravod  by  Uazeu  Morse." 
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It  has  been  said  tlint  the  stone  for  this  church  was  all  taken 
from  the  quarry  given  by  Mr.  Adams  for  this  purpose,  which  is 
somewhat  of  a  mistake,  as  the  largo  columns  and  caps  were 
taken  from  the  quarry  now  worked  by  Jesse  Bunton  &  Co., 
formerly  called  the  Uattle-snako  Hill  quarry.  They  were  the 
first  largo  shafts  quarried  in  Qiiincy. 

Under  the  portico  of  this  church,  lie  in  a  granite  tomb,  the 
remains  of  President  John  Adams  and  Abigail,  his  wifo.  Tho 
remains  of  John  Quincy  Adams  and  his  wife  are  also  deposited 
under  this  edifice. 

Feb.  16th,  1837,  the  parish  granted  permission  to  individuals 
to  place  an  organ  in  the  church,  for  the  use  of  the  worshipper*. 
This  organ  had  previously  belonged  to  Trinity  Church,  in  Hus- 
ton, and  remained  there  until  disposed  of  by  tho  society  for  a 
better  and  more  powerful  instrument. 

Tho  following  is  a  list  of  the  sacred  vessels  belonging  to  tho 
church,  with  the  inscriptions  they  bear,  namely: — 

A  small  cup,  having  two  handles,  and  marked  on  the  bottom, 
"  Joanna  Yorke,  1085,  B.  C." 

A  small  cup  of  tho  same  form  as  tho  proccding,  bearing  a  coat 
of  arms  on  tho  surface  and  marked  on  the  bottom,  "  B.  C, 
1699." 

A  small  cup  of  the  same  form  as  the  preceding,  plain  on  the 
surface,  with  the  following  inscription: — "The  gift  of  Deacon 
Samuel  Bass,  Wm.  Vcasey,  Jno.  Rugglc,  David  Walesby,  1694." 

A  high  cup  marked  below  the  rim,  "The  gift  of  William 
Ncodham  to  Brantry  Church,  1688." 

A  high  cup  without  mark  or  date,  but  apparently  very  old. 

A  high  cup  marked,  "  The  gift  of  Mrs.  Mehetable  Fisher  to 
tho  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Braintrcc,  1741." 

A  cup  marked,  "Tho  gift  of  tho  llon'blo  Edmund  Quincy, 
Esq.,  to  tho  First  Church  in  Braintrcc,  Fcb'y  23d,  1737-8." 

A  tankard  marked,  "  The  gift  of  the  llon'blo  John  Quincy, 
Esq.,  to  the  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Braintrce,  1767." 

A  tankard  marked,  "  The  gift  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Adams  (Relict  of 
Mr.  Edward  Adams,  late  of  Milton)  to  the  First  Church  in 
Braintree."  There  is  no  date  added,  but  tho  church  records  fix 
the  time  Nov.  4,  1770. 
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Four  large-sized  flagons,  marked  as  follows : — "  Presented  by 
Daniel  Greenleaf  to  the  Congregational  Church  in  Quincy,  1828." 

Three  plates,  marked  thus : — M  Presented  to  the  First  Congre- 
gational Church  in  Quincy,  l>y  Deacon  Josiah  Adams,  Deacon 
Daniel  Spear  and  Deacon  Samuel  Savil,  1828." 

A  baptismal  vase  having  this  inscription : — M  Presented  to  tho 
Congregational  Church  in  the  town  of  Quincy,  by  Mrs.  Eliza 
Susan  Quincy,  1828." 

The  two  volumes  of  Scriptures,  used  in  the  pulpit,  contain  the 
following: — "To  tho  Church  and  Congregational  Society  of  the 
Town  of  Quincy,  this  Bible,  Tor  the  use  of  the  Sacred  Desk,  is 
respectfully  presented  by  Josiah  Quincy.   Boston,  Oct.,  1808." 

"  New  bound  and  divided  into  two  volumes,  Oct.,  1828." 

Tho  following  is  a  list  of  the  clergymen  of  tho  First  Church, 
in  tho  order  of  their  settlement,  pastorate  and  timo  of  death : — 


Name. 

Ago  at  onl inotion. 

Pastorate. 

Age  at  death. 

Tompsou, 

41 

27 

68 

Flynt, 

32 

29 

61 

Fisk, 

30 

36 

66 

Marsh, 

25 

1G 

41 

Hancock, 

24 

18 

42 

B  riant, 

24 

8 

32 

Wibird, 

27 

45 

72 

Whitney, 

31 

43 

74 

Lunt, 

30 

22 

52 

Wells, 

25 

15 

CHRIST  ClIUltCH. 


"It  is  commonly  supposed  that  1727  was  tho  date  of  tho  par- 
ish's birth.  But  I  have  recently  ascertained  that  its  history  goes 
far  back  of  that.  It  is,  I  believe,  with  the  exception,  possibly, 
of  Trinity  Church,  Newport,  the  oldest  Episcopal  parish  in  New 
England,  now  that  King's  Chapel  has  changed  hands.  In  an 
answer  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  Braintree,  to  a  charge  laid 
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ngainat  them,  l>caring  date,  1700,  wo  road,  'Mr.  Vesoy,  minister 
of  tho  Church  of  Now  York,  when  he  was  a  youth,  can  say  that 
ho,  with  hia  parents  and  many  more,  were  communicants  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  that  in  their  family  at  Braintree,  divine 
service  was  daily  read,  which  things  to  mention,  would  nrguo 
great  pride  and  vanity,  were  it  not  in  our  own  defence;  also, we 
leave  it  to  your  lordship  to  judge,  how  contrary  to  reason  it  is, 
that  a  fit  of  contradiction  in  us  should  last  more  than  twenty 
years.'    From  which  it  appears  that  as  early  as  1089,  a  little 
company  of  church  people  held  services  here.     In  1701,  tho 
charter  of  the  society  for  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  in  for- 
eign parts  was  granted,  and  in  March  of  the  following  year, 
quite  a  number  of  missionaries  were  sent  out.    The  earliest 
mention  of  a  missionary  in  Braintree  is  made  at  this  time,  which 
1  take  from  the  only  complete  set  of  proceedings  of  tho  ven- 
erable society  in  this  country,  now  in  tho  library  of  Brown 
University,  and  is  as  follows :— 1  Mr.  William  Barclay,  tho  min- 
ister of  tho  Church  of  England,  at  Brain  tree,  in  New  England, 
had  an  annual  encouragement  of  £50,  and  a  gratuity  of  £25,  for 
present  occasions.'    You  will  observe  he  is  spoken  of  as  already 
here.    There  is  no  record  of  the  dato  of  his  coming.    We  do 
know  that  in  1079  thero  were  two  Church  of  England  ministers 
in  and  about  Boston,  for  King  William  granted  £100  for  their 
support.    Whether  Mr.  Barclay  was  one  of  these,  it  is  impossi- 
ble to  say ;  but  we  know  certainly  that  ho  was  here  in  1702.  In 
this  year  wo  havo  somo  words  of  a  Col.  Lewis  Morris,  of  East 
Jersey,  to  Mr.  Archdeacon  Bcvcridge,  which  aro  interesting,  as 
showing  what  was  thought  of  this  place  at  that  time : — 4  Braintry 
should  bo  minded,'  he  writes ;  « it  is  in  tho  heart  of  Now  Eng- 
land, and  a  learned  and  sober  man  would  do  great  good  and  en- 
courage the  other  towns  to  desire  the  like.    If  tho  church  can  be 
settled  in  Now  England,  it  pulls  up  schisms  in  America  by  the 
roots,  that  being  the  fountain  that  supplies,  with  infectious 
streams,  the  rest  of  America.' 

"By  1704,  wo  find  Mr.  Barclay  has  returned  to  England. 
Tho  paper  that  givos  us  this  fact  is  a  very  valuable  one,  as  tho 
earliest  document  attesting  the  organization  of  tho  church  in 
Braintrce,  tho  original  of  which,  tho  endorsement  shows,  was 
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doubtless  placed  on  file  in  the  Archives  at  Fulhnm,  by  Mr.  Eb- 
enczer  Miller,  when  lie  went  over  for  ordore.  It  is  an  address 
to  the  Bishop  of  London,  dated  April  22d,  1704,  and  signed  by 
William  Vcscy  and  John  Cleverly,  church  wardens;  Jonathan 
Hayden,  Samuel  Tompson,  John  Saudcrs,  John  Daniel,  Bcnj. 
White,  Moses  Denniman,  John  Vescy,  Solomon  Vesey,  John 
Bass  and  Josiah  Belcher,  vestrymen ;  thus  showing  what  hereto- 
fore, I  believe,  has  not  been  known,  that  there  was  an  organized 
parish  here  at  that  early  day.  In  October  of  the  same  year,  they 
prove  their  official  capacity,  by  giving  their  testimonial  to  Mr. 
(Jeo.  MuirKon,  returning  to  England  to  receive  holy  orders,  and 
beseech  the  Bishop  of  London  to  send  them  a  minister.  In  1709 
the  same  officers  answer  to  the  charge  referred  to,  and  renew 
their  request.  No  response  is  made  until  1718 ;  in  February  of 
which  year,  a  Mr.  Lambton, of  Newbury,  writes,  'there  is  not  the 
least  chance  of  reviving  the  church  in  Braintry.*  Nevertheless, 
in  August  of  the  same  year,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Eager  is  here,  and 
writes  a  letter  of  considerable  interest.  He  mentions  two  main 
impediments  to  the  growth  of  the  church :  the  taxing  of  the 
church  people  for  the  support  of  independent  ministers,  and 
tlie  want  of  a  place  of  worship,  the  people  fearing  censure  as 
conventiclers,  if  they  should  attend  service  in  a  private  house. 
*  The  number  of  my  hearers  is  uncertain, — sometimes  thirty, 
sometimes  fewer;  but  yet  I  am  pleased  to  tell  you  that  there  arc 
above  twelve  communicants  who  receive  monthly.  I  mako  no 
doubt  but  that  this  people  use  their  interest  to  broak  our  little 
community,  by  sending  home  false  reports  of  my  people,  and  of 
myself  in  particular.  But  we  rely  on  the  wisdom  of  the  hon- 
orable society  to  discover  their  little  artifices,  which,  if  taken 
notice  of,  will,  I  fear,  prevent  our  church  ever  getting  footing 
in  Braintry.  This  town  consists  of  ono  hundred  and  twenty 
families,  and  was  divided  some  years  since,  into  two  districts,  as 
I  am  credibly  informed,  to  prevent  a  Church  of  England  min- 
ister to  come  among  them.  This  whole  province  has  been  very 
much  disturbed  on  account  of  my  coining  to  this  place,  and 
accordingly  havo  not  failed  to  affront  and  abuse  me  wherever 
they  meet  me.  Atheist  and  papist  arc  the  best  language  I  can 
get  from  them.   The  people  are  independents,  and  have  a  per- 
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feet  odium  to  those  of  our  communion.'  And  now  comes  a 
sentence  which  I  think  you  will  enjoy.  It  is  to  ho  hoped  the 
title  has  lost  its  applicability,  if  it  ever  had  nny.  1  Had  this 
province,'  he  says,  'been  called  New  Creet,  instead  of  New 
England,  it  had  better  suited ;  for  the  people  are  very  great 
strangers  to  truth,  and  I  do  really  believe  that  I  have  not  passed 
ono  day  since  my  arrival  without  one  false  report  or  other  being 
raised  upon  mo.' 

"But  the  people  were  not  so  untruthful  as  ho  represented 
them.  Mr.  Eager  was  anything  but  what  he  should  have  been. 
*  A  sorrowf ul  account  I  hear  from  everybody  referring  to  Mr. 
Eager,'  writes  Gov.  Dudley, '  and  the  church  is  greatly  hurt  by 
him.  During  the  few  months  of  his  stay  here  he  was  frequently 
in  quarrels  and  fighting,  and  sending  challenges  for  duels,  that 
at  length  the  auditory  at  Brandry  were  quite  ashamed  and  dis- 
couraged, and  he  is  gone  to  Barbadoes  without  any  direction  or 
order,  and  the  congregation  without  any  minister.'  His  place 
was  filled  in  1715  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Lucas,  who  very  shortly, 
howovor,  wont  to  Newbury.  The  record  reads  1710,  •  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Lucas,  at  Newbury,  a  library  to  be  removed  from 
Braintroe,  whither  a  supernumerary  one  had  been  sent  by  mis- 
take,' which  allusion  makes  this  a  proper  place  to  mention,  that 
in  1704,  the  library  now  on  the  shelves  at  the  rectory,  and  num- 
bering about  twenty  volumes,  was  sent  over  for  the  perpetual 
use  of  the  rector.  The  seal  of  the  venerable  society,  on  which 
this  date  appears,  is  a  most  curious  design." 

Tho  abovo  historical  sketch  of  Christ  Church  was  written  by 
their  late  rector,  the  llov.  Reginald  II,  Howe. 

Up  to  1725  no  church  hud  been  erected.  Tho  land  on  which 
the  first  meeting-house  was  built  was  granted  to  them  as  a  frco 
gift,  by  William  and  Benjamin  Vesey,  August  2Cth,  1725,  "  for 
tho  building  of  a  Church  of  England  on,  and  no  other  purpose." 

In  August,  1725,  Samuel  Paine  gave  a  bond  to  pay  five 
pounds  to  Peter  Marquand  and  other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, for  the  erection  of  a  Church  of  England  in  Brnintrec. 
As  soon  as  sufficient  funds  could  be  procured,  and  definite 
arrangements  made  for  its  construction,  tho  work  was  begun, 
and  tho  meeting-house  was  completed  in  1728.    Dr.  Miller, 
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their  first  rector,  bas  recorded  that  the  first  meeting  in  the 
church  was  held  on  Enstcr  Monday,  1728. 

Early  in  the  year  1726,  Henry  Turner,  Peter  Marquand,  John 
Vesey,  George  Cheesman,  Benjamin  Vesey  and  Samuel  Paine, 
made  an. agreement  with  Mr.  Miller,  by  which  he  was  to  receive 
one  hundred  pounds  to  pay  his  expenses  while  absent  in  Eng- 
land, preparing  for  the  ministry. 

Tli is  811111  of  money  was  to  bo  returned  to  Mr.  Turner  and 
other  members  of  the  committee,  with  interest,  in  one  year,  if 
before  that  time  he  should  not  be  appointed  as  a  rector  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  Braintrco,  by  the  honorable  society  for  the 
propagation  of  the  gospel  in  foreign  parts.  Dr.  Ebcnezer  Miller 
was  the  second  son  of  Samuel  Miller,  and  was  born  on  Milton 
Hill  in  1703.  Ho  was  prepared  for  college  by  Mr.  Thacher,  and 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  Cambridge,  as  Master  of  Arts, 
in  1722,  when  he  immediately  commenced  the  study  of  divinity, 
and  soon  manifested  a  strong  inclination  for  the  Episcopal  form 
of  worship. 

After  his  agreement  with  the  church  committee,  he  went  to 
England,  and  was  ordained  Deacon  by  Edmund,  Lord  Bishop 
of  London,  June  29th,  1726,  and  received  the  order  of  Priest, 
July,  1727.  He  was  made  Master  of  Arts  at  Oxford,  July  16th ; 
and  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  in  Massachusetts,  July 
24th,  1727.  He  was  appointed  Minister  to  Braintrce,  in  New 
England,  August  26th ;  and  Chaplain  to  the  Duke  of  Bolton, 
September  28th,  1727.  Soon  after  his  return  to  New  England, 
he  commenced  his  ministerial  duties  over  the  church  at  Brain- 
tree.  About  this  time  there  seems  to  have  been  a  controversy 
with  the  State  Government  about  taxing  the  society  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  minister  of  the  First  Church.1 

As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  Dr.  Millor  was  the  first 
native  of  the  Puritan  Province,  who  received  holy  orders  in 
England  to  preach  under  the  Episcopal  form  of  worship.  Ho 
returned  to  England  again  and  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 

1.    "  To  Col.  Quincy,  from  the  Lieut.  Governor  :  April  7th,  1727. 

Sir: — "I  have  reccivotl  a  memorial  from  some  persons  living  within  the 
North  Precinct,  in  Itraintrce,  who  profea*  thcmxolves  of  the  Church  of  Kuglaml, 
complaining  of  their  being  taxed  for  the  settlement  of  your  minister,  of  which 
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Divinity,  at  Oxford,  December  8th,  1747.  His  rectorship  over 
the  society  continued  thirty-six  years. 

In  Nov.,  1762,  Rev.  Dr.  Miller  received  a  paralytic  attack, 
under  which  he  continued  until  the  11th  of  February,  1763, 
when,  to  the  great  loss  of  the  church,  he  departed  this  life,  and 
was  entombed  in  the  church  cemetery,  on  School  street. 

At  the  close  of  his  ministerial  duties  a  list  of  fifty  families 
belonged  to  the  congregation,  and  fifty  members  of  the  com- 
munion ;  four  hundred  and  eighty-eight  infants  and  adults  were 
admitted  to  baptism,  during  the  same  time.  His  African  slave 
had  a  great  and  affectionate  interest  in  him,  as  well  as  for  the 
church,  which  was  manifested  by  a  silver  cup  being  presented 
to  the  church  for  the  sacrament,  by  his  bondsman,  which  is  still 
held  in  veneration  by  the  society. 

It  will  appear,  from  the  following  extracts,  taken  from  Mr. 
Hancock's  century  sermons  of  the  First  Church,  and  some  time 
contemporary  with  Dr.  Miller,  that  the  most  friendly  and  chris- 
tian relations  existed  between  the  two  societies ;  and  especially 
commendable  was  the  spirit  exhibited  by  the  First  Church  to 
the  Kpiscopals,  viy. : — "In  the  vacancy  before  the  Uov.  Dr.  Mil- 
ler received  holy  orders  for  this  place,  this  church  admitted  to 
their  communion,  all  such  members  of  the  Church  of  England  as 
desired  to  have  occasional  communion  with  them,  and  allowed 
them  what  posture  of  devotion  they  pleased,  and  they  received 

you  have  a  copy  enclosed.  I  am  surprised  to  Hud  thin  mutter  driven  to  extrem- 
ity, especially,  after  the  hopes  you  hail  raised  in  me,  that  your  people  were 
thoroughly  disposed  to  make  tliOMe  of  the  Church  of  Eugluud  amougst  you  easy 
in  all  these  matters. 

"  I  am  not  informed  who  are  your  parish  committee,  (tho'  I  suppose  you  are 
one,)  and  therefore  I  pray  that  you  would  acquaint  them  with  my  desire  that  a 
meeting  may  be  called  to  consider  of  the  case  of  these  memorialists,  ami  that 
you  would  use  your  utmost  influence  that  it  may  bo  with  good  effect,  that  those 
people  may  obtain  the  relief  they  look  for,  as  I  think  common  justice  entitles 
them  to,  whilst  they  contribute  to  the  settlement  and  support  of  their  own  min- 
ister. These  are  a  matter  of  that  weight  with  mo,  us  1  think  highly  to  effect 
ye  character  and  welfare  of  ye  government.  Thut  I  hope  that  it  will  not  be 
passed  over  slightly  by  you  and  the  people  of  liraintree,  and  therefore  I  hope 
to  hear  some  good  account  of  it  from  you  in  a  very  short  time."  (No  signature) 
-Mass.  Arch.,  Vol.  II,  p.  419. 

William  Duinmer  was  then  Lieut  Governor,  but  this  letter  is  in  the  haudwrit- 
iug  (peculiar  and  difficult  to  decipher,)  of  Secretary  Willard. 
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the  sacrament  standing.  That  though  by  virtue  of  communion 
of  churches,  Congregational  churches  admit  to  occasional  fellow- 
ship the  pious  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  as  well  as 
of  all  other  Protestant  churches,  without  obliging  them  to  own 
our  covenant  or  submit  to  our  government,  yet  it  is  the  most 
known  and  avowed  principle  of  Congregational  churches  from 
their  original,  that  as  the  mailer  of  christian  churches  is  visible 
saints,  so  the  form  of  particular  churches  which  distinguishes 
them  from  others,  is  only  the  mutual  covenant  between  their 
members,  whereby  they  arc  especially  bound  and  joined  to  each 
other  in  one  society.  Till,  then-fore,  the  nuMiiliem  of  other  , 
churches  arc  received  by  covenant,  we  do  not  account  them 
members  of  those  churches  they  hold  occasional  fellowship  with, 
nor  entor  them  into  our  recoVd  of  members,  but  account  them 
members  of  those  other  churches,  though  they  live  ever  so  long, 
and  have  fellowship  with  us." 

The  following  statements  were  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Han- 
cock, of  the  First  Church  : — 

"  Upon  Mr.  Miller's  coming,  this  parish  reimbursed  (according 
to  their  own  previous  vote)  to  the  declared  members  of  the 
Church  of  England,  their  proportion  of  the  charge  of  my  set- 
tlement, and  generously  excused  them  from  any  further  pay- 
ments towards  my  support.  And  this  was  done  beforo  ever 
any  act  of  this  nature  passed  in  the  government.  The  vote 
above  referred  to  is  in  these  words,  viz  :— 

"  *  Braintrer,  North  Precinct,  May  20th,  1727. 

" « John  Vesey,  Benj.  Vesey,  Henry  Turner,  Samuel  Payne 
and  Samuel  Hayden,  personally  appearing  at  this  meeting,  and 
desiring  that  the  case  of  their  being  lately  taxed  to  the  settle- 
ment and  support  of  Mr.  John  Hancock,  might  be  considered 
by  the  precinct,  and  that  they  might  be  relieved  in  the  pretn- 
ises. 

"  The  question  was  put  by  the  moderator  whether  the  pre- 
cinct will  reimburse  John  Vesey,  Benj.  Vesey,  Henry  Turner, 
Samuel  Payne  and  Samuel  Hayden,  the  sum  or  sums  they  are 
or  shall  be  assessed,  and  that  shall  or  may  be  collected  of  them, 
for  the  ordination  charge  and  settlement  of  our  Rev.  Psistor, 
Mr.  John  Hancock,  when  they  shall  have  a  minister  of  the 
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Church  of  England  settled  nnd  supported  among  them.  It 
passed  in  the  affirmative. 

"A  true  copy,  from  Braintree  North  Precinct  Records. 

John  Aoams,  Precinct  Clerk." 
Dr.  Miller  was  greatly  devoted  to  his  parish,  and  one  of  the 
earliest,  as  well  as  among  the  ablest,  defenders  of  the  Episcopal 
form  of  worship  in  New  England ;  this  caused  him  to  have  been 
highly  censured  in  Revolutionary  times,  and  perhaps  unjustly 
so.  Sabine,  in  his  work  on  the  Royalist,  gives  the  following 
account  of  this  heated  disputation : — "  At  his  death,  the  project 
of  sending  a  bishop  to  America  had  been  agitated  for  somo 
years,  and  the  minds  of  the  people  were  well  prepared  for  an 
attack  upon  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  decease  was  unkindly 
noticed  in  one  of  the  newspapers,  which  created  a  heated  con- 
troversy; and  before  the  excitement  was  allayed,  the  dissenters 
found  themselves  arrayed  on  one  side  and  the  dependants  of  the 
Crown  on  the  other.  The  writing  which  his  labors  nnd  decease 
produced,  arc  to  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  Revolutionary 
dissension  in  Massachusetts." 

The  Miller  family  is  now  extinct  in  Quincy,  in  tho  direct 
male  line  of  descent,  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Miller,  the  last  male 
heir,  having  died  in  1873,  December  23d,  aged  fifty-four  years 
and  three  months.  The  old  Miller  domain,  which  has  been  in 
the  family  a  century  and  a  half,  has  also  passed  out  of  the  direct 
male  line,  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bigclow,  by  inheritance,  eldest 
son  of  Judge  George  T.  Rigelow  and  nephew  of  the  late  Mr. 
Charles  E.  Miller. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Winslow  succeeded  Dr.  Miller  as  tho  rector 
of  Christ  Church. 

On  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Winslow,  the  society  and  congrega- 
tion made  an  agreement  with  the  society  abroad,  by  whom  ho 
was  appointed,  to  provide  a  decent  glebe  (or  rectory)  for  his 
accommodation.  February  25th,  1704,  a  subscription  was  com- 
menced for  this  purpose,  the  head  of  which  closes  as  follows  : — 
"  For  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Episcopal  minister  forever,  per- 
forming divine  service  according  to  the  liturgy  of  the  Church 
of  England,  at  said  Braintree."  Among  the  subscribers  were 
John  Apthorp  of  London,  forty-two  pounds,  and  John  Borland, 
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twenty  pounds.  The  following  is  an  abstract  from  tbe  deed"  of 
land  for  the  glebe  or  rectory,  from  Mr.  Thomas  Alleyn  to  the 
church  wardens,  viz: — "Thos.  Alleyn  of  Braintree,  for  the  sum 
of  £306  13s.  4d.,  paid  by  William  Vesey  and  Oliver  Gay,  war- 
dens of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  Braintree,  in  the  behalf  and  for 
the  sole  uso  and  benefit  of  said  church,  for  the  residence  and 
occupation  of  the  Episcopal  minister  of  said  church,  to  William 
Vesey  and  Oliver  Gay,  and  their  successors  in  the  office  of  war- 
dens forever,  to  and  for  the  sole  use  of  said  Episcopal  Church 
of  Braintree,  a  certain  messuage  or  tenement,  lying  in  Braintree 
aforesaid,  containing  by  estimation  six  acres,  bo  the  same  more 
or  less,  with  house,  shop  and  one  barn,  and  all  the  outhouses 
thereon  standing,  and  is  bounded  as  follows,  viz : — Northerly  on 
the  road  leading  to  the  landing  place,  easterly  on  the  land  of 
Peter  Adams,  southerly  on  land  of  Moses  Brackett,  westerly — 
partly  on  land  of  Benjamin  Ruggles  and  partly  on  land  of 
Grizzet  Apthorp.  May  23d,  17G5."— Suffolk  Deeds,  Vol.  CIV, 
p.  138. 

•  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  church  would  have 
sunk  in  ruins  after  the  American  Revolution,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  house  and  land,  the  rent  of  which  kept  it  in  repair,  and 
afforded  the  occasional  services  of  clergymen.  A  large  fund 
may  be  of  little  advantage  to  a  church,  but  a  moderate  amount 
of  landed  property  greatly  conduces  to  its  permanent  estab- 
lishment. Some  years  ago  this  estate  was  sold  by  the  church 
authorities  to  the  late  John  D.  Whichcr,  and  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  his  heirs,  on  Elm  street.  After  Mr.  Whicher  pur- 
chased this  estate  lie  sold  the  old  rectory,  and  it  was  taken 
down. 

The  Rev.  Edward  Winslow  officiated  over  this  church  thir- 
teen years,  and  was  highly  beloved  and  appreciated  for  the 
great  interest  he  took  in  advancing  the  prosperity  and  welfare 
of  the  church.  During  his  rectorship,  the  number  of  families 
in  the  congregation  was  increased  from  fifty  to  sixty-eight ;  the 
number  of  baptisms  registered  was  two  hundred  and  sixty-eight, 
and  nine  names  were  added  to  the  communicants.  The  strug- 
gles of  the  Revolutionary  War  seriously  interfered  with  his 
success  in  increasing  the  members  of  the  society. 
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In  1773,  during  his  ministration,  it  wns  found  necessary  to 
enlarge  the  church  at  the  east  end,  thirteen  feet ;  the  pulpit  was 
then  removed  to  the  cornor  of  the  north  range  of  pews  from 
the  centre  of  the  opposite  side. 

In  1777,  Mr.  Winslow,  on  account  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
then  going  on,  felt  it  his  duty  to  resign  his  pastorate,  assigning 
as  a  reason  "  that  lie  could  not  safely  read  the  prayer  for  the 
king,  nor  conscientiously  forbear  to  read  it,  as  by  his  ordination 
pledge  he  was  obliged  to  conform  literally  to  the  prayers  of  the 
established  church,  and  unless  absolved  by  the  power  that  en- 
forced the  oath  as  the  terms  of  ordination,  lie  could  not  depart 
from  it." 

Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Winslow  received  from  the  society  for 
propagating  the  gospel,  sixty  pounds  per  year,  the  residue  of 
the  salary  was  made  up  by  the  parishioners. 

On  the  removal  Of  Mr.  Winslow,  as  the  society  could  not 
pray  for  the  king,  this  beneficiary  was  withdrawn,  and  it  left 
the  church  in  an  embarrassed  condition,  and  its  existence  was 
then  little  more  than  a  society  in  name.  This  munificent  dona- 
tion had  amounted  in  all  to  more  than  $13,000. 
•  "The  Ilev.  Edward  Winslow  was  son  of  Mr.  Joshua  Winslow, 
a  respectable  merchant  of  Boston.  He  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  1741,  and  was  intended  for  the  Congregational  min- 
istry, but  the  course  of  his  studies  led  him  to  prefer  Episcopacy. 
His  father  protested,  and  the  son  relinquished  his  profession  and 
applied  himself  to  commerce.  He  married  and  resided  in  Bnr- 
badoes,  one  of  the  West  India  Islands  ;  but  not  being  able  to 
content  himself  out  of  the  field  of  duty  to  which  he  had  early 
been  called,  he  quitted  mercantile  life,  went  to  England,  and 
was  ordained  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  Deacon  and  Priest,  offer- 
ing himself  as  a  missionary  to  the  venerable  society  before  men- 
tioned. He  was  appointed  to  succeed  Dr.  Johnson  in  Stratford, 
Connecticut,  but  having  a  large  family,  and  being  desirous  of 
giving  them  a  better  education  than  his  circumstances  in  Strat- 
ford would  allow,  he  obtained  the  living  of  this  church  and 
removed  here  with  his  family,  July  27th,  1764.  While  here,  he 
occasionally  preached  in  the  neighboring  churches  of  Dedham, 
Bridgewater,  Scituate  and  Marshtield.    This  society  seemed  to 
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have  exorcised  a  maternal  care  over  those  of  the  same  com- 
munion in  this  vicinity." 

Mr.  Winslow,  after  having  with  sad  and  silent  musings,  re- 
signed his  charge  over  this  society,  went  to  New  York. 

During  his  residence  in  that  city,  he  occasionally  preached 
and  performed  the  offices  of  the  church,  in  one  of  which  he  met 
his  death.  On  returning  from  a  funeral,  as  he  ascended  the 
steps  of  his  house,  he  fell  down  and  expired.  His  remains  were 
entombed  under  the  altar  of  St.  George's  Church,  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  His  death  occurred  in  1780,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine.1 

"  Next  to  Mr.  Winslow,  we  find  the  name  of  Mr.  Joseph  Clev- 
erly, who,  if  he  was  not  one  of  the  ministers  of  this  church,  was 
one  of  its  fathers.  Mr.  Cleverly  graduated  from  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1733,  and  although  never  in  holy  orders,  yet  he  served 
the  spiritual  interests  of  the  church  for  many  years,  by  reading 
prayers  and  sermons,  and  is  called  in  the  records,  their  teacher. 

"At  a  meeting  on  Kastcr  Monday,  1784,  the  thanks  of  the 
church  were  voted  to  Mr.  Cleverly  for  his  past  services.  It  is 
to  be  inferred  from  this,  that  his  first  term  of  service  was  the 
whole  time  between  1777  and  1784,  a  period  of  seven  years. 

"  Mr.  Cleverly  was  a  staunch  churchman,  and  of  unblemished 
reputation,  lie  continued  to  officiate,  in  the  absence  of  regular 
clergymen,  till  extreme  old  age  and  decrepitude  terminated  his 
useful  ministrations.  He  closed  his  life  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
nine,  and  was  interred  in  the  church  cemetery." 

From  this  period  the  services  were  performed  by  clergymen 
and  lay-ministers,  who  were  selected  by  the  church  committee, 
and  officiated  for  a  single  Sunday,  or  for  a  longer  stated  period. 
Of  this  number  were  the  Itev.  John  Lynn  Blackburn,  Rev. 
James  B.  Howe,  Hcv.  Calvin  Wolcott,  Hev.  William  Clark,  K. 
H.  Lippitt  and  Dr.  S.  II.  Tyng. 

Up  to  1822,  the  church  was  in  an  inanimate  and  lifeless  con- 
dition.   At  this  time  the  wardens  of  the  society  were  very  for- 

.1.  The  following  inscription  in  to  be  found  on  his  tombstone  :— "  Here  lien 
the  mortal  remniim  of  a  man  whose  virtues  nre  registered  in  the  heart  of  every 
Episcopalian,  a  man  who  will  be  remembered  for  the  good  deeds  ho  has  done  to 
the  bouse  of  his  God  and  to  the  oftices  thereof." 
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lunate  in  securing  the  valuable  services  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Clark  Cutler,  who  hehl  divine  services  in  Christ  Church  in  May 
of  this  year,  and  came  here  to  reside  the  July  following.  He 
was  ordained  Deacon  by  the  Right  Rev.  A.  V.  Griswohl,  Sept. 
19th,  1822,  and  Priest  the  16th  of  March,  1825.  The  first  ordi- 
nation was  in  this  church,  and  the  second  in  St.  Ann's  Church, 
Lowell,  it  being  more  convenient  for  the  Bishop  to  attend  the 
service  at  that  time  and  place.  Under  Mr.  Cutler's  rectorship 
the  society  rapidly  increased  in  prosperity,  and  for  the  first  time 
since  its  organization,  became  independent  and  self-supporting. 
Some  of  the  old  communicants  returned  and  many  new  families 
joined  the  society,  and  in  many  respects  it  was  a  new  church. 
The  number  of  families  belonging  to  the  society  at  this  time 
was  seventy-eight;  number  of  communicants,  sixty-eight,  sixty- 
five  of  whom  had  been  added  since  his  labor  of  love  began ;  one 
hundred  and  eleven  baptisms  having  been  recorded  in  the  mean 
time. 

Rev.  Mr.  Cutler's  labors  as  rector  of  this  church  lasted  for  tho 
brief  period  of  five  years,  when  he  was  called  away  to  a  larger 
field  of  duty,  as  rector  of  St.  Ann's  Church,  Brooklyn,  New 
York. 

After  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Cutler,  the  church  again  fell  into 
decline,  and  continued  on  with  varied  success — some  of  the  time 
by  lay  readers,  and  at  other  short  periods  by  clergymen — until 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Burroughs  was  called  to  settle  over  the  parish, 
when  it  was  again  revived  by  awakening  a  new  interest  in  the 
Kpiscopal  service,  and  new  and  influential  families  joined  the 
society.  Mr.  Burroughs  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Charles  II. 
Braiuard,  who  actively  and  ardently  entered  into  the  work  of  ex- 
tending the  fruits  of  Episcopacy  in  town.  His  eccentricities 
however,  not  being  approved  by  the  parish,  he  was  dismissed. 
Mr.  Braiuard  was  succeeded  by  the  devout  rector,  tho  Rev.  Reg- 
inald H.  Howe,  who,  by  his  untiring  exertions  for  the  good  of 
the  society,  soon  became  affectionately  beloved  by  his  parish  and 
the  town's  people.  After  a  short  rectorship  of  about  four  or 
five  years,  he  had  a  call  to  become  rector  of  a  church  at  Long- 
wood,  Brookline,  Massachusetts,  which  he  accepted,  and  re- 
moved their  in  the  spring  of  1877.    The  Rev.  Thaddens  A. 
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Snively  of  Huntington,  L.  I.,  having  received  a  call,  accepted 
the  rectorship  of  this  society,  and  commenced  his  labors  with 
them  April  1st,  1878. 


The  first  church  by  the  Episcopal  Society  of  this  town  was 
erected  between  1725  and  1728,  on  laud  granted  to  the  church 
by  William  and  Henj.  Vesey.  It  was  located  on  School  street, 
where  Christ  Church  Cemetery  now  is.  The  church  was  built 
on  the  south-easterly  part  of  this  land  and  stood  cast  and  west. 
It  was  enlarged  thirteen  feet  at  the  cant  end,  in  1773,  during  the 
rectorship  of  the  Hev.  Mr.  Window,  and  two  new  wings  were 
added  during  llev.  Mr.  Cutler's  ministerial  labors ;  but  this  not 
proving  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  increasing  congregation, 
the  question  of  erecting  a  new  church  was  thoroughly  canvassed 
and  finally  agreed  upon.  Mr.  Apthorp,  one  of  the  old  benefac- 
tors of  the  church,  presented  the  society  with  a  lot  of  land  suffi- 
cient for  the  purpose,  on  the  corner  of  Elm  street  and  Quincy 
avenue. 

A  fine  commodious  wooden  church  with  a  square  tower,  was 
built  in  1882  on  this  site,  which  had  four  round  holes  in  the 
belfry ;  tho  main  building  was  ornamented  with  large  Gothic 
windows. 

On  Saturday  evening,  Nov.  10th,  1859,  this  church  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire — being  the  first  church  ever  burned  in  town.  Its 
bell  was  seriously  missed  by  the  citizens  of  South  Quincy,  as  it 
was  a  favorite  alarm  bell  in  that  part  of  the  town,  in  case  of  fire. 
With  untiring  energy,  tho  few  friends  of  the  society  soon  had 
another  fine  (iothic  structure  of  stone  erected  on  the  ruins  of  the 
old  church,  and  it  was  consecrated  Sept.  13th,  18C0. 

On  the  morning  of  November  1st,  1873,  went  forth  the  un- 
welcome alarm,  that  the  third  church  built  by  tho  Episcopal 
Society  was  on  fire ;  but  with  all  the  skill,  energy  and  active 
exertions  of  the  fire  department,  this  fine  structure  was  soon 
consumed  by  the  fiery  element  and  lay  in  ruins ;  the  rectory  ad- 
joining tho  church,  however,  was  saved  without  being  much 
damaged. 

This  disaster  would  have  been  enough  to  have  discouraged 
34 
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most  other  societies ;  but  having  strong  friends  and  being  imbued 
with  that  great  christian  spirit  that  knows  no  failure,  they  were 
soon  enabled  to  construct  a  suitable  building  for  the  promulga- 
tion of  the  noble  principles  of  conservative  christian  philanthro- 
py—free and  untrammclcd  by  dogmatic  theology.  This  fine  and 
commodious  stone  church  was  completed  in  1874,  and  opened 
for  public  worship  in  August  of  the  same  year;  making  the  third 
church  erected  on  this  site,  and  the  fourth  constructed  since  the 
organization  of  the  society  in  this  town. 

At  this  time  the  rectory  was  removed  a  few  rods  back,  to 
another  site  that  had  recently  been  purchased  for  the  purpose, 
and  considerably  enlarged. 

The  fine  mural  tablet  in  commemoration  of  Dr.  Miller,  was  at 
the  burning  of  the  church  destroyed.  A  similar  tablot  was  re- 
produced by  the  family,  and  again  placed  upon  the  walls  of  the 
church— a  worthy  monument  in  commemoration  of  the  first 
rector  of  Christ  Church  in  Quincy. 

Christ  Church  has  a  very  long  and  honorable  historic  record. 
Among  its  communicants  have  been  many  of  the  most  wealthy 
ami  influential  citizens  of  the  town  ;  especially  was  this  the  ease 
of  the  old  families  now  extinct  in  the  parish,  viz : — Apthorps, 
Borlands,  Cleverlys,  Millers,  Winslows,  V assails,1  Stedmans, 
Cheesmans,  Veseys,  Marquands,  Paines  and  Governor  Shirley; 
some  of  whose  children  lie  buried  in  the  church  cemetery. 

I.  Mr.  Leouard  Vassall  NMM  to  have  been  lin  ardent  believer  hi  tbe  Kpisco- 
pal  Church,  as  in  hi*  will  be  states  Unit  in  case  bis  wife  hIkmiUI  renounce  her 
religion,  itbe  Hboubl  furfuit  bur  right  to  her  In-qiicst.  Mr.  \  .i--.il  owned,  \  <  -iilml, 
and  constructed  the  bouse  now  occupiod,  and  in  tbe  |>os*es.sioii  of  Hon.  ('buries 
V.  Adams.  His  brother  Lewis  owned  tbe  lino  es tote  now  in  tbe  possession  of 
Mr.  James  Edwards,  on  School  street,  on  which  be  had  constructed  a  beautiful 
residence,  which  some  years  since  was  removed  to  Water  street,  where  it  now 
stands.   The  indenture  reads  as  follows  :— 

"  Ily  certain  article*  of  indenture  before  marriage  with  my  present  beloved 
wife,  Fheba,  I  therein  covenanted  in  case  I  died  before  her,  either  by  deed  duly 
executed  or  by  my  late  will,  to  give  and  devise  unto  her  the  sum  of  two  thou- 
sand poouds,  New  England  currency,  as  by  articles.  Now  for  tbe  faithful 
performance  of  this  indenture,  I  hereby  give  and  devise  to  her  during  her  con- 
tinuing my  widow  and  a  professed  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  of  England 
as  by  law  established,  and  no  longer,  the  use,  possession  and  improvement,  of 
my  dwelling  house,  orchard  and  garden,  in  Itraintree,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
aforesaid,  and  the  laud  thereto  belonging  ;  I  also  give  unto  her  forever  the  sum 
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Nearly  all  of  the  old  families  have  passed  away,  and  the  com- 
municants of  the  present  time  are  mostly  new  families  to  the 
society  and  the  town  ;  and  may  Christ  Church,  at  its  next  cen- 
tennial celebration,  hold  as  honorable  a  position  in  town  as  it 
did  in  the  last,  and  that  it  will  be  in  as  high  a  state  of  prosperity 
in  1927,  as  it  was  in  1827,  when  Dr.  Cutler  delivered  his  century 
sermon  in  commemoration  of  the  completion  of  the  first  century 
of  Christ  Church  in  Quincy. 


UNIVKItSALTST  C1IUUC1I. 


Universalism  is  a  doctrine  which  its  advocates  claim  to  be  of 
very  ancient  origin,  and  dales  its  existence  back  to  the  earliest 
christian  Avriters,  e.  g. :— The  Sibylline  Oracles,  A.  D.  150. 

The  origin  of  Universalism  as  a  distinct  religious  sect,  is 
more  a  feature  of  American  than  European  society.  The  Hcv. 
John  Murray,  about  1770,  bceamc  the  great  apostle,  originator 
and  propagator  of  modern  Universal  is  t.  doctrines,  and  from  that 
time  an  organization  has  sprung  up  which  contains  many  able, 
learned  and  pious  divines. 

In  1830,  Charles  P.  Tirrell,  Silas  Leonard  and  John  Chamber- 
lin,  were  desirous  to  establish  a  Univcrsalist  society  in  Quincy, 
but  were  unable  to  do  so  until  1881,  Dr.  Thomas  Whittcmore 
was  engaged  by  tho  above-named  persons  to  enlighten  the  citi- 
zens of  the  town  upon  the  religious  principles  of  this  sect  After 
considerable  trouble  they  were  able  to  procure  the  Town  Hall 
for  the  purpose,  and  in  May,  1830,  Dr.  Whitteraorc  preached  his 
first  sermon  from  the  following  text : — "  For  as  concerning  this 
sect,  we  know  that  everywhere  it  is  spoken  against,**  which  soon 

of  throo  thousand  pounds  In  bills  of  credit  on  tlio  Proviuco  aforesaid,  instead  of 
tho  two  thousand  pounds,  and  I  likewise  give  unto  her  my  chariot  and  best 
pair  of  coach  horses,  she  herself  to  make  choice  of  them,  together  with  my  sil- 
ver tea-kettle  ;  and  also  tho  uso  of  ray  negro  coachman  named  Pompey  and  his 
wife  Fidelia,  and  the  household  goods  and  furniture  of  my  house  at  Vraintree. 
If  my  wife  discontinues  to  be  my  widow,  or  a  professed  member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church  of  England,  as  by  law  established,  then  tho  property  is  to  go  to  my 
daughter.   June  24,  1737." 
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led  to  tho  organization  of  this  society.  Tlio  remaining  'part  of 
the  year  occasional  sermons  wero  preached  by  the  Senior  Bal- 
lou,  Dr.  Sylvami8  Cobb,  Paul  Dean,  Dr.  John  Brooks,  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin F.  Whittemore  and  Sebastian  Strecter.  So  well  did  this 
movement  succeed  that  on  the  10th  of  March,  1831,  tho  follow- 
ing persons  formed  themselves  into  a  religious  society,  under  tho 
name  of  the  First  UniversaliHt  Society  in  Quincy  : — John  Pray, 
Jedediah  Adams,  Abram  Proscolt,  Levi  It.  Josephs,  Charles  L. 
Pierce,  John  A.  Newcomb  and  twenty-three  others. 

The  first  board  of  officers  was  as  follows : — Silas  Leonard, 
Moderator;  Levi  B.  Josephs,  Clerk ;  Alpheus  Spear,  Treasurer ; 
Silas  Leonard,  Abram  Prescott  and  John  ChamWlin,  Parish 
Committee. 

March  14th,  1832,  the  society  was  incorporated,  and  during 
this  month  the  Rev.  William  Morso  of  East  Milton,  was  en- 
gaged to  preach  a  part  of  the  time.  That  year  there  was  a 
strong  desire  on  tho  part  of  its  pnrishoners  to  build  a  church. 
A  lot  of  land  was  purchased  on  the  corner  of  Washington  street 
and  Elm  place,  and  a  church  erected,  which  with  tho  site  cost 
tho  society  $5,003.01,  and  was  dedicated  Dec.  12th,  1832  — 
Tho  sermon  WAS  delivered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Morse,  their  pastor.  In 
May,  1832,  the  church  was  organized  with  a  membership  of 
thirty-three  persons ;  but  not  continuing  in  that  harmony  and 
unity  that  is  so  necessary  for  success,  Mr.  Morse  resigned  his 
pastorate  about  the  first  of  December,  1832. 

The  society  remained  without  a  settled  clergyman  until  the 
first  of  May,  1835,  when  tho  Rev.  Daniel  D:  Smith  was  engaged 
to  impart  now  life  to  the  church.  Mr.  Smith,  tho  next  year, 
established  a  Sunday  School.  Under  his  brief  ministration  the 
parish  was  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Rev.  Matthew  II.  Smith 
succeeded  his  brother  in  the  pastorate,  who,  after  a  brief  settle- 
ment, in  the  autumn  of  1837,  accepted  a  call  at  Haverhill.  In 
the  fall  of  1837,  the  Rev.  John  Nicholls  was  settled  over  tho 
society,  and  closed  his  brief  pastorate  after  having  been  con- 
nected with  tho  parish  one  year.  After  this,  the  church  became 
somewhat  disorganized.  July  1st,  1839,  the  Rev.  John  Gregory 
was  settled  as  minister  over  the  society.  Ilo  commenced  his 
labors  with  that  energy  and  enthusiasm  which  was  peculiar  to 
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bun,  and  was  able  Jan.  JUst,  1841,  to  rc-orgaiiixo  the  cliurcli, 
with  forty-nine  members  ;  but  this  did  not  amount  to  much,  as 
ho  entered  strongly  into  the  temperance  agitation  that  was  going 
like  a  tidal  wave  through  the  New  England  States  at  that  time. 
This  agitation  of  temperance  created  serious  disaffection  in  the 
parish,  and  many  of  his  most  influential  parishoncrs  left  tho 
society,  no  more  to  return.  This  finally  caused  Mr.  Gregory  to 
close  his  ministration  with  the  church  in  the  spring  of  1843. 

Mr.  Gregory  was  tho  first,  and  we  believe,  the  only  clergyman 
that  has  ever  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature ;  tho 
reason  bring  perhaps,  -that  our  citi/ens  think  ministers  more 
adapted  to  expound  the  divine  laws,  than  to  make  civil. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Gregory's  ministerial  duties  the  society 
was  financially  embarrassed,  and  the  remaining  members  of  the 
parish  much  disheartened  ;  but  through  the  energetic  and  benev- 
olent exertions  of  a  few  of  its  most  influential  members,  they 
were  soon  relieved  from  their  pecuniary  difficulties. 

April  1st,  1844,  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Davis  was  selected  as  their  pas- 
tor, and  by  judicious  management,  he  was  able  in  a  short  time 
to  allay  tho  animosities  of  tho  parish,  and  establish  peace  and 
harmony  in  tho  society.  His  successor  was  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Wal- 
do, who  supplied  the  pulpit  about  a  year.  In  the  spring  of  1847, 
tho  Rev.  W.  W.  Dean  was  engaged  to  settle  over  the  parish, 
and  after  a  peaceful  pastorate  of  between  seven  and  eight  years, 
he  closed  his  labor  here  Oct.  1st,  1855.  Mr.  Dean  was  a  law- 
yer by  profession,  before  assuming  the  ministry.  While  in 
Quincy,  he  was  a  strong  friend  of  education  in  the  common 
school,  and  for  some  years  an  active  meml>cr  of  tho  school  board. 
Mr.  Dean,  also,  during  his  ministration  here,  revived  the  char- 
ter of  the  Rural  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  which  had 
been  surrendered  in  anti-masonic  times. 

Tho -most  good  and  godly  man  to  assume  charge  of  the  soci- 
ety, was  the  Rev.  Luther  Rice,  who  was  settled  Feb.  1st,  1850, 
and  resigned  his  charge  over  the  parish  in  August,  1858. 

Mr.  Rice  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Quincy  Whitney,  who 
was  set  tic.  I  in  October,  1858,  and  relinquished  his  labors  over 
the  parish,  April  1st,  18G0.  July  1st,  18G0,  tho  Rev.  Allwrt 
Tyler  was  selected  as  their  clcrgymau,  and  resigned  his  pastorate 
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in  the  spring  of  18G1.  In  May,  1801,  the  llev.  J.  G.  R.  Heath 
was  called  to  tnko  charge  of  tho  society,  and  .after  a  peace- 
ful pastorate  of  about  four  years,  resigned  his  ministerial  duties 
here,  April  1st,  18G5,  and  went  to  New  York  city.  Mr.  Heath, 
while  in  Quincy,  was  much  interested  in  the  welfare  of  our 
schools,  and  a  valuable  member  of  the  school  committee.  In 
July,  following  Mr.  Heath's  resignation,  the  Rev.  S.  T.  Aldrich 
was  called  to  take  charge  of  the  parish,  and  continued  its 
pastor  until  the  spring  of  1868.  He  was  succeeded  in  June, 
1868,  by  the  Rev.  Herman  Risbee,  who  remained  in  charge  of. 
the  society  until  April,  1869,  when  he  resigned  and  entered 
upon  a  larger  field  of  duty  in  tho  West.  During  his  labors  hero 
the  meeting-house  was  improved  in  its  interior  arrangements. 

Tho  Rev.  G.  W.  Skinner  succeeded  Mr.  Bisbcc  as  clergyman 
over  the  society,  and  resigned  his  parochial  duties  in  July,  1871. 

April  1st,  1872,  tho  Rev.  G.  W.  Whitney  was  settled  over 
this  parish  and  continued  its  pastor  until  April  1st,  1878,  when 
ho  accepted  a  call  to  take  charge  of  a  large  and  prosperous  soci- 
ety at  August  i,  Maine.  During  his  stay  in  Quincy  the  parish 
was  able  to  construct  a  fine  and  commodious  parsonage,  and 
the  society  was  in  a  flourishing  and  prosperous  condition. 

Tho  church  now  contains  a  membership  of  about  seventy 
persons,  the  Sunday  School  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  and 
the  congregation  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  fam- 
ilies and  parts  of  families. 

The  following  persons  are  now  tho  oflicers  of  tho  society,  viz : 
Parish  Committee,  Dr.  J.  W.  Small,  Richard  G.  Elliott  and 
Chas.  H.  S.  Nowcoinb;  Treasurer,  Urbane  Cud  worth,  Jr.;  Clerk, 
John  W.  Moore  ;  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School,  John  O. 
Hall.    May  peace  and  harmony  ever  continue  within  its  walls. 


1  EVANGELICAL  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH. 


This  denomination  of  christians  is  a  branch  of  the  old  historic 
church  of  New  England,  which  was  for  two  centuries  the  estab- 
lished religion  through  all  tho  colonial  ami  provincial  periods, 
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as  well  as  nearly  half  a  century  after  the  formation  of  the  United 
States  Government,  and  among  its  noted  clergymen  have  been 
found  some  of  the  most  eminent  and  profound  theological  di- 
vines and  scholars  in  New  England. 

This  church  was  established  in  Quincy,  between  the  years 
1831  and  '32,  by  a  few  families  who  socoricd  from  the  Episcopal 
Society,  and  some  others  who  were  believers  in  this  method  of 
worship. 

This  is  not,  as  many  suppose,  the  first  organized  Congregation- 
al society  in  this  town. 

The  first  Congregational  church  formed  in  Qnincy,  dates  its 
existence  back  as  a  distinct  denomination,  to  the  year  1G39,  and 
continued  as  such  until  1750,  when  under  the  ministration  of  the 
Rev.  Lemuel  Brient,  after  a  long  and  heated  controversy  with 
the  neighboring  churches,  and  in  council,  changed  its  creed  from 
Trinitarian  to  Unitarian,  and  is  still  called  the  First  Church. 
From  that  time  to  1831,  or  for  nearly  a  century,  thcro  was  no 
Cnlviuisttc  organized  society  in  the  North  Precinct  of  Brain  tree, 
now  called  Quincy. 

The  faithful  few  that  had  convonod  together  for  the  purpose 
of  disseminating  tho  religious  sentiments  embodied  in  Congre- 
gationalism, engaged  the  Town  Hall,  and  selected  Dr.  Lyman 
Reecher  to  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  to  them  ;  this  proving  so 
auspicious,  that  in  March,  1832,  they  procured  a  smaller  hall  and 
held  regular  Sabbath  services. 

April  5th,  1832,  they  formed  themselves  into  a  religious  soci- 
ety, and  culled  the  Rev.  T.  Field  to  preach  to  them,  whose  labors 
were  so  successful,  that  they  had  an  Ecclesiastical  council  con- 
vened, Aug.  ICth,  1832.  At  this  council  they  adopted  the  con- 
fession of  faith  and  covenant,  received  their  solemn  charge,  and 
were  officially  constituted  a  Congregational  Church,  entitled  to 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  association.  They  selected  as 
their  name  the  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  of  Quincy. 
At  this  time  the  membership  consisted  of  twenty-one  persons — 
five  males  and  sixteen  females. 

The  first  two  years,  they  were  without  a  pastor.  The  pulpit 
was  supplied  for  one  year  and  a  half  by  the  Rev.  T.  Field ;  he 
being  followed  by  the  Rev.  Stephen  S.  Smith,  who  continued  to 
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supply  the  pulpit  for  the  next  six  months.  August  4lh,  1834, 
this  young  society  called  for  its  first  pastor  the  l{ov.  William  M. 
Cornell,  who  accepted  this  call,  and  was  installed  August  20th, 

1834,  as  pastor  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Cornell  constructed  a  house  on  School  street,  and  also  a 
building  adjoining  for  a  school  house,  in  which  ho  established  a 
private  school,  that  was  quite  popular  for  a  time.  During  his 
ministration,  Mr.  Cornell  went  outside  of  his  parochial  duties; 
making  reflections  upon  the  religions  character  of  the  town, 
which  so  incensed  the  citizens,  that  a  public  meeting  was  called 
to  investigate  the  matter.    The  meeting  assembled  in  August, 

1835,  and  after  a  candid  consideration  of  the  subject,  a  commit- 
tee of  eleven  of  the  most  influential  citizens  were  chosen  to 
make  inquiries  into  the  alleged  assertions,  and  report  at  an  ad- 
journed meeting.  The  following  persons  were  chosen  as  this 
committee: — Hon.  John  Q.Adams,  Thomas  Grcenleaf,  Josiah 
lirigham,  E.  Smith,  Noah  Curtis,  Jedediah  Adams,  Jedediah 
llollis,  (leorgc  W.  Heal,  Kbenezcr  Bent,  Kbenc/.er  Jewctt  and 
Frederick  Ilardwick. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting,  the  committee  reported  through 
the  lion.  John  Q.  Adams,  their  chairman,  that  uthc  statement 
made  by  the  Rev.  Win.  M.  Cornell  gravely  affected  the  moral 
and  religious  character  of  the  town  of  Quincy,  and  was  wholly 
destitute  of  truth  and  reasonable  foundation." 

This  report  was  signed  by  each  of  the  committee,  accepted 
by  the  town,  and  by  them  ordered  to  be  recorded  on  the  town 
records.  Those  who  Mil  desirous  of  perusing  this  unhappy 
matter  can  be  gratified  by  reading  the  "  Columbian  Continel,'' 
"Daily  Advertiser,"  "Patriot"  and  "Trumpet,"  newspapers  of 
the  day;  also,  a  pamphlet  published  at  the  time,  containing  the 
whole  of  the  unhappy  controversy. 

IleV.  Mr.  Cornell,  after  a  pastorate  of  about  five  years,  closed 
his  connection  with  the  parish,  July  8th,  1831).  From  this  time 
until  Jan.  28th,  1841,  the  society  was  without  a  clergyman.  In 
the  mean  time  the  pulpil  was  supplied  by  various  ministers. 

In  1841,  the  Hev.  William  Allen  received  a  unanimous  call, 
which  he  accepted,  and  was  immediately  installed  as  its  pastor. 
His  ministration  over  the  church  was  attended  with  harmony 
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and  peace,  and  after  a  pastorate  of  about  eight  years,  it  was 
terminated  Aug.  28th,  1849.  During  his  parochial  ministration 
the  church  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  twenty  pews.  The 
Rev.  Nelson  Clark  succeeded  Mr.  Allen,  and  was  installed  over 
the  church  Jan.  2d,  1850.  During  his  faithful  and  laborious 
ministration  an  unhappy  controversy  arose,  which  resulted  in  the 
meeting-house  being  closed  against  him,  but  the  larger  portion 
of  the  society  followed  their  able  pastor  to  the  Town  Hall, 
where  they  worshipped  for  some  time.  His  ministration  over 
the  parish  continued  about  nine  years,  terminating  in  1859. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Thayer  followed  Mr.  Clark,  and  preached  here 
several  months,  but  was  not  ordained. 

The  Rev.  Edward  P.  Thwing  was  ordained  Nov.  19th,  18G2, 
and  after  a  pastorate  of  about  five  years,  was  dismissed  June 
24th,  1867. 

m 

Mr.  Thwing  was  succeeded  in  his  ministerial  office  by  the  Rev. 
James  K.  Hall,  who,  having  accepted  a  call  from  the  society, 
was  installed  April  Kith,  1S08,  and  after  a  ministration  of  about 
live  years,  was  dismissed  Feb.  4th,  1873. 

On  the  lGth  of  June,  1874,  the  Rev.  Edward  Norton,  the  pres- 
ent pastor,  was  installed,  and  under  his  charge  the  society  has 
been  in  a  very  prosperous  condition.  The  Sunday  School  num- 
bers on  its  roll  at  the  present  time,  three  hundred  members. 

The  first  meeting-house  was  erected  on  the  corner  of  Canal 
and  Hancock  streets,  and  is  now  used  by  the  town  as  a  public 
library.  A  short  time  after  the  society  relinquished  holding 
divine  services  within  its  old  and  familiar  walls,  the  steeple  and 
bell  were  taken  down. 

While  the  society  was  under  the  ministration  of  Mr.  Hall, 
they  felt  the  need  of  abetter  and  more  commodious  church,  and 
though  the  enterprise  at  first  suggestion  seemed  formidable,  yet 
they  did  not  lack  courage  to  meet  the  demand.  The  pastor  and 
people  worked  resolutely  to  overcome  the  emergencies  and  about 
the  first  of  June,  1870,  the  present  house  of  worship,  on  the 
corner  of  Hancock  and  Chestnut  streets,  was  framed  and  raised. 
The  house  is  pleasantly  located  and  is  very  convenient  and  com- 
modious.   The  building  is  oi  ( Jothic  architecture,  constructed  of 
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Avood.  The  effort  has  been  not  to  disguise  its  material  by  imi- 
tating stone  constructions — an  absurd  custom  too  often  practised 
by  American  architects.  The  roof  and  spire  are  banded  with 
purple  and  green  slate.  The  small  tower  at  the  chapel  entrance 
is  50  feet  high — that  upon  the  main  building  is  123  feet.  In  this 
tower  there  is  placed  a  bell  weighing  1800  pounds,  pitched  in 
the  key  of  F,  and  of  a  very  fine  tone. 

The  cost  of  building  and  hind  was  about  $30,000.  Within 
three  years  after  the  completion  of  the  church  the  society  was 
entirely'free  from  debt.    It  was  dedicated  July  19th,  1871. 


The  first  church  organized  at  Wollaston  Heights  was  a  union 
society  for  religious  purposes.  They  selected  a  hall  in  tho  Wol-  . 
laston  Hotel  as  tlieir  place  of  worship,  and  Sept.  11th,  1870,  the 
first  sermon  was  delivered  before  them  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Davis  of 
Hyde  Park,  from  Kings  i:  7.  As  a  distinctive  religious  sect, 
the  Baptist  was  tho  first  society  organized  here,  but  composed  of 
communicants  of  other  sects.  The  Congrcgationnl  element  wor- 
shipping with  them,  not  agreeing  with  their  theological  tenets 
on  the  questions  of  baptism  and  close  communion,  concluded  to 
establish  a  church  more  in  accordance  with,  their  distinctive 
religion.  The  first  action  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Con- 
gregational church  was  taken  Sept.  23d,  1874,  and  on  the  7th 
of  October  following,  articles  of  faith  and  church  polity  were 
agreed  upon.  Tho  first  meeting  of  a  religious  nature  was  a 
prayer  meeting  held  about  the  16th  of  April,  1875,  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  J.  1\  llayucs.  These  meetings  continued  to  be  held  at 
'  various  houses  for  about  a  year,  or  until  their  meeting-house  was 

erected.  For  several  weeks,  however,  before  the  completion  of 
this  edifice,  their  prayer  meetings  were  held  in  the  vestry  of  the 
church.  The  Wollaston  Land  Association  granted  them  the 
pleasant  site  upon  which  their  meeting-house  is  constructed. 
By  the  activity  of  their  building  committee,  they  were  soon 
able  to  complete  their  fine  house  for  religious  worship.  An 
Ecclesiastical  council  met  on  the  afternoon  of  May  8th,  1876, 
and  proceeded  to  recognize  and  regularly  form  them  as  a  relig- 
ious body.  The  addresses  on  this  occasion  were  delivered  by 
the  Hev.  Messrs.  Longworthy  and  Plumb,  together  with  Doacon 
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Farnsworth  anil  the  Iter.  Mr.  Boiler  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
JVIr.  A.  W.  Spraguc  received  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  in 
behalf  of  the  society.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  the 
church  was  dedicated.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Doc,  of  Wisconsin,  from  the  text  found  in  Hebrew  11. :  4: — 
"  By  faith  Abel  offered  unto  God  a  more  excellent  sacrifice  than 
Cain,  by  which  he  obtained  witness  that  ho  was  righteous,  God 
testifying  of  his  gifts ;  and  by  it — he  being  dead,  yet  speaketh." 
This  was  the  first  sermon  ever  preached  to  this  society.  The 
church  at  this  time  consisted  of  twenty-one  members.  For  sev- 
eral weeks  tlio  pulpit  was  supplied  by  different  clergymen,  when 
on  the  18th  of  June,  187G,  Dr.  F.  N.  Zabriskie,  their  present 
minister,  who  was  on  a  visit  to  Cambridge  from  Saybrook,  Con- 
necticut, was  colled  to  supply  tho  sacred  desk.  His  preaching 
was  so  acceptable  to  them  that  they  extended  a  call  to  him  to 
become  their  pastor,  which  call  was  accepted  Aug.  8th,  and  lie 
wns  installed  Oct.  10th,  of  the  same  year,  although  his  official 
connection  with  this  church  began  Sept.  15th,  187C.  He  still 
continues  to  preach  his  liberal  theology  to  this  infant  church  : — 
"  Wo  have  sought  to  build  up  here  no  mean  sectarian  organiza- 
tion. We  sincerely  desire,  and  have  striven  to  open,  a  taber- 
nacle lofty  as  the  cross  and  broad  as  the  gospel."  This  church 
began  with  twenty-one  members,  but  at  the  present  time  is  con- 
stituted of  more  than  twice  that  number.  Tho  Sabbath  School 
was  organized  Jan.  Kith,  1870,  and  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
The  society  has  been  admitted  a  member  of  the  Suffolk  South 
Conference.  , 


METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CIIUIICII. 


The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  tho  most  numerous  of  any 
one  of  the  Protestant  denominations  of  the  United  States,  had 
its  humble  origiu  in  New  York,  about  176C,  from  a  small  com- 
pany of  Irish  emigrants  who  arrived  there  a  short  time  previous. 
The  first-class  reader  and  local  preacher  was  Philip  Embury, 
one  of  this  little  band  of  christian  emigrants. 
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From  this  small  beginning  soon  followed  those  eminent  pio- 
neers of  American  Methodism, — Asbnry,  Coke,  Whatcoat,  Gar- 
rettson,  Lee,  and  numerous  other  shining  lights,  who  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  fabric  upon  which  this  great  and  numerous 
denomination  of  liberal  theology  has  been  built  in  the  United 
States. 

It  was  several  years  after  that  before  this  sect  began  its  labors 
in  New  England,  which  was  al>out  1790 ;  when  the  first  pioneer 
of  New  England  Methodism,  the  Rev.  Jesse  Lee,  on  that  pleas- 
ant, serene  and  memorable  July  afternoon,  took  his  stand  upon 
an  ordinary  table,  placed  under  the  branches  of  the  venerable 
old  elm  tree  that  was  oneo  the  glory  of  Boston  Common — hero, 
an  utter  stranger  without  friends  or  assistance,  he  commenced 
his  services  by  reading  a  hymn  and  making  a  fervent  prayer  to 
four  persons,  but  beforo  he  had  finished  proclaiming  the  great 
truths  of  Methodism,  his  audience  had  increased  to  three  thou- 
sand. 

It  was  not  until  about  1838  that  a  Methodist  society  was 
organized  in  this  town,  by  several  persons  who  had  settled  at 
Quincy  Point  and  Germantown,  from  the  Capo  towns,  for  tho 
purpose  of  carrying  on  tho  fish  business.  Aftor  several  pre- 
liminary meetings,  they  selected  a  site  for  their  meeting-house 
at  tho  corner  of  Washington  and  South  streets.  This  church 
was  soon  erected,  and  was  dedicated  July  10th,  1888,  by  tho 
noted  Father  E.  T.  Taylor,  of  the  old  North  End  Bethel, 
located  at  the  cast  side  of  North  square,  Boston.  It  soon  camo 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  tho  Now  England  Conference. 

From  tho  circumstance  of  its  having  been  for  a  long  timo  tho 
only  church  located  at  tho  Point  village,  (until  recently  a  Bap- 
tist society  has  been  formed  there,)  whose  inhabitants  wero 
made  up  of  persons  of  various  religious  beliefs,  it  has  at  times 
been  somewhat  of  an  independent  church — sometimes  within  tho 
limits  of  the  conference,  and  at  other  periods  out  of  its  jurisdic- 
tion. At  tho  present  time,  tho  pulpit,  by  tho  dosire  of  its  wor- 
shippers, is  supplied  by  a  clergyman  of  the  Congregational  order, 
Kcv.  Mr.  Drake. 

While  under  the  charge  of  tho  Methodist  Conference,  this 
society  has  had  located  among  thorn  many  eminent  christians  of 
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this  persuasion ;  among  whom,  wore  the  well-known  Rev.  John 
T.  Burrell  and  Rev.  Samuel  Kelley;  the  latter  has  recently 
done  much  to  increase  the  usefulness  of  Methodism  in  this  town. 

About  1844,  Charles  A.  Curamings,  John  Andrews,  Samuel 
Higgins  and  others,  seceded  from  the  Point  church,  and  pur- 
chased a  site  for  a  Methodist  church  at  the  corner  of  Sea  and 
Canal  streets,  (now  Chestnut  and  Canal  streets.)  Upon  this  site 
they  had  a  small  chapel  built,  which  was  dedicated  November 
20th,  1844,  and  came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Providence 
Conference. 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  (ioodridgo  was  tho  first  pastor,  who  preached 
here  from  November,  1844,  to  June,  1845,  and  was  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Fox,  whose  ministerial  labors  continued  two 
years,  or  from  1845  to  1847,  which  is  the  extent  of  timo  that 
their  clergymen  are  allowed  to  remain  in  one  place,  excepting 
the  superannuated  ministers,  who  are  allowed  to  remain  a  longer 
period. 

Rev.  Mr.  Fox  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Anscr  B.  Wheeler, 
who  preached  hero  from  1847  to  1849.  In  1849,  Rov.  J.  B. 
Gould  commenced  his  services  with  this  feeble  society,  and 
appears  to  have  been  the  last  minister  located  here.  In  a  short 
time  the  faithful  few  were  obliged  to  dissolve,  for  the  want  of 
financial  support.  For  some  years  the  meeting-house  remained 
closed.  About  18G4,  Mr.  ( 'lift.  Rogers  purchased  this  estate,  and 
was  instrumental  in  having  a  Spiritualist  church  established 
here.  In  the  spring  of  1876,  this  building  was  purchased  by  tho 
Quincy  Reform  Club,  a  temperance  organization,  and  large  ad- 
ditions were  made  to  it,  at  a  cost  of  seven  or  eight  thousand  • 
dollars,  (including  the  interior  embellishments,)  and  was  ded- 
icated Aug.  31st,  1870,  under  the  name  of  "Faxon  Hall,"  and 
is  still  in  use  by  the  club. 

In  1872,  a  Methodist  society  was  organized  in  West  Quincy, 
and  through  the  untiring  exertions  of  Rev.  Samuel  Kelley,  former 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Quincy  Point?  and  now  chap- 
lain of  the  National  Sailors'  Home,  (who  has  done  more  to 
disseminate  the  doctrines  of  this  sect  in  Quincy  than  any  other 
person,)  a  considerable  sum  of  money  was  collected  towards  tho 
erection  of  a  church,  which  stands  a.  short  distance  off  Ccme- 
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tcry  street.  In  the  absence  of  n  located  minister  over  this  church 
Mr.  Kelley  supplies  the  pulpit  at  the  present  time. 

The  Methodist  Society  at  Wollaston  Heights  was  organized 
in  1878,  and  held  their  services  for  nearly  a  year  in  tho  school- 
house,  or  until  their  chapel  on  Beale  stroet  was  completed,  with 
Rev.  S.  L.  Beilcr  as  pastor.  In  the  year  1877,  the  conference 
left  the  pulpit  to  be  supplied. 

Rev.  Mark  Trafton,  who  resides  there,  occasionally  supplies 
the  sacred  desk ;  in  his  absence  a  part  of  the  summer  a  Swedcn- 
borgian  clergyman  has  preached  to  the  congregation.  At  the 
present  time  the  Methodist  churches  of  this  town  are  without 
settled  pastors. 


CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 


The  first  religion  brought  to  New  England  .by  civilized  people, 
was  the  Catholic,  which  was  as  early  as  1G09,  eleven  years  before 
the  Puritans  landed  on  Plymouth  rock.  The  location  selected 
by  the  two  French  Jesuit  Fathers,  Rev.  Peter  Biard,  a  native  of 
Grenoble,  and  Father  Enemond  Masse,  was  the  Neutral  island 
in  Schoodic  river.  Here  they  erected  a  chapel,  which  in  all 
probability  was  the  first  church  constructed  in  New  England. 
This  location  not  proving  a  desirable  one,  they  in  a  short  time 
removed  this  mission  to  Mount  Desert  island,  at  the  mouth  of 
,  PenobBcot  river;  this  occurred  about  tho  years  1G12-13.  It  was 
not  many  years  beforo  this  religious  station  was  obliged  to  bo 
given  up;  the  settlers  being  driven  away  by  the  English.1 — 
Afterwards  Father  Druillettes,  and  some  years  later,  Father 

1.  At  this  time  Sir  Thomas  Dale,  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  fitted  out  an 
expedition  to  dislodge  the  French  from  Acadia.  "Captain  Argall  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  forco  destined  for  this  purpose,  which  consisted 
of  three  armed  vensels.  Father  Biard,  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  bo  revenged  of 
Xienconrt,  ofTercd  ^>  pilot  the  vessels  to  tho  basin  of  Port  Royal;  and  Argall, 
having  reached  the  Day  of  Fundy,  entered  tho  harbor  and  landed  forty  mon. 
A  gun  was  fired  from  tho  battery,  as  a  signal  to  Die  people  who  were  abroad, 
but  he  advanced  with  such  rapidity  that  lie  fouud  the  fort  abandoned,  and  im- 
mediately took  possession  of  it.  He  then  sailed  up  tho  river  Loquille  with  his 
boats,  where  he  viewed  their  fields,  barns  and  mills.  Theso  he  spared,  but  on 
his  return,  ho  destroyed  tho  fort  and  defaced  the  arms  of  the  King  of  France. 
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Kale,  revived  and  attempted  to  cany  on  this  field  of  christian 
labor,  and  their  efforts  were  attended  with  some  degree  of  suc- 
cess; but  the  Indian  wars  and  other  difficulties  interrupted  and 
laid  waste  their  Indian  missions  after  long  years  of  suffering  and 
persecution.  In  1713,  Governor  Dudley  made  an  effort  to  pros- 
elyte the  Abnaki  tril>c,  by  offering  to  rebuild  their  church  that 
had  been  burnt,  if  they  would  renounce  their  religion  and  receivo 
a  Protestant  minister  instead  of  a  Catholic  41  blackgown."  The 
noble  reply  of  the  Indians  to  Governor  Dudley  in  his  attempt  to 
Jtave  them  change  their  creed  by  bribery,  is  worthy  of  all  com- 
mendation.'   Owing  to  tho  Province  warn,  and  the  French  low* 

jtiencourt  was  at  this  time  surveying  the  country  at  a  distance,  but  being  called 
honte,  he  requested  a  conference  with  the  English  commander.  They  met  in  a 
meadow,  with  a  few  of  their  followers.  After  an  ineffectual  assertion  of  rights 
equally  claimed  by  both,  Bienconrt  proposed,  if  he  could  obtain  protection  from 
the  Crown  of  England  and  get  the  obnoxious  Jesuit  in  bis  possession,  to  divide 
the  fur  trade  and  disclose  the  mines  of  the  country.  But  Argall  refused  to 
make  any  treaty,  alleging  that  his  orders  were  only  to  dispossess  him,  and 
threatening  if  ho  should  find  him  there  again,  to  consider  him  as  an  enemy. 
Whilst  they  were  in  conference,  ouo  of  the  savnges  came  up  to  them,  and  in 
broken  French,  with  suitable  gestures,  endeavored  to  mediate  a  peace  between 
tliem,  wondering  that  persons,  who  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  one  nation,  should 
make  war  on  each  other.  This  affecting  incident  served  to  pat  both  of  them  in 
a  good  humor.  After  Argall's  departure,  somo  of  the  Frenchmen  dispersed  them- 
selves in  the  woods,  and  mixed  with  the  savages;  others  went  to  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  and  strengthened  the  settlement  which  Champlain  had  made  there; 
tho  rest  were  carried  to  England,  and  reclaimed  by  the  French  Ambassador. 
Thus  terminated  the  first  effective  settlement  in  North  America,  after  an  exist- 
ence of  eight  years."— Halliburton's  History  of  Nova  Scotia,  Vol.  I,  p.  :<7. 

1.  "  When  the  Abnaki  orator  heard  this  singular  offer,  with  great  dignity  he 
arose  and  said,  '  You  were  here  first  and  saw  me  a  long  time  before  the  French 
governors;  but  neither  you  nor  your  ministers  spoke  to  mo  of  prayer  or  the 
Ureal  Spirit.  You  saw  my  furs,  my  beavers  and  moose  skins,  and  of  these  only 
did  you  think  then.  Hut  when  the  French  bktrktfown  namo,  though  I  was 
loaded  with  furs,  ho  disdained  to  look  at  them.  He  sjwke  to  me  of  tho  Croat 
Spirit  of  Heaven  and  Hell,  of  the  prayer  which  is  the  only  way  to  reach 
Heaven.  I  heard  him,  and  was  delighted  with  his  words.  At  lost,  the  prayer 
pleased  me;  I  asked  to  be  instructed,  and  was  finally  baptised.  Thus  have  tho 
French  acted.  Had  you  spoken  of  the  prayer,  (prayer  with  the  Indiana  waa 
synonymous  with  faith)  as  soon  as  we  met,  1  should  now  be  so  unhappy  as  to 
pray  like  you,  for  1  could  not  have  told  whether  your  prayers  were  good  or  bad. 
Now  I  hold  to  tho  prayer  of  tlvo  French — 1  agree  to  it;  I  shall  lie  faithful  to  it, 
even  until  tho  earth  is  destroyed.  Keep  your  mou,  aud  your  gold,  and  your 
ministers;  I  will  go  to  my  French  fathers.' " 
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of  their  American  possessions,  these  French  and  Indian  settle- 
ments came  to  an  end.1 

The  poet  Longfellow  has  related  the  persecutions  and  suf- 
ferings of  the  poor  Catholics  in  his  sad  story  of  the  Acadian 
heroine,  M  Evangeline."    In  Massachusetts,  even  up  to  the  Rev- 
olutionary War,  Catholicity  was  held  in  great  contempt;  the 
Pope  was  frequently  burnt  in  effigy,  and  so  much  so  had  this 
become  the  practice  in  the  army,  that  General  Washington,  on 
his  arrival  at  the*camp  at  Cambridge,  was  obliged  to  issue  the 
following  order,  which  speaks  for  itself : — "  Nov.  5.    As  the 
Commander-in-Chief  has  been  apprised  of  a  design  formed  for 
the  observance  of  that  ridiculous  and  childish  custom  of  burning 
the  effigy  of  the  Pope,  he  cannot  help  expressing  his  surprise 
that  there  should  be  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  army  so  void  of 
common  sense,  as  not  to  see  the  impropriety  of  such  a  6tep  at 
this  juncture;  at  a  time  when  we  are  soliciting,  and  have  really 
obtained  the  friendship  and  alliance  of  the  people  of  Canada, 
whom  we  ought  to  consider  as  brethren  embarked  in  the  same 
cause — the  defense  of  the  general  liberty  of  America.    At  this 
juncture  and  under  such  circumstances,  to  be  insulting  their 
religion  is  so  monstrous  as  not  to  be  suffered  or  excused;  indeed, 
instead  of  offering  the  most  remote  insult,  it  is  our  duty  to  ad- 
dress public  thanks  to  these,  our  brethren,  as  to  them  we  are  so 
much  indebted  for  every  late  happy  success  over  the  common 
enemy  in  Canada." — Sparks'  Washington  Works,  Vol.  Ill, p.  144. 

At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  a  Chaplain  of  the 
French  Navy,  by  the  name  of  Claude  Florcnt  Bouchard  do  la 
Porterie,  remained  in  Boston  and  privately  celebrated  mass. 
His  stay,  however,  was  of  short  duration ;  ho  was  followed  by 
the  Rev.  Louis  Rousselet,  who  was  soon  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
John  Thayer,*  the  first  native  of  New  England,  (being  a  descend- 

1.  Bee  Halliburton's  History  of  Nova  Scotia,  Vol.  I,  p.  176;  also,  Abbe  Ray- 
nal,  Vol.  0,  pp.  378  to  280,  inclusive.   Edinburgh  Edition. 

2.  Tlie  Rev.  Jobn  Thayer  was  born  in  Huston,  but  descended  from  Old 
Braintree  through  Cornelius  Thayer,  his  father.  Mr.  Thayer  was  educated  for 
the  church,  and  became  a  Congregational  clergymou.  Among  his  first  duties 
as  a  minister  was  holding  the  position  of  chaplain  to  Governor  Haucock.  At 
this  lime  he  says,  "  Having  a  secret  inclination  to  travel,  1  determinod  to  toko  a 
European  tour,  to  learn  the  lauguages  which  ore  most  in  use,  and  to  acquire  a 
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ant  of  old  Braintrec,)  converted  to  Catholicity.  While  traveling 
in  Rome  he  became  a  convert,  and  was  admitted  into  the  chnrch 
in  May,  1783,  and  probably  was  the  first  Catholic  Priest  who 

■ 

knowledge  of  the  constitution  of  the  8 tales— of  the  manners,  customs,  laws  and 
Governments  of  the  principal  nations,  in  order  to  Rain  hj  this  political  knowl- 
edge a  great  consequence  in  my  country,  and  thus  become  more  useful  to  it. 
Such  were  my  human  views,  without  the  least  suspicion  of  the  secret  designs 
of  Providence,  which  was  preparing  for  me  more  precious  advantages."  In 
17HI,  he  sailed  for  France,  and  from  thore  he  journeyed  on  to  Rome,  where  he 
might  become  more  familiar  with  the  manners  and  customs  of  this  classic  land. 
Mr.  Thayer  had  heen  educated  in  the  religion  of  the  riiritntis.    If  is  early  edu- 
cation caused  him  to  nourish  a  strong  ami  hitter  hatred  lo  all  i|uesliouN  con- 
nected with  Catholicity,  as  well  as  lo  all  classes  and  nations,  that  had  embraced 
these  theological  views;  with  all  this  animosity  against  this  doctrine,  he  entered 
Rome.    The  cordiality  by  which  he  was  received,  soon  softoned  his  religions  prej- 
udices. After  a  candid  and  prayerful  investigation  of  the  principles  and  doctrines 
of  this  religion,  its  pure  refulgent  light  dawned  in  upon  his  anxious  soul,  aud 
removed  all  doubt  as  to  his  future  duty.    From  this  time  he  renounced  Protes- 
tantism, and  liecame  a  zealous  advocate  of  Catholicity.    At  the  sacred  fount  of 
the  church  at  ltome,  Mr.  Thayer  was  baptised,  received  holy  orders,  and 
was  admitted  into  this  church  of  Christ  in  May,  1783.    On  leaving  Uome,  he 
returned  to  Paris,  where  he  immediately  entered  the  famous  seminary  of  St. 
Rulpico.    Hero  in  Paris,  aftor  so  vend  years  of  study  in  gaining  a  more  thor- 
ough knowledgo  of  the  theology  of  the  Catholic  faith,  ho  was  ordained  aud 
received  the  full  fellowship  of  the  priesthood,  and  was  the  first  Puritan  clergy- 
man convert  to  the  Romish  Church. 

The  following  letter,  written  to  a  friend  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Thayer  in 
Boston,  shows  the  cordiality  with  which  ho  was  received  on  his  return:— 

"  My  Dkak  Fkikki*:— I  reached  Boston  on  tho  -1th  of  January  last,  aud  have 
everywhere  been  received  with  the  most  Mattering  attention.  My  own  relatives 
expressed  the  greatest  joy  at  my  return.  The  Governor  of  the  State,  whoso 
chaplain  I  formerly  was,  has  promised  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  forward  my 
views,  and  favor  the  work  for  which  I  have  been  sent  to  Boston.  I  have 
received  nothing  but  kindness  aud  attention  from  tlie  ministers  of  the  town. 
Many  of  them  liave  visited  me  and  evinced  a  degree  of  cordiality  which  I  had 
little  reason  to  expect.  The  officers  of  tho  Custom  House  have  also  carried 
their  )K>litoiiCHs  so  far  as  to  bo  unwilling  to  take  anything  for  my  large  boxes, 
which  I  had  procured  from  France  aud  Knglaud,  having  looked  upon  their  con- 
tents as  things  designed  for  the  church. 

"  On  the  first  Sunday  after  my  arrival,  I  announced  the  word  of  God,  and  all 
Hocked  in  crowds  to  hear  me.  A  great  degree  of  curiosity  is  manifested  to 
become  acquainted  with  our  belief,  and  the  free  toleration  allowed  hero  has 
enabled  me  to  enter  Into  a  full  exposition  of  it.  Rut  I  was  not  long  iu  a  condi- 
tion to  satisfy  the  curiosity  and  eagerness  of  tho  people  of  Boston.  1  had  been 
only  a  fortnight  in  the  town  when  it  pleased  Almighty  God  to  afflict  me  with  a 
sickness  that  kept  me  coutincd  to  my  bed  for  a  mouth.    Tho  danger  appeared 
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publicly  celebrated  mass  in  the  little  French  Huguenot  Church, 
then  in  School  street,  Hoston,  which  was  removed  years  ago.  It 
stood  about  where  the  building  numbering  10,  18  and  20  now 


to  tne  mo  serious,  ou  one  occasion,  that  I  requested  the  holy  vaticum  of  a  French 
clergyman,  with  whom  I  am  associated  in  the  work  of  the  I-onl  and  of  Ins 
church.  My  heulth  was  restored  liy  degrees,  ami  as  soon  us  I  hail  received  suf- 
ficient strength,  I  availed  myself  of  the  privilege  allowed  me  to  celebrate  mats 
in  my  chamber.  When  my  health  was  sufficiently  restored,  I  resumed  my 
functions  of  preaching,  confessing,  and  visiting  the  few  sheep  that  composed 
my  little  Hock. 

"  Ou  every  occasion  tho  Protestants  evince  the  same  eagerness  to  come  and 
hear  mo,  but  they  content  themselves  with  that.  Tho  indifference  and  philoso- 
phy which  prevails  here  as  much  as  anywhere  else,  aro  obstacles  to  tho  fruit  of 
preaching  which  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  remove— obstacles,  however,  which 
do  not  in  tho  least  discourage  mo.  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  few 
recantations,  and  our  dear  Neophytes  ufford  mo  groat  consolation  by  tho  sanc- 
tity of  their  lives.  About  one  hundred  Catholics,  consisting  of  French,  Irish 
and  Americans,  are  what  constitutes,  at  present,  our  church.  About  a  dozen 
of  them  attend  mass  daily.  I  am  engaged  in  instructing  a  fow  Protestants 
whom  I  hope  to  restore  shortly  to  our  common  mother.  1  recommend  our  mis- 
sion most  earnestly  to  your  prayers,  for  we  are  in  want  of  laborers  for  the  culti- 
vation of  this  iiumouso  field  which  has  been  so  long  abandoned  in  these  United 
States."    (Signed.)   Thayer,  Itoston,  July  17th,  17!M». 

"Shortly  after  tho  arrival  or  Father  Matiguon,  Mr.  Thayer  entered  ti|»on  his 
New  England  mission,  where  he  was  very  successful  in  his  laltors,  until  called 
by  the  bishop  to  enter  upon  a  more  important  sphere  of  duty,  iu  the  State  of 
Kentucky.  While  here  he  matured  his  plans  to  found  a  convent  in  his  native 
city  of  Itoston.  Iu  1803,  Mr.  Thayer  proceeded  to  Europe  fur  this  purpose. 
After  having  travelled  some  years  iu  soliciting  aid  for  this  project,  he  was 
enabled  to  establish  a  fund  of  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars  for  it.  In  Mil,  ho 
took  up  his  permanent  residence  iu  Limerick,  .Ireland,  where  he  acquired  many 
anient  and  genial  friends,  among  whom  was  Mr.  James  Kyan,  whoso  two  pious 
daughters  came  to  Itoston  and  eutered  the  Crsuline  Convent  of  Three  Hi  vers. 
In  1818,  after  the  expiration  of  their  noviceship,  they  began  their  noble  labors 
in  the  convent  which  had  been  prepared  adjoiuiug  tho  Cathedral  of  the  Holy 
Cross,  under  Itishop  Cheverus.  Sisters  Mary  Joseph  and  Mary  Magdalen,  as 
they  were  culled,  were  the  pioneers  of  this  institution.  The  Ursuliuos  removed 
to  their  now  couvout  on  Mount  Benedict,  Chaileslowu,  iu  1827.  Mr.  Thayer, 
in  the  early  part  of  181.r»,  was  taken  sick  iu  Limerick,  where  he  died.  Though 
among  strangers,  his  last  moments  were  consoled  by  tho  affections  and  tender 
care  of  his  devout  spiritual  followers.  Mr.  Thayer  was  not  a  brilliant  preacher, 
but  was  better  adapted  to  controversy;  this  beiug  one  reason  why  he  was  called 
to  so  many  extensive  tields  of  labor.  Subsequent  to  the  Revolutionary  War, 
Catholic  literature  began  in  controversy,  and  for  many  years  it  was  their  great 
and  important  weapon  of  defence.  Tho  Uev.  John  Thayer  was  the  champion 
ami  originator  of  Uds  home  literature."  • 
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stands.  This  was  the  first  church  occupied  by  tho  Catholics  of 
Boston.1 

On  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Matignon  in  Boston,  Aug.  20th,  1792, 
Father  Thayer  was  somewhat  relieved  of  his  arduous  duties; 
enabling  him  to  extend  his  field  of  usefulness,  by  visiting  nearly 
all  the  large  towns  and  villages  in  New  England,  when  many 
converts  were  made  to  Catholicity.  In  1709,  the  1  tight  Hcv. 
Bishop  Carroll  of  Baltimore,  (at  this  time  there  was  but  one 
bishop  for  all  the  United  States,)  desiring  some  one  to  open  the 
important  field  of  religious  labor  in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  se- 
lected Father  Thayer  for  the  purpose,  on  account  of  his  adapta- 
bility and  ardent  zeal  in  missionary  work.     While  in  Kentucky, 

1.  In  Mr.  Drake's  old  landmarks  of  Boston  we  find  the  following  in  refer- 
ence to  tliis  old  church:— 

"Just  before  you  come  to  where  the  Univorsallst  Church  formerly  stood, 
ascending  School  street  towards  Tremont  street,  was  tho  little  church  of  tho 
French  Huguenots,  of  Boston.  This  was  the  church  of  tho  Paneuils,  Bandoitis, 
Sigoiirnoys,  Boutiiioaii*  and  Johonnols.  The  church  was  huilt  of  brick  about 
the  year  1704;  was  very  small,  and  for  a  long  timo  its  erection  was  opposed  by 
the  town.  Before  building,  the  French  occupied  ono  of  the  school-houses. 
Queen  Ann  presented  a  large  folio  bible  to  this  chnrch,  which  afterwards  fell 
into  tho  possession  of  Mather  Byles;  Andrew  Fancuil  gave  in  his  will  three 
pieces  of  plate  for  communion  and  baptism,  besides  his  warehouse  in  Kings  St. 
Poirre  Daille,  the  first  minister,  died  in  1715,  and  was  succeeded  by  Le  Mocier. 

•  •  •  After  the  dissolution  of  the  society,  the  house  of  tho 
French  Church  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Twelfth  Congrcgatioiial  Society, 
which  arose  during  tho  excitement  causod  by  the  coming  of  Whitefleld.  Mr. 
Cross  well  wns  tho  pastor— dying  in  1785,  when  the  houso  passed  to  Uio  Roman 
Catholics.  Mass  was  celebrated  in  the  church  in  November,  1788.  It  was  re- 
moved iu  1802."  It  is  singular  euongh  that  the  Huguenots  who  worshipped  in 
this  church,  and  who  had  lied  from  Catholic  persecution,  should  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Romish  Church.  On  the  destruction  of  this  church,  they 
purchased  it  site,  on  Franklin  street,  and  through  tho  effort*  of  Itov.  Father 
Matignon,  who  oamo  to  Boston  in  I7!tt,  and  of  tho  Bev.  John  ('hoverus,  erected 
the  Cathedral  Church  of  the  Holy  Cross,  in  1803.  "Bishop  Chevems,  afterward 
Cardinal,  was  sincerely  beloved  in  Iloston,  by  tho  Protestants  and  Catholics 
alike.  Otis  and  Qnincy  were  his  friends.  Ho  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  heated 
controversy  that  ensued  over  the  treaty  negotiated  with  Great  Britain,  by  Wash- 
ington, known  as  lay's  Treaty.  On  this  question,  Harrison  Gray  Otis  came 
before  the  |icople  of  Boston  for  the  Brat  lime,  in  a  public  speech,  and  tho  good 
bishop  was  so  charmed  with  the  hrilliant  oratory  of  tho  sinker,  that  he  throw 
his  arms  around  Mr.  Otis,  and  exclaimed,  while  the  tears  ran  down  his  face:  - 
1  Future  gcucrulioiui,  young  mau,  will  riso  ami  call  Iheo  blessed.*  " 
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the  idea  occurred  to  him,  that  one  subject  of  great  importance 
had  been  omitted  in  promulgating  and  establishing  Catholicity 
in  the  United  States ;  and  that  was,  the  construction  of  a  con- 
vent for  young  Catholic  females  for  their  christian  education. 
So  firmly  had  this  idea  become  impressed  on  his  mind,  that  he 
relinquished  hia  ministrations  in  Kentucky,  and  went  to  Europe 
for  the  purpose  of  soliciting  means  for  this  noble  institution, 
where  he  procured  eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars.  From  the 
proceeds  of  this  fund,  under  the  direction  of  Right  Kov.  Dr. 
Cheverus,  (to  whose  charge  the  design  and  construction  was 
left  by  Mr.  Thayer  at  tho  time  of  his  death,)  a  convent  was 
erected,  near  and  in  connection  with  the  Cathedral  of  the  Holy 
Cross  on  Franklin  street,  Boston.  This  convent  was  removed  to 
the  ill-fated  one  on  Mount  Benedict,  Charlcstown,  Mass.,  in 
March,  18*27.  So  Father  Thayer,  after  all  the  ridicule  and  con- 
tumacy that  had  been  thrown  out  against  the  idea  of  erecting 
such  an  institution  in  the  State,  was  by  his  untiring  exertions, 
successful  in  accomplishing  the  object,' of  all  others  which  he 
most  desired;  and  to  him  must  be  attributed  the  honor  of  being 
its  worthy  founder.  Fortunately  he  did  not  live  to  be  pained 
by  seeing  this  institution  so  near  his  heart,  fall  a  victim  to  the 
incendiary's  torch  by  the  prejudice  and  bigotry  of  his  own  coun- 
trymen, on  tho  11th  of  August,  1H34. 

As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  the  first  mass  celebrated 
in  Quincy,  was  in  the  old  Crane  house,  on  Common  street,  in 
1828;  this  estate  now  being  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  John  Fal- 
len. Father  French  of  F.uslport,  State  of  Maine,  officiated  on 
this  occasion.  At  various  times  mass  was  celebrated  in  the  old 
long  house,  (so  called,)  which  was  located  on  Adams  street,  a 
short  distance  north-east  of  Eaton's  bridge. 

About  1839-40,  occasional  mass  was  celebrated  by  Father  T. 
Fitzsimmons  of  South  Boston,  in  the  old  West  District  pcbool- 
house,  from  which  they  were  expelled  by  those  persons  of  the 
district  who  were  opposed  to  Catholicity;  but,  after  talking  the 
matter  over  with  those  who  had  objected  to  their  worshipping 
there,  reconciliation  was  effected  and  services  were  resumed 
again  in  tho  old  school-house,  where  they  remained  until  the 
erection  and  dedication  of  the  St.  Mary's  Church,  on  Cemetery 
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street.  Tliis  soeiety  being  now  organized,  and  their  meeting- 
house  built,  Father  Fitzsimmons  first  began  religious  services  in  it 
in  the  fall  of  1842.  He  was  succeeded  by  Father  John  O'Beirnc 
in  1843,  who  remained  with  them  about  ono  year,  or  until  1844, 
when  the  bishop  appointed  him  to  take  charge  of  a  parish  in 
Roxbury  Highlands.  After  the  removal  of  Father  O'Beirne,  the 
Rev.  Bernard  Carraher  was  appointed  his  successor  over  tho  St. 
Mary's,  July  27th,  1845,  and  was  the  first  resident  priest.  After 
remaining  here  a  few  years  he  received  his  dismission,  and  Fath- 
er Fitzsimmons  was  recalled  to  officiate  over  this  church,  where 
he  remained  three  or  four  months;  l>cing  succeeded  by  Father 
Rodden,  who  took  charge  of  this  extensive  mission  in  December, 
1848.  This  mission  included  at  that  time,  the  towns  of  Abing- 
ton,  Randolph,  Brain  tree,  Weymouth,  Hingham,  Cohasset  and 
Milton.  Father  Kodden  was  a  person  of  fine  ability,  improved 
by  a  finished  education  and  extensive  reading.  At  this  time  he 
was  the  principal  literary  editor  of  the  Boston  Pilot.  His  judi- 
cious management  of  the  society,  and  his  amiability,  not  only 
made  him  popular  with  his  parish,  but  also  with  the  town's  peo- 
ple. At  the  close  of  his  peaceful  labors  with  this  rapidly  increas- 
ing mission,  the  bishop  directed  that  Father  Roche  should 
ofliciatc  Bf  Pariah  Priest  over  tho  St.  John's  Church.  Father 
Roche  continued  his  able  and  efficient  ministrations  over  his 
faithful  flock  for  several  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev. 
James  Hallcy,  who  was  one  of  the  most  devout  fathers  that 
was  over  installed  over  them ;  untiring  in  his  exertions  for  the 
the  spiritual  advancement  of  the  society,  working  night  and  day, 
out  of  season  as  well  as  in  season,  for  their  temporal  comfort. 
His  social  qualities  were  such  as  to  endear  him  to  all.  By  his 
executive  ability  and  uncommon  economical  administration  of 
the  affairs  of  the  parish,  he  was  gratified  at  the  close  of  his  pas- 
torate, to  inform  them  that  they  were  free  from  all  debt.  Rev. 
James  Sullivan  followed  Father  Hallcy  as  parish  priest,  but  after 
being  connected  with  the  society  for  several  years  his  health 
failed  him,  ami  a  great  share  of  the  arduous  duties  of  the  church 
was  conducted  by  the  curate.  After  some  time  of  painful  suf- 
fering fnnn  a  lingering  consumption,  he  was  removed  by  death 
from  his  parochial  duties,  Nov.  18th,  1871.  Father  Sullivan  was 
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the  first  priest  who  has  died  in  the  parish.  After  his  decease, 
the  former  curate  under  Father  Sullivan,  the  Rev.  Francis  Frigu-  . 
glietti,  was  called  upon  by  the  Right  Reverend  Bishop  to  assume 
the  charge  over  this  parish.  After  his  installation,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  enlarge  the  church,  and  in  August,  1872,  ground 
was  broken  for  that  purpose.  Father  Friguglietti  continues  to 
preside  over  this  large  and  still  increasing  parish,  ably  assisted 
by  the  curate,  Father  Dennehy. 


In  1841,  the  Catholics  purchased  a  piece  of  land  on  Cemetery 
street,  of  Mr.  James  Hall,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  church. 
As  soon  as  all  necessary  arrangements  could  be  made,  they 
began  the  construction  of  their  meeting-house,  which  was  fin- 
ished in  the  fall  of  1842,  and  dedicated  to  God  under  the  title  of 
St.  Mary's  Church,  Sept.  18th,  1842,  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
Fcnwick.  It  was  the  desire  of  the  members  of  this  parish,  that 
it  should  be  conducted  on  the  free  church  principal,  but  after 
having  tried  the  experiment  for  about  two  years,  they  found 
that  it  could  not  be  supported  in  this  manner;  therefore,  they 
voted  to  rent  the  seats  at  such  a  r:itc  as  would  pay  their  current 
expenses.  Its  seating  capacity  was  about  four  hundred.  Its 
worshippers  increased  so  rapidly  after  its  erection,  that  two  addi- 
tions were  made  to  it.  In  the  fall  of  1870,  the  idea  was  sug- 
gested of  constructing  a  basement  room  under  the  church,  but 
it  was  not  favorably  received  by  the  parish,  and  was  given  up 
for  a  time. 

In  18f)l,  the  Catholic  worshippers  of  the  central  part  of  the 
town  found  it  very  inconvenient  to  travel  so  far  us  West  Quincy 
to  church;  to  obviate  this  difficulty  Father  Roddcn,  in  1851, 
purchased  a  site  for  a  church  of  Mr.  Francis  Williams,  on 
School  street,  corner  of  (Jay ;  where  immediately  after  the 
removal  of  the  house  and  barn  that  stood  on  the  land,  they 
began  building  operations.  They  soon  found,  however,  that  their 
finances  were  not  sufficient  to  complete  the  building.  This 
caused  a  suspension  for  a  few  months,  or  until  a  proper  amount 
of  funds  could  be  procured  for  its  completion.  This  was  ac- 
complished in  a  short  time,  and  they  soon  had  the  gratification 
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of  having  this  fine  edifice  dedicated  in  1853,  the  solemn  and 
imposing  ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
Fitzpatrick,  and  was  called  St.  John's  Church.  Its  seating  capac- 
ity was  about  four  hundred.  Eighteen  years  from  this  time,  it 
was  found  expedient  to  enlarge  (his  meeting-house,  for  (he  hel- 
ler accommodation  of  the  increasing  wants  of  the  society  ;  and 
directly  steps  were  taken  for  this  purpose  by  purchasing,  in  1ST  I, 
about  an  acre  of  land  adjoining  the  church,  of  the  late  John  J). 
Whichcr.  In  August,  1872,  workmen  began  the  excavation  for 
the  basement  of  this  enlargement,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year,  the  old  church,  with  its  original  spire,  was  moved  about 
twenty  feet  to  the  westward  upon  its  present  site,  after  having 
been  raised  twelve  feet  or  more.  Two  large  wings  were  added, 
—  one  to  its  east  and  the  other  to  its  west  side — and  an  exten- 
sion of  about  fifty  feet  to  its  southerly  end.  The  comer  stone 
Avas  laid  with  impressive  and  grand  ceremonies,  amid  the  en- 
chanting strains  of  celestial  music,  chanted  by  a  seleet  choir,  from 
the  sublime  oratories  of  the  church,  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Nov. 
24th,  1872.  The  services  were  conducted  by  the  1  tight  Rev. 
Bishop  Williams  and  other  eminent  clergymen  of  the  Diocese, 
and  was  witnessed  by  a  large  concourse  of  people.  The  church 
was  finally  finished  in  1874,  and  dedicated  Juno  14th,  the  same 
year,  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Williams.  It  is  an  imposing 
structure— built  of  wood,  and  will  seat  nearly  eleven  hundred 
persons.  Its  interior  fresco  ornamentation  is  unique  in  design 
and  chaste  in  coloring,  and  surpasses  all  other  churches  in  town 
for  its  elegant  interior  decorations.  The  high  altar  is  a  fine 
work  of  art  and  mechanical  construction.  The  stone  curbing  in 
front  of  the  church  was  placed  there  in  the  summer  and  the  iron 
fence  during  the  fall  of  1877. 

During  the  same  year  a  new  church  was  built  on  Hancock 
street,  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  and  was  called  the  Sacred 
Heart.  This  church  has  not  as  yet  been  dedicated,  but  services 
are  held  in  it  every  Sabbath. 

At  the  time  the  town  was  incorporated,  it  appears  by  the  poll 
list,  that  there  were  but  three  Celtic  Irish  persons  in  town,  viz: — 
Moses  Black,  Esq.,  .lames  Dorren  and  Thomas  Welch.  Mr. 
Moses  Black  was,  at  the  lime  of  his  residence  here,  owner  of  the 
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ol«l  Qoinoy  domain.  He  was  an  Irish  gentleman  of  great  popu- 
larity in  town,  and  hold  several  town  offices  of  trust.  Mr.  Black 
was  the  only  Irishman  that  ever  represented  the  town  in  the 
Suite  Legislature.  From  that  time  the  Celtic  element  gradually 
accumulated  until  1842,  when  they,  with  others  from  the  neigh- 
boring towns,  were  of  a  sufficient  number  to  establish  a  church. 
At  this  time  there  were  al»out  one  hundred  Irish  in  Quiuey. 
The  great  bulk  of  them  came  between  the  years  1845  and  1855. 
As  a  political  element,  we  find  that  in  1848,  there  were  but 
twelve  Irish  voters  registered  on  the  list ;  now,  there  are  more 
foreigners  and  their  descendants  on  the  registration  list  than 
there  were,  both  native  and  foreign,  in  18421.  At  the  present 
time,  they  and  their  descendants  constitute  more  than  one-third 
of  the  population  of  the  town.  As  yet,  intermarriages  between 
the  Celtic  and  Saxon  races  arc  of  rare  occurrence ;  still  several 
unions  of  this  kind  have  taken  place. 


i j ait ist  cmmcir. 


The  establishment  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  New  Eng- 
land met  with  powerful  opposition,  as  well  as  severe  persecution, 
by  the  first  settlers  of  the  colonics;  one  reason  being,  the 
peculiarity  of  their  doctrine  on  infant  baptism  and  immersion. 
These  cardinal  principles  of  the  Baptists,  the  Puritans  considered 
incompatible  and  inconsistent  with  the  leaching*  of  the  divine 
scriptures ;  hence  the  enactment  of  the  following  law,  to  pre- 
vent such  "  Ilereticks"  from  coining  among  them  : — 

"  For  us  much  as  experience  hath  plentifully  and  often  proved 
that  since  the  first  arising  of  ye  Anabaptist,  about  a  hundred 
years  since,  they  have  beifc  yc  incendiaries  of  ye  common  wealth, 
and  ye  in  factors  of  persons  in  mainc  matters  of  religion,  and  ye 
troublers  of  churches  in  all  places  where  they  have  bene,  and 
y't  they  who  have  held  yc  baptizing  of  infants  unlawfull,  have 
usually  held  oth'r  errors  or  heresies  together  therewith  though 
they  have,  (as  oth'r  hereticks  use  to  do)  concealed  ye  same,  till 
they  spied  out  a  fit  advantage  and  oportunity  to  vent  them,  by 
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way  of  question  or  scruple,  mid  whereas  divers  of  this  kind  have,  - 
since  o'r  comeg  into  New  England,  appeared  amongst  o'rsclves, 
some  whereof  have  (as  oth'rs  before  them)  denied  ye  ordinance 
of  magistracy  and  ye  lawfulncs  of  making  warr,  and  oth'rs  yo 
lnwfiilncs  of  ma'trats,  and  their  inspection  into  any  breach  of  ye 
first  table  w'ch  opinions,  if  they  should  be  connived  at  by  us,  are 
like  to  be  increased  amongst  us,  and  so  must  necessarily  bring 
guilt  upon  us,  infection  and  troublo  to  ye  churches,  qnd  hazard 
to  ye  whole  commonwealth. 

"It  is  ordered  and  agreed,  y't  if  any  p'son  or  p'sons  w'thin  y's 
jurisdiction  shall  either  openly  condentno  or  oppose  ye  bnptiz'g 
of  infants,  or  go  about  secretly  to  seduce  oth'rs  from  ye  app'ba- 
tion  or  use  thereof,  or  shall  purposely  depart  yo  congregation  at 
ye  administration  of  ye  ordinance,  or  shall  deny  ye  ordinance  of 
magistracy,  or  their  law  full  right  or  authority  to  make  warr,  or 
to  punish  ye  outward  breaches  of  ye  first  table,  and  shall  appare 
to  ye  Co't  wilfully  and  obstinately  to  continue  therein  after  due 
time  and  mcanes  of  conviction,  every  such  p'son  or  p'sons  shalbo 
sentenced  to  banishm't.  Nov.  13th,  1G44." — Mass.  Rec.,  Vol.  II, 
p.  85. 

One  year  after  this  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature,  an  effort 
was  made  by  the  Baptists  to  have  it  repealed,  but  the  court 
"  Voted,  that  the  laws  mentioned  shall  not  be  altered  at  all,  nor 
explained." 

In  1G4G,  the  inhabitants  of  Dorchester  and  Roxbury  petitioned 
the  court  not  to  abrogate,  or  even  weaken  the  law,  which  was 
granted. 

The  first  person  that  we  find  in  the  records,  arrested  and 
brought  to  the  court  for  the  misdemeanor  of  profession  of  this 
doctrine,  was  Mr.  Edward  Starbuck,  of  Dover,  in  1648.  It  was 
many'ycars  before  this  prejudice  agaiust  tho  Baptists  was  com- 
pletely eradicated,  and  they  were  allowed  to  worship  God  in 
accordance  with  tho  dictates  of  their  own  conscience ;  even  up 
to  the  time  of  organizing  their  first  society,  and  worshipping  on 
Noodles  Island,  in  Boston,  1GG8,  they  were  imprisoned  and  pun- 
ished for  not  attending  the  established  church. 

Tho  first  church  was  erected  in  Boston  so  quietly  and  unosten- 
tatiously, that  the  authorities  had  not  tho  least  suspicion  of  it 
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until  it  was  dedicated  for  public  worship,  in  1679.  This  effron- 
tery or  contumacy  was  immediately  punished  with  a  severe  pen- 
alty, by  having  the  doors  of  the  church  nailed  up  and  the 
following  order  posted  upon  them  :— 

"  All  persons  are  to  take  notice  that  by  order  of  the  court,  the 
doors  of  this  house  are  shut  up,  and  that  they  are  inhabitatcd  to 
hold  any  meeting,  or  to  open  the  doors  thereof,  without  license 
from  authority,  till  the  General  Court  take  further  order,  as  they 
will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 

"Boston,  March  8th,  1680" 

In  1865,  on  the  evening  of  December  19th,  a  meeting  was 
held  by  Baptists  residing  at  Quincy  Point,  to  consider  the  expe- 
diency of  a  united  effort  looking  to  the  formation  of  a  Baptist 
church. 

"As  a  result  a  hall  was  secured,  furnished  and  dedicated,  and 
public  Sabbath  services  were  held  April  1st,  1866,  for  the  first 
time ;  and  two  weeks  later  a  Sabbath  School,  numbering  forty- 
five  was  commenced.  Sept.  16th,  the  ordinance  of  baptism  was 
first  administered,  but  the  Church  was  not  properly  constituted 
until  the  next  year,  Feb.  23d,  1867,  when  eleven  persons  were 
organized  as  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Quincy.  Several  were 
added  at  subsequent  meetings  soon  after,  and  twenty  by  baptism 
the  following  summer. 

"In  February,  1868,  Mr.  Daniel  J.  Stone  of  Cordaville,  was 
called  to  the  pastorate,  and  May  13th,  the  church  was  publicly 
recognized  by  an  Ecclesiastical  Council,  and  Mr.  Stone  ordained 
as  pastor.  The  church  was  received  into  the  Boston  South 
Association  in  September.  Mr.  Stone  was  much  beloved,  and 
continued  his  labors  until  his  sudden  death  in  May,  1869.  The 
following  year  the  Rev.  W.  It.  Maul  was  pastor  for  a  short  time  ; 
Rev.  Lewis  Colby  was  stated  supply  for  some  months  following. 
In  September,  1871,  the  Rev.  G.  B.Williams  took  charge  o'f  tho 
church.  Under  his  watchful  care,  the  society  was  harmonious 
and  prosperous.  Thirteen  persons  were  received  by  baptism, 
and  some  by  letter  from  other  churches.  June  3d,  1877,  tho 
Rev.  Charles  II.  Ilickok  was  installed  over  this  society. 

"The  importance  and  necessity  of  organizing  a  Baptist  church 
at  Wollaaton  Heights  early  engaged  the  attention  of  brethren 
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who  had  become  residents  of  tho  place.  A  meeting  was  held 
July  18th,  1871,  and  the  church,  consisting  of  twenty-three  mem- 
bers,  was  duly  constituted  under  the  name  of  "  The  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Wollaston  Heights."  The  usual  Declaration  of  Faith 
and  Church  Covenant  were  adopted.  A  building  committee  of 
three  was  appointed  to  prepare  plans  and  arrange  for  erecting 
at  once  a  house  of  worship.  The  church  was  publicly  recog- 
nized by  an  Ecclesiastical  Council,  Sept.  10th,  1871,  and  a  week  • 
later,  it  was  received  into  the  Boston  South  Association.  In 
December,  the  church  called  the  Rev.  Stephen  G.  Abbott  of 
Townshend,  Vt.,  to  become  their  pastor,  who  entered  upon 
his  labors,  Jan.  1st,  1872.  June  24th,  the  church  was  legally 
organized  as  a  society,  and  a  board  of  trustees  chosen.  July  6th, 
the  corner-stone  of  the  new  chapel  was  laid  with  appropriate 
ceremonies.  But  the  church  continued  to  worship  during  the 
rest  of  the  year  at  the  Union  Chapel,  a  hall  where  union  relig- 
ious services  had  been  held  from  the  first  settlement  of  the 
place. 

"Tho  chapel,  finished  at  a  cost  of  about  $15,000  and  capable  of 
seating  three  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  was  dedicated  Jan.  16th, 
1873.  The  bell  was  presented  by  II.  H.  Faxon,  Esq.,  of  Quincy, 
and  the  land  was  the  gift  of  the  Wollaston  Land  Associates. 
The  building  is  of  wood,  Gothic  in  style,  with  stained  windows, 
and  handsomely  frescoed,  having  organ,  baptistery,  bible-class 
room,  library  and  kitchen — in  everything  simple,  tasteful  and 
convenient. 

"  On  Sunday  evening,  April  27th,  occurred  the  first  baptism. 
October  7th,  the  pastor  resigned,  but  continued  to  supply  the 
pulpit  through  tho  year. 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  church  Jan.  30th,  1874,  a  cordial  and 
earnest  invitation  was  extended  to  the  Rev.  Charles  II.  Howe,  of 
Weymouth,  to  become  pastor,  and  was  signed  by  all  the  resident 
members  of  the  church  ami  the  board  of  trustees.  The  pastor 
elect  assumed  charge,  April  1st,  1874.  In  a  year  and  a  half  the 
church  doubled  in  membership,  and  continues  united  and  pros- 
perous. EightyTtwo  in  all  have  united  with  the  church.  Of 
these,  eleven  have  been  dismissed,  and  two  have  died.  Tho 
present  number  of  members  is  sixty-nine. 
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There  arc  quite  a  number  of  Baptists,  residents  in  other  parts 
of  the  town,  who  arc  not  members  of  cither  of  these  churches, 
who  hold  their  connection  with  churches  where  previously  asso- 
ciated." 


Tito  Spiritualists  began  holding  services  in  the  Town  Hall 
about  the  year  1855,  and  meeting  with  some  dcgrco  of  success, 
they  concluded  that  it  would  be  more  convenient  for  them  to 
have  a  place  of  their  own  in  which  to  hold  meetings ;  therefore, 
Mr.  Clift  Rogers  purchased  the  unoccupied  Methodist  Chapel 
on  the  corner  of  Sea  and  Canal  streets,  (now  Chestnut  and 
Canal),  and  presented  it  to  them  frco  of  rent  to  worship  in. 
After  holding  their  services  here  for  several  years  with  varied 
prosperity,  they  were  at  last  "obliged  to  give  up  their  exercises, 
as  the  congregation  had  lost  all  interost  in  the  meetings.  A  few 
years  ago,  the  society  was  revived  again,  and  commenced  to 
hold  its  services  in  Temperance  Hall,  on  Granite  street.  This 
place  of  worship  becoming  too  small  for  the  audience,  the  so- 
ciety moved  to  Franklin  Hall,  on  Franklin  street,  in  tho  early 
part  of  1878,  for  their  better  accommodation. 


BRAINTREE  CHURCHES. 


Sixty-seven  years  after  tho  First  Church  was  organized,  tho 
settlement  along  the  quiet  banks  of  the  Monaliquot  river  had 
increased  to  seventy-one  families,  or  within  one  of  as  many  as 
there  were  in  the  North  Precinct.  These  settlers,  desiring  a 
moro  convenient  place  of  worship,  (they  having  to  travel  a  long 
distance  over  bad  roads  to  the  usual  place  of  service,)  after  a 
bitter  and  angry  controversy  on  the  subject,  finally  succeeded, 
in  1706,  in  getting  a  vote  of  the  town  to  establish  a  church  in 
the  South  Precinct,  which  is  now  called  North  Braintrce.  It 
was  not,  however,  until  Nov.  9th,  1708,  that  the  question  was 
definitely  settled,  and  tho  division  line  established  between  the 
two  parishes,  viz: — "9th  Nov.,  1708,  the  inhabitants  of  Brain- 
tree  being  lawfully  assembled,  it  was  then  voted,  that  there 
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should  bo  two  distinct  precincts  or  societies  in  this  town,  for  tho 
more  regular  and  convenient  upholding  of  the  worship  of  God. 

"It  was  then  voted  by  the  inhabitants  aforesaid,  that  Colonel 
Kdmund  Quincy,  Esq.,  and  Scrg.  Nchciniah  Haydcn,  be  a  com- 
mittee in  the  name  of  the  whole  town,  to  address  the  Great  and 
General  Court  or  Assembly  now  sitting,  for  their  approving  and 
confirming  the  line  by  them  agreed  upon  between  the  said  soci- 
eties. 

"The  inhabitants  of  ]>  rain  tree  being  lawfully  assembled,  then 
voted  that  the  lino  for  the  distinction  of  precincts  between  tho 
North  and  South  Societies  should  run  as  followclh  : — That  said 
line  .begin  at  the  head  of  the  ship  cove  by  John  Now  comb's, 
Senior,  taking  in  his  living  to  the  south  end,  and  so  run  from 
the  head  of  said  cove  to  the  common,  and  so  to  run  from  the 
common,  by  said  John  Newcomb's,  to  the  line  between  John 
Fcnniman's,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  Vcascy's ;  and  then  running  upon 
the  line  between  Thcophilus  Curtis's  and  Francis  Legarcc's,  as 
also  running  upon  the  lino  between  Serg.  Samuel  Payne's  and 
James  Fcnniman's,  to  the  common;  and  from  thence  to  the 
north-west  corner  of  Faxon's  farm,  to  tho  north-west  corner  of 
Aldrige's  farm ;  and  so  to  run  from  said  corner  of  said  farm 
from  marked  trees  to  the  mouth  of  Blue  Hill  river,  where  it 
comes  into  Moore's  river;  and  so  by  said  Blue  Hill  river  to 
Dorchester,  upon  the  Blue  Hill  line." 

This  lias  been  an  important  line ;  first  serving  as  the  line  be- 
tween the  two  military  companies  of  tho  town,  and  at  the  estab- 
lishment of  tho  Church  at  Braintrce  it  formed  the  boundary 
line  between  tho  two  parishes.  In  1792,  at  the  separation  and 
division  of  the  town,  this  line  also  formed  the  boundary  between 
tho  two  towns,  and  has  remained  to  this  day  nearly  tho  same, 
with  the  exception  that  a  slight  change  was  made  at  the  annexa- 
tion of  Braintrce  Neck  to  Quincy.  As  soon  as  this  new  church 
had  been  gathered — Sept.  10th,  1707 — an  invitation  was  tended 
to  llev.  Hugh  Adams,  who  accepted  the  call.  Mr.  Adams  was 
an  eccentric  person,  and  complained  a  great  deal  about  his  sal- 
ary. The  church,  at  this  time,  was  quite  poor,  and  it  was  a 
severe  struggle  for  them  to  get  .along  and  pay  their  minister, 
as  well  as  paying  their  portion  of  tho  salary  of  Hcv.  Mn  Fisk, 
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of  tho  First  Parish.  Mr.  Adams  administered  to  the  wants  of 
this  parish  about  thrco  years,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  tho 
Rev.  Samuel  Niles,  who  was  ordained  May  23d,  1711.  Mr. 
Niles  was  bora  May  1st,  1674,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  Col- 
lege in  1699.  During  Mr.  Nilcs's  pastorate  the  old  church 
was  pulled  down,  and  a  new  one  erected  on  the  same  site,  which 
was  dedicated  June  28th,  1759.  This  society  has  had  thrco 
meeting-houses  constructed  for  divine  worship  since  its  organ- 
ization. The  present  one  had  its  tOAver  blown  off  in  the  great 
September  gale  of  1869.  Mr.  Niles  was  a  worthy  clergyman, 
and  by  his  learned  treatise  on  original  sin,  a  book  published  by 
him  in  1757,  of  over  threo  hundred  pages,  he  established  a  char- 
acter of  an  able  and  powerful  controversialist.  His  fragmentary 
history  of  tho  Indian  and  French  wars,  compiled  by  him  in  1760, 
has  l>een  published  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Collections. 
He  died  May  1st,  1762,  aged  eighty-eight  years.  Rev.  Mr.  Niles 
and  his  three  wives  lie  buried  in  tho  Kim  Street  Cemetery, 
North  Braintreo. 

* 

Mr.  Niles  was  succeeded  by  tho  Rev*  K*ra  Weld,  who  was 
born  in  Pomfrct,  Connecticut,  Juno  13th,  1736.  Ho  graduated 
at  Yale  College  in  1759,  and  was  ordained  as  minister  of  tho 
,  second  church  in  Braintreo,  Nov.  17th,  1762.  After  a  long  and 
peaceful  administration  of  his  ministerial  duties  over  this  parish, 
ho  died,  Jan.  16th,  1816,  aged  eighty  years.  Mr.  Weld  was  suc- 
ceeded by  tho  Hcv.  Sylvester  Sage,  who  was  dismissed,  May 
4th,  1807.  After  Mr.  Sage,  Dr.  Richard  Salter  Storrs  received 
a  call,  which  he  aeeepted. 

'Dr.  Storrs  was  born  at  Longmcadow,  Mass.,  in  Feb.,  1787,  and 
graduated  at  Williams  College,  in  1807.  lie  afterwards  studied 
theology  with  Rev.  Aaron  Woolworth,  at  Bridgehampton,  L.  In 
and  also  spent  a  year  at  Andover  Seminary.  He  was  acting  as 
a  missionary  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  at  the  time  ho  received  his 
call  to  become  pastor  over  the  Braintrce  church.  His  ordina- 
tion at  Braintrce  took  place  July  11th,  1811,  with  tho  following 
exercises  :— 

Tho  Rev.  Jonathan  Strong,  of  West  Randolph,  made  tho 
introductory  prayer;  the  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev. 
R.  Si  Storrs;  tho  consecrating  prayer  was  offered  by  tho  Rev. 
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Samuel  Niles,  of  Abington  ;  the  charge  to  the  pastor  was  given 
by  the  moderator  of  the  council,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Williams,  of  South 
Weymouth ;  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  by  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Norton,  of  North  Weymouth  ;  the  concluding  prayer  was  by 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Gile,  of  Milton. 

In  1831,  Dr.  Storrs  considered  it  his  duty  to  ask  a  dismission 
of  five  years  from  his  society,  which  was  freely  granted,  that  ho 
might  enter  upon  the  more  arduous  duties  as  an  agent  of  the 
Home  Missionary  Society,  for  which  his  christian  spirit  so  much 
desired.  In  his  absence,  Dr.  Edward  A.  Park,  now  a  theological 
professor  at  Andovcr,  was  ordained,  and  remained  about  two 
years.  During  the  remaining  portion  of  Dr.  Storrs's  absence, 
the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  two  brothers,  tho  Rev.  Paul  and 
William  Jewett. 

On  the  return  of  Dr.  Storrs,  he  resumed  his  former  parochial 
duties.  Mr.  Storrs  was  a  firm  advocate,  and  an  active  supporter 
of  tho  doctrines  of  the  church  to  which  he  belonged.  So  tena- 
cious was  he  of  his  church's  tenets,  that  he  was  among  the  first 
clergymen  who  refused  to  exchange  "pulpits  with  other  than 
Evangelical  teachers."  During  his  long  ministration  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  persons  were  admitted  to  the  church,  four 
hundred  and  eighty  were  baptized,  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  marriages  were  solemnized,  and  seven  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  funerals  wero  attended.  After  an  extended  and  honorable 
pastorate  of  sixty-two  years,  ho  was  called  to  the  bosom  of  his 
God — ripe  and  full  of  years — Aug.  11th,  1873,  aged  eighty-six 
years.  He  and  his  three  wives  lie  buried  in  the  old  Elm  Street 
Cemetery,  nearly  opposite  the  church  in  which  he  so  many  years 
administered  with  so  great  and  uncommon  fidelity. 

Tho  present  pastor,  Thomas  A.  Emerson,  was  installed  May 
7th,  1874. 


The  Union  Church  of  Weymouth  and  Brain  tree  was  organ- 
ized in  1811,  and  the  Rev.  Daniel  Clark  was  called  to  its  pasto- 
rale, who  was  installed  Dec.  31st,  of  the  same  year,  and  after 
remaining  there  about  two  years,  was  dismissed  Oct.  1st,  1813. 
During  the  interregnum,  the  church  was  without  a  settled  pas- 
tor, and  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  various  clergymen.    On  the 
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14th  of  Juno,  1815,  tho  Rev.  Jonas  Perkins  was  ordained  as  its 
minister.  Mr.  Perkins's  pastorate  was  a  long  ami  peaceful  one, 
he  having  administered  to  its  spiritual  wants  nearly  half  a 
century,  or  forty-five  years.  He  was  released  from  his  parochial 
duties,  Oct.  15th,  1860,  and  after  a  few  months  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  Lysander  Dickerman,  who  was  installed  Jan.  17th, 
1801,  and  received  his  resignation  in  July,  1807.  Mr.  Dicker- 
man  was  followed  by  the  ltev.  A.  A.  Ellsworth,  who  commenced 
his  labors  as  acting  pastor,  April  1st,  1868,  and  remained  as  such 
until  he  was  relieved  of  his  christian  duties  in  the  fall  of  1871, 
when  the  Kcv.  Lucicn  II.  Frary  received  an  invitation  to  become 
its  pastor.  Ho  was  installed  April  13th,  1875,  and  still  min- 
isters to  the  spiritual  want-  of  the  society. 

The  meeting-house  in  which  this  society  worship  was  the  old 
Mollis  Street  Church,  of  Boston,  which  was  taken  down  in  1810, 
and  floated  on  a  raft  from  Boston  to  Braintree,  and  there  rebuilt 
on  its  present  site  for  this  society,  and  not,  as  Mr.  Drake  says  in 
his  Old  Landmarks  of  Boston,  for  Dr.  Storrs's  church,  in  North 
Braintree.  A  few  years  since,  it  was  extensively  remodeled  at 
a  cost  of  several  thousaud  dollars.  Jt  is  now  a  lino  and  commo- 
dious edifice. 


The  Third  Congregational  Church  was  established  in  South 
Braintree  in  1829,  and  the  Rev.  Lyman  Matthews  was  ordained 
as  its  first  clergyman,  Aug.  4th,  1830.  He  continued  its  wor- 
thy pastor  for  a  period  of  more  than  fourteen  years,  when  he 
obtained  his  resignation,  Oct.  4th,  1844.  Tho  pulpit  of  this 
church  was  supplied  for  about  a  year  by  various  clergymen, 
when  Aug.  7th,  1845,  the  Rev.  Brands  D.  Tenney  was  installed. 
His  connection  with  the  society  continued  about  three  years, 
when  ho  was  dismissed  Nov.  14th,  1848.  Mr.  Tenney  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Rev.  William  B.  Hammond,  who  was  called  to 
settle  over  the  parish.  Ho  was  inducted  into  his  parochial 
duties  April  10th,  1840,  and  continued  to  administer  to  its 
spiritual  wants  about  seven  years.  Mr.  Hammond  received  his 
dismissal  April  22d,  1850,  when  the  Rev.  Dennis  Powers  was 
solicited  to  become  its  pastor,  and  was  ordained  Dec.  4th,  of 
tho  same  year,  receiving  his  discharge  July  11th,  1860.   He  was 
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followed  by  the  J  lev.  Lucius  R.  Eastman,  Jr.,  who  was  installed 
May  1st,  18G2.  After  about  three  years  of  active  labor  for  the 
society,  he  was  dismissed  June  7th,  1865.  During  the  four-year 
interval,  the  church  was  supplied  by  several  clergymen,  when  on 
the  10th  of  Oct.,  1869,  the  Rev.  L.Whcaton  Allen  was  ordained. 
Their  present  pastor,  Albion  II.  Johnson,  was  installed  April  1st, 
1875. 


The  Baptist  Church  in  Braintree  was  organized  Sept.  29th, 
1842.    Their  house  for  religious  worship  was  constructed  the 
mine  year,  being  dedicated  Oct.  23d.    Their  first  clergyman  was 
the  Ucv.  George  N.Waittc,  who  commenced  his  labors  over  this 
society  Sept.  10th,  1843,  and  resigned  his  charge  March  29th, 
'    184G.   The  lie  v.  John  B.  Lennard  succeeded  Mr.  Waitte,  being 
installed  Nov.  27th,  of  that  year,  and  continued  to  preach  for 
them  until  1847,  when  the  Rer.  Aaron  Haynes  received  a  call 
from  the  society,  which  was  accepted,  and  he  was  installed  June 
4th,  of  the  samo  year,  where  he  continued  to  labor  until  Aug. 
15th,  1848.    After  Mr.  Haynes,  the  Rev.  Georgo  Deland  was 
called,  who  accepted  the  oflicc  of  pastor,  and  was  installed  May 
20th,  1849,  and  relinquished  his  charge  Sept.  7th,  1856.  Some 
two  years  after,  Mr.  Deland  was  installed  a  second  time,  Jan. 
5th,  1858,  and  was  dismissed  in  1859.    Mr.  Deland  was  followed 
by  the  Uev.  R.  B.  Moody,  who  was  installed  as  pastor  of  this 
church  in  May,  18G2,  and  received  his  dismissal  April  29th,  I860, 
when  the  Rev.  T.  C.  Russell  wns  called  to  labor  as  their  pastor, 
and  was  ordained  Dec.  1st,  1866,  being  relieved  of  his  charge 
March  9th,  1868.    The  next  clergyman  who  received  a  call  was 
the  Rev.  George  B.  Williams,  who  was  installed  in  May,  1869, 
and  relinquished  his  pastorate  in  May,  1870.    Mr.  Williams  was 
followed  by  the  Rev.  T.  W.  Clark,  as  stated  supply,  where  ho 
continued  his  labors  of  love  over  this  declining  society,  until  the 
fall  of  1871,  when  he  resigned  his  charge.    This  society  con- 
tinued to  dwindle  and  fall  away  until  1877,  when  the  church 
was  sold  to  the  Methodists,  who,  during  that  year,  extensively 
repaired  and  decorated  it.     This  society  was  organized  Feb. 
22d,  1874.    The  conference  stationed  the  Rev.  Edward  M.  Tay- 
lor over  this  new  parish,  under  whose  labors  they  have  largely 

38 


Digitized  by  Google 


290 


BELIGIOUS  SOCIETIES. 


increased  their  members,  and  nro  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
The  greatest  liarmony  and  christian  fellowship  prevails  among 
them. 

There  is  a  small  chapel  on  Elm  street,  North  Braintree,  for- 
merly occupied  by  the  Baptists,  which  has  been  given  up  for 
tho  want  of  proper  support. 


In  1877,  the  Catholics  of  Braintree  organized  a  society,  and 
now  hold  services  in  Holbrook's  Hall,  in  South  Braintree,  and 
are  a  branch  of  the  Quincy  Diocese.  They  have  also  selected  and 
purchased  a  piece  of  land  on  Taylor  street,  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  a  church. 


RANDOLPH  CHURCHES. 


A  little  band  of  settlers  gradually  gathered  on  the  banks  of 
the  little  Cochato,  who  found  it  quite  inconvenient  to  travel  to 
the  Middle  or  South  Precinct,  sis  it  was  then  called,  to  attend 
religious  worship;  as  it  had  been,  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
South  Precinct  to  go  to  the  North  to  attend  their  Sabbath-day 
meetings.  This  annoyance  caused  the  inhabitants  of  this  part 
of  Braintree  to  petition  for  a  council  of  churches  to  consider 
and  deliberate  upon  tho  expediency  of  establishing  a  society  at 
Cochato,  by  setting  them  off  as  a  distinct  and  separate  parish. 
On  the  convening  of  tho  council,  the  whole  question  of  separa- 
tion came  before  them,  and  after  a  candid  and  considerate  delib- 
eration, the  council  granted  them  permission  to  form  a  church 
in  tho  south  part  of  the  town.  This  parish  was  organized  on  tho 
28th  of  May,  1781,  which  made  the  third,  or  New  South  Precinct 
of  Braintree.  The  town  of  Randolph,  (which  was  named  after 
that  noted  member  of  Congress  from  Virginia,  the  Hon.  Pey- 
ton Randolph,)  was  not  incorporated  until  1703,  or  sixty-two 
years  after  the  society  was  formed. 

The  first  church  was  built  in  1728.  Several  clergymen  were 
invited  to  preach  as  candidates  before  one  was  settled.  The  first 
clergyman  called  was  the  Rev.  Elisajus  Eaton,  who  was  installed 
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June  2d,  1731.  Mr.  Eaton  continued  as  their  pastor  up  wards  of 
nineteen  years,  when  he  relinquished  his  charge,  June  7th,  1750, 
being  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Moses  Taft.  That  saintly  divine 
was  consecrated  to  his  christian  duties,  Aug.  26th,  1752.  He 
continued  to  minister  to  their  spiritual  wants  to  an  advanced 
ngc,  when  Jonathan  Strong,  D.  D.,  was  made  colleague  pastor 
with  him,  on  the  28th  of  Jan.,  1780,  about  three  years  before  Mr. 
Taft's  death,  which  occurred  Nov.  11th,  1791.  Dr.  Strong,  that 
able  and  eminent  divine,  continued  to  act  as  their  beloved  pas- 
tor for  twenty-five  years,  or  until  1814,  when  ho  died,  respected 
by  all.  lie  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Thaddcus  Pomcroy,  who 
was  installed  Nov.  22d,  1815,  and  remained  their  clergyman 
until  April  20th,  1820,  when  he  relinquished  his  christian  duties. 
Mr.  Pomeroy  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Calvin  Hitchcock,  who 
was  ordained  as  the  fifth  pastor  of  this  church  Feb.  28tb,  1821, 
and  continued  for  thirty  years  to  ably  administer  to  their  spir- 
itual wants,  being  relieved  from  his  pastorate  Juno  0th,  1851. 
Dr.  Hitchcock  was  succeeded  by  tho  Rev.  C.  M.  Cordley,  who 
was  installed  the  lid  of  March,  1852,  where  he  continued  to 
preach  till  dismissed  by  advice  of  council,  Oct.  14th,  1858.  Mr. 
Cordley  was  succeeded  by  tho  Rev.  Henry  E.  Dwight,  who  was 
ordained  Dec.  29th,  1859,  and  dismissed  April  1st,  1862.  Fol- 
lowing Mr.  Dwight,  the  Rev.  John  C.  Labareo  was  installed  Dec. 
14th,  1865,  and  still  continues  as  their  pastor.  The  membership 
of  the  church  is  now  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

North  Baptist  Church  — now  the  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Randolph.  About  the  year  1819,  a  few  friends  of  the  Baptist 
persuasion,  who  had  been  connected  with  tho  East  Stoughton 
Church,  held  occasional  prayer  and  preaching  meetings  at  pri- 
vate houses,  and  so  successful  were  their  christian  teachings  in 
the  conversion  of  souls,  and  the  accession  of  friends  from  other 
societies  to  their  number,  that  they  concluded  to  establish  a 
church.  In  accordance  with  these  views,  they  called  a  meeting 
at  Mr.  Shadrach  Thayer's  house,  Sept.  21st,  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  establishing  a  distinct  Baptist  society  in  Randolph. 
After  a  prayerful  consultation,  they  agreed  to  form  a  church, 
and  selected  several  of  the  brethren  as  a  committee  to  prepare 
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a  covenant  and  articles  of  faith.  At  a  subsequent  meeting,  tho 
covenant  and  articles  of  faith  were  submitted  to  them.  After  a 
careful  consideration,  they  were  accepted,  to  which  thirty  breth- 
ren and  sisters  subscribed,  and  at  the  completion  of  the  building 
of  the  meeting-house,  in  November,  there  were  forty-seven 
members  on  tho  roll.1 

This  little  flock  invited  the  Rev.  Warren  Bird  to  become  their 
first  pastor,  who  accepted,  and  was  installed  in  April,  1820,  "at 
a  salary  of  one  hundred  pounds  lawful  money."  Owing  to  ill- 
health,  Mr.  Bird's  labors  were  of  short  duration,  he  being  obliged 
to  resign  his  charge  in  May,  1821.  Mr.  Bird  subsequently  em- 
braced the  doctrine  of  Swedenborg.  lie  was  born  in  Marsh- 
field,  Mass.,  Oct.  25th,  1791,  and  died  at  Foxboro'  in  1863.  A 
few  months  after  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Bird,  or  in  September, 
1821,  the  Rev.  S.  C.  Dillaway  was  selected  to  supply  the  pulpit 
for  one  year.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Benj.  Putnam, 
who  had  for  some  timo  been  supplying  the  sacred  desk,  and 
received  a  call  to  become  their  pastor.  After  accepting  the 
position,  he  was  ordained  July  2d,  1823.  Mr.  Putnam's  pros- 
perous labors  terminated  with  this  parish  April  1st,  1829.  This 
worthy  divine  was  born  Sept.  1st,  1788,  in  Bakerstown,  Maine, 
and  commenced  preaching  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen  years. 
For  one  year  the  Rev.  Amos  Lefavour  supplied  the  church,  after 
which  the  Rev.  Joseph  M.  Driver  was  installed  Nov.  lGth,  1830. 
He  remained  until  October,  1832,  when  he  was  dismissed  to 
assume  another  pastorate.    Mr.  Driver  was  followed  by  the 

1 .  Tho  following  ia  a  list  of  ineinhurs  U]k>ii  tho  roll  at  Uio  completion  of  tho 
meeting-house  :-Daniel  Alden,  Seth  Alden,  Hosea  Alden,  William  Alton, 
Harmony  Alden,  Thankful  Aldou,  Phebe  Beats,  Hepsibah  Howard,  Polly 
Lines,  Aaron  LiUlefleld,  Micah  LUUetield,  Meribah  Littlefield,  John  Madan, 
John  Madan,  Jr.,  Abigail  Madan,  Benjamin  Mann,  Seth  Mann,  IlannabMann, 
Louisa  Mann,  Folly  Mann,  Mary  D.  Reed,  Avis  Smith,  Zeba  Smith,  Joshua 
Spear,  Joshua  Spear,  Jr.,  Otis  Spear,  Zeba  Spear,  Hannah  Spear,  Nancy  Spear, 
Polly  Spear,  Sarah  Spear,  Jonathan  Stetson,  Charlotte  Stetson,  Joshua  Thayer, 
Shadroch  Thayer,  Zacchous  Thayer,  Thomas  W.  Tolman,  Surah  Tolinan,  Betsy 
Tucker,  Jonathan  Wales,  Jonathan  Wales,  Jr.,  Caleb  White,  Calvin  Whito, 
Livingston  White,  Micah  White,  Nathan  White,  Sarah  White. 

The  first  clerk  of  the  church  was  Thomas  W.  Tolinao.  His  son,  Gilbert  A. 
Tolman,  was  afterwards  clerk  for  about  twenty  years.  Soth  Alden  and  Zeba 
Spear  woro  their  deacons,  and  Dr.  Jonathan  Wales  acted  as  treasurer. 
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Rev.  J.  M.  Coley,  who,  after  having  supplied  the  church  for 
several  months,  was  installed  June  11th,  1833,  and  after  a  short 
pastorate,  relinquished  his  charge  in  February,  1836.  The  sixth 
minister  that  was  called  to  preach  to  them,  was  the  Rev.  Conant 
Sawyer,  who  was  ordained  in  April,  183G,  and  during  his  short 
term  of  service  the  vestry  of  the  church  was  constructed.  The 
subscription  commenced  in  the  dying  chamber  of  that  noble, 
generous  and  worthy  pillar  of  the  church,  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Tol- 
man,  who  then  gave  $200  in  aid  of  that  building.  Mr.  Sawyer's 
pastorate  closed  in  1838.  lie  was  born  in  Monkton,  Vermont, 
May  23d,  1805,  and  was  about  thirty-ono  years  of  ago  when  ho 
began  his  labor  of  lovo  with  the  parish.  Mr.  Sawyer  was  suc- 
ceeded by  tho  Rev.  Otis  Converse,  who  was"  installed  April  1st, 
1838,  under  whoso  ministrations  largo  accessions  were  made  to 
the  membership  of  the  church,  but  ill  health  compelled  him  to 
resign  his  pastorate.  His  successor  was  the  Rev.  Charles  H. 
Pcabody,  who  was  settled  over  this  society  in  December,  1840. 
During  the  groat  revival  under  his  Inborn,  ho  baptized  seventy- 
thrco  persons  in  the  months  of  January,  February  and  March. 
His  labors  scorn  to  have  impaired  his  health ;  as,  while  this  good 
work  was  going  on,  he  was  called  by  his  Master,  April  21st,  1842, 
from  these  arduous  services  to  attend  to  the  higher  duties  of 
singing  eternal  Hosanna  around  the  altar  of  his  God.  Mr.  Pca- 
body was  born  at  Amherst,  New  Hampshire,  now  Mount  Ver- 
non, June  12th,  1799,  and  was  forty-thrco  years  of  age  at  tho 
time  of  his  regretted  and  much-lamented  death ;  after  whom, 
the  Rev.  Henry  Clark  was  settled  over  this  church,  in  1842,  and 
relinquished  his  charge  in  December,  1846. 

Mr.  Clark  was  succeeded  by  tho  Rev.  R.  W.  E.  Brown,  of 
Portland,  Maine,  who  was  ordained  June  22d,  1848,  and  in 
loss  than  a  year,  resigned.  A  few  months  after,  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Driver,  who  had  been  supplying  the  pulpit,  was  settled 
over  this  parish.  lie  resigned  his  pastoral  charge  April  1st, 
1852.  The  church  then  extended  an  invitation  to  the  Rev. 
Benjamin  Wheeler  to  become  their  pastor,  who  accepted,  and  in 
May  of  the  same  year,  began  his  labors,  which  were  terminated 
Dec.  2d,  1858.    His  resignation  was  much  regretted. 

Mr.  Wheeler  was  followed  by  tho  Rev.  William  F.  Stubbort, 


Digitized  by  Google 


294 


RELIGIOUS  BOCIETIK8. 


who  entered  upon  his  duties  April  1st,  1850,  where  he  officiated 
with  great  acceptability  until  ho  resigned,  Oct.  7th,  18G5.  Mr. 
Stubbert  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Willett  Vary  in  April, 
1866,  whose  pastorate  was  of  but  eleven  months'  duration.  In 
June,  1868,  John  Pryor,  D.  D.,  was  engaged  as  stated  supply, 
for  six  months.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term,  lie  was  re- 
engaged to  April  1st,  1869,  but  continued  his  labors  until  June 
1st,  of  the  same  year.  In  October,  the  Rev.  James  K.  Wilson 
received  a  call  as  a  good  shepherd  for  this  christian  flock,  and 
was  ordained  in  December,  1869.  He  was  succeeded  by  the 
Rev.  Joseph  C.  Foster,  who  commenced  his  pastorate  Jan.  1st, 
1873,  and  still  .ably  ministers  to  their  spiritual  wants.  Previous 
to  being  settled  at  "Randolph,  he  had  been  the  pastor  of  the 
First  Raptist  Church  in  Rcvcrly  sixteen  years.  The  number  of 
communicants  added  to  the  church  since  the  present  pastor  was 
ordained,  is  sixty-three,  and  the  whole  number  of  members  of 
the  church  at  the  present  time  is  two  hundred  and  sixty-one. 

The  longest  pastorato  in  tho  history  of  the  parish  was  six 
years  and  six  months.  The  clergyman  that  served  this  length 
of  time  was  tho  Kcv.  Rcnjamin  Wheeler. 

The  North  Raptist,  or  as  it  is  now  called,  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Randolph,  built  their  lirst  meeting-house  on  the  pres- 
ent site  in  1819,  at  a  cost  of  $5,000,  and  it  was  dedicated  Nov. 
3d,  of  the  same  year.  Among  the  largest  subscribers  was  Dr. 
Wales,  who  gave  $500.  Its  dimensions  were  45  by  50  feet.  Tho 
land  upon  which  it  was  constructed,  was  generously  bequeathed 
to  them  by  Mr.  Zclui  Spear,  a  worthy  member  of  the  church  at 
its  first  organization.  The  church  was  enlarged  and  otherwise 
improved  in  1843,  at  an  expense  equal  to  its  first  cost.  In  1872, 
the  question  of  remodeling  the  old  parsonage,  (which  was  pur- 
chased of  Deacon  Daniel  Alden  in  1824,  and  had  stood  for  fifty 
years,)  was  agitated,  and  fully  agreed  to  by  the  members  of  the 
society.  Immediate  action  was  taken  for  this  purpose,  and  it 
was  so  modernized  that  it  literally  was  made  a  new  structure  at 
a  cost  of  $2500.  Shortly  after,  the  members  of  tho  parish  con- 
cluded that  the  old  church  ought  to  be  renovated,  and  boing 
liberally  supplied  with  sufficient  means,  they  began  to  recon- 
struct it,  from  the  foundation,  using  such  portion  of  tho  old 
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building  as  they  thought  necessary.  The  old  church  was  ex- 
tended at  both  ends,  making  the  whole  length  of  the  present 
edifice  ninety-four  feet  by  fifty-seven  in  width,  and  virtually  a 
new  structure  was  built  on  the  most  improved  system  of 
architecture.  A  graceful  spire  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet 
adorns  this  fine  and  beautiful  meeting-house,  and  in  the  belfry  a 
new  bell  of  eighteen  hundred  pounds  weight  was  placed,  pitched 
in  the  key  of  F.  A  new  town  clock  was  also  added  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  neighborhood.  This  was  all  accomplished  at  a 
cost  of  #30,000,  which  has  all  been  paid,  leaving  the  society  out 
of  debt  or  embarrassment.  This  edifice  is  a  conspicuous  orna- 
ment to  the  pleasant  town  of  J  Randolph.  This  society  celebrated 
their  semi-centennial  anniversary  Nov.  7th,  1869,  with  becoming 
and  appropriate  services.  The  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  organ- 
ization of  the  parish  falling  on  Wednesday,  the  3d  day  of  Nov., 
1869,  they  decided  to  celebrate  that  event  with  suitable  cere- 
monies on  the  following  Sabbath,  Nov.  7th.  Two  of  the  former 
pastors  took  a  part  on  this  occasion.  Tho  old  folks  who  had 
belonged  to  the  old  choir  enlivened  the  occasion  with  their  quaint 
hymns  and  psalms,  accompanied  by  the  antiquated  instrumental 
choir  music  of  the  "  olden  times'1 — the  base  viol,  violin,  flute  and 
horn.  The  church  was  finely  decorated,  and  appropriately 
selected  texts  and  mottoes  were  surrounded  with  evergreens. 

• — p  

The  Methodist  Chapel  is  located  on  the  pleasant  eminence 
called  Tower  Hill,  and  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition  under 
the  judicious  ministrations  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Colman.  This  society 
is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  New  England  Conference,  and 
can  worship  in  this  chapel  as  long  as  they  comply  with  the  con- 
ditions of  the  proprietor;  which  is,  that  they  shall  hold  regular 
services  here  on  the  Sabbath. 


The  St.  Mary's  Catholic  Church  was  organized  Dec.  1st,  1848. 
Father  Rodden,  soon  after  a  society  was  formed,  had  erected 
the  pleasant  and  commodious  meeting-house  for  the  public 
worship  of  C4od.  The  first  parish  priest  was  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hodden.  The  present  pastor  is  the  Rev.  Thos.  O'Brien.  The 
number  of  members  of  tho  church,  including  llolbrook,  is  1800. 
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This  town  was  formerly  East  Randolph,  but  was  incorporated 
as  a  distinct  town,  Feb.  29th,  1872.  Mr.  Elisba  N.  Holbrook,  (a 
wealthy  inhabitant  of  the  town,)  informed  its  citizens  that  if  they 
would  procure  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to  change  the  name  of 
the  town  from  East  Randolph  to  Holbrook,  ho  would  make  them 
a  public  bequest,  by  giving  them  sufficient  means  to  erect  a  com- 
modious town  hall;  also  a  fund  to  establish  a  public  library, 
which  they  agreed  to  do.  The  citizens  of  the  town  petitioned 
the  General  Court  for  this  purpose,  and  after  considerable  man- 
agement, they  succeeded  in  getting  an  act  passed  by  the  Legis- 
lature changing  the  namo  from  East  Randolph  to  Holbrook. 

The  first  society  was  established  Dec.  15th,  1818,  by  a  large 
number  of  Mr.  Pomeroy's  church,  in  West  Randolph,  seceding 
and  forming  themselves  into  a  distinct  parish,  winch  was  incor- 
porated as  the  East  Parish  of  Randolph.  The  Rev.  David 
Hrigham  was  their  first  pastor,  who  was  installed  on  the  21st  of 
Dec.  1819,  and  continued  his  labors  of  love  for  seventeen  years, 
lieing  dismissed  Nov.  22d,  1830.  Mr.  Hrigham  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  Dennis  Powers,  who  was  ordained  Dec.  5th,  1838, 
and  received  his  discharge  April  15th,  1841.  Mr.  Powers  was 
followed  by  the  Rev.  William  A.  Peabody,  who  was  settled 
over  this  church  March  2d,  18^3,  and  relinquished  his  chargo 
Oct*  2d,  1849,  having  been  appointed  professor  at  Amherst 
College.  This  vacancy  was  filled  by  the  eminent  divine,  Rev. 
Kzekiel  Russell,  who  was  ordained  May  8th,  1850,  and  resigned 
his  pastorate  Jan.  1st,  1850.  'This  society  was  merged  into  the 
Winthrop  Church,  Dec.  30th,  1850,  and  Dr.  Russell  was  called 
to  settle  over  them  as  their  pastor,  and  was  ordained  Feb.  3d, 
1857.  Their  meeting-house,  as  well  as  the  fine  town  hall  of 
Holbrook,  was  consumed  by  fire,  on  Christinas  morning  in  1877, 
a  great  and  severe  loss  to  this  young  village. 

In  the  south  village  of  Holbrook,  called  Brookville,  is  located 
the  Raptist  Church,  which  was  organized  May  80th,  1868,  and 
at  the  time  of  writing  these  sketches  of  the  churches  in  Hol- 
brook, this  society  was  without  a  settled  clergyman. 
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Thin  ancient  fraternity  claims  its  cxintciico  back  to  the  build- 
ing of  King  Solomon's  Temple.  "  But  on  the  plains  of  Shinnr 
man  again  rebelled,  and  as  a  punishment  of  his  rebellion,  at  the 
lofty  tower  of  Babel,  language  was  confounded,  and  Masonry 
lost.  The  philosophers  and  sages,  however,  still  retained,  or 
discovered  by  the  dim  light  of  nature,  some  traces  of  these  great 
doctrines  of  Masonry,  the  unity  of  God,  and  the  immortality  of 
the  soul.  But  those  doctrines  they  dare  not  teach  in  public,  for 
history  records  what  would  have  been  the  fate  of  such  temerity 
when  it  informs  us  that  Socrates  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  life,  for 
his  boldness  in  proclaiming  these  truths  to  the  Athenian  youths." 

"  They  therefore  taught  in  secret  what  they  were  afraid  to 
inculcate  in  public,  and  established  for  this  purpose  the  ancient 
mysteries,  those  truly  masonic  .institutions,  which  by  a  scries  of 
solemn  and  imposing  ceremonies,  prepared  the  mind  of  the 
initiated  for  the  reception  of  those  unpopular  dogmas,  while  by 
the  caution  exercised  in  the  selection  of  candidates,  and  the 
obligations  of  secrecy  imposed  upon  them,  the  teachers  wero 
secured  from  all  danger  of  popular  bigotry  and  fanaticism.  Their 
members  went  through  a  secret  ceremony  of  initiation,  by  which 
they  lMJcamo  entitled  to  a  full  participation  in  tho  esoteric 
knowledge  of  the  order,  and  were  in  possession  of  certain  modes 
of  recognition  known  only  to  themselves." 

Although  there  has  been  some  change  in  the  ritual  and 
symbols  from  the  first  ancient  mysteries,  still  they  approximate 
in  a  great  measure  to  the  origiual  craft.  The  degrees  have  been 
varied  in  number  and  character,  from  the  original,  and  are  com- 
paratively of  modern  date.    The  following  ancient  degrees 
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contain  all  the  lcgiliinnto  and  noblo  elements  of  Masonry: — 
Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft  and  Master  Mason.  What 
can  be  moro  enoblingt  both  to  the  spiritual  and  humane  charac- 
ter, than  the  great  principles  of  religion  and  morality,  inculcated 
and  imparted  by  the  imposing  ceremony  to  the  Apprentice  on 
taking  his  fi rat  degree,  when  the  lesson  "of  humility  and  con- 
tempt of  earthly  grandeur  is  impressed  upon  his  mind  by 
symbolic  ceremonies,  too  important  in  their  character  ever  to  bo 
forgotten." 

"The  beauty  and  holiness  of  charity  depictured  in  emblematic 
modes  are  stronger  and  more  lasting  than  mere  language  can  ex- 
press." 

Although  he  is  an  Entered  Apprentice,  and  allowed  to  sit  in 
the  lodge  of  his  degree,  he  cannot  speak  or  vote  in  the  proceed- 
ings. 

The  Fellow  Craft,  on  entering,  is  instructed  in  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  mind  and  truths  of  the  science,  now  clothed  in  the 
white  garment  of  innocence,  he  advances  by  the  porch  of  the 
temple  to  the  middle  chamber,  where  he  is  taught  the  method  of 
discriminating  between  a  friond  or  foe ;  he  is  directed  to  the 
wonders  of  nature  and  art,  and  the  differences  between  operative 
and  speculative  Masonry  are  unfolded,  until  by  instruction  and 
contemplation,  he  is  led  to  view  with  reverence  and  admiration 
the  glorious  works  of  the  creation,  and  is  inspired  with  the  most 
exalted  ideas  of  the  perfection  of  his  Divine  Creator. 

Master  Mason  is  the  third  degree  of  all  the  rites.  In  this, 
which  is  the  perfection  of  symbolic  or  ancient  craft  Masonry,  the 
purest  truths  are  unveiled.  "  None  but  he  who  has  visited  the 
Holy  of  holies,  and  travelled  the  road  of  peril  can  have  any  con- 
ception of  the  mysteries  unfolded  in  this  degree;  its  solemn 
observances  diffuse  a  sacred  awe,  and  inculcate  most  impressively 
the  lessons  of  religious  truths.  From  the  sublimity  of  the  truth 
developed  in  it,  and  from  the  solemn  nature  of  the  ceremonies, 
it  has  received  the  appellation  of  the  4  Sublime  Degree.'  From 
this  degree  alone  can  the  officers  of  the  lodge  be  chosen." 

The  first  Supreme  Council  of  the  33d  degreo,  was  established 
in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  by  John  Mitchell  and  others, 
May  31st,  1801,  and  on  the  5th  of  August,  1813,  a  similar 
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council  was  legally  authorized  in  tho  city  of  New  York,  by  tlio 
proper  authorities.  "This,  and  the  council  at  Charleston,  are 
the  only  recognized  councils  which  exists,  or  can  exist,  accord- 
ing to  the  secret  constitution  of  the  United  States.  Tho  seat  of 
this  council  has,  within  a  few  years,  been  removed  to  Boston." 


The  Rural  Lodge  of  Quincy,  grew  out  of  a  lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  formed  in  Randolph,1  the  8th  of  June,  1801, 
and  of  Masonry,  6801.4 

1.  Tho  Itamlolph  I/vl^e  WW  temporarily  organized  on  tlio  evening  of  tho 
day  tho  members  received  their  charter.  Tlio  following  gentlemen  were  chosen 
officers:  W.  It.,  William  P.  Whiting  ;  8.  W.,  Jonathan  Wales,  Jr.;  J.  W., 
Thomas  French,  Jr.;  8.  D.,  Joshua  Niles.  At  this  meeting  a  committee  was 
chosen  to  purchase  jewels  and  other  necessary  articles  for  the  lodge. 

2.  The  following  was  the  charter  of  Rural  Lodge  of  Randolph : — "Know 
ye,  therefore,  that  we,  the  Grand  Lodge  aforesaid,  reposing  special  trust  and 
confidence  in  the  prudence  and  fidelity  of  our  beloved  brethren  above  named, 
have  constituted  and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  constitute  and  appoint 
them    tlio  said  William  1*.  Whiting,  Thomas  11.  Wales,  Jonathan  Wales,  Jr., 
Thomas  French,  Jr.,  Joshua  Niles,  Elihu  Rates,  Isaac  Walker,  Blearer  Reals, 
Ephraim  Wales,  John  Turner,  Theopilus  Wcntworth,  Isachor  Snell  and  Wil- 
liam French— a  regular  lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  under  the  titlo  and 
designation  of  the  Rural  Lodgo,  hereby  giving  and  granting  unto  them  and 
their  successors,  full  power  and  authority  to  convono  as  Masons  within  the  town 
of  Randolph,  in  the  County  of  Norfolk  and  Commonwealth  aforesaid,  to  re- 
coivo  and  ontor  Appronlicos,  pass  Follow  Crarts  and  raiso  Master  Masons,  upon 
tho  payment  of  such  moderate  compensation  for  tlio  same,  as  may  bo  deter- 
mined by  the  said  lodgo.    Also,  to  make  choico  of  a  master,  wardens  and  other 
oftloe  bearers,  annually  or  otherwise,  as  they  shall  seo  cause;  to  receive  and  ool- 
loct  funds  for  the  relief  of  poor  and  distressed  brethren,  their  widows  or  chil- 
dren, and  in  general  to  transact  all  matters  relating  to  Masonry,  which  may  to 
thorn  appear  to  bo  for  tho  good  of  the  craft,  according  to  the  ancient  usages  and 
customs  of  Masons. 

"And  wo  do  horoby  require  tho  said  constituted  brethren  to  attend  tho  Grand 
Lodgo  at  their  quarterly  communications  and  othor  meetings,  by  their  master 
and  wardens,  or  by  proxies  regularly  appointed ;  also,  to  keep  a  fair  and  regular 
record  of  all  thoir  proceedings,  aud  to  lay  them  before  tho  Grand  Lodgo  whon 
required. 

11  And  we  do  eujoiu  upon  our  brethren  of  tho  said  lodge,  that  they  be  punct- 
ual in  the  quarterly  payment  of  such  sums  as  may  bo  assessed  for  the  support 
of  tho  Grand  Lodge;  that  they  hehavo  themselves  respectf idly  and  obediently 
to  their  superiors  in  ofllco,  and  in  all  other  rospocts  conduct  themselves  as  good 


Digitized  by  Google 


300 


SOCIETIES  IK  OKNEKAL. 


The  next  meeting  was  held  Juno  23d,  and  the  lodgo  com- 
plete* I  its  permanent  organization.  A  short  time  after  this,  a 
controversy  arose  among  the  members  with  regard  to  the  erection 
of  a  hall.  After  considerable  consultation,  it  was  decided  to 
construct  one.  Owing  to  some  feeling  in  this  association,  on 
account  of  building  the  hall,  a  majority  of  the  members  withdrew 
in  January,  1802.  This  action  decreased  the  lodge  to  the  small 
number  of  seven  or  eight.  During  the  year  of  1803,  some  four 
new  members  joined.  Just  as  they  began  to  have  new  life 
imparted  to  them,  they  again  became  embarrassed  by  the  unma- 
sonic  actions  of  the  master,  and  January  31st,  1803,  they  found 
that  it  had  become  necessary  to  expel  him ;  his  removal  appeared 
to  impart  more  vigor  and  life  to  the  institution.  A  meeting  was 
held  April  4th,  1803,  and  a  new  codo  of  by-laws  was  accepted. 
The  members,  who  tho  year  previous  had  withdrawn,  rejoined, 
having  become  satisfied  that  the  lodge  would  now  act  in 
harmony,  and  mado  an  election  of  new  officers,  viz : — W.  M., 
Jonathan  Wales,  Jr. ;  S.  W.,  Thomas  French,  Jr. ;  J.  W.,  Wil- 
liam French;  Treasurer,  Jacob  Nile*;  Secretary,  Simeon  Alden. 
They  continued  in  ofliee  until  thp  next  April,  when  a  new  choice 
of  officers  was  mado  in  Quincy.  In  Novemlier,  1803,  the  senti- 
ments of  the  lodge  appear  to  have  been  in  favor  of  an  organiza- 
tion in  Quincy,  as  a  committee  was  chosen,  who  presented  a 
bctition  to  the  Rural  Lodge  of  Randolph,  to  approve  of  a  charter 
from  them  to  establish  a  lodge  in  this  town. 

This  communication  was  referred  to  tho  next  mooting ;  antici- 
pating a  favorablo  decision,  all  necessary  arrangements  wero 
mado  to  remove  tho  charter  to  Quincy,  and  on  tho  28th  of 


"  Aud  we  do  hereby  declare  the  precedence  of  the  sold  lodge,  in  tho  Grand 
Lodge  and  el»ewhere,  to  commence  from  the  eighth  day  of  June,  Anno  Lucia, 
6801. 

"In  testimony  whereof,  Wo  tho  Grand  Master  and  Grand  Wardens,  by  virtuo 
of  tlie  power  and  authority  to  us  committed,  have  horeuntoaot  our  hands,  and 
caused  tho  seal  of  tho  Graud  Lodgo  to  be  afllxed  at  Boston,  this  oighth  day  of 
June,  Anno  Domini,  1801,  and  of  Masonry,  5801. 

1 '  John  Bo y  i  k,  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
"Joiim  So  ley,  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

"  By  order  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 

"John  Peoctoii,  Grand  Secretary." 
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November,  1803,  it  was  voted  to  choose  a  joint  committee  to 
petition  the  Grand  Lodge  to  remove  the  charter  to  Quincy.  The 
following  persons  were  selected  on  the  part  of  liaildolph :— Jona- 
than Wales,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  French,  Jr.  Who  the  committee 
were  on  the  part  of  Quincy,  we  arc  not  able  to  state,  as  the  rec- 
ords make  no  mention  of  them,  neither  is  there  any  record  of  the 
petition.  The  petition  was  evidently  favorably  received  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  as  they  ordered  the  following  dispensation.1 

The  committee  had  a  hall  for  their  convocation  arranged  in 
Mr.  William  Baxter's  house  on  School  street,  which  stood  on  the 
sumo  site  as  the  present  residenco  of  Mr.  Daniel  liaxtcr.  This 
house  was  removed  several  years  ago  to  Phipps  street. 

Here  it  was,  on  Dec.  20th,  1803,  that  Rural  Lodge,  of  Quincy, 
had  their  first  meeting.  At  this  meeting  no  business  of  great 
importance  was  transacted.  The  next  convocation  was  held  Feb. 
20th,  1804,  or  5804  of  Masonry.  At  this  meeting  eleven  persons, 
residents  of  Quincy,  were  admitted  as  members.  Three  candi- 
dates were  proposed,  and  four  initiated.  Not  having  tho  proper 
apparatus  for  transacting  the  business  of  the  lodge,  a  committee 
was  chosen  to  procure  all  necessary  fixtures  and  tools. 

It  was  not  until  Sept.  19th,  1804,  that  tho  lodge  was  duly  con- 
secrated* with  tho  proper  elements  of  consecration  : — Corn  of 
nourishment,  the  wine  of  refreshment,  and  oil  of  joy. 

1.  To  all  tho  Fraternity,  to  whom  theso  presents  shall  come  :— 

*'  Know  ye,  that  on  a  petition  preferred  to  tho  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts, 
on  tho  evening  of  the  12th  day  of  December,  5803,  (1803)  by  tho  officers  and 
member* of  Rural  Lodge,  for  permission  to  bold  that,  lodge  in  future,  in  tho 
town  of  Quincy,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,— which  by  tho  within  charter,  wan 
established  to  be  held  at  Randolph  in  said  county  :- 

"It  was  unanimously  voted  to  grant  the  prayer  of  tho  petitioners  ;  and  that 
Rural  Lodge  should  hereafter  hold  their  meetings  in  the  town  of  Quincy  only." 

Ily  order  of  tho  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

Attest,—  Joiik  Pboctob,  Grand  Secretary. 

2.  The  following  extract  from  tho  records,  givos  a  full  account  of  tho  instal- 
lation and  consecration  of  Rural  Lodge  :-"Sept.  10th,  A.  L.,  5804.  The  lodgo 
met  at 8  A.  M.,  and  opened  in  ancient  form,  "for  the  purposo  of  consecrating 
said  lodge  in  ample  form." 

"  Intelligence  being  received  that  the  Grand  Lodge  was  in  readiness  a  com- 
mittee of  seven,  with  their  proper  officers,  accompanied  by  M.  W.  G.  M. 
Thompson  of  N.  H.,  with  the  band,  proceeded  to  tho  room  where  tho  Grand 
Lodgo  were  in  waiting,  (they  having  been  escorted  thlthor  from  Neponsot 
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Several  committees  were  busily  ongaged  in  the  various  duties 
assigned  them,  in  making  nil  proper  arrangements  for  this 
important  event.  By  order  of  the  lodge,  numerous  special  invi- 
tations were  extended  to  the  selectmen,  clergymen  of  the 
town  and  others,  as  well  as  to  the  neighboring  lodges. 

Aug.  25th,  1806.  "Voted  that  a  pair  of  grave-stones  bo 
erected  to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  Brother,  Jacob  Nilcs." 

January  20th,  1801).  "Bros.  Josiah  Bass,  Lemuel  B  racket  t, 
and  Elisha  Marsh  were  chosen  a  committco  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  distressed  worthy  brethren  that  may  be  on  a  journey, 
and  through  misfortune  need  assistance." 

April  18th,  1811.  "Voted  that  tho  thanks  of  the  lodge  l>e 
presented  to  Worthy  Past  Master  Savil,  for  the  present  of  a  very 
handsome  sword." 

Jan.  11th,  1819.  "  Voted  that  the  third  article  of  the  By-Laws 
be  so  altered,  that  clergymen  may  bo  initiated  gratis." 

Nov.  14th,  1831.  "Voted  to  invest  two  hundred  dollars  in 
tho  fund  for  building  tho  Masonio  Temple,  Boston." 

May  14th,  1832.  "  Voted,  that  the  committee  to  invest  funds, 
purchase  three  shares  of  State  Bank  stock." 

bridge*  where  they  were  met  by  a  committee  appointed  for  tho  purpose)  to 
attend  them  to  lodge  room  ;  which  duty  being  attended  to,  after  tho  usual  cere- 
monies, a  procession  was  formed,  "  which  consisted  of  a  very  largo  number  of 
brothers,  the  clergymen  and  private  citizens,  among  which  were  Hon.  John 
Adams,  lion.  John  Q.  Adams,  Thomas  It.  Adams,  Esq.,  Hon.  Cottou  Tufts  of 
Weymouth,  tho  Selectmen  and  Doacons  of  Quincy,  otc.  etc. 

"The  procession  then  moved  to  tho  old  Unitarian  meeting-houso,  (which 
stood  on  tho  sito  whero  tho  First  Church  now  stands,)  with  inusio,  whoro  Uio 
exorcises  wore  opened  by  Brother  Thaildous  It.  Harris,  followod  by  inusio  and 
a  consecration  discourse  by  Itov.  Poter  Whitney,  from  the  following  text, 
Romans  xn  :  17., — "  Provide  things  honest,  in  tho  sight  of  all  men."  After 
which  the  officers  wore  installed  in  ample  form.  Tho  services  being  over,  tho 
procession  moved  to  tho  old  Town  Hall,  whore  a  sumptuous  entertainment  was 
provided  by  Brother  Samuol  Savil,  which  was  partaken  of  with  groat  satisfac- 
tion. Then  the  inbuibers  of  the  Rural  Lodge,  returnod  to  their  hall,  and  voted 
their  thanks  to  Rev.  Mr.  Whitney  for  his  discourse,  and  requested  a  copy  for 
publication.  Tho  lodge  at  this  timo  consisted  of  thirty  live  inombors,  tweuty- 
eight  of  whom  wore  present  on  this  interesting  occasion. " 

Dec.  10th,  1804.  "  Voted  that  the  thanks  of  the  officers  and  inombors  of  the 
lodge,  be  presented  to  Rev.  Mr.  Whitney  for  a  copy  of  his  addross  at  the  instal- 
lation, and  that  he  be  prose  n  tod  with  twenty  dollars  from  tho  funds  of  tho 
lodge." 
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A  committee  appointed  at  the  annual  meeting  in  January, 
"  to  take  into  consideration  the  present  state  of  Masonry,  and  of 
this  lodgo  in  particular,"  reported  March  24th,  1834,  as  follows, 
viz : — 

"Having  had  several  meetings  on  the  subjoct,  and  having 
heard  the  sentiments  of  every  member  who  is  inclined  to  express 
his  opinion,  have  thought  best,  under  existing  circumstances,  to 
report  that  in  their  opinion,  it  is  expedient  for  this  lodge  to  sus- 
pend their  convocations  for  the  present,  and  therefore  recommend 
that  the  regular  meetings  of  this  lodgo  be  dispensed  with  until 
the  first  regular  meeting  in  October."  Accepted.  At  that  time 
the  Anti-Masonic  excitement1  ran  so  high,  that  the  ltural  Lodge 
was  obliged  to  surrender  its  charter.3 


1.  The  Anti-Moronic  excitement  originated  in  the  western  part  of  the  State 
of  New  York.  It  appears  that  a  man  by  tho  nnme  of  William  Morgan  mnde 
an  effort  to  expose  Masonry  by  publishing  what  ho  purported  to  be  the  first 
three  degrees  of  tho  Masonic  Fraternity.  Being  fearful  that  his  misrepresenta- 
tions might  cause  him  troublo,  ho  suddenly  disappeared.  This  causod  tho  com- 
munity, who  aro  over  ready  for  excitement,  to  circulate  the  ridiculous  story  that 
Morgan  had  boon  murdered  bv  the  Free  Masons. 

Politicians,  ever  ready  to  pick  up  any  or  every  thing  that  may  drift  along  to 
advance  their  schemes  or  projects,  trumped  up  something  resembling  a  human 
body.  This  they  with  great  solemnity  paraded  tho  streets,  asserting  it  to  be  the 
last  remains  of  Morgan,  tho  martyr.  This  foolish  and  simple  clap-trap  and 
imposition  created  a  storm  of  anti-masonic  excitement  which  inflicted  a  blow 
npon  tho  craft  from  which  it  has  but  quite  recently  recovered.  M  The  humbug 
body  was  said  by  Thurlow  Weed  to  be  a  good  enough  Morgan  until  after  oloc- 
tion."  This  party  achieved  considerable  success  in  somo  of  the  Northern 
States,  which  led  them  to  call  the  first  uatioual  convention  for  the  nomination 
of  President  and  Vice  President,  at  Baltimore,  in  September,  1831,  over  held  in 
the  Unitod  States.  This  political  faction  brought  into  publio  life  William  H. 
Seward  and  Millard  Fillmoro. 

2.  "  October  27th,  18.14,  a  committeo  consisting  of  Brothers  Jjomuel  Brackett, 
John  Savil,  .losiuh  Pass,  Jonathan  Marsh  and  Kamucl  Snvil,  woro  choson  to 
report  what  disposition  tho  lodgo  would  make  of  their  fuudsin  case  of  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  lodge."   They  reported  November  3d,  as  follows,  viz  :— 

'*  That  there  be  granted  to  Worthy  Brother  Samuel  Savil,  in  trust  for  his  sou, 
Samuel  Savil,  Jr.,  §20.00  ;  Bro.  Alpbeus  French,  $20.00  ;  Bro.  Elihu  Thayer 
•20,00  ;  Bro.  Oliver  Jenkins,  920.00  ;  Bro.  Asa  Pope,  320.00  ;  Bro.  William 
Goodwin,  as  compensation  for  services,  820.00  ;  the  widow  of  Bro.  Benjamin 
Vinton,  $30.00  ;  tho  widow  of  Pro.  William  Pleroe,  Jr.,  $20.00;  to  William 
Blanchard,  youngest  son  of  Bro.  Joseph  lilauchard,  deceased,  $20.00  ;  and  the 
roinaiuder  of  tho  funds  together  with  tho  regalia  or  furniture  of  tho  lodgo,  be 
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Tho  lodgo  has  held  fifty  communications  at  Itandolph,  nnd 
three  hundred  nnd  scvonty-one  at  Quincy.  Initiated  at  Randolph 
fourteen  ;  crafted  thirteen  ;  raised  eighteen  ;  elected  to  member- 
ship, eighteen ;  expelled  one.  Initiated  at  Quincy  fifty-seven  ; 
crafted  fifty-five;  raised  fifty-three;  elected  to  membership 
fifty;  expelled  ono. 

For  nineteen  years  the  lodge  was  suspended,  or  until  1853, 
when  the  Ilev.  Mr.  Dean,  with  a  few  of  the  old  members  of  tho 

■urremlored  to  the  Mont  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  ;  and  all  tho  furniture  except 
what  we  are  in  duty  hound  to  surrender  to  the  Grand  Lodgo,  bo  left  with 
Bro.  Sninuol  Savil,  as  a  compensation  for  his  demands  for  rent,  etc. 
And  the  committee  recommend,  if  this  report  be  accepted,  that  this  lodge  pass 

State  Hank. 

"Tho  committee  recommended  that  thoro  ho  a  commitloo  chosen  to  curry  this 
report  Into  effect. "  Tlie  report  was  accepted,  with  the  following  amendments, 
vi«  :— "That  there  be  granted  to  Bro.  Benjamin  Page  $10,  and  Bro.  Peter  Tur- 
ner $5,  and  "the  Treasurer  was  instructed  as  above."  The  same  committee 
were  chosen,  "and  authorized  to  receive  from  the  Treasurer  all  the  money  in 
his  hands,"  aud  "carry  into  full  and  complete  effect  the  above  report." 

"  It  was  also  voted  that  this  lodge  will  surrender  its  chartor  to  tho  Grand 
lutdgo,  together  with  tho  jowols,  by-lawn,  rouord*  and  regalia." 

"  Voted  that  tho  Ut.  Wor.  Master  bo  requested  to  invito  thoR.  W.  D.  L>.  G.  If. 
to  moke  an  official  visit  to  this  lodge  next  Monduy  evening,  (Nov.  10th,  1831), 
and  that  ho  be  authorized  and  directed  to  surrender,  at  that  time,  tho  cliarter  of 
this  lodge,  together  with  the  funds  not  otherwise  disposed  of,  and  tho  regalia, 
books,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  Grand  Lodgo." 

Nov.  10th,  1834,  tho  above-mentiouod  committee  reported,  "  that  they  had 
attended  to  tho  duty  nssiguod  them,  and  res|)cctfully  ask  Icavo  to  report,  that 
they  have  received  from  the  Treasurer,  $207. 40;  from  tho  Secretary,  $4.00;  and 
they  havo  placed  in  the  hands  of  tho  Kt.  Wor.  Master  for  tho  payment  of  the 
annual  fee  to  tho  Grand  Lodgo,  $4.00.  Thoy  havo  also  paid,  or  plarod  in  tho 
hands  of  brethren  to  be  paid,  tho  donations  mentioned  iu  the  report  and  amend- 
ment, amounting  to  $205;  and  they  havo  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Rt.  Wor. 
Master,  to  bo  by  him  surrendered  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  the  balance,  $'J.4G.  And 
Bro.  Savil  has  agreed  to  receive  all  the  effects  of  tho  lodgo  not  otherwise  dis- 
posed of,  as  a  full  compensation  for  his  claims  on  Rural  I<odge." 

Nov.  10th,  1834.  "Tho  lodgo  was  visited  by  1).  D.  G.  M.,  and  tho  Master  of 
Rural  Lodge  surrendered  to  him  tho  charter,  regalia,  etc." 

The  following  is  an  inventory  of  effects  surrendered  to  Grand  Lodge.— 

"  Holy  Bihle,  square  and  compass,  charter  iu  case,  3  brass  lightstanda, 
seal  of  the  lodgo,  I  painted  Masonic  carpet,  13  collars  and  jewels  in  a  Iruuk, 
(j  long  wands,  ballot  box  aud  balls,  2  pillars  and  Warden's  wands,  velvet 
cushion,  silk  bag,  Master's  mallet,  3  books  of  records,  1  book  of  by-laws,  1 
receipt  for  $200,  cash,  $2.40." 
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Rural  Lodge,  and  other  Masons  who  had  settled  in  Quincy  since 
the  dissolution  of  this  organization  were  anxious  to  again  revive 
the  ancient  customs  of  the  Masonic  rites.  Considering  the  time 
favorable  for  the  purpose,  as  there  had  been  a  great  change  of 
public  opinion  in  favor  of  Free  Masonry,  they  petitioned1  the 
Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  on  the  14th  of 
September  of  this  year,  for  a  revival  of  the  lodge ;  it  being  their 
last  quarterly  communication. 

The  prayer  of  the  petitioners  was  granted  and  the  charter 
re  stored.* 

A  meeting  of  the  petitioners  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Sep- 
tember 29th,  at  Abercrombie's  now  Bent's  Hall,  and  after  con- 
sultation,  it  was  agreed  to  go  into  an  election  of  the  three  pre- 
siding officers,  which  resulted  in  the  choice  of  W.  M.,  Lemuel 
Dwelle;  S.  W.,  John  Savil;  J.  W.,  Asa  Pope.  The  election  of 
the  other  officers  was  postponed  to  a  future  meeting. 

A  Master  Mason's  Lodge  was  then  opened  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, it  being  tho  first  time  in  this  town  for  nearly  nineteen  years. 

t.  "7b  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons of  Massachusetts  : — 

"BitRTHiuH«:-Cotioelvingtliat  tho  moral  taint  which  pervaded  the  atraos. 
phere  in  this  vicinity  in  years  past,  has  entirely  passed  away,  and  believing 
that  the  time  has  arrived  when  we  can  safely  and  profitably  resume  tho  labor* 
of  tho  craft  without  molestation, 

*  Wo  therefore  pray  your  honorable  body  to  restore  to  tho  undersigned  tho 
charter,  records,  jewels,  funds  and  other  property  of  Rural  Lodge,  whicli  were 
surrendered  to  tho  Grand  Lodge  during  the  persecution  which  compelled  them 
to  pursue  this  courso.  A  constitutional  number  of  said  petitioners  wore  mem- 
bers of  said  llural  Lodge  at  the  time  of  tho  surrouder  of  its  charter. 

"Should  their  petition  be  granted,  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  will  be  strictly  adhered  to.  Signed, 

"John  8avil,  Elisha  Turner,  Asa  Pope, 

Daniel  French,  .losiuli  Maxtor,  Elijah  Jtaxtor, 

Elihu  Thayer,  Lemuel  Dwelle,  Win.  W.  Dean." 

2.   The  following  endorsement  was  received  from  the  Grand  Lodge: — 

"  Grand  Loikjb  ok  Massachusetts,  Boston,  Sept.  15th,  5853. 

"  I  hereby  certify,  that  on  tho  petition  of  tho  constitutional  number  of  the 
former  members  of  the  withln-uamed  Rural  Lodge,  this  charter  was  revived 
and  restored  to  said  petitioners,  with  authority  to  reorganize  and  resume  their 
work  as  a  lodgo  in  the  town  of  Quincy,  possessing  and  enjoying  all  their  origi- 
nal rights  and  privileges. 

"Oiiaulks  W.  Moo ke,  Grand  Secretary." 

40 
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Resolutions  were  passed,  admitting  the  petitioners  for  the  charter 
to  membership  without  the  payment  of  the  usual  fee ;  also  all 
the  members  in  good  standing  in  the  lodge  at  the  time  it  was 
dissolved,  with  all  such  brethren  as  may  be  elected  or  appointed 
to  office  at  the  organization  of  the  lodge. 

Four  petitions  were  received  at  this  meeting  for  degrees,  and 
the  Worshipful  Master  was  instructed  "  to  procure  such  working 
tools  and  furniture  as  will  be  necessary  for  working  in  the 
degrees." 

Oct.  6th,  a  communication  was  held.  A  dispensation  was  re- 
ceived from  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  D.  D.  G.M.,  authorizing  the  Worship- 
ful Master  to  confer  the  three  degrees  of  Masonry,  at  his  earliest 
convenience,  upon  the  candidates  proposed  at  the  last  meeting. 

The  next  meeting  was  held  on  the  evening  of  Oct.  11th,  1853. 
The  Worshipful  Master  was  installed  and  proceeded  to  initiate 
three  of  the  candidates. 

Thus  was  completed  the  revival  of  the  Rural  Lodge.  May 
it  continue  to  remain  a  worthy  member  of  this  honorable 
fraternity,  and  adhere  to  the  noble  symbols,  T.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U., 
"The  Grand  Architect  of  the  Universe." 

The  St.  Stephen's  Chapter  of  Dorchester  district,  of  Boston, 
have  transferred  their  chapter  and  paraphernalia  to  the  lodge 
rooms  of  the  Rural  Lodge,  of  Quincy.  Tho  first  convocation 
was  held  in  Quincy,  Tuesday  evening,  April  23d,  1878. 

The  first  lodge-room,  as  we  have  before  stated,  was  in  the 
house  of  William  Baxter,  on  School  street;  and  was  used  as 
such  until  January,  1825,  when  it  was  removed  to  a  hull  fitted  up 
by  Worthy  Brother  Samuel  Savil,  in  his  rcsidenco  on  Hancock 
street,  which  was  occupied  by  them  until  they  surrendered  their 
charter  in  November,  1834. 

On  the  revival  of  tho  lodge,  Sept.  29th,  1853,  they  assembled 
in  Abercrombie's,  afterwards  Masonic  Hall,  where  they  held 
their  communications  until  they  removed  to  Robertson's  Hall, 
on  Hancock  street,  corner  of  Granite,  in  which  hall  they  contin- 
ued to  meet  until  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  Aug.  2Cth,  1875.  By 
this  fire  they  lost  all  their  furniture,  regalia  and  jewels.  While 
their  present  lodge-room  was  rebuilding,  they  held  their  com- 
munications in  Abercrombie's  Hall,  by  invitation  of  St.  Paul's 
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Lodge,  No.  37,  Knights  of  Pythias.  Their  now  lodge-room  in 
Robertson's  Block  was  dedicated  Nov.  23d,  187G,  and  is  as  well 
furnished  and  constructed  a  room  as  can  bo  found  in  tho  neigh- 
borhood of  Boston.1 


There  have  boon,  and  aro  now,  a  number  of  other  charitable 
and  social  secret  societies  in  town.  Botween  1840  and  1850,  a 
largo  and  flourishing  Odd  Fellows  Lodge  existed,  and  held 
their  meetings  in  Bent's  Hall,  where  their  lodge-room  was  loca- 
ted.   It  has  been  disbanded  for  some  years. 

Tho  St.  Paul's  Lodge,  No.  37,  Knights  of  Pythias,  was  organ- 
ized April  13th,  1870,  and  their  officers  were  installed  by  persons 
delegated  by  the  Grand  Lodge  for  this  purpose,  and  is  now  a 
large  and  successful  institution.  Their  meetings  are  held  in  a 
fine  and  pleasant  lodge-room  on  Hancock  street,  over  the  Post 
Office. 

Thcro  arc  several  temperance  organizations  in  Quincy,  viz  : — 
The  Good  Templars,  or  Iteynolds  Lodge;  tho  Quincy  Reform 
Club;  the  Granite  Templo  of  Honor;  and  tho  St.  John's  and 
St.  Mary's  Total  Abstinence  Societies.  Tho  two  latter  were 
orgauized  by  adopted  citizens,  and  connected  with  them  are  two 
corps  of  youthful  temperance  cadets  in  uniform,  who  are  drilled 
in  military  exercises  by  competent  persons.  Tho  Granite  Tem- 
plo of  Honor  is  tho  highest  association  in  tho  order,  and  was 
organized  Dec.  14th,  1870.  Its  meetings  are  held  in  Bent's  Hall, 
on  Washington  street.  A  ladies'  tcmperanco  society,  called  tho 
Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union,  hold  their  meetings  in 
Faxon  Hall.  The  Young  People's  Temperance  Union,  an  organ- 
ization for  tho  young,  was  formed  in  March,  1877.  It  meets  in 
Faxon  Hall. 

The  Merry  Mount  Lodge,  or  Knights  of  Honor,  is  a  secret 
charitable  order,  recently  formed  in  this  place,  which  is  in  a 
prosperous  condition. 

Tho  Quincy  Charitable  Socioty  is  an  old  and  worthy  associa- 
tion, and  for  years  has  freely  relieved  the  wants  and  sufferings 

1.  This  account  of  Iho  Rural  Lodge  was  compiled  from  Mr.  E.  W.  Under- 
wood's history  of  this  institution. 
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of  all  needy  and  worthy  applicants  of  the  town,  who  may  havo 
called  upon  them  for  assistance. 

There  are  two  large  public  charitable  institutions  in  Quincy, 
the  oldest  of  which  is  the  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor.  The  corner- 
stone of  this  edifice  was  laid  July  14th,  1850,  with  appropriate 
exercises.  Wo  have  in  a  note1  given  the  lino  poem  composed 
and  delivered  by  Dr.  Lunt  on  this  occasion.  This  poem  was 
dedicated  to  Robert  B.  Forbes,  who  has  done  so  ranch  disinter- 
ested work  for  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  the  sailors,  and  is 

1.       "  On  this  green  headland,  where  in  summer  pride 
Waits  for  her  ocean  lord  his  lovely  hride, 
Anil  stretches  far  her  neck,  with  amourous  reach, 
To  invito  caresses  on  tho  lonely  bench, 
Fair  Commerco  builds  a  Home  for  those  whose  toil 
Has  fetched  the  golden  fleece  from  foreign  soil; 
The  neighboring  mart,  whose  white- winged  navies  sweep 
Through  every  zone  that  belts  the  boundless  doep— 
Divides  a  portion  of  her  well-used  gain. 
With  those  who  reaped  the  harvest  on  the  main. 

■ 

"  Here  may  the  veteran  mariner  repose, 
When  on  his  craft  the  lifo-storm  fiercely  blows; 
Here  let  him  turn  a-port,  and,  furling  sail, 
Run  for  a  Harbor  through  the  driving  gale; 
Here,  rounding  to,  drop  anchor  near  the  shore, 
And  ride  in  safety  till  life's  voyage  is  o'er. 
Prom  cape  to  cape,  search  round  our  noble  bay — 
No  lovelier  sight  that  here  can  eye  survey; 
From  yonder  hill,*  when  sunset's  biasing  sbocu 
Sets  in  a  golden  frame  the  pictured  sceuo, 
I  x'L  tho  oyo  waudor  freely  as  it  will, 
Landward  or  seaward,  all  is  beauty  still. 

"Tho  Sachem  of  the  bay,  by  Squantum's  shore, 
Held  o'er  bis  feathered  warriors  sway,  of  yore; 
There  stood  his  wigwam  in  the  hummock's  shade, 
There  the  maize-tassels  with  tho  breezes  played, 
There  the  red  hunter  chased  tbe  antlered  game— 
Tbenco  Massachusetts t  took  hor  honored  namo. 

*  "  Groat  Hill,  the  termination  of  a  strip  of  land  called  Hough's  Nock,  from 
Allerton  Hough,  one  of  the  original  settlers  of  Boston,  who  had  a  grant  of  land 
at  Mount  Wollaston." 

t  "  Tbe  hill,  or  hummock,  still  called  Sachem's  Hill,  lies  in  tho  northerly  part 
of  what  is  now  Quincy,  near  S<|uantuin,  and  tradition  points  it  out  as  tho  seat 
of  tho  Saehem  who  ruled  tho  Massachusetts  Indiaus." 
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recognized  by  them  as  their  noblest  benefactor.  This  quiet  port 
for  the  old,  worn  out  and  decrepid  mariner,  is  located  in  that 
pleasant  part  of  Quincy  called  Germantown,  near  the  water, 
where  tranquility  and  comfort  awaits  him;  from  the  windows 
of  this  retired  home  he  will  be  daily  delighted  in  watching  the 
numerous  fleet  of  every  size  and  clime,  as  they  sail  forth  on 

"  To  Fancy'*  eye,  these  verdant  necks*  of  land 
Seem  as  the  finger*  of  en  outstretched  hand. 
The  genius  of  the  place  here  stands  to  gTeet 
The  faint  sea-wanderers  to  this  calm  retreat; 
Here  lot  them  watch,  as  on  tho  neighlmrlng  strnndf 
The  brave  ship  grows  beneath  the  builder's  baud, 
Tilt,  all  complete,  she  cleaves  the  yielding  tide, 
And  walks  the  water  with  a  graceful  pride. 
Here  let  thera  follow  to  the  gates  of  day 
The  trade  fleets  speeding  on  their  outward  way; 
Or,  in  the  offing,  spy  the  distant  sail 
Nearing  the  haven  with  propitious  gale — 
The  Clipper,  white-robed  lady  of  tho  main; 
Tho  sea-horse,  snorting  o'er  tho  liquid  plain; 
The  mighty  admiral,  equipped  for  war, 
Her  hundred  voices  thundering  ocean's  law; 
Or,  better  far,  some  "Jamestown,"  outward  bound, 
On  cruise  of  mercy  to  a  foreign  ground ; 
Unshipped  ber  battlo-gear,  with  warm  hearts  manned, 
Freighted  with  plenty  for  a  starving  land. 

"  Such  sighte  roliovo  tho  woful  shapos  that  lio 
Crowded  within  the  sailor's  memory — 
The  mingled  uproar  of  tho  sea  and  sky, 
1  The  direful  spectacle  of  wreck,'  tho  cry 
Of  the  spent  swimmer  in  his  agony. 

"  And  when  the  ancient  mariner  shall  see 
The  gloomy  waters  of  eternity, 
And  in  his  need,  despairing  help  below, 
Call  for  a  pilot's  skill  to  steer  him  through, 
Then  may  that  form  benign,  whose  power  to  save 
Held  trembling  rotor  steady  on  tho  wavd, 
Conduct  tho  trusting  soul  in  safety  o'er 
To  a  Snng  Harbor  on  the  heavenly  shore! " 

*"  There  are  five  of  these  necks  belonging  to  Quincy.  Beginning  on  tho 
north  with  Sqnantum,  the  next  is  Hough's  Neck;  then  Germantown,  originally 
Shed's  Neck;  then  Quincy  Point*  nud,  still  further  south,  Knight's  Neck." 

t  "AtQuiucy  Point,  opposite  Gormantown,  and  within  a  short  distnuco  of 
tho  Snug  Harbor,  ship-building  is  carried  on." 
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their  uncertain  voyages,  or,  in  spying  distant  sails  in  the  offing, 
homeward  bound  to  be  greeted  by  affectionate  and  loved  friends. 
This  noble,  beneficent  and  charitable  corporation  has  been  a 
great  blessing  in  relieving  the  wants  nnd  making  comfortable 
the  declining  days  of  old  Neptune's  followers,  who  have  spent 
the  more  active  part  of  their  lives  in  the  mercantile  marine 
service 

Feb.  9th,  1805,  "Goorgo  li.  Upton,  Alexander  If.  Tiicc,  James 
L.  Little,  their  associates  and  successors,  wero  made  a  corpora- 
tion by  the  name  of  the  National  Sailors'  Home,  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  and  maintaining  in  the  Commonwealth  a  home 
for  sailors,  mariners  and  others,  employed  in  the  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  disabled  by  wounds,  sickness,  old  age  or 
otherwise,  without  regard  to  their  place  of  enlistment  or  na- 
tivity." 

The  building  was  erected  in  1865,  on  or  near  Fenno  street. 
It  is  a  large  wooden  structure,  containing  a  library,  sick  wards 
and  all  other  modern  improvements  for  the  comfort  of  the  in- 
mates. This  institution  has  been  very  successful  in  carrying  out 
the  design  for  which  it  was  constructed.  It  is  now  under  the 
superintendence  of  William  L.  Faxon,  M.  D. 

The  first  literary  association  that  we  have  any  account  of,  was 
the  Quincy  Lyceum,  established  about  1829.  This  society,  at 
one  time,  was  a  very  prosperous  and  useful  institution.  For  a 
number  of  years  it  held  public  discussions  upon  the  prominent 
events  of  the  day.  It  also  furnished  the  citizens,  for  their  winter 
arnusemont,  able  lectures  upon  various  important  and  instructive 
questions  of  tho  times.  After  its  dissolution,  the  Adams  Literary 
Association  was  established,  and  held  their  interesting  meetings 
in  &  hall  over  where  the  Savings  Bank  is  now  located,  on  Han- 
cock street.  This  society  was  dissolved  some  years  since.  The 
libraries  of  these  two  literary  bodies,  after  their  demise,  were 
presented  to  the  Public  Library. 

The  Union  Choral  Society,  during  its  existence,  was  very  pop- 
ular with  tho  community.  On  all  public  and  private  occasions, 
it  was  called  upon  to  furnish  the  citizens  of  Quincy,  at  their  cel- 
ebrations, with  vocal  music.  In  this  association  was  to  be  found 
all  tho  best  and  finest  musical  talent  of  the  town. 
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At  the  close  of  the  late  civil  war,  the  returned  soldiers  formed 
a  secret  charitable  association  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  their 
comrades.  This  organization  is  known  as  the  Paul  Revere  Post, 
No.  88,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Orange  lodges  wcro  formed  about  tho  27th  of  Sept.,  1795,  to 
commemorate  the  battle  of  the  Dimond,  fought  in  Armagh 
County,  North  of  Ireland,  on*  the  21st  of  September,  between 
the  M  Peep-o-day  Boys  "  and  the  «« Defenders."  For  some  years 
an  Orange  lodge  has  existed  in  this  town,  and  wo  believe  it  still 
survives. 

The  first  Young  Friends  Catholic  Society  was  organized  in 
1852,  and  held  their  meetings  in  the  St.  John's  Church,  before 
it  was  completed.  This  organization  was  fiually  emerged  into 
the  Saint  Patrick's,  which  was  established  for  their  mutual  im- 
provement. Their  library  was  in  Blake's  Hall,  near  the  Public 
Library,  on  Hancock  street,  where  their  meetings  were  held. 
The  members  losing  their  interest  in  the  meetings  of  the  associ- 
ation, and  the  want  of  funds,  were  tho  main  causes  why  they 
were  obliged  to  suspend  their  meetings.  The  society  still  con- 
tinues in  a  lifeless  and  inanimate  condition. 
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Next  to  tho  formation  and  organization  of  tho  church  by  the 
first  settlers  of  the  town,  was  the  establishment  of  our  schools. 
This,  they  considered  coeval  and  coexistent  with  their  religious 
institutions  in  protecting  them  from  the  "  wily  devices  of  Satan," 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  first  section  of  the  earliest  law  enacted  by 
the  colonists  for  public  education : — 

"  It  being  one  chief  project  of  the  auld  deludcr,  Satan,  to  keep 
men  from  the  knowledge  of  the  Bcriptures,  as  in  former  times 
keeping  them  in  unknown  tongues,  so  in  these  latter  times  by 
persuading  from  the  use  of  tongues,  that  so  at  least  the  true 
sense  and  meaning  of  the  original  might  bo  clouded  and  corrupted 
with  false  glosses  of  deceivers,  to  the  end  that  learning  may  not 
be  buried  in  the  graves  of  our  forefathers  in  church  and  common- 
wealth, the  Lord  assisting  our  endeavors. 

"  It  is  therefore  ordered  by  this  court  and  authority  thereof, 
that  every  township  within  this  jurisdiction,  after  the  Lord  hath 
increased  them  to  the  number  of  fifty  householders,  shall  then 
forthwith  appoint  one  within  their  town  to  teach  all  such  chil- 
dren as  shall  resort  to  him  to  write  and  read,  whose  wages  shall 
be  paid  either  by  tho  parents  or  masters  of  such  children,  or  by 
the  inhabitants  in  general,  by  way  of  supply,  as  the  major  part 
of  those  that  order  the  prudentials  of  the  town  shall  appoint; 
provided  that  those  who  send  their  children  be  not  oppressed  by 
paying  much  more  than  they  can  have  them  taught  for  in  other 
towns.  In  May,  1G47,  every  town  having  the  requisite  number 
of  householders  was  required  to  *  set  up '  a  school  of  a  higher 
order— a  Grammar  school— where  the  youth  might  be  fitted  for 
1  ye  university.'1 

1.   The  following  literary  qualifications  were  required  to  outer  "ye  university." 
This  order  of  the  college  was  in  full  force  as  early  as  1047. 
"  When  any  scholar  is  able  to  read  T Lilly ,  or  such  like  classical  Latin  author 
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"Forasmuch  as  it  greatly  concerns  the  welfare  of  this  country, 
that  the  youth  thereof  be  educated,  not  only  in  good  literature, 
but  in  sound  doctrine,  this  court  doth  therefore  commend  it  to 
the  serious  consideration  and  special  care  of  our  overseers  of  the 
cotlegc,  and  the  Selectmen  in  the  several  towns,  not  to  admit  or 
suffer  any  such  to  be  continued  in  the  office  or  place  of  teaching, 
educating  or  instructing,  youth  or  children  in  the  college  or 
schools,  that  have  manifested  themselves  unsound  in  the  faith, 
or  scandalous  in  their  lives,  and  have  not  given  satisfaction 
according  to  the  rule  of  Christ." 

The  schools  of  that  day  were  neither  financially,  nor  ecclesias- 
tically free,  nor  by  statute  were  they  required  to  be.  Probably 
the  town  was  not  able  to  sustain  free  schools,  for  she  demanded 
a  tuition  for  the  education  of  her  children,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
votes  passed  by  the  inhabitants  requiring  a  certain  contribution 
of  wood,  and  payment  of  money,  for  the  tuition  of  the  scholars. 
The  amount,  indeed,  was  small,  but  small  as  it  appears  to  have 
been,  it  was  an  onerous  and  severe  tax  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  in  their  poverty,  who  found  it  very  difficult,  by  the 
most  economical  habits,  to  procuro  the  most  common  necessaries 
of  life. 

March  3d,  1679.  At  a  public  town  meeting  it  was  "  voted  in 
the  affirmative  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Tompson,  school-master,  shall 
have  for  his  salary  this  year,  the  rent  of  the  town's  land,  made 
up  to  thirty  pounds."  And  it  was  also  agreed  that  every  child 
should  carry  in  to  the  school-master  half  a  cord  of  wood  besides 
the  quarter  money  every  year. 

May  13th,  1700.  At  a  public  town  meeting,  the  inhabitants  of 
Braintree,  lawfully  convened,  "  voted  that  for  the  year  ensuing, 
that  is  to  say,  from  August  18th  next  ensuing,  every  scholar 
shall  pay  for  his  entry  into  the  school  one  shilling,  and  so  suc- 
cessively for  every  quarter,  and  this  shall  be  a  part  of  the  school 

extempore,  and  spenk  true  Latin  in  verse  and  prose  «u$  (ut  aiunt)  marte,  and 
decline  perfectly  the  paradigms  of  nouns  and  verbs  in  the  Greek  tongue,  then 
may  he  be  admitted  into  college,  nor  shall  any  claim  admission  before  such 
qualification."  It  was  about  this  period  that  the  public  I*tin  school  was 
established  in  Ilraintrce.  Who  the  teacher  was  we  do  not  know.  It  may  have 
been  in  this  school  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Tompson,  who  was  the  first  recorded 
schoolmaster  in  this  town,  prepared  for  college. 
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salary  to  be  paid  unto  tlio  school-master,  nnd  he  to  give  an 
account  of  all  that  comes,  to  the  Selectmen.'* 

In  1701,  the  payment  of  the  teacher's  salary  was  in  part  by  the 
scholars,  and  the  balance  by  a  direct  town  tax. 

Sept.  2Gth,  1701.  "Voted,  that  the  rent  of  tho  town  lands 
formerly  paid  to  the  school,  shall  continue  as  part  of  the  salary ; 
that  tho  parent  or  master  that  shall  send  any  scholar  or  scholars 
to  said  school,  shall  pay  for  each  scholar  to  the  Town  Treas- 
urer for  the  support  of  school,  five  shillings  a  year,  and  pro- 
portionably  for  any  part  of  it ;  that  any  person  or  persons  living 
out  of  the  town,  who  shall  send  any  scholar  or  scholars  to  the 
aforesaid  school,  shall  pay  twenty  shillings  a  year  to  the  Town 
Treasurer,  and  proportionally  for  any  part  of  it ;  that  any  poor 
penon  in  this  town  who  shall  send  any  children  to  said  school, 
and  find  themselves  unable  to  pay,  upon  their  application  to  the 
Selectmen,  it  shall  be  in  their  power  to  abate  or  remit  a  part  or 
the  whole  of  the  above  sum;  that  what  the  rent  of  the  town 
lands  and  the  head  money  of  tho  scholars  shall  fall  short  of  tho 
school-master's  salary,  shall  be  raised  by  a  town  rate,  equally 
proportioned  upon  tho  inhabitants  of  tho  town." 

Dec.  20th,  1715.  "  Voted,  that  tho  parents  and  masters  of 
all  children  or  servants  that  go  to  school,  shall  forthwith,  that 
is  to  say,  upon  the  first  or  next  appearance  at  the  school,  and  so 
from  this  day  until  the  first  of  April  next  coming,  deliver  in  to 
the  present  school-master,  for  the  use  of  the  school  at  the  school- 
house,  three  feet  of  wood,  to  be  the  proportion  for  each  child  or 
servant  for  this  year." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  schools  were  not  free  at  this 
time,  but  somewhat  mixed  in  their  character  with  regard  to  the 
manner  and  method  of  payment.  The  custom  of  demanding 
payment  from  pupils  for  schooling  continued  in  vogue  for  many 
years,  or  to  about  1720;  from  this  time  the  schools  of  this  town 
became  financially  free. 

It  appears  by  reading  the  Colonial,  Provincial  and  State  his- 
tory of  Massachusetts,  that  the  ecclesiastical  and  parochial  ele- 
ment in  these  nurseries  of  education,  was  continued  to  their 
disadvantage  to  a  much  later  period.  The  teachers  at  that  time 
had  to  bo  selected  from  tho  Orthodox  sect,  so  called,  and 
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approved  by  the  ministers  of  the  town,  and  the  ministers  of  the 
same  faith  of  the  two  next  adjacent  towns;  nnd  no  minister  was 
allowed  to  he  a  school-master.  It  was  over  two  centuries  before 
this  religious  oppression  was,  by  an  enactment  stricken  from  the 
statute  book.  Still  to  a  great  extent  this  statute  had  become 
obsolete,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  statement,  made  by 
Mr.  Horace  Mann  in  his  twelfth  annual  report  on  the  state  of 
education  in  Massachusetts: — "The  history  of  Massachusetts 
shows  by  what  slow  degrees  the  rigor  of  our  own  laws  was 
relaxed,  as  the  day  star  of  religious  freedom  slowly  arose  after 
the  long  black  midnight  of  the  past.  It  was  not  until  the  tenth 
day  of  March,  1827,  that  it  was  made  unlawful  to  use  tho  com- 
mon schools  of  the  State  as  the  means  of  proselyting  children  to 
the  belief  in  the  doctrines  of  particular  sects,  whether  their 
parents  believed  in  those  doctrines  or  not." 

In  this  town,  the  parochial  clement  was  eliminated  from  our 
schools  at  a  much  earlier  period  ;  in  fact,  there  was  very  little,  if 
any,  religious  proselyting  left  in  them  after  1700.  From  that 
time,  the  public  schools  became  liberal  and  free,  so  much  so  was 
this  the  case,  that  tliey  were  sought  after  by  persons  from  other 
towns,  for  their  liberality  and  high  educational  standing.  The 
catechism,  one  of  the  principal  text  books,  had  been  discardod 
and  the  old  primer  was  little  in  use,  as  most  persons  had  become 
sufficiently  imbued  with  its  cardinal  text : — "  In  Adam's  fall,  wo 
sinned  all."  Up  to  1740,  a  century  after  the  incorporation  of 
tho  town,  forty-nine  persons  entered  college  for  a  university  edu- 
cation, forty-seven  of  whom  were  from  the  First  Church ;  a 
larger  number  than  has  since  received  a  liberal  education,  in 
comparison  with  the  same  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  same 
space  of  time. 

On  the  worn  and  tattered  first  page  of  tho  old  Braintrcc  town 
records,  we  find  the  copy  of  a  conveyance,  which  gave  to  Brain- 
tree,  (now  Quincy,)  a  large  tract  of  territory,  tho  income  of 
which  has  ever  since  been  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  public 

schools.1    Who  was  this  earliest  benefactor?    It  was  Mr.  Wil- 

   •  

1.  "April  ISth,  17'J2,  the  question  of  dividing  the  school  lands  came  up. 
After  some  dobate,  it  was  agreed  between  the  two  towns,  Braintree  and  Quincy, 
that  tho  wholo  subject  should  be  referred  to  a  committee.     Tho  committee 
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liam  Coddington,  a  man  who  deserves  to  be  remembered  by  tlic 
present  and  future  inhabitants  of  tho  town.  Mr.  Coddington 
was  a  man  of  high  respectability  and  of  good  intellect;  but 
because  he  dared  to  advocate  a  religious  doctrine,  which  to-day 
would  be  considered  but  a  common  belief,  he  was  forced  to  leave 
the  colony.  Mr.  Coddington,  soon  after  he  removed  to  Khodo 
Island,  through  his  agent,  Mr.  Richard  Wright,  gave  his  largo 
landed  estate,  comprising  what  is  now  the  town  farm,  the  Mount 
Wollaston  Cemetery,  and  meadow  land  at  Rock  Island,  to  tho 
town  of  Braintree  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  supporting 
the  public  schools,  in  order  that  future  generations  might  reap 

appointed  on  the  part  of  Brain  tree  was  as  follow*,  vis: —  John  Vinton,  Stephen 
1'enni man,  Nathaniel  Nilos,  Jr.,  Samuel  Bass,  Ebenezer  Thayer,  Jr.  On  tho 
part  of  Qulncy  the  following  persons  were  selected :— Peter  B.  Adams,  Juinos 
Bracket!  and  Moses  Black.  The  essential  abstract  of  their  reports  read  as  fol- 
lows :— 

"  One  piece  of  npland  adjoining  land  of  Braokett,  Black,  Baxter  and  Qnincy, 
containing  43  acres,  3  quarters,  23  rods,  exclusivo  of  the  road  ;  also,  one  other 
piece  of  upland  containing  9  acres,  ut  Hock  Inland  ;  also,  ono  piece  of  salt 
marsh  adjoining  the  upland  at  Hock  Island,  containing  9  acres  and  3  quarters  ; 
also,  two  pieces  of  upland  lying  at  (icriiiantuwn,  betwoou  Norton  Ouincy's,  Esq., 
and  l'cter  Hickuell's,  containing  52  1-2  acres,  exclusivo  of  a  road  2  rods 
wide  ;  also,  a  piece  of  salt  marsh,  adjoining  on  the  cast  side  of  tho  north  pieco 
of  upland  at  Germantown,  containing  10  acres,  I  quarter,  32  rods ;  also,  ono 
other  piece  of  salt  marsh  lying  on  the  west  side  of  said  north  piece  of  upland  at 
Gorman  town,  containing  4  acres.  After  enumerating  tho  several  pieces  of  land 
that  belonged  to  this  grant,  the  commission  proceeded  to  make  the  division  of 
this  estate,  and  were  vory  careful  not  to  divide  tho  lots  ;  but  each  party  was  to 
take  the  lot  as  assigned  them  on  the  plan.  Each  town's  share  was  based  on  tho 
town's  property  or  valuation.  The  following  is  the  division  agreed  upon  : — 
"The  piece  of  upland  containing  43  acres,  3  quarters,  23  rods,  adjoiniug  land  of 
Bracket!,  Black,  Baxter  and  Quincy,  was  assigned  to  the  town  of  Quincy  ;  the 
upland  at  Rock  Island,  was  also  assigned  to  Quincy  ;  the  piece  of  salt  marsh 
adjoining  the  upland  at  Rock  Island  was  assigned  to  the  town  of  Bniiulree  ; 
the  two  pieces  of  upland  lying  at  Germantown  containing  52  1-2  acres,  and  the 
piece  of  salt  marsh  lying  east  of  the  northerly  piece  of  upland,  was  assigned  to 
Braintree  ;  and  the  piece  of  salt  marsh  containing  by  estimation  4  acres,  lying 
on  the  west  side  of  the  north  pioco  of  upland  at  Germantown,  was  assigned  to 
Quiucy.  Subsequently,  another  division  was  made  between  llruiutrcoand  Ran- 
dolph, at  the  time  Randolph  was  set  off  from  Braintree  as  an  independent  town- 
ship. Randolph  after  receiving  their  share  of  the  Coddington  grant,  sold  it, 
from  the  proceeds  of  which,  they  still  have  a  school  fund  in  their  treasury, 
amounting  to  $1000.  The  salt  marsh  that  was  allotted  to  them,  thoy  still  hold, 
au<l  it  is  valued  at  fire,  hundred  dollars." 
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the  benefit  of  a  liberal  education,  and  thus  see  the  folly  of 
ex-communicating  from  society,  individuals  for  their  honest 
religious  opinions.  The  income  of  this  munificent  bequest  has 
been  used  to  advance  the  interest  of  education  in  this  town  from 
that  time  to  this.  The  first  vote  that  we  find  on  the  town  rec- 
ords in  reference  to  the  appropriation  of  this  fund,  is  in  Februa- 
ry, 1G58,  viz: — "That  the  town  of  H rain tree  did  consent  to  lay 
the  school  lands,  that  is  to  say,  the  income  of  it,  for  a  salary  for 
a  school-master,  and  to  make  twenty  pounds,  besides  what  every 
child  must  give." 

The  school  district  system  was  a  germ  of  the  old  Provincial 
law  of  1767 -1  In  1789  an  act  was  passed  to  establish  district 
lines  for  the  better  instruction  and  the  "  promotion  of  educa- 
tion." This  law  did  not  however  make  them  a  corporation,  nor 
authorize  them  to  furnish  school-houses,  elect  officers,  contract 
with  teachers,  not  a  single  duty  of  this  kind  was  imposed  upon 
the  districts.    It  was  not  until  1709  that  a  statute  was  enacted 


I.  Whereat,  it  may  happen  that,  where  towns  or  district*  consist  of  soveral 
precincts,  some  of  such  precincts  may  he  disposed  to  expend  more  for  tlio 
instruction  of  children  and  youth  in  useful  learning,  within  their  own  bounds, 
than  as  parts  of  such  towns  or  districts  they  are  by  law  held  to  do,  and  no  pro- 
vision has  hitherto  been  made  to  enable  precincts  to  raiso  money  for  that  purpose, 
and  whereas  the  encouragement  of  learning  tends  to  the  promotion  of  religion 
and  good  morals,  and  the  establishment  of  liberty,  civil  and  religions. 

lie  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the  governor,  council  and  house  of  representatives, 
that  when  and  so  often  as  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  precinct,  at 
their  annual  meeting  legally  warned,  shall  agree  on  tlio  building,  finishing  or 
repairing  of  any  school-house,  or  the  defraying  any  other  chargo  for  the  support 
of  schools  aud  school-masters,  and  shall  also  agree  on  any  sum  or  sums  of 
money  for  such  purpose  or  purposes,  the  Assessors  of  such  precinct  are  hereby 
empowered  and  required  to  assess  tho  same  on  tho  polls  and  estates  within  the 
said  precinct,  and  all  such  rates  or  assessments  shall  be  paid  to  the  constable  or 
collector  to  whom  tho  samo  shall  l>o  committod,  with  a  warrant  from  said 
Assessors  in  form  as  by  law  is  prescribed  for  collecting  of  town  assessments,  and 
every  constable  or  collector  to  whom  auy  such  rates  or  assessments  shall  bo 
committed,  with  a  warrant  as  aforesaid,  shall  levy,  gather  and  receive  the  same 
according  to  the  direction  in  the  warrant  to  him  given,  and  shall  account  for  all 
such  sums  as  he  shall  so  receive,  and  make  payment  of  tho  same  to  tho  treas- 
urer of  such  precinct  or  other  receiver  as  by  warrant  he  shall  be  required,  and 
be  subject  to  the  pains  aud  penalties  in  case  of  neglect,  as  is  by  law  provided  in 
the  several  acts  of  this  province,  respecting  the  levying  and  collecting  of  other 
product  assessments.    Georoe  111,-8. 
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authorizing  tho  Selectmen  to  issue  a  warrant  for  district  meet- 
ings. The  legal  voters  were  instructed  to  choose  a  district  clerk, 
raise  money  for  the  erection  and  repairs  of  school-houses,  and 
the  purchase  of  all  necessary  utensils.  The  Assessors  of  the 
respective  towns  were  required  to  assess  such  sums  of  money  as 
might  he  voted  hy  the  several  districts.  In  1S17,  a  statute  was 
enacted  that  school  districts  should  lie  made  a  corporation  in 
name,  and  authorized  to  sue  and  he  sued,  and  empowered  to  hold 
in  fee  simple  or  otherwise,  real  or  personal  estate  for  the  use  of 
the  schools. 

In  1827,  a  statute  was  enacted  which  gave  the  district  the 
privilege  of  electing  a  prudential  committee  of  one  or  more  per- 
sons, and  consigned  to  them  the  important  trust  of  contracting 
and  engaging  teachers.  The  first  vote  that  we  find  on  tho  town 
records  instructing  the  several  districts  to  contract  with  teachers 
was  in  1831.  The  prudential  system  never  was  in  full  force  in 
this  town,  for  the  reason  that  tho  town  of  Quincy  always  con- 
structed her  school-houses  instead  of  the  districts,  which  ohviated 
and  set  aside  this  unjust  and  obnoxious  portion  of  the  law, 
which  gave  the  rich  districts  tho  advantage  over  their  poorer 
neighhors  in  constructing  hotter  and  more  commodious  houses. 
This  law  caused  a  great  deal  of  conflict  and  trouble  between  the 
school  and  prudential  committees  until  it  was  abolished  in  1809, 
by  statute.  Several  of  the  districts  in  this  town  voluntarily 
gavo  up  the  district  system  several  years  before  this  statuto  was 
enacted;  the  South  or  Adams,  and  tho  Willard,  continuod  until 
dissolved  by  this  enactment. 

In  1820,  tho  first  statute  was  enacted,  obliging  the  towns  in 
the  State  to  choose  yearly  a  school  committee.  Previous  to  that 
time  the  election  of  school  committees  was  optional,  but  in  a 
groat  many  cases  they  were  designated,  or  appointed  by  tho 
town.  In  Quincy,  however,  they  were  appointed  or  elected  by 
tho  town  from  its  first  incorporation.  Previous  to  1837,  there 
had  been  no  special  attention  given  to  the  schools  of  tho  State, 
at  this  time  a  statute  was  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
and  establishing  a  Hoard  of  Education,  which  wrought  a  great 
and  favorable  change  in  tho  advancement  of  education  in  tho 
Commonwoalth;  and  also  a  complete  revolution  in  tho  system  of 
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public  instruction,  by  directing  school  committees  in  the  various 
cities  and  towns  of  the  State,  to  present  a  detailed  account  of 
the  school  to  the  town  or  city,  and  obliging  them  to  send  a  copy 
of  their  report  to  the  Board  of  Education,  that  it  might  publish 
extracts  from  them  in  their  annual  report.  As  far  as  wo  arc  able 
to  ascertain,  the  first  school  committee  report  read  in  open  town 
meeting  in  the  State  was  not  until  1830.  The  yearly  choice  of 
school  committees  was  found,  or  thought  to  be  found  detrimen- 
tal to  the  progress  of  education,  by  the  limited  time  of  service. 
To  obviate  this  difficulty,  the  State  in  1857,  enacted  a  statute 
extending  the  number  of  years  for  which  they  were  to  servo  to 
three,  instead  of  one. 

Who  the  first  school-teacher  was  in  Braintrec  we  are  not  able 
to  say.  The  town  records  do  not  make  any  mention  of  a  teacher 
being  selected  until  1678,  and  that  was  Mr.  Benjamin  Tomp- 
son,  son  of  the  first  clergyman.  By  profession  Mr.  Tompson  was 
a  physician,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  first  practising 
physician  in  Braintree.  In  urgent  cases  he  was  obliged  to  close 
his  school  to  attend  to  his  professional  duties .  In  1C9C,  we  find 
him  acting  as  Town  Clerk.  The  amount  of  salary  Mr.  Tompson 
received  for  teaching,  may  be  judged  from  the  following  vote  of 
the  town,  passed  at  a  town  meeting  held  March  3d,  1678: — 

"  It  was  voted  in  the  affirmative  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Tompson, 
school-master,  shall  have  this  year  for  his  salary  the  ront  of  tho 
town  land  made  up  to  thirty  pounds,  and  that  the  town  give  him 
a  piece  of  land  to  put  a  house  upon  on  the  common,  to  be  set 
out  by  Joseph  Crosby  and  Christopher  Webb,  not  exceeding  an 
acre  and  a  half,  or  there  about,  and  in  case  he  leaves  the  town 
the  land  to  return  to  the  town,  they  paying  for  his  building  and 
fencing  as  it  is  then  worth ;  but  if  he  die  in  the  town's  service 
as  school-master,  the  land  to  be  his  heirs  forever." 

In  1099,  there  arose  a  controversy  between  Mr.  Tompson  and 
the  town,  in  reference  to  tho  paymcut  of  his  salary.  The  town 
appointed  a  committee  to  settle  all  differences  between  them, 
and  to  protect  and  defend  the  town,  in  case  Mr.  Tompson  pros- 
ecuted it  for  his  salary. 

March  4th,  1699, — "  Voted  by  the  inhabitants  of  Braintrec  law- 
fully convened  that  John  Uuggles,  Sen.,  Deacon  Nathaniel 
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Wales  niul  Lt.  Samuel  l'cnniman  should  bo  a  committee  appoint- 
ed and  empowered  to  treat  and  make  up  tlie  account  with  Mr. 
Benjamin  Tompson,  and  to  defend  the  town,  if  in  case  he  prose- 
cutes us  in  course  of  law." 

May  13th,  1700,—"  Voted  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Tompson  should 
have  five  pounds  in  monoy  allowed  him  by  tho  town,  he  acquit- 
ting and  fully  discharging  ye  town  for  the  time  past,  and  also 
that  John  Buggies,  Sen.,  and  Lt.  Samuel  Penniman  should  go 
and  make  the  tender  thereof  unto  him." 

A  final  settlement  of  this  trouble  was  made  July  29th,  1700, 
when  Mr.  Tompson  received  the  money  and  acquitted  the  town 
of  the  demand  by  the  following  receipt: — "  Whereas, — There 
had  been  an  old  reckoning  upon  ye  account  of  my  services  for 
many  years,  which  T  have  served  them,  that  all  may  issue  in 
love,  and  all  other  matters  of  difference  ended,  and  all  former 
accounts  balanced,  upon  their  clearing  debt  to  Jonathan  Hay  ward 
and  Mr.  Willard,  in  all  being  five  pounds,  I  do  forever  acquit 
and  discharge  the  town  of  Braintree  from  all  dues  and  demands, 
this  being  a  mutual  and  everlasting  discharge."  June  1st,  1703, 
Mr.  Tompson  was  again  engaged  to  keep  school.  May  lGth,  1704, 
he  was  re-engaged  to  teach  school,  and  this  appears  to  have  been 
the  last  of  Mr.  Tompson's  teaching  in  this  town. 

Mr.  Tompson  was  an  eminent  and  learned  man,  and  besides 
teaching  and  the  practice  of  medicine,  he  engaged  in  writing 
poetry1  on  different  occasions  and  subjects.  He  was  also  an 
eccentric  and  high-spirited  person,  as  the  following  lamentation 
on  tho  unsuccessful  attempt  to  establish  a  family  in  this  new 
country  would  seem  to  indicate : — 

1.  The  following  extract  taken  from  a  poem  by  Mr.  Tompson,  on  the  death 
of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Whiting,  in  said  by  Mr.  Winthrop  to  have  beon  the  best 
one  in  Cotton  Mather's  Magnalia:— 

"  Mount,  Fame,  the  glorious  chariot  of  the  sun; 
Through  the  world's  cirque  all  you,  her  heralds,  run; 
Ami  lot  this  great  saint's  merits  bo  rovealed, 
Which,  during  life,  he  studiously  concealed. 
Cite  all  the  Lovites,  fetch  the  sons  of  art— 
Iu  these  our  dolours  to  sustain  a  part. 
Warn  all  that  value  worth,  and  every  one 
Wlthiu  their  eyes  to  bring  an  Helicon. 
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"To  his  Excellency \  Sr  Edmund  Andros  Knight,  Governor  and 
Capt.  General  of  all  his  Majesty's  territories  in  Neva  Eng- 
land:— 

"The  most  humble  Petition  of  Itcnjamiu  Tompson,  Physician 
and  School  Maister  of  the  town  of  liraintrcy,  Showing  that  Your 
poor  Supplicant's  father,  a  divine  of  good  note,  declaring  it  was 
not  lands  he  came  for,  lived  and  died  with  his  heart  always 
above  worldly  things,  his  not  begging  as  others  did,  others  of  far 
inferior  note,  being  vastly  accommodated,  puts  mee,  who  have  a 
numerous  race,  upon  this  essay.  Not  having  found  yr  Excellen- 
cy averse  thereunto,  I  therefore  humbly  begge  part  of  the  lauds 
to  mee  demised  by  the  towne,  viz : — Twenty  acres  of  upland 
fit  for  pasturage  only,  lying  between  Mr.  Sbopard's  Farme  and 
the  towne,  As  also  twelve  Acres  of  Salt  Marish  by  mee  this  year 
demised  to  Capt.  Samuel  White,  Also,  one  or  two  hundred  Acres 
of  Wilderness  land,  bounded  Southerly  with  land  Petitioned  by 
Samuel  Nilcs,  the  Itoade  Ituuniug  thorow  the  same.  I  know 
not  any  other  way  to  gaine  a  lasting  acknowledgement  of  my 
father's  and  his  orphan's  service  in  the  towne.  I  am  also  hereby 
willing  to  hroud  my  person,  my  children  and  my  estate  under 
the  umbrage  of  our  gracious  Sovereigne,  and  shall  seasonably 
bring  in  an  account  of  the  small  shreds  of  land  I  have,  that  I 

For  in  this  single  person  wo  hove  lost 

More  riches  than  an  India  has  engrost. 

•  •••••• 

Now  England,  didst  thou  know  this  mighty  one, 

His  weight  and  worth,  thou'dst  think  thyself  undone; 

One  of  thy  golden  chariots,  which,  among 

The  clergy,  rendered  thee  a  thousand  stroug; 

One  who,  for  learning,  wisdom,  grace  and  years, 

Among  the  Levites  hath  not  many  peers; 

One,  yet  with  (Jod  a  kind  of  heavenly  band, 

Who  did  whole  regiments  of  woes  withstand; 

One  that  prevailed  with  heaven;  one  greatly  mi*t, 

On  earth,  he  gained  of  Christ  whatever  he  list; 

One  of  a  world— who  was  hoth  born  and  bred 

At  wisdom's  feet,  hard  by  the  fountain's  head, 

The  loss  of  such  an  one  would  fetch  a  tear 

From  Niobe  herself,  if  sbe  were  here. 

What  qualifies  our  grief,  ceuters  in  this— 
Uo  our  loss  near  so  great,  the  gain,  is  his. 
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may  obtain  a  patent  thereof.  Which  granted,  I  shall  owne  yr 
Excellency  the  Great  Maecenas  and  rebuilder  of  my  decaying 
family.  And  as  it  is  my  duty  myself,  teaching  my  children  for- 
ever to  pray  our  dread  sovereign's  subject. 

Your  Excellency's  Faithful  Servant, 

Benjamin  Tompson. 

"9  Junis,  Calendas. 
1688. 

■ 

"  Annoq  Rogni  Regis  Jacobis  Secutidl  tertio, 
Mag,  Brit,  Angl,  Scot,  Frauc  and  Hlb,  fldei  defensoris,  &c." 

Mass.  Arch.,  Vol.  CXXVIII,  p.  247. 

"  IIonouked  Sr  : — 

"  I  cannot,  unlosse  I  relinquish  my  employ,  which  is  moano  and 
Incouragements  meaner,  prosecute  my  petition  us  I  ought  to 
doe;  But  it  would  bee  the  highest  incivility  and  ingratitude 
not  to  owne  his  Exc'k  Indulgency  therein.  If  my  petition 
bee  arrived  yr  hands,  I  begge  of  you  a  writt  to  the  Surveyr, 
and  I  hope  to  obtaine  the  disireable  hand  usual  to  soulific  it,  ami 
In  all  other  things  intend  a  full  and  Customary  prosecution  as 
far  as  purse  and  my  small  interests  amounts  unto.  Meauc  time 
I  most  humbly  kiss  yr  hand. 

His  Majesty's  Faithfull  Subject  and 

Yr  Honor's  Friend  and  Servant, 

Benjamin  Tompson. 

"April  4,  1689. 

"  Tho  petition  I  hereby  intend  is  my  last  petition."  Mass. 
Arch.,  Vol.  CXX1X,  p.  357. 

Mr.  Tompson's  chirography  was  superior  to  the  majority  of 
school-teachers  of  the  present  day.  Although  able  to  teach 
others  to  write,  he  appears  to  have  been  unable  to  educate  his 
wife  in  this  useful  art,  as  she  signs  her  name  with  a  cross. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Tompson  was  born  in  Braintree,  July  14th,  1642, 
and  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  in  1662.  Tho  town  records 
make  the  following  mention  of  his  decease :— "  Mr.  Tompson  was 
a  practitioner  of  physic  for  about  thirty  yesrs ;  during  which 
time  he  kept  a  Grammar  school  in  Boston,  Charlestown  and 
Braiutree ;  having  left  behind  him  an  uneasy  world,  eight  chil- 
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dren,  twenty-eight  grandchildren.  Deceased  13th  of  April,  1714, 
and  lieth  buried  in  Roxbury,  aged  72  years.1" 

During  the  intervals,  or  when  Mr.  Tompson  had  his  eccentric 
turns,  other  teachers  taught  here.  Aug.  18th,  1699,  Mr.  Nathan- 
iel Eells  came  to  Braintree  as  the  town's  school-master.  May 
13th,  1700, "Voted  that  the  Selectmen  be  appointed  and  empow- 
ered a  committee  to  treat  and  agree  with  Mr.  Eells,  and  if  he 
refuse,  some  other  person  for  the  school-master  the  year  ensu- 
ing." He  however,  does  not  seem  to  have  remained  long,  as 
we  find  on  the  records  that  Mr.  Jeremiah  Wise  began  to  keep 
school  in  Hraintrcc,  Sept.  5th,  1700,  according  to  an  agreement 
with  the  Selectmen  for  thirty  pounds  per  year.  The  agitation  of 
the  construction  of  a  new  school-house  so  exasperated  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  town,  that  they  turned  the  school  teacher  off,  and 
made  a  change  of  all  the  town  officers.  Nov.  10th,  1701,  Mr. 
John  Veascy  was  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  school.  It  ap- 
pears that  their  old  teacher,  Mr.  Tompson,  with  all  his  eccentrici- 
ties and  peculiarities  was  most  acceptable  to  tho  people,  as  ho  was 
recalled  in  May,  1704,  and  served  until  1710,  when  all  traces  of 
him  seem  to  have  disappeared.  All  we  know  is  that  he  died  in 
1714. 


I.  Tho  following  is  an  epitaph  to  bo  found  on  Mr.  Toropson's  tomb-stone  in 
Roxbury,  District  of  Boston : — 

"Sob  8pe  I m mortal i  ye  I  Terse  of  Mr.  Benj.  Tompson,  Learnod  Schoolmaster 
and  Physician,  and  ye  Ronouned  Poet  of  N.  Engl.  Obllt,  Aprills  13,  Anno  Doru 
1714,  and  yEtatis  Sine  72,  Mortons  Sid  Immortalis.  He  that  would  try  What 
is  True  Happiness  Indeed  Must  Die." 

The  following  is  the  genealogy  of  Mr.  Tompson's  family: — 

Mr.  Tompson  married  Susanna,  daughter  of  Philip  Kirtland.  His  children 
were  as  follows,  viz:  "1st,  Abigail,  B.  at  Boston,  25-9-1G70;  2d,  8usanna,  B. 
in  Boston,  10-4-1073— married  John  Sanders,  24th  May,  16518;  3d,  Ann,  B.  in 
Charlestown,  10th  Feb.,  1670 — married  Joseph  Belcher  of  Dodhnm,  Oth  Jan., 
1004  ;  4th,  Kllcnor,  B.  at  Braintree,  29-9-1679,  baptised  30th  September— she  was 
tho  third  wifo  to  tho  Rev.  Thomas  Symmcs  of  Bradford;  6th,  Benjamin,  B.  at 
Hraintrco,  8-9-1682,  baptized  12th  September-married  Hannah  Kllis  of  Bos- 
ton; 6th,  Elisabeth,  B.  at  Braintree,  14-11-1684,  baptized  18th  November- 
married  the  Rev.  Joseph  Parsons  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  afterwards  of  Salis- 
bury, Mass.,  and  was  also  the  mother  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Parsousof  Ryo,  N. 
H.J  7th,  Philip,  B.  at  Braintree,  20th  May,  1087,  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
George,  son  of  Geo.  Mountjoy  of  Falmouth,  Mo.— she  died  26th  Jan.,  1739.  Mr. 
Tompson  was  a  physician  in  Roxbury."   Hist  and  Geu.  Reg.,  Vol  XV,  p.  114. 
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Mr.  Tompson  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Adams.  Tho  following 
vote  was  passed  by  the  town,  in  November,  1710  :— "That  Mr. 
Adams,  the  present  school-master,  be  empowered  to  demand  a 
load  of  wood  of  each  boy  that  comes  to  school  this  winter."  Mr. 
John  Cleverly  followed  Mr.  Adams,  Sept.  26th,  1715.  w  Voted, 
that  the  present  Selectmen  agree  with  Lieut.  John  Clovcrly,  for 
his  son  John's  keeping  school  tho  present  year  for  thirty-four 
pounds,  to  be  paid  him  out  of  the  school  lands  and  the  remainder 
to  be  made  up  out  of  the  town's  stock." 

The  schools  of  old  Braintree  at  this  period,  apparently  com- 
pared favorably  with  those  of  other  towns,  for  Neal  in  his  his- 
tory, says: — "  Roxbury  and  Braintree  are  distinguished  for  their 
schools."  On  account  of  their  reputation,  admission  to  these 
serins  to  have  been  sought  after  by  scholars  from  other  towns, 
as  on  the  26th  of  September,  1701,  we  find  tho  following  vote  : — 
"  That  any  person  or  persons  living  out  of  the  town,  who  shall 
send  any  scholar  or  scholars  to  the  aforesaid  school,  shall  pay 
twenty  shillings  a  year  to  the  town  treasury  and  proportionably 
for  any  part  of  it." 

Mr.  Samuel  Veasey,  of  Boston,  a  mariner,  died  at  sea  in  1695, 
and  left  a  fund1  for  the  schools  of  Quincy,  or  Braintree,  as  it 
was  then.  Although  there  are  several  votes  to  be  found  on  the 
records,  even  as  long  after  the  will  was  administered  upon  as 
May  10th,  1717,  when  the  town  voted  if  need  be,  to  sue  Mr. 
Marshall,  of  Boston,  the  executor  of  the  will.    Wo  have  no 


1.  Mr.  Veasey  mado  his  will  in  1000,  from  which  wo  Inkn  Uio  following  : — 
"  I  do  hereby  givo  and  bequeath  tho  mint  of  twenty  pounds  money,  for  and 
towards  Uio  maintenance  and  uso  of  the  schools  of  Braiutroe,  aforesaid. 
Approved  Jan.  7th,  1790."  By  the  inventory  of  Mr.  Veasey*  s  estate  it  appears 
lie  left  £454  18s.  l-2d.  Nov.  1st,  1714,  the  question  of  tho  collection  of  this 
money  came  up  before  the  town  meeting.  It  was  "  voted  that  the  mouey  former- 
ly given  to  this  town  by  Mr.  Samuel  Veasey,  deceased,  now  in  some  person's 
hands,  be  demanded,  and  forthwith  sued  for  by  tho  Town  Treasurer  for  the  use 
of  tho  schools.  Not  being  successful  at  lids  time,  tho  town  thought  they  would 
make  another  effort  to  secure  this  just  demand.  May  10th,  1717,  it  was  "  voted 
that  Deacon  Moses  Paine,  the  present  Town  Treasurer,  should  demand,  (and  if 
need  be  buo  for,)  the  money  remaining  in  Mr.  Samuel  Marshall's  hands,  (of 
Boston,)  which  was  given  by  Mr.  Samuel  Veasey  to  the  free  schools  of  tins 
town,  in  and  by  his  lost  will  and  testimony,  and  that  according  to  the  tenor  of 
his  will." 
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means  of  knowing  whether  the  town  recovered  this  money  or 
not. 

The  first  school-house  stood  on  the  town's  land,  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  north,  from  the  corner  of  Hancock  and 
Canal  streets,  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  road,  near  Mrs.  John 
A.  Green's  house,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  bounds  of  the  land 
granted  by  the  town  in  1679,  and  purchased  July  18th,  1700,  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Bass,  by  Mr.  Tompson. 

At  a  town  meeting  held  Oct.  7th,  1679,  it  was  voted,  "  that 
the  aero  and  a  half  of  land  formerly  granted  by  the  town  condi- 
tionally to  Mr.  Benjamin  Tompson,  for  the  lime  of  his  abode, 
shall  be  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever  absolute.  Secondly,  that 
in  ease  Mr.  Benjamin  Tompson  purchase  Thomas  Bass's  land  by 
the  meeting-house,  then  he  shall  have  a  small  gore  of  land,  from 
the  stile  that  leads  to  Samuel  Tompson's  land,  straight  to  the 
backside  of  the  school-house  and  to  the  highway ." 

July  18th,  1700.  "  Thomas  Bass  hereby  doth  give,  bargain,  sell, 
convey  and  confirm  unto  Benjamin  Tompson  a  parcel  of  upland 
and  meadow,  containing  one  acre  and  a  half,  be  it  more  or  lens, 
bounded  northerly  on  the  town  brook,  in  the  heart  of  Braintree, 
easterly  ou  land  of  James  Brackett,  southerly  with  the  town's 
land  adjoining  to  the  old  school-house,  westerly  with  the  town 
road.w 

It  appears  by  the  following  vote  of  tho  town  that  the  old 
school-house  was  discontinued  and  sold  some  sixteen  years 
after: — "1716,  upon  a  motion  of  Mf.  Benjamin  Webb  to  the 
town,  whether  he  might  have  the  use  of  the  school-house  near 
him,  (excepting  the  stone  and  brick,)  for  the  securing  of  his  hay 
till  ye  first  of  May  next,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative."  After 
which  the  said  old  school-house  was  sold  by  tho  committee  to 
the  said  Benjamin  Webb,  for  three  pounds  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury. 

Tho  second  school-house  was  built  at  the  foot  of  Penn's  Hill, 
on  the  easterly  side  of  Franklin  street,  near  the  old  house  which 
Mr.  Henry  Hardwick  has  recently  occupied.  It  caused  a  great 
many  town  meetings  to  be  held.  The  town  records  contain  tho 
following  votes  concerning  the  construction  of  this  school- 
house :— Oct.  22d,  1697,  "voted,  that  the  new  school-house, 
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should  be  built  in  the  road  between  Clement  Cox's  and  Gregory 
Belcher's,  hard  by  the  white  oak  tree.1  The  dimensions  of  the 
house  to  be  twenty  feet  long,  the  width  sixteen  feet,  and  seven 
feet  between  joints."  The  new  school-house  that  wns  ordered 
to  bo  built  does  not  appear  to  have  differed  materially  in  sizo 
from  the  old  one.  The  town  this  year  not  being  in  a  mood  to 
build  the  house,  passed  a  vote  the  7th  of  March,  1098,  to  remove 
the  old  school-houso  to  the  foot  of  Pcnn's  Mill  instead  of  build- 
ing. A  year  passes  by  and  they  decided  to  build  the  new  school- 
house,  and  not  to  remove  the  old  one.* 

The  next  school-house  erected  in  Quincy  was  on  Hancock 
street,  opposite  the  ten-mile  post  in  the  wall  of  the  estate  of  the 
late  Lemuel  Brackett.  It  was  to  be  built  on  this  site  if  the  fol- 
lowing provision  was  complied  with  : — "  Provided  Mr.  John 
Beal  will  allow  a  piece  of  land  in  exchange  for  the  land  where 
the  old  Pound  stood."  This  house  was  constructed  in  1703. 
Tradition  states  that  this  school-house  stood  partly  in  the  road, 
and  was  kept  by  a  Mr.  Fisher,  who  made  it  a  practice,  as  it  was 
then  the  custom  in  these  semi-parochial  schools,  to  hear  his 
scholars  recite  on  Saturday  morning  in  the  Assembly  Catechism. 
Mr.  Joseph  Bass  was  then  a  boy,  and  one  morning  among  the 
rest  was  questioned  to  recite.  But  he  refused,  saying  that  his 
father  wished  him  not  to  recite  in  the  catechism.    lie  was  excused 

1.  Mr.  Whitney  in  his  history  says  :— "  This  white  oak  troe  seems  to  have 
been  ne  of  note,  for  it  is  ofton  referred  to,  and  inside  of  as  much  importance  as 
if  it  had  been  a  mountain,  nevor*to  bo  removed." 

'J.  It  is  said  that  Mrs.  liulchor  ku|>t  this  school  for  many  years.  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, relates  "that  it  was  customary  with  her  to  carry  her  corn  to  mill  herself, 
excepting  when  sumo  ono  of  her  scholars  lent  hor  a  helping  hand.  John 
Adams,  afterwards  President  of  the  United  States,  was  a  favorite  among  tlio 
rest,  and  when  ho  carried  the  corn  sho  gave  him  as  a  reward  three  coppers,  and 
charged  him  at  the  same  time  to  keep  his  money  to  buy  land  with.  It  is  unnec- 
essary to  add  how  well  ho  profiled  by  early  instruction.  This  school-house  was 
a  very  tino  one  for  those  days.  It  had  a  bell  attached  to  it  for  the  use  of  Uio 
scholars.  Hut  a  bell  was  so  novel  a  thing  that,  when  the  master  or  mistress 
was  not  in  the  school,  it  was  kept  incessantly  ringing.  This  was  nut  found  so 
agreeable  to  those  who  lived  near,  and  who  would  oftentimes  have  preferred  to 
havo  been  spared  what  the  scholars  considered  so  delightful  a  treat.  One  morn- 
ing the  scholars  came  to  their  bell  rope  with  the  accustomed  earnostness,  but 
most  unfortunately  fur  them  tho  bell  had  been  taken  away  in  the  night,  and 
was  never  afterwards  heard  of." 
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by  the  master,  but  the  matter  was  the  cause  of  some  excitement. 
Afterwards,  reconciliation  was  effected  by  the  invitation  of  Mr. 
Fisher  to  dine  with  the  father. 

As  early  as  17 10,  wo  find  that  it  was  voted  by  the  town  that  a 
"reading  and  writing"  school  shall  be  kept  one-half  of  tho  year 
in  the  South  Precinct;  this  it  appears  was  tho  first  school  estab- 
lished iu  what  is  now  the  town  of  Braintrec. 

May  14th,  1716.  "Voted  by  the  inhabitants  of  Braintree  regu- 
larly assembled,  that  there  should  be  a  school  kept  at  the  south 
end  of  the  town,  for  one  half  of  the  year,  each  year  yearly, 
beginning  the  first  day  of  October  for  reading  and  writing, 
besides  the  present  Grammar  school,  and  that  to  be  at  the  charge 
of  the  town." 

Now  begins  the  contentions  in  building  and  locating  the 
school-houses  in  the  several  preeincts.  "Then  voted  that  a  house 
be  erected  for  the  accommodation  of  a  Grammar  school  in  this 
town,  which  shall  bo  in  some  convenient  place,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  between  the  North  Mccting-housc  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Webb's 
land,  by  the  committee  hereafter  named  and  appointed,  as  they 
shall  see  meet."  Against  this  vote  Capt.  John  Mills  entered  his 
dissent.  "Then  voted,  that  a  convenient  school-house  for  writ- 
ing and  reading,  be  built  and  set  up  in  some  convenient  place  in 
the  south  end  of  this  town,  near  the  meeting-house  as  soon  as 
may  be,  and  as  the  committee  hereafter  appointed  shall  see  meet 
at  the  charge  of  the  town." 

Sept.  17th,  1716.  "  The  moderator  moved  to  the  town  wheth- 
er the  old  school-house  by  Deacon  Belcher's  should  be  disposed 
of  as  the  committee  hereafter  appointed  shall  see  meet.  It 
passed  in  the  affirmative.  It  was  then  likewise  motioned  by  the 
moderator,  whether  the  old  school-house  near  Mr.  Benjamin 
Webb's  should  be  disposed  of  as  the  committee  hereafter 
appointed  Rhall  see  meet.    It  passed  in  the  affirmative." 

December,  1719,  began  tho  movement  of  tho  schools  in  a 
southerly  direction. 

May  17th,  1725.  It  was  "  voted,  that  there  shall  bo  a  writing 
and  reading  school  annually,  for  the  whole  year,  to  be  kept  in 
the  South  Precinct,  in  such  place  or  places,  as  a  committee  now 
to  be  chosen,  to  join  with  the  major  part  of  the  Selectmen,  Mr. 
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Joseph  Crosby,  Lt.  Samuel  Allen,  Mr.  Epraim  Thayer,  shall  agree, 
and  to  agree  with  the  school-master." 

May  15th,  1728.  "  The  moderator  then  put  the  question  to  the 
town  whether  the  Middle  Precinct  in  the  town  should  have  lib- 
erty to  move  the  school  now  kept  in  that  precinct  to  two  other 
places,  to  be  kept  at  each  place  a  third  part  of  tho  year,(or  half  a 
year  at  each  if  the  said  precinct  see  cause ;)  provided  the  said 
precinct  will  be  at  the  whole  charge  of  such  removal,  tho  pluco 
nominated  being  one  at  the  south-east  corner  of  the  little  pond, 
where  the  ways  part,  and  the  other  near  the  house  of  Nathaniel 
Wales.    And  it  was  voted  in  the  affirmative." 

We  now  come  to  the  first  vote  to  establish  a  school  in  that 
part  of  the  town,  now  Randolph.  Nov.  2d,  1730.  "  A  memo- 
rial of  the  new  South  Precinct  was  then  laid  before  the  town, 
which  was  presented  at  the  last  town  meeting,  concerning  a 
school  there,  and  the  question  being  put  whether  the  new  South 
Precinct  shall  have  eight  pounds  paid  out  of  the  town's  treasury 
toward  supporting  a  school  in  that  precinct  yearly,  until  tho 
town  take  further  order,  the  first  year  to  be  understood  to  com- 
mence from  March  last.    It  passed  in  tho  affirmative." 

For  thirty  years  matters  went  on  in  this  manner,  or  until  the 
population  had  become  so  large  in  the  various  precincts,  that  it 
was  found  to  have  become  necessary  to  establish  permanent 
school-houses  in  each  of  the  precincts. 

March,  1763.  u  Voted,  that  there  be  a  school-house  built  in 
each  precinct  of  said  town,  at  the  town's  expense ;  that  the 
school-house  in  the  Middle  Precinct  bo  erected  on  the  south-east 
corner  of  Mr.  Benjamin  llayden'u  land,  at  the  lane  leading  to 
Mr.  Lemuel  Thayer's ;  that  the  school-house  in  the  North  Pre- 
cinct be  erected  opposite  the  ten-mile  stake ;  that  the  South 
Precinct  have  liberty  to  provide  a  place  upon  which  to  erect  a 
school-house." 

We  have  given  all  the  material  history  of  the  schools  of  the 
three  towns,  nearly  to  the  time  when  they  became  distinct  and 
independent  townships. 

After  the  separation  of  tho  town,  it  became  necessary  for  its 
inhabitants  to  reorganize  their  school  system.  In  1792,  the  first 
action  taken  by  the  town  was  to  appoint  the  Selectmen  to  in- 
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spcct  the  schools,  and  seventy-five  pounds  were  appropriated,  to 
be  raised  by  taxation  for  their  support. 

April  11th,  1793,  the  town  voted  to  build  a  school-house1  on 
the  training  field,  which  embraced  all  the  land  where  tho  First 
Church  now  stands,  a  part  of  Washington  street  and  a  largo 
share  of  Temple  street.  This  building  was  a  plain,  two-story 
house,  and  stood  about  one  hundred  feet  north  of  the  church. 

1.  This  school-house  stood  nearly  opposite  the  Granite  National  Bank,  on 
what  then  was  called  the  training  field.  The  school-room  was  about  twenty  by 
twenty-eight  foot,  ami  not  very  conveniently  arranged  for  the  accommodation 
of  tho  fumulurs.  Tho  n.Htlmntod  cimI  of  thin  Mrhool-houxo  whs  idnuty  |hmiihIs. 
Tho  writing  desks  and  scats  were  long,  and  constructed  for  the  use  of  from 
four  to  eight  pupils.  No  paint,  blackboards,  maps  or  mottoes  adornod  its  walls. 
The  proclivity  of  the  Now  Kngland  youth  in  the  use  of  tho  jack-knife  was  fully 
exemplified  by  the  various  carvings  on  its  blackened  walls.  Its  heating  appara- 
tus was  a  fire-place,  and  a  small  box  stove,  in  which  wood,  instead  of  coal  was 
used  for  warming  tho  room.  In  cold  winter  days  the  pupils  would,  on  coming 
to  school,  burst  into  a  furor  of  indignation  because  their  ink  was  frozen,  and 
tltey  were  obliged  to  stand  arouuil  the  firo  for  half  a  day  to  thaw  their  iuk,  aud 
limber  up  thoir  digital  extremities  so  that  they  could  write  their  oxerciscs.  For 
some  three  months  of  the  year  the  school  was  divided,  aud  tlio  advanced  pupils 
woro  sent  to  the  upper  room,  which  was  called  the  "  ciphering  school."  About 
180<>,  Alpheus  Gary  taught  this  school  two  years,  and  Mr.  John  Whitney  three 
years;  Mr.  Josialt  lirigham  from  1811  to  1814,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
"William  Seaver,  the  veteran  school-master  of  Qulncy,  who  for  twenty-eight 
years  taught  school  lu  the  centre  and  south  part*  of  the  town,  and  was  iustructor 
for  its  youth  and  adult  pupils  for  a  longer  time  than  any  other  person.  Mr. 
KHot  Valentino  aud  Ibrahim  Ilartlett,  also  taught  tlio  "ciphering  school." 
All  these  teachers,  with  tho  exception  of  Mr.  Alpheus  Gary,  were  from  Norlh- 
boro',  in  Worcester  Gounty,  of  this  State.  Tho  raw  hide  securely  locked  iu  the 
master's  desk  was  the  great  disciplincr  of  that  period.  At  this  time  Mrs. 
Haas,  widow  of  Deacon  Jonathan  Uass,  kept  a  dame  school  in  a  dwelling-house 
on  Poverty  street,  so  called,  now  Franklin,  near  the  southerly  junction  of  Fearl. 
Why  tho  street  was  called  Poverty,  was  on  account  of  a  weed  by  that  namo 
growing  in  abundance  in  it,  and  not  from  the  poverty  of  its  residents.  This 
wood  has  long  sinco  disappoarod. 

A  horse  block  was  located  on  the  training  field.  This  relic  of  antiquity  was 
on  tho  southeasterly  part  of  this  field,  nearly  opposite  Mr.  G.  F.  Wilson's 
store,  Templo  street,  whore  tlio  lamp-post  now  stands.  "It  consisted  of  a 
granite  block  about  seven  feet  long  and  three  and  one-half  feet  wide.  It  was 
supported  at  either  end  by  small  blocks,  projecting  beyond  tho  upper  blocks,  so 
as  to  form  steps.  Its  use  was  to  enable  persons  who  camo  to  church,  town 
meeting  or  for  other  pur|>oKcs,  to  mount  their  horses  with  greater  ease  aud  con- 
venience. At  this  jwrlod  horse-back  riding  was  very  common,  as  carriagos 
were  expensive,  and  not  generally  in  use. 
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The  upper  story  was  used  as  a  town  hall,  and  in  the  winter  a 
"ciphering  school"  was  kept  in  the  same  room;  on  tho  lower 
floor  the  Grammar  school  was  taught.  The  first  town  meeting 
held  in  this  hall  was  on  Thursday,  Dec.  8th,  1796.  This  build- 
ing was  burnt  Dec.  29th,  1815,  and  until  a  new  school-house 
could  be  constructed,  the  school  was  kept  in  tho  hall  of  tho 
house,  near  tho  easterly  corner  of  Franklin  and  School  streets, 
next  building  south  of  the  Tiger  engine-house. 

After  considerable  contention  upon  selecting  a  sito  for  the 
rebuilding  of  the  town  hall  and  school-house,  it  was  finally 
decided  to  erect  one  on  land  contiguous  to  the  southerly  part  of 
tho  Hancock  Cemetery,  and  tho  building  was  constructed  in 
1817.  It  remained  in  this  locality  until  1841,  when  it  was  moved 
to  near  the  site  where  the  Coddington  school-house  now  stands. 
After  remaining  there  some  fourteen  years,  it  was  moved  again 
to  nearly  its  old  site,  where  it  was  remodeled  and  additions 
made.    It  is  now  used  as  the  District  Court-room. 

The  first  recorded  appropriations  for  the  establishment  of  tho 
Primary  Departments,  in  the  various  local  neighborhoods,  was 
in  1800.  That  year  there  were  appropriated  $400  for  the  several 
school  districts,  and  tho  man's  school  in  the  centro  of  tho  town, 
which  were  divided  as  follows:  —  The  man's  school,  $270.00; 
Farms  District,  $27.50;  Squanturn  District,  $10.00;  Hough's 
Neck  Distriot,  $22.50 ;  Old  Field's  District,  $11.00;  Penn's 
Hill  District,  $22.50 ;  Wood's  District,  $22.50;  North  District, 
$14.00.'  This  appropriation  was  made  in  accordance  with  tho 
number  of  pupils  in  each  locality.  The  meets  and  bounds  were 
not  run  for  the  school  districts  until  1809,  viz  : — 

1.  Thinking  it  may  be  of  use  to  those  who  are  interested  in  tho  progress  of 
the  schools  of  the  town,  we  give  the  town  appropriations  for  the  public  schools, 
for  every  fifth  year  up  to  1855.  Since  that  period  they  can  be  fouud  in  tho  pub- 
lished reports  of  the  committees  : — 

1800, — Man's  school  at  tho  school-house,  $-100  ;  woman's  school  at  the  school  - 
house,  $40 ;  North  District,  $40  ;  Farms  District,  $40  ;  Wood's  District,  $40  ; 
Hough's  Neck  and  Germantown,  $40;  Old  Field  s  District,  $40;  Squantnin,  $10. 

1810, — Man's  school  at  Centre  District,  $4 'JO  ;  woman's  school  at  the  Centre 
District,  $40  ;  North  District,  $40;  Wood's  District,  S40  ;  Farms  District, 
$40  ;  Hough's  Neck  and  Cermantown,  $10  ;  Old  Field's  District,  $40  ;  Venn's 
Hill  District,  $40;  Squanturn,  $18;  Joseph  Hunt,  Jr.,  $4. 

1815,- Man's  school  at  Cetitre,  $470  ;  woman's  at  Centre,  $U  ;  North  District, 
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Hough's  Neck  and  Gerniantown,  to  include  all  easterly  of  the 
causeway  near  Half  Moon,  so  called,  to  be  one  district. 

Old  Field's  District,  or  what  is  now  called  the  Point,  to  begin 
at  and  include  Ncdcbiah  Kent's,  Jr. ;  also,  to  begin  at  and  in- 
clude Edward  Miller's,  Esq.,  and  to  include  all  easterly  of  said 
place. 

Penn's  Hill,  to  begin  at  Braintree  line  and  extend  northerly  as 
far  as  the  church.  (This  church  was  the  Episcopal,  then  located 
at  the  corner  of  School  and  what  is  now  Phipps  streets.)  Also, 
to  include  Deacon  Vcazie's  Mill. 

Wood's  District,  to  begin  at  and  include  tho  house  lately  oc- 
cupied by  Benjamin  Pray,  deceased,  and  also  to  include  Richard 
Dcxtcr'8  house,  and  all  southerly  of  said  place  to  the  Braintree 
line. 

North  District,  to  begin  at  and  includo  Capt.  Benjamin  Beal's 
dwelling  house,  and  run  to  Milton  line,  and  southerly  as  far  as 

$44  ;  Farms  District,  $44  ;  Sqnantnm,  $18  ;  Hough's  Neck  and  German  town, 
$44  ;  OKI  Field'*  District,  $44  ;  South  District,  $44  ;  Wood's  District,  $44  ; 
Joseph  Hunt,  Jr.,  $4. 

IK'JO,—  Man's  school  at  Centre,  including  ink  and  fuel,  $035  ;  woman's  school 
nt  Centre,  $57  ;  man'i  school  at  Farms,  $<a» ;  North  District,  $110  ;  Hough's 
Neck  and  Gertnantown,  $00  ;  Old  Field's  District,  $00  ;  South  District,  $60  ; 
Wood's  District,  $00 ;  Sqnantum,  $27  ;  Joseph  Hunt,  Jr.,  $5. 

1825, — Man's  school  at  Centre,  $(>85  ;  woman's  at  Centre,  $00  ;  man's  school 
at  tho  Farms,  $71  ;  woman's,  $U0  ;  North  District,  $00  ;  Hough's  Neck  and 
Gerniantown,  $<»  ;  Old  Fiold's  District,  $00  ;  South  District,  $00  ;  Wood's  Dis- 
trict, $00  ;  Squantum,  $24. 

1830,— Master's  school  at  Centre,  $425  :  wood  and  iuk,  $50  ;  Master's  school 
iu  South  District,  $420  ;  wood  and  ink,  $30  ;  Master  at  the  Point,  $140  ;  Master 
at  the  Farms,  $120  ;  Centre  Primary,  $00;  South  Primary,  $00  ;  North  Trimary, 
$00  ;  Farms  Primary,  $00  ;  Wood's,  $00  ;  Point,  $00. 

1835,— At  this  period,  the  town  made  a  general  appropriation,  and  tho  com- 
mittco  divided  tho  money  according  to  the  wants  of  tho  several  districts.  The 
amount  to  he  raised  this  year  hy  taxation  for  the  schools  was  $2,000. 

1840,— The  amonnt  to  bo  assessed  for  schools  was  $2450. 

1845,— There  were  assessed  and  collected  at  this  time  for  schools  $3100.  Tho 
town  increased  their  appropriations  nine  hundred  for  the  year  1850,  making  tho 
amount  $4000.  In  1855,  the  appropriation  was  increased  to  nearly  double  what 
it  was  the  year  provious,  or  thirty-five  hundred  dollars,  making  the  wholo 
amount  $7500.  The  whole  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
fifteen  for  the  year  1855,  were  I  IKK 

For  further  investigations,  seo  School  Committees'  reports,  tho  first  publi- 
cation in  pamphlet  form,  was  in  1851. 
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to  includo  Noddy  Curtis's  farm.  The  school-house  for  this  dis- 
trict was  located  near  the  junction  of  Common  and  Adams 
streets.  This  district  was  afterwards  organized  as  the  West 
School  District  which  included  at  that  time  the  greater  part  of 
the  West  Quiney  village,  it  being  principally  settled  on  or 
towards  Adams  street. 

Squantum  District  embraced  all  the  families  on  said  place 
which  appertain  to  this  town. 

Farms  District  began  at  and  included  the  widow  Mariah 
Ann  Beal's  house,  and  extended  to  Dorchester  and  Milton  line; 
also,  as  far  as,  and  included,  Air.  John  Hillings'  farm. 

Centre  District  included  all  not  within  the  bounds  of  the  afore- 
mentioned districts.1    The  bounds  were  run  April  3d,  1809. 

In  1810,  tho  name  of  the  Venn's  Hill  District  was  changed  to 

1.  The  Centre  District  waa  organized  aa  a  prudential  district  in  1831.  Abner 
Willett  was  chosen  the  first  prudential  committee,  in  which  office  he  served 
three  years.  The  last  committee  chosen  in  the  district  was  Mr.  Johu  Hard- 
wick,  in  1852.  The  first  clerk  choson  was  Mr.  Lewis  Itass,  who  served  seven 
years.  The  last  clerk  was  Edwin  II.  Saville  who  served  as  such  for  the  years 
iar>l-2,  or  until  tho  district  was  dissolved. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  South  School  District  for  the  purpose  of  organis- 
ing as  a  prudential  district  was  on  a  warrant  issued  by  the  Selectmen  in  con- 
formity to  the  statute.  The  meeting  was  held  March  23th,  1831.  At  this 
meeting  Mr.  Samuel  Curtis  was  chosen  prudential  committee,  and  Mr.  George 
Veazie,  clerk.  A  committee  was  selected  to  ascertain  how  the  money  should  be 
cxpoudod  which  tho  district  was  entitled  to,  and  tho  number  of  schools  that 
should  lie  kept  within  its  limits.  At  an  adjourned  mooting  huhl  tho  28th  of  tho 
name  mouth,  it  was  voted  to  divide  tho  district  at  Mr.  .John  Veaxio's,  tho  easter- 
ly In  hi  ml  to  bo  tho  Town  Common,  ami  that  tho  Wood's  District  should  havo 
its  proportion  of  tho  monoy  according  to  the  number  of  children  within  its 
limits  between  tho  ages  of  four  and  soveu  years.  It  was  also  voted  that 
Messrs.  Ibrahim  Bartlett,  Harvey  Field  and  Josiah  Hay  den,  should  be  a  com- 
mittee to  set  out  trees  in  the  school-house  yard,  which  was  soon  accomplished, 
and  the  fine  elm  trees  that  now  adorn  the  stone  school-house  yard  on  School 
street  was  the  happy  result  of  their  forethought  Tho  district  was  dissolved  by 
statute,  in  18118. 

Tho  North  District  was  organized  in  1831,  and  Mr.  Horatio  N.  Glover  was 
choson  for  prudential  committoo,  and  ICdmund  I'opo  tho  last,  iu  18118.  Mr. 
John  Savil  served  for  seveu  years,  which  was  the  longest  period  of  any  one 
person.  Dr.  William  B.  Dnggan  was  selected  as  the  first  clerk,  and  served 
as  such,  at  various  limes  for  ten  years.  The  last  clerk  was  Mr.  George  W. 
Hillings  in  18(18.  We  aro  unable  to  givo  tho  other  Districts,  for  tho  reason  that 
tho  district  records  up|»eur  to  havo  boon  lost,  which  is  to  bo  much  regretted. 
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the  South.  In  1820,  the  man's,  or  ciphering  school,  became  so 
crowded  that  a  great  number  of  the  pupils  had  to  stand,  or  wait 
for  seats  until  the  recitations  of  the  classes  were  going  on.  The 
school,  at  this  time,  was  comprised  of  two  hundred  and  four 
scholars,  and  the  committee  was  of  an  opinion  that  an  assistant 
teacher  wns  necessary,  as  mending  pens  and  setting  written  cop- 
ies in  their  writing  books,  besides  attending  to  the  recitations, 
were  more  than  one  person  could  faithfully  attend  to.  About 
1816,  the  first  man's  school  was  established  at  the  Farms  District. 

In  1825,  the  School  Committee  made  its  first  detailed  report 
in  accordance  with  the  statute,  previous  to  this  lime  the  report 
was  merely  a  financial  statement.1  Also,  that  year  the  town 
censured  Master  Seaver  for  not  attending  more  faithfully  to  his 
school  duties,  lie  replied,  that  if  the  town  would  increase  his 
salary  to  five  hundred  dollars,  he  would  devote  all  his  time  to 
the  school;  this  was  agreed  to,  and  here  the  matter  ended.  In 
1820,  the  committee  recommended  to  the  town  the  importance 
of  establishing  a  man's  school  in  the  Old  Field's  District;  which, 
as  soon  as  all  necessary  arrangements  could  be  made,  was  carried 
into  operation.  In  1827,  it  was  found  that  the  schools  in  the 
South  and  Wood's  Districts  could  be  more  economically  man- 
aged by  consolidating  them,  which  was  soon  accomplished. 

In  1829,  it  became  imperative  on  the  town  to  construct  three 
new  school-houses  for  tho  better  accommodation  of  the  school 
children — one  each  al  the  Point,  Farms  and  South  Districts. 
The  cost  of  building  these  school-houses  was  as  follows,  viz : — 

].  Tho  first  School  Committee  made  it*  first  report  May  l.ltli,  1 71)."*,  which 
was  merely  a  financial  statement,  as  follow*,  viz: — "The  committee  appointed 
by  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  appropriating  tho  money  voted  by  the  town  for 
the  support  of  school*,  in  saiil  town  the  present  year,  ha*  attended  to  that  ser- 
vice and  report  as  follows:—  Thirty  pounds  for  an  English  reading  and  writing 
school  in  tho  hc.IiooI-Iiouho;  six  pound*  to  the  Farm*  and  Squantum;  live  pounds 
to  Hoff's  Neck  and  Germautown;  five  pounds  fourteen  shilling*,  for  a  woman's 
school,  from  William  Vcsoy's  up  to  Itraiutree  line,  and  the  road  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Pratt's,  round  by  Deacon  Pass's;  also,  five  pounds  two  shillings,  for  a  woman's 
school,  from  Prackett's  corner,  (now  the  junction  of  Quincy  avenue,  Elm, 
Hancock  and  School  streets), down  by  Major  Miller's,  and  all  south  of  the  brook 
to  P  rain  tree  line;  also,  four  pounds  two  shillings,  for  a  woman's  school  from 
Mr.  Illack'*  comer  to  Milton  line;  iilso,  four  |ioitiid*  two  shilling*,  for  a  wo- 
man'* school,  from  Mr.  Samuel  Trask's,  all  south  to  llraiulrco  lino.  All  of 
which  is  most  respectfully  submitted."  No  uatuc*  were  Mutacribed  to  tho  rei«ort. 
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Point  District.  Isaac  Itiddlc,  for  deed  of  land,  $40;  Joel  P. 
Dcadman,  for  the  erection  of  the  house,  $448;  James  Ncw- 
comh,  for  underpinning,  $35  ;  total  coat,  $523.  Trees  were  set 
in  the  school-yard  in  1840.  In  1843  the  district  was  presented 
with  a  library  for  the  use  of  the  school.  The  first  small  primary 
school-house  erected  in  this  district  was  sold  about  the  time  this 
one  was  built  and  moved  to  the  corner  of  Washington  and 
South  streets,  whero  we  believe  it  now  stands.  In  1858,  the 
present  Washington  school-house  was  constructed,  and  the  one 
on  the  same  site  sold  and  removed  a  short  distance  south,  where 
it  was  converted  into  a  dwelling.  Mr.  Linus  Belcher's  con- 
tract for  tho  carpenter  work  on  tho  new  school-house  was 
$5,000.  The  total  cost  when  completed  for  use  was  $7,634.05. 
In  1874,  this  house  was  found  too  small  to  accommodate  the 
scholars  of  this  district,  and  an  appropriation  was  made  by  the 
town  for  its  enlargement.  The  building  was  raised  and  a  story 
placed  under  it,  at  a  cost  of  $3,374.38.  At  the  time  Braintree 
Neck  was  annexed  to  Quincy,  in  1850,  this  territory  was  added 
to  the  Point  District,  with  the  school-house  then  belonging  to 
that  part  of  the  town.  After  the  enlargement  of  the  Point 
school-house,  this  school  was  discontinued  and  the  scholars  sent 
to  tho  Point  or  Washington  school. 

The  first  school-house  in  the  Farms  District,  that  we  havo  any 
account  of,  was  erected  in  1794,  at  a  cost  of  $75.34.  This  house 
was  built  on  or  near  the  estate  of  the  late  John  J.  (ilover,  nearly 
opposite  the  residence  of  Mr.  Horace  Jenkins,  on  Hancock  street. 
It  was  sold  in  18'JO,  to  Mr.  Lemuel  Hillings,  and  is  now  at- 
tached to  his  residence.  The  second  was  built  in  compliance 
with  tho  vote  of  tho  town,  near  the  same  site.  The  deed  of 
this  land  given  by  Mr.  Ezra  Glover,  was  for  $50.00.  Mr.  William 
Hinckley  received  for  its  construction  $315;  Silas  Leonard,  for 
underpinning,  $40 ;  H.  «fc  C.  Lane,  for  painting,  $13.64.  This 
house  was  occupied  for  a  school-room  until  1K50,  when  it  was 
sold  and  removed  to  Marsh  street,  and  made  into  a  dwelling- 
house.  Tho  land  upon  which  it  stood  was  sold,  and  a  more  com- 
modious lot  was  purchased  nearly  opposite,  on  tho  corner  of 
Hancock  and  Squantum  streets,  upon  which  a  larger  and  better- 
adapted  school-house  was  constructed,  at  a  cost  of  $1000,  aud 
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dedicated  with  appropriate  services,  Oct.  Oth,  1850.  This  part 
of  Quincy,  being  nearer  Boston,  has  increased  very  rapidly ;  so 
much  so  was  this  the  case,  that  in  1873,  within  the  limits  of  the 
old  Farms  Districts,  two  large  school-houses  were  erected.  A 
site  was  procured  for  the  Quincy  School  a  little  north  of  the 
former  one,  and  upon  it  was  built  a  large  and  well-arranged 
school-house,  completed  at  a  cost  of  $18,25G.63.  Mr.  William 
Parker's  contract  for  the  carpenter  work  was  115,112.  The 
old  house  was  sold  and  altered  into  a  dwelling-house  and  is  still 
Standing  on  its  old  site.  This  school  was  named,  in  1803,  the 
Qninr.y  School,  in  honor  of  this  old  and  renowned  family,  who, 
for  over  two  centuries,  has  resided  within  Us  limits.  Among 
the  many  teachers  who  have  taught  in  this  district  was  the  late 
Ilcv.  Theodore  Parker,  in  1830-1. 

The  South  District  stone  school-house  was  built  in  1829.  Mr. 
Joseph  Brackett  gave  a  deed  of  the  land  for  1150;  Mr.  William 
Wood  was  paid  for  stone  and  masonry  work,  $439.05 ;  Mr.  Geo. 
Veazie,  for  carpenter  work,  1540;  11.  &  C.  Lane,  for  painting, 
I13.G4.  This  building  was  built  but  one  story  high  at  the  time. 
In  1841,  an  additional  story  was  added  to  it  at  a  cost  of  $900. 
Beside  this  building,  in  the  same  yard,  was  moved  the  old  Pri- 
mary school-house  that  formerly  stood  on  Franklin  street,  oppo- 
site the  old  Adams  mansions,  which  was  built  by  private  means. 
It  was  in  this  Primary  school-house  that  on  the  Pith  of 
March,  1834,  Adalinc  Dickerman,  child  of  Lewis  Ilaydcn's 
wife,  who  formerly  married  a  Mr.  Dickerman,  came  to  her  sad 
and  untimely  death  by  being  burnt,  during  the  noon  intermission 
of  the  school,  her  clothes  having  caught  fire,  from  some  cause 
or  other,  from  the  stove.  She  was  six  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  her  decease.  In  1855,  it  was  found  that  the  schools  in  the 
South  District  had  become  so  crowded  that  a  new  and  larger 
house  was  needed  for  their  accommodation.  A  site  for  the  ' 
building,  of  about  a  half  an  acre  of  land  was  purchased  on 
Phipps  street,  for  its  location.  Upon  this  land  a  school-house 
was  erected  at  a  cost,  when  completed,  of  little  over  $7,000. 
Mr.  C.  Fisher's  contract  for  carpenter  work  was  $4,652. 

The  West  District  was  organized  out  of  the  old  North  and  a 
part  of  the  South,  in  1838.    That  year  a  small  house  was  built 
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on  the  easterly  side  of  Copcland  street,  a  short  distance  north  of 
its  junction  with  Cross  street.  A  Primary  school-house  wsis  con- 
structed in  1840,  at  a  cost  of  $225;  on  the  enlargement  of  the 
old  house,  this  was  sold.  In  1842,  a  school  library  was  pur- 
chased for  the  use  of  the  school.  The  old  school-houso  is  still 
standing  on  its  old  site,  anil  is  occupied  as  a  dwelling.  The 
present  school-house  was  erected  the  latter  part  of  1854,  and 
opened  in  March,  1855.  The  cost  of  constructing  and  furnish- 
ing this  house  was  something  over  $7,000.  In  1873,  the  School 
Committee  announced  to  the  town  that  the  old  school-house  was 
too  small  to  accommodate  the  rapidly-increasing  population  of 
this  thriving  part  of  the  town,  and  the.  great  necessity  of  tho 
enlargement  of  their  present  house.  In  accordance  with  tho  re- 
port of  the  committee,  an  appropriation  was  made,  and  tho 
house  enlarged  at  a  cost  of  $5,000.  In  1858,  this  school  was 
named  the  Willard  School,  in  honor  of  Mr.  Solomon  Willard, 
architect  of  the  Hunker  Hill  monument,  who  had  resided  so 
long  among  them,  and  had  done  much  for  the  improvement 
and  embellishment  of  that  part  of  the  town. 

The  Hough's  Neck  and  ( Seriuaulown  schools  were  among  tho 
earliest  established  in  town,  but  for  many  years  were  kept  in 
private  houses.  In  fact,  the  schools  in  this  district  were  always 
unsatisfactory  to  the  committee  and  the  town,  owing  to  its 
isolated  position  and  the  sparseness  of  its  inhabitants.  The  first 
vote  we  find  to  construct  a  school-house  in  this  district  was  in 
1831,  when  a  building  sixteen  by  twenty  feet  was  erected,  at  a 
cost  of  $185.  This  house  was  built  near  the  junction  of  Palmer 
and  Sea  streets.  It  was  sold,  and  now  forms  a  part  of  the  house 
of  James  i .  Tirrell,  Esq.  In  1838,  another  one  was  built.  This 
school  was,  in  1864,  named  the  Crane  School,  to  commemorate 
the  late  Friend  Crane,  who  was  for  many  years  previous  to  his 
death,  Superintendent  of  the  Snug  Harbor.  In  1874,  the  School 
Committee  announced  to  the  town  that  they  thought  it  would 
be  more  economical  and  satisfactory  to  have  this  school  discon- 
tinued, and  the  scholars  transported  to  the  Coddington.  In 
conformity  with  this  suggestion,  the  school  was  dissolved  and 
the  house  sold. 

The  present  Coddington  house  was  erected  in  1855.  Mr. 
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Wm.  Parker*a  contract  for  carpenter  work  was  14,950.  When 
furnished  and  completed,  the  total  cost  was  $7,367.98.  In  1870, 
the  hotiRe  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  another  story,  at  a 
cost  of  $3,500.  Mr.  Jonas  Shackley's  contract  for  the  carpenter 
work  was  $2,840.00.  We  have  before  spoken  of  the  school-houses 
built  in  this  locality,  but  they  were  for  the  man's  school,  and 
used  for  the  accommodation  of  the  whole  town,  and  afterwards 
for  the  district.  The  present  one  is  the  first  legitimate  district 
school-house  erected  within  its  limits.  This  school  was  named 
after  Mr.  William  Coddington,  in  1858,  in  honor  of  Quincy's 
first  Ik;  no  factor. 

In  1870,  a  new  settlement  began  at  what  is  called  Wollaston 
Heights,  and  the  increase  of  population  was  so  rapid,  that  in 
1871,  the  School  Committee  found  it  necessary  to  establish  two 
schools  for  its  accommodation.  A  temporary  building  was 
provided,  in  which  the  school  was  kept  until  the  completion  of 
the  school-house,  in  1873.  Mr.  J.  II.  Burt's  contract  for  the 
carpenter  work  in  constructing  the  building  was  $14,047.30. 
The  next  year's  bills,  for  grading,  architect's  commission,  etc., 
for  the  school-house,  was  $1,579.31,  making  a  total  cost  of 
$15,G10.01. 

We  shall  now  return  and  finish  up  the  time  in  which  the  dis- 
trict lines  have  been  run.  In  1831,  it  was  found  necessary  to 
re-bound  the  districts,  which  were  nearly  the  samo  as  in  1809, 
with  the  exception  of  consolidating  the  South  and  Wood's  Dis- 
tricts into  one,  and  extending  tho  North  so  as  to  include  Presi- 
dent John  Q.  Adams'  house.  At  this  time  the  number  of  pupils 
in  each  district  was  as  follow,  viz: — Point,  80;  South,  143  ;  Cen- 
tre, 139;  North,  53;  Farms,  50;  Hough's  Neck  and  German- 
town,  22 ;  Squantum,  5.  In  1838,  the  districts  were  rc-bounded 
in  a  more  thorough  and  systematic  maimer,  with  meets  and 
bounds  of  stone  posts,  with  the  initials  of  each  district  carved 
upon  them.  The  last  time  the  bounds  were  run  was  in  18G5. 
These  lines  are  now  of  little  use,  as  the  schools  are  under  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the  School  Committee,  and  they  can 
send  the  pupils  of  the  public  schools  wherever  they  think  most 
convenient  and  proper  for  them  to  go,  irrespective  of  district 
lines.    Still  the  old  lines  are  generally  adhered  to. 

44 
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Thero  are  at  the  present  time  thirty-five  public  sehoolo  in 
the  town,  including  the  High;  six  mule  and  thirty-two  female 
teaehers  and  assistants.  This  year  there  were  one  thousand, 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight  pupils  in  the  public  schools  from 
five  to  fifteen  years  of  age;  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  over 
fifteen,  and  some  sixty  attending  private  institutions.  Four 
hundred  and  fifty  do  not  attend  school.  The  town  appropriated 
thirty-two  thousand  dollars  for  the  schools,  for  the  year  1877, 
besides  the  State  and  Coddington  fund. 

By  the  census  of  1875,  we  find  that  there  were  in  the  town 
twenty-seven  natives  and  four  hundred  and  seventeen  foreign 
persons  that  could  neither  read  or  write. 

By  the  town  records,  it  appears  that  a  public  Latin  school 
was  kept  in  Braintrco  for  upwards  of  a  century.  When  and  by 
whom  it  was  taught,  we  are  unable  to  say;  most  probably  it  was 
in  connection  with  the  common  town  school.  This  school,  how- 
ever, was  of  some  note,  as  Mr.  John  Adams  mentions  that  he 
was  at  one  time  an  inmate  of  it: — "  My  early  life  and  education 
was  first  at  the  public  Latin  school  in  the  then  town  of  Brain- 
tree,  then  at  a  private  academy  under  Mr.  Joseph  Marsh,  within 
three  doors  of  my  father's  house,1  then  at  Harvard  College  in 
Cambridge,  where,  after  four  years  of  studies,  I  received  a 
degree  as  Bachelor  of  Arts,  in  1755." 

1.  This  is  a  very  ancient  house,  and  is  one  of  the  old  relics,  if  not  the  oldest, 
ou  Fraukliu  street.  It  was  Hrst  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Sainutd  Tompsou, 
who  in  1072,  sold  it  to  the  Rev.  Moses  Fisk,  the  second  settled  clergyman  of  the 
First  Church.  This  cstuto  then  consisted  of  a  house,  hum,  orchard,  and  six 
acres  of  land,  and  was  purchased  for  .CI  15. .  It  was  hmiinliul  southerly  hy  a 
tract  of  land  commonly  called  Mill  Fields,  easterly  on  the  county  road,  west- 
erly upou  luud  of  John  Nocdham  and  Samuel  Savil,  uortherly  ou  Mill  street. 
[That  part  of  School  street  exteudiug  from  the  comer  of  Franklin  to  the  old 
mill  was  theu  called  Mill  street  ] 

After  the  death  of  the  ltev.  Mr.  Fisk,  this  pro|Ksrty  was  sold  hy  the  trustees 
of  his  estate,  April  13th,  1710,  to  the  ltev.  Joseph  Marsh,  his  successor,  who 
innrried  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Fisk.  Mr.  Mursh,  fur  the  six  acres,  paid 
£133  Its.  Sd.  The  trustees  said,  if  the  house  had  uot  heeii  so  much  decayed, 
they  should  have  demanded  JCMO.  This  being  the  case,  we  think  Mr.  Marsh 
must  have  extensively  repaired  it.  In  this  house  Mr.  Jus.  Marsh,  the  son  of  the 
miuister,  taught  his  classical  school.  The  proprietors  contiguous  to  this  ostato, 
since  the  purchase  of  it  by  Mr.  Fisk,  poem  to  have  changed  somewhat,  us  thu 
following  bounds  would  indicate  :— "  Easterly,  ou  the  county  toad,  southuriy  ou 
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At  UtC  annual  meeting  bold  in  March,  1851,  a  committee  of 
one  wns  chosen  from  each  school  district  to  report  at  tho 
adjourned  meeting  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  High  school- 
house  in  compliance  with  the  statute. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  held  May  26th,  the  committee 
reported  that  they  had  selected  a  lot  of  land  in  the  rear  of  Quin- 
cy  avenue,  belonging  to  tho  Apthorp  estate,  as  tho  most  con- 
venient site  for  tho  High  school-house,  and  also  for  two  other 
school-rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  the  over-crowded  Prima- 
ry schools  of  the  South  and  Centre  districts.  The  land  was 
purchased  for  $1200.  The  building  was  to  be  54  by  38  feet,  and 
constructed  in  a  plain  Grecian  style,  at  an  estimated  expense  of 
$4,775.  Mr.  William  Parker  received  the  contract  for  construct- 
ing the  building  at  $4,052,  and  when  completed,  including  the 
land  it  cost  $t»,74N.('»8.  Tho  town  appropriated  $800  to  establish 
this  school.  Owing  to  the  time  taken  to  arrange  the  preliminary 
steps,  the  school  was  not  opened  until  the  12th  of  May,  1852. 
On  the  day  of  examination,  seventy-three  candidates  presented 
themselves.  A  series  of  eighty  questions  was  prepared,  and  sub- 
divided as  follows,  viz: — Twenty  in  arithmetic,  twenty  in  geog- 
raphy, twenty  in  grammar  and  twenty  in  spelling.  Fifty-one 
were  admitted,  having  returned  tho  most  correct  answers.  Thus 
was  the  High  School  organized  under  the  charge  of  Asa 

land  of  Mono*  Curtis,  westerly  in  part  on  land  of  "William  Vcscy,  and  partly  on 
land  of  tho  lato  Deacon  renniman,  and  northerly  in  part  by  Mill  street,  no 
called,  and  partly  on  said  land  of  Deacon  renniman."  This  house  was  former- 
ly owned  by  tho  lato  elder  Froderick  Hani  wick,  ami  is  now  in  possession  of  Mr. 
Charles  H.  Spear,  ami  is  located  on  tho  westerly  sido  of  tho  street,  a  fow  rods 
south  of  his  residence. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  we  will  jjivo  tho  streets  where  all  of  tho  earlier 
ministers  of  tho  First  Church  resided,  viz  :— Rev.  William  Tompson,  Henry 
Flint  and  the  Itov.  Peter  Whitney,  owned  and  occupied  estates  located  on  Sea, 
now  called  Chestnnt  street  ;  Flint  and  Whitney  were  on  tho  east  side,  and 
Tompson  on  the  west.  Hcv.  John  Hancock  and  Briant  resided  on  tho  Hancock 
lot,  where  tlio  Adams  Academy  now  stands.  Rev.  Mr.  Wibinl,  not  being 
marriod,  ltoardod  at  Mr.  Thomson  Jlaxtor's,  whose  houso  was  located  ou 
Canal  street. 
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Wellington,  Esq.,  who  taught  this  school  three  years.  lie  still 
continues  to  reside  in  the  town.  Miss  C.  It.  H  urges*  was  tho 
first  female  assistant,  and  was  employed  in  tho  year  1854.  Mr. 
Harrison  A.  Keith,  the  present  teacher,  began  his  connection 
with  the  school  as  teacher  in  18G8,  and  still  continues  to  offi- 
ciate as  such,  having  been  principal  longer  than  any  other  ono 
person. 


PRIVATE  SCHOOLS. 


The  first  private  school  for  boys,  that  we  have  any  definite 
account  of,  was  taught  by  Mr.  Joseph  Marsh,  the  son  of  the  Hcv. 
Mr.  Marsh,  the  fourth  minister  of  the  First  Church.  This  was  a 
classical  school  where  young  men  were  fitted  for  college,  and 
was  kept  in  the  North  Precinct  of  Hraintrce,  in  the  house  after- 
wards owned  by  Mr.  Frederick  Ilardwick,  senior,  on  Franklin 
Rtrcet.  This  institution  Avas  carried  on  between  tho  years 
1740-60.  Among  those  prepared  for  college  at  this  school,  were 
President  John  Adams,  Zabdiel  Adams,  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  and 
others. 

In  183(3,  Dr.  Cornell  erected  on  School  street,  a  building  for  a 
school.  Through  Dr.  Cornell's  adaptability  for  teaching,  he  was 
able  to  establish  a  very  successful  and  noted  educational  institu- 
tion. So  popular  did  bis  school  become,  that  pupils  from  the 
various  States  and  Provinces  were  to  be  found  within  this  noted 
school-room.  Owing  to  the  illness  of  Mrs.  Cornell,  the  Doctor 
was  obliged  to  relinquish  it.  His  residence  and  school-house  was 
sold  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Curtis,  who  for  some  years,  or  until  he 
recently  gave  up  business,  occupied  the  school-house  as  a  boot 
manufactory.  Tho  building  has  recently  been  moved  back  on 
Gay  street,  and  converted  into  a  dwelling-house. 

Mr.  William  Seavcr,  about  1820,  kept  a  private  school  in 
Quincy.  Subsequently  Mr.  Seaver  became  quite  a  noted  teacher 
of  the  public  schools,  and  for  years  taught  in  the  Centro  District. 
Other  private  schools  for  boys  have  been  kept  in  tho  town. 

The  first  private  school  for  females  taught  in  this  town,  was 
by  Mrs.  Margaret  Flint,  consort  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Flint,  ono  of 
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the  first  ministers  of  the  First  Chureh.  Madam  Flint  was  pecu- 
liarly adapted  for  teaching,  and  her  school  became  so  noted  that 
many  young  ladies  from  Boston  and  other  places  were  found 
among  her  pupils.  This  school  was  kept  at  her  residence  on 
the  easterly  side  of  Chestnut  street,  located  about  one  hundred 
feet  north  of  the  junction  of  Chestnut  with  Canal  street.  This 
building  was  some  years  since  taken  down. 

Some  fifty  years  ago,  a  select  school  for  females  was  kept  in 
town  by  the  Miss  Marstons,  whore  the  elite  of  Quincy  and  Bos- 
ton sent  their  daughters  for  a  refined  education.  This  school 
was  kept  in  the  Marston  house,  which  stood  on  School  street, 
where  the  St.  John's  Catholic  Church  is  now  located,  and  was 
burnt  some  years  ago.  Some  of  the  pupils  that  attended  this 
school  are  still  living. 

About  183G,  Miss  Elizabeth  Torrey  opened  a  young  ladies' 
school,  on  School  street  in  the  old  and  curious  Apthorp  house, 
which  has  been  taken  down.  Afterwards  the  school  was  re- 
moved to  the  old  Burrcll  house,  which  stood  near  the  corner  of 
Hancock  and  Granite  streets,  on  the  site  where  the  Robertson 
House  now  stands.  To  her  school  tho  principal  families  of 
Quincy  sent  their  daughters  for  an  ornamental  and  useful  edu- 
cation. Many  of  her  pupils  are  still  living  to  testify  to  the  faith- 
fulness of  their  favorite  and  much-respected  teacher. 

The  Itev.  John  D.  Wells  erected  a  building  for  school  pur- 
poses on  Grecnleaf  street,  where  he  opened  and  carried  on  a  very 
successful  privato  school.  On  his  removal  from  Quincy,  Misses 
Wright  and  French  assumed  charge  of  this  school,  and  it  con- 
tinues prosperous  under  their  judicious  management. 

Dame  schools  have  been  kept  by  Mrs.  Bass,  Burrcll,  Wild, 
Nightingale,  Packard,  Savil,  llardwick  and  others. 


ENDOWED  INSTITUTIONS. 


In  1822,  tho  venerable  John  Adams,  Ex-President  of  tho 
United  States,  by  deeds,1  gave  to  the  town  in  trust,  211  acres  of 

I,  Tho  following  aro  extracts  takon  from  tho  dcedti  of  gift  of  Mr.  Adams  to 
tho  town  of  Quincy,  in  reference  to  tho  Academy:— 
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various  kinds  of  land,  besides  t  wo  pieces  of  cedar  swamp  the 
number  of  acres  not  enumerated,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a 
classical  school  of  a  high  order  in  his  native  town,  when  in  the 
opinion  of  the  supervisors  the  fund  had  accumulated  to  a  suffi- 
cient amount  for  its  erection. 

June  24th,  18G0,  in  the  judgment  of  the  supervisors,  the  fund 
had  increased  to  the  amount,  that  would  authori/.e  them  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  construction  of  the  building,  although  four  previous 
efforts  had  been  made  to  erect  a  suitable  edifice,  first  in  Oct., 
1832;  in  184C;  again  in  1850;  and  a  fourth  time  in  1800; 
which  were  not  successful.  After  suitable  measures  had  been 
taken  in  securing  estimates  ami  plans,  and  the  cost  was  found  to 
bo  within  the  limits  of  the  inereasod  fund,  they  immediately 
began  the  work  in  1800,  by  breaking  ground  over,  or  on,  the 
cellar  of  the  old  residenco  of  the  He  v.  John  Hancock,  father  of 
John  Hancock,  the  renowned  patriot  of  the  Revolutionary  war  of 
1775.  In  this  house  John  Hancock,  first  President  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  was  born.  This  building  in  accordance  with  the 
directions  of  the  bequest  was  built  of  stone  with  brick  trim- 
mings, and  completed  in  Jan.,  1871,  at  a  cost  of  $28,807.00,  and 
was  opened  for  the  reception  of  pupils  in  September  1872,  under 
the  able  superintendence  of  the  late  W.  R.  Pimmock,  LL.D. 

"That  all  the  future  rents  and  emolument**  arising  from  said  land,  be  applied 
to  the'support  of  a  school  for  the  teaching  of  tho  Gr«»k  and  Latin  languages, 
and  any  other  languages,  art*  and  sciences,  which  a  majority  of  the  ministers, 
magistrates,  lawyers  and  physicians,  inhabiting  in  tho  said  town,  may  advise." 
*  *  *  "Thalus  soon  as  tho  fuuils  will  Im  siillicianl,  a  school- master 
should  bo  procured,  learned  in  tho  Greek  and  Itoman  languages,  and  if  thought 
advisable,  the  Hebrew,  not  to  make  learned  Hebricians,  but  to  teach  such 
young  men  as  choose  to  learn  the  Hebrew  Alphabet,  tho  rudiments  of  the  He- 
brew Grammar,  and  the  use  of  the  Hebrew  Grammar  and  Lcxicoii,  that  in 
after  life  they  may  pursue  the  study  to  what  extent  they  may  please.  Hut  I 
hope  tho  future  masters  will  not  think  mo  too  presumptuous,  if  I  ailvisothem  to 
begin  their  lessons  in  Greek  and  Hebrew,  by  compelling  their  pupils  to  tako 
their  |>ons  and  write,  over  and  ovor  again,  copies  of  tho  Greok  and  Hebrew 
alphabets,  in  all  their  variety  of  characters,  until  they  are  perfect  masters  of 
thoso  alphabets  and  characters.  This  will  be  as  good 'an  exercise  in  cblrograpby 
as  any  they  can  use,  and  will  stamp  those  alphabets  and  characters  upon  their 
tender  minds  and  vigorous  memories  so  deeply  that  tho  impression  will  never 
wear  out,  and  will  onablo  them  at  any  period  of  their  future  lives,  to  study 
thoso  languages  to  any  oxtont  with  great  case." 


Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


schools. 


343 


It  begun  with  twenty-three  pupils,  six  of  whom  were  from  Quin- 
cy.  In  1877  it  numbered  150  seliolars.  Owing  to  this  large 
increase,  it  was  found  necessary  to  erect  another  building  of 
wood,  (which  is  temporary,)  a  few  feet  north  of  the  Academy. 
Even  in  these  hard  times  of  financial  embarrassment,  there  are 
about  one  hundred  students  connected  with  it. 

The  design  of  the  institution,  is  to  prepare  boys  to  enter  the 
l»est  American  colleges.  The  course  of  instruction  is  four  years. 
The  tuition,  together  with  the  endowment  fund,  enables  the  trus- 
tees to  employ  able  teachers.  The  school  has  become  so  ]>o|>- 
ular,  that  within  its  classic  walls  can  be  found  students  from 
many  States  of  the  Union.  The  progress  of  this  Academy  has 
Inieti  more  successful  than  its  most  ardent  friends  anticipated; 
and  very  remarkably  so,  too,  if  we  take  into  consideration  that  it 
came  into  immediate  and  direct  competition  with  three  of  the 
oldest  and  well-established  institutions  for  the  qualification  of 
young  men  to  enter  the  most  noted  colleges  in  New  England  ; 
such  schools  as  Andover,  Exeter,  ami  not  the  least  among  them, 
the  IJoslon  Latin  School.  Andover,  Kxetcr,  IJoston  Latin  School 
and  Adams  Academy  arc  now  the  great  feeders  to  two  of  the 
oldest  and  most  noted  universities  in  the  country,  Harvard  and 
Yale;  standing  in  the  same  relation  to  them,  that  Eaton,  Kugby, 
Harrow  and  other  great  schools  of  England  do  to  the  celebrated 
English  colleges  of  Cambridge  and  Oxford.  Founder's  day  is 
yearly  celebrated  in  honor  of  the  birthday  of  llm  generous 
donor,  which  occurred  Oct,  10th,  17:$f».  In  accordance  with  the 
desire  of  Air.  Adams,  his  fragmentary  library,  presented  by  him 
to  the  town,  has  been  deposited  in  the  hall  of  this  educational 
building.  This  flourishing  institution  is  now  under  the  tempo- 
rary charge  of  Professor  Everett,  of  Harvard. 

Perhaps  the  reason  why  Mr.  Adams  did  proscribe  Meta- 
physics in  the  course  of  instruction  for  the  Academy,  was  that 
he  considered  it  a  too  speculative  or  imaginary  science,  as  in 
one  of  his  letters  lie  says : — "  Metaphysics  I  would  leave  in  the 
clouds,  with  the  materialists  and  spiritualists;  or,  if  permitted 
to  be  read,  it  should  be  with  romances  and  novels." 

Although  he  was  a  great  admirer  of  classic  authors,  yet,  his 
opinion  of  old  Plato's  works  was  not  very  flattering,  as  the  fol- 
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lowing  comment  on  this  writer,  written  to  Thomas  Jefferson, 
July  16th,  1814,  will  illustrate  :— 

M  I  am  glad  you  have  seriously  read  Plato,  ami  still  more 
rejoiced  to  find  that  your  reflections  upon  him  so  perfectly  har- 
monize with  mine.  Some  thirty  years  ago,  I  took  upon  me  the 
task  of  going  through  all  his  works.  With  the  help  of  two  Lat- 
in translations  and  one  Kuglish,  and  one  French  translation,  and 
comparing  some  of  the  most  remarkahle  passages  with  the  <  J  reek, 
I  labored  through  the  tedious  toil.  My  disappointment  was 
very  great,  my  astonishment  was  greater,  and  my  disgust  was 
shocking.  Two  things  only  did  I  learn  from  him.  First,  that 
Franklin's  idea  of  exempting  husbandmen,  mariners,  &c.t  from 
the  depredations  of  war  were  borrowed  from  him ;  and  secondly 
that  sneezing  is  a  cure  for  the  hiccough.  Accordingly,  I  cured 
myself  and  all  my  friends  of  that  provoking  disorder  for  thirty 
years,  with  ft  pinch  of  snuff." — Adams'  Works,  Vol.  X,  p.  103. 

A  large  trust  fund  has  been  given  to  Quincy  for  the  purpose 
of  founding  and  establishing  a  female  institute.  The  fund  at 
this  time,  1878,  amounts  to  177,81  (i.78.  This  generous  gift  was 
iHMjueathcd  by  the  late  Dr.  Kbene/.er  Woodward,  a  worthy  and 
respected  practicing  physician  of  the  town  who  died  without 
issue  in  1869.  At  the  time  of  his  decease  the  town  received  by 
this  gift  something  over  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  accu- 
mulation of  which  makes  the  above  specified  sum.  At  the  death 
of  the  two  remaining  children  of  tho  late  Thomas  Groenloaf, 
some  thousands  of  dollars  more  will  be  added.  This  instituto 
is  to  be  exclusively  for  the  refined  and  useful  education  of  young 
misses  and  ladies  between  the  ages  of  ten  and  twenty  years; 
none  but  those  who  are  born  in  the  town  of  Quincy  will  bo 
allowed  to  receive  the  benefits  of  this  female  institute.  The 
management,  and  all  the  internal  regulations  of  it,  are  to  bo 
under  the  control  of  the  settled  clergymen  of  the  town,  includ- 
ing the  Catholic.  The  minister  of  the  Unitarian  Church  is  to  Ikj 
the  perpetual  chairman  of  the  board  of  managers.  For  tho  bet- 
ter information  of  the  inhabitants  of  Quincy  we  give  in  a 
note,  that  part  of  the  will  which  relates  to  this  subject.1 

1.    "I  give  and  bequeath  to  tho  town  of  Quincy,  in  the  Conimou  wealth  of 
MiuuiucliiuKtUi,  and  Couuly  of  Norfolk,  in  its  cornoruto  capacity,  all  iny  real 
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The  number  of  public  schools  in  Braintrco  is  fifteen,  (except- 
ing the  High  School),  subdivided  as  follows: — Pond  (Jrammar, 
Intcriucdiatc  and  Primary  ;  Union  Grammar,  Intermediate  and 
Primary;  Iron  Works  (I  ram  mar,  Intermediate  and  Primary; 
Kaat,  Middle,  South-east,  South,  South-west  and  West  District 
Schools;  all  of  which  are  under  the  management  of  female 
teachers.  These  schools  are  attended  by  over  six  hundred 
scholars.  The  High  School  is  the  only  school  in  Braintree  that 
is  under  the  superintendence  of  a  male  teacher,  and  is  kept  in 

estate  in  Uio  town  of  Quincy,  ami  all  the  pews  I  mar  own  in  various  meeting- 
houses or  churches  in  and  out  of  town  at  my  death,  with  the  exception  of  the 
homestead  where  I  now  live,  the  portion  of  the  farm  of  the  late  Daniel  Qreen- 
lenf  to  lie  hereinafter  described,  and  pew  No.  68  in  the  Stone  Temple,  as  a  fund 
for  tho  purposes  to  Ira  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  be  disposed  of  or  kept,  M  the 
town  may  think  pro|icr;  tho  sales,  together  with  the  rents,  profits  and  income 
from  whalevnr  source  obtained,  to  Ira  kept  as  a  perpetual  fund,  guaranteed  by 
tho  town  with  six  per  cent  interest  forever,  for  the  purposo  to  be  hereinafter 
montionod,  viz: — Whonevcr  tho  incomo  from  tho  foregoing  bequest  shall  be 
sufficient,  in  tho  opinion  of  the  managers  of  said  fund,  or  at  loast  within 
twenty-five  years  after  my  decoase,  they  shall  establish  and  continue  for  the 
town  of  Quiucy  forever,  a  female  institute,  for  the  education  of  females  between 
the  ages  of  ten  and  twenty  years,  who  are  native  born,  (I  wish  it  to  be  under- 
stood, in  tho  town  of  Quiucy,  and  none  other  than  those  to  be  allowod  to  attend 
this  institute,)  which  I  wish  to  be  as  perfect  and  as  well  conducted  as  any  othor 
in  tho  State. 

"Tho  property  which  I  bequeath  to  tho  town  of  Quiucy,  for  these  purposes,  is 
to  be  perpetually  managod  by  tho  Selectmen  of  said  towu,  together  with  tho 
Clerk  and  Treasurer,  for  tho  host  advantage  of  said  town,  and  said  institute. 

"  Whenever  tho  town  of  Quiucy  becomes  a  city,  then  the  government  of  said 
city  to  have  the  management  of  said  property  for  the  benefit  of  said  city,  to 
Ira  used  according  to  the  directions  of  this  will  and  for  the  purpose  herein 
mentioned. 

"  I  would  recommend  that  the  said  town,  or  city,  as  tho  caso  may  be,  should 
chooso  a  committeo  from  time  to  time,  to  confer  with  tho  above-named  oQlcors 
concerning  tho  best  modo  of  managing  said  property,  and  to  see  that  it  is  not 
wasted  or  lost 

"The  management  of  said  institute  or  school,  so  far  as  tho  selection  of  in- 
structors and  the  studios  to  be  pursued  and  all  internal  regulations,  to  be  and  to 
remain  under  the  direction  of  the  following  gentlemen  forevor,  viz:— The  sev- 
eral ordainrd  and  soltlod  ministers  of  tho  town,  or  city,  as  may  be,  and  all 
settled  ministers  to  bo  added  to  tho  committee,  from  liiuo  to  time,  as  thoy  bo- 
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the  Town  IIouso  building,1  with  an  average  attendance  of  fifty- 
two  pupils  in  summer  and  fifty-nine  in  winter,  and  is  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Charles  E.  Stetson. 

Appropriation  for  schools,  $7,062.73;  incidental  expenses  for 
schools,  $110.23.  These  suras  are  beside  the  Coddington  and 
other  school  funds  combined.  The  income  of  the  school  fund 
for  the  year  1877,  was  $408.92.  The  whole  amount  of  school 
property  of  Brain  tree  in  1875,  was  $5{f),000. 

A  little  north  of  the  Town  Hall,  nearly  adjoining  that  estate, 
stands  the  Thayer  Academy,  a  commodious  and  well-arranged 
edifice,  built  of  brick  with  stone  trimmings;  a  living  monu- 
ment to  the  great  liberality  of  the  late  Brigadier-General  of  the 
United  States  Army,  Sylvanus  Thayer,  a  native  of  Braintree. 
Mr.  Thayer,  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  bequeathed  to  his  native 
town  $200,000  as  a  fund  to  establish  a  literary  institution  of  a 

come  residents  of  Quinoy.  I  mean  the  Catholic,  as  well  as  Protestant,  and  all 
who  are  settled  for  one  or  more  years  and  reside  in  the  town  of  Quincy.  I  wish 
no  sectarianism  taught  in  tho  institute,  leaving  that  to  parents  and  the  pastor 
of  their  choico.  The  seuior  pastor  of  the  Stone  Temple  is  to  bo  perpetual  chair- 
man of  said  board,  or  committee. 

"I  wish  all  tho  ornamental,  us  well  us  useful,  bruuehes  of  learning  tuught  in 
the  institute  or  school,  which  are  taught  in  auy  other  similar  institute  iu  tho 

"  The  said  Institute  is  to  be  located  on  land  given  by  said  donor  to  the  town 
of  Quincy.  My  present  opinion  is  that  tho  most  proper  location  is  nearly  oppo- 
site the  Haucock  lot,  on  the  farm  of  tho  late  Daniel  Greeuleaf;  but  the  said 
committee,  with  the  Selectmen,  Town  Clerk  aud  Treasurer,  are  to  decide  on 
what  part  of  said  farm  tho  location  shall  be. 

"  If  tho  town  of  Quincy  refuse  to  accept  the  above  property  upon  tho  terms 
horuiu  spocillod,  or  fuil  to  comply  with  the  words  and  iutuiil  of  this  will,  us 
determined  by  good  judges,  or  should  surreuder  the  property,  or  use  it  for  any 
other  purpose  than  contemplated  in  this  will,  then  I  bequeath  tho  said  property 
to  the  trustees  of  Dartmouth  College,  to  be  used  by  them  in  the  manner  they 
may  think  best,  for  the  promotion  of  science  and  literature." 

1.  The  Town  House  is  a  noble  structure  built  of  wood,  on  about  five  acres  of 
laud  presented  to  the  town  by  the  liberal  aud  generous  donor,  Mr.  Josiah  French, 
a  native  of  the  town,  aud  is  located  in  South  Bruiutree.  On  the  same  site  is 
erected  a  (loo  Soldiers'  Monument,  uud  thoThuyur  1'ublic  Library  building. 

This  Town  Mull,  where  the  citizens  meet  for  the  transacting  of  tho  town's 
business,  was  publicly  dedicated  July  '20lh,  185S.  A  procession  comprised  of 
its  citizens,  the  public  schools,  tho  Governor  and  other  distinguished  guests,  took 
part  in  the  ceremonies.  The  address  was  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Charles  If. 
Adams  of  Quincy.   Tho  buildiug  when  completed,  cost  tho  town,  gl 5,000. 
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high  grade,  provided  that  the  town  would  appropriate  an  addi- 
tional amount  of  $20,000.   This  the  town  agreed  to  do. 

In  1877,  the  trustees  found  that  the  accumulation  of  the  fund, 
together  with  what  the  town  had  given,  amounted  to  about 
$260,000.  This  they  considered  sufficient  for  the  construction 
of  the  academy ;  work  was  immediately  begun  and  the  building 
soon  erected  at  a  cost  of  about  $60,000.  The  academy  was 
opened  Wednesday,  Sept.  12th,  1877,  for  the  reception  of  pupils 
under  the  superintendence  of  Professor  J.  B.  Sewall,  of  Bow- 
doin  College,  and  two  assistants,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Pitkin  and  Miss 
Anna  B.  Thompson.  Ninety-six  candidates  were  examined,  of 
whom  thirty-five  were  admitted;  of  this  thirty-five,  four  did  not 
join  the  class  and  four  returned  to  the  High  School. 

Whothcr  thiB  is  a  free  endowed  institution  to  the  four  towns 
formerly  comprising  the  old  township  of  Brain  tree,  viz:— Hol- 
brook,  Randolph,  Quincy  and  Braintree,  we  are  unable  to  say. 
Braintree,  at  the  time  she  gave  the  $20,000,*  in  conformity  with 
the  design  of  tho  donor,  towards  its  support,  considered  it  was ; 
but  the  trustees,  after  the  construction  of  the  building,  informed 
the  town  that  it  was  not.  This  so  incensed  her  citizens  that  a 
town  meeting  was  called  to  talk  matters  over.  The  question 
was  finally  left  as  unsatisfactory  as  it  was  at  the  beginning  of 
the  controversy,  and  that  was  that  the  town  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  On  the  part  of  tho  trustees  it  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  an 
optional  institution  in  reference  to  the  tuition ;  that  is,  if  tho 
pupils  from  the  four  towns  referred  to,  will  give  notice  to  tho 
principal  at  the  opening  of  the  school,  that  they  are  to  be  consid- 
ered candidates  for  a  freo  scholarship,  and  make  sufficient  profi- 
ciency in  their  studies  and  are  exemplary  in  their  conduct  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  trustees,  no  tuition  will  be  charged.  "  The 
number  of  the  freo  scholarships  is  not  limited,  and  it  is  intended 
to  make  the  conditions  of  obtaining  them  such  as  will  rmt  thorn 
within  reach  of  every  youth  of  good  averago  capacity  and  faith- 
ful application,  and  thus  to  hold  out  the  strongest  possible  in- 

1.  Mr.  Thayer's  request  in  his  will  desiring  Braintree  to  appropriate  820,000, 
was  merely  for  choice  of  location ;  if  she  refused,  then  it  was  to  go  to  any  of  tho 
other  towns  that  would  comply  with  this  requisition  \n  accordance  with  tho 
seniority  of  their  incorporation. 
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ccntive  to  a  right  use  of  tho  opportunities  afforded  by  the  acad- 
emy." A  tuition  fee  of  thirty  dollars  will  be  demanded  of  all 
students  from  Quincy,  Nolbrook,  Randolph  and  Braintree,  who 
do  not  thus  earn  a  free  scholarship.1  A  curriculum  of  four  years 
has  been  adopted  by  the  trustees.  The  design  of  tho  institution 
is  to  give  a  finished,  thorough  and  solid  education  to  both  sexes, 
and  also  to  prepare  all  who  may  desire  to  enter  college. 


RANDOLPH  SCHOOLS. 


Randolph  has  made  ample  provisions  for  tho  education  of  her 
youth.  There  are  nineteen  schools  established  within  her  limits, 
two  of  which  are  taught  by  male  teachers — one  thirteen  weeks 
and  the  other  twenty-five  weeks;  the  remaining  numbers  are 
kept  by  females.  Thirteen  of  these  schools  are  kept  thirty- 
eight  weeks;  two,  thirteen  weeks;  one,  twenty-five  weeks;  one, 
twenty-three  weeks.  Thero  are  seven  school-houses,  valued  at 
$32,950.  In  1870,  seven  hundred  and  oightcen  pupils  nttendod 
these  nurseries  of  education.  There  is  also  a  high  school,  which 
is  partly  endowed  and  partly  supported  by  taxation.  This  is 
called  the  Stetson  High  School,  in  honor  of  the  late  Amasa 
Stetson,  a  worthy  citizen  of  Dorchester,  now  Ward  24,  Bos- 
ton, who  gave  $10,000,  the  income  of  which  was  to  bo  used 
towards  the  support  of  a  school  of  a  high  grade  for  boys.  To 
make  this  a  high  school,  so  that  it  will  meet  the  requirements 
of  tho  statute  of  the  State  in  establishing  a  school  of  this  grade, 
the  town  makes  yearly  appropriations  of  certain  sums,  which  are 

1.  The  will  of  the  founder  contains  the  following  provisions:— "J  direct 
•  •  •  that  such  and  so  many  free  scholars  as  my  trustees  may  deem 
proper,  be  educated  without  any  charge  for  their  tuiUon ;  provided  tbat  every 
such  free  scholar  shall  have  been  born  in  said  Quincy,  Braintree  or  Randolph; 
or,  if  not  born  thore,  that  one  or  both  of  hit*  or  hor  parents  shall  ro»ido  in  ono  of 
said  towns  at  the  time  of  bis  or  hor  admission,  and  during  his  or  hor  continu- 
ance as  a  pupil  of  said  academy;  aud  in  deciding  on  the  admission  of  such  free 
scholars,  I  request  that  those  may  be  preferred  whom  my  trustees  may  deem 
most  capable  and  most  industrious—  most  advanced  in  learning  and  most  wor- 
thy, without  regard  to  tho  pecuniary  circumstances  of  their  parents  or  guar- 
dians." 
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raised  by  taxation,  to  admit  young  ladies,  which  answers  the 
purpose.  The  amount  raised  by  the  town  last  year  for  this 
school,  was  $950.  This  mixed  support  enables  the  town  of  Ran- 
dolph to  sustain  a  high  school  of  seventy-three  pupils,  under  tho 
direction  of  a  principal  and  an  assistant.  This  educational  insti- 
tution is  kept  in  rooms  prepared  for  it  in  tho  Town  Hall  build- 
ing.1 The  total  amount  of  money  raised  and  paid  for  the  schools 
of  Randolph,  for  the  year  1877,  was  as  follows,  viz: — For  teach- 
ing, $6,580.77  ;  for  the  Stetson  High  School,  $950,  (this  is  exclu- 
sive of  the  income  of  the  endowed  fund  of  $10,000) ;  for  fuel, 
$308.10;  for  caro  of  school-rooms,  $104.75;  for  miscellaneous 
expenses,  $1,920.89 ;  total,  $10,224.57.    Besides  this  amount 

1.  The  Town  Hall  is  a  fine,  commodious  edifice,  built  of  wood,  at  a  cost  of 
$10,000,  and  is  called  Stetson  Hall,  in  commemoration  of  the  Hon.  A  ma* a 
Stetson,  who  presented  it  to  tbo  town,  together  with  the  fund  for  the  school. 
Tho  hall  was  formally  dedicated  in  1842.  In  it  is  to  be  seen  a  life-like  portrait, 
by  Frothingham  of  Charlostown,  of  its  generous  and  munificent  donor,  no 
also  presented  the  town  with  8100  to  build  a  face-wall  around  the  old  North 
Cemetery,  where  his  parents  were  buried.  A  Bhort  titno  after  the  establishment 
of  tho  school,  a  pleasant  episode  occurred.  One  pleasant  winter  day,  the 
teacher,  with  his  pupils,  concluded  to  visit  their  old  friend  at  Dorchester,  who 
had  so  munificently  endowed  a  school  for  them.  They  procured  a  suitable 
vehicle  for  the  purpose,  and  started  off  with  all  the  exuberance  of  youthful 
glee.  On  arriving  at  Dorchester  they  were  received  with  the  accustomed  hospi- 
tality of  Mr.  Stetson.  After  a  short,  pleasant  and  social  interview,  they  parted 
with  their  generous  benefactor  by  wishing  hlra  ranowed  health,  and  giving  him 
three  hearty  cheers,  that  made  the  welkin  ring. 

Amasa  Stetson  was  the  son  of  John  Stetson,  who  married  Rachel  Paine,  of 
Randolph.  Amasa  was  born  in  Randolph,  March  20th,  170!),  and  married  Re- 
becca Kettell,  of  Boston,  Angust  21st,  1798.  Mr.  Stetson  began  life  as  a  poor 
boy,  and  learned  the  shoe-maker's  trade.  He  afterwards  went  to  Boston,  where 
he  connected  himself  with  his  brother  Samuel  in  tho  shoo  business.  By  strict 
economy  and  close  application,  he  here  laid  the  foundation  of  his  large  fortune. 
In  the  war  of  1812,  ho  was  appointed  by  President  Madison  to  the  office  of 
Commissary  for  the  District  of  Massachusetts,  and  was  also  choson  by  the 
Democrat*  as  State  Senator.  During  his  life,  he  manifested  his  liberality  by 
his  donations  to  his  native  town,  and  tho  town  of  Dorchester,  his  adopted  place 
of  residence,  where  he  presented  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hall's  church  with  a  fine  clock 
which  cost  8700.  In  the  town  of  Stetson,  in  Maine,  which  was  named  after 
him,  he  had  a  church  constructed  for  the  use  of  all  denominations.  It  is  some- 
what singular  that  the  first  time  the  bell  of  this  church  was  tolled,  was  for  his 
death.  Mr.  Stetson's  death  occurred  Aug.  2d,  1844,  aged  75  years,  4  months 
and  0  days,  and  he  lies  buried  in  the  Dorchester  biirying-ground.  Mr.  Stetson 
died  without  iaaue,  and  left  a  large  forluno  of  over  8500,000. 
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raised  by  the  town  was  the  income  of  the  Coddington  fund,  of 
$1,600,  in  the  treasury,  and  swamp  land  in  Quincy  valued  at 
$500.  Town  appropriation  for  schools,  $9,550.  The  whole 
amount  of  school  property  in  Randolph  in  1875,  was  $32,950. 


IIOLBROOK  SCHOOLS. 


The  number  of  scholars  attending  the  various  schools  in 
the  town  of  Holbrook,  for  the  year  1876,  was  as  follows,  viz:— 
Sumner  Hill  Grammar  School,  65;  Sumner  Grammar,  38; 
Sumner  Intermediate,  59 ;  Brookville  Intermediate,  35 ;  Brook- 
ville  Primary,  45;  Franklin  Primary,  111  ;  Lincoln,  mixed,  50; 
Roberta,  mixed,  50.  Total,  453.  Since  1876,  the  Sumner  High 
School  has  been  established  and  placed  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  C.  II.  Goldthwaitc. 

The  town  appropriated  $5,000  for  school  expenses  for  the 
same  year. 
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At  the  annual  meeting,  in  1871,  the  town  of  Quincy  voted  to 
appropriate  $2,500  and  the  dog  tax,  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
ing a  free  library,  provided  that  an  equal  sum  should  be  raised 
by  private  subscription.  In  accordance  with  this  provision,  tho 
town  was  divided  into  districts,  and  committees  appointed  in 
them  to  solicit  subscriptions. 

By  this  method  the  committee  was  successful  in  collecting  by 
voluntary  contribution  $2,694.87,  in  suras  ranging  from  ten  cents 
to  two  hundred  dollars,  from  all  ages  aud  classes,  which  insured 
its  success.  This  amount,  with  what  the  town  had  appropriated, 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  the  sum  of  $7,230.37,  to 
begin  the  library  with. 

The  trustees  selected  a  large  room  in  the  Adams  Academy, 
as  it  had  been  offered  them,  free  of  rent,  as  the  location  for  the 
free  public  library.  After  considerable  delay  and  disappoint- 
ment in  preparing  the  rooms  for  the  reception  of  the  books,  the 
trustees  were  finally  able  to  open  tho  reading  room  on  Dec.  4th, 
1871.  They  began  the  circulation  of  books  on  the  eleventh  of 
the  same  month.  In  the  first  forty-three  days  the  circulation  of 
books  amounted  to  7,050  volumes,  which  was  of  an  average  of 
about  104  per  day.  The  library  began  with  4,607  volumes,  of 
which  number  2,458  were  presented  to  it,  and  2,149  purchased ; 
the  library  continued  to  increase  until  it  now  contains  11,000 
volumes. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  institution  the  largest  donor 
WHS  the  lion.  Charles  F.  Adams,  who  presented  the  trustees 
with  a  valuable  collection  of  congressional  and  other  important 
public  documents,  which  comprised  1,650  volumes,  making  this 
rural  library  very  strong  in  this  department  of  literature.  In 
connection  with  this  gift,  tho  managers  also  received  from  tho 
Quincy  Lyceum,  227  volumes;  from  the  Adams'  Literary  Asso- 
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ciation,  215;  from  the  Quincy  Agricultural  library,  182;  and 
from  the  Quincy  Book  Club,  24  books  and  625  periodicals.  So 
great  was  the  interest  of  the  citizens  for  its  suecess,  that  at  the 
opening  of  the  reading  room,  it  was  supplied  with  all  its  reading 
matter  at  the  expense  of  private  individuals. 

In  1874,  the  trustees  of  the  library  were  notified  that  the 
room  in  the  Academy  building  was  wanted  for  the  use  of  the 
school.  In  accordance  with  this  notification,  the  trustees 
engaged  the  unoccupied  Congregational  Church,  on  the  corner 
of  Canal  and  Hancock  streets,  to  which  place  the  library  was 
moved  on  the  8th  of  July.  Owing  to  some  necessary  delay  in 
classifying  and  re-arranging  the  books,  the  library  was  not 
re-opened  until  Sept.  16th,  1874.  The  Quincy  Public  Library  is 
the  largest  in  Norfolk  county,  with  the  exception  of  Brookline ; 
and  if  the  increased  circulation  of  1878  continues,  it  will  exceed 
that  in  this  respect. 

During  the  year  1877,  the  number  of  books  borrowed  amounted 
to  45,637,  which  was  the  largest  since  the  library  was  opened. 


Number  of  days  opened  to  the  public,  295 

Average  daily  issue  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  174 

Average  daily  issue  for  the  second  half  of  the  year,  135 

Largest  daily  issue  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  477 

Largest  dqily  issue  for  the  second  half  of  the  year,  406 

Whole  number  of  books  taken  in  the  first  half  year,  26,239 


Whole  number  of  books  taken  in  the  second  half  year,  19,398 
Number  of  persons  holding  cards  at  the  closo  of  the  year,  608 
The  yearly  circulation  of  the  books  of  the  library  have  been 
as  follows : — 

1872,  -44,755  volumes.  1875,  11  months,  34,551. 

1873,  -40,175       »  1876,  42,908. 

1874,  -36,049       «  1877,  45,637. 
Miss  Abby  L  Hails  commenced  her  duties  as  the  first  librarian 

in  December,  1871,  with  Miss  Bumpus  sis  an  assistant;  owing  to 
ill-health,  Miss  Hails  resigned  in  July,  1873.  Miss  Cora  I.Young 
succeeded  Miss  Hails,  and  occupied  the  position  as  librarian  for 
two  years,  or  until  .Septembor,  1875,  when  Miss  Mary  I.  Brooks 
of  the  Boston  Public  Library,  assumed  charge  She  remained 
about  one  year,  when  she  resigned  and  returned  to  the  Boston 


Digitized  by  Google 


rUHMC  LIIIRAftlKS, 


353 


library.  Miss  Amelia  L.  Bumpus,  tlio  faithful  assistant,  who 
hai  been  connected  with  the  library  from  its  beginning,  was  then 
engaged  by  the  trustees  to  take  charge  of  it,  and  has  been  ably 
assisted  by  Miss  Allie  G.  White. 


BRAINTREE  LIBRARY. 


Gen.  Thayer  gave  a  fund  to  the  town  of  Braintrco  for  the 
establishment  of  a  free  library.  The  building  was  completed 
during  the  spring  of  1874,  at  a  cost  of  $30,000.  This  edifice 
was  built  of  brick  with  stone  trimmings,  and  is  located  on  the 
town-house  land.  Owing  to  the  delay  of  cataloguing  and 
arranging  the  books,  the  library  was  not  opened  to  the  public 
until  Sept.  1st. 

Mr.  Thayer  also  gave  to  the  town  a  fund  of  $10,000  for  the 


improvement  of  this  institution. 

Number  of  days  opened  to  the  public,  in  1877,  253 

Circulation  of  books,  13,919 

Average  per  day,  55 

Number  of  borrowers  during  the  year,  1,417 

Whole  number  of  volumes  in  the  library,  upwards  of  3,700 

Number  added  during  the  year,  021 

Largest  number  loaned  in  any  one  day,  March  24th,  258 


Percentage  of  fiction,  72 ;  juvenile,  9 ;  higher  order,  19. 
Miss  Abbio  M.  Arnold  is  the  present  librarian. 


RANDOLPH  LIBRARY. 


The  Turner  Free  Library  is  a  fine  structure,  built  of  granite 
at  a  cost  of  $40,000.  This,  together  with  a  fund  of  $10,000,  the 
income  of  which  is  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books, 
was  presented  to  the  town  by  the  heirs  of  the  late  Col.  Royal 
Turner,  an  old,  wealthy  and  much-respected  citizen  of  Ran- 
dolph. The  building  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  services, 
April  22d,  1875.    The  library  was  opened  March  22d,  1876,  and 
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contains  six  thousand  volumes.  The  town  recently  purchased 
a  fine  portrait  of  this  generous  donor,  at  a  cost  of  $1500,  and  it 
now  adorns  the  walls  of  the  library.  The  lower  part  of  the 
building  is  occupied  by  the  Randolph  National  and  Savings 
Hanks,  for  which  the  fund  receives  an  income  of  $300,  besides 
an  additional  sum  of  $300  of  1).  B.  White,  for  rent. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  librarian's  report  will  moro 
fully  illustrate  the  practical  operations  of  this  institution: — 


Number  of  days  opened  to  the  public,  in  1877,  2G4 

Average  daily  issue  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  81 

Average  daily  issue  for  the  second  half  of  the  year,  70 

Largest  daily  issue  for  the  first  half  of  the  year,  '271 

Largest  daily  issue  for  the  second  half  of  the  year,  204 

Whole  number  issued  the  first  half  of  the  year,  10,570 

Whole  number  issued  the  second  half  of  the  year,  10,720 
Number  of  persons  holding  cards  at  the  close  of  the 

first  half  of  the  year,  1,433 

Number  of  persons  holding  cards  at  the  closo  of  the  year,  1,552 

Population  of  the  town  at  the  last  State  census,  4,004 


About  threo-fourths  of  the  circulation  is  fiction ;  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  remainder  is  history. 

Mr.  Charles  C.  Farnhara  is  the  librarian. 


HOLBROOK  LIBRARY. 


There  was  a  very  fine  library  in  Holbrook  in  1877,  but  the 
large  conflagration  which  visited  that  village  in  December  of 
that  year,  destroyed  it.  The  library  contained  2,700  books,  of 
which  330  were  loaned  at  the  time  of  the  fire,  on  Christinas 
morning,  and  consequently  saved.  The  insurance  on  the  library 
was  $3,000.  The  library  has  been  temporarily  re-opened  at  tho 
residence  of  the  librarian,  Z.  Aaron  French,  Esq.,  until  a  new 
town  hall  is  constructed.  The  appropriation  for  the  library,  in 
1877,  was  $500. 
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The  colonists,  booh  after  they  had  completed  their  civil  organ- 
ization, took  immediate  action,  by  adopting  and  making  rules 
and  regulations  for  their  better  protection  from  expected  attacks 
of  tho  Indians.  This  was  accomplished  by  forming  themselves 
into  military  companies,  consisting  of  infantry  alono  ;  afterwards 
first  pike  men,  then  troopers.  All  raalo  persons,  from  sixteen  to 
sixty  years  of  age,  were  obliged  to  do  military  duty,  and  were 
required  to  provide  themselves  with  arms  and  ammunition  at 
their  own  expense,  if  able;  if  not,  at  the  expense  of  the  town. 
"  Their  arms  of  defence  were  pikes,  muskets  and  swords.  Their 
muskets  were  of  the  matchlock,  or  firelock  description,  and  to 
each  one  of  them  was  a  pair  of  bandoleers,  or  pouches,  for  pow- 
der ami  bullets,  and  a  stick  called  a  rest,  used  in  taking  aim." 
The  matchlock  was  an  uncertain  and  troublesome  instrument  of 
warfare ;  it  had  to  be  discharged  by  a  fuse,  and  the  powder  in 
the  pan  was  liable  to  be  blown  out  by  the  wind,  and  to  get 
damp  in  wot  or  stormy  weather.  The  length  of  tho  pikes  were 
ten  feet,  besides  a  spear  at  the  end.  Tho  corslet  and  quilted 
coats  were  used  as  a  defensive  armor.  For  thoir  better  defence, 
they  were  organized  into  train-bands,  and  when  they  amounted 
to  two  hundred  men,  were  to  be  divided  into  two  companies. 
"And  it  is  further  ordered  by  tho  Court  and  the  authorities 
thereof,  that  all  Scotsmen,  Negers  and  Indians,  inhabiting  with, 
or  servant  of  tho  English,  from  the  ago  of  sixteen  to  sixty  years, 
filial  bo  listed,  and  hereby  are  enjoyncd  to  attend  traynings,  as 
well  as  the  English,  and  that  every  company  shall  have  two 
drummers;  and  it  is  further  ordered  by  tho  Court  and  tho 
authority  thereof,  and  it  is  enacted,  that  when  in  any  town  or 
plantation  within  this  jurisdiction,  the  number  of  trayned  sould- 
gcrs  listed,  and  by  law  are  to  attend  constant  trayning,  shall 
arise  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  men,  then  such  souldgcrs 
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shall  be  divided  into  two  companies."  Mass.  Ucc.,  Vol.  Ill, 
p.  208. 

"The  pike  men  were  selected  for  their  superior  strength  and 
stature;  tho  musketeers  were  to  l»e  twice  the  number  of  the 
pike  men.  Tho  officers  of  a  band  were  ft  captain,  a  lieutenant, 
an  ensign  and  four  sergeants,  The  commissioned  officer*!  carried 
swords,  partisans  (otherwise  called  leading-staves)  and,  if  they 
saw  fit,  pistols.  The  sergeants  bora  halberds;  this  instrument 
was  a  combination  of  a  spear  and  battle-axe.  At  first,  traynings 
were  ordered  to  take  place  every  Saturday,  then  every  month, 
then  eight  times  a  year."  The  honor  of  a  military  office  was 
much  esteemed.  "John  Hull,  a  thriving  Boston  merchant,  chosen 
coporal  in  1048,  praises  God  for  giving  him  acceptance  and  favor 
in  tho  eyes  of  his  people,  and  as  a  fruit  theroof,  advancement 
above  his  deserts."  (Diary  in  Archajology,  Amos,  Vol.  Ill,  p. 
145.)  When  six  years  later,  he  was  promoted  to  be  an  ensign,  he 
recorded  his  prayor,  "  beseeching  that  the  good  Lord,  who  only 
can,  would  please  to  make  me  able  and  fit  for,  and  faithful  in 
the  place  I  am  called  unto,  that  I  may  with  a  spirit  of  wisdom 
and  humility,  love  and  faithfulness,  olnsy  my  superiors,  so  also 
be  exemplary  and  faithful  to  my  inferiors."    Ibid,  147. 

The  celebrated  Indian  chief,  Kuchmakin,  or  as  most  commonly 
called,  Cutshamokin,  was  an  inhabitant  of  Braintree,  and  was 
among  the  first  of  the  noted  Indian  Sachems  of  New  Kngland, 
with  his  people,  to  attend  Mr.  Kliot's  preaching.  Previously,  ho 
had  been  opposed  to  the  English  settling  here,  but  after  consid- 
eration, lie  soon  became  reconciled  and  a  christian.  On  being 
asked  by  Mr.  Eliot,  why  he  was  so  opposed  to  his  people  becom- 
ing christians,  ho  replied  by  saying,  "  they  would  pay  him  no 
tribute"  ;  thus  standing  upon  his  dignity,  considering  that  hom- 
age was  as  much  due  him  as  chief  of  the  rude  red  men  of  his 
native  forests,  as  it  was  to  civilized  rulers.  This  noted  chief 
was  on  intimate  and  friendly  terms  with  tho  colonists,  and  was 
frecpiently  engaged  by  Gov.  Winthrop .as  arbitrator  to  conciliate 
differences  between  tho  whites  and  hostile,  as  well  as  friendly, 
Indians.  Friendly  as  tho  Indians  appeared  to  be,  still  the  gov- 
ernment was  apprehensive  and  suspicious  of  their  honesty,  well 
knowing  that  their  characteristic  disposition  was  treacherous, 
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and  therefore  they  needed  the  utmost  watchfulness.  In  1042, 
the  Court  at  Connecticut  was  informed  that  the  Indians 
had  combined  to  attempt  a  general  massacre  of  the  colonists 
soon  after  the  annual  harvest,  and  despatched  a  courier  to  the 
Massachusetts  Colony  to  notify  them  of  the  impending  danger. 
Upon  the  reception  of  this  intelligence,  Gov.  Winthrop,  (the 
General  Court  not  then  being  in  session)  notified  as  many  of  the 
magistrates  as  were  near,  to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
an  extra  session.  The  magistrates  immediately  convened,  and 
after  due  consideration,  whether  the  advice  was  reliable  or  not, 
concluded  to  call  them  together. 

Winthrop  says,  "  they  sent  out  summons  for  a  General  Court, 
to  be  kept  six  days  after,  and  in  the  mean  time,  if  it  was  thought 
fit  for  our  safety  and  to  strike  some  terror  into  the  Indians,  to 
disarm  such  as  were  within  our  jurisdiction.  Accordingly,  wo 
sent  men  to  Cutshamokin,  at  Braintree,  to  fetch  him  and  his 
guns,  bows,  etc.,  which  was  done.  He  came  willingly,  and  it 
being  late  in  the  night  when  they  reached  Boston,  he  was  put 
in  prison,  but  tho  next  morning,  finding  upon  examination  of 
him  and  divers  of  his  men,  no  ground  of  suspicion  of  his  par- 
taking in  such  conspiracy,  he  was  dismissed." 

In  1643,  Cutshamokin  with  other  chiefs,  desiring  the  protec- 
tion of  the  white  man's  government,  called  upon  the  Governor 
for  that  purpose.  The  terms  upon  which  they  wero  to  rcceivo 
this  gift  was,  that  they  should  renounce  their  religion,  and  agree 
to  the  prescribed  rules  of  the  colony  and  "  all  tho  ten  command- 
ments of  God."  After  some  consideration,  they  finally  con- 
sented. As  soon  as  they  had  become  proselytes,  they  wero 
solemnly  received  by  the  authorities,  to  whom  the  chiefs  pre- 
sented twenty-six  fathoms  of  wampum.1  Not  to  be  outdone  by 
this  act  of  courtesy  on  tho  part  of  the  Indians,  tho  Court  gavo 
"  them  a  coat  of  two  yards  of  cloth  and  their  dinner,  and  to 
them  and  every  one  of  their  men,  a  cup  of  sac  at  their  departure ; 
so  they  went  away  very  joyful,"  if  not  intoxicated. 

In  164C,  Cutshamokin  was  engaged  to  settle  the  dispute  be- 


1.  "A  fathom  of  wampum  wan  one  string  of  Indian  beads,  tlx  feet  or  a 
fathom  in  length,  which  was  valuod  at  fivo  pound*,  eight  ponco,  sterling." 
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tween  tho  Colonics  and  the  Nianticks,  a  tril>e  of  the  Narragan- 
sctts,  in  reference  to  the  tribute  they  were  to  pay  the  Colonial 
Government. 

Ammunition  was  very  scarce  in  the  Colonies  at  this  time,  and 
obtained  with  great  difficulty ;  so  much  so,  that  the  General 
Court  issued  an  order,  June  14th,  1C42,  for  the  military  com- 
panies in  each  town  to  manufacture  saltpetre  for  making  gun- 
powder.1 Martin  Saunders  was  appointed  in  Braintree  to  see 
this  order  enforced. 

In  September  following,  the  court  enacted  a  law  apportioning 
to  each  town  tho  amount  of  powder  they  were  entitled  to,  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  their  military  with  ammunition  to  pro- 
tect them  from  a  sudden  attack  of  the  Indians.  Bruintree's 
portion  was  one  barrel.*  • 

The  first  military  commander  in  Braintrcc  was  Capt.  ltobert 
Keyne,  who  was  sent  from  Boston,  to  organize  and  drill  them 
for  proper  military  duty. 

1.  "And  being  willing  to  lay  hold  on,  and  use  nil  such  means  as  God  Bhall 
direct  us  tiuto,  as  may  tend  to  the  raining  and  producing  sneh  material  amongst 
ourselves,  as  may  perfect  the  making  of  gunpowder,  the  instrumental  means 
tint  all  nations  lay  hold  on  for  their  preservation,  (having  too  much  neglected 
to  take  due  coarse,  which  we  might  have  done,)  do  order  and  decree  that  every 
plantation  within  this  Colony  Bhall  erect  an  house  in  length  about  twenty  or 
thirty  feet,  and  twenty  feet  wide,  within  one-half  year  next  coming;  into  which 
house  we  desire  and  enjoyn  the  officers  of  each  military  company  in  each  town 
to  see,  and  cause  a  sufficient  ipianlity  of  earth  by  their  company  or  otherwise, 
yearly  to  bee  carried,  and  twice  in  every  year,  or  ofteuer,  tho  earth  from  its 
foundation,  by  thorn  to  he  stirred  and  removed  from  ouo  ond  thereof  to  tho 
other,  from  the  bottom  to  tho  top,  mixiug  such  urine  of  men  aud  boosts  with 
goates',  henns',  hoggs'  and  horses'  dung,  as  shall  bo  by  the  carcfull  and  con- 
sciouable  members  of  this  Commonwealth  brought  to  bee  dispeirst  and  scat- 
tered amoungst  the  said  earth,  the  company  not  leaving  off  bringing  more  earth 
into  the  said  house  till  it  shall  come  within  two  feet  of  the  wall  plato  of  tho 
same,  and  for  the  further  improving  of  what  is  above  ordered  aud  decreed,  wo 
doclaro  that  all  such  inhabitants  of  every  town  shall  cause  urine  of  their  fam- 
ilies in  some  such  place  to  bo  put  up  and  kept,  as  that  it  may  be  in  due  timo 
brought  and  disposed  in  said  houso."    Mass.  Kcc.  Vol.  1 1,  p.  17. 

*2.  "This  court  taking  into  serious  consideration  the  present  danger  of  each 
plantation  by  the  desperate  plots  and  conspiracies  of  tho  heathen,  as  also  that 
they  might  be  furnished  with  such  stores  of  powder  as  may  preveut  any  suddon 
invasion,  have  thought  it  meet  to  supply  tho  towns  with  powdor.  Hralntroo'a 
portion,  ono  barrel." 
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The  second  in  command  was  William  Ting,  who  received  his 
commission  as  captain  of  the  company.  The  third  was  Mr. 
Richard  Brackett,  who,  after  the  resignation  of  Captain  Ting, 
was  commissioned  by  the  court  as  commander,  and  held  his 
commission  until  he  was  seventy-three  years  of  age,  when  he 
resigned.1 

By  the  time  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  had  fairly  settled 
down  into  their  peaceable  agricultural  pursuits,  they  were  called 
upon  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  Indian  wars.  These  Narra- 
gansett  wars,  under  the  celebrated  Indian  chiefs,  Pessacus,  Nini- 
gret  and  King  Philip,  were  a  severe  trial  for  the  early  settlers, 
and  drew  hard  upon  their  limited  resources,  and  nearly  proved 
fatal  to  the  settlement  of  the  Colonies.  They  finally  conquered, 
not  without  severe  losses,  however. 

Bancroft  says  that  "  twelve  or  thirteen  towns  were  destroyed, 
as  many  as  six  hundred  houses  burnt,  and  the  disbursements 
and  losses  equalled  in  value  half  a  million  of  dollars — an  enor- 
mous sum  for  the  few  of  that  day.  More  than  six  hundred  men, 
chielly  young  men,  the  flower  of  the  country,  of  whom  any 
mother  might  have  been  proud,  perished  in  the  field.  Of  tho 
able-bodied  men  in  the  Colony,  one  in  twenty  had  fallen,  and 
one  family  in  twenty  had  been  burnt  out.  The  loss  of  property 
and  lives  were,  iu  proportion  (o  their  numbers,  as  distressing  as 
any  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  There  waa  scarcely  a  family 
from  which  death  had  not  selected  a  victim.  Let  us  not  forget 
a  generous  deed  of  the  generous  Irish  ;  as  they  sent  over  a  con- 
tribution— small,  it  is  true — to  relieve  in  part  the  distresses  of 
the  Plymouth  Colony." 

So  severe  was  the  draft  upon  the  Colonies  for  able-bodied 
men  to  go  to  the  war,  that  the  youth  from  ten  to  sixteen  years 
of  age,  were  by  law  obliged  to  be  instructed  iu  the  art  or  war- 
fare, to  protect  their  homes  and  friends  while  their  fathers  and 


I,  "  1W4,  Oct.  15.  On  the  request  of  '  apt.  Richard  Brackett,  being  above 
seventy-three  years  of  age,  and  infirmities  of  age  upon  him,  having  desired 
formerly,  and  now  also  to  Ho  down  his  place  as  chief  military  commander  in 
It  rain  tree,  the  court  granted  his  request,  and  order  that  Jjloftonant  Kdmund 
Quiucy  he  captain  of  tho  foot  company  iu  Jtraintreo,  iu  his  room,  aud  Itobcrt 
Twelves  his  liefteuaut,  and  Samuel  Tompson  ensign." 
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elder  brothers  were  away  upon  the  field  of  strife.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  law  enacted  in  1645,  for  this  purpose  : — 

"Whereas,  it  is  conceived  that  the  training  up  of  youth  to  the 
art  and  practice  of  arms  will  be  of  great  use  in  the  country  in 
divers  respects,  and  among  the  rest  that  the  bows  and  arrows 
may  be  of  good  concernment  in  defect  of  power  upon  any  occa- 
sion. It  is  therefore  ordered,  that  all  youth  within  this  jurisdic- 
tion, from  ten  years  old  to  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  shall  be 
instructed  by  some  one  of  the  officers  of  the  band,  or  some 
other  experienced  soldier,  Avhom  the  chief  officer  shall  appoint, 
upon  the  usual  training  days,  in  the  exercise  of  arms,  as  small 
guns,  half  pikes,  bows  and  arrows,  etc.,  according  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  said  officers  or  soldiers."    Colonial  Laws,  p.  734. 

In  these  Indian  wars,  at  this  ecclesiastical  period  of  the  Colo- 
nies, soldiers  would  not  even  approach  the  field  of  battle  with- 
out holding  a  religious  controversy,  as  Neal  relates  that  "  the 
troops  going  to  the  Pequot  War  deemed  it  necessary  to  halt  on 
their  march  to  Connecticut,  in  order  to  decide  the  question 
whether  they  were  under  a  covenant  of  grace  or  a  covenant  of 
works,  believing  it  improper  to  advance  until  that  momentous 
question  was  settled."  They  might  as  well  have  debated  tho 
question  whether  humanity  would  have  been  more  benefited  by 
tweedledum  or  tweed  ledec. 

Mather  says,  that  Mason  and  Underbill,  in  their  conflict  with 
the  Pcquots,  on  the  day  of  strife,  brought  down  to  hell  from 
five  hundred  to  six  hundred  Pequot  souls. 

Tho  liiKt  draft  ordered  on  Braintree  for  soldiers,  was  Aug. 
5th,  1G45,  to  fill  a  quota  of  two  hundred  men,  to  go  to  Narra- 
gansett. 

"  It  is  ordered,  three  horses  should  be  pressed  from  Dorches- 
ter, Braintree  and  Weymouth,  with  sadles  and  bridles,  to  be  at 
Boston  by  7  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  the  18th  of  this  Cth 
month,  to  go  to  the  Narragansetts."  The  llov.  Mr.  Tompson, 
pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  Braintree,  was  selected  as  chaplain 
for  the  occasion.  The  commissary  supply  for  this  undertaking 
was  as  follows: — "  1645.  A  note  of  particulars  of  what  pro- 
visions will  be  needful  for  the  present  expedition  for  the  supply 
of  two  hundred  (200)  men  :  Bread,  tenn  thousand ;  pease,  three 
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hogsheads;  beif,  six  hogsheads  cut  into  racssc  pecccs;  fish,  tenn 
kin  talis;  oyle,  teuu  gallons;  vinegar,  one  hogsheade;  strong 
water,  one  hogsheade ;  wine,  at  your  pleasure ;  bcare,  one  tunn  ; 
nulemeule,  one  hogsheade;  (lower,  two  hogsheads;  huttcr,  sixc 
firkins;  raisings  of  the  sunuc,  two  barrclls ;  shugar,  one-half  C. 
for  sick  men  ;  candells,  one  dussen ;  hatchets  and  axes,  twelve ; 
can  vis,  fortye  yards;  spades  and  shovels,  thirtye;  pick  axes, 
sixe;  kettles  for  boyling  victuals,  six;  platters,  thirtye-sixe ; 
payles,  tenn;  canns  or  potts,  twenty;  salt,  one  hogsheade;  200 
fathoms  of  cod  line." — Mass.  Rcc.,  Vol.  II,  p.  124. 

Mr.  Cobbct,  in  his  manuscript  narrative,  gives  the  following 
account  of  this  enterprise : — 

"In  the  year  1645,  proud  Pessacus  with  his  Narragansetts, 
with  whom  Ninigret  and  his  Niantigs  joined,  so  as  to  provoke 
the  English  to  a  just  war  against  them.   And  accordingly,  forces 
were  sent  from  all  the  towns  to  meet  at  Boston,  and  did  so,  and 
had  a  party  of  fifty  horse  to  go  with  them  under  Mr.  Leveret, 
as  the  captain  of  the  horse.    Edward  Gibbons  was  commander- 
in-chief,  and  Mr.  Ttanpton,  pastor  of  Uie  Church  in  jBraintree, 
was  to  sound  t/ie  silver  trumpet  along  with  his  army.   But  they 
were  met  by  the  deputies  from  Pessacus,  and  the  other  chiefs, 
and  the  following  accommodation  took  place :  ( It  was  demanded 
of  them  that  they  should  defray  the  charges  they  had  put  the 
English  to,  and  thnt  the  sachems  should  send  their  sons  to  bo 
kept  as  hostages  in  the  hands  of  the  English,  until  such  time  as 
the  money  should  bo  paid.'    After  remarking  that  from  this 
time  the  Narragansetts  harbored  venom  in  their  hearts  against 
the  English,  Mr.  Mather  proceeds :  *  In  the  first  place,  they 
endeavored  to  play  legerdemain  in  their  sending  hostages,  for 
instead  of  sachem's  children,  they  thought  to  send  some  others, 
and  to  make  the  English  believe  that  those  base  papooses  were 
of  a  royal  progeny ;  but  they  had  those  to  deal  with  who  wcro 
too  wise  to  be  so  eluded.    After  the  expected  hostages  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  English,  the  Narragansetts,  notwithstanding 
that,  were  slow  in  the  performance  of  what  they  stood  engaged 
for.    And  when,  upon  an  impartial  discharge  of  the  debt,  their 
hostages  were  restored  to  them,  they  becamo  more  backward 
than  formerly,  until  they  wcro  by  hostile  preparations  again  and 
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again  terrified  into  better  obedience.  At  Inst,  Cnpt.  Athcrton 
of  Dorchester,  was  sent  with  a  small  party  of  twenty  English 
soldiers  to  demand  what  was  duo.  He  at  first  entered  into  the 
wigwam  where  old  Ninigret  resided,  with  only  two  or  three 
soldiers,  appointing  the  rest  by  degrees  to  follow  him,  two  or 
three  dropping  in  at  once  ;  when  his  small  company  were  come 
about  him,  the  Indians  in  the  mean  time  supposing  that  there 
had  been  many  more  behind,  he  caught  the  sue  hem  by  the  hair 
of  his  head,  and  setting  a  pistol  to  his  breast,  protested  whoever 
escaped  he  should  surely  die,  if  ho  did  not  forthwith  comply 
with  what  was  required.  Hereupon  a  great  trembling  and  con- 
sternation surprised  the  Iudians;  albeit,  multitudes  of  them 
were  then  present,  with  spiked  arrows  at  their  bow  strings 
ready  to  let  fly.  The  event  was,  the  Indians  submitted,  and 
not  one  drop  of  blood  was  shed."' 

During  these  Indian  wars  the  Colonists  found  great  difficulty 
in  the  transportation  of  their  heavy  ordinance  into  deep  morasses 
and  swamps  in  pursuit  of  the  Indians,  the  place  of  their  usual 
retreat,  and  desiring  something  lighter  which  they  could  more 
easily  and  rapidly  handle  in  caso  of  a  sudden  attack,  or  enable 
them  to  mount  the  enemy's  embankments  with  greater  expedi- 
tion, asked  tho  Legislature  for  assistance.  Tho  General  Court 
to  relieve  them  of  this  embarrassment  passed  an  order  Nov.  11th, 
1647,  for  the  importation  of  leather  guns,  viz: — "For  the  more 
easy  and  speedy  transporting  of  great  artilery  when  and  whero ; 
also,  sometimes  cattell,  carriages,  canon  and  field  peecea  cannot 
passe,  as  also  upon  some  suddamo  design  to  mount  for  advantage 
in  an  enemies  workes,  this  Court  doth  order  that  there  bo,  by 
direction  of  the  major  generall,  8  or  4  leather  guns,  of  severall 
sizes,  sent  for  to  England  by  tho  first  oportunity,  at  the  charge 
of  tho  country,  which  if  found  good  and  profitable  may  give 
light  and  incouragement  for  the  procuring  or  making  of  more." — 
Mass.  Rec,  Vol.  II,  p.  210. 

In  1654,  it  became  necessary  to  finish  and  put  in  order,  the 
fort  on  Castle  Island  for  tho  defence  of  Boston  Harbor.  But 
how  to  accomplish  this  object  was  the  great  question,  as  tho 
County  Treasury  was  bankrupt.  After  considerable  consulta- 
tion, the  military  commanders  concluded  to  detach  several  of 
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the  military  compnnics  from  various  towns  in  tlio  vicinity  of 
Boston,  and  orders  from  the  proper  authorities  were  immedi- 
ately given  for  this  purpose.1 

The  3d  of  Oct.,  1054,  the  Governor  called  his  Council  together 
at  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners recently  returned  from  Hartford,  in  reference  to  the 
threatening  aots  of  the  Indian  chief,  Ninigret.  After  consulta- 
tion, matters  appearing  so  urgent  and  the  time  so  short  before 
the  expected  attack  of  the  Indians  upon  the  Colony,  that  there 
was  no  time  to  convene  the  General  Court,  therefore  it  was 
ordered  that  the  Secretary  of  State  forthwith  issue  a  warrant  to 
the  military  committee  of  each  town  to  levy  and  "impress" 
their  proportional  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  foot 
soldiers.  The  quota  from  Br  sin  tree  was  four  men.  The  Indians 
continued  to  harass  the  towns  in  the  Colony  for  a  long  time. 
Feb.  25th,  1C75,  they  made  a  raid  on  the  town  of  Braintree  and 
killed  four  persons — three  males  and  one  female.  We  have  not 
been  able  to  ascertain  the  name  of  but  one  of  the  four,  and  that 
was  Nathaniel  Mott.*  Jliehard  Chapman  was  killed  the  year 
after — March  2d,  1676.  The  Mass.  Historical  Collection  gives 
the  following  account  of  this  incident": — "They  killed  four  at 

1.  *'  Foreasmuch  as  the  Countj  is  in  debt,  no  stock  In  treasury  to  finish  the 
Castle,  which  jett  is  necessary  forthwith  to  be  done,  it  is  therefore,  ordered,  the 
military  of  twelve  nigh-towns,  viz :  Hull,  Hingham,  Weymouth,  Braintree, 
Dodham,  Dorchester,  Itoxbury,  Charlcstown,  Cambridge,  Watertown,  Mauidon 
and  Woobonrn,  shall  in  leiwe  of  their  four  next  days'  training,  allow  three 
days  at  the  Castle  this  Summer,  to  be  ordered  for  their  timo  of  attending  that 
service,  place  of  working  anil  the  number  to  be  employed  at  one  time,  by  the 
Committee  for  the  Castle. 

.  "  Major  Edward  Gibbons  and  Capt.  Humphrey  Atherton,  who,  together  with 
the  chief  officers  of  the  company  employed,  shall  order  and  direct  the  sevoral 
employments,  and  that  the  rest  of  the  companies  in  this  jurisdiction  shall  allow 
for  every  sold  lor  in  their  ros|ioctivo  companies,  four  shillings  and  six  pence,  to 
bo  employed  and  improved  about  or  upon  tho  said  Castle;  for  which  they  shall 
bo  exempted  from  tholr  four  next  training  days,  (Boston  only  to  bo  exempted), 
whome  this  court  concludes  will  not  suffer  any  of  their  neighbors  to  exceed  or 
acquailize  them  in  this  kind,  they  having  this  Spring  bestowed  and  expended 
much  for  the  fortifying  the  town  of  Boston." 

2.  Sec  Braintrco  Town  Records. 

3.  From  Rev.  Mr.  Niles's  history  of  tho  French  and  Indian  wars,  publishod 
iu  the  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Col.   Mr.  Niles  was  pastor  of  the  Braintree  church. 
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Braintree — three  men  and  one  woman.  The  woman  they  car- 
ried about  six  or  seven  miles,  and  then  killed  her  and  hung  her 
up  in  an  unseemly  and  barbarous  manner,  by  the  wayside  lead- 
ing from  Braintree  to  Bridgewater.w  The  woman  could  not 
have  been  Mrs.  Reed,  as  she  was  captured  at  Casco  Ray  and 
carried  to  Canada,  where  she  was  redeemed  and  brought  back 
to  Braintree,  at  which  place  she  died  May  10th,  1G91. 

The  following  named  M  troopers  "  wore  M  impressed  n  from 
Braintree,  Dec.  3d,  1675,  and  were  mustered  into  Capt.  Davis's 
Company: — "Joseph  Parmenter,  Martin  Saunders,  Joseph  Crosly, 
Ebenezer  Ilayden,  Samuel  Hay  den,  Jacob  Nash,  John  Ripley." 
—Mass.  Arch.,  Vol.  LXVIII,  p.  84. 

The  following  named  persons  were  "  impressed  "  from  Brain- 
tree for  Captain  Johnson's  Company,  in  1075,  viz : — "Ebenezer 
Owens,  Samuel  Bass,  William  Sable,  (probably  Savil),  Thomas 
Holbrook,  Richard  Thayer,  Martin  Saunders,  Francis  Nash,  In- 
crease Niles,  James  Atkins,  Henry  Bartlett,  Thomas  Copeland, 
James  Pitcher."— Mass.  Arch.,  p.  67. 

These  Indian  raids  caused  the  town  to  establish  a  garrison  on 
its  frontier  towards  Bridgowatcr.  Tho  military  committee  of 
tho  town  selected  Mr.  Richard  Thayer  to  take  charge  of  this 
important  post,  who  proved  to  be  a  very  unreliable  and  untrust- 
worthy person  for  the  position.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  giving, 
or  instrumental  in  giving,  false  alarms,  which  created  great  anx- 
iety and  fear  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  caused  the 
military  committee  a  heavy  extra  expense  in  procuring  English- 
men and  friondly  Indians  to*  scout  the  woods.  He  presented  to 
tho  town  an  exorbitant  bill  for  his  services,  which  they  refused 
to  pay.  Upon  this,  he  petitioned  the  Governor  and  Council  for 
a  redress  of  grievances.  This  petition  was  full  of  misrepresen- 
tations, among  which  he  stated  that  ho  ran  a  great  risk  of  his 
life  in  the  capture  of  the  celebrated  murderer,  Indian  John, 
when  it  was  proved  that  this  Indian  had  surrendered  himself, 
and  Captain  Brackett  conveyed  him  to  Boston,  where  the  Coun- 
cil rendered  a  verdict  that  lie  should  be  banished  from  tho  coun- 
try.   The  following  note  will  explain  this  matter.1 

L   The  following  is  Mr.  Thayer's  petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances:— 

"  I,  the  underwritten,  tloo  humbly  petition  the  Houourublo  OoUDOUl,  now  sot- 
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This  Mr.  Thayer  was  probably  the  person  that  subsequently 
gave  the  town  so  much  trouble  in  claiming  the  whole  township 
as  his  property. 

The  state  of  prosperous  repose  which  the  New  England  Col- 
ting  in  Boston,  in  New  England,  that  your  honours  would  be  pleased  of  your 
wisdom  and  clemency  to  consider  the  condition  of  your  petitioner;  Your  peti- 
tioner having  been  out  so  considerably;  firstly,  in  raising  a  sufflshsione  fortifi- 
cation against  the  enemy.  Seckowlly,  furnishing  ye  same  with  thirteen  fire 
Arms,  all  well  fixt  out  of  the  goon  smith's  hands,  with  Am  monition  accord- 
ingly; all  which  hath  been  done  at  the  cost  and  charge  of  your  petitioner;  ho 
lining  then  resolved  thorn  to  livo  and  din  in  the  dofonco  of  tlio  poaco  of  his  King 
and  country,  if  axsnlled  hy  tho  rneniy.  It  lining  the  frontier  gnrrlsoii  to  the 
enemy  ami  your  ]ietitioner  being  hut  himself  and  his  brother  and  too  Sons,  did 
cxpoct  soomo  favour  from  ye  Commision  officer  of  Brantry,  in  point  of  pressing 
for  ye  prasent  security;  but  instead  thereof  your  petitioner  do  judge  they  have 
declared  very  incuriously  with  him;  by  pressing  too  out  of  tho  garrison,  there 
being  but  fonr  in  the  whole;  notwithstanding  threo  fire  Arms  your  petitioner 
had  out  all  tho  ware  time;  one  of  which  was  lost  at  Naragansett,  and  another 
in  Captain  turner's  fight;  so  that  thore  was  but  one  returned,  and  that  with  a 
great  deal  of  trouble;  and  further,  your  petitioner  being  then  resolved  to  with- 
stand the  enemy,  ho  went  to  tho  Commission  officers  and  told  them  Hint  he  did 
ex|Ksct  a  share  of  yo  toun's  stock  of  Ammonition;  thoy  being  then  dividing  of 
it  to  tho  several  garrisons,  soomo  ton  pounds,  soomo  twelve  pounds;  hut  refused 
to  let  your  petitioner  havo  any,  and  with  all  of  the  enemy  come  upon  him,  he 
must  not  expect  any  help  from  them;  and  being  thus  left  without  protection, 
thought  good  to  petition  your  honours  for  A  Modigation  in  some  of  my  Rates, 
if  your  honours  in  your  wisdom  shall  see  cause;  if  not,  I  do  humbly  crave  yt 
your  honours  would  bo  pleased  to  suspond  ye  payment  of  my  Rates  for  this 
year,  I  being  behind  hand  ami  my  dishursmcuts  groat,  byy  tho  putting  A  Corn 
Mill  and  fulling  Mill  to  work,  and  if  iu  your  wisdom  your  honours  shall  seo 
cause  to  answer  my  petition,  your  petitioner  for  your  honours'  happiness  shall 
forever  pray. 

"There  is  John  George,  also  au  Indian  enemy  which  your  petitioner  uu- 
trusted  his  life  for  by  fetching  him  in,  ho  oppearing  within  call  of  your  peti- 
tioner's garrison,  and  ordered  unto  him  by  the  honourable  Council!;  by  which 
flvo  weeks  nfter,  was  taken  away  by  Capt  Richard  Brackett,  without  any 
satisfaction  for  the  samo.  Richard  Tiiayku." 

Mass.  Arch.,  Vol.  LXIX,  p.  176. 

The  following  is  tho  report  of  tho  Military  Committee  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  words,  which  wore  lost  by  the  breaking  of  the  paper  where  it  was  folded:— 

"  Braintreo,  2f»th  December,  1077. 

"  1st,  In  obedience  to  the  Hon.  Councel,  we  whoso  names  are  underwritten  hav- 
ing examined  the  Petition  of  Richard  Thayer,  of  Braintry,  dated  by  Mr.  Rawson, 
Secretary,  upon  the  13th  of  this  instant,  December,  and  doe  herein  make  this 
Report  to  the  Hon.  Couucil  sitiug  iu  Bostou,  that  the  Petitioner  doe  charge  us 
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ony  enjoyed  for  several  years  wiw  interrupted  by  a  general  con- 
spiracy of  the  Narragansett  Indians  under  King  Philip,  in  which 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  took  an  active  part. 
In  1690,  the  town  Avas  called  upon  to  draft  thirteen  men  to  go 


as  wo  humbly  concoivo  unjustly,  mi  If  we  had  not  allowed  Mm  his  dlshiiret- 
men  to;  which  we  have  done  whsit  the  law  Joes  allow,  as  for  loss  or  arms,  smiles, 
britlles,  halters,  provissions,  aminuiiHloii,  to  tho  vuluo  of  fifty  six  shilling*, 
which  is  his  full  due  as  to  our  understandings;  hut  not  in  our  power  to  allow 
him  his  rates,  payed  hy  the  former  Constables,  which  ho  demanded  by  his  bill 
drawrne  and  presented  to  us,  and  our  return  mado  upon  the  baokeside,  loft  with 
Mr.  Rawson  herwith. 

"2d,  ffor  Ids  garrison  he  would  not  be  at  our  Apointmcnt,  therofo  may  blame 
himselfe  being  nt  so  much  chargo  and  hazard  as  he  complaines;  also,  his  house 
stood  in  the  centre  of  tho  garrisons  which  wo  anointed,  therefore  not  ho  much 
danger  as  ho  asserts.  And  by  mason  of  ye  Petitioner's  timcrousness,  tho  town 
was  at  some  ]>ounds'  charge  for  Indian  and  Knglish  scouting  in  the  woods  to 
quiet  him  and  some  others,  who  did  often  endcavcr  to  posess  us  with  great  dan- 
ger they  were  In;  your  Petitioner  also  charges  us  with  Injurious  dealings  in 
pressing  of  some  of  his  garrison,  they  being  few  in  number.  Wo  say  it  was 
his  owuo  fault  they  were  so  few,  because  ho  would  not  attend  our  order;  and 
yet  •  •  •  did  sparo  him  untill  the  exspodition  in  the  Winter  to  Narragan- 
sett: then  he  •  •  a  •  •  souldier  that  was  sont  from  Dodham;  his  having 
so  many  fire  arms  out  is  more  than  wo  have  knowledge  of;  0110  we  grant  was 
lost  and  he  is  allowed  for  it. 

"3d,  As  for  the  town  stock  wo  doe  not  remember  ho  came  for  any  and  doo 
judge  he  did  not  deserve  it,  he  being  unwilling  to  be  ordered  (and  those  that 
had  any  ingaged  to  return  it  againe. )  And  whereas  your  Petitioner  reports  ho 
veutured  his  life  for  John  J.udiau  we  conceive  not,  for  he  was  so  feeble  and 
weako  that  he  came  creeping  under  the  fences,  and  not  able  for  any  action,  be- 
ing without  arms;  and  ho  being  justly  suspected  to  bo  a  murderer,  was  threat- 
ened to  bo  killed  by  some.  Therefore  our  Capt.  Richard  Brackett  brought  him 
to  Boston  and  tho  Hon.  Council  soutoncod  him  to  bo  sont  out  of  tho  countruy. 
And  lastly,  he  supplicating  for  a  modigatiou  of  his  liatos;  wo  havo  many  moro 
would  bo  glad  of  tho  like  favor. 

Yo'r  Serv'ts  duty  and  observance, 

ItlCHARD  BRACKETT, 

Edmund  Quinsey, 
ItoiiKKT  Twelves, 
Military  Committee  for  tho  town  of  Bralntreo." 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  one  of  Mr.  Thayer's  bills  as  presented  to  the  town:— 


1«77. 

"  By  account  of  the  particulars  for  the  Couutrey's  service.  £  s.  D. 

a  horse  six  weeks,         -        -        -        -         -  -  090 

a  saddell,   -  0  IS  0 

sterrep,  leathers  and  sterrep  Irons,      -        -         -  ■  0  4  0 

a  bridoll  and  halter  and  girts,           -         -         -  -  0  5  0 
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on  that  unfortunate  expedition  to  Quebec,  under  Sir  William 
l'hips.  Tbe  Colonists  were  defeated  after  a  sharp  encounter, 
and  finally  compelled  to  make  a  precipitate  retreat,  and  the 
fleet,  after  sustaining  great  damage  on  its  homeward  voyage, 
ruturncd  to  Boston.  Such  was  the  unfortunate  issue  of  an  en- 
terprise which  involved  Massachusetts  in  an  enormous  expense, 
and  cost  the  lives  of  at  least  a  thousand  of  her  inhabitants ;  also, 
quite  a  loss  to  this  town  by  the  death  of  several  of  her  citizens 
who  contracted  the  small-pox  on  board  the  fleet,  of  which  they 
died. 

"The  9th  day  of  August,  there  went  soldiers  to  Canada,  in  tho 
year  1090,  and  the  small-pox  was  abord,  and  they  died  six  of  it ; 
four  thrown  ovcrbord  at  Cap  An.  Corporal  John  Parmtr,  Isaak 
Thayer,  Kphrim  Copelaud  and  Ebcnezer  Owen — they  and  Sam- 
uell  Bas  and  John  Cheny,  was  thrown  ovcrbord  at  Nantaskett." 
— Braintrec  Town  Records.  John  Harbor  and  Joseph  Penniman 
died  in  a  short  time  after  arriving  homo. 

"During  the  nWncc  of  the  forces,"  says  Cotton  Mather,  "the 
wheels  of  prayer  for  them  in  New  England  had  been  continually 
going  round."  This  spiritual  co-operation  did  not  accomplish 
much  for  an  army  that  had  neglected  to  properly  provision  and 
equip  themselves  against  the  well-drilled  forces  of  the  French. 

By  the  following  letter,  written  by  Edmund  Quincy,  comman- 
der of  the  Braintrec  militia,  to  the  Governor  nnd  Council,  thero 

£  s.  i). 

"  By  fifteen  shillings  in  money  payed  to  William  Ueasy,  -  0  15  0 

two  ikmukIh,  three  shillings,  four  pence,  payed  to  Wm.  Ueasy,  2  2  4 
two  pounds,  threo  shillings,  four  pence,  payed  to  Cristiuer  Weab,  2  3  4 
neckles  bond,  his  hire  to  the  Narraganset  service,    -        -  3  0  0 

a  goon  to  the  said  bond,  -         -         -         -         -  150 

Provissions  and  Amniunissiou,         -         -  -         -  0   0  0 

Provisions  and  Ammuuiiisioiifl  at  his  second  going  out,     -  0   G  0 

too  shillings  in  money  payed  to  Jonnathau  1'adelford  and  Martiu 

Siicau  for  guarding  mo  to  hingom  to  fetch  tho  second  goon,  0  2  0 
loo  shillings  in  money  payed  John  lloffenborn  to  go  out  with  ye 

Indian  scouts  that  was  allowed  us  by  the  Council),  0   2  0 

fivo  weeks  keeping  of  John  Jorge  who  was  ordered  unto  rne  by 

ye  honoured  Couusell  and  afterwards  taken  out  of  my  bands 

by  Capt.  Richard  llrockett,  -         -         -         -         15  0 

besids  tho  losso  of  my  Indian  service  so  ordered. 

ltlCllAIW  Tuavku." 
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seems  to  have  been  considerable  insubordination  among  those 
who  were  drafted  in  Braintree  for  an  expedition  to  Canada: — 

"Bisantry,  July,  1689. 
"Therefore  this  is  to  signify,  To  the  Honorable  Governor  and 
Council  setting  at  Boston,  That  I  have  taken  all  the  pains,  Mid 
used  all  means  to  pnrsnadc  men,  but  by  reason  of  Bad  Couucill 
by  some  evil  persons  with  us,  that  discourago  our  men,  that  out 
of  13  men  impressed  there  is  not  but  two  or  three  who  will  go. 
I  can  do  no  more,  without  there  be  somo  sent  for  and  mado  ex- 
ample to  the  rest.  To  behold  such  a  spirit,  is  of  an  awfull  con- 
sideration. 

"  I  beg  your  advice  and  direction  what  I  shall  do.  To  day  5 
or  C  come  to  my  house,  all  left  fell  off. 

Humble  Servent, 

Edmund  Quinsky." 

The  names  of  those  who  would  not  obey : — "  Caleb  Hobart, 
William  Nightingale,  ffrancis  Almy,  Josiah  Haiden,  Joseph  Pcn- 
niman,  Josiah  Belcher,  Thomas  Copcland." 

Benjamin  Luddcn,  as  will  bo  seen  by  the  preface  to  his  will,1 
is  an  illustration  of  the  spirit  of  the  times.  He  was  one  of  the 
soldiers  engaged  in  the  Indian  wars,  who  appeal's  to  have  been 
inspired  with  the  same  ardor  and  religious  enthusiasm  as  the 
knights  of  old  on  their  crusade  to  the  Holy  Land,  in  their  con- 
flict and  descent  on  Palestine  for  the  recovery  of  Jerusalem 
from  the  infidels. 

The  treaty  at  Ryswick  produced  a  lull  in  the  storm  of  cruel 
warfare  which  hud  so  long  hung  upon  the  English  frontiers,  con- 
tinually menacing  the  Colonists  with  wide-spread  destruction. 

1.  "I,  Benjamin  Luddeu,  in  New  England,  being  now  called  for  ttuu  a  soul- 
dier  in  the  time  of  groat  distress  for  to  fight  the  Lord's  battle*  against  the 
bloody  enemies  of  the  Christ  and  people  of  Cod  in  New'  England,  uamely, 
those  Auti  Christians  and  bloody  ffrench,  together  with  those  Bloody,  Marther- 
ous  and  Salvage  Indians,  And  considering  whether  I  may  return  again  with 
my  life  to  see  my  parents,  wifo  aud  relations,  Committing  my  soul  to  God  that 
gave  it,  through  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  my  Redeemer,  and  my  body 
to  tho  dust  from  wheuce  I  came,  Hopping  that  both  soul  aud  body  shall  be 
raised  up  by  tho  power  of  my  Redeemer  and  meet  together  at  the  day  of  llca- 
urcction  when  I  shall  enjoy  tho  blossed  prcsenco  of  Jesus  Christ,  Saints,  An- 
gels, and  that  to  all  eternity."   Suit.  Trob.  Kec.,  Vol.  VI I  r,  p.  23.  1UU0. 
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It  was  very  brief  however,  for  pretexts  for  another  war  were 
soon  found.  James  the  Second  died  in  September,  1701.  While 
an  exile  he  hnd  been  sheltered  by  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  who 
acknowledged  his  son  Charles  Edward,  the  pretender,  as  tho 
lawful  heir  to  the  English  throne.  This  seriously  offended  the 
English,  as  the  crown  had  been  given  to  Anne,  the  second 
daughter  of  James,  who  was  considered  a  Protestant.  In  con- 
nection with  this,  and  other  causes,  England  considered  it  a 
sufficient  pretext  to  deolare  war  with  France.  In  1702,  hostili- 
ties began,  which  continued  until  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1713. 
During  this  conflict  the  Colonists  suffered  much  from  the  cruel- 
ties of  the  Indians,  who  were  under  the  influence  of  the  French, 
and  Braintree  was  obliged  to  bear  her  projwrtion  in  supplying 
men  and  means  in  carrying  on  this  unfortunate  conflict.  This 
was  called  Queen  Anne's  War. 

In  1707,  the  town  had  so  increased  in  population  that  they 
wcro  able  to  organize  two  military  companies ;  one  in  the  north 
part  of  the  town,  which  consisted  of  seventy-two  families,  under 
command  of  Edmund  Quincy ;  and  one  in  the  south  part,  or 
what  is  now  called  Braintree,  consisted  of  seventy-one  families, 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  John  Mills. 

Wo  have  nothing  material  to  relate  of  military  matters  from 
this  time  until  1739,  when  Col.  Joseph  Gooch  came  to  Braintree 
and  was  chosen  moderator  of  a  town  meeting.  At  this  time, 
this  curious  individual  commenced  his  military  and  political  in- 
trigues. 

Ho  was  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  Boston — a  man  of 
property  and  education,  and  a  lawyer  by  profession.  Finding 
that  his  secret  manipulations  would  not  avail  him  much  in  Bos- 
ton, he  came  here  and  became  a  churchman,  and  immediately 
commenced  his  plottings  with  Mr.  Miller  and  Mr.  Apthorp,  in- 
fluential friends  of  Governor  Shirley,  promising  them,  if  they 
would  send  him  as  representative  to  the  General  Court  and 
procure  him  the  position  of  colonel  of  the  regiment,  he  would 
build  them  a  tower  for  their  church  at  his  own  expense.  This 
proposition  appears  to  have  been  satisfactory,  as  he  was  elected 
representative  and  received  his  commission  as  colonel  of  tho 
regiment.    This  purchased  popularity  soon  vanished  ;  the  third 
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year  the  inhabitants  of:  the  town  decided  not  to  re-elect  him. 
This  caused  him  to  become  so  indignant  that  he  declared  he 
would  no  longer  reside  in  Braintree,  nor  construct  a  steeple  for 
the  church.  He  removed  to  Milton  Hill,  and  there  built  him  a 
house,  which  was  called  the  Church-hill  House,  where  ho  resided 
about  thirty  years.1 

After  a  quietude  of  some  years,  Governor  Shirley  concluded 
to  have  another  trial  of  military  strength  with  the  French. 

1.  1700.  Mr.  John  Adams  gives  the  following  singular  iutrigue  of  Colonel 
Gooch  to  dispossess  Colonel  Quincy  of  his  regiment,  by  means  of  Dr.  Miller's 
and  Mr.  Apthorp's  influence:— 

"Joseph  Gooch,  a  native,  I  believe,  of  Boston,  bad  considerable  property, 
and  was  reported  and  reputed  to  be  very  rich,  lie  had  been  educated  at  iho 
Temple  iu  England,  and  returned  to  Boston  to  pructico  law;  ho  hod  very  liulo 
success.  He  hod  been  a  man  of  pleasure,  and  bore  the  indelible  marks  of  it 
ou  his  face  to  the  grave.  He  was  extremely  ambitious,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nlles, 
of  the  second  parish  in  Braintree,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  him,  told  me 
he  was  the  most  passionate  man  he  ever  knew.  Not  succeeding  at  the  bar  in 
Huston,  he  had  recourse  to  religion  to  assist  him;  joined  the  Old  South  Church, 
to  avail  himself  of  the  intlueuco  of  the  sisterhood,  and  set  up  for  representative 
for  the  town  of  Boston;  but  failed,  and  disappointed  of  his  hopes  in  law  aud 
politics,  ho  renounced  the  city,  came  up  to  Quincy,  hired  a  house,  turned 
churchman  and  set  himself  to  iutriguing  for  promotion,  both  in  tho  military 
and  civil  deportments.  He  interceded  with  the  favorites  of  Governor  Shirley, 
in  this  place,  to  procure  him  the  commission  of  colonel  iu  the  regiment  of  mill- 
Ua,  aud  an  election  for  representative  of  the  town  in  the  General  Court,  lie 
promised  to  build  a  steeple  to  their  church,  at  his  owu  oxpeuse. 

"Assiduous  importuuity  was  employed  with  Governor  Shirley  to  procure  him 
the  commaud  of  the  regiment;  but  this  could  not  be  obtained  without  cashier- 
ing the  colonel  theu  iu  possession,  aud  who  had  loug  been  iu  possession  of  that 
oflico,  aud  givou  universal  satisfaction  in  it. 

"Colonel  John  Quincy  had  been  iu  public  life  from  his  curly  youth.  Ho  had 
been  near  twenty  years  Speaker  of  tho  House  of  Representatives,  aud  many 
years  a  member  of  His  Majesty's  Couucil,  and  was  as  much  esteemed  aud  re- 
spected as  any  mau  iu  the  province.  He  was  not  ouly  an  experienced  and  ven- 
erated Statesman,  but  a  man  of  letters,  taste  and  souse.  Shirley  was,  with 
great  difficulty,  prevailed  on  to  perform  the  operatiou  of  dismissing  so  faithful 
uservautof  tho  public,  and  adopting  oue  of  so  equivocal  a  character;  and  he 
Bald  some  years  afterwards,  Utat  nothing  ho  had  ever  done  iu  his  administration 
had  given  him  so  much  pain,  us  rumoviug  so  venerable  a  uiugistrutu  and  officer 
as  Colonel  Quiuoy.  But  the  church  party  hud  iusisted  upon  it  so  peremptorily, 
that  ho  could  not  avoid  it.  Probably  he  dreaded  their  remoustrances  to  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

"These  facta  were  currently  reported  and  universally  believed,  and  nevor 
contradicted. 
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Early  in  January,  1744,  lie  called  the  General  Court  together,  in 
secret  session,  to  consider  the  expediency  of  an  attack  on  Louis- 
burg.  After  several  days  of  deliberation  and  earnest  discussion, 
this  projected  expedition  was  voted  in  the  negative.  Governor 
Shirley  not  desiring  to  have  this  favorite  enterprise  of  his  de- 
feated, managed  to  have  by  a  little  intrigue,  the  most  substantial 
and  influential  merchants  of  the  several  large  towns  to  petition 
for  another  hearing.  In  compliance  with  these  petitions,  the 
Assembly  again  considered  this  great  question.  Their  delibera- 
tions were  conducted  with  calmness  and  moderation.  After  a 
long  debate,  a  resolution  was  passed  in  favor  of  this  expedition 

"  Gooch  wnH  appointed  colonel,  nn<l  Quincy  dismissed.  The  next  thing  to  bo 
clone,  win  to  now  model  tho  subordinate  officers  In  the  regiment.  Application 
was  made  to  nil  tltc  enptnlns,  lieutenants  and  ensigns,  in  that  part  of  the  regi- 
ment which  lien  within  three  parishes  of  the  ancient  town  of  Ilralntree,  to  sec 
If  they  would  accept  com missions  under  Colonel  Gooch,  nnd  agree  to  vote  for 
him  an  re  pro  nent.it  ive  for  the  town.  The  then  present  officers  were  men  among 
the  moat  respectable  of  the  inhabitant*,  In  point  of  property,  understanding  And 
character.    They  rejected  Uio  proposition  with  scorn. 

11  My  father  was  among  them  ;  he  was  offered  a  captain's  commission.  He 
spurned  tho  offer  with  disdain;  would  serve  in  the  militia  under  no  colonel  but 
Quincy.  Almost,  or  quite  an  entire  set  of  new  officers  were  appointed  through 
the  whole  town.  Tlie.«e  were  of  a  very  different  character  from  those  who  were 
dismissed.  Men  of  little  property  or  no  property  at  all;  men  of  frivolous  char- 
acter in  understanding  and  morals. 

"  It  was  at  this  time  the  corrupt  practice  of  treating,  as  they  called  it,  at 
training  and  at  elections  was  Introduced,  which  to  long  prevailed  in  the  town 
of  Iiraintrce.  All  this  corruption,  young  as  I  was,  I  attributed  to  the  King  of 
Great  liritain  and  his  Governor  and  their  bigoted  Episcopal  party  ;  and,  young 
as  I  was,  I  was  thoroughly  disgusted  before  I  was  ten  years  of  age. 

"  Gooch  under  the  influence  of  all  this  machinery,  obtained  an  election  as 
representative,  but  the  next  year  all  the  substantial  people  of  the  town  aroused 
themselves  and  turned  him  out,0  which  so  enraged  him  that  he  swore  he  would 
no  longer  live  in  Itraintreo  ;  renounced  the  church,  refused  to  build  their 
steeple,  built  him  a  house  on  Milton  Hill,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days/'-Adams's  Works,  Vol.  II,  p.  03. 

•  We  think  Mr.  Adams  is  mistaken  in  his  statement  that  Mr.  Gooch  was 
chosen  but  one  year  as  deputy  for  the  town,  as  the  House  Journal  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  the  town  records  make  it  nppear  that  he  was  elected  for  the  two 
years  of  1742-3,  and  acted  as  such.  This  was  a  pardonable  error  of  Mr.  Adams, 
for  tliis  account  of  Col.  Gooch  was  evidently  written  up  from  memory,  or  tradi- 
tion, years  after  it  happened,  as  Mr.  Adams  was  only  about  seven  years  of  age 
when  this  opisodo  occurred. 
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by  ono  vote.1  A  number  of  men  enlisted  and  were  impressed 
from  Brain  tree  to  take  part  in  this  expedition  to  Louisburg, 
Cape  Breton.  The  Colonists,  after  a  brilliant  attack  on  this 
Gibraltar  of  America,  were  successful,  which  caused  great  re- 
joicing throughout  the  Colonies. 

The  first  three  inter-colonial  wars  or  conflicts,  between  the 
English  and  French  Colonies,  already  mentioned,  had  their 
origin  by  the  disagreement  of  'the  home  governments,  with 
their  neighbors  across  the  channel,  who  brought  their  hostili- 
ties to  American  soil,  and  plunged  the  Colonies  into  a  bloody 
and  expensivo  war.  The  fourth  and  last  conflict  was  called 
the  French  and  Indian  War.  The  termination  of  this  territorial 
war  resulted  in  establishing  the  supremacy  of  the  English  over 
the  American  Colonies.  This  war  continued  for  seven  years,  or 
from  175C  to  1703. 

From  the  provincial  muster  roll  we  have  selected  the  names 
of  persons  from  the  town  of  Braintree,  who  were  engaged  in  the 
various  campaigns.  We  do  not  pretend  that  we  have  given  the 
names  of  all  the  persons  that  went  to  the  Indian  wars,  as  they 
arc  scattered  through  a  great  number  of  miscellaneous  muster 
rolls,  and  to  find  all  of  them  you  would  bo  as  successful  as 
looking  for  a  needle  in  a  hay-stack.  The  place  of  residence 
of  the  captains  we  have  given  where  they  were  designated 
in  the  muster  roll.  The  readers  have  the  same  opportunity 
of  conjecturing  where  those  that  we  have  not  given  were 
located  as  wo  have,  and  perhaps  more  so.  Wo  have  endeav- 
ored to  give  as  correct  a  list  as  wo  woro  ablo  to  find,  which 
is  as  follows: — 


1.  "  Among  tlie  members  of  this  assembly,  were  two  persons  who  afterwards 
acted  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  most  interesting  scenes  of  American  History. 
Hutchinson,  wbo  became  the  historian  and  Governor  of  Massachusetts;  and 
Oliver  who  was  associated  with  him  in  political  sentiment,  and  iu  oommand  as 
Lieutenant-Governor.  Iloth  had  expressed  their  disapprobation  of  the  expedi- 
tion. As  Oliver  was  repairing  to  tho  houso  on  tho  day  when  the  proposal  which 
he  was  determined  to  resist,  was  finally  to  be  debated,  ho  chanced  to  full  and 
broak  his  leg.  In  consequence  of  his  absence,  when  the  house  divided,  the 
numbers  on  both  sides  were  found  to  be  equal.  Hutchinson,  wbo  was  tha 
speaker,  thereupon  surrendered  his  opinion  to  what  seemed  to  him  tho  general 
dosire  of  the  province,  and  gave  his  casting  voto  in  favor  of  the  expedition." 
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"Jacob  Quincy  of  Braintrcc,  Surgeon's  Mate,  one  of  the  staff 
officers  in  Col.  Joseph  D wight's  regiment  in  the  late  Crown 
Point  expedition,  from  Feb.  18th,  1756,  to  the  8th  of  November 
following." 

The  following  named  persons  enlisted  under  Samuel  Thaxter, 
major  and  captain  for  the  Crown  Point  expedition,  who  were 
in  service  from  Feb.  16th  to  Nov.  10th,  1756:  "Benjamin 
Nash,  Benjamin  Nash,  Jr.,  Caleb  Dunham,  Jr.,  Mathias  Chees- 
raan,  Silas  Ludden,  Alexander  French,  Caleb  Thayer,  Adam 
Howard,  William  Sergant,  Joseph  Blanchard,  (deserted)." 

Captain  Samuel  Clark,  of  Braintrcc,  organized  a  company  in 
1756,  to  go  to  Crown  Point.  The  men  that  comprised  his  com- 
pany were  from  Taunton,  Abington,  Bridgewater,  Scituate,  Bos- 
ton and  several  other  towns.  Only  one  name  can  be  found  on 
the  roll  from  Braintrcc,  which  was  Philip  Smith.  Capt.  Clark's 
expenses  for  the  organization  of  the  company  were  as  follows : — 
"Fifteen  days  subsistence  in  making  up  the  muster  roll,  one 
pound,  two  shillings  and  six  pence,  and  two  days  travelling  from 
Braintrce  to  Boston,  eight  shillings." 

The  following  named  persons  from  Brain  tree  are  found  on  the 
roll  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Blake,  of  Milton,  Aug.  9th,  1756:  "Ben- 
ony  Spear,  (Husband1)  ;  Moses  Marsh,  (Husband)  ;  Timothy 
French,  (Tanner)  ;  Jesse  Wild,  (Heelmaker) ;  Jonathan  Fcs- 
senden,  Lieutenant,  aged  33,  from  Capt.  Brackctt's  company; 
Daniel  Ames,  aged  14,  enlisted;  Soth  Dogett,  (Cordwainer), 
impressed;  John  Dogett,  impressed,  (Wheelwright);  Jonathan 
Bishop,  (Cordwainer),  volunteer;  Jacob  French,  (Labourer), 
(Hired);  Timothy  French,  (Currier),  volunteer;  Jacob  Gold- 
waite,  from  Capt.  Allen's  company,  aged  17,  (Roaper),  volun- 
teer; David  Gay,  (Labourer),  aged  17,  impressed;  Samuel 
George,  aged  30,  (Labourer),  volunteer ;  Peter  Hubbard,  aged 
46,  (Labourer),  impressed;  Zebulon  Holmes,  aged  20,  volunteer; 
Wm.  Hcvins,  aged  20,  (Cordwainer),  volunteer;  Samuel  Haws, 
aged  18,  (Labourer),  volunteer;  William  Hubbard,  aged  16, 
(Labourer),  volunteer."    For  Fort  William  Henry  expedition. 

"Elisha  Ilayden  enlisted  in  Colonel  Lincoln's  regiment.  Sim- 


L   Probably  meaning  buBbandmou. 
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eon  Pain,  of  H  ruin  tree,  enlisted  in  Captain  Burk's  company,  of 
Fall  Town,  now  Bemardstown,  and  was  at  the  capitulation  of 
Fort  William  Henry." 

Campaign  of  1757.  Capt.  Peter  Thayer's  company  marched 
in  August,  1757,  at  the  alarm  for  the  relief  of  Fort  William 
Henry.  They  marched  as  far  as  Koxhiiry  and  then  returned. 
The  following  is  tho  roll,  viz:  "Peter  Thayer,  Captain;  John 
White,  Lieutenant;  Joseph  Hay  ward,  Ensign  ;  Moses  Brnckett, 
Seth  Turner,  Samuel  Hunt,  Sergeants;  Samuel  Marsh,  Richard 
Faxon,  John  Tower,  Corporals ;  Charles  Baxter,  Samuel  Steph- 
ens, William  Adams,  Peter  Underwood,  Joseph  Lambart,  David 
Pain,  Joseph  Cleverly,  son  to  Benjamin  Cleverly,  Elijah  Neal, 
Richard  Thayer,  Jr.,  Silas  Lovewell,  Jesse  Wild,  Elijah  Thayer, 
Nathaniel  Capen,  Samuel  Curtis,  Jr.,  Malachi  Ncwcomb,  Sam- 
uel French,  Jr.,  Samuel  Bedlow,  of  Weymouth,  John  Hunt,  Jr., 
Daniel  Hunt,  Jr.,  Daniel  Pratt,  Joseph  Lovewell,  Samuel  Nash, 
Adam  French,  John  Ilollis,  John  Bagley,  Ephriam  Hunt,  Jr., 
Joseph  Tower,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Pain,  Joshua  French,  Nathaniel 
Pratt,  Nehemiah  French,  Lemuel  Baxter,  David  Bates,  Jr., 
Stephen  Pratt,  John  Shaw,  Isaac  Shaw,  Isaac  Porter,  Elijah 
Hayden,  James  White,  Ephriam  Thayer,  Joseph  Nightingale." 
— Mass.  Archives. 

Campaign  of  1758.  Captain  Ward's  company,  of  Hingham, 
was  organized  to  take  part  in  the  reduction  of  Canada.  The 
following  named  persons  enlisted  in  this  company  from  Brain- 
tree:  "Seth  Turner,  Lieutenant;  Mathias  Cheesman,  Caleb  Al- 
drich,  Corporals ;  Jacob  Pain,  Drummer;  Jonathan  Clark,  Seth 
French,  Elijah  French,  Jonathan  Green,  William  Hayden,  Clem- 
ent Hayden,  Jonathan  Willis,  Noah  Howard,  Edward  Jones, 
Silas  Novell,  Joseph  Lovell,  Joseph  Niles,  John  Niles,  Benjamin 
Nash,  William  Niles,  Amos  Stetson,  John  Spear,  David  Solon, 
Stephen  Salsbury,  Richard  Thayer,  Jesse  Thayer,  Elijah  Thayer, 
John  Tower,  Joseph  Tower,  Edmund  Littlefield." 

Tho  following  named  persons  of  Braintree  enlisted  in  the  war- 
ship King  George,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Hal- 
lowell,  Jan.  10th,  1758,  this  ship  being  stationed  on  the  coast  for 
its  protection :  Jonathan  Crosby,  (mate)  ;  Jonathan  Crosby,  (2d 
mate);  Benjamin  Gloason,  (armorer);  Winter  Bosson,  Grogory 
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Bass,  Richard  Brackett,  Thomas  Cleverly,  Nathaniel  Gallop, 
Ephriam  Graves,  Moses  Penniman,  Joseph  Sanders,  William 
Spear." 

Jothain  Gay's  company  went  to  Halifax  in  17f»9,  and  wos  in 
service  from  March  31st  to  Novcmhor  30th  of  this  year.  The 
following  named  Braintree  men  enlisted  in  this  company:  "Na- 
ham  Belcher,  Sergeant ;  John  Noyes,  Corporal ;  Clement  Crane, 
Winter  Bcsson,  Benjamin  Baxter,  Thomas  Belcher,  John  Boyles, 
Nchemiah  Blanchard,  Joseph  Blake,  Nathaniel  Capen,  Thomas 
Fen  ton,  Adam  French,  David  French,  Jonathan  Green,  Jona- 
than llolli*,  David  Ilorton,  Isaac  Ilayden,  Benjamin  Hunt,  Wil- 
liam Hobart,  Clement  Ilayden,  Daniel  Ilayden,  Jonathan  Nilcs, 
John  Nilcs,  Stephen  Pain,  Isaac  Smith,  Palctiah  Stephens,  Zae- 
cheus  Thayer,  Simeon  Thayer,  Noah  Thayer,  Abel  Thayer,  John 
Tower."  As  the  time  of  service  of  the  companies  was  short, 
many  of  the  men  reinlisted  in  other  companies  on  their  return, 
which  causes  the  repetition  of  the  names  of  a  number  of  those 
who  went  again  into  the  army. 

The  following  served  under  the  command  of  Captain  Nathan- 
icl  Blake:  "Jonathan  Fesscndcn,  Lieutenant;  Moses  Marsh, 
Corporal;  Daniel  Ames,  Drummer,  (pay  to  Dr.  Miller,  as  his 
servant) ;  Jacob  French,  Jonathan  Bishop,  Jacob  Goldwaite, 
Peter  Hubbard,  Timothy  French,  James  Puffer." 

Capt.  Samuel  Thaxter's  company.  The  following  named  per- 
sons from  Braintree  wero  members  of  this  company  for  tho 
Crown  Point  expedition  in  175G:  "William  Whitmarsh,  Lieu- 
tenant; Nathaniel  Bagly,  Ensign ;  Thos.  Gill,  Sergeant;  Ben- 
jamin Baxter,  Sergeant;  John  Pratt,  Jr.,  Sergeant;  Thomas 
Ilearsey,  Clerk;  John  King,  Hosea  Dunbar,  Thomas  Hollis,  L. 
Lincoln,  Corporal;  Edmund  Crane,  Drummer;  Samuel  Joy, 
Nehemiah  Blanchard." 

The  following  named  Braintree  pcoplo  were  in  Capt.  Joseph 
Hodges1  company,  mado  up  mostly  from  Taunton  and  Norton  : 
"Mathias  Cheesman,  20;  Benjamin  Nash,  24."  Crown  Point 
expedition,  1750. 

In  Byfield  Lyde's,  Esq.,  company.  Ezra  Nilcs,  22 ;  Elisha 
Ilayden,  21  ;  Clement  Ilayden,  19."    Vol.  IV,  p.  430. 

In  Capt.  Win,  Ail  mil  mutt's  company,  1768,  not  in  the  capitu- 
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lation,  "Jacob  French,  Seth  Frencli,  Samuel  Leo,  Ephriam  Pray, 
Joshua  Russell,  Ncmiah  Blanchard." 

In  Capt.  Win.  Arbuthnott's  company,  of  Marlborough,  there 
were  at  the  capitulation  of  Fort  William  Henry,  "  William  Cor- 
nell, William  Hubbard,  Jonathan  Blanchard." 

In  Capt.  Samuel  Robbin's  company,  "Joseph  Nichols  (killed 
or  taken),  Silas  Warner,  Zephaniah  Batchler." 

In  Capt.  Jeremiah  Richard's  company,  of  Roxbury,  1759, 
"David  Hayden,  Wilson  Marsh,  Joseph  Nightingale,  Ephriam 
Pray,"  for  the  reduction  of  Canada. 

In  Capt.  Asa  Foster's  company,  for  the  reduction  of  Canada, 

1759,  "Jonathan  Walker,  Joseph  Walker." 

In  Capt.  Simeon  Gary's  company,  of  Bridgewater,  1759,  "Wil- 
liam Nightingale,  Joseph  Nilcs,  (iideon  Thayer,  from  14th  of 
May  to  Jan.  2d,  following." 

In  Capt.  Benjamin  Beale's  company,  1759,  "  Benjamin  Diah, 
Jonathan  Diah,  Christopher  Dyer,  Eliphalet  Hinckley,  from  May 
12th,  1759,  to  Feb.  23d,  1760."    Crown  Point. 

In  Capt.  Jabez  Snow's  company,  "Thomas  Chevers,  Josiah 
Sanders,  Joseph  I  higgles  Pain,  from  July  2d  to  Doc.  15th, 

1760.  " 

In  Capt.  Josiah  Dunbar's  company,  of  Bridgewater,  "John 
Downing  (deserter),  Silas  Clark,  Enoch  Hayden,  from  Feb.  14th 
to  Dec.  28th,  1700." 

In  Capt.  Thomas  Penniman's  company,  of  Stonghton,  "  Barash 
Jordan,  Sorgoant ;  Jonathan  Clark,  Drummer;  William  Hub- 
bard, Enoch  Hayden,  Joseph  Man,  Ilc/xkiah  Luddcn,  Daniel 
Hayden,  Benjamin  Dyer,  Joseph  Nyles,  Samuel  Jordan,  Isaao 
Allen,  Thos.  Hollis,  Lemuel  Veasey,  Silas  Nyles,  Elijah  Thayer, 
Isaac  Dunham,  Joshua  Thayer,  Samuel  Jones,  Richard  Hayden. 
Feb.  7th,  1761."    Vol.  XCVIII,  p.  292. 

In  Capt.  Stephen  Whipple's  company,  of  Ipswich,  "Christo- 
pher Thayer.    1761."    Vol.  XCVIII,  p.  381. 

In  Capt.  Timothy  Hamcut's  company,  "Abijah  Neil,  Peter 
Ncwcomb,  Ebenezcr  Niles,  John  Perry,  Bcnj.  Stetson,  Christo- 
pher Thayer,  Lemuel  Thayer,  Abel  Thayer.  Mar.  19th,  1702." 
Vol.  XCVIII,  p.  418. 

In  Capt.  Samuel  Dunbar's  company,  1763,  "Moses  Littlefield, 
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Levi  Luddcn,  John  Niles,  Jonathan  Niles,  James  Niles,  Ebcne- 
zer  Niles,  Jacob  Nash,  Daniel  Pratt,  Benjamin  Stutson,  Thomas 
Sever,  John  Stoddard,  John  Thayer,  William  Thayer,  Paul 
Thayer." 


REVOLUTIONARY  PERIOD. 


We  now  come  to  the  Revolutionary  Period.    The  homo  gov- 
ernment had  completed  a  peace  at  Paris,  in  1763,  which  created 
great  ri'joieing  in  tliu  Provinces,  as  ihoy  looked  forward  to  a 
long  period  of  prosperity.   Young  King  George  the  Third  had 
just  ascended  the  throne,  and  the  Provinces  placed  great  confi- 
dence in  his  expected  just  administration ;  but  they  were  soon 
doomed  to  disappointment.    The  king  was  under  the  influence 
of  a  corrupt  ministry,  led  and  controlled  by  Burt,  a  designing 
demagogue  and  an  unprincipled  Scotchman,  who  soon  showed 
their  hatred  to  tho  Provinces  by  having  onerous  and  oppres- 
sive laws  enacted,  such  as  the  Writs  of  Assistance  and  the 
Stamp  Act.    Mr.  Pitt,  afterwards  Earl  Chatham,  an  able  States- 
man and  a  brilliant  orator,  who  was  opposed  to  the  taxation 
of  the  Provinces,  was  succeeded  by  Burt,  the  king's  favorite. 
But  a  revenue  they  must  have,  and  the  Provinces  must  pay 
it.     So  Parliament,  in  tho  year  1765,  passed  an  act  for  this 
purpose,  called  tho  Stamp  Act,  which  was  instrumental  in 
producing  that  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  parent  government 
that,  ten  years  after,  burst  forth  into  open  hostilities.  This 
bill  was  brought  into  Parliament  by  Mr.  Grenvill,  and  ad- 
vocated by  Mr.  Townsend.     Colonel  Barre  opposed  it  in  his 
well-known  eloquent  and  powerful  speech,  which  availed  noth- 
ing,  as  the  bill  passed  the  House  of  Commons  by  a  vote  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  in  favor  and  fifty  against  it.    So  strong  was 
the  sentiment  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  support  of  tho  bill  that 
there  was  not  a  word  Bpoken  against  it.  It  took  its  final  passage 
on  tho  22d  of  March,  1765.    Dr.  Franklin  wrote  to  Mr.  Charles 
Thompson  (afterwards  secretary  of  Congress),  on  the  night  after 
its  passage  :— "The  candle  of  liberty  is  set ;  you  must  set  up  the 
candle  of  industry  and  economy."    He  said  to  Mr.  Ingersoll, 
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who  asked  his  advice  about  accepting  the  agency  to  distribute 
stamps : — "  Go  homo  and  tell  your  countrymen  to  get  children 
as  fast  ns  they  can."  Intimating  by  this  assertion  that  war  was 
inevitable,  and  that  suitable  material  was  wanted  in  the  Colonies 
to  establish  an  army  for  activo  warfare. 

The  passago  of  this  impost  tax  on  tho  Colonies  was  received 
in  Massachusetts  with  indignation  and  sorrow,  thinking  as  they 
did,  that  this  action  of  the  parent  government  in  imposing  such 
excessive  taxes  upon  them,  would  result  in  a  dreaded,  uncalled- 
for  and  internecine  war. 

Tho  newspapers  ardently  regretted  the  Provinces'  loss  of  lib- 
erty, and  urged  tho  people  to  organize  into  associations  for  their 
mutual  protection  against  the  tyranny  of  tho  home  government. 
Upon  this  call  of  the  press,  tho  inhabitants  in  many  of  tho  towns 
came  together  and  formed  patriotic  societies,  which  were  called 
"Sons  of  Liberty."  Those  associations  in  a  number  of  towns 
set  out  liberty  trees,1  under  which  these  sons  of  freedom  used 
to  assemble  and  proclaim  those  earnest,  patriotic  sentiments  for 
liberty  and  an  activo  aggression  against  the  crown,  that  set  tho 
Colonies  in  a  blaze,  and  ultimately  consummated  in  the  war  of 
the  American  Revolution. 

The  sentiment  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hraintree  at  this  time, 
cannot  be  better  illustrated  than  by  giving  the  following  extract 
from  Mr.  John  Adams'  interesting  Diary,  Vol.  I,  p.  185,  in 
which  he  gives  an  account  of  a  town  meeting  of  that  year,  stat- 
ing J,hat  it  was  "the  first  popular  struggle  of  tho  Revolution  in 
the  town  of  Hraintree."'' 

1.  1706,  "May  4th,  Sunday.  Returning  from  m«ctiug  this  morning;  I  saw 
for  the  first  time  a  likely  young  button-wood  tree,  lately  plauted  on  tho  triangle 
made  by  the  three  roads,  by  the  house  of  Mr.  James  lirackott.  Tho  treo  is  well 
set,  well  guarded,  aud  has  on  it  au  iuscripiiuu,  'The  treo  of  Liborty,  uud 
cursed  is  ho  who  outs  this  tree  !'  Q.  What  will  bb  the  consequences  of  this 
thought  ?  I  never  heard  a  hint  of  it  till  I  saw  it,  but  I  hoar  that  wine  persons 
grumble,  and  threaten  to  girdle  it." — Adams'  lM.it* ,  Vol.  II,  p.  I'.H. 

Tradition  says  that  this  true  died  a  iialural  death  in  night  years.  It  was 
located  at  the  juuetion  of  Hancock,  Kim  aud  St  haul  streets,  where  the  reservoir 
now  is,  and  was  then  called  Hrackett' s  corner,  now  called  Williams*  corner. 

2.  "  Mar.  1st,  Saturday.  Spent  a  part  of  last  evening  with  Mr.  Jo.  ('loverly. 
Ho  is  a  tiptoe  for  town  meeting  ;  he  has  muuy  schemes  and  improvements  in 
his  head, — namely,  for  separating  tho  ollices  of  coustablo  aud  collector  ;  collect- 
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The  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  in  17G6,  was  received  in  JJoston 
on  the  16th  of  May,  and  general  rejoicing  was  had  in  most  of 
the  towns  of  the  Colony,  by  the  firing  of  gun*,  ringing  of  bolls 
and  l>eating  of  drums.    J»nt  in  Rrnintrcc  the  Tory  element  was 

lug  tnxrs  has  laid  the  foundation  for  the  rnin  of  many  families.  He  is  for  five 
selectmen,  and  will  rote  for  the  old  once,  Mr.  Qnlncy  find  Major  Miller.  Ho 
hear*  tliey  era  for  burning  out  nil  Hie  old  selectmen,  and  choosing  u  now  sot ; 
they  for  having  hut  three,  &c. 

"  The  only  way  is  to  op|>ose  schemes  to  schemes,  and  so  hreak  in  upon  tltem. 
Cleverly  will  become  a  great  town  meeting  mnn.  and  a  great  speaker  In  town 
meeting.  Q.  What  effect  will  this,  have  on  the  town  nffairs  ?  •  Drnther  tells 
mo  that  William  Veasey,  Jr.,  tolls  him  he  has  hot  one  objection  against  Jona- 
than Itass,  nnd  that  is,  Itass  is  too  forwnrd.  When  a  man  is  forward,  we  may 
conclude  ho  has  some  selfish  view,  some  self  ends.  Brother  asked  him  if  ho 
and  his  party  would  carry  that  nigument  through.  It  holds  stronger  against 
Captain  Thayer  nnd  Major  Miller  than  it  everdid  against  anybody  in  this  town, 
excepting  Colonel  Cooch  and  Captain  Mills.  lint  I  desire  the  proof  of  Bass's 
forwardness.  Has  he  been  more  so  than  Major  Miller?  Come,  come,  Mr.  Vea- 
sey, says  Master  Jo.  Cleverly,  don't  you  say  too  much;  I  au't  of  that  mind. 
Ego.  Itass  is  an  active,  capable  man,  but  no  seeker  hy  moan  begging  or  buy- 
ing of  votes. 

"3d,  Monday.  My  brother  Voter,  Mr.  Etter  and  Mr.  Field,  having  a  numbor 
of  votes  prepared  for  Mr.  Quiney  and  me,  sot  themselves  to  scatter  them  in 
town  meeting.  The  town  had  been  very  silent  and  still,  my  name  had  never 
been  mentioned,  nor  had  our  friends  ever  talked  of  any  new  Selectmen  at  all, 
excepting  in  tho  South  Precinct;  but  as  soon  as  they  found  there  was  an  at- 
tempt to  bo  made,  they  fell  in  and  assisted  ;  and,  although  there  were  six  differ- 
ent hats  with  votes  for  as  many  different  persons,  besides  a  considerable  number 
of  scattering  votes,  I  had  tho  major  vote  of  tho  assembly  the  first  time  Mr. 
Quiney  hail  more  than  ono  hundred  and  sixty  voles.  I  had  hutono  vote  moro 
than  half.  Snmo  of  tho  church  people,— Mr.  Jo.  Clovorly,  his  brother  Itcu  and 
sou,  Sic,  and  Mr.  Ben.  Vcsoy,  of  tho  middlo  product,  Mr.  James  Faxon,  &c, 
—I  found  wero  grievod  and  chagrined  for  tho  loss  of  their  dear  Major  Millor. 
Etter  and  my  brother  took  a  skilful  method  ;  they  lota  number  of  young  follows 
into  tho  design,  John  Buggies,  1'oter  Newcomb,  &c,  who  were  very  well 
pleased  with  tho  employment,  and  put  about  a  groat  many  votes.  Many  per- 
sons, 1  hear  acted  slyly  and  douoitfiilljr  ;  this  is  always  tho  caso.  I  own  it  gave 
mo  much  pleasure  to  find  I  hail  so  many  friends,  and  that  my  conduct  in  town 
has  been  not  disapproved.  The  choice  was  quite  unexpected  to  me.  I  thought 
tho  project  was  so  now  aud  sudden  that  tho  pooplo  had  not  digested  it,  and 
would  goucrally  snpposo  tho  town  would  not  like  it,  and  so  would  not  voto  for 
it.  But  my  brother's  answer  was,  that  it  had  been  talked  of  last  year  aud  somo 
years  before,  and  that  tho  thought  was  familiar  to  tho  pooplo  in  general,  and 
was  moro  agreeable  than  anything  of  the  kind  that  could  bo  proposed  to  many, 
and  for  theso  reasons  his  hopes  wero  strong.  Jlnt  tho  triumph  of  tho  party  was 
very  considerable,  though  not  complete;  for  Thayer  aud  Miller,  and  the  lato 
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bo  strong  and  influential  that  no  public  demonstration  was  held. 
And  Mr.  Adams  relates,  "A  duller  day  than  lost  Monday,  when 
tho  Province  was  in  a  rapture  for  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act, 
I  do  not  remember  to  have  passed.  And  the  town  of  Jiraintreo 
insensible  to  the  common  joy." 

In  1705,  tho  noted  Jlruintrco  instructions  to  their  Itcprcsonta- 
tivo  were  drawn  up  by  Mr.  John  Adams,  and  presented  to  tho 

lessees  of  the  north  commons,  and  many  of  the  church  people,  and  many  others 
had  determined  to  get  out  Deacon  Penniman;  hut,  instead  of  that,  their  favor- 
ite was  dropped,  and  I,  more  obnoxious  to  that  party  than  even  Deacon  Penni- 
man  or  any  otlter  man,  was  chosen  in  his  room,  and  Deacon  Penniman  was 
saved  with  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  votes— a  more  reputable  election 
than  even  Thayer  himself  had. 

"Mr.  Jo.  Bass  was  extremely  sorry  for  the  loss  of  Major  Miller;  he  would 
never  come  to  auolher  mooting.  Mr.  Jo.  Clovorly  could  not  account  for  many 
tilings  done  at  town  meetings.  His  motion  for  choosing  collectors  was  slighted ; 
his  motion  for  lessening  his  fine  was  thrown  out;  and  he  made  no  sort  of  figure 
as  a  speaker;  so  that  I  believe  Mr.  Cleverly  will  make  no  hand.  Elisha  Niles 
says,  *  set  a  knave  to  catch  a  knave.'  A  few  days  before  a  former  March  meet- 
ing, he  told  Thayer  that  he  had  a  mind  to  get  in  Deacon  Penniman.  Thayer 
asked  him  who  ho  would  have  with  him.  lie  answered,  Capt.  Allen.  Thayer 
made  him  no  answer,  but  when  the  meeting  came,  was  choson  himself. 

"Mr.  Thomas  Faxon,  of  this  end  of  tho  town,  told  iny  wifo  he  never  saw 
anybody  chosen  so  neatly  in  his  life, — not  a  word,  not  a  whisper  beforehand. 
Peter  Newcomb  gave  him  a  vote;  he  had  one  beforo  for  Miller,  and  had  heard 
nothing  of  me;  but  he  thought  I  should  have  ono.  So  he  dropped  that  for  Mil- 
ler. Jo.  Nightingale  asked  my  wife,  4  Mr.  Adams  will  have  too  much  business, 
will  he  not;  tho  courts  to  attend,  selectman  and  representative  at  May,  &o?* 
Mr.  John  Itaxtor,  tho  old  gentleman,  told  ino  ho  was  very  well  pleased  with  tho 
choice  at  the  north  end,  &0.  Old  Mr.  John  ltugglos  voted  for  mo;  but  says 
that  Thayer  will  (bo  chosou)  at  May.  If  I  would  set  up,  ho  would  vote  for  mo, 
and  I  should  go,  but  Mr.  Quincy  will  not.  Lieut.  Uolbrook,  1  hoar,  was  much 
in  my  favor,  &o.   Thus  the  town  is  pretty  generally  disputing  about  me,  I  find. 

"  But  this  choice  will  not  disconcert  Thayer,  at  May,  though  it  will  weaken 
him.  But,  as  I  said  boforo,  the  triumph  was  not  complete;  Cornet  Bass  had 
the  most  votes  the  first  time,  and  would  have  come  in  tho  second,  but  the  north 
end  people,  his  friends,  after  putting  in  their  votes  the  first  time,  withdrew  for 
refreshment,  by  which  accident  ho  lost  it,  to  their  great  regret. 

"  Mark  the  fruits  of  this  election  to  mc.  Will  tho  church  peoplo  bo  angry, 
and  grow  hot  aud  furious,  or  will  thoy  bo  cooler  and  culmor  for  it?  Will 
Thayer's  other  precinct  friends  resent  it  and  become  more  violent,  or  will  they 
bo  loss  so?  In  short,  I  cannot  answer  these  questions;  many  of  them  will  bo 
disheartenod,  I  know;  somo  will  ltoglad. 

"  10th,  Monday.  Last  week  wont  to  Boston  and  to  Woyinouth,  &o.  1  hoar 
that  Mr.  Benjamin  Cleverly  has  already  bes|K>ke  Mr.  John  Buggies,  Jr.,  agaiust 
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inhabitants  of  tlio  town  at  a  legally  assembled  meeting,  on  the 
24th  of  September,  and  unanimously  voted,  "  that  instructions 
should  be  given  their  Representative  for  his  conduct  in  General 
Assembly  on  this  great  occasion."  The  active  part  that  Mr. 
Adams  took  in  these  instructions  can  bo  better  understood  by 
giving  it  in  his  own  language  :— 

"  I  drew  up  a  petition  to  the  Selectmen  of  Braintrce,  and  pro- 
cured it  to  be  signed  by  a  number  of  the  respcctablo  inhabitants 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  town,  to  instruct  their  Representative 
in  relation  to  the  stamps.  The  public  attention  of  the  whole 
continent  was  alarmed,  and  my  principles  and  political  connec- 
tions were  well  known.  I  prepared  a  draught  of  instructions  at 
home,  and  carried  them  with  me.  The  cause  of  the  meeting 
was  explained  at  some  length,  and  the  state  and  dangers  of  the 
country  pointed  out ;  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  in- 
structions, of  which  I  was  nominated  as  one.  We  retired  to 
Mr.  Nilcs'  house,  my  draught  was  produced  and  unanimously 
adopted  without  amendments,  reported  to  the  town  and  ac- 
cepted without  a  dissenting  voice.  These  were  published  by 
Draper's  paper,  as  that  printer  first  applied  to  me  for  a  copy. 
They  were  decided  and  spirited  enough.  They  rang  through 
the  State,  and  were  adopted  in  so  many  words,  as  I  was  in- 
formed by  tho  Representatives  of  that  year,  by  forty  towns,  as 
instructions  to  their  Representatives.  They  were  honored  suffi- 
ciently, by  tho  friends  of  tho  government,  with  tho  epithets  of 
inflammatory."1 

May  meeting,— promised  him  as  much  as  he  could  cat  anil  drink  of  tho  best  sort 
if  lie  will  vote  for  Captain  Thayer;  told  him  ho  would  not  havo  acted  as  he  did, 
at  March,  if  it  had  not  Iteen  for  Thomas  Nowcomb,  aud  that  ho  would  vote  for 
Thayer,  at  May,  if  it  was  not  for  Thomas  Newcomb.  By  this,  tho  other  sido 
aro  alarmed;  the  craft,  they  think,  is  in  dangor;  but  I  Iwliovo  thoir  fears  aro 
groundless,  though  I  wish  thore  was  good  reason  for  them. 

"  Drnnk  tea  at  Mr.  letter's.  Ho  says  all  tho  blatno  is  laid  to  him,  and  that  a 
certain  man  taken  it  very  ill  of  him.  By  the  way,  I  heard  to-day  that  Major 
Miller  and  James  Urackett,  Jr.,  wero  heard,  since  March  meeting,  raving 
against  Dea.  Palmer,  and  said  ho  was  a  knave,  &c.     Q.  About  this  quarrel  ?  " 

1.    "7*0  Ebcnezcr  Thayer,  Esq.  :— 

"Sin:  In  all  tho  calamities  which  havo  ever  befallen  this  connty,  we  havo 
never  felt  so  great  a  concern,  or  such  alarming  apprehensions,  as  on  this  occa- 
sion.  Such  is  our  loyality  to  tho  King,  our  veneration  for  botli  houses  of  l'arli- 
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The  French  and  Indian  War  had  caused  such  a  severe  drain 
upon  the  resources  and  limited  means  of  the  Province,  that  the 
town  was  obliged  to  make  the  following  law  in  regard  to  econo- 
my, industry  and  the  protection  of  home  manufacture,  viz. : — 

"  Whereas,  the  well-being  and  happiness  of  all  civil  commu- 
nities depend  on  industry,  economy  and  good  morals.  And  this 
town  takes  into  serious  consideration  the  great  decay  of  the  trade 
of  tho  Province,  tho  scarcity  of  money,  the  heavy  debt  con- 
tracted in  the  late  war,  which  still  remains  on  the  people,  and 
the  great  difficulties  to  which  they  are  by  these  means  reduced. 


anient,  ami  our  ulYoction  for  all  our  fellow-subjects  in  Britain,  that  measures 
which  discover  any  nnkinduess  in  that  country  towards  us  are  the  more  sensi- 
bly and  intimately  felt  And  wo  can  no  longer  forbear  complaining,  that  many 
of  tho  measures  of  the  late  ministry,  ami  some  of  tho  luto  nets  of  Parliament, 
have  a  tendency,  in  our  apprehonsion,  to  divest  us  of  our  most  essential  rights 
Mid  liberties.  We  shall  confine  oursolves,  however,  chiefly  to  the  acts  of  Par- 
liament, commonly  called  the  Stamp  Act,  by  which  a  very  burthensomo,  and 
in  our  opinion,  unconstitutional  tax,  is  to  bo  laid  upon  ns  all ;  and  we  subjected 
to  numerous  and  enormous  penalties,  to  bo  prosecuted,  sued  for  and  recovered, 
at  the  option  of  an  informer,  in  a  Court  of  Admiralty,  without  a  jury. 

"  Wo  havo  callod  this  a  burthuiisoino  tax,  bocauso  the  duties  are  so  numerous 
and  so  high,  and  the  embarrassments  to  business  in  this  infant,  sparsely-settled 
country  so  great,  that  it  would  be  totally  impossible  for  tho  peoplo  to  subsist 
under  it,  if  wo  had  110  controversy  at  all  about  the  right  and  authority  of  im- 
posing it.  Considering  tho  present  scarcity  of  money,  wo  havo  reason  to  think, 
the  execution  of  that  act  for  a  short  space  of  time  would  drain  the  country  of 
its  cash,  Btrip  multitudes  of  all  their  property  and  reduce  them  to  absolute  lieg- 
gary.  And  what  the  consequence  would  l>o  to  tho  poaco  of  tho  Province,  from 
so  sudden  a  shock  and  such  a  convulsive  chango  in  the  wholo  course  of  our 
business  and  subsistence,  wo  tromblo  to  cousidor.  Wo  furthor  appruhoml  this 
tax  to  be  unconstitutional.  Wo  have  always  understood  it  to  bo  a  grand  and 
fundamental  principle  of  the  Constitution,  that  no  freeman  should  be  subject  to 
any  tax  to  which  he  has  not  given  his  own  consent,  in  person  or  by  proxy.  Ami 
tho  maxims  of  tho  law,  as  we  have  constantly  received  them,  are  to  tho  samo 
effect,  that  no  freeman  can  be  separated  from  his  property  but  by  his  own  act 
or  fault.  Wo  take  it  clearly,  therefore,  to  lw  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  tho 
common  law,  and  of  the  essential  fundamental  principles  of  tho  British  Consti- 
tution, that  wo  should  bo  subjoct  to  any  tax  ini|>osod  by  tho  British  Parliamont; 
bocauso  wo  are  not  represented  in  that  assembly  in  any  souse,  unless  it  bo  by  a 
fiction  of  law,  as  inseusiblo  in  theory  as  it  would  bo  iujurious  in  practice,  if  such 
a  taxation  should  be  grounded  on  it. 

"  But  the  most  grievous  innovation  of  all,  is  tho  alarming  extension  of  tho 
power  of  Courts  of  Admiralty.  In  these  Courts,  ono  judge  prosidos  alone!  No 
juries  havo  any  concern  there!   The  law  aud  tho  fact  ure  both  to  be  decided  by 
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Therefore  voted,  thai  the  town  will  use  their  utmost  endeavors, 
and  enforce  their  endeavors  by  example  in  suppressing  extrava- 
gance, idleness  and  vice,  and  promote  industry,  economy  and 
good  morals,  in  the  town.  And  in  order  to  prevent  the  unnec- 
essary exportation  of  money,  of  which  this  Province  has  of  late 
been  so  much  drained.  It  is  further  voted  that  the  town  will, 
by  all  prudent  means,  discontinue  the  use  of  foreign  superflui- 
ties, and  encourage  the  manufactures  of  the  Province,  and  par- 
ticularly those  of  this  town." 

May  25th,  1770.  Protest  of  the  town  against  a  meeting  at 
Cambridgo : — "  Whereas,  the  present  precept  directing  us  to 
choose  one  or  more  representatives,  requiring  our  sending  such 

the  samo  single  judge,  whoso  commission  is  only  during  pleasure,  and  with 
whom,  as  wc  aro  told,  tho  most  mischievous  of  all  customs  has  becoino  estab- 
lished, that  of  taking  commissions  on  all  condemnations;  so  that  he  Is  under  n 
pecuniary  temptation  always  against  the  subject.  Now,  if  tho  wisdom  of  the 
mother  country  ha*  thought  tho  Independency  of  judges  so  essential  to  an  impar- 
tial administration  of  justice,  it*  to  render  thorn  imlc|HMidcut  of  every  |»owcr 
on  earth- iu<le|MUidoiit  of  the  Kin:;,  the  1  lords,  tho  Commons,  the  people,  nay, 
hidcjMmdcnt  in  hopo  and  cx|»octatiou  of  tho  heir-apparent,  by  continuing  their 
com  mission  after  a  demise  of  the  crown,  what  justice  and  impartiality  aro  wo, 
three  Uiousand  miles  distant  from  tho  fountain,  to  expect  from  such  a  Judge  of 
Admiralty?  We  have  all  along  thought  the  acts  of  trade  in  this  respect  a 
griovance;  but  the  Stamp  Act  has  opened  a  vast  number  of  sources  of  new 
crimes,  which  may  be  committed  by  any  man,  aud  cannot  but  be  committod  by 
multitudes,  and  prodigious  iionaltics  aro  annexed,  and  all  those  are  to  bo  tried 
by  such  a  judge  of  such  a  court.  Whut  can  bo  wanting,  after  this,  hut  a  wo;ik 
or  wicked  man  for  a  judgo,  to  render  us  tho  most  sordid  and  forlorn  of  slaves? 
We  mean  tho  slaves  of  a  slave  of  the  servants  of  a  Minister  of  State.  We  can- 
not help  asserting,  therefore,  that  this  part  of  tho  act  will  mako  a  great  chaugo  in 
tho  constitution  of  juries,  and  it  is  directly  repugnant  to  tho  Great  Charter 
itself;  for  by  that  Charter,  'no  amerciament  shall  be  assessed,  but  l>y  the  oath 
of  houost  and  lawful  mon  of  the  vicinage';  aud,  'no  freeman  shall  be  taken  or 
Imprisoned j  or  desscized  of  his  freehold  or  liberties  of  free  customs,  nor  passed 
upon,  nor  condemned,  but  by  lawful  judgmout  of  his  peers,  or  by  the  luw  of  tho 
laud.'  So  that  this  act  will  'make  such  distinctions,  and  create  such  a  difference 
between  '  the  subjects  in  Great  Britain  and  those  in  America,  as  wo  could  not 
have  expected  from  the  guardians  of  liberty  in  '  both.* 

"  As  these,  sir,  aro  our  sentiments  of  this  act,  we,  tho  freeholders  and  other 
inhabitants,  legally  assembled  for  this  purpose,  must  enjoiu  H  upon  you,  to 
comply  with  no  measures  or  proposals  for  countenancing  the  same,  or  assisting 
in  the  cxecu  tion  of  it,  but  by  all  lawful  means,  consistent  with  our  nllegianco 
to  the  King  and  relation  to  Croat  Britain,  to  oppose  the  execution  of  it,  till  wo 
can  bear  the  succoss  of  the  cries  aud  petitions  of  America  for  relief. 
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person  or  persons  to  Cambridge ;  but  the  law  positively  directs 
that  the  General  Court  shall  meet  at  the  Town  House  in  Boston. 
We  do  protest  against  said  requirements  for  the  General  Court 
to  meet  at  Cambridge  as  illegal,  and  an  infringement  of  our 
rights  and  privileges,  and  that  our  compliance  with  tho  precepts 
aforesaid  is  through  necessity,  and  shall  not  hereafter  be  drawn 
into  precedents.  Dea.  Joseph  Palmer,  Pea.  James  Penniman, 
Capt.  Benjamin  Beal,  Dea.  Jonathan  Webb,  Dea.  Jonathan 
Wild,  a  committee  on  Pamphlet." 

Committee's  Report,  March  1st,  1773 : — 

"1st.  That  we  apprehend  the  state  of  the  right  of  the  Colo- 
nists and  of  this  Province  in  particular,  together  of  the  infringe- 
ments and  violations  of  the  right  as  stated  in  the  pamphlet  com- 
mitted to  us,  are  in  general  fairly  represented  ;  and  that  the 
town  of  Boston  be  hereby  thanked  for  this  instance  of  their  ex- 
traordinary care  of  tho  public  welfare. 

"2d.  That  as  our  Fathers  left  their  native  country  and 
friends  in  order  that  they  and  their  posterity  might  enjoy  that 
civil  and  religious  liberty  here  which  they  could  not  enjoy  there, 


"  We  further  recommend  the  most  clear  and  explicit  assertion  and  vindica- 
tien  of  our  rights  and  liberties  to  bo  entered  on  tho  public  records,  that  tho  . 
world  may  know,  in  tho  presout  and  all  future  generations,  that  we  have  a  clear 
knowledge  and  a  just  sense  of  them,  and,  with  submission  to  Divine  Provi- 
dence, that  wo  never  can  be  slaves. 

"  Nor  can  we  think  it  advisahlo  to  agree  to  any  steps  for  tho  protection  of 
stamped  papers  or  slump  oflicers.  (iood  and  whnlcsomo  laws  wo  liuve  already 
for  tho  preservation  of  tho  peace;  ami  we  apprehend  there  is  no  furtltor  danger 
of  tumult  and  disorder,  to  which  wo  have  a  woll-groundod  uvorsion;  and  that 
any  extraordinary  ami  expensivo  exertions  would  tend  to  exasperate  tho  people 
and  endanger  tho  puhlic  tranquillity,  rather  than  the  contrary.  Indeed,  we  can- 
not too  often  inculcate  upon  you  our  desires,  that  all  extraordinary  grants  and 
expensive  measures  may,  upon  nil  occasions,  as  much  as  possible,  bo  avoided. 

"The  puhlic  money  of  this  country  is  the  toil  and  labor  of  tho  people,  who 
are  under  mauy  uncommon  difficulties  aud  distresses  at  this  time,  so  that  all 
reasonable  frugality  ought  to  bo  observed.  And  wo  would  rocummoud  particu- 
larly, tho  strictest  care  and  tho  utmost  firmness  to  prevent  all  unconstitutional 
draughts  upon  tho  public  treasury.  Samuel  N.lks, 

John  Adams, 
Nouton  Qviucy, 
Jamks  Pknniman, 

JUHK  llAVWAUU." 
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we,  their  descendants,  are  determined,  by  the  grace  of  God,  that 
our  consciences  shall  not  accuse  us  with  having  acted  unworthy 
such  pious  and  venerable  heroes,  and  that  we  will  by  all  lawful 
ways  nnd  means,  preserve  at  all  events,  all  our  civil  and  religious 
rights  and  privileges. 

"4th.  That  by  tho  divine  constitution  of  things,  there  is  such 
a  connection  between  civil  nnd  religious  liberty,  that  in  what- 
ever nation  or  government  the  one  is  crushed,  the  other  seldom 
if  ever,  survives  long  after;  of  this,  history  furnishes  abundant 
evidence. 

"5th.  That  nil  civil  officers  fire,  or  ought  to  be,  servants  to 
the  people,  and  dependant  upon  them  for  their  official  support, 
and  every  instance  to  the  contrary,  from  the  governor  down- 
wards, tends  to  crush  and  destroy  civil  liberty. 

"  Gth.  That  we  bear  true  loyalty  to  our  lawful  King,  George 
the  III,  and  unfeigned  affection  to  our  brethren  in  Great  Brit- 
tain  and  Ireland,  and  to  all  our  sister  Colonics,  and  so  long  as 
our  mother  country  protects  us  in  our  Charter  rights  and  privi- 
leges, so  long  will  we,  by  Divine  assistance,  exert  our  utmost  to 
promote  the  welfare  of  the  whole  British  empire,  which  we  earn- 
estly pray  may  flourish  uninterruptedly  in  the  paths  of  right- 
eousness till  time  shall  bo  no  more. 

"  7th.  That  Mr.  Thayer,  our  representative,  be  hereby  direct- 
ed to  uso  his  utmost  endeavors  that  a  day  of  Fasting  and  Prayer 
be  appointed  throughout  the  Province,  for  humbling  ourselves 
before  God  in  this  day  of  darkness,  and  imploring  Divine  direc- 
tion and  assistance. 

"8th.   That  an  attested  copy  of  the  town's  proceedings  in 

this  matter  bo  transmitted  as  soon  as  may  be,  by  the  town  clerk, 

to  the  Boston  committee.  T  . 

Joseph  Palmer, 

Benjamin  Beal, 

Jonathan  Wild." 

March  11th,  1774.  Then  the  meeting  proceeded  to  tho  con- 
sideration of  public  affairs. 

»  We  have  reason  to  be  alarmed  when  all  that  is  dear  to  us  is 
at  stake,  and  there  can  be  nothing  more  influencing  than  tho 
danger  of  losing  our  civil  and  religious  Privileges,  Benefits  in 

50 
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themselves  truly  valuable  and  obtained  at  such  expense  of  treas- 
ure and  toil,  attended  with  such  Hazards  and  Hardships  as  not 
paralleled  in  Ilistory.  The  recovery  of  such  as  are  abridged  and 
preserving  those  that  remain,  will  undoubtedly  bo  judged  objects 
worthy  the  highest  attention. 

"The  declarative  rights  of  the  British  Parliament  to  tax  tho 
American  Colonies  without  their  consent,  and  to  make  laws 
binding  on  them  in  all  casos  whatsoever,  is  evidently  repugnant 
to  the  views  our  Predecessors  had  of  their  Privilege,  and  should 
it  take  place,  must  leave  us  and  our  Posterity  nothing  to  hope 
but  everything  to  Fear,  that  a  prejudiced  or  corrupted  Minis- 
try should  see  good  at  any  time  to  impose  on  us ;  and  as  the 
doctrine  of  Passive  obedience  and  non-resistance  is  not  less  mis- 
chievous in  Politicks  than  religion,  and  as  wo  have  an  unques- 
tionable right  to  use  every  lawful  means  to  ward  off  impending 
danger,  we  resolve : — 

"1st.  That  tho  great  end  and  design  for  which  men  first 
formed  themselves  into  Governmental  society  and  submitted  to 
Government,  was  the  greater  good  of  tho  whole,  and  not.  to 
enrich  or  aggrandize  one  or  a  few. 

"2d.  That  it  is  essential  to  this  groat  end,  the  greater  good 
of  the  whole,  that  all  Laws  be  by  tho  consent  of  the  People, 
either  Personally  or  by  their  Representatives,  Since  without  this 
right,  they  must  ever  be  exposed  to  oppression  from  their  rulers. 

"3d.  That  it  necessarily  follows  that  no  British  Law  can  justly 
be  binding  upon  us  who  neither  have,  or  (from  our  local  situation) 
possibly  can  have,  either  personally  or  by  Representatives,  any 
equal  share  in  enacting  thein.  And  we  therefore  resolve,  in  tho 
spirit  of  the  law  of  the  late  Colony  of  New  Plymouth,  above  a 
hundred  years  ago  *  That  no  act,  imposition  law  or  ordinance,  be 
made  or  imposed  upon  us  at  present  or  to  come,  but  such  as  (has 
or)  shall  be  enacted  by  the  consent  of  the  body  of  Freemen  or 
Associates,  or  their  Representatives  legally  assembled,  which  is 
according  to  the  free  liberties  of  the  freo  born  pcoplo  of  Eng- 
land,' and  of  the  same  purport  have  been  the  resolves  of  our 
own  Parliament  or  General  Assembly,  to  the  present  day. 

"  4th.  That  we  have  reason  thereof  to  complain,  that  there 
aro  now  in  being  sundry  acts  of  the  British  Legislature*  tho 
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professed  design  of  which  is  to  raise  a  revenue  in  America,  and 
by  which  our  property  is  by  unconstitutional  measures  extorted 
from  us,  and  applied,  not  to  pay  Brittain's  debts,  but  to  support 
Revenue  Commissioners,  etc.,  in  idleness  and  luxury,  to  the 
waste  of  our  property  and  danger  of  our  morals,  And  in  partic- 
ular the  late  act  of  the  British  Parliament,  which,  through  artful 
ministerial  contrivance,  allows  the  East  India  cor.  to  export 
Teas  to  America,  charged  with  a  duty  payable  here,  is  craftily 
calculated  to  establish  a  revenue,  which,  if  effected,  will  proba- 
bly render  abortive  all  future  opposition.  And  we  must  then  be 
liable  to  all  the  variety  of  taxation  which  Brittain  now  pays 
upon  a  Number  of  articles  most  necessary  for  the  convenience 
of  life,  besides  a  large  tax  upon  our  Land.  For  the  preventing 
whereof,  wo  resolve  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  put  an  end  to  the  use 
of  all  East  India  teas  and  piece  goods,  and  to  consider  every 
person  among  us  who  shall  hereafter  Buy,  sell  or  use  said  teas  or 
piece  gooils  until  our  grievances  aro  redressed,  (if  not  intention- 
ally), yet  practical  enemies  to  our  Rights  and  Liberties. 

"  5th.  That  the  declarative  right  of  the  British  Parliament, 
that  they  have  a  right  to  make  laws,  binding  to  the  Colonies  in 
all  cases  whatsoever,  is  very  alarming;  the  universality  of  this 
declaration  evinces  that  our  Religious  rights  are  in  danger  as  well 
as  our  civil.  For,  as  agreeable  to  this  declaration,  they  have  in 
fact  deprived  us  of  some  of  our  civil  rights,  and  imposed  taxes 
upon  us ;  so,  in  conformity  to  the  same  declaration,  by  an  act  of 
uniformity  or  otherwise,  they  may  impose  any  Religious  Shackles 
upon  us,  and  we  know  of  no  instance  wherein  a  people  have 
been  deprived  of  their  civil  rights  but  that  they  have  lost  their 
religious  rights  also,  and  from  the  nature  of  things,  they  must, 
or  fall  together. 

"  6th.  That  at  tho  sarao  time  wo  so  freely  resolve  and  deter- 
mine against  submission  to  foreign  taxation,  and  that  wo  deter- 
mine, by  tho  will  of  God,  to  stand  fast  in  the  liberty  wherewith 
we  arc  made  free,  and  to  hazard  life  itself  rather  than  submit  to 
foreign  taxation.  Wo  also  resolve  to  pay  all  obedience  to  our 
Provincial  Laws,  and  that  wo  will  not  uso  our  liberty  as  a  cloak 
of  licentiousness. 

"  7th.   Wo  greatly  lament  tho  want  of  a  truly  Patriotic  spirit, 
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and  that  private  views  and  interests  are  so  apparently  the  gov- 
erning motive  of  so  great  a  part  in  this  day  of  Distress  and 
Danger,  while  every  individual  is  interested,  or  can  we  have, 
notwithstanding  all  our  resolves  and  Determinations,  any  pros- 
pect of  a  favorable  issuo  unless  our  private  interests  give  placo 
to  the  general  good,  and  we  unitedly  engage  and  use  our  utmost 
efforts  to  promote  it,  and  to  that  end  we  shall  readily  join,  not 
only  with  our  Brethren  in  this  Province  but  through  this  wide- 
extended  continent,  in  every  lawful,  just  and  constitutional 
measure  for  recovering  and  preserving  inviolate,  all  our  civil 
and  religious  rights  and  privileges,  against  all  opposition  what- 
ever; and  by  this  means,  (to  use  the  words  of  his  Majesty's 
Council,)  '  we  hope  to  see  happiness  and  tranquillity  restored  to 
the  Colonies,  and  especially  to  sec  l>ctwixt  Great  Brittain  and 
them,  a  union  established  on  such  an  equitable  Basis  as  neither 
of  them  shall  ever  wish  to  destroy.  We  humbly  supplicate  the 
sovereign  arbiter  of  human  affairs  for  this  happy  event.'" 

September,  1774.  For  some  time  it  had  been  surmised  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Middle  and  South  Precincts,  that  the 
North  (which  is  now  Quincy),  sympathized  with  the  parent  gov- 
ernment, and  was  by  them  considered  the  Tory  end  of  the  town, 
which  fact  will  be  illustrated  by  the  following  attempt  of  tho 
Provincial  government  to  secure  tho  powder  belonging  to  the 
Province:— In  Sept.,  1774,  William  Battle,  Esq.,  who  had  been 
frequently  chosen  counsellor  under  tho  charter,  suggested  to 
Governor  Gage  that  it  might  bo  a  stroke  of  policy  to  secure  tho 
Provincial  ammunition.  Upon  this  suggestion  tho  governor 
acted,  and  ordered  two  companies  of  soldiers  to  Charlestown  to 
secure  the  powder  stored  in  the  arsenal;  which  they  did.  This 
act  of  the  British  soldiers  so  enraged  the  people,  that  next  morn- 
ing several  thousand  of  them,  mostly  in  arms,  assembled  at 
Cambridge  and  proceeded  to  Lieutenant-Governor  "Oliver's 
house,  and  they  also  visited  the  houses  of  some  of  tho  recently 
elected  Counsellors,  who,  on  their  demand,  resigned,  declaring 
that  they  would  not  act  under  Buch  unjust  and  arbitrary  stat- 
ute." The  report  of  this  transaction  reached  Braintreo  on  Fri- 
day. On  Sunday,  an  English  soldier  was  seen  lurking  about  the 
north  commons  whero  tho  powdcr-houso  was  located.  (Tho 
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powder-house  for  Braintree  was  located  in  the  North  Precinct, 
which  is  now  Quincy,  near  Scotch  pond.)  This  fact  was  imme- 
diately, with  lightning  speed,  conveyed  to  the  Middle  and  South 
Precincts,  who,  on  receiving  the  news,  sent  a  force  of  about 
two  hundred  men  to  securo  the  ammunition  stored  in  tho  pow- 
der-house. Mrs.  John  Adams  gives  the  following  graphic  ac- 
count of  this  episode,  who  at  that  time  resided  on  Franklin 
street,  in  the  old  Adams  mansion : — 

"Intelligence  of  it  was  communiatcd  to  tho  other  parishes, 
and  about  eight  o'clock,  Sunday  evening,  there  passed  by  here 
about  two  hundred  men,  preceded  by  a  horse  cart,  and  marched 
down  to  the  powder-house,  from  whence  they  took  tho  powder, 
and  carried  it  into  tho  other  parish,  and  there  secreted  it.  I 
opened  the  window  upon  their  return.  They  passed  without 
any  noise ;  not  a  word  among  them  till  they  como  against  this 
house,  when  some  of  them,  perceiving  me,  asked  me  if  I  wanted 
any  powder.  I  replied,  No,  since  it  was  in  so  good  hands.  Tho 
reason  they  gave  for  taking  it  was,  that  wo  had  so  many  Tories 
hero  they  dared  not  trust  us  with  it ;  tliey  had  taken  Vinton  in 
their  train  (Vinton  was  ShcrrcrT  under  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment), and  upon  their  return  they  stopped  between  Cleverly's 
and  Etter's  and  called  upon  him  to  deliver  two  warrants,  (which 
wero  probably  for  them,  as  they  wero  susposed  to  have  been 
royalists).  Upon  his  producing  them,  they  put  it  to  vote 
whether  they  should  burn  them,  and  it  passed  in  tho  affirma- 
tive. Tliey  then  made  a  circle  and  burnt  them.  They  then  called 
a  voto  whether  they  should  huzza,  but  it  being  Sunday  evening, 
it  passed  in  the  negative.  They  called  upon  Vinton  to  swear 
that  ho  would  never  bo  instrumental  in  carrying  into  execution 
any  of  theso  new  acts.  They  were  not  satisfied  with  his  an- 
swers ;  however,  they  let  him  rest.  A  fow  days  afterwards, 
upon  making  some  foolish  speeches,  they  assembled  to  tho 
amount  of  two  or  three  hundred,  and  swore  vengcanco  upon 
him  unless  ho  took  a  solemn  oath.  Accordingly,  they  chose 
a  committco  and  sent  it  with  him  to  Major  Miller's,  to  seo  that 
he  complied ;  and  they  waited  his  return,  which  proving  satis- 
factory, they  then  dispersed." 

Oct.  3d,  1774.    "  Whereas,  a  report  has  been  spread  in  tho 
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town  of  Boston  and  other  plnces,  that  a  considerable  Number  of 
People  in  this  town  had  entered  into  a  combination  to  Disturbo 
and  harass  the  Rev.  Mr.  Winslow  and  other  members  of  the 
Church  of  England,  with  a  letter  obliging  them  to  leave  the  town. 
And  no  evidence  appearing  to  support  the  charge,  therefore 
Voted,  1  That  said  report  is  malicious,  false  and  injurious,  and 
calculated  to  defame  this  Town,  and  that  we  Protest  against  all 
such  combinations  as  being  Subversive  of  good  Government  We 
being  as  ready  to  allow  that  right  of  private  judgment  to  others 
which  we  claim  for  ourselves.' 

"  The  relation  Mr.  Peter  Etter  made  respecting  his  conduct  is 
satisfactory  to  the  town.  The  resolves  of  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  of  the  several  Towns  in  the  County  of  Suffolk, 
respecting  the  withholding  material  from  the  Soldiers,  «fcc,  lie 
adopted  by  this  town.  Voted,  'that  the  Committee  of  Observa- 
tion and  Prevention  be  raised  in  this  town  to  carefully  observe 
and  Prevent  any  person  or  Persons  acting  contrary  to  the  true 
intent  of  the  aforesaid  Committee  of  Correspondence.'  A  Com- 
mittee of  Observation  of  fifteen  was  then  separately  chosen  for 
that  purpose,  five  from  each  Precinct,  viz : — Mr.  Edmund  Bil- 
lings, Pea.  Daniel  Arnold,  Mr.  James  Brackctt,  Jr.,  Mr.  James 
Clark,  Mr.  Peter  B.  Adams,  Mr.  Thomas  Newcomb,  Mr.  William 
Penniman,  Mr.  Moses  French,  Mr.  Edmund  Soper,  Capt.  Nath. 
Wales,  Capt.  Thomas  Penniman,  Mr.  Moses  Spear,  Mr.  Nath. 
Nilcs,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Belcher,  Jr.,  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Bass,  and 
that  the  committee  servo  gratis. 

"Voted, 4  that  whereas,  by  the  present  embarrassment  of  our 
Civil  Liberty,  the  People's  minds  are  easily  effected  with  every 
appearance  of  Danger,  and  in  Bomo  cases  may  bo  ready  to  allow 
their  resentment  to  rise  to  an  undue  pitch,  Therefore  all  Persons 
within  this  town  that  are  or  may  be  aggrieved  by  the  conduct 
of  others  respecting  our  public  affairs,  are  directed  to  apply  to 
the  Committee  of  Observation,  who  are  desired,  if  possible,  to 
remove  the  grounds  of  such  uneasiness  (if  real),  and  direct  all 
inquiries  respecting  their  duty  under  the  Present  circumstances 
of  things.' 

"Tho  town  then  proceeded  to  tho  consideration  of  appointing 
one  or  moro  Persons  to  attend  a  Provincial  Congress  at  Con- 
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cord,  the  Second  Tuesday  of  this  inst.,  and  it  was  decided  to 
send  two  persons  to  said  Congress.  Mr.  Ebeu.  Thayer  and  Jos. 
Palmer  wore  selected  for  that  purpose." 

Nov.  14th,  1774.  "The  Moderator  of  the  meeting  was  de- 
sired to  request  such  Military  Commissioned  Officers  as  are 
present,  to  resign  their  respective  Commissions,  and  the  follow- 
ing Gentlemen  made  a  Declaration  to  the  town  of  their  free 
resiguation  of  their  office,  viz : — Col.  Ebenezcr  Thayer,  Nathan- 
iel Wales,  Joseph  Ilayward,  Benjamin  Hayden,  Capts.  Peter  B. 
Adams,  Jonathan  Thayer,  John  Vinton,  Ebcn.  Thayer,  3d,  Lieut. 
Thomas  White,  John  Hall,  Jr.,  Isaac  Spear,  Ensigns.  Also,  Capt. 
Benjamin  Bass. 

"The  Assessors  of  the  North  and  Middle  Precincts  within  tho 
said  town,  are  desired  to  call  a  meeting  in  their  respective  Pre- 
cincts, to  regulate  the  Militia  agreeable  to  the  recommendatioos 
of  tho  Provincial  Congress.  The  Committee  of  Observation, 
<&c,  are  desired  to  inform  themselves  relating  to  the  conduct  of 
such  Persons  within  the  town,  (if  any  there  be),  who  do  not 
strictly  conform  to  the  non-importation  and  non-consumption 
ngreemcnt.  And  if  there  be  any  of  the  Members  of  the  town 
who  continue  to  Practice  in  violation  of  said  agreement,  by  sell- 
ing or  consuming  Teas  or  otherwise,  and  persist  therein,  that  in 
such  cases  they  publish  his,  her  or  their  Names,  that  they  may 
be  known  and  esteemed  as  Practical  enemies  to  our  rights  and 
privileges." 

Nov.  28th,  1774.  "John  Adams,  Esq.,  to  be  joined  to  tho 
members  of  the  Provincial  Congress  aB  a  member  from  this 
town." 

Jan.  23d,  1775.  "  It  was  decided  to  send  but  one  Delegate 
to  the  Provincial  Congress,  the  first  of  February  next.  Deacon 
Joseph  Palmer  was  chosen.  The  following  arc  the  instructions 
to  the  said  Delegate  :— 

"As  you  have  been  appointed  as  a  delegate  to  Represent  us 
in  the  Provincial  Congress  to  be  held  at  Cambridge  the  first  of 
February  next,  and  as  our  duty  and  interest  lies  in  carefully  and 
strictly  adhering  to  the  recommendation  and  resolves  of  tho 
Continental  Congress,  We,  your  constituents,  direct  and  instruct 
you  to  attend  to  tho  spirit  and  letter  of  said  resolves,  particu- 
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larly  whero  they  recommend  to  us  to  submit  to  n  Suspension  of 
the  Administration  of  justice  when  it  cannot  be  procured  in  a 
legal  and  peacable  manner,  under  the  rules  of  the  Charter  and 
the  law  founded  thereon,  until  the  effect  of  their  application  for 
a  repeal  of  the  Act,  by  which  our  Charter  rights  arc  infringed,  is 
known.  Also,  their  direction  respecting  General  (jagc  and  his 
Majesty's  troops,  Stationed  in  JJoston,  and  that  we  peacably  and 
firmly  persevere  in  the  Line  in  which  we  were  then  Conducting 
on  the  Defensive.  And  that  you  in  no  wise  strain  their  sense  and 
act  as  may  be  construed  repugnant  to  their  meaning,  which  must 
have  a  tendency  to  involve  us  in  remediless  ruin,  which  would 
inevitably  be  our  case  should  we  lose  their  support.  James  Pcn- 
nimau,  in  tho  Name  of  the  Committee." 

Dea.  Palmer,  Mr.  Peter  13.  Adams,  Mr.  Edmund  Sopcr,  Capt. 
Ilaydon,  Mr.  Sawen,  Capt.  Penniman  and  Aziriah  Faxon,  as  a 
military  committee,  made  the  following  statement  to  the  town, 
for  the  reorganization  of  the  militia : — 

"  Whereas,  much  time  is  generally  spent  by  tho  Militia  of  the 
Town  in  perfecting  themselves  in  necessary  Military  exercises, 
many  of  whom  cannot  well  afford  it,  and  it  being  wisdom  at 
all  times,  especially  at  this,  to  put  ourselves  in  a  good  state  of 
Defence,  and  being  desirous  to  encourage  a  Military  spirit  in 
the  most  equitable  manner,  do  vote,  'That  from  and  after  the 
last  day  of  this  month  untill  the  last  day  of  March  next,  every 
person  in  the  Militia  who  shall  attend  said  exercises  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  town  treasury  for  every  half  day's  attendance, 
Provide  such  persons  shall  bo  paid  for  no  moro  than  for  one  half 
day  in  a  week,  and  Provided,  also,  that  the  Captain  and  Clerk 
of  each  and  every  Militia  Company  do  certify  to  the  Selectmen 
for  the  time  being,  that  such  person  has  faithfully  attended  to 
his  duty  at  said  exercises,  from  three  to  six  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon of  such  days  at  which  hour  the  Roll  shall  be  called,  and  no 
person  paid  who  has  not  attended  and  answered  to  both  calls  on 
each  and  every  day,  and  the  parents,  Masters  or  Guardians  of 
such  as  are  under  ago  shall  be  paid  for  such  Minors,  and  Pro- 
vided also,  that  all  such  as  may  not  be  sufficiently  equipt  with 
arms  and  ammunition,  in  the  judgment  of  the  field  officers,  shall 
have  his  wages  laid  out  for  such  cquiptmcnts,  and  such  as  are 
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sufficiently  cquipt  shall  receive  their  wages  in  money  when  the 
treasury  is  in  cash.  The  equiptment  intended  is  a  good  Fire- 
lock, Bayonet  and  Cartouch  box,  one  pound  of  powder,  Twenty- 
four  balls  to  fit  thoir  Oun,  twelve  flints  and  a  Knapsack.  The 
town  shall  allow  the  Militia  that  attend  exercises  ngrccablo  to 
the  above  report,  one  shilling  for  each  and  every  half  day.' " 

The  following  committee,  selected  by  tho  town  on  the  6th  of 
Mnrch,  to  prepare  a  covenant  agreeable  to  the  desires  of  tho 
Continental  Congress,  made  a  report  of  a  covenant  which  was 
adopted  by  the  town: — Joseph  Palmer,  Norton  Quincy,  John 
Adams,  Ebcnczcr  Thnyer,  Elisha  Nilcs,  Esq.,  Mr.  Thomas  New- 
comb,  Mr.  Jonathan  Uass,  Mr.  Isaac  Spear  and  Mr.  Eliphalct 
Sawen.1 

1775.  This  year  the  schools  were  closed  and  general  business 
was  at  a  stand-still.   The  whole  attention  of  the  people  was 

1,   The  following  in  an  abstract  of  thoir  report:— 

"  We  tho  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Braintree  in  the  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Hay,  having  taken  into  moat  serious  consideration  tho  subject  matter 
of  the  association  entered  into  by  the  Continental  Congress  on  October  20tli, 
1774,  and  being  determined  to  do  everything  in  our  power  to  confirm  and  estab- 
lish that  union  which  at  this  time  so  happily  subsists  among  ourselves,  not  only 
in  this  town  and  Colony  but  also  throughout  tho  continent,  and  which  we 
humbly  hope  may  be  blessed  by  heaveu  as  the  peaceable  means  of  securing  and 
establishing  our  rights  and  Liberties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  hand  them  entire 
to  Generations  yet  unborn,  have  freely  and  voluntarily  entered  into  the 
following  association:— Avowing  our  allegiance  to  the  King,  our  affection  and 
regard  for  Brltton  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  affected  with  tho  deepest  anxiety, 
and  tho  most  alarming  apprehension,  at  those  grievances  and  distress  with 
which  British  Americans  are  oppressed,  and  having  taken  under  our  most 
serious  Deliberations  the  stole  of  the  whole  British  Continent,  so  far  as  our 
abilities  and  opportunities  permitted,  find  that  the  present  unhappy  situation 
of  our  affairs  is  occasioned  by  a  ruinous  system  of  Colony  administration 
adopted  by  tho  British  ministry  about  the  year  1703,  evidently  calculated  for 
enslaving  those  Colouies,  and  with  them  the  whole  British  empire.  In  prosecu- 
tion of  which  system  various  acts  of  Parliament  have  been  passed  for  raising  a 
revenue  in  America,  for  depriviug  Americau  subjects  in  many  instances  of  the 
constitutional  tryal  by  jury  ;  exposing  their  livos  to  danger,  by  creating  a  new 
and  illegal  tryal  beyoud  the  sea  fur  crimes  alleged  to  have  been  committed  in 
America,  aud  in  the  prosecution  of  the  same  system  several  late  cruel  and 
oppressive  acts  have  been  passed  respecting  the  Town  of  Boston  and  Province 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  also  an  act  for  extending  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
so  as  to  border  on  the  Western  frontier  of  these  Colonies  and  establishing  an 
arbitrary  government  therein  aud  discouraging  the  settlement  of  British  subjects 
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engaged  in  making  preparations  to  preserve  their  town  and 
property  from  the  ravages  of  the  enemy. 

Sunday  morning,  May  24th,  1775,  the  alarm  guns  were  fired, 
bells  rung  and  drums  beat.  The  cause  of  this  consternation  was 
the  anchoring  of  three  British  Bloops  of  war  and  ono  cutter, 
below  Groat  Hill.  It  was  supposed  by  the  inhabitants  that  they 
designed  an  attack  on  Oonnantown  or  Weymouth.  So  great 
was  the  alarm,  that  men,  women  and  children  came  Hying  into 
Braintreo  for  safety,  and  others  went  to  Br  id  go  water.  In  a 
short  time,  two  thousand  armed  men  arrived  from  Weymouth, 
Ilingham  and  other  towns  within  a  radius  of  thirty  and  forty 
miles.  It  was  then  found  that  this  expedition  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  plundering  hay  from  Grape  Island.  In  a  short  time  a 
lighter  and  a  sloop  were  procured  by  the  Americans  from  Iling- 
ham, with  six  port  holes.  Captain  Elihu  Adams,1  the  younger 
brother  of  John  Adams,  with  his  company,  was  among  the  first 
to  go  on  board.  They  immediately  put  oft  for  the  island ;  the 
enemy,  on  the  approach  of  this  impromptu  naval  force,  de- 
camped, after  having  secured  about  three  tons  of  hay.  The 
Americans  set  tire  to  the  barn  and  remaining  hay ;  eighty  tons 
were  consumed.  After  this  encounter  Captain  Turner's  com- 
pany was  stationed  at  Germantown  and  Captain  Vinton's  at 
Squantum,  for  the  protection  of  this  coast. 

iu  that  wide  ami  extended  country.  Thus  by  tliu  influence  of  civil  principles 
aud  undent  prejudice*  to  dispose  the  inhabitants  to  act  u  ith  hostility  agaiust 
tho  free  l'rotestunt  Colony  wlieuovor  a  wicked  Ministry  shall  choose  to  direct. 

"To  obuin  redress  of  those  grievances  which  threaten  destruction  totlio  livc-i, 
liberties  and  property  of  his  Majesty's  subjoots  iu  North  America,  Wo  are  of 
opiuiou  that  non-importation,  non-consumption  aud  nou-exportaUou  agree- 
ments faithfully  adhered  to,  will  prove  the  luost  speedy,  effectual  aud  peaceablo 
measure.  Therefore  wo  do  for  ourselves  in  particular,  as  well  as  being  members 
of  said  town  of  Bruinlre©  lirmly  agree  and  associate  under  tho  sacred  lies  of 
virtue,  honor  aud  love  of  our  couutry,  us  follows:— 

"First,  That  wo  will  not  import  from  Great  Britain  or  lrelaud  or  from  any 
other  place,  any  such  goods,  ware  or  merchandise  as  shall  have  been  imported 
from  Great  Britain  or  lrelaud,  nor  will  we  from  this  day  Import  any  Kast  India 
from  auy  part  of  the  world,  uor  any  molasses,  syrup,  l'auely  ooffoe,  or  pimento 
from  the  British  Plantations  or  Dominions,  or  wine  from  Madeira  or  tho  West- 
era  Islands  or  foreign  indigo.'1— Braintreo  Records. 

1.  CapL  Adams  died  of  dysentery  coutructed  in  camp  while  with  his  company 
at  Cambridge. 
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July,  1775.  Three  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Maj.  Tapper, 
manned  the  whale  boats  lying  at  Gcrmantown,  went  to  Long 
Island  and  brought  off  seventy  sheep,  fifteen  head  of  cattle  and 
sixteen  prisoners,  thirteen  of  whom  had  been  sent  to  the  island 
to  mow  the  grass.  They  were  found  asleep  in  the  house  and 
barn ;  three  women  were  also  found  with  them.  The  Ameri- 
cans not  desiring  that  this  barn  and  house  should  afford  the 
enemy  so  comfortable  a  shelter,  concluded  the  next  day,  to  fit 
another  expedition  to  the  island  and  destroy  the  house,  barn  and 
hay.  This  enterprise  consisted  of  twenty-five  men  under  Capt. 
Wild  of  Brain  tree,  and  twenty-five  men  of  Capt.  Gold's  com- 
pany of  Weymouth,  with  volunteers  amounting  to  one  hundred. 
Receiving  permission  from  head-quarters,  they  went  to  Moon 
Island  and  set  fire  to  the  buildings  and  hay.  The  British  cut- 
ters immediately  surrounded  the  island  and  commenced  a  hot 
and  continued  fire  upon  the  Americans,  the  bullets  flying  in  all 
directions.  Many  citizens  of  this  town  witnessed  this  spirited 
action  with  great  anxiety,  expecting  every  moment  to  see  their 
friends  killed.  Our  forces  came  off  of  Long  Island  without  even 
a  man  l>cing  wounded.  One  man  of  the  covering  forces  on 
Moon  Island  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball  from  the  enemy's  man- 
of-war  sliips. 

A  few  days  after  this  encounter,  an  expedition  of  the  Brain- 
tree,  Weymouth  and  Ilingham  companies  went  to  Nantaskct, 
reaped  the  grain  and  brought  it  off.  They  then  took  whaleboats 
and  started  for  the  Boston  Lighthouso  and  set  fire  to  it.  On 
their  return  the  English  came  down  upon  them  with  eight  barges, 
one  cutter  and  one  schooner,  in  battle  array  and  opened  a  terrific 
fire  upon  them.  The  Americans  arrived  safely  back,  with  the 
exception  of  two,  who  were  slightly  wounded  in  the  legs.  Our 
forces  brought  off  with  them  from  the  lighthouse  one  field  piece, 
a  swivel,  and  the  lamps  of  tho  lighthouse. 

Soon  after  this  skirmish,  the  British  sent  thirteen  carpenters, 
and  thirty  marines  as  a  guard  to  protect  them  while  repairing 
the  lighthouse.  Tho  Americans,  on  the  evening  of  the  thirtieth 
of  July,  under  Major  Tupper,  with  men  from  Squantum  and 
Dorchester,  attacked  the  British  at  the  lighthouse,  killed  the 
lieutenant,  one  man,  and  captured  all  of  tho  enemy, — fifty-three 
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in  number.  Our  forces  were  hotly  pursued  by  the  enemy,  and 
were  obliged  to  run  one  of  their  whaleboats  ashore.  One  of 
their  number  by  the  name  of  Griffin,  from  Rhode  Island  State, 
the  only  person  killed  in  this  fight,  having  been  shot  through  the 
temples,  was  buried  from  Gcrmantown  with  military  honors. 
Minister  Wibird,  of  this  town,  conducted  the  funeral  services. 
The  next  day  General  Washington,  in  general  orders,  commend- 
ed their  gallant  and  soldier-like  conduct.  After  this  year  the 
seat  of  war  was  removed  from  this  section  of  the  country,  and 
its  inhabitants  relieved  from  the  alarms  of  an  approaching  onc- 
my.  For  an  account  of  these  brilliant  skirmishes,  sec  Bancroft 
Gordon's  Revolution  Remembrances,  and  Mrs.  Adams'  letters. 

Mr.  John  Adams,  the  previous  year,  was  chosen,  with  other 
gentlemen,1  a  delegate  to  attend  the  Continental  Congress  which 
was  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia,  and  after  its  adjournment  he 
returned  home.  Ue  again  went  to  Philadelphia,  after  its  recess, 
and  it  may  be  a  matter  of  some  importance  to  givo  the  items  of 
the  expenses*  of  his  second  journey  to  that  place.  Probably 
Mr.  Adams  did  his  own  barbcring,  as  we  find  no  tonsorial  bill 
against  him ;  but  we  do  find  quite  a  bill  against  Mr.  Samuel 
Adams,  his  kinsman  and  also  a  delegate  to  the  Continental  Con- 
gress, viz: — "For  three  months'  shaving  and  dressing,  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  pounds,"  which  was  paid  by  the  Colony  of 
Massachusetts. 

1.  The  delegate!!  appointed  in  Juno,  1774,  by  the  fleueral  Court,  to  attend  the 
Continental  Congress,  wero  as  follows  :— Mr.  Bowdoln,  Mr.  Cushing,  Mr.  Sain- 
uol  Adams,  Mr.  John  Adams  aud  Mr.  Ilobort  Treat  I'aino.  Aftor  a  luborious 
and  incessant  session,  they  took  a  short  adjournment  in  the  summer  of  1775. 
On  their  arrival  home  tbey  immediately  took  their  seats  in  the  Stuto  Council,  to 
which  they  had  been  chosen,  where  they  acted  duriug  the  rocess  of 


2.   M  COLONY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  BA  Y  : 

To  JOHN  ADAMS,  Dr. 

1776.  £  ».  »• 
Aug.  28.   To  cash  paid  at  Davis's,  Itoxbnry,  for  oats,       .  .008 
m         ««      AVatertowu  for  horso  keeping  and  ser- 
vant's board,  &c,    .         .  1  14  2 
«        «      Baldwin's  for  oats,  .008 
"      Buck  ministers,  at  Framingham,  .          0  5  0 
««        "      Bowman's,  at  Oxford,  .024 
"     Sherman's,  in  Grafton,         .  .         0  18 
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The  method  and  fashion  of  travelling  has  so  changed,  that 
the  cnrious  may  like  to  know  the  course  Mr.  Adams  took  at  this 
time.  He  hired  a  sulky,  in  which  lie  rode  and  was  escorted  by 
his  man  servant,  Joseph  Uass,  on  horseback,  although  a  note  on 


£  s.  D. 

Sept.  4.   To  cash  paid  at  Hide's,  in  Woodstock,  for  board,  lodg- 
ing for  ourselves  and  servants,  and 
horse  keeping,  from  Sat.  to  Monday,       1  13  0 


<■ 

■i 

Clark's,  at  Pomfret, 

0   2  0 

ii 

ii 

Cary's,  at  Windham, 

0  7  4 

«< 

•i 

O ray's,  at  Lebanon,  . 

0   9  10 

<• 

«< 

Taynter'a,  in  Colchester, 

0   fi  0 

M 

ii 

Smith's,  in  Haddam,  . 

0  4  0 

H 

ii 

Camp's,  in  Durham, 

0  8  6 

tl 

■  < 

Hear' s,  of  New  Haven, 

0  6  0 

fl 

ii 

Bryant's,  of  Milford, 

0   8  10 

tf 

m 

Stratford  Ferry, 

0   2  0 

II 

ii 

Stratfiold's,  for  oats, 

0  0  6 

ii 

Retts's,  of  Norwalk.  . 

0   6  0 

•i 

Penfleld's.of  Fairfield,  . 

0  14  7 

M 

it 

Fitch's,  of  Stamford, 

0   6  11 

•• 

a 

Knap's,  of  Horscneck, 

0  16  0 

«t 

ii 

Bull's,  of  White  Plains, 

0   3  8 

•1 

•i 

Jasper's,  the  ferryman  at  Dobb's  Ferry, 
for  dinner  and  ferriage, 

0   4  0 

II 

•f 

Mrs.  Watson's,  at  Hackensack, 

0   8  10 

M 

ii 

Pierson's,  of  Newark, 

0   2  10 

M 

•i 

Graham's,  of  Elisabeth  town, 

0  18  4 

•I 

•i 

Elisabeth  Town  for  horso  showing, 

0   0  10 

•1 

ii 

for  horse  and  man  to  Newark,  after  our 
man,  and  to  tho  hostler, 

0   5  8 

M 

ii 

Dawson's,  at  Wood  bridge, 

0   1  6 

II 

ii 

Farmer's,  of  Brunswick,  at  tho  ferry, 

0  8  0 

•1 

ii 

Jones',  at  Ten  Mile  Inn, 

0  0  10 

M 

tt 

Princeton,  ..... 

0  8  6 

l> 

ft 

Trenton,  .... 

0   3  0 

M 

•i 

Priostloy's,  at  Bristol, 

0  13  0 

II 

M 

Wilson's,  .... 

0  2  8 

oOpt. 

14. 

•  t 

11 

Sliammony  Ferry, 

Cash  paid  for  paper,  sealing  wax,  &c, 

0   0  6 
0   2  0 

Oct 

Cash  for  Tavern  expenses  of  committee, 

0   6  0 

II 

16. 

Tamp 

hlets,  paper,  wax,  mending  bridle  and  pistol, 

0  12  0 

Forte 

dan  of  Boston  Uarbor,  and  sundry  other 

smn 

11  things, 

...... 

0  14  0 

Nov. 

L 

John  Wright,  for  pasturing  my  horse, 

2  14  0 

«« 

13. 

Paid  an  apothecary  for  family  medicines, 

0  12  0 
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page  421,  vol.  II,  of  Mr.  John  Adams'  works,  says,  "  he  was  on 
horseback,"  which  evidently  implies  that  he  went  to  his  place  of 
destination  mounted.  This,  we  think,  is  a  mistake,  as  he  relates 
in  his  bill  of  items,  that  he  met  with  a  serious  accident  to  his 


£  B.  P. 

Nov.  15.    Mr.  McLano,  for  leather  Breeches  ami  Doublet,        .      3  1(1  0 
M   27.    Mrs.  Lucy  Leonard,  for  Mrs.  Yard'*  bill,  .  10   0  0 

Dec.   8.   Paid  Mr.  Atktn's  account,  .         .         .  0  til  0 

•«   my  washerwoman,  14  0 

"  Mr.  John  StlJle,  3  0  0 

"  Mr.  Marshall,  0  4  0 

"  James  Starr,  0  8  10 

"   Mr.  Smith,  0  10  4 

"  my  man,  Joseph  Bass,  .  ..  .  .280 
'<   Mrs.  Lucy  Leonard,  .  .  0  10  0 

«'   Mr.  William  Barroll  3  3  0 

Mr.  nUteerman  0  8  0 

Mr.  Joseph  Fox  0  10  0 

■   William  Shepard,  .        .        .        .        10  14  0 

To  one  pair  of  leather  gloves,  .  .  .  .0H0 
To  balance  of  Mrs.  Yard's  board  bill,  .         .         23  18  0 

Dec.  0.   Cash  paid  at  Andersen's,  the  Red  Lyon,  .  .034 
"    9.         "      "   Bassenith,  at  Bristol,       .         .  0  8  2 

m   10.         "      "  Shammony  Forry  aud  at  TronUm  Ferry,         0   I  0 

Cash  paid  William*,  0  3  0 

Hire,  at  Princeton,  .  0  11  8 

"        Farmers,  0  4  0 

"        at  the  Ferry,  .        .  0  16 

Dec.  12.         "        Dawson,  at  Woodbridge,       .         .  .076 
"        Graham,  at  Ellzaboth  Town,       .  0  3  0 

"        Plenwn,  at  Newark  0  3  0 

"         Hackousack,  Phillipsborough  and  White 

Plains,  Including  ferriage  ut  Nurlh  Kivor,        1    4  0 
Dec  13.         M        at  Knap,  Horse  Nock,  .  .060 

Belts,  Norwalk  0  8  0 

for  sliewing  horse  at  White  Plains  and  Nor- 
walk,  0  4  0 

"         Fairfield  for  dinner  and  shewiug  horse,  .  0  7  0 

Dec.  16.   Bryant's,  at  Milford,  .  .080 

Bear's,  New  Haven  0  5  0 

Robinson's,  at  Walllngford,  and  at  another  tavorn 

for  oats,  0  6  0 

Collins,  at  Hartford,  for  entertainment  and  horse  shewing,  Oil  0 
N  icholas  Brown,  for  girth,  and  transporting  my  wrecked 

sulky,  (90  miles,)  from  Horso  Neck  to  Hartford,   .  15  6 

Paid  for  oats  aud  hay  at  Woodbridge,  Fast  Hartford,   .      0  10 
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sulky  while  travelling  through  Connecticut  State,  by  his  horse 
taking  fright  and  running  against  a  rock  and  dashing  the  top 
and  body  in  pieces,  and  also,  that  he  had  to  transport  it  ninety 
miles  for  repairs.     It  is  also  somewhat  curious  to  see  how 

£  8.  D. 

Paid  Follow'*,  nt  Ilolton,  for  dinner,  oota  and  hay,  .  0  2  fi 

Cash  paid  at  Windham,  (or  entertainment  and  horso 
keeping,      .         .  .         .         .  .070 

Paid  at  two  Taverns  for  oata,     .         .        .         .  0  14 

"   Providence,  for  entertainment,      .        .  0  12  4 

"   Mory's,  of  Norton  0   2  S 

Doc.  21.  '*  Col.  Howard**,  llridgowalcr,  .  .  .000 
Paid  my  man  for  Ida  account,  .  .  .  .  17  0 
Paid  my  man  for  another  account,  .  .  1  11  6 
Paid  my  man  for  another  account,  .  .  .  11  0  0 
To  the  hire  of  two  horses  from  August  1st  to  December 
21st,  115  days   20  0  0 


127  7  10 


Cosh  received  from  the  Treasury,     .        .         .  1.10  0  0 

ltcccivcd  of  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  for  his  share  of  our 
expenses  from  Woodstock  to  Philadelphia,  .        6  0  4 

i;v>  (i  4 

Balance  due  the  Colony,        .         .        .        .  7  18  G 

"COLONY  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  DAT: 

To  JOHN  ADAMS,  Dr. 
1775.  £.  s.  d. 

To  the  hire  of  two  horses  from  April  26th  to  August 

14th,  110  days,  .         .         .         28  0  0 

"      "      a  sulky  from  April  to  Dec.,         .  .800 
To  wages  of  a  servant  from  the  2Gth  of  April  to  August 

14th,  at  £3  per  month,  .         .         .         .         10  16  0 

Cash  paid  Mrs.  Yard,  in  Philadelphia,  for  board  aud 

lodging,  for  myself  and  servant,  .         .         .     30  18  10 

Paid  for  keeping  my  horso,       .  .  4  10  3 

"  Dilduy  and  Ktriugnr,  for  hooping  my  horso,  .  7  0  0 
"  Moses  Marshall,  for  sundry  medicines,  .  0  8  0 
"  Daniel  Smith,  for  sundries,  .  .  .  .300 
"      cost  of  saddle  at  Horse  Neck,  after  my  sulky 

was  wreck''! I  and  destroyed,    .         .         .         31    0  0 
Cash  paid  for  a  light  suit  of  clothes,  .  .400 

Cash  paid  for  my  expenses  of  keeping  two  horses,  and 
a  servant's  expense  upou  the  rood  from  llraintroe  to 
Philadelphia,  and  from  thence  to  Brain  tree,  with 
sundry  miscellaneous  expenses  while  there,        .        26  12  11 
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punctiliously  exact  Mr.  Adams  was  in  enumerating  the  most 
minute  and  trivial  items  in  his  bill  of  expenses  while  travellings 
to  and  in  Congress,  from  which  members  of  Congress  at  the 
present  time,  might  take  an  example. 


£  u.  n. 

Taid  Mr.  Joseph  Bass  for  a  surtout  coat  ami  a  pair  of 
leather  breeches  before  I  went,  which  were  brought 

out  of  Rostou,  April  P.Uh,  and  there  remained,  9  1G  0 

To  damages  done  my  sulky,  by  my  horse  taking  fright 
and  running  agaiuata  rock  aud  dashing  the  top  and 

body  in  pieces,  12  8  G 

Balance  due  tho  oolony  from  another  sheet,       .        .      7  18  A 

Prior  chargo  of  Mrs.  Yard,       .        .        .        .         *  IS  0 

12  14  3 

Balance  due  Mr.  Adams,  .         .         .         121  IS  1) 

A  true  account,  errors  excepted,  John  Adams. 

Nov.  13.   To  2  ounces  of  Cinnamon,  .         .         .  .060 

"   13.   To  1  ounce  of  Turkey  Rhubarb,  .        .  0  2  0 

"   13.   To  1  ounce  of  Cloves,  0  2  0 

To  1  ounce  of  Pink  Boot  0  2  0 

0  11  0 

Nov.  21).   To  washing  7  dozen  of  linen,  at  3s.  Gd.  per  dozen,       .      15  0 

For  mending,      .         .         .         .  .  13  0 

Board  from  Sept.  12th  to  December  8th,  at  30s.  per  week,    18  17  0 

Servant's  board  for  the  sume  time,  at  15s.  per  week,     .      0  8  0 

Clubb  iu  Punch  and  Wine,  at  dinner,  iu  your  own  room,    11   0  0 

Spermaceti  candles,  at  5a.  i»er  week,    .         .         .  3  0  0 

Fire  wood  for  8  weeks,  at  7s.  Gd.  per  week,         .  110  0 

Cuah  pai.l  for  Poat,  0    3  0 

id   8  0 

"  HON.  SAMUEL  ADAMS  AND  JOHN  ADAMS, 


To  JOSEPH  BASS,  Dr. 

£   s.  D. 


Nov.  8.   For  travelling  charges  to  Philadelphia,     .  .     10  8  0 

Oue  dozen  pipes,  .  .         .         .         .  0  15  0 

Horso  hire,  ,         .         .13  0 

Nov.  28.  For  one  dozeu  pipes,      .         .         .         .         .  0  18  0 

For  1-2  dozen  ditto,  0  3  0 

To  two  pounds  of  tobacco  0  18  0 


23  15  0 

One-half  by  Mr.  John  Adams. 
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The  system  of  enlistment,  in  which  they  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  was  similar  to  the  French  and  Indian  war.  Tho 
time  of  service  being  short,  the  name  of  the  same  person  will 
occur  several  times  as  they  re -enlisted.  Still  the  draft  upon  the 
town  for  men  and  money  was  quite  onerous  and  severe.  The  first 
year  of  open  hostilities  she  sent  nine  companies,  the  second  ten, 
and  in  tho  other  years  of  the  war  a  like  proportion.    The  patri- 

"  JOHN  ADAMS, 

To  J.  YOUNG,  Dr. 

1778.  £  8.  l>. 

.7 mi©  14.   To  now  pad  mid  doublet,  rcinod  curtail  brldlo,       .  0  14  0 

"  mending  an  old  bridle,  .010 

July     3.    "  a  cover  for  a  sword  scabbard,        .         .         .  0   3  0 

July   14.   "  a  small  pad  for  housings,    •     .         .         .  .020 

July    3.    •«  a  portmanteau  and  strap,     .  17  0 

July    3.   «  a  pair  of  pistol  bags  10  0 

3  7~~ 0 

"JOHN  ADAMS, 

To  WILLIAM  RARRELL,  Dr. 
1775.  £  s.  d. 

Juno  21.   To  2  1-2  yards  of  Nankeou,  at  15s.  .         .  1  17  0 

23.     "   1-2  yard  more,  0  7  0 

Oct  "   2  yards  quality  binding,  4s.     .         .  .080 

2  13  0 

"JOHN  ADAMS, 

To  MR.  STILLB,  Db. 

£  8.  D. 

J uuo  24.   To  making  a  suit  of  Nankeen,  .                  10  0 

•*  3  3-4  yards  of  Linen,  3a.  Gd.,  0  13  | 

"  Buttons,     .       .       .        .  .                0  2  7 

"  Thread,  Is.  Gd.;  silk,  3s.;  hair,  2s.;  Ruckram, 

3d.;  and  Staying,  Is. Gd.,                 .  .  .083 

Nov.   7.   To  making  2  pair  drawers,      .  0  4  0 

M  3  yards  of  superfine  white  flannel,  7s.,  .  .110 

3  14*10  i 

May   13.    To  1  bottlo  llrandy,  0   2  0 

"     2G.     "  1  bottle  Hrantly,  0   2  0 

July   10.     "  1  quart  of  spirits,     .  .  .  0  2  G 

To  5  dinners,  Club,  with  tbo  delegates,   .         .  .298 

2  17  2 

Sept.  10.   To  Gibs.  Cut  Tobacco,  Is.,       .        .        .        .         0  6  0 

•«  Pigtail,  2s.  Gd.,  0  2  6 

"  1  Earthen  Pot,  0  0  4 

o< ir 

62 


Digitized  by  Google 


•102 


MILITARY. 


otism  of  the  town  is  fully  exemplified  by  the  active  part  she 
took  in  the  conflict,  sending  about  sixteen  hundred  men  into  the 
field  of  strife  out  of  a  population  of  2871.  Even  half  of  this  pro- 
portion would  have  been  a  large  number  to  have  sent.  No 
wonder  that  Mrs.  Adams  says,  44  that  if  this  great  demand  for 
men  continues,  the  women  will  be  called  upon  to  attend  to  the 
agricultural  pursuits."  The  call  for  means  to  carry  on  the  war 
was  equally  as  oppressive  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  as  llio 
call  for  men.  In  one  year  the  town  assessed  upon  its  citizens 
the  largo  sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  beef 
for  the  army  and  other  necessary  expenses  of  the  town.  The 
enhanced  price  of  all  articles  required  to  sustain  life  caused 
great  suffering  and  distress,  as  in  1779  Mrs.  Adams  says: — 44  Wo 
have  been  greatly  distressed  for  the  want  of  grain.  I  have 
scarcely  known  the  look  or  taste  of  biscuit  or  flour  for  this  four 
months.  Yet  thousands  have  been  much  worse  off,  having  no 
grain  of  any  sort."  At  this  juncture  of  the  conflict,  when  money 
and  men  were  hard  to  procure,  the  liberal,  generous  and  patri- 
otic General  Palmer,  an  Englishman  by  birth,  camo  forward  in 
open  town  meeting  and  gave  them  one  thousand  and  eighty 
dollars  for  the  enlistment  of  thirty-six  men,  called  for  by  Con- 
gress in  1780,  and  at  the  adjourned  meeting  it  was  found  that 
another  call  had  been  made  for  nine  more  men.  For  this  call 
he  gave  two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  more,  making  the  total 
amount  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  for  which  he  received 
the  gratitude  and  earnest  thanks  of  the  town.  Thus,  wo  see 
the  great  sacrifices  our  ancestors  wcro  obliged  to  make  in  estab- 
lishing the  American  Republic. 

The  following  persons  of  Brain  tree  received  high  military 
promotions: — Jonathan  Hass,  as  Colonel,  from  the  South  Pre- 
cinct; Major  Stephen  Pcnniman  and  Colonel  Ebcnezer  Thayer, 
from  the  Middle  ;  General  Palmer,  from  the  North,  first  as  Col- 
onel and  afterwards  as  General. 

Capt.  Seth  Turner's  company  of  minute  men  of  the  South 
Precinct  of  Hraintrcc,  Col.  lienj.  Lincoln's  Kegiiueut,  assembled 
April  19th,  1775.    Time  of  service,  four  days.1 

I.  We  do  not  vouch  for  the  correct  orthography  of  these  names;  wo  havo 
given  the  names  ou  these  rolls  us  we  havo  found  thctn. 
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"  Seth  Turner,  Captain ;  Moses  Spear,  1st  Lieutenant ;  Nathan- 
iel Pain,  2d  Lieutenant ;  Noah  Thayer,  Joseph  Tower,  Samuel 
Belcher,  Joseph  Spear,  Sergeants ;  Isaac  Niles,  Ebenezer  Crane, 
Samuel  Cheesman,  I lezekiah  Thayer,  Corporals ;  Micajah  White, 
Fifer ;  Eli  Spear,  Drummer ;  Joseph  1  lay  ward,  Jonathan  Wild, 
Thomas  Penniman,  Thomas  French,  Isaac  Spear,  Joseph  Gooch, 
Joshua  Hay  ward,  Ephriam  Wales,  Ilezckiah  Ludden,  Nathaniel 
Luddcn,  Jr.,  Joshua  French,  Isaac  Spear,  Jr.,  Seth  Turner,  Jr., 
John  Jordan,  Nchcmiah  French,  Deering  Spear,  Nathaniel  Pain, 
Timothy  Smith,  Levi  Thayer,  llufus  Stetson,  Zebulon  Hayward, 
Samuel  Cheesman,  Isaac  Thayer,  John  Hunter,  Seth  Mann, 
Micajah  White,  Ephriam  Hunt,  Timothy  French,  Gideon  Tow- 
er, John  Slone,  David  Slonc,  James  Stoddard,  Phillip  Silvester, 
John  Wild,  Isaac  Smith,  Josiah  Thayer,  Jr.,  Sampson  Dunbar, 
Porapcy  Negro,  Rufus  Thayer."— Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XIII,  p. 
144. 

A  true  return  of  the  travels  and  service  of  Capt.  Eliphalct 
Sawcn's  company  of  minute  men  of  llraintrcc,  in  Col.  Benjamin 
Lincoln's  Regiment,  assembled  April  19th,  1775.  Time  of  ser- 
vice, eight  days. 

"Eliphalet  Sawcn,  Captain;  Nathaniel  Niles,  Lieutenant; 
Mathias  Cheesman,  Ensign;  Zacchcus  Thayer,  Clerk;  Joseph 
Poison,  Jacob  Wales,  Benjamin  Hayward,  John  Niles,  Sergeants ; 
Moses  Littleficld,  Gideon  Stetson,  Samuel  Wood,  James  Niles, 
Corporals ;  Lemuel  Spear,  Drummer  ;  Elisha  Wales,  Fifcr  ; 
Noah  Cheesman,  Ebcncjvcr  Niles,  David  Burrcll,  Daniel  French, 
Thomas  French,  Jr.,  Paul  Clark,  Joshua  Clark,  Joseph  Gooch, 
Jr.,  Benoni  Hayward,  Aaron  Hayward,  Jr.,  Hopcstill  Bradley, 
Jacob  Hunt,  Samuel  Crane,  Ephriam  Man,  Benjamin  Dyer,  John 
Slonc,  Jr.,  Jacob  Spear,  Samuel  Spear,  2d,  Jeremiah  Thayer, 
Kloazor  Tuft,  Robert  Milton,  .Jonathan  Wild,  Jr.,  Klieiioxer 
White,  Jonathan  Wales,  Timothy  Thayer,  Noah  Whitcomb, 
Benjamin  Stetson,  Josiah  Thayer,  Jr.,  Joseph  Porter,  Paul 
Thayer,  John  Wild,  Samuel  Cheesman,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Jr., 
Joshua  French,  Jr."— Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XIII,  p.  83. 

A  muster  roll  of  Lieut.  Linfield's  company  of  Braintrce,  in 
Col.  Benjamin  Lincoln's  Regiment.  Term  of  service,  four 
flays. 
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"  Elihu  Adams,1  Captain ;  David  Linfic. '  1st  Lieutenant;  Sim- 
eon Thayer,  2d  Lieutenant ;  Ephriam  Thayer,  Joseph  White,  Jr., 
Matthew  Pratt,  William  Linficld,  3d,  Sergeants;  Jacob  Whit- 
comb,  Ebcn  Pratt,  Cornelius  White,  David  Linficld,  Jr.,  Corpo- 
rals ;  Zcbulon  Hay  ward,  Drummer;  Joseph  Waters,  Fifcr; 
Barnabus  Clark,  William  Lintield,  Moses  Curtis,  Jonathan  Ran- 
dall,  Benjamin  Thayer,  Elijah  French,  Nathaniel  Hunt,  Joseph 
Belcher,  Thomas  Belcher,  David  White,  Joseph  Porter,  Timothy 
Thayer,  John  Ilollia,  Jr.,  Stephen  Cheesman,  William  Thayer, 
Bartholomew  Thayer,  Nathaniel  Linfield,  Samuel  Allen,  Elijah 
French,  Jr.,  Daniel  White,  Jr.,  John  White,  Jr.,  Thomas  King- 
man, John  Whitcomb,  Samuel  Linfield,  David  Linficld."  (One 
name  could  not  be  deciphered.) — Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  II,  p.  184. 

A  true  return  of  the  trnvel  and  time  of  tho  minute  company, 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  Silas  Wild  of  Braintree,  in  Col. 
Benjamin  Lincoln's  Regiment,  April  19th,  1775.  In  service  nine 
days. 

"  Silas  Wild,  Captain ;  Stephen  Penniman,  Lieutenant;  Rob- 
ert Hayden,  Ensign ;  William  Harriman,  Jonathan  Nash,  W. 
Hayden,  Jonathan  Holbrook,  Sergeants;  Amminadab  Hayden, 
James  Tower,  Ebenczer  Thayer,  John  Thayer,  Corporals ;  Jesse 
Pratt,  Drummer;  William  Wild,  Fifcr;  Joseph  Niles,  Abel 
Cheesman,  Samuel  Noyes,  Benjamin  Cheesman,  James  Lovcll, 
Samuel  White,  (illegible)  French,  Josiah  Thayer,  Caleb  Faxon, 
Joseph  Arnold,  Samuel  White  Thayer,  Ebenczer  Thayer,  Clem- 
ent Hayden,  John  Tower,  Alexander  Hayden,  Uriah  Thayer, 
Samuel  Clark,  Daniel  1 1  ay  ward,  Samuel  Vcasoy,  Benjamin 
Veasey,  Jacob  Nash,  Loring  White,  Edmund  Soaper,  Joseph 
Allen,  Nathaniel  Wales,  Calvin  Thayer,  Eli  Ludden,  Thayer, 
(the  sirname  was  illegible,)  Thomas  Ludden,  Belcher,  (the  sir- 
name  was  illegible.)"— Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XIII,  p.  152. 

1.  There  seems  to  have  been  some  mistake  about  this  roll,  as  Elihu  Adams, 
tho  younger  brother  of  President  John  Adams,  is  interlined  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Linfield,  as  Captain  of  the  company.  Mrs.  John  Adams,  in  her  letters,  seems 
to  corroborate  the  fact  that  Mr.  Adams  was  Captain  of  the  company,  as  she  says 
in  her  account  of  the  attack  of  tho  Americans  on  the  English  foraging  party  at 
Grape  Island,—"  Both  your  brothers  were  there;  your  younger  brother  with  his 
company.  Ho  was  ono  of  tlie  first  to  venture  on  board  a  schooner,  to  land  upon 
tho  island." 
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Time  of  service  of  a  company  of  minute  men,  in  Braintree, 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  John  Vinton,  in  Col.  Benjamin 
Lincoln's  Regiment,  assembled  April  29th,  1775,  three  days. 

"  John  Vinton,  Captain ;  Eben  Thayer,  3d  Lieutenant ;  Thomas 
Hollis,  Jr.,  Ensign ;  Nathaniel  French,  Adam  Hobard,  Silas  Hol- 
lis,  Ichabod  Holbrook,  Jr.,  Sergeants ;  Zcbah  Ilaydcn,  Ephriam 
Thayer,  Josiah  French,  Reuben  French,  Corporals ;  Caleb  French, 
Drummer ;  Robert  Hayden,  Isaac  Thayer,  Enoch  Hayden,  Adam 
Curtis,  Edward  Cheesman,  Lemuel  Veazie,  Elkanah  Thayer, 
James  Faxon,  Jr.,  William  Hobard,  Daniel  Hayward,  Daniel 
Hollis,  Zach.  Markquand  Thayer,  Elihn  Pcnniman,  Benjamin 
Veazie,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Thayer,  Nathaniel  Hollis,  Nathaniel 
Wales,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Whitmarsh,  Eli  Luddcn,  Ephriam  Field, 
Benjamin  French,  Nathaniel  Thayer,  2d,  Nehemiah  Thayer, 
John  Hobard,  2d,  Joseph  Hayden,  Silvanus  Ludden,  Oliver 
Thayer,  Benjamin  Luddcn,  3d,  Daniel  Hayward,  2d,  Samuel 
Cheesman,  Jr.,  Joseph  Biford,  Phillip  Thayer,  Solomon  Thayer, 
2d,  James  Nash,  Peter  Slone,  John  Thayer,  Jr.,  Abraham 
Thayer,  Jr.,  Anthony  Hunt,  Christopher  Thayer,  Jr.,  Noah 
Thayer,  Jr."— Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XIII,  p.  145. 

A  true  return  of  the  time  and  service  of  a  company  of  minute 
men,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Stephen  Penniman,  in  Brain- 
tree,  in  room  of  Capt.  Silas  Wild,  who  marched  tho  19lh  of 
April,  1775.    In  service  from  April  28th  to  May  6th,  1775. 

N  a  m  km.  Time  or  Service.      Amount  Paid. 


£ 

I). 

"  Stephen  Pcnniman,  Captain, 

seven  days, 

1 

10 

« 

0 

Robert  Hayden,  Lieutenant, 

(C 

1 

0 

0 

Jonathan  Holbrook,  Sergeant, 

tc 

0 

12 

0 

James  Tower,  Corporal, 

« 

0 

11 

0 

John  Thayer,  Corporal, 

« 

0 

11 

0 

Jcsso  Pratt,  Drummer, 

tc 

0 

11 

0 

William  Wild,  Fifer, 

u 

0 

11 

0 

Jacob  Nash, 

<t 

0 

10 

0 

Loring  White, 

u 

0 

10 

0 

Abraham  Thayer, 

tt 

0 

10 

0 

Edmund  Sopcr,  Jr., 

« 

0 

10 

0 

Joseph  Allen, 

0 

10 

0 
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Calvin  Thayer,  seven  days,       0  10  0 

Eli  Ludden,  "  0  10  0 

John  Thayer,  three  days,      0  4  2  1-2 

Joseph  Blanchard,  "  0  4  2  1-2 

Sixteen  moii." — Muster  Bolls,  Vol.  XIII,  p.  Gil. 

A  true  return  of  the  time  and  service  of  a  company  in  tho 
North  Precinct  of  Braintrec,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  John 
Hall,  Jr.,  in  Col.  Benjamin  Lincoln's  Regiment.  Assembled 
April  19th  and  29th,  1775.    Time  of  service,  seven  days. 

"John  Hall,  Jr.,  Captain;  Daniel  Arnold,  Lieutenant;  Seth 
Baxter,  2d,  Thomas  Newcomb,  Samuel  Bass,  2d,  Thomas  Pratt, 
John  Vinton,  Sergeants;  John  Mills,  William  Field,  El>en  Field, 
Jr.,  Moses  Brackctt,  Corporals ;  Joseph  Glccson,  Fifer;  Benja- 
min Pray,  Drummer;  Lemuel  Field,  William  Marsh,  Jr.,  Jona- 
than Marsh,  John  Briesler,  Jacob  Spear,  Peter  Newcomb,  Eben. 
Brown,  James  Clark,  Jr.,  Nathan  Arnold,  John  Nightingale, 
Oliver  Newcomb,  Edmund  Bass,  Samuel  Spear,  Daniel  Spear, 
Abram  Newcomb,  Nathan  Tirrell,  John  Field,  Jr.,  Stephen  Ilay- 
den,  Benjamin  Sanders,  William  Spear,  Jr.,  William  Brackctt, 
Joseph  Field,  2d,  Jackson  Field,  Isaac  Copeland,  Samuel  Iv. 
Glover,  John  Pray,  Seth  Copeland,  John  Copeland." — Muster 
Bolls,  Vol.  XII,  p.  174. 

The  several  independent  companies  enlisted  in  1775,  at  tho 
beginning  of  the  war,  not  being  regimented,  caused  some  little 
controversy  between  the  town  and  tho  Continental  Congress,  in 
reference  to  their  pay,  as  the  following  report  of  General  Wash- 
ington will  illustrate : — 

"  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  representation  sent  to  me  by 
the  Legislative  body  of  this  Province  respecting  four  companies 
stationed  at  Braintree,  Weymouth  and  Hingham.  As  they 
were  never  regimented,  and  were  doing  duty  at  a  distance  from 
the  rest  of  the  Army,  I  did  not  know  whether  to  consider  them 
as  a  part  of  it;  nor  do  I  think  myself  authorized  to  direct  pay- 
ment for  them  without  the  approbation  of  Congress."  Dec.  31st, 
1775.— Spark's  Washington,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  218. 

On  this  same  question  John  Adams  says,  in  a  letter  dated  at 
Philadelphia,  .Ian.  Kith,  177<> :—"  Congress  bus  just  received  a  let- 
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tcr  from  General  Washington,  inclosing. the  copy  of  an  applica- 
tion of  our  General  Assembly  to  him,  to  order  payment  to  four 
companies  stationed  at  Iiraintree,  Weymouth  and  Hingham. 
The  Cicncral  says  they  were  never  regimented,  and  he  cannot 
comply  with  the  request  of  the  Assembly,  without  direction  of 
Congress.  A  committee  is  appointed  to  consider  the  letter,  of 
which  I  am  one.    I  fear  thcro  will  be  a  difficulty,  and  therefore 

1  shall  endeavor  to  prevent  a  report  on  this  letter,  unless  I  shall 
see  a  prospect  of  justice  being  done  the  Colony." 

Roll  of  Capt.  Scth  Turner  s  independent  company,  all  enlisted 
from  May  3d  to  May  13th,  1775. 

w  Scth  Turner, Captain  ;  Scth  Baxter,  1st  Lieutenant;  Thomas 
Newconib,  2d  Lieutenant ;  Jacob  Wales,  Joseph  Payson,  John 
Vinton,  Jacob  Frieze,  Sergeants  ;  Benjamin  Dyer,  James  Nilcs, 
Lemuel  Dwclle,  Elijah  Gurney,  Corporals ;  Eli  Spear,  Drum- 
mer ;  Joseph  Wales,  Fifer ;  Nathaniel  Arnold,  Johu  Ayers,  Ed. 
Willard  Baxter,  Hopcstill  Bradley,  Moses  Brackctt,  Jr.,  William 
Brackett,  John  Brieslcr,  Noah  Cheesman,  Leonard  Cleverly, 
Elisha  Wild,  Joseph  Curtis,  Lemuel  Clark,  Ucgcmmclcch  dish- 
ing, Samuel  Clark,  Joshua  Clark,  Ichabod  Dyer,  Lemuel  Field, 
Timothy  French,  William  Ford,  Adam  Hunt,  Ebcnczcr  Han- 
cock, Nathaniel  llaydcu,  Simeon  Mollis,  Thomas  I  lay  ward,  Zcb- 
ulon  Hayward,  Nathaniel  Ludden,  John  Morrain,  Abraham 
Nowcomb,  Bryant  Newconib,  Daniel  Nash,  Moses  Nash,  Jr., 
Micajah  Neweonib,  Peter  Newcomb,  Benjamin  l'ain,  William 
Penniinan,  Benjamin  liichardson,  Jacob  Spear,  Jacob  Spear,  2d, 
Uufus  Stetson,  Win.  Sumner,  Benjamin  Thayer,  Seth  Turner, 
Benjamin  Vea/.ic,  Daniel  White,  Jr.,  John  Wild,  Noah  Whit- 
comb,  Samuel  Wild." 

All  the  names  on  the  roll,  stated  to  have  belonged  to  Brain- 
tree  Term  of  service,  against  each  man's  name,  was  from  8 
months,  1  week,  1  day,  to  8  months,  2  weeks,  4  days ;  all  expiring 
at  the  same  time,  .Ian.  1st,  1770.  The  privates  were  paid  forty 
shillings  per  mouth,  one  month's  pay  in  advance  ;  Captain's  pay, 
six  pounds  per  month;  1st  Lieutenant,  four  pounds  per  month. 

A  true  return  of  the  time  and  service  of  Capt.  John  Vin- 
ton's independent  company,  1775.    Time  of  service,  8  months, 

2  weeks  and  4  days. 
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"  John  Vinton,  Captain  ;  Ebonozor  Thayer,  1st  Lieutenant ; 
Silas  Ilollis,  2d  Lieutenant;  Ichabod  Ilolbrook,  Jr.,  Enoch  1  [ay- 
den,  John  Hunt,  William  Hobard,  Sergeants;  Ephriam  Thayer, 
Reuben  French,  Moses  Arnold,  Daniel  Ilollis,  Corporals ;  Barna- 
bus  Clark,  Stephen  Hayden,  Drummers;  David  Porter,  Fifer; 
John  Ilobard,  2d,  Ebenczer  Whitmarsh,  Barnahus  Ilollis,  Philip 
Thayer,  Joseph  Blanchard,  Daniel  llaydcn,  Jr.,  Jacob  Nash, 
Cyrus  llaydcn,  Kichard  l'eircc,  (Stougliton,)  John  Nightingale, 
Ephriam  Hunt,  John  Doble,  Richard  Thayer,  Silas  Lovell,  Isaiah 
Faxon,  Nathaniel  Wales,  Jr.,  Peter  Slonc,  John  Slone,  Jr.,  James 
Nash,  2d,  John  Thayer,  3d,  Samuel  Spear,  Jr.,  Joseph  Doble, 
Benjamin  French,  Loring  White,  Abraham  Thayer,  Jr.,  Nathan- 
iel Savel,  Benjamin  Veazie,  Jr.,  Edward  Checaman,  Thomas 
Ilolbrook,  Jacob  Hayden,  Elliot  Clark,  Caleb  llaydcn,  Solomon 
Thayer,  Daniel  I  lay  ward,  Zebah  Thayer,  Jonathan  Arnold, 
James  Thayer,  Anthony  Hunt,  Silas  II  ay  ward,  Benjamin  Nash, 
Jr.,  Edward  Bass,  Joshua  Hobard,  Bizcr  Ludden,  William  Mills, 
Nathaniel  Ilolbrook,  James  Thayer,  Jeremiah  Colly,  Daniel  Dow- 
ner, of  Middlebough." — Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XVI,  p.  54. 

Muster  roll  of  an  independent  company  in  service  of  the  Col- 
ony of  Massachusetts  Bay,  from  Jan.  1st,  177G,  to  June  7th,  in- 
clusive, under  the  command  of  Capt.  Ebenezer  Thayer,  tertius. 
Time  of  service,  three  months  and  one  day. 

"  Ebenezer  Thayer,  tertius,  Captain  ;  Isaac  Thayer,  1st  Lieu- 
tenant ;  Joseph  Wild,  Wm.  Hobard,  Phillip  Thayer,  Elliot  Clark, 
Sergeants;  John  Copeland,  Anthony  Hunt,  James  Clark,  Corpo- 
rals; Gideon  French,  Drummer;  Francis  Faxon,  Fifer;  Benja- 
min Veazie,  Burnabus  Clark,  Caleb  Hayden,  Daniel  Hay  ward, 
Zebah  Thayer,  John  Nightingale,  Richard  Thayer,  Lemuol  Clark, 
Nathaniel  Wales,  Abraham  Thayer,  Joseph  Veazie,  Samuel  Bass, 
Jr.,  Ebenczer  Brown,  John  Hobard,  Win.  Thayer,  Ahay  French, 
Jonathan  Thayer,  Joseph  Adams,  John  Scuddcr,  Uriah  Thayer, 
Silvanus  Ludden,  Benjamin  Ludden,  Eleazer  Bcale,  Micah  Wild, 
Jr.,  Richard  Peirce,  Wm.  Wild,  Jr.,  Calvin  Thayer,  Benjamin 
Milton,  Nathaniel  Belcher,  Thomas  Belcher,  Zeba  Cheesman, 
Levi  Wild,  Jonathan  Whitcomb,  Ebenezer  French,  Jonathan 
Fessenden,  Joshua  French."— Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XXIII,  p.  123. 

A  truo  return  of  the  time  and  service  of  a  company,  under  tho 
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command  of  Captain  Sawcn,  in  Col.  Joseph  Palmer's  Regiment, 
who  assembled  in  Brmintree,  on  the  4th  of  March,  177C.  Time 
of  service,  fifteen  days. 

"  Eliphalct  Sawcn,  Captain  ;  Simeon  Thayer,  1st  Lieutenant ; 
Joseph  Tower,  2d  Lieutenant ;  Joseph  White,  Joseph  S]>car, 
Ephraim  Thayer,  Samuel  Jones,  Samuel  Spear,  Sergeants; 
Atkins  Clark,  Elisha  Wales,  Samuel  Chcestnan,  Joseph  Chces- 
man,  Joseph  Porter,  Corporals;  Zoba  Hayward,  Drummer; 
Joseph  Belcher,  Daniel  French,  William  Linfield,  Cornelius 
White,  Ebcnezer  Pratt,  Timothy  Thayer,  David  White,  Jr., 
Nathaniel  Hunt,  Jr.,  Jacob  Whitcomb,  Nathaniel  Pain,  Benja- 
min Pain,  Samuel  Allen,  Joshua  Thayer,  David  Linfield,  Samuel 
Wood,  If.  French,  Deering  Spear,  John  Stetson,  Paul  Thayer, 
Jeremiah  Thayer,  Jr.,  Ilichard  Spear,  Noah  Checsman,  Isaac 
Thayer,  Benoni  Hayward,  Simeon  Hayward,  Benjamin  Stetson, 
Joseph  Payson,  Lemuel  Spear,  John  Gooch,  James  Gooch, 
Scth  Man,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Man,  Moses  Littlcfield,  Eli  Spear, 
Luther  Spear,  David  Slonc,  Peter  Slonc,  John  Slonc,  Thomas 
French,  Timothy  French,  Richard  Thayer,  Benjamin  Hayward, 
Oliver  Thayer,  James  Nilcs,  Thomas  West,  Zcbulon  Hayward, 
Hczckiah  Sutton,  Isaac  Stephens,  Jas.  Tilley,  Jonathan  Thayer, 
James  Packard,  John  Jordan,  Lemuel  Sutton,  Gidoon  Tower, 
Simeon  Thayer,  Jr.,  William  Thayer,  James  Kingman,  Peter 
Thayer,  Jr.,  William  Blanch  aid,  Daniel  Hunting,  Joseph  Hay- 
ward, Micah  Thayer."— Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XXII,  p.  20G. 

A  true  return  of  the  time  and  service  of  Capt.  Moses  French's 
.  company,  in  Col.  Joseph  Palmer's  (who  was  a  citizen  of  Brain- 
tree)  Regiment,  assembled  March  4th,  177G.    In  service  fifteon 
days. 

"Moses  French,  Captain;  Robert  Ilaydcn,  1st  Lieutenant; 
Thomas  Hollis,  2d  Lieutenant;  William  Allen,  Clerk;  Nathan- 
iel French,  Adam  Ilobart,  Gains  Thayer,  Jonathan  Holbrook, 
Sergeants ;  Josiah  French,  Caleb  Hunt,  Enoch  Penniman,  Nche- 
miah  Thayer,  Corporals;  Elijah  Thayer,  Drummer;  David  P. 
Hayward,  Caleb  Ilaydcn,  Jacob  Allen,  Samuel  Clark,  Barnabus 
Thayer,  Jonathan  Thayer,  Lemuel  Vcazoy,  Samuel  Curtis,  Jo- 
siah Hunt,  Adam  Curtis,  Silas  Veazcy,  Nathaniel  Capcn,  James 
Faxon,  Elkauuali  Thayer,  Elwuezer  Penniman,  Zcba  Haydeu, 
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Caleb  Ilobard,  Jr.,  John  llobard,  Jr.,  Joseph  Riford,  John  Hunt, 
Ebcn  Harden,  Jr.,  Zach.  Markquand  Thayer,  Nehemiah  IIol- 
brook,  Thomas  Ilolbrook,  Edward  Faxon,  Ephraim  Blanchard, 
Ahay  French,  John  Clark,  2d,  Noah  Thayer,  James  Ilolbrook, 
Henry  Thayer,  Abijah  Allen,  Ilczekiah  Thayer,  Azariah  Faxon, 
Jr.,  S.  Copeland,  Isaac  Copcland,  Caleb  French,  Gideon  French, 
Joshua  Hobard,  Richard  Thayer,  Jos.  Wild,  Silas  Lovell,  benja- 
min Wales,  David  Ilolbrook."— Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XIX,  p.  07. 

A  pay  roll  of  Capt.  Scth  Turner's  independent  company,  in 
the  pay  of  Massachusetts  from  Jan.  1st  to  May  ±id,  1770,  inclu- 
sive.   Time  of  service,  four  months  and  two  days. 

"  Seth  Turner,  Captain  ;  Thomas  Newcomb,  1st  Lieutenant ; 
Jacob  Wales,  2d  Lieutenant ;  Macah  Newcomb,  Benjamin  Dyer, 
John  Wyld,  John  Niles,  Sergeants;  Elijah  Gurney,  Nathaniel 
Haydcn,  Moses  Nash  (Weymouth),  Nathaniel  Arnold,  Corpo- 
rals; Daniel  Porter,  Drummer;  Joseph  Wales,  Fifer;  Peter 
Newcomb,  William  Brackett,  Amos  Stetson,  Abraham  New- 
comb (Boston),  John  Bardon,  Daniel  Hayward,  Hopestill  Brad- 
ley, Moses  Brackett,  Bryant  Newcomb,  Joseph  French,  Benj. 
Richardson,  David  Nash,  John  Ayer  (Weymouth),  Ebenezcr 
Hancock  (Boston),  William  Penniman,  Ely  Spear,  Jacob  Frize, 
Daniel  Baxter,  Josiah  Thayer,  Timothy  Thayer,  Seth  Spear, 
Moses  Littlefield,  William  Spear,  Elijah  Underwood,  John  Mills, 
David  Hollis  (Weymouth),  Seth  Vinton  (Stoughton),  Aaron 
Littlefield,  Ebenezer  White,  William  Arnold,  Phillip  Silvester, 
Noah  Thayer,  Edmund  Smith,  Benjamin  Nash,  William  Bates 
(Weymouth),  Zadock  Nash,  Bartholomew  Thayer,  Jacob  Spear, 
Edward  Willard,  Josiah  Vescy  Baxter,  Oliver  Newcomb,  Abra- 
ham I  lay  ward  (Boston),  Thomas  llayward,  Samuel  Brackett, 
Daniel  Richards."— Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XXIII,  p.  150.1 

Pay  roll  of  Capt.  Seth  Turner's  company,  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Thomas  Marshall,  in  the  pay  of  Massachusetts  Stale, 
from  May  22d  to  Nov.  1st,  1770.  This  company  was  made  up 
mostly  by  men  from  Bridgcwatur  and  Middloborough.  The 
paper  is  broken  away  so  much,  that  we  were  able  to  give  the 
residence  of  but  a  few  of  them. 

1.  Captain  Turner  paid  four  companies  uuder  hit*  command,  ntatiotiod  at 
Hull  from  January  to  May,  1777.— Muster  Kolls,  Vol.  XXV,  p.  84. 
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"Scth  Turner,  Captain ;  Thomas  Newcomb,  1st  Lieutenant; 
Jacob  Wales,  2d  Lieutenant;  James  Dunbar  (Bridgewater), 
Mi cah  Newcomb,  Benjamin  Dyer,  Moses  Nash  (Weymouth), 
Sergeants ;  Peter  Ncweomb,  Solomon  Keith  (Bridgewater), 
Elijah  Gurncy,  Hopestill  Bradley,  Corporals;  Samuel  Eaton, 
Drummer  (Middleborough)  ;  Jos.  Wales,  Fifer;  James  Walker, 
Nathaniel  Arnold,  Elisha  Blanchard,  William  Brackett,  Carver 
Bates  (Middleborough),  Jona.  Cleverly,  Thcophelus  Chrocker 
(Middleborough),  Duke  Scott  (Middleborough),  Jesse  Curtis 
(Bridgewater),  Bcnj.  Cain  (Middleborough),  Nathaniel  Eaton 
(Middleborough),  John  French,  Thomas  JTayward,  Marshall 
Walker,  Asa  Washburn  (Bridgewater),  Daniel  Hayward,  Bar- 
nabus  Hay  ward,  Kliphas  Hunt  (Weymouth),  Luther  Hall  (Rayn- 
ham),  Job  Hall  (Raynham),  Nath.  Ludden,  Isaac  Leech  (Bridge- 
water),  Samuel  Leech  (Bridgewater),  Philip  Lee  (Bridgewater), 
Abraham  Newcomb,  Brient  Newcomb,  Zadock  Nash,  Benjamin 
Pain,  Daniel  Richardson,  Abzxjrther  Richmond,  Samuel  Stoder, 
Samuel  Spear,  Benjamin  Shaw,  Pcarrcso  Simons,  Bcnj.  Hollis, 
Edmund  Smith,  Scth  Turner,  David  Vinton,  Josial:  Veasey,  Bar- 
nabus  Washburn,  Geo.  Willbar,  David  Wnllis,  E.  W.  Baxter.** 

A  pay  roll  due  to  Capt.  Stephen  Pcnniman's  company,  in  Col. 
France's  Regiment,  "being  for  Travoll  into  Campe  and  back 
again,  one  Penny  per  mile ;  also,  for  one  day's  pay  for  every 
twenty  miles  Travcll  homo  from  Camp,  and  their  Gun  and 
Blanckett  Money,"  tho  said  company  being  draughted  from  the 
towns  of  Hingham,  Braintree,  Dorchester,  Stoughten,  Stough- 
tenham  and  Milton,  in  177G.    Time  of  service,  one  day. 

"  Stephen  Penniman,  Captain ;  Paul  Thayer,  Uriah  Thayer, 
John  Copling,  Dcering  Spear,  William  Wild,  Adonijah  French, 
Silvanus  Ludden,  Calvin  Thayer,  Bcr.a  Ludden,  Oliver  Thayer, 
Moses  Whitcomb,  Eliphas  Thayer,  Mcshcck  Penniman,  James 
Kingman,  Nathaniel  Hunt,  Nathaniel  Belcher,  Abel  Chocsman, 
Win.  llnyden,  Joseph  Man,  Gideon  Stetson,  Benjamin  Hunt, 
Benjamin  Chccsman,  David  Thayer,  Nchcmiah  Haydcn,  Jesse 
Pratt,  Zcbulon  Howard."— Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XXII,  p.  29. 

Capt.  Stephen  Pcnniman's  company  in  Col.  Dyke's  Regiment, 
1770. 

"  Stcphon  Penniman,  Captain  ;  Paul  Thayer,  Ensign ;  Joseph 
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Wild,  Sergeant;  Nathan  Holbrook,  Jesse  Pratt,  Corporals; 
Decring Spear,  Drummer;  Francis  Faxon,  Fifcr;  John  Copling, 
Benjamin  Cheesman,  William  Wild,  William  Caggill,  David 
Thayer,  Abel  Cheesman,  Beater  Ludden,  Calvin  Thayer,  Sylva- 
nus  Ludden,  Moses  Whitcomb,  Nathaniel  Hunt,  Benjamin  Hunt, 
Oliver  Thayer,  Abraham  Jones,  Gideon  Stetson,  Joseph  Man, 
Jr.,  Zebulon  Howard,  Samuel  Thayer,  John  Wild,  Jacob  Hayden, 
Samuel  Ludden,  John  Burrcll,  Elijah  Thayer,  Samuel  Hunt." — 
Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XXVI,  p.  427. 

Braintree  men  in  Capt.  Abijah  Bang's  company,  in  Col. 
Dyke's  Regiment,  1770. 

"Nathaniel  Paine,  Lemuel  Voazio,  Joseph  Adams,  Eliphas 
Thayer,  Richard  Spear,  Seth  Maun,  Mosos  Littleiield,  Samuel 
Holms,  Aaron  Littlefiold,  Michael  White,  Ephraim  Mann,  Sam- 
uel Mann,  Ezra  Glover,  Alex.  Thayer,  David  Baker." — Muster 
Rolls,  Vol.  XXVI,  p.  427 J. 

A  true  statement  of  the  time  and  service  of  the  company  of 
the  North  Precinct  of  Braintree,  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Edmund  Billings,  in  Col.  Jonathan  Bass'  Regiment,  assembled 
on  the  13th  of  June,  1770,  in  order  to  drive  the  British  ships 
out  of  Boston  harbor.    Term  of  service,  five  days. 

"Edmund  Billings,  Captain;  James  Clark,  1st  Lieutenant; 
Seth  Baxter,  2d  Lieutenant ;  Elisha  Glover,  Seth  Spear,  Ebene- 
zer Newcomb,  Benjamin  Torrey,  Sergeants;  Wm.  Field,  Joseph 
Field,  Moses  Brackett,  Joseph  Bass,  Jr.,  Corporals ;  Oliver  New- 
comb,  Drummer;  John  Bricslcr,  Fifer;  John  Hayden,  Joseph 
Tirrell,  Elijah  Belcher,  Joseph  Baxter,  Gcorgo  Bricslcr,  Jona- 
than Fessendcn,  Elijah  Vcsey,  Jackson  Field,  John  Field,  Jr., 
Ebenezer  Field,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Bcale,  John  Copoland,  Henry 
Hayden,  Daniel  Spear,  John  Bass,  Jas.  Clark,  Jr.,  Micah  Wilde, 
Jr.,  Amos  Stetson,  Peter  Clark,  Gregory  Clark,  Joseph  Tirrell, 
Jr.,  Printcs  Cushing,  Samuel  Newcomb,  Benjamin  Pray,  Peter 
Brackett,  George  Frost,  Nathaniel  Adams,  Benjamin  II oil  is,  W. 
Baxter,  Jonathan  Marsh,  Jr.,  Jonathan  Marsh,  Nathan  Tirrell, 
James  Brackett,  Ebenezer  Brackett,  (illegible)  Mason,  Jr.,  Wil- 
liam Spear,  Jr.,  Thomas  Gurncy,  Joseph  Palmer,  Jr.,  John  Thax-  . 
ter,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Hayden,  Prince  Pcro." — Muster  Rolls,  Vol. 
XVII,  p.  G2. 
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A  true  return  of  Capt.  Moses  French's  company,  in  Col.  Jona- 
than Bass'  Regiment,  who  assembled  at  Braintree,  Juno  13th, 
177G,  upon  orders  to  march  to  Houghs  Neck,  so  called,  and 
June  24th,  upon  orders  to  Nantaskct.  Time  of  service,  four  days. 

"Moses  French,  Captain;  Robert  ITayden,  1st  Lieutenant; 
Thomas  Hollis, 2d  Lieutenant;  Nathaniel  French,  Adam  Ilobart, 
Gaius  Thayer,  John  Ilolbrook,  Sergeants  ;  Joseph  French,  Caleb 
Hunt,  Enoch  Pcnniman,  Nehemiah  Thayer,  Corporals;  David 
Person  I  lay  ward,  Caleb  Hay  ward,  Capt.  Stephen  Penniman, 
Isaac  Houghton,  Jacob  Allen,  Barnabus  Thayer,  Zach.  Mar- 
quand  Thayer,  James  Tower,  (illegible)  Faxon,  Jr.,  Lieut.  Sam- 
uel Curtis,  David  Ilolbrook,  Jr.,  James  Ilolbrook,  Joseph  Wild,  • 
Joshua  Ilobart,  Caleb  French,  Zcbc  Haydcn,  Joseph  Riford, 
Ebcnezer  Penniman,  William  Thayer,  Benjamin  Wales,  Ebene- 
zer  (illegible),  Elliot  Clark,  Azariah  Faxon,  Jr.,  Ebonezer  French, 
Seth  Copcland,  Lemuel  Veazie,  Nathaniel  Wales,  Jr.,  Adam 
Curtis,  Nathaniel  Capen,  Silas  Veazic,  Elkannah  Thayer,  Nehe- 
miah Ilolbrook,  Phillip  Thayer."— Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XIX, 
p.  56. 

A  true  return  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Belcher's  company,  in  Col. 
Jonathan  Bass'  Regiment,  who  assembled  at  Braintree,  June 
13th,  177C,  upon  orders  to  march  to  Horse  Neck,  so  called,  and 
June  24th,  upon  orders  to  Nantaskct.  Served  from  two  to  four 
days. 

"  Nathaniel  Belcher,  Captain ;  David  Linfield,  1st  Lieutenant; 
Ephraim  Thayer,  2d  Lieutenant;  Samuel  Jones,  Jonathan 
Wales,  William  Linfield,  Samuel  Allen,  Elisha  Wales,  Sergeants; 
William  Blanchard,  Daniel  French,  Corporals;  Benjamin  Clark, 
Drummer ;  James  Kingman,  Fifer  ;  Joshua  French,  Jr.,  Samuel 
Linfield,  Nathaniel  Paine,  Jr.,  Rouben  Thayer,  Timothy  Thayer, 
Bartholomew  Thayer,  Joseph  White,  Jr.,  John  White,  Jr., 
David  White,  Jacob  Whitcomb,  John  Whitcomb,  Samuel  Bass, 
Joseph  Belcher,  Mathias  Chccsman,  John  Jordan,  Ziba  Checs- 
man,  Jonathan  Randall,  Simeon  Thayer,  Jacob  Gloyd,  David 
Linfield,  Jr.,  John  Lovcll,  Nathaniel  Belcher,  Lemuel  Luddcn, 
Peter  Thayer,  Jr.,  Noah  Thayer,  Jr.,  Simeon  Thayer,  Jr.,  Seth 
Turner,  Jr.,  Cornelius  White,  Noah  Whitcomb,  Jr.,  Moses 
Whitcomb,  Ebcn  Pratt,  Thomas  Wales,  William  Thayer,  Micah 
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Thayer,  Daniel  White,  Jr.,  Solomon  White,  Joseph  Porter, 
Israel  Beatty,  Jr.,  Thomas  Belcher,  William  Linfield,  Joseph 
French,  Joshua. French,  Nathaniel  Hunt." — Muster  Rolls,  Vol. 
XVII,  p.  82. 

A  true  return  of  the  time  and  service  of  Captain  Kliphalet 
Sawen's  company,  in  Col.  Joseph  Palmer's  Kcgimcnt,  assembled 
at  Braintreo,  Juno  1 1th,  177C.    Served  four  days. 

"Eliphalet  Sawen,  Captain;  Moses  Spear,  1st  Lieutenant; 
Joseph  Tower,  2d  Lieutenant;  Isaac  Thayer,  Paul  Thayer,  Eben- 
ezer  Niles,  Lemuel  Spear,  Sergeant* ;  Samuel  Cheesman,  Zebulon 
Howard,  Jacob  Spear,  Joshua  Clark,  Nathaniel  Niles,  Corpo- 
rals; Luther  Spear,  Drummer;  Phinehas  Taft,  Kifcr;  David 
Slone,  Peter  Slone,  Deering  Spear,  John  Slone,  Benjamin  Stet- 
son, Gideon  Stetson,  Richard  Thayer,  Jos.  Payson,  John  Thayer, 
Samuel  Spear,  Isaac  Smith,  John  Wild,  James  Niles,  James 
'  Tilley,  Adonijah  French,  John  Stetson,  John  Niles,  E.  Thomas 
French,  Simeon  Howard,  Benj.  Mann,  Reuben  Thayer,  Arron 
Howard,  Jr.,  Ebenezcr  White,  Bcnoni  Howard,  Thomas  French, 
Jr.,  Isaac  Niles,  Jr.,  Mathew  Pratt,  Noah  Cheesman,  Levi 
Thayer,  Jeremiah  Thayer,  Jr.,  Oliver  Thayer,  Isaac  Niles,  Gideon 
Tower,  Eliphalet  Thayer."— Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XXII,  p.  188. 

Pay  roll  of  Capt.  Isaac  Thayer's  company,  under  the  command 
of  Col.  Thomas  Marshall,  from  the  last  day  of  July  to  the  1st 
day  of  Jan.  1777.  Served  five  months.  The  following  Brain- 
treo men  enlisted  in  this  company. 

" Isaac  Thayer,  Captain;  Josiah  Thayer,  1st  Scrgoant;  Ebcn- 
czer  Brown,  4th  Sergeant ;  Abraham  Thayer,  1st  Corporal ; 
Anthony  Hunt,  2d  Corporal ;  Lemuel  Clark,  3d  Corporal ;  Zenas 
French,  Drummer;  Ebenczcr  Hay  ward,  Eleazor  Beals,  Isaac 
Bcals,  Timothy  Thayer,  Isaac  Ilollis,  Ruftts  Thayer,  Solomon 
Thayer,  Samuel  Hayward,  Levi  Wild,  Nathaniel  Savil,  Ebcnezor 
Nightingale,  Jcriah  Bass,  Richard  Shaw,  Seth  Hunt,  Jonathan 
Curtis,  Reuben  Thayer,  Caleb  Thayer."— Muster  Rolls,  Vol. 
XXV,  p.  91. 

The  balance  of  this  company  was  made  up  of  persons  enlisted 
from  Abington  and  Taunton.  The  same  company  was  also  in 
the  same  service  from  June  1st  to  July  31st,  1776,  with  the 
exception  of  Caleb  Thayer. — Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XXV,  p.  113. 
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A  muster  roll  of  the  independent  company  under  command 
of  Captain  Seth  Turner,  1777.  Time  of  service,  eight  months, 
two  weeks  and  four  days. 

"Seth  Turner,  Captain;  Seth  Baxter,  Thomas  Newcomb, 
Jacob  Wales,  Joseph  Payson,  Johu  Vinton,  Jacob  Frieze,  Benja- 
min Dyer,  James  Nile*,  Lemuel  Dwclle,  Elijah  Gurney,  Eli 
Spear,  Joseph  Wales,  Nathaniel  Arnold,  John  Ayers,  Edward 
W.  Baxter,  Hopcstill  Bradley,  Moses  Brackett,  Jr.,  William 
Brackett,  John  Briesler,  Noah  Cheesman,  Leonard  Cleverly, 
Joseph  Curtis,  Lemuel  Clark,  Regimelcak  Cushing,  Samuel 
Clark,  Joshua  Clark,  Ichabod  Dyer,  Lemuel  Field,  Timothy 
French,  William  Foard,  Adam  Hunt,  Ebcnc/cr  Hancock,  Na- 
thaniel Hayden,  Simeon  Hollis,  Thomas  Hayward,  Zebulon 
Hayward,  Nathaniel  Ludden,  John  Marrain,  John  Wild,  Samuel 
Wild,  Abraham  Newcomb,  Bryant  Newcomb,  Daniel  Nash, 
Moses  Nash,  Jr.,  Micajah  Newcomb,  Peter  Newcomb,  Benjamin 
Payn,  William  Penniman,  Benjamin  Richardson,  Jacob  Spear, 
Jacob  Spear,  2d,  Kufus  Stetson,  William  Sumner,  Benjamin 
Thayer,  Seth  Turner,  Benjamin  Vcazcy,  Daniel  White,  Jr., 
Noah  Whitcomb,  Elisha  Wild." 

A  pay  roll  of  Capt.  Joseph  Tower's  company,  in  Col.  Benja- 
min Gill's  Regiment,  from  Aug.  16th  to  Dec.  12th,  1777. 

"Eleazer  Taft,  Lemuel  Clark,  Sergeants;  John  Niles,  Ebenc- 
zcr  Thayer,  Corporals;  Samuel  Belcher,  Eleazer  Bcals,  Isaac 
Beals,  Benjamin  Chee6mau,  Abel  Cheesman,  Stephen  Cheesman, 
Adonijah  French,  Jacob  Hayden,  Nathaniel  Hunt,  Levi  Hayden, 
Benjamin  Ludden,  Bczor  Ludden,  Benjamin  Nash,  Nathaniel 
Pain,  Benjamin  Pain,  Prince  Pcro,  Luther  Spear,  Samuel  Spear, 
Simeon  Spear,  Alex.  Thayer,  Calvin  Thayer,  Timothy  Thayer, 
John  Thayer,  Noah  Thayer,  Caleb  Thayer,  David  Whitcomb, 
Isaac  Went."— Muster  1  tolls,  Vol.  XXIII,  p.  151. 

Names  of  men  enlisted  into  the  Continental  Army  in  1777,  for 
three  years,  as  the  quota  for  Braintrcc.  Those  marked  thus  * 
were  non-residents,  who  wore  credited  to  Braiutree. 

"Allen  Amos,*  Ezckicl  Averel,*  Edward  Archer,*  Ebenezer 
Brown,  Edward  Bass,  David  Burrell,  Oliver  Blossom,*  Joseph 
Blauchard,  William  Blanchard,  William  Blanchard,*  William 
Brackett,  Beza  Burrell,*  Solomon  Bloom,*  Edward  Burke,* 
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• 

Joseph  Bcnoih,*  Joseph  Curtis,  Jonathan  Curtis,  Jonathan  Clev- 
erly, Paul  Clark,  Cniscr  (a  negro),  Benjamin  Dyer,  Seth  Dut- 
tin,*  Michael  Dais,*  Ichabod  Dais,*  Tristam  Daggett,*  Gilleom 

Duror,*  William  D  ,*  Ichabod  Douty,*  Archibald  Edmond- 

ston,*  Elijah  French,  Joseph  French,  Ohay  French,  Francis 
Fontrcy,*  James  Grandy,*  Isaac  Ilollis,  Jonathan  Hill,  Stephen 
Ilayden,  Thomas  Ilayward,  Bcnoni  Ilayward,  Adam  Ilayward, 
Joseph  Ilayden,  Ziba  Ilayden,  Nathaniel  Hubbard,  William 
Ilayden,  Cyrus  Ilayden,  Stephen  Hollis,  Geo.  Hudson,*  Stephen 
Ilollis,  Isaac  Harder,*  Benjamin  Jones,  Samuel  Johnson,*  Wil- 
liam Kendall,*  John  Lovcll,  William  Lynes,*  Christopher  Lear,* 
John  Lelton,*  John  Lctton,*  Daniel  Lynes,*  Louis  Langnc,* 
Ephraim  Milton,  Joseph  Marshall,  Peter  Murphy,*  John  Massey,* 
Pear.  Mainard,*  Charles  Newcomb,  Joseph  Nilcs,  Hugh  Paul,* 
Stephen  Pratt,  Joseph  Pray,  Daniel  Patterson,*  John  Proctor,* 
Richard  Raines,*  Thomas  Reily,*  Samuel  Stoddard,  Reuben 
Skillings,*  Cornelius  Stilphin,*  John  Shaw,*  Bartholomew 
Thayer,  Joseph  Taft,  Jolin  Thomas,*  Nchcmiah  Vickey,*  Wil- 
liam Walker,*  Geo.  Wheeler,  Samuel  Wescut,*  Peter  Waddy  .*" 
—Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XXVII,  pp.  81  to  100. 

1777.  For  some  time  the  citizens  of  the  town  had  been  sus- 
picious that  some  of  its  inhabitants  were  friendly  disposed  tow- 
ards the  parent  government,  and  that  there  should  bo  no  further 
doubt  about  the  matter,  callod  a  town  meeting,  Juno  9th,  1777, 
to  8cttlo  the  question  which  had  for  somo  time  been  agitated, 
and  created  much  feeling  in  tho  community.  At  this  meeting 
the  Selectmen  submitted  to  the  town  tho  names  of  several  peo- 
ple whom  they  considered  Royalists,  as  follows,— "The  Select- 
men present  a  list  to  the  town,  of  thoso  persons  they  esteem 
inimical  to  the  United  States,  viz:— Rev.  Edward  Winslow, Maj. 
Ebenezer  Miller,  John  Cheesman,  Mr.  Joseph  Cleverly,  James 
Apthorp,  William  Veazie,  Benjamin  Cleverly,  Oliver  Gay  and 
Ncdabiah  Bent,  all  which  were  voted  to  be  persons  esteemed 
inimical  to  the  United  States.  Then  the  following  persons 
were  nominated  and  voted  to  be  added  to  the  aforesaid  list  of 
persons  esteemed  inimical  to  tho  United  States,  viz :— Joseph 
Cleverly,  E.  William  Veazie,  Jr.,  Henry  Cleverly,  and  Thomas 
Brackett." 
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Tlic  town  at  the  same  meeting  decided  to  choose  some  person 
who  was  M  firmly  attached  to  the  American  cause,  to  procure 
and  lay  before  the  Court  appointed  for  the  trial  of  those  inimi- 
cal persons,  the  evidence  that  may  be  had  of  their  inimical  dis- 
jiosition,"  and  William  Penniman  was  unanimously  chosen  for 
this  purpose. 

Feb.  2d,  1777.  The  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union  between  the  several  States  now  represented  in  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,  are  laid  before  the  town,  which  are  to  be  dis- 
tinctly and  repeatedly  read,  and  mutually  considered,  whereupon 
it  was  voted,  ■  that  this  town  do  approve  of  the  said  Confedera- 
tion, excepting  the  first  clause  in  the  ninth  article,  where  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  the  sole  and  exclusive 
right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace  or  war.  The  town 
proposed  this  amendment: — 

"  The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  shall  first  obtain 
the  approbation  of  t/ie  Legislative  Body  of  each  of  tfie  United 
States,  or  Uie  major  part  of  t/tem,  before  tficy  shall  determine  on 
peace  or  war." 

It  appears  by  this  action  of  tho  town,  that  IJraintreo  was  a 
strong  advocate  of  State  rights. 

The  town  being  called  upon  to  furnish  moro  men  for  tho 
Continental  Army,  "  Sept.  8th,  1777,  selected  a  committee  to  use 
their  utmost  endeavors  in  tho  town  or  elsewhere,  to  procure  a 
sufficient  number  to  make  up  their  quota  for  tho  army,  if  possi- 
ble, and  also  to  indemnify  Col.  Ebenczcr  Thayer,  tcr^  from  any 
fine  that  may  be  imposed  upon  him  in  omitting  to  draft  the  men 
agreeable  to  a  resolve  passed  the  15th  day  of  August  last." 

It  was  decided  that  the  committee  should  consist  of  six  per- 
sons. "Then  Deacon  Ebenezcr  Adams,  Messrs.  Joseph  Baxter, 
William  Penniman,  Capt.  Silas  Wild,  Maj.  Scth  Turner  and 
Lieut.  rCphraim  Thayer,"  be  a  committee  chosen  for  the  purpose. 

Feb.  2d,  1778.  "Voted,  That  the  town  will  make  up  tho 
wages  of  those  soldiers  who  are  doing  duty  at  Cambridge,  in 
Capt.  Silas  Wild's  company,  to  six  pounds  per  month  from  this 
time,  including  what  is  or  shall  be  allowed  by  tho  Court,  pro- 
vided they  continue  in  tho  service  to  April  1st." 

In  1778,  the  town  voted  to  allow  each  laborer  on  tho  high- 
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way  twelve  (shillings  per  day,  and  that  a  single  poll  shall  l>o 
taxed  as  a  day's  work,  and  March  14th,  1780,  the  currency  had 
so  depreciated  that  they  voted  that  four  pounds  and  ten  shil- 
lings should  be  the  stipend  for  one  day's  work  on  the  highways. 

April  13th,  1778.  "The  town  voted  that  tlio  Selectmen  pro- 
vido  tho  stockings,  shoes  and  shirts,  for  the  soldiers  as  soon  as 
possible." 

June  22d,  1778.  "Tho  town  took  into  consideration  the  case 
of  those  persons  who  were  from  this  town  in  the  Continental 
service,  in  the  year  1777,  who  marched  out  of  the  State,  and 
that  thero  be  a  committee  chosen  to  take  the  matter  into  consid- 
eration, and  report  to  the  town  at  their  next  annual  meeting,  of 
what  sum  those  persons  arc  worthy  of  for  their  sufferings.  Then 
Col.  Thayer,  Major  Pcnniman,  Captain  French,  Captain  Arnold 
and  Captain  Sawen  were  chosen." 

A  true  return  of  a  company  of  militia  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  Eliphalet  Sawen,  in  Col.  William  Mcintosh's  Reg- 
iment, for  guard  in  Massachusetts  Hay,  in  the  service  of  tho 
United  States,  Aug.  24th,  1778.  Time  of  service,  thirteen  days. 

"Eliphalet  Sawen,  Captain  ;  Nathaniel  French,  1st  Lieuten- 
ant; Ephraim  Thayer,  2d  Lieutenant;  Enoch  Haydcn,  Jona- 
than Wales,  Zeba  Hayden,  Solomon  Thayer,  Sergeants ;  Peter 
Niles,  Nathaniel  Wales,  James  Howard,  Timothy  Thayer,  Cor- 
porals; Zena  French,  Drummor;  Elijah  Niles,  Fifer;  Joshua 
Howard,  Stephen  Pcnniman,  Jonathan  Thayer,  Moses  French, 
John  Vinton,  Seth  Baxter,  Thomas  Ilollis,  John  Hall,  Silas 
llollis,  Isaac  Thayer,  Robert  Haydcn,  John  Holbrook,  Joseph 
Braekett,  Jonathan  Fessendcn,  Gregory  Clark,  Henry  Field, 
Moses  Brackett,  William  Adams,  Ralph  Pope,  Eleazer  Taft, 
Joseph  Adams,  Samuel  Spear,  William  Field,  William  Stephens, 
Elijah  Belcher,  Job  Field,  Isaac  Horton,  Nathaniel  Holbrook, 
Jonathan  Wild,  William  Thayer,  John  Gooch,  David  Holbrook, 
Jr.,  Daniel  Wild,  Moses  Spear,  Alexander  Kingman,  Simeon 
Thayer,  William  Linlield,  Jacob  Gloyd,  Zeba  Cheesman,  Caleb 
White,  Ebenezcr  Pratt,  Samuel  Belcher, Timothy  French,  Decr- 
ing  Spear,  Samuel  Man,  Lemuel  Veasey,  Samuel  Curtis,  Abra- 
ham Thayer,  Zeba  Thayer,  Jonathan  Arnold,  Oliver  Thayer." 
—Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  XXII,  p.  200. 
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Jan.  28th,  1770.  "  The  town  choso  the  Selectmen  n  commit- 
tee to  procure  grain  for  the  town,  and  also  instructed  them  to 
purchase  one  thousand  bushels,  if  they  consider  it  will  be  for 
the  interest  of  its  inhabitants." 

March  15th,  1779.  "  Voted,  That  Dr.  Moses  Baker  be  desired 
to  leave  the  town,  also  voted,  that  the  eight  men  that  Dr.  Baker 
got  a  warrant  for,  go  immediately  and  deliver  themselves  up  to 
justice." 

"  Voted,  That  James  Pcnniman,  Esq.,  Col.  Edmund  Billings, 
Azariah  Faxon,  Capt.  John  Vinton  and  Capt.  Peter  B.  Adams, 
bo  a  committee  to  use  their  influence  with  proper  authority,  to 
suppress  any  vexatious  lawsuit,  that  may  be  brought  by  Dr. 
Baker  against  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  that  said 
committee  shall  be  allowed  for  their  time.  • 

"Messrs.  William  Pcnniman  and  Joseph  Spear  entered  their 
dissent  to  the  last  vote  as  being  illegal  and  improper,  as  there 
was  no  such  an  article  in  the  warrant,  only  on  general  terms." 

Dr.  Moses  Baker  was  then  a  practicing  physician  in  the  South 
Precinct,  now  Randolph. 

Even  in  this  war,  when  the  country  was  struggling  for  her 
national  existence  and  independence,  the  love  of  money  by  the 
citizens  of  the  town  was  paramount  to  their  ardor  for  patriot- 
ism, as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  extract  taken  from  Mrs. 
Adams'  letter  to  Mr.  John  Adams,  then  absent  as  a  member  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  on  the  spirit  of  tho  times: — "I  am 
sorry  to  see  a  spirit  so  venal  prevailing  everywhere  ;  when  our 
men  were  drawn  out  for  Canada,  a  very  large  bounty  was  given 
them,  and  now  another  call  is  made  upon  us ;  no  one  will  go 
without  a  large  bounty,  though  only  for  two  months ;  and  each 
town  seems  to  think  its  honor  engaged  in  out-bidding  the  others. 
They  draw  out  tho  persons  most  unlikely  to  go,  and  then  are 
obliged  to  hire  men.  Forty  men  arc  now  drafted  from  this 
town.  More  than  one-half  from  sixteen  to  fifty  aro  now  in  the 
service.  If  it  is  necessary  to  make  any  more  drafts  upon  us  the 
women  must  reap  the  harvests.  I  am  willing  to  do  my  part ;  I 
believe  I  could  gather  corn  and  husk  it,  but  I  should  make  a 
poor  hand  at  digging  potatoes." 

1779.    "The  town  allowed  to  each  non-commissioned  officer 
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or  private  that  marched  to  Ticonderoga,  Fort  George  and  New 
York,  seven  pounds  and  ten  shillings  for  their  services,  and  the 
commissioned  officers  who  went  to  Canada  were  paid  ten  pounds 
for  their  extraordinary  services  tins  year." 

We  find  the  names  of  the  following  Braintrec  men  in  Luko 
Howell's  company,  in  Col.  Nathan  Tyler's  Regiment,  which  did 
service  in  tho  State  of  Rhode  Island  for  the  month  of  Dccomlicr, 
1771)  :— 

"L.  Ilaydcn,  Sergeant;  Seth  Hunt,  Gideon  Hunt,  Isaac  Hunt, 
Nathaniel  Hunt,  John  Hunt,  Ebcnczer  Ilolbrook,  Gideon  Stet- 
son, Samuel  Ludden,  Abraham  French.*' — Muster  Rolls,  Vol.  II, 
p.  114. 

The  following  Braintrec  men  enlisted  in  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Bclehcr's  compaii^,  from  the  County  of  Suffolk,  raised  by  an 
order  of  tho  Honorable  Council,  dated  August  0th,  1770.  Did 
duty  on  the  Castle,  under  the  command  of  Maj.-Gen.  Hancock. 
Time  of  service,  three  months,  six  days. 

"  Nathaniel  Belehor,  Captain ;  Richard  Belcher,  Isaac  Smith, 
Joueph  Mann,  Samuel  Porter,  one  name  illegible." — Muster 
Rolls,  Vol.  XXV,  p.  21. 

A  true  return  of  the  timo  and  service  of  Capt.  Joseph  Bax- 
ter's company,  of  Braintrec,  in  General  Lovell's  Brigade,  who 
marched  on  an  expedition  to  Rhode  Island,  in  August,  1770,  and 
in  September,  said  company  was  discharged,  sixty-nine  miles 
from  home.    Served  from  Aug.  5th  to  Sopt.  14th,  1770. 

"Joseph  Baxter,  Captain ;  Abiah  Whitcoinb,  1st  Lieutenant; 
Zachariah  Whiton,  2d  Lieutenant;  Nchemiah  Whitcman,  Ephra- 
im  Thayer,  Robert  Gardiner,  Ambrose  Bates,  Sergeants ;  Samuel 
Lovell,  Daniel  Ilayward,  Laban  Hunt,  Aaron  Pratt,  Corporals ; 
Joseph  Adams,  Thomas  Belcher,  Asa  Coplin,  Sampson  Dunbar, 
Job  Field,  Elijah  French,  Abraham  French,  James  Ilayward, 
Enoch  Ilaydcn,  Nathaniel  Haydcn,  Nathaniel  Hayden,  Jr.,  Ed- 
ward Savil,  Jacob  Spear,  Caleb  French,  Zachariah  Thayer,  Silas 
Holbrook,  Jonathan  Oliver,  Laban  Pratt,  Joshua  Pratt,  Ariah 
Pratt,  Solomon  IVatt,  Luther  White,  John  White,  David  Whit- 
man, Samuel  Hunt,  Jacob  Joy,  Thomas  Gools,  Abel  Whiter, 
Thomas  Rubbuck,  Jonathan  Farrar,  (illegible)  Lane,  Levi  T*anc, 
Thomas  Wilder,  Robert  Wilder,  Daniel  Wilder,  (illegible)  I  tor- 
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eey,  Cudiing  Burr,  Reuben  Hearsey,  Canterbury  Bains,  Stephen 
Stoddard,  Thomas  Stoddard,  Theodore  French,  Daniel  Wilder, 
Timothy  Thayer,  David  Gardiner,  George  Whiten,  Elisha 
Whiten,  Cornelius  Bates,  John  Hunt,  Eli  Lane,  Malach  Tower, 
James  Stoddcr,  Zebulon  Willicut,  Jacob  Lincoln,  Charles  Burr." 
—Muster  Roll,  Vol.  XVII,  p.  193. 

A  pay  roll  for  the  men  that  were  detached  from  the  town  of 
Braintree  as  a  reinforcement  to  the  Continental  Army,  in  tho 
year  1780,  in  compliance  with  the  resolves  of  the  General  Court. 
Time  of  service,  six  months,  two  days.  Discharged  240  miles 
from  home. 

"Charles  Ncwcomb,  Sergeant;  Benjamin  Pain  (matross),1 
John  Lovell,  Isaac  Hollis,  Stephen  Pratt,  Enoch  Haydcn,  Nath. 
Ilayden,  Amos  Thayer,  Samuel  Trask,  Jr.,  William  Ilaydon,  2d, 
John  Savil,  Amminidab  Ilayden,  Jos.  Arnold,  Nath.  Belcher, 
Jr.,  Stephen  Chcesman,  Samuel  Hobart,  Abraham  Tower,  Job 
Field,  Joshua  French,  Jr.,  Elijah  Belcher,  Jr.,  Jothara  French, 
James  Holland,  Robert  Milton,  Samuel  Spoar,  Daniel  Ilayden, 
Isaac  Lufkin,  Silas  Lovell,  Colly  Wallis,  John  Knceland  (ma- 
tross), Peter  Blackmail,  Bryant  Ncwcomb,  Lowis  Glover,  Greg- 
ory Clark,  Nathaniel  French,  John  Williams  (matross),  Thos. 
I  lay  ward,  William  Haydcn." 

Six  months'  men  raised  to  reinforce  the  Continental  Army, 
agrecablo  to  two  resolves  of  the  General  Court,  in  Jan.,  1780. 

"Gregory  Clark,  Bryant  Ncwcomb,  Lewis  Glover,  Samuel 
Ilobard,  Samuel  Spear,  John  Williams,  Job  Field,  Elijah  Bel- 
cher, Nathaniel  Belcher,  John  Savil,  Stephen  Checsmen,  Abra- 
ham Tower,  Isaac  Hollis,  Peter  Blackmail,  John  Knceland, 
Robert  Milton,  Benjamin  Pain,  Joshua  French,  Isaac  Luskins, 
Amminidab  Ilayden,  Silas  Lovell,  Jotham  French,  Stephen 
Pratt,  Joseph  Arnold,  Enoch  Haydcn,  Amos  Thayer,  Nathaniel 
Ilayden,  William  Haydcn,  John  Savil,  Nathaniel  French,  Daniel 
Haydcn,  Samuel  Trask,  Cornelius  (negro),  James  Holland, 
Thomas  Haywood,  Charles  Ncwcomb,  William  Ilayden." — Mus- 
ter Rolls,  Vol.  XXVII,  p.  3. 

1.  The  term  "  matrons "  attached  to  a  person's  nnmo  <lonoto>i  that  tho  indi- 
vidual wan  designated  to  mount  tho  fort*  or  fortifications  on  tho  coast  shores,  or 
what  would  now  bo  called  lioavy  artillery. 
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A  pay  roll  of  Capt.  Thomas  Ncwcomb's  company,  in  Col. 
Ebenczer  Thayer's  Regiment  of  new  levies  from  the  County  of 
Suffolk,  raised  for  three  months,  to  reinforce  the  Continental 
Army,  1780.  A  pnrt  of  this  company  was  stationed  at  West 
Point  and  part  at  Rhode  Island. 

"Thomas  Newcomb,  Captain  ;  Edmund  Sopcr,  1st  Lieuten- 
ant ;  Samuel  Horton,  2d  Lieutenant ;  Jonathan  Arnold,  William 
Norton,  Anthony  Hunt,  Barnabas  Thayer,  Samuel  Babeock, 
Sergeants;  David  Hersey,  Drum  Major;  Obadiah  Hayward, 
Fifer ;  William  Thayer,  Nathaniel  Vose,  Ebenezcr  ITunt,  Henry 
Field,  Ralph  Crane,  Corporals ;  Jonathan  Cleverly,  Gideon  Her- 
rick,  Matthew  Pratt,  Francis  Newcomb,  Zebali  Thayer,  Peter 
Pratt,  Eliphay  Thayer,  Amasa  Penniman,  Amasa  Thayer,  Jacob 
Denton,  Seth  Hunt,  Paul  Wild,  Luther  Thayer,  Nathaniel 
Arnold,  Ebenczer  French,  Abncr  Thayer,  Enoch  Nilcs,  Joseph 
Crane,  Isaac  Horton,  Charles  Whitmarsh,  William  Pierce,  Rob- 
ert Vose,  Joseph  Tower,  Samuel  Hunt,  Lemuel  Hunt,  Rufus 
Gulliver,  John  Burrage,  Thomas  Vinton,  Gideon  French,  Caleb 
French,  Zeany  French,  James  Penniman,  James  Reed,  William 
llenshaw,  Lemuel  Horton,  Henry  Crane,  Samuel  Fcnno,  Nathan- 
iel Luddon,  Jacob  Hayden,  Timothy  Thayer,  John  Thayer, 
Zebali  Thayer,  John  Loo,  Ebenczer  Pcnnimau." — Muster  Rolls, 
Vol.  XXI,  p.  65. 

Names  of  Braintree  men  raised  for  three  years,  or  during  tho 
war,  in  1780. 

"John  Burridgc,  John  Lee,  Henry  Field,  Win.  Gooch,  Isaac 
Thayer,  Jr.,  Matthew  Pratt,  Jacob  Jones,  Ziba  Hayden,  Samuel 
Hunt,  Rufus  Stetson,  Amminidab  Hayden,  Thomas  Brackett, 
Lewis  Hayden,  Richard  Merrctt,  John  Tomlin,  Eben  Penniman, 
Jr.,  Jacob  Copeland,  Nathaniel  French,  Nath.  Hubbard,  John 
Niles,  Cornwallis  Freeman,  Samuel  Belcher,  Enoch  Niles,  Gideon 
Herrick,  Samuel  Trask,  Jr.,  Samuel  Hubbard,  William  Hayden, 
Josiah  Faxon,  David  Arnold,  Thomas  Hayward,  John  Williams, 
Gulliver  Cato,  Rawson  Cato,  Samuel  Jones,  Elisha  Niles, 
Jopanuschard  Shallpassc." 

It  will  bo  seen  that  there  were  several  negro  servants  enlisted 
in  this  company,  as  it  was  the  custom  for  principals  to  enlist 
their  servants,  to  get  their  wages  and  bounty. 
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Mrs.  Adams  relates  in  her  letters  that  "  The  Continental  Cur- 
rency had  depreciated  to  so  great  an  extent,  that  all  the  necessa- 
ries of  life  were  advanced  nearly  to  starvation  prices.  Writing 
paper,  ten  dollars  per  quire.  Linens,  twenty  dollars  per  yard. 
Calicoes,  thirty  and  forty  dollars  per  yard.  Broadcloths,  forty 
pounds  per  yard.  Potatoes,  ten  dollars  per  bushel.  Corn,  thirty 
pounds  per  bushel.  Bye,  twenty-seven  dollars  per  bushel. 
Flour,  from  a  hundred  and  thirty  to  a  hundred  and  forty  pounds 
per  hundred.  Beef,  eight  dollars  per  pound.  Mutton,  nine. 
Lamb,  nix,  seven  and  eight.  Butter,  twelve  dollars  per  pound. 
Cheese,  ten  dollars  per  pound.  Sheep's  wool,  thirty  dollars  per 
pound,  flax  twenty.  Sugar,  from  a  hundred  and  seventy  to  two 
hundred  pounds  per  hundred.  Molasses,  forty-eight  dollars  per 
gallon.  Tea,  ninety.  Coffee,  twelve.  Cotton  wool,  thirty  dol- 
lars per  pound.  Exchange  from  seventy  to  seventy-five,  for 
hard  money.  Labor,  eight  dollars  per  day.  Board  at  fifty  and 
sixty  dollars  per  week." 

1780.  At  this  time  there  was  a  great  scarcity  of  men  to  go 
into  the  army,  owing  to  the  constant  drain  made  upon  the  town 
to  supply  the  requisition  of  the  Continental  Congress  the  years 
previous.  To  meet  the  present  call  of  the  government  for  more 
fighting  material,  the  town  assembled  in  a  public  meeting  and 
agreed  to  pay  the  following  large  bounty  as  an  inducement  for 
men  to  fill  tho  quota  of  Braintrco.  It  was  agreed  to  give  each 
man  one  thousand  dollars  as  a  bounty,  also  half  a  bushel  of  com 
for  every  day  from  the  time  they  marched  to  the  time  they  were 
discharged,  or  were  obliged  to  leave  the  army,  and  half  a  bushel 
of  corn  for  every  twenty  miles  they  shall  be  from  homo  whou 
they  were  discharged,  and  the  town  will  pay  them  forty  shil- 
lings per  month,  promised  by  tho  State  in  hard  mouey,  if  the 
soldiers  enable  the  town  to  receive  the  forty  shillings  from  the 
State,  unless  it  will  be  a  greater  accommodation  to  the  soldiers 
to  receive  it  from  the  Commonwealth  themselves.  The  patriot- 
ic General  Palmer  made  the  generous  gift  of  one  thousand  and 
eighty  dollars,  to  be  equally  divided  among  thirty-six  men  who 
would  first  engage  in  the  six  months'  service  as  a  reinforcement 
to  the  Continental  Army.  Kor  this  munificent  gift  General 
Palmer  justly  received  the  thanks  of  the  town.    In  June  of  tho 
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tame  year,  General  Palmer  made  the  same  liberal  offer  lo  nine 
men  to  fill  the  quota  of  the  town,  aa  he  did  for  thirty-six  men, 
which  was  thirty  dollars  each. 

June  5th,  the  Hon.  Joseph  Palmer  was  chosen  a  delegate 
from  Braintree,  by  a  written  ballot,  to  attend  the  convention  for 
completing  the  constitution  for  tho  formation  of  a  Stato  (Jovcni- 
ment. 

July  17th,  1780,  the  town  made  the  following  agreement  with 
the  three  months'  men  : — "  We  whose  names  are  hereunto  sub- 
scribed, agree  to  go  into  the  public  service  for  three  months, 
upon  the  following  conditions  : — Provided,  the  town  agree 
thereto,  we  to  receive  five  hundred  dollars  currency  in  hand,  half 
a  bushel  of  corn  per  day  or  the  value  thereof  in  current  money, 
at  six  months  from  the  date  hereof,  also  five  hundred  dollars 
more  on  our  return,  Provided  we  serve  the  three  months,  or  in 
proportion  to  the  time  of  service ;  the  said  last  five  hundred 
dollars  to  bo  increased  or  diminished  according  as  depreciation 
or  appreciation  shall  take  place,  and  to  rcccivo  tho  Stato  pay  and 
mileage  as  usual  for  traveling  homo.  And  the  town  to  supply 
tho  families  of  such  soldiors  who  are  now  gone, or  arc  going  into 
tho  army,  with  money  as  they  may  want  for  the  support  of  their 
families." 

First  vote  of  the  town  for  State  officers  was  Sept.  4th,  1780, 
when  John  Hancock  received  95  votes  for  Governor,  and  James 
IJowdoin,  Esq.,  11  for  the  same  office. 

1780.  In  October  of  this  year  the  town  agreed  to  raise  tho 
sum  of  sixty  thousand  pounds  to  pay  for  beef  for  tho  army  and 
other  town  charges. 

Jan.  11th,  1781.  "Tho  town  assessed  upon  tho  polls  and 
estates,  seventy  thousand  pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
beef  and  other  charges.  After  further  consideration,  an  addi- 
tional amount  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  was  decided 
upon,  to  be  assessed  on  the  polls  and  estates,  making  in  tho 
whole,  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  the  purpose  of  engag- 
ing men  for  tho  Continental  Army,  and  for  purchasing  beef, 
and  that  the  Assessors  are  instructed  to  use  their  discretion  in 
assessing  the  above  sum  between  landlord  and  tenant." 

"All  money  lent  to  tho  town  for  tho  purpose  of  engaging  men 
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for  the  Continental  Army,  6liall  be  exempted  from  a  town  tax. 
The  Selectmen  and  Treasurer  are  requested  to  call  on  Colonel 
Quincy  and  ascertain  of  him  whether  he  will  lend  the  town  a 
sum  of  hard  money,  and  on  what  terms. 

"Capt.  John  Hall  was  allowed  eighteen  pounds  for  a  bill  he 
received  for  taxes,  it  having  proved  counterfeit,  as  he  had  said. 
Thirty-six  pounds  was  allowed  Zcbah  Hayden  for  two  counter- 
feit sixty  dollar  bills  he  received  in  payment  for  taxes." 

April  2d,  1781.  Capt.  Joseph  Baxter,  one  of  the  town's  com- 
mittee, or  recruiting  agent  to  engage  soldiers  for  the  Continen- 
tal Army,  stated  that  John  Williams,  the  bounty-jumper,  had 
agreed  to  serve  as  a  soldier  in  the  army  for  three  years  or  during 
the  war,  and  that  he  had  also  agreed  to  serve  for  the  town  of 
Boston,  and  is  recorded  one  of  their  quota  of  men  for  the  army, 
and  that  John  Williams  did  by  law  belong  to  the  town  of  Brain- 
tree,  and  that  Joseph  Baxter  in  the  behalf  of  the  town  of  Brain- 
tree,  put  in  his  claim  for  the  privilege  of  securing  Williams  as 
a  soldier  for  the  town  of  Braintree,  but  was  opposed  by  the  com- 
mittee of  Boston,  and  by  them  was  driven  to  every  extremity  to 
have  justice  done  him  in  obtaining  Williams  for  the  town, 
which  he  finally  accomplished.  The  Boston  committee  then  re- 
quested Mr.  Baxter  to  return  to  them  the  fifteen  guineas  which 
they  had  paid  to  Williams  as  a  bounty.  Captain  Baxter  refused 
to  comply  with  their  demand  and  informed  tho  committco  ho 
would  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  town  of  Braintree  for  them 
to  take  such  action  as  they  might  deem  proper,  A  public  moet- 
ing  of  the  inhabitants  was  called,  and  the  question  submitted  to 
them  whether  the  Boston  committee  should  be  reimbursed  for 
the  fifteen  guineas  paid  by  Boston  to  Williams,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

In  1781,  tho  privateer  Essex,  of  twenty  guns,  was  fitted  out 
at  Salem,  in  which  tho  following  persons  from  Braintrco  en- 
listed, viz:— Job  Field,  Lemuel  Clark,  Samuel  Curtis,  Edward 
Savil,  Josiah  Bass,  Thomas  Vinton,  Jas.  Bass  (colored),  Greg- 
ory Clark,  Lewis  Glover  and  Bryant  Newcomb. 

They  sailed  for  tho  coast  of  England  and  Ireland,  in  hopes  of 
securing  or  capturing  rich  prizes.  After  having  been  fortunate 
in  taking  one  valuable  prize,  they  soon  wcro  unfortunate  enough 
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in  having  their  high  hopes  blasted  by  being  taken  by  tho  Brithm 
ship,  Queen  Charlotte,  of  thirty  guns,  on  tho  east  coast  of  Ire- 
land, Juno  4th.  They  were  put  in  irons  and  transported  to 
Portsmouth,  England,  where  they  went  through  the  hardships 
of  prison  life  until  their  release,  in  1782. 

Another  illustration  of  the  depreciation  of  the  currency  will 
be  seen  by  the  instructions  given  by  the  town  to  the  Collector 
of  Taxes,  in  1782,  as  to  the  basis  on  which  he  was  to  receive  the 
Continental  money  for  hard  money,  which  was  as  follows: — 
"  One  dollar  of  the  new  emission  for  forty  dollars  of  the  old,  or 
one  dollar  in  silver  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  paper." 

Tho  following  arc  some  of  the  receipts  for  bounty  paid  for  ser- 
vice in  tho  Continental  Army : — 

"  Boston,  April  1st,  1782. 

Received  of  Mr.  Joseph  Spear, 
Chairman  of  Class  No.  11,  for  the  town  of  Braintree,  the  sum 
of  sixty  pounds,  lawful  money,  as  a  bounty  to  serve  in  tho  Con- 
tinental Army  for  the  tcnn  of  three  yean. 

Witness  my  hand,  Jam  i  Howard. 

"Boston,  April  12th,  1782. 

Received  of  Capt.  Joseph  Baxter, 
Chairman  of  Class  No.  5,  for  tho  town  of  Braintree,  the  sum  of 
fifty-seven  pounds,  lawful  money,  for  tho  term  of  three  years 
service  ill  the  Continental  Army. 

John  Davis. 

"Boston,  April  2d,  1782. 

Received  of  Matiiias  Cuasman, 
Chairman  of  Class  No. — ,  for  tho  town  of  Braintroe,  tho  sum  of 
sixty-nino  pounds,  lawful  money,  as  a  bounty  to  serve  in  tho 
Continental  Army  for  the  term  of  three  years. 

Atest:  Gardiner  Gould,  Gkorgk  West. 

Nathan  Smith." — Mass.  Arch. 

We  have  given  the  names  of  all  the  individuals  of  Braintree 
that  we  have  been  able  to  find  who  served  in  the  land  forces  of 
the  Revolutionary  War.  Still  we  do  not  claim  that  we  have 
given  all  of  them,  as  many  of  the  muster  rolls  have  boon  lost ; 
especially  was  this  tho  case  in  tho  last  part  of  tho  war.  Neither 
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have  we  given  any  of  those  who  served  in  the  Navy,  such  as  it 
was,  which  consisted  principally  of  cruisers  or  privateers ;  as  on 
the  rolls  of  enlistments  for  this  service  the  place  of  residence 
is  not  given.  We  find  many  Braintrcc  names  on  the  list,  such 
as  Abel  Ilaydcn,  Joseph  Bass,  Clcverlys,  Sanders,  Thaycrs,  <fcc, 
but  we  should  have  to  conjecture  where  they  were  from ;  and 
this  we  do  not  desire  to  do. 

The  citizens  of  Braintrce  had  just  as  much  reason  to  rebel  as 
the  other  towns  that  went  into  Shay's  Rebellion  ;  the  poverty  of 
the  times  bore  as  heavily  upon  her  inhabitants  as  it  did  upon 
other  portions  of  the  State.  To  relieve  her  grievances,  she  took 
the  wiser  course  in  adopting  peaceable  means,  instead  of  the 
sterner  method  of  resorting  to  open  warfare,  as  will  bo  seen 
was  unsuccessfully  done  in  many  parts  of  the  Commonwealth. 
To  accomplish  an  amicable  solution  of  her  troubles,  she  called 
a  town  meeting,  and  there  drew  np  and  passed  a  code  of  reform- 
atory instructions  for  her  Representative  to  the  General  Court 
to  be  governed  by.1 

L    "To  Col.  Ebcnczcr  Thayer,  Sept.  25th,  178T». 

Bin,— This  town  having  rnatlo  choice  of  yon  to  represent  them  in  the  Great 
and  General  Court  this  present  jear,  apprehend  it  their  indispensable  duty  as 
well  as  undoubted  right  to  instruct  you  relative  to  some  very  important  matters 
which  ought  to  be  so  far  a  rule  of  your  political  conduct,  as  we  liave  but  just 
immorged  from  llin  horrors  of  a  moat  tedious  and  unnatural  war,  nnd  taken 
rank  among  tho  1  loyal  Powers  of  the  World,  or  over  hail  entered  llio  possession 
of  that  darling  freedom  which  cost  us  almost  everything  that  was  dear.  Tho 
clouds  are  gathering  over  onr  heads,  pregnant  with  tho  most  gloomy  aspect. 
We  abhor  and  detest  violent  measures.  To  fly  to  clubs  or  arms  to  divert  the 
impending  ruin,  tho  consequences  of  which  would  render  us  easy  victims  to 
foreign  and  inveterate  foes.  No,  as  Loyal  subjects  and  citizens,  inflamed  with 
true  patriotism  wo  feel  oursolves  cheerfully  willing  to  lend  onr  aid  at  all  times 
In  supporting  tlte  dignity  of  Government,  but  inasmuch  as  there  are  numerous 
grievances  or  intolernldo  hurthnus  by  some  moans  or  other  lying  on  tlio  good 
subjects  of  this  republic,  our  eyes  under  heaven  are  upon  tho  Ijegislaturo  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  their  names  will  shiuo  brighter  iti  tlto  Amorican 
annals  by  preserving  the  invaluable  libortioa  of  thoir  own  people,  than  if  Uioy 
were  to  carry  tho  terror  of  tbeir  arms  as  far  as  Gibraltar.  We  therefore,  uuder 
these  considerations,  do  instruct  yon  that  in  tho  next  session  yon  givo  your 
close  atteution  aud  nsc  your  utmost  efforts  that  tlio  following  grievances  and 
unnecessary  burthens  be  redressed,  vir..— 

"  lst,-Tlu\t  tho  public  salarys  of  this  Commonwealth,  bo  reduced  in  an 
equitable  manner.    We  feel  ourselves  willing  that  every  publio  officer  should 
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The  roll  of  Capt.  Elislia  Wales'  company  of  militia,  in  Col. 
Ezra  Badlam's  Regiment.  This  company  was  organized  in  a 
few  hours,  at  Bracken's  Corner,  to  assist  in  putting  down  Shay's 
Rebellion,1  and  marched  from  Braintree,  Jan.  19th,  1787,  and  was 
discharged  at  Northampton,  Feb.  22d,  of  the  same  year. 

"Elisha  Wales,  Captain  ;  Wm.  Allen,  1st  Lieutenant;  Daniel 
Baxter,  2d  Lieutenant;  Benjamin  Ilaydcn,  Clerk  ;  Jos.  Crane, 
Samuel  Allen,  Daniel  French,  Sergeants ;  Nathan  Tirrell,  James 
Penniman,  Jonathan  French,  Abraham  Newcomb,  Corporals; 
Moses  French,  Drummer ;  Thomas  French,  Samuel  V.  Turner, 
Jacob  Clark,  Silas  Pain,  Samuel  Jones,  Dennis  Ryan,  John  Clark, 
Jonathan  French,  Isaac  Hollis,  Jos.  Kingman,  Scba  Pain,  John 

receive  a  Quantum  Sferttit,  but  not  an  extravagant  salary,  and  also  that  tlio 
number  of  salary  men  be  reduced. 

"2d,— That  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  aud  the  General  Sessions  of  tho 
Peace  be  removed  in  perpetuam  rei  memoriam. 

"  3d,— That  the  money  raised  by  import  and  excise  be  appropriated  to  pay 
our  foreign  debt. 

"  4th, — We  are  of  opinion  that  there  are  unreasonable  grants  made  to  some  of 
the  oHlcers  of  Government 

"6th,— Wo  object  against  the  modo  adopted  for  collecting  and  paying  the 
last  tax. 

"Gtb, — We  humbly  ask  that  there  may  be  such  laws  compiled  as  may  crush 
or  at  least  put  proper  check  or  restraint  on  that  order  of  geutlemeu  denominated 
lawyers,  the  constitution  of  whoao  modem  conduct  appears  to  us  to  tend  rather 
to  tbe  destruction  than  the  preservation  of  this  Commonwealth. 

"7th,— That  the  Geuoral  Court  be  removed  from  Huston. 

"8th,— That  I  teal  aud  Personal  Estate  bo  a  tender  for  all  debts  wheu  called 
for,  provided  tho  i  utcro.it  bo  punctually  paid. 

"  Oth,— That  certain  premiums  bo  granted  to  oncourago  our  own  manufactures. 

"  10th,— That  if  tbe  above  grievances  cannot  be  redressed  without  a  revision 
of  the  Constitution,  in  tint  caso  for  that  to  take  place. 

"11th,— It  is  our  earnest  request  that  ovory  Towu  Clerk  be  a  Rogistor  of 
Deeds  for  tho  samo  town. 

"The  foregoing  instructions  wore  road  this  day  in  Town  Mooting, and  tho 
town  thon  voted  that  their  Clerk  should  servo  their  Representative  with  a  copy 
of  the  samo,  and  tiiat  bo  record  them  in  the  Town  Hook,  and  that  tboy  be  pub- 
lished in  the  publick  print" 

1.  Shay's  Rebellion,  so  called,  was  a  sort  of  a  communistic  movement,  which 
began  in  1781,  and  broke  out  into  active  aggressiou  in  1786-7.  The  familiar  cry 
was  raised  that  the  rich  were  increasing  their  wealth  at  the  expense  of  tho  poor. 
The  predisposing  cause  of  this  outbreak  was  largely  owing  to  the  baukrupt 
state  of  tho  community  at  tho  close  of  tho  Revolutionary  war.  Depreciated 
Continental  currency,  excessive  taxation,  the  great  private  and  public  debt*, 
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Bent,  Samuel  Ripley,  Ncdy  Curtis,  Scth  Bass,  Samuel  Savil, 
Abel  Haydcn,  Eliphalet  Chandler,  Micah  Adams,  Jonathan  Mil- 
ler (who  had  served  in  Burgoyne's  army),  Peter  Burrcll,  Caleb 
Ilaydcn,  John  Spear,  Elisha  llayden,  Joseph  Curtis,  Nathaniel 
Hayden,  Abraham  Thayer,  Benjamin  Thayer,  Bethner  Penni- 
man,  John  White,  James  Thayer.  The  whole  amount  of  tho 
company's  expenso  on  this  expedition  was  £155  9s.  4d." — Mass. 
Arch.,  Vol.  CXCII,  p.  189. 


QUINCY  LIGHT  INFANTRY. 


This  old  and  venerated  company  Was  incorporated  in  1790,1 
and  was  celebrated  for  its  high  military  character.  During  its 
existence  it  was  called  upon  to  perform  escort  duty  on  all  public 
occasions.  In  its  ranks,  for  over  half  a  century,  were  found 
many  of  our  most  influential  citizens.    The  company  was  first 

nnd  as  they  considered  the  unjust  method  by  which  legal  means  wero  taken  for 
tho  collection  of  claims.  This  created  a  strong  prejudice  against  the  Courts,  and 
in  some  of  tho  counties  they  were  closed  by  the  mob.  The  head  of  this  insur- 
rection was  one  Daniel  Shay,  formerly  a  captain  in  the  Revolutionary  service. 
It  however  was  of  short  duration,  as  the  military  of  tho  State,  true  to  the  honor 
of  tho  old  Commonwealth,  soon  put  it  down,  a  few  wero  killed;  a  largo  number 
taken  prisoners,  somo  of  which  were  tried  and  convicted  of  treason  ;  "six  wero 
convicted  in  Berkshire  County,  six  in  Hampshire,  one  in  Worcester,  and  sub- 
sequently one  in  Middlesex,  all  of  whom  received  the  sentence  of  death  ;  while 
a  number  of  others  convicted  of  seditious  words  and  practices,  wero  variously 
sentenced ;  one,  iu  particular,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  was 
subjected  to  tho  ignominious  punishment  of  sitting  on  the  gallows,  with  a  ropo 
about  his  nook,  and  was  finally  lot  off  by  paying  a  line  of  fifty  pounds,  and  was 
bound  to  koop  tho  peaco  for  tivo  years."  Those  desirous  of  becoming  moro 
familiar  with  this  important  transaction  can  find  an  <  ix  tended  account  of  it  iu 
Minot's  Insurrection,  and  Holland's  Western  Massachusetts. 

I,  Tho  following  is  a  petitiou  of  tho  citizens  of  Quincy,  for  an  Infantry 
company  :— 

"  Jan.  18lh,  1700.  We,  tho  subscribers,  wish  for  tho  liborty  of  forming  our- 
selves into  an  Infantry  Company,  that  when  our  numbers  amouut  to  thirty-six, 
wo  may  chooso  our  officers,  and  that  It  may  bo  augmented  to  tho  numbor  of 
forty-eight  rank  and  filo  including  Corporals,  on  condition  it  doos  not  mluce 
tho  other  company  bolow  what  tho  law  requires.  Wo  agree  that  when  said 
company  is  incorporated,  wo  will  readily  oboy  tho  conunaud  of  our  own  officers 
from  time  to  time,  and  will  be  obedient  to  such  other  officers  as  have  lawful 
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organized  by  making  choice  of  Mr.  Daniel  Baxter  as  Captain; 
Peter  Brackott,  Lieutenant;  John  Nowcomb,  Ensign;  Eliphalet 
Chandler,  Drummer;  Benjamin  Cleverly,  Fifer,  who  agreed  to 
fife  for  the  company  when  on  regular  duty  for  three  shillings 
per  day — all  other  times,  gratis.  The  captain  agreed  to  furnish 
him  with  a  uniform  coat,  the  cloth  to  cost  twelve  shillings  per 
yard,  with  the  understanding  that  Mr.  Cleverly  was  to  return 
the  uniform  when  he  resigned  his  position. 

At  their  first  meeting  they  decided,  by  a  vote  of  the  company, 
that  no  spirituous  liquors  should  be  brought  to  the  place  of  mil- 
itary exercises,  and  agreed  to  celebrate  "  Independence  Day"  in 
the  following  complete  uniform  : — "  Blue  coats,  buff  waistcoats 
and  breeches,  guns  all  alike,  white  stockings,  half  gaiters  and 
powdered  hair." 

The  first  time  they  were  called  into  service  was  in  1814,1  Sun- 


command  over  us.  That  we  will  equip  ourselves  suitably  for  such  a  company. 
That  wo  will  do  all  In  our  power  to  promote  good  order  and  discipline,  and  no 
minor  bo  admitted,  without  liberty  ilrat  obtained  of  thoso  who  have  tho  immedi- 
ate care  of  them." 

Names  on  tho  roll  at  tho  organisation  of  the  company  :— 

"  Daniel  Baxter,  Peter  Brackett,  John  Newcoinb,  John  Pray,  Ehenexcr 
Adams,  Jr.,  Joseph  Arnold,  Josiah  Adams,  William  Baxter,  Joseph  Baxter, 
Joseph  Cleverly,  Jr.,  Josiah  Bass,  Seth  Burrell,  Edward  Curtis,  Ebenezer 
Crane,  Eliphalet  Chandler,  Benjamin  Cleverly,  Daniel  Arnold,  Thomas 
Adams,  Micajah  Adams,  Anthony  Baxter,  Elijah  Belcher,  Jr.,  Nathaniel 
Blanchard,  Sotlt  Bass,  Jonathan  Bass,  John  Cleverly,  Lemuel  Dwolly,  Jamos 
Field,  Henry  F.  Gay,  John  Glover,  Henry  Hardwick,  Frederick  Hardwick, 
Nathan  Hunt,  Adam  Ilardwick,  Charles  Hani  wick,  Jamos  Hall,  Abel  Haydou, 
John  Newcoinb,  Ebouezer  Nowcomb,  Stephen  Uuudall,  J/oring  White,  Johu 
Spear,  Heeckiah  Bass,  Nathaniel  Glover,  Thomas  Crane,  Joseph  us  Curtis, 
Johu  Belcher."— Braintree,  Feb.  11th,  1700,  Company  Records. 

1.  Juno  11th,  1814.  "ThisSnnday  afternoon,  at  5  o'clock,  the  bolls  rang  an 
alarm.  The  Quinoy  Light  Infantry  Company  immediately  assembled  under 
the  command  of  Llout  Elisha  Thayer,  for  tho  purpose  of  marching  to  Scituato, 
where  two  tenders  manned  with  marines,  had  como  iuto  tho  harbor  and  set  lira 
to  tho  shipping,  and  returned  without  further  violence  This  act  of  tho  English 
can  hardly  bo  called  honorablo  warfare;  ten  vossols,  fishing  aud  coasting  crafts, 
were  lost.  On  arriving  at  Hingham,  it  was  found  that  tho  enemy  had  returned 
to  their  seventy-four  gun  ship,  and  they  were  ordered  not  to  proceed  further. 
These  bloodless  heroes  formed  a  hollow  square  around  a  barrel  of  cider,  pre- 
sented to  them  by  the  citizens  of  Hingham,  upon  which  they  made  a  powerful 
and  horoic  assault,  and  it  was  soon  captured." 
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day  afternoon,  Juno  lltli,  when  an  alarm  was  given  by  the  ring- 
ing of  bells,  that  the  enemy  were  going  to  attack  Cohasset,  but 
instead  of  that,  they  entered  Scituate  Harbor  and  burned  sev- 
eral vessels.  In  1812,  the  town  allowed  each  man  detached 
from  the  military  companies  one  dollar  per  day  when  called 
out  to  do  duty,  in  consequence  of  such  detachment.  That 
whenever  they  shall  be  called  on  by  proper  authorities  to  inarch 
to  a  distance,  the  town  will  make  up  to  them  the  sum  of  twenty 
dollars  per  month,  including  the  pay  by  the  government,  and  to 
deduct  one  year's  interest  if  paid  within  two  months  of  date. 

Sept,  12th,  IHU.  The  company  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Tirrcll,  agreeable  to  general  orders,  marched  to  Boston 
Common,  where  they  reported  to  the  Adjutant-General,  and 
were  ordered  to  South  Boston,  and  went  into  barracks.  They 
remained  here  without  any  important  event,  until  Oct.  30th, 
1814,  when  they  broke  camp,  and  began  their  march  for  Quincy 
at  12  o'clock,  noon,  and  arrived  in  town  at  3  o'clock,  r.  m. 

Sunday  morning,  Nov.  5th,  1814,  the  company  proceeded  to 
the  First  Church  for  the  purpose  of  a  public  acknowledgment 
to  "Almighty  God  for  preserving  them  from  the  perils  of  war, 
and  permitting  them  to  return  safely  to  their  homes  and  fami- 
lies." 

July  18th,  1817.  Marched  to  Roxbury,  where  they  wore  or- 
dered to  do  guard  duty  on  the  reception  of  the  President  of  tho 
United  States. 

1819.  Escorted  the  citizens  and  Mr.  Whitney,  orator  of  the 
day,  to  the  First  Church,  after  which  they  partook  of  a  dinner 
at  the  town  house. 

July  4th,  1823.  The  company  celebrated  this  day  by  a  public 
parade,  and  marched  to  the  town  house,  whero  they  enjoyed  a 
sumptuous  dinner,  provided  for  them  by  the  much-esteemed 
school-master,  Mr.  Seaver.  On  this  occasion  tho  venerable  John 
Adams  honored  them  with  his  presence. 

July  5th,  1824.  The  company  proceeded  to  the  house  of  the 
Rev.  Peter  Whitney,  and  there  received  the  following  gentle- 
men, viz : — Messrs.  Whitney,  Cutler,  Colman,  Brooks  and  Geo. 
W.  Adams,  Ksq.  They  then  marched  to  the  meeting-house  of 
the  First  Church,  whero  an  oration  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Adams. 
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This  oration  was  published.  After  the  services  they  closed  the 
festivities  of  the  day  by  a  dinner  at  the  town  hall. 

July  4th,  1826.1  The  company  assembled  at  7  o'clock,  and 
proceeded  to  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitney,  to  receive 
their  new  and  elegant  standard,  provided  for  them  by  the  la- 
dies of  the  town  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 
After  the  remarks  of  Miss  Carolino  Whitney  on  the  reception 
of  tho  flag,  the  company  escorted  tho  clergymen  of  the  town 
and  Mr.  George  Whitney,  to  the  First  Church,  where  tho  Dcc- 

1.  "In  compliance  with  tho  roqitost  of  several  of  tho  ladies  of  thin  town,  I 
now  present  to  you  this  Military  Standard,  for  tho  uso  of  the  Qolncy  Light 
Infantry,  confiding  that  in  tho  possession  of  bo  well  discipline!  and  patriutio  u 
compauy  it  will  never  he  surrendered  to  a  foreign  enemy.  lie  pleased  to  accept 
it.  Sir.  Lot  it  be  an  incentive  to  you  to  be  always  ready  in  times  of  peace?  and 
your  rallying  point  in  tho  liuur  of  trial.  And  should  you  in  the  courso  of  provi- 
dence ho  called  to  couteud  with  au  invading  foe,  you  will  meet  the  crisis  with 
unshrinking  courage,  will  stand  by  your  country's  rights  at  all  hazards,  and 
maintain  that  Independence,  which  fifty  years  ago  this  day  was  completed,  and 
was  secured  at  the  expense  of  so  much  blood  and  treasure." 

Ensign  Gay,  on  receiving  the  standard,  made  the  following  reply  : — 
"  Miss  Whitney,— In  behalf  of  tho  Quincy  Light  Infantry  Company,  T  tender 
you,  aud  through  you  to  tho  ladies  of  Quincy,  our  warmest  acknowledgment* 
for  this  distinguished  token  of  your  confidence  and  liberality.  Bo  assured  that 
should  we  be  callod  to  unfurl  this  standard  in  defence  of  our  country,  our 
rights,  our  firesideB,  this,  and  the  recollectiou  of  its  fair  donors,  shall  rouse  us 
to  a  manful  performance  of  our  duty,  sball  till  our  hearts  with  patriotism,  and 
uerve  our  arms  for  wur." 

This  standard  was  very  appropriate  in  design  and  execution,  and  purchased 
for  ono  hundred  and  iifty  dollars,  which  amount  was  collected  by  the  ladies  of 
tho  town,  and  by  them  piesentcd  to  the  company  on  tins  occasion.  On  one 
sido  of  it  was  the  national  emblem,  on  tho  reverse  a  figure  or  Minerva,  with  Die 
bust  of  tho  venerable  ex-l'resideut  John  Adams,  aud  his  distinguished  son;  on 
the  background  an  accurate  representation  of  the  mansion  of  tho  ex-President. 
Over  these  patriotic  emblems  was  engraved  the  following  motto  : — 

"  I'altnum  qui  nientU  ftrat." 
At  tho  close  of  this  exercise  occurred  the  most  thrilling  episode  of  the  day. 
The  president  of  the  occusion  suited  that  he  held  a  toast  from  the  venerable 
John  Adams,  aud  by  ]Hsrmissioit  would  present  it  to  them.—"  Independence  For- 
ovur."  About  fifty  minute*  aftur  this  toast  was  drank  by  tho  assembly,  Mr. 
Adams  expired,  and  this  patriotic  sonliineut  may  be  considered  among  tlie  last 
of  this  venerated  patriot  and  renowned  statesmau,  to  commemorate  this  fif- 
tieth anniversary  of  his  country's  birthday.  It  must,  however,  bo  borne  in 
mind  that  this  sentiment  was  giveu  to  Mr.  John  Whitney,  president  of  the  day, 
on  tho  30th  of  June,  and  not  on  tho  1th  of  July,  as  many  have  supposed. 
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lar.ition  of  Independence  was  read  by  the  Hon.  Thomas  Green- 
leaf,  nnd  an  eloquent  oration  delivered  by  Mr.  Georgo  Whitney. 
The  celebration  of  the  day  was  closed  by  the  usual  and  custom- 
ary dinner  at  the  town  hall. 

July  4th,  1835.  This  day  was  celebrated  by  the  company  re- 
ceiving the  Washington  Guards  of  Ilingham,  at  the  Point,  nnd 
proceeding  to  tho  Stone  Church,  where  public  services  wcro 
held  ;  after  which,  they  escorted  tho  citizens  of  tho  town  to  tho 
Hancock  lot,  where  a  dinner  had  been  provided  for  them  under 
a  large  pavilion. 

March  8th,  1837.  This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  company 
voted  to  engage  throe  pieces  of  music,  other  than  tho  customary 
drum  aud  life,  at  the  coming  muster. 

1840.  This  was  a  busy  year  for  the  company,  as  public  cele- 
brations were  quite  numerous.  The  first  was  tho  celebration  of 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  organization,  which  occurred 
April  13th,  by  a  public  dinner.  Capt.  Joseph  Bass  was  chosen 
president  of  the  day,  and  Ex-Capts.  Whitney,  Brigham,  Glover, 
llardwick,  Gay  and  others,  made  speeches  and  offered  toasts, 
after  which,  tho  past  officers  mado  a  donation  of  fifteen  dollars 
in  aid  of  the  company. 

May  25th.  Tho  company  performed  escort  duty  for  tho  citi- 
zens of  Quincy,  who  this  day  celebrated  the  two  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  tho  town.  They  proceeded 
to  the  Universalist  Church,  from  whence  the  procession  took  up 
its  line  of  march  through  Kim,  Hancock,  Sea  and  Washington 
streets,  to  the  Stone  Temple,  accompanied  by  tho  Boston  Brass 
Band.  Prayer  by  Dr.  Lunt;  historical  address  by  the  Rev.  Geo. 
Whitney,  of  Uoxbury;  address  to  the  young  men  by  the  Key. 
John  Gregory  ;  poem  by  Mr.  Poarsc  Cranch.  The  Union  Sing- 
ing Society  furniHhed  thorn  with  excellent  Hinging.  At  half-past 
two,  they  re-formed,  accompanied  by  several  hundred  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  and  marched  to  the  Hancock  lot,  where,  under  a 
spacious  pavilion,  a  sumptuous  repast  had  been  prepared  by  Mr. 
Daniel  French.  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  president  of  the  day, 
presided  over  the  festivities  of  the  occasion. 

July  4th.  The  company  paraded,  litis  day,  for  escort  duty 
for  tho  Democratic  celebration  on  the  Hancock  lot,  and  wcro 
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paid  by  the  party  twenty  dollars  for  their  services.  They  assem- 
bled at  9  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and  proceeded  to  the  Unitarian  Church, 
where  the  procession  was  formed  under  the  direction  of  Col. 
Freeman  White,  as  Chief  Marshal ;  from  thence  they  marched 
over  tho  President's  hill  (now  called  GofFo  street),  accompanied 
by  the  Dorchester  Brass  Band,  to  Dr.  hunt's  house,  where  they 
received  tho  clergymen  of  the  town,  then  proceeded  to  tho 
Stone  Temple.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  read  by 
the  Rev.  John  Gregory;  oration  delivered  by  the  Hon.  Increase 
Sumner;  prayers  by  Dr.  Lunt  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cornell;  sing- 
ing of  patriotic  songs  by  the  Union  Singing  Society.  The  pro- 
cession re-formed  at  one  o'clock,  and  marched  to  the  Hancock 
lot,  where  a  pavilion  had  been  erected  for  the  occasion,  and  a 
dinner  provided  by  Daniel  French  &  Son.  About  seven  Ifun- 
dred  ladies  and  gentlemen  were  present,  and  Mr.  Bradford  L. 
Wales,  of  Randolph,  presided  at  the  tablo  in  his  usual  happy 
manner.  Party  spirit  ran  so  high  in  this  presidential  campaign 
that  it  created  a  division  in  the  infantry  company,  which  had 
never  been  known  before  to  have  occurred  in  its  ranks.  Many 
of  the  members  resigned,  and  from  this  date  the  dissolution  of 
tho  company  may  be  considered  to  havo  began,  as  it  continued 
to  dwindle  away  until  1840,  when  it  expired. 

Sept.  13th,  1845.  The  company  of  seven  members  marched 
to  Boston  Common  for  general  inspection  and  review,  viz: — 
Capt.  George  Crane,  Lieut.  Elisha  Packard,  Mr.  Pope,  D. 
Monk,  William  S.  Glover,  James  T.  Penuiman. 

Aug.  28th,  1S4G.  The  company,  with  tho  Tiger  Fngine  Com- 
pany, paraded  for  target  practice  at  the  Point  Holes  (so  culled). 
William  Barnard,  of  the  infantry,  won  the  lirat  prize  of  three 
dollars ;  Warren  Whicher,  of  the  Tiger,  won  the  second  of  two 
dollars ;  the  third  of  one  dollar  was  won  by  Mr.  John  Faxon,  of 
the  Tigers. 

Dec.  10th.  This  day  the  property  of  tho  Quincy  Light  Infan- 
try Company  was  sold  at  auction.  The  marquee,  tables,  benches, 
Indian1  and  chest,  which  had  cost  about  two  hundred  dollars, 
sold  for  fifteen.    The  bass  drum,  which  cost  two  dollars  and 

1.  This  lnilittii  was  tho  noted  target  of  the  Coiupauy,  which  had  for  years 
valiantly  withstood  Ute  attack  of  its  best  shots. 
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sixty-three  cents  to  repair,  sold  for  one  dollar  and  sixty-three 
cents.  On  the  evening  of  the  sale,  the  remaining  members  of 
the  company  met  at  the  Hancock  House  and  received  a  dividend 
of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents.  They  then,  on  tho  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale,  partook  of  a  supper.  After  relating  tho  many 
pleasant  times  they  had  enjoyed  in  the  ranks  of  the  old  com- 
pany, they  bid  it  a  long  farewell.  Thus  expired  the  Quincy 
Light  Infantry  Company,  after  having  been  connected  with  the 
Massachusetts  military  for  fifty-six  years. 


WAR  OF  1812. 


For  some  years  the  English  Government  had  been  making 
hostile  aggression  upon  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  by 
sending  ships  of  war  to  cruise  along  tho  shores  of  the  principal 
ports  of  the  United  States  for  tho  purposo  of  intercepting  Amer- 
ican merchant  vessels;  capturing  and  sending  them  as  lawful 
prizes  to  England.  Another  grievance  and  outrago  committed 
on  onr  marine  service,  was  the  impressment  of  American  sea- 
men into  tho  service  of  Great  Britain.  This  so  exasperated  tho 
United  States,  that  in  June,  1812,  the  President,  by  authority 
of  Congress,  formally  proclaimed  war  against  England  and  all 
her  dominions.  This  war  was  called  tho  War  of  1812,  or  tho 
second  war  for  independence,  for  tho  consummation  of  thoso 
principles  which  wero  supposed  to  have  been  decided  by  tho 
War  of  tho  Revolution. 

This  conflict  was  very  unpopular  in  tho  New  England  States ; 
especially  was  it  so  in  Massachusetts,  sho  standing  squarely  on 
tho  doctrine  of  State  Rights.  Governor  Strong,  then  tho  Fed- 
eral Governor  of  the  State,  refused  to  send  troops  from  tho 
Commonwealth  for  tho  protection  of  tho  United  States  from 
tho  invasions  of  a  foreign  foe,  on  tho  requisition  of  tho  Presi- 
dent for  this  purpose ;  he  believing  that  the  President  had  no 
authority  to  call  tho  State  troops  out  of  tho  Commonwealth. 
Still,  with  all  this  opposition,  many  citizens  took  an  active  and 
renowned  part  in  this  conflict,  which  was  dono  by  voluntary 
action  on  their  part. 
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This  war  officially  ended  Dec.  24th,  1814,  when  both  govern- 
ments signed  a  treaty  of  peaco  at  Ghent,  Belgium,  but  its  rati- 
fication did  not  reach  tho  United  States  in  time  to  deprive 
General  Jackson  of  his  glory  at  New  Orleans ;  which  battle  was 
fought  Jan.  8th,  1815,  some  days  after  tho  signing  of  the  treaty. 
Peace  was  not  proclaimed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  until  Feb.  18th,  1815. 

As  tho  war  progressed,  the  Federal  party  of  Now  England 
waxed  stronger  in  their  opposition  to  it,  and  in  1814,  called  that 
noted  Hartford  Convention  together,  for  the  purpose  of  seeing 
if  some  definite  action  could  not  be  devised  to  set  New  England 
off  as  an  independent  community  from  the  States ;  by  this  means 
sho  would  not  be  responsible  for  this  unjust  war,  as  she  thought. 

The  principle  having  been  established  by  the  government  of 
the  State,  that  her  military  could  not  be  called  out  of  it,  and 
only  could  be  used  for  the  protection  of  her  own  soil,  was  prob- 
ably the  reason  why  the  Light  Infantry  of  this  town  was  only 
called  into  service  twice  during  this  strife ;  once  at  South  Bos- 
ton, and  the  second  time,  on  an  alarm  that  the  British  wero 
landing  at  Cohusset  or  Scituate.  Capt.  Ralph  Arnold's  Com- 
pany, of  Braintree,  was  also  called  out  on  the  same  occasion.  A 
detachment  of  Captain  Arnold's  Company  was  ordered  to  join 
the  Randolph  Rifle  Company,  for  guard  duty,  to  protect  tho 
coast  from  any  further  invasions  of  tho  enemy. 

The  names  of  the  inhabitants  of  Quincy  that  served  in  land 
and  naval  service  of  tho  war  of  1812,  wo  arc  not  able  to  give,  as 
the  muster  rolls  arc  deposited  in  tho  United  Sl:itcs  Archives  at 
Washington.  The  special  tax  assessed  on  tho  citizens  of  Quincy, 
to  pay  tho  expenses  of  this  war,  was  more  than  nine  hundred 
dollars. 

Tho  only  vessel  belonging  in  Quincy  taken  by  privateers,  that 
we  have  any  account  of,  was  the  Enterprize.  It  is  somowhat 
singular  that  this  schooner  was  taken  by  the  people  of  their  own 
State,  and  carried  into  Marblehead  as  a  prize.1 

1.  Statement  of  Mr.  Brackett,  a  passenger  on  board  the  Enterprizo  at  tho 
time  of  her  seizure  :— 

July  Mill,  1812. 

»  Mr.  KuiaeU,— Misstatements  lmving  boon  matlo  of  an  outage  committed  ou 
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MEXICAN  WAR 


Texan,  formerly  a  part  of  Mexico,  had  by  war  achieved  her 
independence,  and  sustained  it  for  nine  years,  being  recognized 
as  such  by  several  European  nations.  Under  her  president, 
Gen.  Samuel  Houston,  she  applied,  in  April,  1844,  for  annexa- 
tion to  the  United  States.  After  considerable  debate  in  Con- 
gress, the  bill  for  admission  was  defeated.  Another  application 
was  made  the  next  year,  which  proved  successful,  and  Texas 

tlio  flouting  schooner  Enterprise  by  a  Marblehcad  privnteer,  mid  having  boon 
a  passenger  on  board  the  Enterprise,  I  am  induced  to  give  the  following  state- 
ment of  facta : — 

"  Tbo  Entorprizo,  Horsham,  muter,  Bailed  from  Penobscot  as  a  coaster,  with 
firewood  in  hold,  and  fish  and  lumber  on  deck.  On  the  fUb  of  July,  inst.,  in 
Boston  Bay,  about  two  miles  from  Half  Way  Bock,  we  fell  In  with  the  Marble- 
head  privateer  Germantown,  Hooper  in  command,  who  very  valiantly  fired  at 
and  brought  ns  to,  and  then  boarded  with  ft  prize-master  And  eight  men  armed 
with  pistols  and  cutlasses,  in  such  a  rufilan-liko  manner,  u  very  much  fright- 
ened a  lady  pasmmuflr  and  bor  child,  and  whose  foroeions  conduct  could  not  ho 
restrained  by  the  prize-muter,  who  appeared  to  bo  an  much  of  a  gentleman  u 
tbo  nature  of  his  new  profession  would  admit.  This  crew  examined  the 
schooner  half  an  hour,  and  then  ordered  us  to  bear  down  to  the  privateer,— the 
captain  of  which  came  on  board,  searched  and  examined  the  papers  and  then 
ordered  us  to  proceed.  "Wo  had  proceeded  about  a  milo  when  we  were  again 
fired  at,  and  the  same  prize-muter  and  crew  boarded  us  a  second  time,  made  a 
fton  prize  of  ns,  and  made  sail  for  Marblchead.  A  proposition  wu  then  made 
to  them  to  conduct  us  to  Quincy,  and  there  to  inspect  tbo  unloading  of  tbo 
schooner,  which  would  save  them  expense,  which  they  refused,  but  carried  us 
into  Marblebcad,  where  tho  vessel  wu  again  examined,  the  deck  load  taken  ofT, 
and  wo  delayed  nearly  two  days.  They  then  began  to  talk  of  compromise  ; 
when,  being  only  a  freighter,  and  being  anxious  for  the  release  of  tho  lady 
under  my  care  from  her  fears,  I  stipulated  that  they  should  land  the  lady  and 
child,  and  my  freight  in  Quincy,  free  of  all  exponso,  and  pay  mo  forty  dollars 
for  tbo  forty  hours  dotention,  which  they  agreed  to,  fulfilled,  and  gave  me 
what  they  called  an  honorablo  discbargo.  As  the  publio  may  wish  to  know 
who  tho  owners  of  this  privnteer  is,  which  is  aiding  tbo  onomy  in  making  war 
on  American  property,  I  givo  their  names,  to  wit :— Thomas  Apploton,  Win. 
Boar,  J.  H.  Gregory,  John  L.  Harris,  J.  G.  Hooper,  8.  W.  Phillips,  John 
Humpheys,  8.  Turner,  Edward  Barry,  William  Elliott,  Bichard  Brewer,  B. 
Bobinson,  James  Topsbam,  Jr.,  Ambrose  Martin,  Lot  Martin,  David  Kings- 
bury, (tho  lut  two  conducted  themselves  towards  ns  like  gentlemen.)  J.  C. 
Blackler,  T.  B.  Brown,  Bonjamin  Stevens,  Pan.  Wcid  and  John  Johnson. 
With  cstoom  and  regard,  your  humblo  servant, 

.Tames  Brackbtt,  Jr." 
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was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  Dec.  29th,  1845.  Out 
of  this  grew  the  Mexican  War,  which  was  declared  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  May  11th,  1846.  This  war  was  very 
unpopular  in  the  New  England  States.  Notwithstanding  the 
war  was  so  obnoxious  to  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Massachu- 
setts, a  volunteer  regiment  was  organized  under  the  command 
of  Caleb  dishing.  In  this  regiment  five  persons  enlisted  from 
this  town,  viz : — Capt.  George  Crane,1  Timothy  Wiggin,  Charles 
Andrews,  William  Wood  and  Erastus  Prior ;  all  of  whom  re- 
turned  with  the  regiment  after  the  close  of  the  war,  but  in  poor 
health.  In  all  the  wars,  from  the  Indian,  French  and  the  Revo- 
lution in  Colonial  times,  down  to  the  civil  conflict  between  the 
Northern  and  Southern  States,  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
part  of  Old  Brain  tree  called  Quincy,  have  taken  an  active  part. 

At  the  time  Quincy  became  an  independent  municipality  thcro 
were  but  two  military  organizations — the  Quincy  Light  Infantry 
and  the  militia  company.  Early  in  the  present  century,  a  cav- 
alry company  was  organized  from  her  citizens  and  the  ncighl>or- 
ing  towns.  This  fine  independent  company  was  for  years  the 
prido  of  the  village ;  but  a  short  timo  after  the  close  of  tho  War 
of  1812,  the  people  having  had  enough  of  military,  lost  their 
interest  in  it,  and  tho  horse  company  was  disbanded.  The  stat- 
ute requiring  all  persons  between  certain  ages  to  be  enrolled  for 
service,  together  with  the  rapidly-increasing  population  of  tho 
town,  obliged  them  to  form  another  company.  To  prevent  all 
confusion  and  trouble  between  them  and  tho  other  existing  or- 
ganizations, tho  town  established  Hancock  street  as  the  Ikhiii- 
dary  line  between  them.  All  west  of  it  was  to  be  called  the 
west  and  all  east  of  it  was  to  be  known  as  the  east  company. 
Tho  west  was  the  new  company  to  be  organized.  This  duty 
being  obligatory  upon  them,  made  tho  service  very  obnoxious, 
and  was  the  cause  of  its  formation  being  delayed  for  some  time, 
by  making  choice  of  officers  that  they  know  would  not  servo ; 
thinking  by  this  means  to  evado  tho  statuto  and  prevent  its  per- 
manent organization.  As  an  illustration  of  this  point,  they 
chose  for  captain,  Rev.  Peter  Whitney,  who  they  knew  would 


1   Cupt.  Goorge  Orauo  had  boon  Cuptaiu  of  Iho  Quiucy  Light  Iufautry. 
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not  accept ;  also,  an  inmato  of  the  almshouse  was  selected  for 
the  position.  Finally,  after  much  time  had  been  spent  in  these 
burlesque  organizations,  they  chose  Dr.  Sanborn,  of  West  Quin- 
cy,  as  captain,  who  accepted,  but  soon  resigned  his  command. 
Mr.  Samuel  Eaton  JSrackctt,  then  a  young  man,  was  then  elected 
as  first  officer,  and  Mr.  Charles  P.  Tirrell  as  orderly  sergeant. 
Treating  being  the  custom  at  that  time,  made  the  position  as 
officers  of  the  company  quite  burdensome ;  especially  was  this 
the  case  in  Capt.  lirackett's  time,  when  the  roll  numbered  three 
hundred. 

Among  the  commanders  of  the  east  company  were  Captains 
lioylston  Adams,  Taylor,  Drake,  llorton  and  others. 

These  unwieldy  bodies  of  men  were  very  difficult  to  manngc, 
as  they  had  no  desire  for  military  duty  or  exercise,  but  were 
forced  to  assemble  for  inspection.  So  distasteful  was  this  duty 
to  the  members  of  these  military  organizations,  that  they  would 
appear  at  the  place  of  parade  with  all  manner  of  costumes  and 
accoutrements;  half  a  dozen  guns  would  answer  for  tho  whole 
company  at  inspection,  a  small  corn  broom  for  a  brush  to  keep 
the  pan  clean,  a  tamping  iron  or  some  other  uucouth  instrument 
for  a  priming  wire,  mustard  seed  for  ammunition — supposing 
that  the  inspecting  officer  did  not  know  the  difference  between 
powder  and  this  noted  condiment.  At  last,  these  organizations 
had  become  such  a  burlesque  on  the  State  military,  that  they 
were  disbanded,  which  was  the  end  of  the  "Ragamuffin  Brigade," 
so  called. 

In  1855,  or  about  ten  years  after  the  dissolution  of  the  Quincy 
Light  Infantry,  the  Hancock  Light  Guards  were  formed  out  of 
a  "Know-nothing"  organization, called  the  "Guards of  Liberty." 
The  Liberty  Guards  desired  to  be  organized  as  an  independent 
company,  but  finding  that  it  could  not  be  legally  accomplished, 
they  concluded  to  form  a  company  under  the  military  law  of 
the  State. 

After  having  received  their  charter,  they  completed  their  or- 
ganization by  making  choice  of  the  following-named  persons  as 
officers :— Abner  13.  Packard,  Captain ;  William  S.  Glover,  1st 
Lieutenant;  William  Nush,  2d  Lieutenant;  Thaddcus  II.  New- 
comb,  3d  Lieutenant ;  Franklin  Curtis,  4th  Lieutenant.  Under 
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these  competent  officers,  they  bccamo  a  well-disciplined  and 
flourishing  company. 

In  the  civil  conflict  of  1861,  between  the  North  aud  South, 
Company  H,  which  was  the  official  letter  by  which  the  Han- 
cock Light  Guards,  of  Quincy,  was  regimented,  was  among  the 
first  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  Government.1  This  company 
was  a  member  of  the  4th  Regiment,  which  regiment  was  under 
tho  command  of  Col.  Aimer  11.  Packard,  who  was  first  captain 
of  Company  H.  On  receiving  their  orders  to  proceed  to  For- 
tress Monroe,  they  took  their  leave  for  Boston  and  rendezvoused 
in  Faueuil  Hall.  After  remaining  there  some  twenty-four  hours 
or  more,  the  regular  officers  of  the  company  not  appearing,  they 
concluded  to  make  choice  of  a  new  set, which  were  as  follows: — 

1.  The  following  persons  not  starred  wero  niouiboni  of  Company  II,  Fourth 
Rcgimeut,  at  the  time  of  their  departure  for  tho  seat  of  war  in  1801.  Thoao 
marked  with  asterisks  subsequently  eulisted  as  recruits,  one  month  later,  and 
joined  the  company  at  the  South  : — 

Capt.  Franklin  Curtis,  aged  31 ;  Edward  A.  Spear,  1st  Lieutenant,  44 ;  Benja- 
luiu  F.  Meaorvoy,  2d  Lieutenant,  23;  Charles  F.  Fray,  1st  Sergeant,  27;  Mat- 
thew M.  C.  Chubbuck,  Sergeant,  22;  John  Williams,  Sergeaut,  23;  ltobert 
M.>nk,  Sergeant,  21;  William  H.  H.  Lapham,  Corporal,  20;  Thomas  Smith, 
Corporal,  23;  William  S.  Wilbur,  Corporal,  26;  Morton  Packard,  Corporal,  21 ; 
Albert  Keating,  Musician,  20  *  Henry  F.  liarker,  22;*  IkmjamiuF.  Bass,  25 ;• 
William  H.Baxter,  17;*  Edward  F.  Bent,  21  ;•  Luther  S.  Went,  30;*  James  A. 
Brainard  (Weymouth),  25;  Edwin  Brown,  23;*  Caleb  Brackett,  27;  David  J. 
Burrell,  20;  David  T.  Chubbuck,  20;  Peres  Chubbuck,  Jr.,  20 George  F. 
Cleverly,  28 ;•  Lemuel  A.  Colburn,  28;  Charles  H.  Crickney,  (Braintree),  34; 
James  H.  Cunningham,  21  ;•  Noah  L.  Cummiugs,  23;  Edward  Damon,  Jr.,  20;* 
Jaiivea  J.  Dowd,  23;  Joseph  S.  Enderly,  18;*  Lendell  H.  Ewell,  10;*  William 
II.  Foltis,  Hi;  Kioliard  II.  Fisher,  28 ;•  Daniel  F.  French,  211;  Alouzo  Fur- 
nald,  18  ;•  Charles  E.  Cannot,  21,  (Wuy moiilli);  Coorgo  W.  (iibsou,  10;  Na- 
thaniel E.  Clover,  25;*  George  L.  Hajdcn,  24;  Charles  N.  Hunt,  38;*  Charles 
H.  Jamesou,  17;  Freeman  Joseph,  !»;•  ltobert  Josselyn,  18;  Edwin  L.  Joyce, 
25;*  Howard  M.  Kimball,  21;  John  H:  I  Vinson,  ID;  Frederick  A.  Lapham,  Jr., 
23;  Joseph  A.  I^phain,  18;  John  Lirkin,  23;  Frank  M.  Marden,  17;  Peter  P. 
Marque,  33;*  Peter  Newcomb,  18;*  Alouzo  A.  Nightingale,  Hi;  Samuel  A. 
Nightingale,  23;  Wyman  B.  Nighliugalo,  20;*  Charles  A.  Nutting,  17;  Edward 
W.  H.  Nutting,  20;  John  Parker,  Jr.,  2U;*  Edward  L.  Perkins,  18;  Charles  E. 
Pierce,  ID;*  Eugeue  C.  Philips  (Boston),  20;  Alexander  P.  Pope,  20:  Willi. un 
O.  Pope,  10;  Hiram  B.  Prior,  21  ;•  William -W.  Beyuolds,28;  Charles  D.  Ulley, 
24;  Luke  A.  Hideout,  23,  William  W.  Kobinson,  25;  Emerson  II.  Shaw,  17; 
Christopher  A.  Spear,  21;*  Warren  Q.  Spear,  22;  Horace  O.  Souther,  Hi;* 
Frauds  L  Souther,  24;*  Freeman  M.  Totman,  22;  Henry  C.  Turuer,  10;  Johu 
B.  Turuer,  17;  Henry  G.  Wlldmuu,  27;  William  G.  Sheen,  22.* 


Digitized  by  Google 


MILITARY. 


441 


Franklin  Curtis,  Captain;  Edward  A.  Spear,  1st  Lieutenant; 
Benjamin  F.  Mcscrvcy,  2d  Lieutenant ;  Charles  F.  Pray,  Mat- 
thew M.  C.  Chubbuck,  John  Williams,  Robert  Monk,  Sergeants; 
William  II.  IT.  Lapham,  Thomas  Smith,  William  S.  Wilbur, 
Morton  Packard,  Corporals. 

They  proceeded  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  were  placed  under 
tho  command  of  Col.  Dimmock,  and  a  few  weeks  after,  under 
Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butlor.  This  regiment,  with  others  to  the 
number  of  about  four  thousand  men,  was  called  upon  to  take  a 
part  in  tho  first  serious  conflict  of  tho  war.  This  was  at  the 
battle  of  Big  Bethel,  Virginia,  fought  Juno  10th,  1861,  under 
Brig.-Gen.  E.  W.  Pierce,  of  Massachusetts.  After  several  hours 
of  fighting,  Gen.  Pierce  was  obliged  to  order  a  retreat.  This 
defeat  of  the  Northern  troops  was  attributed  to  the  incapacity 
of  thejgcncral  in  command.  At  this  action  Francis  L.  Souther, 
a  member  of  Company  II,  received  mortal  wounds,  of  which  ho 
died  the  same  day.  He  was  tho  first  soldier  killed  in  the  war, 
and  was  a  native  of  Quincy.  Mr.  Souther  was  sent  home  by 
his  comrades,  and  buried  in  the  Mount  Wollaston  Cemetery  with 
suitable  military  honors. 

This  record  of  the  late  civil  war  has  been  compiled  from  tho 
war  record  of  the  town,  made  by  Mr.  Eben.  W.  Underwood,  and 
published  by  the  town  in  18GC. 

The  call  for  men  to  go  into  tho  army  was  largo  and  often. 
The  increased  demand  for  money  to  carry  it  on,  created  a  bur- 
densome tax  upou  her  inhabitants  and  a  large  town  debt,  which 
has  not,  as  yet,  been  fairly  wiped  out. 

April  ICth,  18G1,  eighty-three  persons  were  ordered  for  three 
years ;  May  3d,  the  same  year,  seventy-eight  moro  were  called 
into  the  service  for  the  same  time ;  June  17th,  one  hundred  and 
forty-three  moro  were  ordered  to  serve  for  the  same  time ;  mak- 
ing tho  wholo  number  called  into  tho  field,  tho  first  year,  three 
hundred  and  four  (304). 

May  28th,  1862,  seventy -five  men  were  ordered  for  three 
years ;  July  4th,  one  hundred  and  fourteen  were  selected  for  tho 
same  time ;  Aug.  4th,  seventy-one  more  were  ordered  into  tho 
army  for  nine  months ;  making  the  total  number  for  1862,  two 
hundred  and  sixty  (260). 

57 
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July  1st,  1863,  the  town  sent  eighteen  volunteers  to  the  war; 
July  17th  of  the  same  year,1  upon  orders  from  the  U.  S.  Gov- 
ernment, ninety-nine  men  were  drafted  for  the  army.  Out  of 
this  number  but  four  of  the  principals  went  to  the  field  of  strife 


1.  In  l  s.i.1,  tho  government  modo  a  requisition  ou  the  town  for  a  draft,  and 
utnety-uine  of  her  citixens  were  drafted  at  Taunton,  July  17th,  vis  :— 

Those  uiarkoil  I,  were  accepted  and  lielil  for  service;  2,  fun iisl.nl  substitutes; 
3,  paid  $:«J0  commutation;  4,  exempted  fur  disability ;  5,  exempted  as  being  the 
only  sou  of  a  widow,  or  the  only  son  not  in  aervice;  7,  claimed  to  be  non-resi- 
dents; 8,  aliens,  or  erroneously  enrolled ;  D,  neve 
Abbott,  Henry  8.,  4  Dell,  Lewis,  8 

Adams,  Harrison  T.,  3      Douglass,  Francis,  2 


Patrick,  4 
.,  ~eoue  0.,  1 
Bancroft,  Stephen  K.,  4 
Barnes,  Oramel  C,  3 
Barker,  William  P.,  4 
Bartlett,  Edward  A.,  4 
Boss,  Benjamin  P.,  4 
Baxter,  Daniel  W.,  4 
Baxter,  Jonathan,  2d,  3 
Beale,  George  P.,  7 
Beard,  George  A.,  4 
J  leek  fori),  Dudley  M.,  7 
Berry,  John  P.,  1 
Berry,  James,  0 
Boyle,  Itobert,  4 
Brackett,  (Jcorge  A.,  3 
Burr,  James,  4 
Burroll,  David  J.,  2 
Burrell,  Winelow.fi 
Gain,  Adouiram,  4 
Gain,  Lewis  H.,  U 
Gbadwick,  Jobu  H.,  3 
Ghubbuck,  Henry,  4 


Eaton,  Horace,  4 
Edwards,  James,  3 
Ela,  Samuel  A ,  4 
Ellis,  Uichurd,  8 
Ewell,  Gliarles  P.,  3 
Ewell,  John  J..  5 
Faxon,  Thomas,  4 
Peltis,  Asa  W.,  4 
Field,  George  II.,  3 
Fletcher,  Joseph,  fi 
French,  Francis  W.,  4 
Freuch,  Lewis  L,  2 
Glover,  William  B.,4 
Ilummoud,  Charles,  8 
1  lay. luii,  Bartlett,  4 
Hardy,  Benjamiu,  U 
Hardwick,  Frederick,  4 
Howlaud,  William  G.,  3 
Howley.  Michael  J.,  4 
1  vers,  Timothy,  3 
Johnson,  Joualhuu,  8 
Kenuison,  George  P.,  4 
Kirby,  William  T.,  4 


Ghubbuck,  William  IC,  5  I^aliy,  Michael,  4 


Conway,  Thomas,  8 
Cook,  Michael,  8 
Crooker,  Andrew,  4 
Cunningham,  Jas.  H.,4 
Curtis,  George,  2d,  4 
Daily,  Edward,  4 
Davis,  J.  Alba,  2 


Newcomb,  Harrison  G.,  4 
Newcomb,  Samuel  P.,  4 
O'Brien,  Michael,  2 
ONiel,  James,  U 
Owens,  Thomas  P.,  4 
Patterson,  James  P.,  4 
Ponniman,  Win.  W.,  4 
Pierce,  Chas.  P.,  4 
Pope,  John  A,  4 
Pope,  Silas  H.,  2 
Pratt,  Wesley  J.,  1 
Preston,  Andrew  J.,  2 
Prior,  Paran  11.,  2 
Putnam,  Joseph  E.,  4 
lteed,  Francis  L.,  3 
lteed,  James,  4 
Hideout,  James  W.,  4 
Itogors,  Charles  A.,  4 
Kyder,  James  E.,  2 
Sargont,  Walter  C,  3 
Saville,  John  F.,  5 
Suvillo,  Charles  L.,  S 
Sideliuger,  Zona*  11.,  4 
Spear,  Samuel  IE.,  4 
Sprague,  Phillip  S.,  4 
Stearns,  Levi,  Jr.,  4 
Tirrell,  James  E.,  2 
Tirrell,  Quiuoy,  3 


Lincoln,  Thomas  \V. ,  2 
Lombard,  Joseph  W.,  4 
Mesorve.  William  P.  P.,  4  Walsh,  Michael,  5 
Miller,  Charles  E.,  4  Webb,  Thomas  H.,  4 

Nutting,  Edward,  4  White,  Isaiah,  4 

Newcomb,  Beuj.  L.,  3       Whitlug,  Joseph  W.  2*1,  4 
Newcomb,  Bryant,  Jr.,  1   Wilbur,  Hanibal  P.,  3 
The  following  men  were  drafted  May  19th,  18G4:- 
Baxter,  George  L.,  2d,  4   Cronin,  Michael,  U  Hardwick,  Frederick,  4 

Brown,  Charles  H.,  3       Cuuuiugham,  Jos.  11.,  4    Johusou,  William,  8 
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for  three  years,  and  eleven  furnished  substitutes.  Oct.  17th,  of 
the  same  year,  twenty-nine  volunteers  were  sent  for  three  years 
service.   Total  number,  one  hundred  and  forty-six  (146). 

Owens,  Thomas  I\,  3  Smith,  Vernon, !)  Whitney,  Adams,  3 

Prescott,  William  G.,  3  Spear,  Albert  B.,  3  White,  George,  4 

Parker,  Chaw,  3  Thayer,  George,  9  Wells,  John  D.,  3 
Shortiand,  Thomas,  4 

The  following  persons  wcro  drafted  Jane  15th,  1304,  bnt  were  not  called  for, 
the  Selectmen  having  furnished  substitutes  previous  to  the  time  of  their  being 
called  into  service  :— 

Adams,  Joseph,  Marshall,  J.  P.  C.,  Newcomb,  C.  Otis, 

Faxon,  William,  Newcomb,  Charles  P. ,      Owens,  John, 

Haydon,  Arthur  L., 

The  following  list  comprises  the  substitutes  furnished  to  complete  tho  quota 
of  Quincy,  the  parties  furnishing  them,  the  organization  to  which  they  were 
attached,  and  their  term  of  service  as  far  as  known:— 

Principals.  8ui«rriTUTKfl.  Organization.  Timk. 


Burrell,  David  J., 

Thomas  Molony, 

11th  Regiment, 

3  years. 

Cahill,  George, 

Michael  Fitzgerald, 

00th  Regiment, 

100  days. 

Curtis  Noah, 

John  Boy, 

Navy, 

3  years. 

Davis,  J.  Alba  • 

3  years. 

Douglass,  Francis,* 

3  years. 

Faxon,  J.  Franklin, 

William  McKnlght, 

French,  Lewis  E.,* 

3  years. 

Gill,  George  L., 

Alexander  Sprout, 

Navy, 

1  year. 

Lincoln,  Thomas  W.,* 

3  years. 

Litchfield,  Llba, 

John  Tool, 

Navy, 

3  years. 

Morse,  Stephen,  Jr., 

William  Mullen, 

Navy, 

1  yoar. 

Nash,  John  W., 

John  Nash, 

O'Brien,  Michael,* 

3  years. 

Popo,  Silas  H.,* 

3  years. 

Pratt,  Edwin  B., 

Andrew  Murphy, 

Prescott,  William  G., 

Michael  Toomy, 

10th  Regiment, 

Preston,  Andrew  J.,* 

• 

3  years. 

Prior,  Paran  II.,* 

3  years. 

Hydor,  James  K., 

William  Schmidt, 

3  years. 

Sawyer,  Henry  M., 

Jodorsou  Bonubo, 

1  year. 

Spear,  Horace, 

John  M.  Driscoll, 

Navy, 

3  yoars. 

Tirroll,  James  E., 

John  Smith, 

3  years. 

Wliichcr,  John  D., 

John  McCarty, 

Williams,  John  8., 

George  Jones, 

Williams,  Stedman, 

Patrick  Scannell, 

•  Thcso  individuals  paid  thoir  bounty  to  tho  government,  who  was  supposed 
to  liavo  procured  substitutes  for  them,  and  for  litis  reason  wo  aro  unablo  to  givo 
the  names  of  tho  substitutes. 
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Feb.  1st,  1864,  twenty-fivo  volunteers  wore  called  into  thu 
field  for  three  years.  March  15th,  the  same  year,  sixty-four  vol- 
unteers were  sent  for  the  same  length  of  time.  May  19th,  six- 
teen men  were  drafted,  out  of  which  number  not  one  of  the 
principals  went  into  the  army;  six  paid  three  hundred  dollars 
commutation,  five  were  exempted  for  disability,  one  furnished  a 


The  following  substitute*  were  furnished  by  Uie  Selectmen :— 

Alsten,  Michael, 

2d  llegiment. 

3  years. 

Barret,  William  H., 

3d  Regiment,  II.  A.. 

1  yoar. 

Blaisdell,  Lemuel  J., 

61st  llegiment, 

1  year. 

Hrannon,  John  N., 

1  year. 

Rrigg*,  William  11., 

3d  Regiment,  II.  A., 

1  yoar. 

Dewoody,  Mortimer  L., 

Vet.  Res.  Corps, 

3  years. 

Dolan,  John, 

3d  Regiment  Cavalry, 

1  year. 

Donnavan,  Timothy , 

Vet.  Res.  Corps, 

3  years. 

Eccles,  John, 

01st  Regiment, 

1  yoar. 

Flaherty,  William, 

Vet.  Res.  Corps, 

3  years. 

Frost,  Charles, 

61  Bt  Regiment, 

1  year. 

Garrity,  Deruard, 

3d  Regimeut  Cavalry, 

1  year. 

Goldle,  Henry  F., 

3d  Regiment  Cavalry, 

1  year. 

Hastings,  William, 

4  th  Rattery, 

3  years. 

Hathaway,  Goorgo  B., 

33d  Regiment, 

3  yours. 

Heunessy,  John, 

Navy, 

3  years. 

Johnson,  William, 

'id  Regiment, 

3  years. 

Kennedy,  James, 

22*1  Regiment, 

3  years. 

Klbber,  Charles  L., 

3d  Rogimout  Cavalry, 

1  year. 

Lincoln,  Charles  K., 

3d  Regiment  Cavalry, 

1  year. 

Linnehan,  William, 

1  year. 

Lomar,  William, 

2d  Regiment, 

3  years. 

Lourney,  Dennis, 

3  years. 

Maloy,  Molvillo, 

17th  Kugimout, 

1  yoar. 

Malouey,  David, 

3d  Rogimout,  11.  A., 

1  year. 

McGrath,  John, 

■1th  Battery, 

3  years. 

Mitchell,  William, 

2d  Regiment,  H.  A., 

1  year. 

Molly,  George, 

2d  Regiment  Cavalry, 

3  years. 

Mullen,  Andrew, 

4th  Regiment  Cavalry, 

1  year. 

Murphy,  James, 

2d  Rogimout,  H.  A., 

1  yoar. 

Murphy,  Michael, 

3d  Regimeut,  H.  A, 

1  yoar. 

Noyea,  John, 

3d  Regiment,  II.  A., 

1  year. 

I'owrign,  Alfred, 

2d  Regiment  Cavalry, 

3  years. 

Snowden,  James, 

33d  Rogiment, 

3  years. 

Trask,  Joseph  E., 

2Dth  U.  Co.,  II .  A., 

1  year. 

H.  Farnam  Smith,  Esq.,  and  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Quiucy  each  procured  representa- 
tive recruits,  who  were  credited  to  tho  quota  of  Quincy.  Tho  Selectmen  pro- 
cured eight  others,  who  nominally  represented  eight  ladies  of  Quiucy. 
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substitute,  three  never  reported — one  as  an  alien,  or  erroneously 
enrolled.  Juno  15th,  seven  men  were  drafted  for  three  years, 
but  were  not  called  for,  as  the  Selectmen  procured  substitutes 
to  fill  their  places.  July  Gth,  seventy-three  men  were  sent  into 
the  field  for  one  hundred  days.  July  19th,  forty-eight  volun- 
teers were  dispatched  to  the  army  for  one  year.  Dec.  19th, 
twenty-six  men  were  sent  by  the  town  to  the  war  for  ono  year. 
Total  number  of  men  called  for  by  the  government  for  the  year 
18G4,  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  (259)  ;  out  of  which  number 
two  hundred  and  forty-four  went  into  service  (244).  All  sol- 
diers here  enumerated  were  volunteers,  excepting  those  whero  a 
draft  is  mentioned. 

Thus  it  would  appear,  that  during  the  three  years  of  the  war, 
the  town  was  called  upon  to  furnish  nine  hundred  and  sixty- 
nine  men,  and  sent  by  draft  and  volunteers,  nine  hundred  and 
fifty-four.  The  balance  of  fifteen  men  not  procured  we  are 
not  ablo  to  account  for. 

A  largo  number  of  the  citizens  of  Quincy  who  entered  tho 
army  were  honored  with  commissions,  as  follows,  viz. : — 

Colonels,— Abncr  B.  Packard,  July  10th,  1857,  who  received 
his  commission  before  the  war,  but  with  his  regiment  (tho  4th) 
was  called  into  the  field  at  the  breaking  out  of  it;  Henry 
Walker,  Dec.  6th,  1862;  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Jr.,  Feb.  15th, 
1865. 

Lieutenant-Colonels,— Henry  Walker,  April  30th,  1862 ;  Chas. 
F.  Adams,  Jr.,  July  15th,  1864. 

Majors,— Luther  S.  Bent,  July  29th,  1864,  (U.  S.  Volunteers 
by  Brevet,  Sept.  30th,  1864) ;  William  G.  Sheen,  (U.  S.  Volun- 
teers by  Brevet,  April  1st,  1865)  ;  Benjamin  F.  Meservey,  (U. 
S.  Volunteers  by  Brevet,  April  1st,  1865.) 

Surgeons,— Henry  M.  Saville,  July  11th,  1857;  Edward  Rus- 
sell, Feb.,  1863 ;  Win.  L.  Faxon,  Aug.  25th,  1863. 

Assistant  Surgeons,— William  L.  Faxon,  April  16th,  1861 ; 
Geo.  L.  Smallcy,  July,  1862  ;  Edward  Russell,  July  29th,  1862 ; 
Edward  Russell  (of  Cavalry),  Feb.  3d,  1864 ;  John  F.  Saville,  * 
Dec.  5th,  1864;  John  F.  Saville  (of  Cavalry),  June  26th,  1865. 

Captains,— Franklin  Curtis,  April  17th,  1861;  Edward  A. 
Spear,  Aug.  14th,  1862;  Charles  N.  Hunt,  Aug.  22*1,  1862;  Ben- 
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jarain  F.  Meservey,  Oct.  24th,  18C2;  Charles  F.  Adams,  Jr.,  Oct. 
30th,  1862;  Otis  Rogers,  Dec.  29th,  1802  ;  Charles  M.  Sampson, 
April  16th,  1863;  Charles  F.  Pray,  Oct  J5th,  1863;  Lnther  S. 
Bent,  Dec.  24th,  1863;  Joseph  W.  Morton,  Jan.  5th,  1864;  F. 
Edward  Bent,  July  14th,  1864 ;  Win.  G.  Sheen,  Sept.  8th,  1864; 
Chas.  II.  Porter,  Sept.  8th,  1864. 

Adjutant,— Henry  Walker,  April  2d,  1861. 

First  Lieutenants. — Edward  A.  Spear,  April  17th,  1861 ;  Ben- 
jamin F.  Meservey,  Aug.  20th,  1861 ;  Otis  Rogers,  Oct.  8th, 
1861  ;  Charles  F.  Adams,  Jr.,  Dec.  19th,  1861 ;  Wm.  G.  Sheen, 
Aug.  14th,  1862;  George  W.  Gibson,  Sept.  2d,  1862;  Joseph 
W.  Morton,  Sept.  10th,  1862;  Charles  F.  Pray,  Nov.  1st,  1862; 
David  T.  Chubbuck,  Dec.  21st,  1862 ;  Luther  S.  Bent,  Dec.  25th, 
1862;  William  E.  Ruddcrham,  Jan.  15th,  1863;  Charles  It  Por- 
ter, Jan.  25th,  1863;  John  A.  Pratt,  Jan.  15th,  1864  ;  Joseph  E. 
Spear,  March  11th,  1864;  William  II.  Follett,  March  11th, 
1864;  William  F.  Tanzy,  March,  1864;  Warren  W.  Adams, 
July  14th,  1864;  Daniel  F.  French,  Aug.  7th,  1864  ;  Charles  E. 
Pierce,  Sept.  2d,  1864;  Geo.  A.  Barker,  Sept.  8th,  1864  ;  John 
W.  Martin,  Nov.  14th,  1864 ;  Charlos  N.  Perkins,  April  3d, 
1865;  F.Edward  Bent,  April  17th,  1865;  Charles  L.  Nightin- 
gale, May  6th,  1865. 

Second  Lieutenants, — Benj.  F.  Meservey,  April  17th,  1861 ; 
Joseph  W.  Morton,  Feb.  20th,  1862;  Charles  F.  Pray,  April  3d, 
1862;  David  T.  Chubbuck,  July  1st,  1862;  George  W.  Gibson, 
July  29th,  1862;  Luther  S.  Bent,  July  30th,  1862;  William  G. 
Sheen,  July  31st,  1802;  Charles  II.  Porter,  Aug.  14th,  1862; 
Wm.  II.  Follett,  Oct.  Pith,  1862;  Joseph  E.  Spear,  Oct.  18th, 
1862 ;  Thaddcus  II.  Newcomb,  Oct.  22d,  1862 ;  Horace  A.  Der- 
ry,  Jan.  6th,  1803;  William  Boyd,  May  16th,  1863;  Thaddcus 
Churchill,  Oct.  5th,  1863;  Daniel  F.  French,  April  26th,  1864; 
George  A.  Barker,  May  4th,  1864  ;  Albert  Keating,  July  14th, 
1864;  Win.  Q.  Baxter,  Sept.  2d,  1864;  Jonas  Shackloy,  Sept. 
2d,  1864;  Charles  N.  Perkins,  Sept.  8th,  1804  ;  F.  Edward  Bent, 
Feb.  28th,  1805 ;  John  Parker,  Jr.,  March  7th,  1805. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymasters  in  the  Navy,— Goo.  W.  Morton, 
Sept.  25th,  1861;  Samuel  Thomas,  Jr.,  Aug.  4th,  1803;  Ilonry 
Lunt,  Aug.  31st,  1804. 
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Ensigns  in  the  Navy,— Alonzo  Elwcll,  March,  1863  ;  William 
II.  Elwcll,  Aug.,  18G3;  H.  Warren  Elwcll,  Aug.,  18C3. 

The  number  of  deaths  by  being  killed,  wounded  and  other 
casualties,  during  the  war,  was  one  hundred  and  five,  constitu- 
ting about  one-ninth  of  the  whole  number  sent  into  the  field.1 

1.   Deaths  of  soldiers  who  went  to  the  late  war  from  Quincy:— 

Killed  in  hattlo  or  who  died  of  wounds,— Francis  I*  8outher,  June  10th,  1881 ; 
John  McGovern,  Oct  21st,  1801  (missing, supposed  to  have  been  killed);  James 
Ryan,  March  14th,  18G2;  Patrick  Derraody,  July  11th,  1802;  Peter  P.  Marque, 
Aug.  30th,  1862  (missing,  supposed  to  havo  Iweii  killed);  Samuel  8.  Pierce,  Aug. 
30th,  1883;  Henry  A.  Hidden,  Rope  3d,  1802;  llorntio  N.  Faxon,  Ropt.  17th, 
tlMSl;  liUtltur  M.  I  tout,  Oct.  1st,  IMS;  luring  Higolow,  Oet  IHlli,  IWtt;  l«muol 
A.  Colburn,  Nov.  11th,  1802;  Charles  W.  Carver,  Nov.  20th,  1802;  Francis  L. 
Nott,  Jan.  1st,  1883;  Honry  F.  Packard,  Jan.  3d,  1803;  John  Manning,  Dec. 
13th,  18G2;  Hichard  Lawless,  Deo.  10th,  1802;  Garrett  Fleming,  June  30th,  1803; 
Joseph  Flynn,  May  5th,  1804  ;  George  Wyman,  May  Cth,  1804;  John  Dag,  May 
601, 1804;  Elisha  T.  C.  Ela,  May  8th,  1804  (missing,  supposed  to  have  been 
killed);  Michael  McGlone,  May  12th,  1804;  James  Hughes,  May  13th,  1804; 
James  Kelly,  May  19th,  1804;  Timothy  8hoahan,  May  1Mb,  1804;  Noah  L. 
Camming*,  May  20th,  1804;  Charles  F.  Pray,  Juno  3*1.  1804;  James  Chubhuck, 
Juno  3d,  1804;  William  II.  II.  Lipham,  June  3d,  1804;  Edwitt  L.  Joyce,  Juno 
10th,  1804;  George  W.  Tomer,  June  18th.  1804;  Tims.  Wood,  June  10th,  1804; 
Osmand  Ilonnctt,  June,  1804;  Matthow  Keouan,  July  30th,  1804  (missing,  sup- 
posed to  have  been  killed);  George  W.  Basley,  Aug.  5th,  1804;  John  Horgan, 
Aug.  17th,  1804;  Joseph  M.  Luzarder,  Aug.  18th,  1804;  John  P.  Brown,  Oct. 
HUh,  1804;  James  Donley,  Fob.  0th,  1805.    Whole  number,  30. 

Dial  in  Prison,— 1804— Arthur  Dunn,  Jan.  28th;  8amuel  N.  Perry,  March 
31st;  John  Kelly, . I uly  25th;  John  Cronin,  Sept.  1st;  Freeman  M.  Totman, 
Oct.  7th;  Bryant  Ncwcomb,  Jr.,  Oct.  2lst;  Wm.  II.  Burns,  Nov.  27th;  George 
W.  Savil,  Doc.  Cth;  Henry  A.  Newcomb,  Doc.  23d;  Tlios.  W.  McGann,  Dec. 
24th;  1805—  Edward  Damon,  Jr.,  Jan.  3d;  Michael  Fenton  (unknown);  Wm. 
F.  Thayer  (unknown);  Jonathan  C.  Durgin,  Jan.  Cth;  Charles  C.  Dickennan, 
Jan.  25th;  William  E.  Colburn,  Feb.  18tb;  Vernon  Smith,  March  0th ;  Timothy 
Conlin,  July.   Whole  number,  18. 

Drowued— 1864— William  O.  Pope,  Jan.  23d;  1805— CI i as.  F.  Leavitt,  Jan. ; 
Win.  F.  Tanzy,  Oct.  14th.    Whole  number,  3. 

Died  of  Disoaso,-l»i2-Ih!imis  Moriarty,  Fob.  17th;  Richard  B.  Haydcn, 
April  10th;  Wm.  Jones,  April  10th;  Leonard  B.  Harrington,  May  22d;  Honry 
Trask,  J  QUO  3d;  George  F.  Laphani,  July  27th;  John  Kehoo,  Aug. ;  Ezra  Bad- 
ger, Oct.  14th;  Edward  J.  Gibson,  Oct.  21st;  George  L.  8malley,  Nov.  23d; 
Lorenzo  D.  Tarker,  Dec.  17th;  1803— Michael  Enright,  Jan.  11th  ;  Goorgo  Star- 
buck,  Feb.  24th;  Obed  F.  Allen,  March  21st;  William  Flynn,  May  3d;  Uriel 
Joseph,  July  7th;  Francis  G.  Chubbuck,  Oct  2d;  Charles  D.  Ililey,  Nov.  10th; 
Scth  Crane,  Dec.  22d;  1804— Greenleaf  P.  Foster,  March  3d;  William  Sheahan, 
March  20th;  Josiah  N.  Kittredge,  April  23d;  Georgo  Burns,  Juno  27th;  Eben- 
ezer  F.  Clovorly,  July  22d;  Frederick  Fletcher,  Aug.  24th;  David  W.  Bates, 
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The  expenses  incurred  to  the  town  of  Quincy  for  this  war 
wore  as  follows  : — Amount  pni<l  for  bounties,  $34,632.50 ;  amount 
subscribed  by  her  citizens,  $12,651.63 ;  expense  of  recruiting, 
transportation  of  recruits,  war  records,  meetings  and  extra  ser- 
vices of  the  town  officers,  $1,627.98;  making  a  total  amount  of 
$48,912.11. 

A  lot  was  selected  in  the  Mount  Wollaston  Cemetery  for  the 
soldiers1  graves,  which  has  been  adorned  by  a  lino  monument  of 
Quincy  granite,  thirty-four  feet,  three  inches  high,  and  weigh- 
ing thirty-five  tons;  a  fitting  tribute  to  the  patriotic  dead.  This 
monument  was  erected  at  an  expense  to  the  town  of  $1,691.18, 
and  was  dedicated  June  25th,  1868,  with  suitable  and  appropri- 
ate services. 


McCLELLAN  GUARDS. 


After  the  close  of  the  late  civil  war,  betweon  the  North  and 
South,  the  adopted  citizens  of  Quincy  organized  a  military  com- 
pany, which  was  called  the  McClcllan  Guards. 

This  company  selected  for  its  first  officers,  William  Boyd, 
Captain ;  James  Lycett,  1st  Lieutenant ;  Martin  Ileathcrson,  2d 
Lieutenant.  Under  these  competent  officers,  the  company  soon 
took  a  high  rank  for  their  efficiency  in  military  exercises.  For 
their  excellency  in  regimental  drill  they  had  the  honor  of  receiv- 
ing two  prizes,  as  the  most  thoroughly-disciplined  company  in 
the  4th  Regiment.  In  1873,  the  company  disbanded,  for  the 
want  of  financial  encouragement,  and  also,  not  having  a  suffi- 

8ept.  9th;  Michael  J.  Howloy,  Sept.  2.U1;  William  Price,  Oct.  14th;  Morton 
Packard,  Oct.  20th;  Theodore  H.  Lunt,  Oct.  Sid;  Henry  T.  Packard,  Dec.  17th; 
11W5— Eromua  Thomas,  March  14th;  Eli  Pierco,  April  3d;  lkmj.  It.  Pierce, 
July  1.3th.   Whole  number,  94. 

Tho  following  havo  died  of  disoaso,  contracted  while  in  the  army,  after  being 
discharged  :— 

lHtfl— Charles  E.  Messor;  IWvt— Isaac  T.  Newcomb,  April  1st;  Garrett  Daily, 
April  5th;  18IU— Michael  Manning,  May  14th;  Henry  O.  White,  Aug.  :id;  Ed- 
ward It,  Perkius,  Sept.  10th;  Charles  G.  Duggan,  Dec.  20th;  1805— William 
Buchan,  Fob.  20th;  John  McGunu,  Aug.  3d;  Samuel  A.  Nightingale,  Aug. 
20th;  Joseph  William  Morton,  Dec.  17th. 
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cicnt  number  in  their  ranks  to  comply  with  the  change  mado  in 
the  military  statute  of  the  State. 

There  is  not,  at  the  present  time,  a  military  company  in  Nor- 
folk County,  and  we  believe  that  the  MeClellan  Guards  was  the 
last  company  disbanded,  of  the  many  fine  military  organisations 
that  have  existed  in  this  County. 


Since  that  part  of  the  military  history  of  Quincy  which  relates 
to  the  War  of  1812  was  priuted,  the  author  has  obtained  from 
Horatio  Woodman,  Esq.,  pension  agent,  the  roll  of  Capt.  Thos. 
TincU's  company  of  militia,  which  served  about  thirty  days,  in 
September  and  October,  1814. 

Thomas  Tirrell,  Captain;  Elihu  Thayer,  Lieutenant;  John 
Whitney,  Ensign ;  Elisha  Marsh,  Josiah  Glover,  JameB  Green, 
Benjamin  Page,  Sergeants;  Josiah  Brigham,  William  James, 
John  Savil,  George  Nightingale,  Corporals;  Eliphalet  Chandler, 
William  Wheeler,  John  Talbot,  William  A.  Field,  Musicians ; 
Joseph  Arnold,  Joseph  Burrcll,  Seth  Burrell,  2d,  William  Bel- 
cher, Charles  Chandler,  Jonathan  Cook,  Lewis  Cleverly,  Benj. 
Gray,  Elisha  Glover,  Solomon  Nightingale,  John  Newcomb, 
John  Osborn,  James  Pratt,  James  Pray,  Peter  Pray,  Henry  Put- 
nam, Daniol  B.  Spear,  Luther  Spear,  George  Tirrell,  Stephen 
Veazie,  Thomas  White,  Samuel  Hayden,  2d,  Nathaniel  Dexter, 
Ezra  Damon,  Joseph  Wales,  Josiah  Adams,  Solomon  Hayden, 
Ebcnczcr  Chandler. 
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The  first  attempt  to  establish  a  manufacturing  industry  in 
Braintree  was  as  early  as  1648,  or  three  years  after  the  town 
was  incorporated,  but  for  the  want  of  funds  it  was  not  com- 
pleted until  two  or  three  years  after.  Mr.  John  Winthrop  came 
to  the  Colony  with  one  thousand  pounds  in  money,  and  workmen 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  the  manufacture  of  iron  ware, 
which  was  needful  for  the  use  of  the  Colonics.  The  first  impor- 
tant action  that  we  find  taken  on  the  subject,  was  by  the  town 
of  Boston,  who  took  a  great  and  lively  interest  in  the  success  of 
this  important  enterprise.  The  citizens  of  the  town  called  a 
public  meeting  on  the  19th  of  Jan.,  1643,  and  there,  after  con- 
siderable debate,  granted  to  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  three  thousand 
acres  of  land,  viz : — 

"There  is  granted  unto  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  and  his  partners, 
and  to  their  heyrs  and  assigns  forever,  three  thousand  acres  of 
the  common  land  of  Brain  try,  for  the  encouragement  of  an  iron 
work,  to  be  set  up  about  Monaticot  River.  The  said  three  thou- 
sand acres  to  be  layed  out  in  the  land  next  adjoyning  and  most 
convenient  for  their  said  iron  works,  by  the  direction  of  the 
Select  Townsmen."  It  is  said  that  this  estate  reverted  back  to 
Boston  by  breach  of  contract. 

In  1711,  Manassah  Tucker,  John  Wadsworth  and  Samuel 
Miller,  of  the  town  of  Milton,  purchased  this  tract,  which  at 
that  time  was  supposed  to  have  been  in  that  town.1  On  sur- 
veying it,  a  large  part  of  this  territory  was  found  to  bo  within 
the  limits  of  Braintree.  Milton  and  Braintree  could  not  agree 
as  to  tho  jurisdiction  of  the  land,  and  to  definitely  settle  the 
question,  it  was  referred  to  the  General  Court  by  the  two  towns 

1.  See  addreas  of  Mr.  Jaines  M.  Bobbins,  delivered  before  the  citiiens  of  the 
town  of  Milton  on  the  two  huudredth  anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  that 
town.   18U2.   Page  37. 


Digitized  by  Google 


IKON  WORKS. 


451 


for  a  decision.1  The  Court,  after  a  full  hearing,  decided  that 
fifteen  hundred,  or  one-half  of  the  three  thousand  acres,  be- 
longed to  Braintree,  which  was  accepted  as  final. 

These  lands  were  called  the  Blue  Hill  lands,  and  were  sold  by 

1.    "  The  humble  petition  of  the  town  of  Milton  within  the  said  Province. 

"Showeth,— That  whereas  they  have  lately  with  a  great  sum  of  money  pur- 
chased of  the  Town  of  Boston,  a  great  Tract  of  Land  containing  about  three 
thousand  acres  of  land  called  by  the  name  of  the  Blue  Hill  Lands,  bounded, 
upon  Milton  Line,  northerly  by  Dorchester  Land,  westerly  by  land  called  Mr. 
Holly's,  Easterly  by  Monotocot  River,  easterly*  and  whereas  the  Tract  of  land 
is  a  part  contained  within  the  Township  of  Bralntry,  your  petitioners  most 
humbly  prny  tho  favour  of  this  great  and  Genoral  Assembly,  to  annex  the  same 
to,  and  make  it  part  of  the  Township  of  Milton,  to  which  end  the  said  town  of 
Milton  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  and  Honor  to  consider,  for  tho  following 
reasons:— 

"  That  the  situation  of  the  land  is  some  miles  nearer  to  Milton  than  any  other 
Town,  the  greater  or  best  part  of  it  lying  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  Milton 

"  Tho  poor  circumstances  of  Milton,  and  tho  straitness  of  their  Township  is 
such,  that  they  are  under  great  difficulties  and  discouragement  in  the  dischargo 
of  the  public  charges,  and  this  addition  would  very  much  onable  and  encourage 
them  to  cheerfulness  in  their  public  affairs. 

"Whoever  they  are  who  shall  inhabit  and  improve  those  lands,  must  of 
necessity  attend  the  public  worship  in  Milton  it  being  so  near,  and  their  chil- 
dren also  may  conveniently  have  the  benefit  of  schooling  in  said  Town,  and 
cannot  have  It  in  any  other  Town. 

"  Tho  inhabitants  of  said  place  must  cart  and  transport  their  wood,  hay  and 
other  matters  through  the  town,  aud  soon  get  to  bo  of  some  advantage  as  well 
as  a  burthen. 

"  The  said  Town  as  is  above  said  have  purchased  it,  upon  which  account  it  is 
most  equitable  they  should  have  the  jurisdiction  who  have  the  property,  unless 
any  great  inconvenience  to  the  contrary,  which  cannot  be  pretended  ;  all  which 
whatsoever  else  your  poor  petitioners  have  to  offer,  being  considered  by  the  wis- 
dom and  justice  of  Honorable  Court,  they  humbly  hope  they  may  obtain  the 
favour  of  granting  their  rights,  which  shall  be  most  thankfully  acknowledged 
by  the  Town.  To  your  Excelloncy  and  Honor,  Henry  Vose,  Maoassah  Tuckor, 
John  Wardsworth,  a  committee  in  behalf  of  tho  Town,  March  14,  1711. 
"  The  answer  of  the  Town  of  Braintry  to  the  Petition  of  tho  Town  of  Mil  top: 
"  And  whereas  the  Petitioners  say  they  have  lately  with  a  great  sum  of 
money  purchased  of  the  Town  of  Boston  a  groat  tract  of  land  containing  about 
throe  thousand  acres,  called  by  tho  namo  of  the  Blue  Hill  Lands,  bounded,  &c., 
which  said  tract  of  land  the  petitioners  own  is  contained  within  the  township 
of  Braintry,  hut  most  humbly  pray  the  favour  of  the  Groat  aud  General  Court 
to  annex  tho  same  to,  and  make  it  a  part  of  the  Township  of  Milton,  for  which 
they  offer  several  roasous  to  consideration. 

•There  appears  to  ho  some  mistake  here,  but  we  have  given  it  as  we  found  it. 
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a  committee  of  the  town  of  Braintrcc,  at  public  sale,  with  tho 
other  common  lands,  in  1765. 

Another  version  of  the  disposition  of  these  lands  is  to  bo 
found  in  Vinton's  Memorial,  page  471,  and  is  most  probably  tho 
correct  one : — 

"Doc.  7th,  1C82.  Capt.  Kphraim  Savage,  shopkoopcr,  of  1  Jos- 
ton,  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  for  £500  current  money  of  New  Eng- 
land, sell  John  Hubbard,  of  Boston,  merchant,  2400  acres  of  land 

"  And  whereas  the  Petitioner!!  say  in  the  Preamble  to  their  petition  that  they 
have  lately  purchased,  &o. 

"  Int.  The  Bespondents  answer,  That  it  was  purchased  by  some  few  of  the 
inhabitants  of  tho  town  of  Milton,  as  private  persons,  and  not  by  tho  Towu  of 
Milton. 

"  3d,  That  tho  greater  the  Tract  of  Land  is,  tho  more  unreasonable  it  in  that 
the  Petition  should  bo  granted. 

"  3d.  First  Reason  That  tho  scituation  of  said  laud  is  (as  they  say)  by  somo 
miles  nearer  to  Milton  than  any  other  Town,  tho  greater  and  best  part  of  it 
lying  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  Milton  meeting-house. 

"The  Respondents,  answer  That  the  matter  alleged  in  this  reason  is  by  no 
means  true.  But  if  they  had  said  it  was  nearer  to  Milton  than  any  other  town, 
excep  Braintree,  it  had  been  well  enough  for  that  purpose;  tho  best  part  may 
ly  uear  Milton,  yet  tho  far  greater  part  of  tho  land  Wo  nearest  Braintree. 

"  As  to  their  2d  Reason,  The  Bespondents  answer,  That  the  Township  of 
Braintree  being  lately  divided  into  two  Precincts,  are  under  as  great,  if  not 
greater,  difficulties  and  discouragements  than  the  Town  of  Milton  can  pretend 
to  be.  No  doubt  but  the  addition  they  pleaded  for,  would  enable  and  encourago 
them  &o.,  so  it  would  encourage  and  enable  the  Bespondents  if  such  a  part  of 
the  Town  of  Dorchester  or  Milton  were  added  to  their  Township,  but  beliovo 
tho  Great  and  General  Court  will  not  judgo  it  roasouablo,  so  havo  not  yot 
Petitioned  for  it. 

"  As  to  thoir  third  reason,  tho  truth  of  which  is  therein  assorted,  depending 
upon  the  first  which  is  not  true,  it  must  fall  with  it,  but  supposing  it  may  be 
true  with  to  some  few  particulars,  it  is  bnt  the  common  misfortune  of  some  few 
private  persons  iu  all  Towns  whatsoever.  As  to  the  Fourth  Beason,  Tho 
Bespondents  say,  admitting  the  matter  therein  contained  to  be  true,  yet  it  is  but 
a  common  kindness,  and  the  Town  of  Milton  do  now  pass  through  Braintree 
to  go  to  the  salt  meadows.  As  to  the  fifth  reason,  it  is  answered  already  in  tho 
answer  to  the  first,  in  the  preamble,  in  part  as  to  what  remains  the  Bespondents 
cannot  for  tho  reasonableness  of  it,  That  tiioy  who  havo  tho  proporty,  should 
havo  tho  jurisdiction,  for  as  much  as  that  would  alter  the  constitution  of  most 
Towns  in  the  Province.  All  which  with  what  else  may  appear  your  Bespond- 
ents humbly  hope  this  great  and  General  Court  will  see  full  cause  to  dismiss  the 
said  Petition.— Edmund  Quincy,  John  Cleverly,  Keamiah  Hayden,  Peter 
Adams,  Committee  in  behalf  of  the  Town  of  Braintree."— Mass.  Arch.,  Vol. 
OXIll,  pp.  592-65*5. 


Digitized  by  Google 


IKON  WORKS. 


453 


in  Brantery,  commonly  called  Iron  Works  Land,  and  is  part  of 
that  3000  acres  formerly  granted  by  the  town  of  Boston  to  the 
company  of  the  Iron  Works,  according  to  a  plot  thereof  drawn 
and  signed  by  the  Selectmen  of  Boston,  bounded  east  on  land 
of  Capt.  John  Holbrook,  (which  was  part  of  said  land)  ;  west 
on  Boston  Common  Lands;  North,  part  on  Manaticut  River, 
part  on  land  of  John  Hull,  Esq. ;  South,  on  Boston  Commons." 

The  General  Court,  on  tho  7th  of  March,  1643-4,  granted  the 
undertakers  the  monopoly  of  manufacturing  iron  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  tho  Massachusetts  Colony,  for  twenty-ono  years, 
providing  that  in  two  years  they  would  fabricate  a  sufficient 
quantity  to  supply  the  Colony. 

As  soon  as  suitable  arraugcmcnts  could  be  made,  tho  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  organized  as  the  company,  viz : — 

Lionel  Copeley,  .Esq.,  of  York  County,  England ;  Nicholas 
Bond,  Esq.,  of  Westminster,  England;  Thomas  Pury,  Esq.,  of 
Westminster,  England ;  John  Bex,  merchant,  London ;  Wil- 
liam Bcauchamp,  merchant,  London;  Thomas  Foley,  gentleman, 
London ;  William  Gtcenhill,  Stepnoy,  County  of  Middlesex ; 
Thos.  Weld,  minister,  Gateshead,  Durham ;  John  Pococke,  mer- 
chant tailor,  London ;  William  Beeke,  merchant  tailor,  London ; 
Wm.  Hicock,  citizen,  London  ;  Mr.  Winthrop,  Jr.,  Henry  Webb 
and  others  of  this  country,  were  added.  These  gentlemen  estab- 
lished iron  works  at  Lynn  and  Brain  tree. 

After  the  establishment  of  tho  furnaces  and  forges,  they  seem 
to  liavo  been  in  a  prosperous  condition  up  to  1G45,  when  they 
issued  the  following  document,  which  sounds  very  much  liko 
incorporations  of  tho  present  day,  who  desire  to  water  their 
stock,  by  issuing  loud-sounding  circulars  to  inform  tho  commu- 
nity of  tho  great  importance  to  those  who  would  subscribo  to 
tho  stock  of  the  company  and  become  rich;  as  it  appears  to  us 
it  was  tho  case  in  this  instance,  wo  givo  their  own  statement, 
which  will  better  illustrate  the  subject,  viz  :— 

"  Whereas,  it  is  now  found  by  sufficient  proof  that  the  iron 
work  is  very  successful,  both  in  the  richness  of  the  ore  and  tho 
goodness  of  tho  iron,  and  like  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  whole 
country,  especially  if  the  inhabitants  hero  should  bo  interested 
therein  in  some  good  proportion, — one-half  at  tho  least;  and 
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whereas  tho  time  limited  for  adventurers  to  come  in  will  be 
expired  in  the  ninth  month  (November)  next,  this  court  taking 
the  same  into  serious  consideration,  and  being  careful  that  such 
an  opportunity  for  so  great  advantage  to  the  Commonwealth 
might  not  be  let  slip,  have  taken  orders  that  speedy  notice 
thereof  should  be  given  to  every  town  within  this  jurisdiction ; 
expecting  that  nil  such  persons  as  arc  of  sufficient  ability,  and 
intend  their  own  benefit  with  tho  common  good,  will  forthwith 
appear  to  come  in  to  share  in  the  work,  according  to  their  abili- 
ties ;  and  for  their  better  instruction  and  direction  herein,  they 
are  hereby  to  understand  that  there  is  already  disbursed  between 
XI 200  and  £1500,  with  which  the  Furnace  is  built,  with  that 
which  belonged  to  it,  and  good  quantity  of  Mine,  Coal  and  wood 
provided,  and  some  tons  of  sow  iron  cast,  and  some  other  things 
in  readiness  for  the  forge,  etc.  They  are  also  to  know  that  no 
adventurer  is  to  put  in  less  than  £100;  but  divers  may  join 
together  to  make  up  that  sum,  so  it  come  all  under  one  name. 
There  will  be  need  of  some  £1500  to  finish  the  forge,  tfcc,  which 
will  be  accepted  in  money,  beaver,  wheat,  coals,  or  any  such 
commodities  as  will  satisfy  the  workmen,  and  these  are  to  be 
paid  in  to  Mr.  Henry  Webb  of  Boston,  by  such  direction  as 
they  may  receive  from  the  undertakers,  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  Jr., 
Major  Sedgwick,  Mr.  Henry  Webb,  aforesaid,  and  Mr.  Joshua 
I  lew  os.  The  new  adventurers  are  also  to  know  that  they  must 
bear  their  part  in  such  loss  as  is  befallen  tho  first  stock,  by  for- 
bearance or  otherwise,  to  the  time  of  the  new  adventurers  pay- 
ing in  their  adventures  ;  and  all  such  as  will  venture  are  desired 
to  hasten  their  resolutions,  that  the  work  may  go  on  speedily." 
—Mass.  Archives,  Vol.  LIX,  p.  10;  Colony  Records,  Vol.  II, 
p.  103. 

A  few  months  after,  they  received  their  charter  from  the 
court,  granting  them  a  monopoly  and  all  tho  privileges  they  de- 
sired.1 This,  like  many  other  early  enterprises  in  the  Colonies, 
struggled  on  with  varied  success  until  about  1653,  when  they 
became  so  embarrassod  as  to  bo  obliged  to  give  up  the  under- 

].  The  following  la  a  copy  of  the  charter  granted  the  Iron  Works:— 
"  At  u  seasion  of  the  General  Court,  tlte  first  of  the  8th  mouth,  1615,  Inprimis, 
that  the  undertaken,  their  agouU  and  asaigno*,  are  hereby  granted  the  sot 
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taking  as  utterly  bankrupt.  The  contemporary  writers  of  that 
day  give  an  account  of  this  unfortunate  project.  Johnson,  in 
his  Wonder-working  Providence,  written  in  1652,  makes  the  fol- 
lowing mention  of  them  : — "The  land  affording  very  good  iron 
stone,  divers  persons  of  good  rank  and  quality  in  England,  were 
stirred  up  by  the  provident  hand  of  the  Lord  to  venture  their 
estate  upon  a  iron  work  which  they  began  at  Braintree,"  etc. 
He  further  says,  that  the  operations  of  the  forge  were  not  at- 

privilege  and  benefit  of  making  iron,  and  managing  of  all  iron  mines  and 
workes,  that  now  are  or  shalbe  discovered  and  found  out,  or  hereafter  ahalbe 
in  tide  iurisdiction,  for  tlieteanne  of  twenty -one  yearcs  from  the  former  graunt; 
provided,  that  the  raid  adventurerit,  their  agonts  or  assignee,  do,  within  throe 
yoars  fro'  the  former  date,  use  their  best  endeavo'  to  their  utmost  skill  to  perfect 
so  many  of  the  said  workes  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  iurisdiotion  be  furnished 
with  bare  Iron  of  all  sorts  for  their  use,  not  exceeding  twentye  pounds  per  tunn ; 
provided  also,  that  it  shalbe  in  the  liberty  of  any  within  this  iurisdiotion  to  be 
adventurers  with  the  undertakers,  if  by  the  last  day  of  this  October,  they  being 
in  their  adventures,  not  lesse,  in  one  mans  name,  then  fifty  pounds  with 
alowance  to  the  advonturers  for  the  stock  of  one  thousand  pounds  by  them 
already  disbursed. 

"  2d.  The  court  doth  hereby  grant  to  the  said  undertakers,  their  agents  and 
assignee,  in  all  places  of  wasts  and  lands  not  impropriated  to  any  tow  no  or 
person,  that  the  said  undertakers,  their  agents  or  assign ga,  at  all  times  during 
the  said  tearme  of  21  yea  res,  shall  and  may,  freely  and  at  their  own  discretion, 
have  and  take  all  manner  of  wood  and  timber,  to  be  converted  into  coales,  or 
any  other  uses  for  the  service  of  the  undertakers,  as  also  all  manner  of  earth, 
stoanes,  turfo,  clay  and  othor  materialls  for  buildings  and  reparation  of  any 
of  their  workes,  forges,  mills,  or  houses,  built  or  to  bo  built,  or  fur  making  or 
moulding  any  manner  of  guuus,  potts  and  all  other  cost  iron  ware;  and  for  con- 
verting wood  into  cbarconle;  and  also  to  get,  dig  and  carry  away,  of  all  manner 
of  stone,  iron  ore  and  wood  of  all  sorts,  and  any  other  materialls  or  things  of 
use  for  their  workes,  aud  it  is  hereby  also  granted  to  the  said  undertakers,  their 
agents  or  assignes,  that  they  shall  have  free  liberty  to  make  all  convenient 
wayes  and  passages,  as  also  all  manner  of  pooles,  dams,  water  courses,  sluice- 
ponds  for  water,  in  all  wast  grounds  or  other  conveniences  to,  from,  and  for  the 
service  of  the  said  workes  built  or  to  bo  built,  not  impropriated  to  any  towne  or 
person,  during  such  time  as  the  said  workes  shall  continue;  provided  if,  by  any 
pond,  sluce,  water  course,  dam,  or  any  other  worke,  (though  hi  land  unlmpro- 
priated, )  they  should  spoyle,  or  any  wnyos  preiudice,  the  land  appropriated  to 
auy  towne  or  person,  the  said  undertakers  shall  make  due  aud  iust  satisfaction. 

M3d.  The  court  doth  hereby  further  grant  to  the  said  adventurers,  their 
agents  or  assignes,  in  all  the  grounds  that  are  or  shall  be  appropriated,  that  the 
said  adventurers,  their  agents  or  assignee,  shall  have  free  liberty  at  all  times 
during  the  suid  tearme  to  digg,  gctt,  carry  away  all  maunor  of  stouo  or  iron 
ore,  aud  to  make  aud  use  all  convenient  wayes  aud  water-courses,  pooles, dams, 
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tended  with  profit,  but  loss,  which  he  attributed  in  part  to  tho 
high  price  of  labor,  and  in  part  to  the  want  of  skill  and  experi- 
ence in  tho  manufacture  of  iron,  but  expresses  a  hope  "  that  tho 
owners  may  pick  up  their  crumbs  again  ;  hopes  they  will  perse- 
vere, and  expresses  a  great  satisfaction  in  the  thought  that  in 
•addition  to  these  commodities  which  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land were  already  to  export,— as  wheat,  rye,  oats,  barley,  peas, 
beef,  pork,  fish,  butter,  cheese,  timber,  masts,  tar,  soap,  lumber, 

sluces,  pood*  for  water  ami  other  conveniences  to,  from,  and  for  the  service  of 
the  said  works,  through  all  the  said  grounds  that  are  or  hereafter  shalhe  im- 
propriated, (except  houses,  or  orchards  uot  exceeding  three  acres,  and  yards.) 
giving  such  due  and  full  recompense  for  the  same  to  the  owners  thereof,  for  tlte 
time  being,  as  three  indifferent  men  shall  adiudg,  whereof  one  to  be  appointed 
by  the  said  court  at  the  next  generall  meeting  after  the  undertakers,  their 
agents,  or  assignee,  shall  make  or  use  any  of  tho  said  wayes  or  water  courses, 
or  other  perticolere  herein  mentioned  for  the  services  aforesaid,  and  one  other 
by  the  owner  of  tbe  land  for  the  time  being,  and  the  third  by  the  undertakers  or 
adventurers. 

"4th.  The  court  doth  hereby  further  graunt  unto  tlio  said  adventurers  and 
to  their  heires  and  asaiguea  forever,  so  much  laud  now  or  Iwreafter  to  lie  in  this 
lurlsdiction,  as  aforesaid,  as  shall  oontaine  in  sixe  places,  three  miles  square, 
in  each  place,  or  so  much  in  quantity  as  containetlt  throe  miles  sqnaro,  not  ex- 
ceeding four  miles  in  length,  to  be  set  out  in  such  places  and  parcels  as  tho  said 
undertakers  or  their  agents  shall  make  choyce  of,  not  being  already  impropri- 
ated, as  aforesaid;  upon  which  said  land  the  said  adventurers  shall  have  free 

liberty,  and  hereby  do  undertake,  that  within  the  said  tearme  of  years,  to 

search,  sett  and  find  out  convenient  places  within  the  said  compos  of  laud,  for 
the  building  and  settiug  up  of  six  forges,  or  furnaces,  and  uot  bloomariea  onely, 
or  so  many  more  as  they  shall  have  occasion  for,  for  tbe  making  of  iron  as 
aforesaid,  which  they  shall  (the  iron,  atone  and  other  raaterialls  p'ving  proper 
nud  lit  for  tho  making  of  iron,  an  afnroMnid)  build  and  sot  up  w'in  tho  teurtuo 
aforesaid ;  provided,  that  ye  court  may  graunt  a  plantation  in  any  place  where 
ye  co't  thinketh  mute,  the  adventurers  or  their  ageuts  there  residing  haveing 
first  notice  thereof,  and  not  making  choyce  of  tho  same  for  part  of  the  land  to 
be  set  out  and  graunted  to  them,  for  the  designoof  planting  the  said  iron  works, 
and  makiug  iron,  as  aforesaid. 

"5th.  It  is  grauuled  and  ordered,  that  what  quantity  of  irou,  of  all  sorts  and 
qualities,  the  suid  adventurers,  their  agents  or  assignes,  shall  make  more  than 
ye  inhabitants  shall  have  needo  and  use  of,  for  their  service,  to  be  bought  and 
paid  for  by  the  said  inhabitants,  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  have  free  liberty  to 
transport  the  same  by  shlping  to  other  parts  or  places  of  tho  world,  and  to  make 
sale  thereof  in  what  way  and  place  the  said  adventurers  shall  please,  for  their 
best  advantage,  provided  they  sell  It  not  to  any  porson  or  State  In  actuall  hos- 
tility with  us. 

"  Gth.  That  It  is  grauuted  and  ordered  that  the  said  erktuers,  their  agent*  and 
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etc.,  they  were  likely  to  bo  able  to  export  iron  and  lead."  Mr. 
IIul>l>anl,  in  his  New  England  histories,  makes  the  following 
quaint  allusion  to  the  cause  of  the  breaking  up  of  this  unfortu- 
nate project,  via. : — "Which  was  projected  and  strenuously  car- 
ried on  for  some  considerable  time,  but  at  length,  instead  of 
drawing  out  bars  of  iron  for  the  country's  use,  there  was  ham- 
mered out  nothing  but  contentions  and  lawsuits,  to  the  great 
disadvantage  of  the  undertakers." 

It  is  useless  for  us  to  go  over  the  extensive  field  of  contro- 
versy in  reference  to  whether  Lynn  or  Braintree  erected  the 
firMt  iron  forge  in  America.  It  is  of  littlo  moment  to  us  whether 
Lynn  or  Braintree  began  their  works  one  or  six  months  previous 
to  tho  other,  as  they  were  one  and  the  same  company,  and  most 
probably  their  works  were  established  as  near  together  as  the 
nature  of  tho  circumstances  would  admit.  We  are,  however,  of 
an  opinion  that  the  evidence  preponderates  to  Lynn ;  still  it  is 
an  open  question,  and  wo  think  will  ever  remain  as  such. 

The  first  branch  forge  and  furnace,  for  the  manufacture  of  iron 
ware  in  America,  (as  it  was  one  branch,  the  other  having  been 

servants,  shall,  from  the  date  of  these  presents,  forever  have  and  enioy  all  lib- 
erties and  lmunlties  whatsoever,  p'sent  or  to  come,  equal]  with  any  within  this 
jurisdiction,  according  to  the  lawes  and  orders  thereof  for  the  time  being,  and 
according  to  the  rightes  and  privllcdges  of  the  churches. 

"7th.  It  is  also  grauntod,  that  tho  nudcrtakors  and  adventurers,  togother 
with  their  agents,  servants  and  ossignos,  shallbo  and  aro  hereby  froo  from  nil 
taxes,  asseasments,  contributions  and  other  public  charges  whatsoever,  for  so 
much  of  their  stock,  store  or  goods,  as  shall  bo  implied  in  aud  about  the  said 

iron  works,  for  and  during  the  tear  mo  of  years  yet  to  come,  from  the  date 

of  these  presents. 

"  8th.  It  is  hereby  grauntod  and  ordered,  that  all  such  clarks  and  workmen, 
as  miners,  founders,  flners,  hamormen  and  colliers,  necessarily  implied  or  to  be 
implied  in  and  about  the  said  workes,  built  or  to  be  built,  for  any  tho  services 

thereof,  shall,  from  tinio  to  tiino  during  tho  said  tcarmo  of  years,  bo,  and 

hereby  are,  absolutely  freod  and  discharged  of  and  from  all  ordinary  traluings, 
watchings,  &c.,  but  that  every  person  at  all  times  bo  furnished  with  arms,  pow- 
der, shott,  etc.,  according  to  order  of  court 

"9th.  It  is  lastly  ordered  by  the  court,  that  in  all  places  where  any  iron 
worke  is  set  up,  remote  from  a  church  or  congregation,  unto  which  they  cannot 
conveniently  qome,  that  tho  undertakers  will  be  pleased  to  provide  some  good 
mcancs  whereby  their  families  may  be  instructed  iu  the  knowledge  of  Ood,  by 
such  as  the  court  or  standing  counoell  shall  approve  of."— Mass.  Records,  Vol. 
II,  p.  12C. 
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built  at  Lynn,  by  tho  some  company),  was  constructed  in  that 
part  of  Draintrcc  which  is  now  called  Quiucy,  on  what  has  over 
been  known  as  the  Furnace  brook.  My  reason  for  this  asser- 
tion against  all  written  authorities,  is  as  follows  : — 

In  1653,  the  general  iron  company  became  embarrassed  and 
failed.  It  appears  in  the  apprizemont  of  their  effects,  made  at 
that  time,  that  there  was  but  one  forgo  or  furnace  belonging  to 
them  in  tho  town  of  Braintrec. 

In  1674-5,  after  twenty  years  litigation  with  the  company, 
Mr.  Thomas  Wiggin  obtained  possession,  in  satisfaction  of  a 
judgment  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  ;  ho  conveyed  tho  samo  to 
ono  Thomas  Savage,  who  sold  it  to  Gregory  Belcher  and  Alex- 
ander Marsh,  and  it  appears  below  that  a  furnace  was  located 
upon  this  land  held  by  Belcher  and  Marsh ;  it  also  appears  that 
this  land  included  within  its  bounds,  Furnace  brook. 

We  have  searched  the  records  in  all  directions  for  tho  sale  of 
detached  portions  of  tho  other  landed  estates  enumerated  in  the 
company's  apprizement,  belonging  to  them,  to  ascertain  if  any 
other  forgo  was  to  bo  found  in  the  possession  of  this  association 
in  Braintrec,  and  havo  been  unable  to  find  tho  least  intimation 
that  there  was.  This  forgo  was  constructed  in  tho  most  south- 
erly part  of  the  Hall  Cemetery,  on  tho  Furnace  brook,  a  short 
distance  south  of  the  Catholic  Church,  on  Cemetery  street,  West 
Quincy,  where  tho  relics  are  to  bo  seen  to  this  day.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  town,  or  some  public-spirited  individuals,  will  havo  a 
monument  erected  over  this  mound  to  perpetuate  this  noted 
locality  where  the  first  iron  forgo  was  established  in  tho  United 
States. 

Mr.  Vinton,  in  his  memorial,  gives  an  extended  account  of  the 
iron  works  in  Braintrec,  in  which  he  endeavors  to  mako  it  appear 
that  tho  first  forgo  and  furnace  in  the  United  States  was  erected 
on  tho  Monatiquot  river,  in  this  old  township.  To  establish  litis 
point,  he  has  based  this  assertion  upon  a  false  conclusion,  by 
making  tho  great  and  fatal  mistake  in  asserting  that  the  Fur- 
nace brook  was  tho  Monatiquot  river,  which  is  not  the  ease  ; 
as  tho  Furnace  brook  is  now,  and  always  has  been  in  that 
part  of  old  Braintrec,  now  called  Quincy.  The  old  petrified 
foundation  timbers  can  be  sceu  to  this  day  embedded  in  tho 
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banks  of  this  quiet  stream ;  slags  of  iron,  and  old  cinders  can 
bo  seen  in  this  locality  at  any  time,  which  to  our  mind  clearly 
proves  that  the  manufacture  of  iron  was  carried  on  hero.  Tra- 
dition relates  that  the  forge  on  the  Furnace  brook  was  more 
successful  than  it  would  have  been  if  it  had  been  erected  on  the 
Monatiquot  river,  on  account  of  sow  iron  being  more  easily  ob- 
tained, of  better  quality  and  in  a  greater  supply,  from  the  exten- 
sive swamps  that  surrounded  this  locality. 

Mr.  Vinton  commits  another  error  in  stating  that  Mr.  Belcher 
and  Mr.  Marsh  were  not  ablo  to  hold  the  furnace  land  after  they 
had  purchased  it.  Mr.  Alexander  Marsh,  the  progenitor  of  the 
Marsh  family  in  this  town,  camo  into  possession  of  Mr.  Belcher's 
share  of  the  furnace  land  by  inheritance  through  his  wife,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Belcher.  It  can  also  be  proved  by  the 
inventory  of  Mr.  Marsh  that  he  held  this  estate  at  the  time  of 
his  decease.  To  show  that  he  was  in  possession  of  this  property 
at  this  time,  we  will  give  the  following  item  as  taken  from  his 
executor's  account  to  Iks  found  in  the  Suffolk  Probate  Court 
Jtccords,  Libro  VIII,  folio  123,  viz.:  — "The  furnace  land  at 
Crane's  Plaino  containing  two  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  valued 
at  four  hundred  pounds,  and  also  the  Barnabas  Dorifield's  lot 
adjoyning  the  furnace  land,  containing  sixteen  acres." 

There  was  no  reason  why  Mr.  Marsh  could  not  hold  this  land, 
as  ho  was  at  that  time  one  of  the  three  wealthiest  men  in  tho 
town,  the  other  two  were  Mr.  Edmund  Quincy  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Crosby,  whose  respective  estates  were  apprized  as  follows : — Mr. 
Quincy's,  a  little  rising  twenty-two  hundred  pounds ;  Mr.  Cros- 
by's, rising  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  and  Mr.  Marsh's  something 
over  twelve  hundred  pounds.  But  to  settle  this  question  beyond 
a  doubt,  we  will  givo  tho  bounds  of  this  land  as  sold  by  Mr. 
Savage  to  Belcher  and  Marsh  in  1074-f> : — 

"The  old  furnace  at  Braintrec  with  all  tho  houses  thereon 
lwlonging,  with  all  the  land  thereto,  being  in  estimation  two 
hundred  acres,  be  it  more  or  less,  being  bounded  on  tho  land  of 
Elder  Kings! y  on  the  north,  (Mr.  Kingsly's  estate  was  in  West 
Quincy,  adjoining  East  Milton,  and  he  was  the  first  Elder  of  the 
First  Church,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Milton)  ;  on  tho  west 
by  tho  Common  lauds  of  Braintrec,  (which  were  tho  Blue  Hill 
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lands) ;  on  tbc  south  ami  oast  ou  the  Furnaco  brook,  with  land 
obtained  by  Thomas  Wiggin,  by  judgment  against  the  estate 
of  the  undertakers  of  the  iron  works,  levied  by  execution  and 
sold  by  said  Wiggin  unto  said  Savage,  with  the  wood,  under- 
wood, trees,  timber  lying  and  being  thereon,  together  with  all 
the  privileges,  appurtenances,  belonging  thereto,  as  also  sixteen 
acres  of  land  abutting  upon  the  said  furnace  land  which  was 
lately  in  the  occupation  of  Barnabas  Dorificld." 

Another  fact  which  goes  to  corroborate  its  having  been  cstal>- 
lishcd  on  the  Furnace  brook  at  this  early  period  is,  that  a  few 
years  ago,  in  making  an  excavation  at  the  old  forge,  a  sign  plato 
of  iron  was  found  bearing  date  of  1640,  which  to  my  mind  is 
conclusive  evidence  that  the  furnaco  was  in  this  locality  at  this 
time.  Then  again  the  facility  and  access  for  procuring  and  trans- 
porting fuel  for  the  forge  from  their  supposed  grant  of  three  thou- 
sand acres  of  woodland,  (one-half  of  which  was  in  East  Milton, 
embracing  what  is  called  the  Scotch  Woods,  and  the  other  fifteen 
hundred  acres  were  the  Blue  Hill  lands  in  Braintree,)  was  decid- 
edly more  convenient  to  the  Furnaco  brook  than  to  the  Monat- 
iquot  river,  as  doubtless  it  was  here  the  coal  was  manufactured 
for  the  use  of  the  furnace.  The  consumption  of  so  much 
wood  caused  an  opposition  to  arise  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  to  the  iron  works;  as  they  considered  that  if  the 
works  continued  many  years  they  would  not  havo  sufficient  fuel 
for  domestic  and  other  purposes. 

The  greater  part  of  the  capital  and  principal  business  was  at 
Lynn,  as  at  tho  time  of  tho  failure  of  tho  iron  company  the 
apprize  i  i  o  i  t  s  of  their  estate  at  Lynn  amounted  to  £3205  2s.  6d^ 
and  at  Braintree,  £006  3s.  3d.  Tho  following  is  an  abstract  of 
the  apprizemcnt  at  Braintree,  which  contains  the  principal 
effects  belonging  to  the  company  at  the  time  of  their  failure,  in 
1053  :— 

£ 

"  A  littlo  house,  2 

350  loads  of  coal,      ....  197 
The  forge,  dam,  water  courses,  flood  gates, 

pond,  and  all  things  belonging  to  it,  297 
Tairs  (orThayers)  Lott,  1  accor  17  rods,  2 
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s. 

». 

Penofl  Lott.   78  accors,  ... 

-  17 

17 

6 

Old  Rugglcs  Lott.    20  accors, 

-  3 

0 

0 

Young  Rugglos  Lott.    30  accors,  - 

-  4 

10 

0 

Martin  Sanders  Lott.    29  accors,  - 

■      -  7 

5 

0 

Good  (man)  Ncwcombs.    18  accors,  - 

4 

10 

0 

Chapmans.    1  accor,  - 

-  2 

17 

6 

Levitts  House  Lott.   41  Rods, 

-  1 

0 

0 

Widow  Hunns  Lott.    20  accors,  - 

-  5 

0 

0 

6  tun  of  Cast  Iron,  at  £G  the  tun, 

-  30 

0 

0 

10  of  1>arr  Iron,    -       -       -       -  - 

10 

0 

0 

John  fTrerck.    GO  rods,  ... 

.  1 

0 

0 

— Mass.  Arch.,  Vol.  LIX,  p.  47. 

The  remaining  portion  of  the  apprizement  is  made  up  of 
anvils,  hammers  and  other  implements  connected  with  the 
works.  By  this  inventory  it  appears  that  there  is  but  one  forge 
mentioned  as  being  in  Braintrec,  as  we  have  before  stated ;  this 
was  the  forge  purchased  by  Belcher  and  Marsh.  The  names  of 
tho  workmen  that  we  have  seen  recorded  appear  to  have  been 
Scotchmen.  It  was  tho  custom  at  this  period  for  individuals  to 
be  sent  from  Great  Britain  to  America  and  sold  into  limited  ser- 
vitude by  indenture  as  a  matter  of  speculation,  and  the  laborers 
of  tho  iron  works  were  procured  in  this  manner.  Servitude  by 
indenture  continued  to  exist  in  tho  Colonics  and  Provinces  down 
to  the  Revolutionary  period.  At  the  time  of  the  failure  of  tho 
iron  company,  this  system  of  servitude  left  the  workmen  very 
poor  and  without  money  for  subsistence,  and  liable  to  become  a 
town  charge.  To  relieve  the  town  of  this  exigency,  they  peti- 
tioned the  General  Court  for  assistance,  as  follows,  viz: — "In 
answer  to  tho  petition  of  Braintrec  humbly  desiring  some  relief  to 
several  persons  brought  in  by  the  owners  of  the  iron  works,  yet 
arc  likely  to  be  chargeable  to  them,  especially  in  relation  to 
Jun  Frauncis,  his  poor  condition  calling  for  present  relief c,  <&a, 
so  this  court  refers  this  part  of  their  petition  to  the  next  County 
Court  in  Suffolk,  where  all  parties  concerned  may  have  liberty 
to  present  their  respective  pleas  and  evidence." 

Tho  second  iron  works  were  erected  on  the  Monatiquot  river 
in  Braintrec,  between  the  years  1G82  and  1G84,  by  Mr.  John 
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Hubbard,  a  mcrchnut  of  Boston,  who  had  purchased  the  iron  com- 
pany's lands  in  this  vicinity.  No  doubt  that  when  the  iron  com- 
pany purchased  this  tract  in  Braintree,  they  contemplated  build- 
ing there;  but  from  some  cause  or  other,  they  did  not.  It  is 
very  evident  that  when  Mr.  Hubbard  purchased  this  estate,  in 
1G82,  there  had  never  been  a  furnace  or  forge  built  on  this  river, 
as  in  the  deeds  of  conveyance  to  him  there  is  not  the  least  sug- 
gestion or  intimation  that  they  had  ever  existed  in  this  locality. 
After  he  had  made  his  purchase  of  Savage  and  Penn,  he  went 
to  work  and  improved  these  lands  by  building  a  saw  mill,  fur- 
nace and  forge.  This  improvement  enabled  Mr.  Hubbard  to 
moro  readily  dispose  of  this  estate  in  small  parcels  to  various 
individuals;  which  ho  did  as  a  matter  of  speculation.  The  most 
important  circumstuueo  contained  in  his  deeds  of  conveyimee, 
is  the  settlement  of  the  vexed  question  of  the  time,  and  by 
whom  the  forge  was  erected  on  the  Monatiquot  river,  which 
the  following  conveyances  will  illustrate — two  of  them  being 
made  in  one  day,  viz: — 

"Hubbard  to  Dummer.  In  consideration  of  a  valuable  sum 
of  money  to  me  paid,  I,  John  Hubbard,  of  Boston,  County  of 
Suffolk,  sold  to  Jeremiah  Dummer,  of  Boston,  goldsmith,  of  said 
County  of  Suffolk,  one-sixth  part  of  all  that  plotto  or  parcel  of 
land  scituated,  lying  and  being  in  Braintrey,  within  the  County 
of  Suffolk,  near  the  road  or  highway  leading  from  Braintry  to 
Weymouth,  which  I  purchased  of  William  Penn  by  deed,  18th 
of  October,  1G82,  which  laud  is  l>oundcd  on  the  county  road  to 
an  elm  tree  standing  near  the  landing  place,  and  from  the  elm 
tree  running  southeasterly  to  low- water  mark ;  and  bounded 
northerly  with  Monotoquod  river;  bounded  westerly  with  a 
runell  of  water  issuing  from  a  swamp  commonly  called  the  soap- 
house  swamp,  and  as  a  speciall  appcrtcnanco  and  priviledge 
annexed  thereunto,  as  much  moro  land  adjoyning,  and  bounded 
by  the  river,  as  the  said  Hubbard  shall  have  occasion  to  fflow. 
The  parcel  of  land  is  commonly  known  by  the  naino  of  William 
Pcnn's  Upper  Landing  place,  where  the  saw  pitta  are,  with  the 
priviledge  of  a  river  for  the  setting  up  of  a  mill,  and  ingress, 
egress  and  regress,  way  and  passage  to  and  from  the  same ;  also 
the  just  sixth  part  of  all  the  land  and  rights,  liberties  and  privi- 
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ledges,  I  purchased  of  Joseph  Alleinc,  of  Brantcry,  upon  the 
northwest  side  of  Monotoquod  river,  as  may  appear  by  deed 
upon  record  hearing  date  the  2Cth  of  December,  1682,  together 
with  one-sixth  part  of  the  Iron  Works,  Forge,  Dam  and  Pond, 
jflume  and  Saw  Mill,  by  Me  Erected  and  Made,  now  standing, 
or  near  the  river,  and  all  housing,  ediffioes  and  buildings  what- 
soever, upon  the  land.    1G84,  13th  Dec."— Lib.  14,  fol.  361. 

"Hubbard  to  Samuel  White,  of  Boston."  Mr.  Hubbard  sold 
to  Mr.  White  on  the  same  day,  one-sixth  part  of  this  estate. 
The  bounds  being  the  same  as  the  former  conveyance,  wo  shall 
not  repeat  it. 

"  Hubbard  to  Addington.  Mr.  Hubbard  sold  to  Isaac  Adding- 
ton,  of  Boston,  tho  full  moiety  of  one-half  part  of  a  fforge  and 
other  buildings  belonging  thereunto,  with  tho  ground  it  stands 
on,  (scituatcd,  standing  and  being,  within  the  Township  of 
Braintcry,  on  tho  south-east  side  of  the  Monotoquod  river,  near 
adjoyning  the  fforgo  lately  built  by  said  Hubbard,  particularly 
the  Wheel,  Shaft,  Bellows,  Hammers  and  Anvill,  with  what  may 
Iks  erected  on  tho  same,  with  all  privileges  and  advantages 
thereunto  belonging.  Each  building  with  a  wharf  adjoyning  is 
now  in  hands  with  and  to  be  built  and  finished  by  Ephriam 
Hunt,  of  Weymouth,  and  Robert  Potter,  of  Lynn.  To  have 
and  to  hold  half  the  said  land,  buildings  and  wharf  belonging 
to  them,  after  they  arc  finished,  with  all  tho  privilcdgca  and 
appurtenances  thereunto  belonging.  1685,  13th  Oct." — Lib.  13, 
fol.  491. 

Mr.  Hubbard,  after  having  erected  his  forge,  mado  a  contract 
with  parties  at  Nahant  to  supply  him  with  iron  ore  at  three  shil- 
lings per  ton.  In  1720,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Hubbard,  son  of  John, 
finally  sold  to  Mr.  Thomas  Vinton  tho  land  on  which  the  iron 
works  stood.  Soon  after  Mr.  Vinton  purchased  this  ostate,  tho 
contention  began  between  him  and  the  town  in  reference  to  the 
dam  obstructing  the  fish  from  freely  passing  up  the  river.  It 
will  be  seen  by  the  town  records  for  years  that  this  question  was 
brought  before  them  at  their  annual  meetings,  until  it  was  finally 
settled,  in  1736,  when  the  iron  works  dam  was  demolished  by  a 
committee  chosen  by  tho  town  for  the  purpose.  The  following 
persons  constituted  this  committee : — 
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Hon.  Leonard  Vassal,  Mr.  Bonj.  Ncal,  Mr.  Richard  Faxon, 
Mr.  John  Holbrook  and  Mr.  William  Penniman.  This  com- 
mittee was  chosen  Aug.  23d,  1786. 

At  a  meeting  held  Oct.  4th,  1736,  "  the  town  voted  that  three 
hundred  pounds  in  Bills  of  Credite  (which  at  that  time  had 
greatly  depreciated),  shall  be  paid  to  Mr.  Thomas  Vinton,  in 
case  the  said  Vinton  will  give  to  the  Town  a  good  Deed  of  Ro- 
leaso  or  Quit-claim,  of  all  his  right  in  the  iron  works  river ;  Pro- 
vided also,  that  he  makes  no  further  demands  on  the  Town,  nor 
prosecute  any  person  or  persons  on  account  of  anything  already 
done  relating  to  the  pulling  down  of  the  dam  that  lately  stood 
across  the  said  River." 

This  offer  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Vinton,  and  the  old  forge,  fifty- 
six  years  after  its  construction,  ceased  to  exist,  with  apparently 
no  greater  success  than  its  predecessor  on  the  Furnace  brook. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  of  the  iron  works,  we  give 
the  following  ingenious  and  reasonable  conjecture  in  reference 
to  the  workmen  who  came  here,  and  the  origin  of  the  name  of 
Scotch  Woods,  from  the  address  of  Mr.  James  M.  Robbins,  deliv- 
ered in  1862,  in  commemoration  or  tho  two  hundredth  anniver- 
sary of  the  incorporation  of  tho  town  of  Milton : — 

"  A  certain  locality  within  our  present  bordors  has  long  been 
known,  without  any  data  as  to  the  origin  of  the  name,  as  Scotch 
Woods.  The  explanation  I  am  al>out  to  give  is  unsupported  by 
any  record,  and  is  entirely  conjectural  with  myself.  In  1643, 
John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  came  from  England,  and  brought  £1000 
worth  of  stock  and  divers  workmen  to  begin  an  iron  work.  He 
had  formed  in  England  a  company  for  this  purpose.  The  Qon- 
oral  Court  of  Massachusetts  encouraged  the  enterprise,  by  grant- 
ing a  monopoly  for  twenty-ono  years,  freedom  from  taxes  and 
trainings  of  the  laborers,  and  a  very  liberal  grant  of  the  Colonial 
lands  to  bo  made  when  tho  works  were  completed.  Tho  town 
of  Boston  was  greatly  interested  in  tho  undertaking,  and  the 
location  of  tho  works  at  Braintrcc  wjis  encouraged  by  a  grant  of 
three  thousand  acres  of  land,  still  belonging  to  Boston  at  that 
place.  This  tract  is  the  same  land  which  was  purchased  seventy 
years  afterwards,  in  1711,  by  Manasseh  Tucker,  Samuel  Miller, 
Moses  Belcher  and  John  Wadsworth  of  Milton,  and  divided  by 
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the  Court,  between  Braintree  and  Milton.  Tlie  fifteen  hun- 
dred acres  attached  to  our  jurisdiction  forms  the  present  Scotch 
Woods  settlement.  In  1651,  two  of  the  largest  stockholders 
of  tl  lis  iron  company,  residing  in  London,  viz : — John  Becx  and 
Robert  Rich,  chartered  a  large  ship  bound  to  Jamaica,  to  touch 
at  Boston  and  land  there  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  Scotch 
prisoners,  taken  from  a  lot  of  eight  thousand  prisonors  captured 
by  Cromwell,  Sept  3d,  1650,  at  tho  battle  of  Dunbar.  The  ship 
arrived  at  Boston  in  May,  1051,  and  landed  the  prisoners,  con- 
signed to  the  agent  of  tho  iron  works,  and  then:  names  are  all 
recorded  in  the  Boston  records. 

"  In  July,  of  the  same  year,  the  Rev.  John  Cotton  wrote  a  letter 
to  Cromwell,  as  follows : — *  The  Scots  whom  God  delivored  into 
your  hands  at  Dunbarre  and  whereof  sundry  were  sent  hither  wo 
have  been  desirous  (as  we  could)  to  make  their  yoke  easy.  Such 
as  were  sick  of  the  scurvy  or  other  diseases,  have  not  wanted 
physic  and  chyrurgery.  They  were  not  sold  for  slaves  to  por- 
pctual  servitude,  but  for  six,  soven  or  eight  years,  as  wo  do  our 
own  ;  ahd  he  that  bought  tho  most  of  them,  (I  heare),  buildoth 
houses  for  them — for  every  four  an  house — layeth  some  acres  of 
ground  thereto,  which  ho  giveth  them  as  their  own,  requiring 
three  days  in  the  week  to  worko  for  him  (by  turns)  and  four 
days  for  them  themselves,  and  promiseth  as  soon  as  they  can 
repay  him  tho  money  he  laid  out  for  them,  ho  will  set  them  at 
liberty.' 

"I  infer  from  these  cjrcumstanccs  that  Becx  and  Rich,  for 
themselves  or  tho  company,  thinking  to  get  some  iucomo  from 
their  land,  which  without  laborers  was  unproductive  and  incon- 
vertible, embarked  in  this  speculation,  and  the  mode  of  dispos- 
ing of  the  prisonors  mentioned  by  Cotton,  was  only  a  form 
necessary  to  satisfy  the  public  mind  in  the  mattor,  and  tho  men 
were  employed  on  this  land  belonging  to  tho  freighters  of  the 
ship  in  the  way  described  in  tho  letter ;  and  thus  originated  tho 
name  Scotch  Woods,  ever  since  attached  to  the  spot.  This  sup- 
position is  confirmed  by  an  act  of  the  General  Court  A.  D.  1652, 
ordering  .that  all  Scotchmen  and  Negroes  shall  train — referring, 
doubtless,  to  their  first  law  exempting  the  laborers  of  the  iron 
company  from  this  duty.   These  persons  may  have  been  cin- 
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ployed  in  cutting  wood  or  collecting  bog  ore  for  the  iron  com- 
pany. The  result  of  this  operation  was,  that  after  a  large  outlay 
of  capital  it  was  found  that  every  pound  of  iron  made,  cost  more 
than  two  pounds  imported  from  Europe ;  tho  company  failed, 
the  sheriff  seized  their  effects,  and  their  laborers  were  dispersed 
and  mixed  up  with  tho  general  population  of  tho  country." 

Richard  Leader  was  the  first  superintendent  of  tho  iron  works 
both  at  Lynn  and  Hraintrec.  He  appears  to  have  beou  a  skilful 
artisan  and  a  shrewd  business  man,  but  a  bluff  and  free-spoken 
jKjrson ;  caring  little  for  the  Colonial  Government  or  the  Church 
of  the  Puritans,  as  he  is  said  to  have  defumed  it,  and  slandered 
the  town  and  Commonwealth,  for  which  misdemeanors  ho  was 
tried,  convicted  and  fined  fifty  pounds,  and  if  he  did  not  make 
sufficient  and  satisfactory  acknowledgment  and  recantation  to 
tho  Court,  he  should  bo  obligod  to  pay  a  fino  of  two  hundred 
pounds.  The  sincerity  of  a  forced  acknowledgment,  for  an 
opinionated  wrong  is  doubtful,  and  generally  not  of  permanent 
duration. 

"  Whereas,  Mr.  Richard  Leader,  an  inhabitant  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, has  been  accused,  that  contrary  to  the  law  of  God 
and  the  laws  here  established,  he  hath  threatened,  and  in  a  high 
degree  reproached  and  slaundered  the  Courts,  magistrates  and 
Gouornment  of  this  Commonweale,  and  defamed  the  town  and 
Church  of  sin,  also,  affronted  and  reproached  the  constable  in 
the  execution  of  his  office ;  all  which  the  Court  hauingo  heard, 
together  with  evidence  prouinge  the  same,  doe  judge,  for  punish- 
ment of  his  great  offense,  that  ho  shall  make  acknowledgement 
of  his  offense  unto  tho  Court  before  the  breaking  up  hereof,  when 
this  Court  shall  appoint,  and  also  giue  sufficyent  security  for  his 
good  abearing  hereafter,  and  be  fined  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  to 
bo  payed  before  tho  next  session  of  this  Court,  towards  the  do- 
fraying  of  the  charges  expended  by  tho  country  in  hearing  tho 
case,  but  in  case  Mr.  Leader's  acknowledgement  doth  not  answer 
tho  expectations  of  tho  Court  in  the  way  of  satisfaction  for  his 
offense,  that  then  this  Court  doth  order  that  Mr.  Leader  shall 
pay  to  tho  public  treasurer,  as  a  fine  for  his  offences,  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  pounds,  to  be  payd  before  the  next  session  of  this 
Court.   And  further  it  is  ordered  by  this  Court,  that  whatsoeuor 
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fine  hath  been  imposed  upon  Mr.  Richard  Leader  by  this  Court 
for  his  miscariage,  shalbe  secured  by  band  or  otherwise,  and  in 
the  mean  time  that  his  person  bee  responsible  for  the  fine." 

Tho  following  is  tho  character  of  Mr.  Leader's  acknowledg- 
ment to  the  court : — 

"  Whereas,  there  is  cortayno  testiraonyes  in  writing  exhibited 
agaynst  me  to  the  General  Court,  accusing  me  for  speaking  cvill 
agaynst  the  gouernmcnt,  magistrates  and  churches  of  this  Col- 
ony, as  by  the  said  testimoneyes  in  writing  may  moro  largly 
appearc,  I  do  acknowledge  and  confesse  that  in  case  I  should 
bee  at  any  timo  left  to  spcakc  these  words,  I  should  not  only 
have  broken  the  rules  of  christianyty  but  of  morallity  and  civil- 
lity,  desiring  to  be  condemned  justly  of  all  christians  and  just, 
civil],  honest  men,  for  which  I  should  condemne  myself,  being 
these  things  that  in  my  judgement  and  practice,  I  hate  and  do 
detest  and  abhorrc,  leaving  what  I  now  say  together  with  what 
is  testified  agaynst  me,  to  tho  rightious  judge  of  heaven  and 
earth,  which  in  his  duo  time  will  manyfest  tho  truth,  and  aqnito 
tho  inoccnt,  and  roward  the  guilty  according  to  their  deserts,  but 
the  thing  being  testified  by  two  witnesses,  the  Court  hade  courso 
to  proceed  agaynst  me.    Richard  Leader,  May  22d,  1651." 

"  This  acknowledgement  of  Mr.  Leader  the  Court  did  accept 
of,  provided  ho  be  still  liable  to  pay  the  fifty  pounds  imposed 
uppon  him  in  his  sensure,  and  bee  of  good  behavior,  as  is  there 
expressed  and  that  it  bee  left  wholely  to  the  wisdomo  of  our 
honored  mngistratcs  to  tako  what  band  thoy  think  fitt  of  Mr. 
Leader,  respecting  those  things  l>eforc  mentioned."— Mass.  Rcc, 
Vol.  Ill,  pp.  227,  228. 

Tho  note  below  will  illustrate  the  stringent  poverty  of  tho 
time,  and  tho  great  want  of  money  in  tho  Colony.  The  Colo- 
nists, in  their  humble  manner,  understood  tho  laws  of  political 
economy  as  well  as  the  business  men  of  this  day,  but  were  una- 
ble to  carry  it  out  for  the  want  of  funds.1 

1.  Tho  following  letter  from  the  authorities  will  better  illustrate  the  Leader 
controversy,  and  more  fully  give  the  questions  involved  in  the  subject:— 

"  Gout—  Woe  recoived  your  letter  of  May,  1640,  concerning  your  affaires  in 
the  iron  works,  whereby  woo  porciovo  your  discontent  with  the  last  agreement 
woo  made  with  your  agent,  Mr.  Loader,  and  under  the  provocation  (as  you  seem 
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Mr.  John  Gifford  succeeded  Mr.  Leader  as  superintendent  of 
the  iron  works,  and  was  oquaUy,  if  not  more  unfortunate,  than 
his  predecessor  in  his  business  transactions.  Mr.  Gifford  having 
become  embarrassed  in  financial  matters,  was,  under  the  rigid 
and  stern  statute  of  the  Colonies,  imprisoned  for  debt,  and  in 
his  petition  to  the  Court  for  the  commutation  of  his  sentence, 
states  that  ho  is  in  a  starving  condition,  for  tho  want  of  proper 
nourishment.  Ho  also  states  that  ho  has  now  been  in  prison 
upon  execution  four  years  and  seven  months,  and  without  relief 
from  the  Court,  will  inevitably  perish  in  prison,  for  the  want  of 
"  moot  supplizcs"  for  his  relief.  His  petition  seems  to  have  been 
favorably  received  by  the  General  Court,  as  in  May,  1G5G,  tho 
Court  ordered  his  release,  as  follows,  viz : — "This  Court,  on  peru- 
sall  of  a  lottor  directod  to  tho  Governor  and  Counccll  and  Gene- 
ral Assembley  of  Now  England,  or  who  else  it  may  concernc, 
signod  by  John  Becx,  Phebe  Frost,  Thos.  Foley,  John  Pococke 

to  apprehend)  wee  find  you  still  sbarpe  to  jour  conclusions  most  peremtory, 
than  rational  (as  wo  conceive)  but  wo  consider  you  have  binn  hitherto  looser*, 
and  thoroforo  take  leave  to  spoako.  For  your  good  affection  to  our  Collony, 
woo  doubt  not  but  it  was  one  principal  motiou  which  drew  you  to  this  under- 
taking, and  wee  desire  ever  to  present  a  greatefull  memory  thereof,  as  mani- 
fested both  by  this  and  other  forraigne  testiinonyes,  but  foreasmuch  as  these 
that  are  neerest  the  object  are  best  ablo  to  discerne  the  forme  and  coulour  thereof 
so  you  may  vouchsafe  to  heare  our  opinion  of  such  conclusions  as  you  have 
made  to  yourselves,  where  upon  you  have  taken  up  such  hard  conceites  of  our 
compliance  with  yow,  for  the  particular  grievances  you  insist  upon,  wee  have 
declared  our  forwardness  to  embrace  and  nourish  your  good  will  by  our  ready 
yielding  a  redrcsse  of  most  of  tbom,  which  woo  had  donno  before,  if  woe  had 
supposed  you  had  roposod  so  much  in  Iheiu  for  your  advantago  as  you  now 
seetne  to  do;  ye  like  we  would  havo  donno  before  by  the  rest,  if  they  hod  not 
much  more  procured  our  welfare  then  your  advantago.  Wee  acknowledge  with 
ypu,  that  such  a  staple  commodity  as  iron  is  a  groat  ineanes  to  inrich  the  place 
where  it  is,  both  by  furnishing  this  place  with  the  commodity  at  reasonable  rates, 
and  by  bringing  in  other  necessary  comodityes  in  exchange  of  iron  exported; 
but  as  wee  use  to  say,  if  a  man  lives  where  an  oxe  is  worth  but  12d,  yet  it  is 
never  the  cheaper  to  him  who  cannot  gett  the  12d  to  buy  one,  so  if  your  iron 
may  not  bo  had  heero  without  ready  money,  what  advantage  will  that  bo  to  us, 
if  wee  havo  no  money  to  purchase  it?  Itt  is  true  some  men  have  here  Spanish 
money  sometimes,  but  little  comes  to  our  smiths  hands,  especially  those  of 
inland  townes.and  yourselves  well  know  that  so  long  as  our  iugate  exceeds  our 
outgate,  the  ballanco  must  need  be  made  by  much  within  such  a  proportion  as 
it  is  with  us,  cauu  leave  us  but  little  money  ouce  iu  tho  yeuro,  what  mouyes  our 
smiths  catin  gett  you  maybe  sure  to  havo  it  before  any  other;  but  if  woo  must 
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and  William  Greenhili,  bearing  date  27th  of  Feb.,  1655,  which 
also  was  recorded  in  tho  Court's  day-books  21st  of  May,  1656, 
tho  same  day  on  which  it  was  brought  and  presented  by  Mr.  Gif- 
ford,  doc  judge  meet  in  answer  thereunto,  and  on  their  request 
do  order  the  said  John  Gifford  shalbe,  and  is  hereby  released 
and  discharged  from  being  any  longer  a  prisoner,  upon  the  judg- 
ment of  this  Court  in  reference  to  the  said  Becx  A  Company, 
for  which  he  hath  bin  and  yet  is  a  prisoner,  he  discharging  the 
charges  of  the  prison." — Colonial  Records,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  406. 

John  and  Henry  Leonard  were  also  connected  with  tho  iron 
works  in  Lynn  and  Braintroe,  as  hammersmiths.  They  wcro 
from  tho  County  of  Monmouth,  Wales.  It  is  said  that  they 
went  from  Braintrce  to  Taunton,  in  1C52,  where  they  soon  after 
constructed  within  the  present  limits  of  llaynham  the  first  forgo 
in  Plymouth  County,  and  were  extensively  connected  with  other 
works  of  the  same  nature.  But  we  find  by  the  following  depo- 
sition, that  Henry  was  in  Braintreo  as  late  as  1C55 : — 


want  iron  so  often  as  our  money  fnilos,  you  may  oasily  judge  if  it  were  not  better 
for  us  to  procure  it  from  other  places,  (by  our  come  and  pipestaves,  &c.,)  then  to 
depend  on  tbe  coming  of  money,  which  is  never  so  plentifull  as  to  supply  for 
that  occasion  and  for  the  other  bonefitt  which  usually  by  staple  commodityee,  itt 
is  true  if  yourselves  dwelt  amongst  us,  such  advantage  would  be  very  great,  but 
when  tho  proceeds  of  what  shall  bo  exported  never  return  to  tho  country,  whon 
shall  wo  oxpect  our  advantages?  Somewhat  itidood  will  fall  by  the  way,  which 
will  be  expended  upon  workmen  and  provisions;  but  that  will  hardly  recom- 
pense tho  wood  and  timbor  which  being  in  the  heart  of  tho  townes,  would  have 
iioon  of  flumo  worth  to  us,  if  but  to  save  tho  carriage  of  fetching  it  so  much 
father,  though  our  lauds  should  not  come  into  valluotion,  which  yett  is  known 
to  bo  of  good  worth  in  those  townes,  where  your  present  workes  are;  for  the 
other  particulars  wherein  wee  have  not  granted  your  motion,  viz:— The  liberty 
for  the  whole  time  to  sett  up  the  workes,  tho  reason  of  our  declaring  it  is,  if 
thorn  fl  workes  should  take  up  all  our  fut  placoti  and  whon  tho  tormo  is  expired 
some  of  ours  should  have  means  to  oroct  any  such  workes,  woo  should  looso  the 
bonnofltt  thereof,  &c,  these  considerations  woo  refer  to  your  further  thoughts, 
hopoing  that  you  will  so  coticurr  with  us  therein,  as  all  future  differences  may  bo 
avoyded,  wbicli  we  are  very  unwilling  to  ent«rtaine  with  such  of  our  loving 
friends  (as  we  accomp  you  to  be)  and  yourselves  in  persecution  of  the  reall  in- 
tentions of  our  advantage,  will  please  to  find  out  so  aequill  a  way  whereby  our 
occasions  may  be  comfortably  supplyed,  and  yourselves  encourodged  and 
inablod  to  procoed  on  in  your  undertakings  by  tho  blessing  of  the  Lord,  upon 
which  our  poor  prayers  arc  not  wanting  to.  80  woo  remayno  &co."— Mass. 
Ilea,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  01,  U3.1KI. 
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"  Testimony  of  Henry  Leonard,  hammersmith,  of  the  age  of 
thirty-seven  or  thereabouts.  This  deponent  aaith  That  there 
was  a  small  Heap  of  Coles  at  Brantrey  Forge,  which  was  coaled 
about  nino  years  agoe,  and  these  Coles  Lay  liotting,  nml  noe  uso 
was  made  of  them  before  they  were  spoalyed,  and  Mr.  Gilford, 
being  Agent,  was  to  bring  in  a  new  stock,  which  stock  could  not 
be  Laycd  before  the  Rotten  Coles  were  Removed  because  the  Cat- 
tle Could  not  Turne.  Whereupon,  they  being  well  observed  both 
by  Mr.  Gifford  and  myself,  Mr.  Gifford  gave  me  orders  that  if 
Goodman1  Foster,  or  some  other  of  Braintree,  could  make  any  use 
of  them,  I  should  disuse  of  them.  Whereupon,  Goodman  Foster 
had  about  two  half  Lodes,  and  some  of  the  rest  of  the  neighbours 
thereabout  fetched  some  of  them,  but  they  were  soe  bad,  they 
would  fetch  no  more,  and  Goodman  Foster  took  as  much  paynos 
about  them  as  they  were  worth,  and  although  they  would  serve  his 
Turn,  they  would  not  serve  us  at  the  forge,  and  whereas  Goodman 
Pray  saith  he  gott  out  of  them  to  make  a  great  quantity  of  iron, 
I  know  tho  Labour  that  ho  and  Thos.  Billington  bestowed  about 
drawing  of  them  was  more  than  they  wero  worth.  And  whereas 
Goodman  Pray  saith  ho  mado  so  much  iron  of  thorn,  ho  made 
not  a  quarter  of  a  Tunn  of  these  Coles,  but  did  cast  now  and 
then  a  Baskett  of  them  among  the  other  Coles,  but  they  were 
worth  nothing  to  his  works.  Sworn  before  mo,  Daniel  Dennis- 
son,  Oct.  27th,  1655."— Hist.  Gen.  Rec,  Vol.  XV,  p.  146. 

It  is  very  evident  that  this  attempt  to  establish  iron  works  in 
the  Massachusetts  Colony  never  paid,  for  the  reason  that  it  was 
too  great  an  undertaking  for  the  times.  Tho  apm-senem  of  tho 
population  and  tho  poverty  of  tho  Colonies  could  not,  for  tho 
want  of  sufficient  available  capital,  prosecute  this  much-needed 
enterprize  with  that  degree  of  success  that  was  so  desirable  to 


1.  "  The  application  of  both  official  and  conventional  title*  was  a  matter  of 
careful  observance.  Only  a  small  number  of  i>eraona  of  the  beat  condition  had 
the  designation  Mr.  or  Mrs.  prefixed  to  their  names;  this  respect  was  always 
shown  to  ministers  and  their  wives.  Most  of  the  Deputies  are  designated  in 
Uie  records  by  their  names  only,  without  a  prefix,  unless  they  were  officers  of 
the  Church,  or  of  the  Militia;  in  the  latter  case  they  received  there  appropriate 
title  through  all  the  ranks  from  General  to  Corpora).  (Joodmon  and  Goodwife 
were  the  appropriate  addresses  of  persona  above  the  condition  of  servitude  and 
below  that  of  GenUlity.,,-Palfrey's  Hist,  of  N.  £.,  Vol.  II,  p.  07. 
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its  projectors.  Though  it  proved  a  failure,  no  doubt  this  project 
was  some  advantage  to  the  community,  as  the  Colonists  had  be- 
come somewhat  acquainted  and  instructed  in  the  art  and  skill  so 
much  desired  for  the  manufacturing  of  iron  ware ;  and  it  also 
very  probably  enabled  them,  when  they  removed  to  more  favor- 
able localities  in  more  auspicious  times,  to  successfully  and  prof- 
itably carry  on  the  business  of  fabricating  iron  in  all  its  various 
branches. 

In  the  commencement  of  this  sketch  of  the  iron  works  wo 
alluded  to  the  apparent  discrepancy  of  authors  in  reference  to 
the  location  of  the  Winthrop  grant1  to  the  said  iron  company. 


1.  Tl»o  following  is  tlio  original  grant  of  land  by  the  town  of  Boston  to  tlio 
company  of  iron  works,  in  Braintree:— 

"  Granted  by  the  town  of  Boston  unto  the  Yorn  Works,  two  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  laud,  at  Brantrey,  bounded  on  the  south  and  the 
west  with  Boston  Common,  on  the  north  by  divers  Lotto  belouging  to  Boston, 
on  the  cast  by  Weymouth  lands  and  Weymouth  pond,  also  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  being  bounded  on  the  south,  by  Mr.  Henry  Webb's  farm, 
Monotiquit  Bivcr  on  tlio  west,  and  on  the  north  and  ou  the  oast,  with  oortain 
lotts  of  Boston,  as  appears  by  the  plot  drawn  up  by  Joshua  Fisher,  16-9-1G47, 
and  confirmed  by  the  Selectmen  of  Boston,  23-9-1G47."— Lib.  I,  fol.  73. 

It  is  somewhat  unfortunate  that  the  plans  token  of  this  grant  are  lost,  as  wo 
were  not  able  to  find  them  at  the  City  Clerk's  or  Surveyor's  Office,  nor  at  the 
Register  of  Deeds. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  original  grant  was  made  in  1G43,  but  it  will 
bo  seen  that  tho  land  was  not  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen  of  Boston  until  somo 
four  years  after,  or  in  1G47. 
Tlio  following  is  Mr.  John  A.  Vinton's  version  of  tho  subject:— 
"Kpliriara  Savage  and  Sarah  his  wife  sold  to  John  Hubbard,  merchant,  all 
of  Boston  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  for  and  in  consideration  of  £500  current 
money  have  sold  to  John  Hubbard  of  Boston,  all  that  tract  or  parcell  of  land 
lying,  scituated  in  Brantery,  within  the  County  of  Suffolk,  commonly  called 
Iron  Works  Land,  containing  two  thousand  and  four  hundred  acres  bee  it  more 
or  less,  and  is  part  of  that  three  thousand  acres  formerly  granted  by  tho  Town 
of  Boston  for  tho  company  of  Iron  Workos  according  to  a  plot  thereof  drawn 
and  signed  by  tho  Selectmen  of  said  Boston,  butted  and  bounded  easterly,  on 
the  land  of  John  Holbrook,  (which  was  parcol  of  said  land);  westorly  on  Boston 
Common  Lands;  northerly  part  on  Monaticot  itiver;  part  on  Laud  of  John 
Hull,  Esq.,  and  southerly  upon  Boston  Commons,  or  however  else  bounded, 
with  trees,  timber,  wood,  underwood,  swamps,  herbage,  feedings,  benefits,  lib- 
erties, privilodges,  and  appurtenancos  thereunto  belonging.  It  will  be  seen, 
at  the  time  this  sale  was  made  of  the  iron  company's  land,  that  there  was  no 
forge  or  furnace  mentioned  as  being  on  Monatiquot  river.  Dec.  7,  1U82."— 
Lib.  XII,  fol.  30G,  Suffolk  Deeds. 
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By  further  investigation  wo  have  not  been  ablo  to  satisfactorily 
unravel  this  complicated  matter.  We  have  given  in  a  note, 
the  recorded  bounds  of  the  grant  in  controversy,  and  therefore 
the  readers  can  judge  for  themselves  who  is  right. 

The  following  la  Mr.  James  M.  Bobbins'  idea  of  the  disposition  of  this  grant: 
"  That  by  breach  of  contract  it  reverted  back  to  Boston,  and  in  1711,  was  sold  to 
partios  in  tho  town  of  Milton." 

This  is  a  copy  of  the  legal  conveyance  of  the  land  to  tho  following  gentlemen 
of  Milton  :-"  The  Boston  Selectmen  sold  to  Manasseh  Tucker,  Samuel  Miller, 
John  Wadsworth  and  Moses  Belcher  of  Milton,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  for 
the  consul  .  ration  of  £1500,  sold  certain  Tracts  or  Quantity  of  common  and  cul- 
tivated land  belonging  to  the  town  of  Boston  aforesaid,  commonly  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Blue  Hill  Lands,  containing  by  estimation  3000  acres  bo 
the  same  more  or  loss,  lying  and  situated  withiu  tho  Township  of  Brantrey,  for- 
merly called  Mount  Wollaston  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  as  it  is  Described  aud 
Delineated  on  a  plan  or  draught  thereof  made  and  taken  by  Joshua  Fisher,  Sur- 
veyor, in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1654.  Part  of  the  land  by  him  surveyed  and 
platted  as  aforesaid  lying  on  the  southeasterly  side  having  been  released  by  the 
Town  to  the  Braintrey  Parchasers  and  is  excepted  in  tins  sale.  The  Tract  of 
land  hereby  Intended  and  granted  is  butted  and  bounded  northeasterly  upon  the 
Milton  Line,  southeasterly  by  the  land  late  of  John  Hull,  Esq.,  deceased,  in 
part,  and  partly  by  the  Land  Beleased  as  aforesaid  to  the  Braiutrey  Purchasers 
carrying  now  on  ih.it  side  a  straight  lino  near  south  from  Milton  Lino  aforesaid 
to  the  Kiver,  that  is  to  the  southward  of  Dluo  Hill,  and  bounded  southerly  and 
southwest  upon  the  aforesaid  Biver,  including  also  in  this  grant  a  quantity  of 
meadow,  by  estimation  about  twenty  acres,  and  bounded  westerly  by  Dorclies- 
ter  Lands  or  however  otherwise  the  said  lands  are  bounded,  or  reputed  to  be 
bounded,  having  always  reference  to  the  surveyor's  plan  or  draught.  May  17, 
1711. "-Lib.  XXVI,  fol.  5. 

The  released  lands  montioued  in  the  above  instrument  are  tboso  which  wero 
in  controversy  between  Boston  and  Braintree  for  about  half  a  century,  and 
c rivaled  a  bitter  fouling  lwtwoon  tho  two  towns.  This  roloase  can  1h>  scon  in 
Lib.  XV111,  fol.  37. 

It  will  be  observed  that  tho  bounds  of  the  land  in  controversy  do  not  corre- 
spond with  the  bounds  of  the  original  grout  to  Mr.  Winlhrop,  as  it  is  impossible 
for  us  to  conceive  how  the  Braintree  lauds  could  be  bounded  on  the  Woymonth 
pond. 
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The  establishment  of  glass  works  at  Braintree,  in  that  part  of 
Qnincy  now  called  Germantown,  grew  out  of  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  to  settlo  a  German  Colony  in  tho  western  part  of  the 
Province  of  Massachusetts,  and  also  two  other  townships  in  its 
Eastern  Province,  now  included  in  the  State  of  Maine. 

Mr.  Joseph  Crcllius,  from  Franconia,  Germany,  came  to  Phil- 
adelphia where  he  resided  a  few  years,  and  from  whence  he 
removed  to  Massachusetts.  On  his  arrival,  he  opened  negotia- 
tions with  tho  Governor  and  General  Court  in  reference  to  the 
importation  of  a  Colony  or  Colonies  of  German  Protestants 
into  the  Province  by  a  petition  and  othcrwiso  for  that  purpose.1 
After  considerable  management,  he  succeeded  in  having  four 


1.  "Jan.  .1,  1749.  The  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court  to  tako 
into  consideration  the  importation  of  Protestant  Germans,  made  the  following 
report,  which  after  it*  amendment  wan  accepted  and  adopted  :— 

"The  committee  to  consider  Homo  proper  m  an  agomo  n  t  for  improving  tho  natu- 
ral ml  van  [;i^m  of  tho  noil,  and  having  mot  and  coiniidorod  of  tho  affair,  report 
as  follows,  vis  :— That  it  would  be  of  public  benefitt  to  import  foreign  Protes- 
tants to  settle  within  this  Province,  are  therefore  of  an  opinion  that  tho  law 
which  in  any  measure  have  a  Tcndancy  to  disuago  such  importation  be  super- 
seeded  or  Explained. 

"The  committee  also  propose  that  there  be  two  townships  of  six  miles  square 
allowed  them  to  settle  in,  vis  :— The  westward  township  lately  laid  out,  at  or 
near  Massachusetts  Fort,  and  one  other  Township  east  thereof  and  adjoining 
thereto,  Ikj  the  town  for  theso  pur|K»ses. 

"That  there  Iks  granted  to  each  family  that  shall  settle  in  cither  of  said  towns 
ono  hundred  acres,  and  a  further  grant  of  twenty-five  acres  to  each  son  of  such 
families  between  sixteen  and  twenty-one  years  of  age  for  the  benefit  of  son 
when  he  shall  arrive  at  ago.  That  each  single  man  that  shall  settle  iu  either 
aforesaid  Towns,  there  be  granted  fifty-one  acres  of  laud. 

"The  committee  also  report  that  tho  following  Itonnty  be  allowed  to  tho 
importer  of  foreign  Protestant  indented  servants,  vta :— For  each  servant  that  Is 
to  serve  fivo  years,  five  dollars;  for  four  years,  four  dollars;  for  three  years, 
three  dollars,  aud  so  ou,  if  sold  withiu  the  province,  provided  if  said  servant 
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townships  granted  him ;  two  of  which  were  located  at  Fort  Mas- 
sachusetts and  were  to  contain  seven  square  miles  of  territory, 
(this  grant  of  land  is  now  included  within  the  limits  of  the 
towns  of  Lee  and  Williamston,  in  the  western  part  of  the  Com- 
monwealth). The  other  two  wore  to  Ikj  surveyed  and  laid  out 
from  the  head  of  Sebago  pond,  now  in  Cumberland  County, 
Stato  of  Maine,  nnd  were  to  contain  six  square  miles. 

These  grants  were  made  on  the  condition  that  Mr.  ('roll ins 
should  import  one  hundred  and  twenty  German  Protestant  fam- 
ilies into  each  of  the  said  townships  within  three  years,  and  also 
provide  a  learned  Orthodox  minister  for  two  years,  in  each  of 
them.  Mr.  Crellius  not  fulfilling  his  agreement  with  the  gov- 
ernment within  the  specified  time,  the  Legislature  revoked  his 
grants.  Thus  failed  the  project  of  establishing  glass  works  in 
the  towns  of  Lee  and  Williamston,  Cumberland  County,  Maine, 


Mr.  Crellius,  not  being  disheartened  by  his  failure  to  settle  his 
former  granted  townships,  devised  the  plan  of  organizing  an- 
other company  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  glass  manufac- 
tory. This  company  consisted  of  the  following  persons,  viz: — 
John  Franklin,  tallow  chandler;  Norton  Quincy,  merchant; 
Peter  Etter,  stocking  weaver,  all  of  Boston ;  and  Joseph  Crel- 
lius, late  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia.  Isaac  Winslow  was  after- 
wards added.  This  company,  in  1750,  leased  of  Col.  John 
Quincy  Shed's  Neck,  said  at  that  time  to  comprise  one  hundred 
acres ;  for  ten  shillings  per  acre.  This  association  immediately 
hod  Shed's  Neck  surveyed  and  laid  out  into  lots,  with  ample, 
pleasant  and  commodious  streets  and  squares;  which  squares 
were  sufficiently  Germanized  by  such  names  as  Bern,  Hanover, 
Hague,  Zuric  and  Blenheim,  as  to  make  it  a  German  town.  The 


be  afterward  sold  out  of  the  Province,  the  vendor  shall  repay  the  bounty  afore- 
said. The  committee  further  report  for  the  incouragemont  of  raising  winter 
wheat  within  the  Province,  there  be  paid  to  each  jxirsou  who  shall  raiso  and 
convey  to  market  and  sell  in  oithor  town  such  wheat,  shall  bo  allowed  eight 
lience  per  bushell,  and  for  each  hundred  of  tlower  two  shillings  lawful  money. 

*•  This  report  ou  its  passage  was  amended  by  graining  four  townships  iustead 
of  two."— Mass.  Arch. 

It  appears  by  this  report  that  the  sale  of  indentured  pcrsous  into  servitude 
was  allowed  In  Massachusetts  at  this  time. 


in  1749. 
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squares  and  streets  were  extensively  ornamented  with  native 
and  exotic  trees  and  shrubs.  The  plan  of  Germantown,  after  it 
had  been  completed,  was  recorded  in  the  company's  books;  in 
which  tltcy  say,  "  this  tract  of  land  is  intended  for  a  town,  to  bo 
called  Germantown,  and  we,  the  joint  proprietors  of  said  tract 
of  land,  having  at  heart  to  promote  the  increase,  settling  and 
improvement  of  the  said  town  for  manufacturing  purposes." 

We  are  unable  to  devise  the  reason  why  this  company  did  not 
commence  business  at  Germantown,  but  such  appears  to  have 
been  the  fact,  as  in  1752,  Aug.  27th,  they  released  this  township1 

1 .  "  This  Indenture  betweon  John  Franklin  of  Boston,  Norton  Qaincy,  mer- 
chant, Totcr  Ettor,  Boston,  Stocking  Weaver,  Joseph  Crellius,  late  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  and  now  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Hay,  aforesaid  mer- 
chant, Proprietors  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  on  Shed's  Neck,  now  called  Ger- 
mantown of  the  one  part,  and  Joseph  Falmcr,  and  Richard  Cranch  hoth  of 
Boston  aforesaid,  cardmakers  of  the  other  part,  witnesscth,  that  the  said  John 
Franklin,  Norton  Quincy,  Peter  Rttor,  Joseph  Crellius  and  Isaao  Winslow,  for 
and  in  consideration  of  the  payment  of  the  yearly  rent  and  performance  of  the 
covenant  and  agreement  hereinafter  monlionod  on  the  part  of  tho  said  Joseph 
Palmer,  and  Richard  Cranch,  their  heirs  and  assigns  to  he  paid  and  performed, 
have  and  hereby  do  grant,  bargain,  sell  and  release,  convey  and  confirm  nnto 
them  the  said  Joseph  Palmer  and  Richard  Cranch,  their  heirs  and  assigns  for- 
ever all  those  seventeen  lots  or  parcels  of  ground  being  part  of  a  certain  tract  of 
land  on  Shed's  Neck,  aforesaid,  now  called  Germantown,  situated  and  being  in 
tho  town  of  Rruintree,  in  the  County  of  8uffolk  aforesaid,  that  is  to  say,  two 
Lotts  in  Bern  Square  being  nnmberod  in  tho  original  general  plan  of  German- 
town,  aforesaid,  No.  one  and  fifty-two  which  are  together  butted  and  bounded 
as  follows,  vir.:— Southerly  by  Sumner  Street,  and  there  measuring  sixty  feet, 
southwesterly  by  Weymouth  Street,  and  there  they  measured  forty  feet,  north- 
westerly by  lott  No.  two  in  Bern  Square  aforesaid,  and  there  measuring  sixty 
fect,  and  northwesterly  by  tho  lott  No.  fifty  on  Hem  Square  aforesaid  and  there 
they  measure  forty  feet.  Two  other  Lotto  in  Hanover  Square,  being  numbered 
on  said  plan  four  and  five  which  are  together  butted  and  bounded  as  follows, 
vis:— Southwesterly  by  Weymouth  Street,  and  there  they  measure  fifty-two 
foot,  north  westerly  by  T/ott  numbered  six  in  Ilanovor  Sqiiaro,  aforesaid,  and 
there  they  measure  fifty-two  feet,  and  southwesterly  by  lott  number  three  on 
Hanover  8qnare  aforesaid,  and  there  they  measure  fifty-two  feet,  and  two  other 
lotts  in  Hague  Square  being  numbered  on  plan  ono  and  two,  which  are  together 
butted  and  bounded,  viz:— Southeasterly  on  Winter  Street,  and  there  fifty  feet, 
and  southwesterly  by  Weymouth  Street  aud  there  they  measure  fifty-two  feet. 
Northwesterly  by  lott  number  three  In  Hague  Square  aforesaid,  and  there  they 
measuro  fifty  feet,  northeasterly  by  lott  number  thirty  in  Hague  Squaro,  afore- 
said, and  tliero  they  measuro  fifty-two  foot,  aud  also  two  other  lotts  In  Zuric 
Square  being  numbered  on  said  plan  fourteen  and  fifteen,  which  said  lotts  aro 
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to  Gen.  Joseph  Palmer  and  Mr.  Richard  Cranch,  who  were  in- 
structed by  the  tenor  of  the  lease  to  begin  immediately  building 
operations,  which  they  did  by  having  constructed  chocolate 
mills,  spermaceti  and  glass  works,  stocking  weaving,  salt  man- 
together  1 'nt tc<l  ami  bounded  as  follows,  vis:— Southwesterly  by  Woymoulh 
Street  ami  there  measuring  forty  foot,  northwesterly  by  Winter  Street  and  there 
they  measure  sixty  feet,  northeustorly  by  loU  numbered  Mixloou  ill  Zuric  Square, 
aforesaid,  and  there  they  measured  forty  feet,  and  southeasterly  hy  lott  num- 
bered thirteen  in  Zuric  Square  aforesaid,  and  there  measure  sixty  feet,  also  eight 
water  lotU,  opposite  Menheim  Square,  being  numbered  on  said  plan,  nine,  ten, 
eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifteen  and  sixteen,  whieh  said  lotts  are 
together  hutted  and  bounded  as  follows,  vis:— Northeasterly  by  south wost. 
Water  Street,  and  there  they  measure  ouo  hundred  and  sixty  feet,  southeast  hy 
water  lotts  number  eight  opposite  Menheim  Square,  aforesaid,  and  there  they 
measure  from  southwest,  Water  Street  the  whole  dlstauco  to  low  water  be  it 
mora  or  less,  southwesterly  by  the  salt  water,  and  there  they  measure  one  huu- 
dred  and  sixty  feet  at  low  water,  and  northwesterly  by  Pleasaut  Street,  and 
there  they  measure  from  southwest  Water  street  the  whole  distance  to  low  water 
be  it  more  or  less,  and  also  part  of  two  other  water  lotts  opposite  to  Menheim 
Square  aforesaid  being  numbered  on  said  plan  seven  and  eight,  which  said  part 
of  said  lotts  are  butted  and  bounded  as  follows,  viz:— Northwesterly  by  south- 
west Water  street  und  there  it  measures  forty  feet,  southeasterly  by  water  lott 
number  six  opposite  Mouhoim  Square  ami  there  it  measures  ninety  feet,  south- 
westerly by  the  other  part  of  the  aforesaid  Water  lott  numbered  seven  and 
eight,  and  there  it  measures  forty  feet,  and  north  westerly  by  the  aforementioned 
Water  lott  number  nine,  and  there  it  measures  ninety  feet,  together  with  all  the 
ways,  passages,  waters,  watercourses,  priviledges,  liberties,  profits,  com  mod  a- 
tion,  advantages,  hereditaments  and  appurtenances  whatsoever,  to  all  and  every 
or  either  of  the  said  seventeen  lotts  of  ground  belonging  or  lu  any  wise  apper- 
taining as  by  survey  on  general  plan  on  the  records  of  the  said  original  plan  of 
said  proprietors.   The  said  Joseph  Palmer  and  Itichard  <  'ranch,  thoir  heirs  and 
assigns  to  tho  only  proper  use  and  behoof  of  thorn  the  said  Joseph  I'almcr  and 
Richard  Cranch.  their  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  yelding  and  paying  thereof 
and  thereunto  the  said  John  Franklin.  Norton  Quiucy,  Peter  Etter,  Joseph 
Crolliusaud  Isaac  Winslow,  their  heirs  aud  assigns,  at  or  upon  tho  twenty-fifth 
day  of  March  forever,  in  every  year  from  and  aftor  tho  twenty-fifth  day  of  De- 
cember next  ousuiug  tho  day  of  the  date  hereof,  tho  yearly  rent  of  livo  shillings 
sterling,  lawful  mouey  of  Great  Britain,  for  each  und  every  said  seventeon  lotts 
or  the  value  thereof  in  current  lawful  money  of  tho  Province  of  Massachusetts 
Hay,  aforesaid,  unto  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  from  time  to  time  bo  ap- 
pointed hy  them,  the  said  proprietors,  their  heirs  aud  assigns,  to  receive  tho 
same,  and  further  the  said  Joseph  Palmer  aud  Hichard  Cranch,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  making,  erecting,  building,  finishing,  upon  some  part  of  the  above 
grauted  premises  at  their  own  proper  cost  and  charges,  one  or  more  substantial 
dwelling  bouse  or  houses,  of  no  loss  value  than  fifty  pouuds  sterling,  with  good 
chimuey  or  chimuies  of  brick  or  stone,  to  bo  laid  in  or  built  with  limo  aud  sand, 
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ufacturing,  in  whioh  common  salt,  medicinal  salts  and  saltpetre, 
were  manufactured. 

In  the  meantime  a  number  of  the  German  emigrants1  ordered 
by  Mr.  Crcllins  for  his  former  plantations,  had  arrived  at  Boston, 
very  poor,  without  friends  or  money,  and  in  a  suffering  condi- 

within  the  space  of  one  year  from  tlio  day  of  the  date  hereof,  the  said  dwelling 
house  or  houses  to  bo  hnilt  agreeable  to  tho  plan  and  regulations  fixed  in  said 
record  for  the  building  of  houses  at  Germantown  aforesaid,  Provided,  always, 
nevertheless  that  the  yearly  rent  of  five  shillings  per  lott  sterling,  lawful  money 
of  Great  Britain,  shall  he  paid,  &c. 

"Signed,  Sealod,  Delivered,  in  the  presence  of  Edward  Wlnslow  and  John 
Winniott,  Suffolk,  Boston,  Aug.  27th,  1752. 

"  Tho  abovo-namcd  John  Franklin,  Isaac  Winslow,  Peter  Ettor  and  Norton 
Quincy,  and  Peter  Etter  as  Attorney  to  Joseph  Crellius,  personally  appeared 
and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  to  be  their  free  act  and  deed. 
Coram.  Joshua  Winslow,  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Aug.  27th,  1762." — Suffolk 
Records,  Lib.  LXXXI,  fol.  109. 

1.  It  appears  that  according  to  tho  agreement  between  the  Gorman  omigrants 
and  those  who  were  to  transport  them  to  America,  that  their  rations  worn  to  be 
of  a  substantial  nature,  and  of  a  sufltr.iont  quantity;  and  also,  that  sanitary 
regulations  were  to  bo  strictly  attended  to. 

"Tho  said  Isaac  and  Zachary  Hope  shall  furnish  ns  with  a  good,  tight  and 
commodious  ship  that  sails  well,  and  cause  us  to  be  transported  on  board  of 
said  ship  to  onr  destination.  Fixed  bed-rooms  or  cabin  are  to  bo  made  in  the 
ship  six  feet  long  and  one  and  a  half  broad,  for  every  whole  freight.  The  said 
Isaac  aud  Zachary  Hope  are  to  victual  the  ship  with  very  good  provisions,  vis: 
Good  Bread,  Syrup,  Butter,  Chcoso,  Bear,  Good  Fish,  Water  and  other  neces- 
saries. The  ship  is  to  be  purified  twice  a  day  with  vinegar  and  juniper  berries, 
and  to  can  so  fresh  air  to  circulate  froely  through  the  ship,  and  overy  whole 
freight  shall  daily  rcceivo  tho  following  rations: — 

"Sunday,  ono  pound  of  Beef  boiled  witli  Rice;  Monday,  Barley  and  8ymp; 
Tuesday,  ono  pound  of  Flour  of  Wheat;  Wednesday,  one  pound  of  Bacon 
with  Peas;  Thursday,  ono  pound  of  Beef  boiled  with  Rice;  Friday,  one  pound 
of  Flour  of  Wheat  and  ono  pound  of  Butter;  Saturday,  ono  pound  of  Bacon, 
ono  |M>nnd  of  Choose  and  six  pounds  of  Broad  for  tho  wholo  wcok.  Evory  day 
one  quart  of  Ituar  (as  long  as  it  remains  drinkable),  ami  two  quarts  for  ovury 
wholo  freight,  whoever  desires  Braudy  shall  receive  the  same  every  morn ing, 
and  such  as  love  Tobacco  shall  have  one  i»ound  for  their  journey,  at  their  sot- 
ting out.  They  shall  have  liberty  in  time  of  fair  weather  to  dress  their  victuals 
for  themselves  and  their  children,  and  for  that  purpose  to  make  use  of  the  fire 
from  six  o'clock  in  tho  morning  to  six  at  night,  and  to  bo  on  deck.  Such  as  are 
sick  shall  especially  be  entitled  to  have  the  use  of  the  fire  aud  water  as  often  as 
they  desire  it.  All  sorts  of  Spices  and  Wine  shall  bo  put  on  board  tho  ship  to 
bo  used  for  their  refreshment,  in  order  to  take  the  better  care  of  the  sick."— 
Mass.  Arch. 
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tion.  To  relievo  them  of  their  distress,  the  General  Court,  Jan. 
1st,  1752,  passed  an  order  requesting  the  commissary  department 
of  the  Province  to  supply  Mr.  Peter  Ettcr  with  beds  and  blank- 
ets for  the  "poor  suffering  Palitines,"  and  if  there  was  not  a 
sufficient  supply,  the  commissary  was  ordered  to  purchase  the 
number  required.1 

Jan.  8th,  1752.  Mr.  Peter  Etter,  interpreter  for  the  German 
and  French  Protestant  emigrants,  informed  the  Government  that 
twelve  of  these  families  had  concluded  an  engagement  with 
Palmer  and  Cranch,  at  Braintree.  It  would  seem  from  this 
account,  that  this  was  the  first  coming  of  the  Germans  to  what 
is  now  Quincy,  and  quito  agrees  with  the  town  records,  as  several 
months  after,  wo  find  the  following  German  marriages  solem- 
nised by  Col.  John  Quincy,  recorded  in  the  town  records,  viz:— 
George  Mearsh  (afterwards  spelled  Mears),  and  Mary  Elisabeth 
Bebsten,  Dec.  24th,  1752;  Geo.  Martin  Stubing  and  Earnestian 
Gezer,  March  6th,  1753;  Frederick  Syder  and  Christian  Solomy 
Ilarskrthin,  March  20th,  1753  ;  George  Briesncr  (now  called 
Bricsler),  and  Elizabeth  Ilardwig,  Oct.  5th,  1753.  The  recent 
decease  of  Mr.  John  Bricsler,  the  last  of  this  old  German  family 
in  the  regular  malo  line  of  descent,  has  caused  the  name  to  be- 
come extinct.  We  will  not  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  the 
orthography  of  these  names,  but  have  given  them  as  we  have 
found  them. 

"Nov.  27th,  1752,  Mr.  Isaac  Winslow  mcmoriliscd  tho  Legis- 
lature to  grant  the  company  a  patent  for  a  term  of  years,  for  the 
reason  of  having  been  at  an  expense  of  hundreds  of  pounds  ster- 
ling in  erecting  a  glass-house  at  Gorinantown,  and  as  they  shall 
have  to  incur  an  expense  of  two  thousand  pounds  sterling  more 
before  they  can  derive  any  advantage  from  glass  making,  they 
therefore  aske  this  monopoly ;  which  was  granted  them." 

This  right  to  the  exclusive  manufacturing  of  glass  did  not 

1.  "  TJio  committeo  on  emigration  roportod  that  tlio  commissary  bo  directed 
to  supply  Mr.  l'eter  Etter  with  blanket*  and  IkmI*  now  in  his  bauds,  for  tlio  use 
of  Uie  poor  Palitinea  who  are  now  suffering  by  reason  of  the  severity  of  the 
season,  tlie  blankets  and  beds  to  bo  returned  when  tho  Germans  are  done  with 
them,  and  in  case  the  commissary  has  not  a  number  sufllcient,  lie  is  then  direc- 
ted to  purchase  so  many  as  shall  be  wanted  to  euabio  him  to  comply  with  this 
order."— Houso  Journal. 
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relieve  their  troubles.  The  Province  and  towns,  at  this  time, 
were  sparsely  peopled,  and  the  inhabitants  wero  obliged  to  use 
the  utmost  frugality  and  industry  to  procure  a  subsistence ;  they 
had  not  the  means  to  enable  them  to  support  manufactories  of 
this  kind,  and  these  several  industries  at  Germantown  soon  l>c- 
enme  embarrassed  for  the  want  of  business,  and  the  destruction 
of  their  buildings  by  fire.  These  embarrassments  caused  Mr. 
Palmer,  April  2d,  175G,  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  assist- 
ance, by  granting  him  the  privilege  of  establishing  a  lottery  or 
lotteries,  for  the  pur]K>se  of  raising  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  reasons  assigned  why  his  peti- 
tion should  be  granted  : — 

"  Having  been  at  great  expense  in  carrying  on  manufacturing 
at  a  place  called  Germantown ;  that  he,  with  others,  have  suf- 
fered great  loss  by  fire  and  otherwise,  whereby  they  are  wholly 
discouraged  from  proceeding  further  in  the  company's  concerns. 
But  being  desirous  of  carrying  on  potash  and  cyder  manufactor- 
ing,  he  has  purchased  a  suitable  piece  of  land  and  agreed  with 
the  workmen  for  this  end  ;  but  finding  himself  unable  to  execute 
his  designs  without  some  help,  and  praying  such  assistence  (by 
way  of  a  lottery  or  otherwise),  as  the  Court  shall  deem  meet." 
John  Hartwig  and  others  of  said  Germantown,  petitioned  in  aid 
of  said  Palmer's  petition,  "We,  the  lalwurrcrs  lately  employed 
in  the  manufactories  carried  on  there,  setting  fourth  the  difficul- 
ties they  aro  under  by  the  means  of  the  failure  of  the  same,  and 
praying  their  circumstances  may  be  taken  into  consideration, 
and  such  assistance  may  be  afforded  to  some  meet  person  who 
shall  undertake  the  same  whereby  they  may  be  still  continued 
in  the  business  they  for  some  time  passed  have  been  employed 
in,  or  that  they  may  bo  otherwise  relieved."    Aug.  17th,  1756. 

Mr.  Palmer's  petition  was  called  up  in  the  house,  and  referred 
to  the  next  setting  of  the  Court.  After  a  great  deal  of  manage- 
ment and  "log  rolling,"  with  both  houses  of  the  General  Court, 
the  bill  was  finally  passed,  April  25th,  1757,  granting  Mr.  Palmer 
and  others  tho  right  to  establish  a  lottery,1  and  the  use  of  the 

I.  "  An  act  for  KainiiiR  n  mini  of  money  by  Jxrttcry  for  tho  encouragement 
of  a  settlement  called  Germantown  in  the  town  of  liraintree:— 
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Representatives'  Hall  in  its  recess,  to  draw  the  lottery  or  lot- 
teries in;  also, the  use  of  the  Province  boxes.  1 5 y  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  granting  Mr.  Palmer  the  right  to  establish  a  lottery, 
he  was  to  employ  at  least  twenty  persons  in  his  various  factories, 
a  list  of  whose  names  were  to  be  transmitted  yearly  to  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, that  they  might  be  exempted  from  draft  and  all 
military  duty.  By  the  return  made  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  in  1757,  we  are  able  to  give  all  the  names  of 
the  male  members  of  this  Colony,  who  were  subject  to  mili- 
tary duty,  viz:  —  John  Peter  Hartwig,  Henry  Hard  wig  alias 
Frederick  Phillip  Hardwig,  John  Ilardwig,  Philip  Hardwig, 
Adam  Ilardwig,  George  Bricsler,  Geo.  Martin  Stubing,  Henry 
Wansell,  Conrad  Sohrontenbrack,  John  Stole,  Conrad  llach, 

"  Whereas  this  court  are  willing  to  give  due  encourageineut  to  Huch  foreign 
Protestants  as  are  come  over  the  sea  to  reshle  within  this  Province,  those  who 
have  particularly  settled  together  in  a  place  called  Germantown  within  the 
township  of  Brain  tree  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  and  for  divers  years  past  have 
carried  on  certain  Manufactures  there,  whereon  they  altogether  depend  for  a 
Livelihood.  And  whereas  Joseph  Palmer  of  said  Germantown,  Gentleman, 
hath  represented  that  said  Manufacture,  (particularly  that  of  Glass)  wherein  ho 
is  principal  adventurer,  are  hy  the  consumption  of  some  of  the  Buildings  by 
Fire  and  otherwise,  declined  and  gone  to  decay  and  hath  therefore  prayed  for 
the  aid  of  this  Court 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives:— 
"  That  John  Qui ncy,  Josiah  Quincy,  Thomas  Plucher.and  Isaac  Winslow, 
Esq.,  with  Edward  Jackson,  Merchant,  all  of  tho  County  of  Suffolk,  or  any 
three  of  them,  ho  and  hereby  are  allowed  and  im|>owercd  to  set  up  and  carry  on 
ono  or  more  Lottery  or  Lotteries,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  such  a  sum  as 
by  drawing  or  deducting  tun  nor  cent,  uut  of  tho  saino,  or  out  of  oach 
Prize  or  Benefit  Ticket  may  raise  the  sum  of  Twelve  lluiidrod  uud  fifteen 
pound*,  and  no  more,  and  that  the  said  sum  by  them  or  any  three  of  them,  ap- 
plied within  twelve  mouths  from  and  after  drawing  the  first  Lottery  aforesaid 
(in  the  first  place)  to  the  payment  of  the  charges  of  such  a  Lottery  or  Lotteries, 
and  then  the  remaiuder  to  the  Erecting  on  the  said  Joseph's  Laud  such  Build- 
iugs  and  conveniences,  for  carrying  on  the  Manufautury  aforesaid,  as  by  tho 
said  Joseph  shall  be  thought  most  suitable  for  that  purpose,  aud  for  Repairing 
such  as  remain  uncousumod  by  Eire,  and  that  the  said  John  Quincy,  Josiah 
Quincy,  Thomas  Fluchor,  Isaac  Winslow,  Esq.,  Edward  Jackson,  or  any  three 
of  them,  bo  the  managers  of  said  Lotterie  aud  impowered  to  make  all  suitable 
and  necessary  Rules  for  the  management  thereof,  and  shall  be  sworn  to  tho 
faithful  Discharge  of  the  said  trust  and  as  well  as  the  said  managers,  as  tho  said 
Joseph  shall  enter  into  Bond*  of  Die  Province  Treasurer  that  the  Bum  so  ruised 
shall  be  applied  as  soou  as  may  bo  to  the  purposo  designed  as  aforesaid,  aud 
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John  Hilt,  Jacob  Lewis,  George  Smousc,  David  Vosc,  John 
Walter  Roach,  Martin  Grayner,  Buckliart  Bricsler,  Andrew 
Winter,  Jncob  Buckhart. 

W c  have  scarchod  the  records  vory  carefully  to  find  out  the 
result  of  these  lotteries,  but  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  any- 
thing definite  in  reference  to  the  matter.  Wo  arc  quite  confi- 
dent that  it  proved  a  failure,  as  the  company  continued  to  Btrug- 
glo  on  in  their  embarrassments  until  17G0,  when  they  mortgaged 
sixteen  township  lots  to  Mr.  Flucher  for  eight  hundred  pounds 
sterling.  It  was  at  this  time  that  a  completo  failure  took  place, 
and  this  German  Colony  broko  up,  and  a  largo  portion  of  them 
went  to  their  German  friends  at  Broad  Bay,  now  Woldoborough, 
in  the  State  of  Maine.  This  enterprise  from  the  beginning,  was 
unsuccessful  and  unremunerative,  and  must  have  occasioned  a 
great  loss  to  those  who  had  invested  their  capital  in  it.  The 
ware  manufactured  here  was  of  the  coarsest  of  green  glass,  such 
as  junk  bottles,  etc.,  for  which  there  was  no  great  demand,  and 
the  other  manufactures  proved  equally  as  abortive 

they  shall  bo  and  are  hereby  declared  answerablo  to  the  owners  of  the  Ticket* 
in  case  of  any  deficiency  or  misconduct 

"  And  be  it  fnrther  enacted,  That  said  Joseph  shall  give  bond  (with  sufficient 
suritiea)  of  such  Tenor  and  Form,  as  a  committee  of  this  Court  (to  bo  chosen) 
shall  direct,  for  the  carrying  on  the  Manufactories  heretofore  begun  there,  for 
tiro  term  of  seven  years  next  aftor  tho  said  Ituildings  and  Conveniences  are  fin- 
ished, and  that  ho,  his  Heirs  or  Assigns,  will  employ  therein  at  loast  twenty 
Manufacturers,  a  list  of  whose  names  shall  bo  transmitted  yearly  by  the  said 
Joseph,  his  Heirs  or  Assigns,  sometimo  in  the  month  of  February,  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief for  the  time  being,  which  said  twenty  men  shall  be  exempted 
from  impress  and  all  military  duty  so  long  as  they  continue  in  said  Manufac- 
tories. 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  said  Joseph,  his  Heirs  aud  Assigns, 
shall  not  carry  on  or  cause  to  bo  carried  on,  the  said  Manufactories  for  and  dur- 
ing tho  term  of  soven  years  as  aforesaid,  in  such  a  manner  that  at  loast  twenty 
Manufacturers  shall  bo  therein  employed,  thou  and  in  that  case  tho  said  Build- 
ing and  Couveuiencics,  together  with  the  laud  whereon  they  shall  bo  erected, 
shall  become  the  Property  of  the  Province,  and  tho  said  Joseph,  his  Heirs  or 
Assigns,  execute  nnd  deliver  to  tho  Province  Treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  a 
sufficient  I  >eed  of  Conveyance  of  such  land  and  Promises  for  the  uso  of  the 
Province  Treasurer,  the  net  Proceeds  of  such  lottery  or  I/otterics  at  the  election 
of  said  Joseph,  his  Heirs  and  Asaigus.  Provided  that  the  Lottery  or  lotteries 
hereby  allowed  shall  not  be  set  up  before  tho  first  day  of  September."— Enacted 
April  25tb,  1757. 
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Tlio  tradition  that  the  Germans  who  came  to  Brain  tree,  now 
Quincy,  were  induced  to  by  deception  and  unfair  dealings,  we 
think  a  mistake,  for  the  reason  that  the  company  here  held  no 
largo  grants  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  colonization.  General 
Palmer  and  Mr.  Richard  Cranch,  who  had  leased  Gerinantown, 
were  gentlemen  of  the  highest  character  for  honor  and  integrity, 
and  above  such  sinister  statements.  Neither  had  they  anything 
to  do  with  the  importations  of  these  unfortunate  emigrants,  as 
those  whom  they  had  engaged  to  work  for  them  had  already 
arrived  in  Boston  for  the  purpose  of  settling  defunct  townships 
in  the  western  and  eastern  parts  of  the  Province.  Evidently 
this  error  grew  out  of  the  statements  made  by  the  Germans  who 
had  emigrated  to  this  Province  by  the  questionable  induce- 
ments held  out  to  them  by  deceptive  advertisements  circulated 
over  a  large  part  of  Germany,  to  encourago  them  to  como  and 
settle  these  contemplated  townships  within  the  western  and 
eastern  frontier  Province  of  Massachusetts. 

Tho  German  settlement  in  the  State  of  Maine  began  somo 
seven  years  previous  to  tho  attempt  to  colonize  western  Massa- 
chusetts. As  early  as  1742,  Gen.  Samuel  Waldo  having  como 
in  possession  of  a  large  patent  of  land  in  the  then  eastern  fron- 
tier Province  of  Massachusetts,1  now  in  the  State  of  Maino, 
through  his  agent  in  Germany,  Mr.  Sebastian  Suberbuhler,  in- 
duced a  number  of  Gorman  families  to  come  to  this  Province  on 
certain  conditions,'  which  were  agreed  to,  and  they  embarked 

1.  Maine  Hint.  Coll.,  Vol.  VI,  p.  310;  also,  see  map  hi  Sullivan's  History  of 
Maiuo. 

2.  "  To  His  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  the  Province  of  }fas$achu$ettt : — 
"  The  subscribers  for  themselves  and  their  Palatine  Brethren. 

"That  your  Petitioners  are  natives  of  Germany,  where  most  of  them  enjoyed 
houses  and  laud,  which  they  sold  in  order  to  settle  in  New  England,  upon  tlte 
followiug  conditions  enumerated  in  a  certain  paper  signed  by  Samuel  Waldo, 
Esq.,  and  Sebastian  Suberbuhler,  printed  in  high  Dutch  and  dispersed  in  Ger- 
many, whioh  conditions  were,  that  Samuel  Waldo,  Esq.,  should  provide  a  ves- 
sell  or  ves*ells  at  ItoUerdam,  for  the  Transportation  of  a  number  of  Palatines  to 
New  England,  and  in  case  said  vessell  or  vessells  should  nut  be  reudy  to  sail  on 
eight  days  from  the  timoof  the  Palatines  coming  to  llottordam,  then  said  Waldo 
was  to  pay  them  thirty  pounds  sterling  per  day  Demurage,  after  the  expiratiou 
of  said  eight  days,  and  in  cose  the  vessells  were  retarded  by  the  Palatines,  then 
tliey  were  to  pay  said  Waido  liftoou  pouuds  sterling  per  day  Demurago. 
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from  Holland,  find  arrived  at  Marblehcad  in  October,  1742,  from 
whence  they  sailed  to  what  proved  to  have  been  the  inhospitable 
shores  of  Broad  Bay.  On  arriving  there,  they  found  no  one  to 
receive  them,  and  they  were  obliged  to  make  such  arrangements 


"  That  Mr.  Waldo,  against  their  arrival  at  Broad  Bay,  in  New  England,  was 
to  bnild  and  finish  at  li is  own  expense  for  their  reception,  two  houses  of  thirty- 
five  feet  square,  two  stories  high,  and  also  a  Church ;  on  each  of  which  houses 
he  was  to  lay  out  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  on  the  Church  two  hundred 
pounds  sterling. 

"That  Mr.  Waldo  should  pay  at  his  own  cost,  an  Engineer,  one  hundred 
pounds  sterling  per  annum,  for  the  U>rm  of  three  years,  a  minister  for  seventy 
pounds  sterling  per  annum,  a  schoolmaster,  thirty  pounds  sterling  per  annum, 
each  for  the  term  of  ton  years. 

"  That  Mr.  Waldo  should  have  a  convenient  spot  of  Land  plotted  out  for  a 
town,  in  which  each  family  should  have  lotted  out  one-quartor  of  an  acre  for  a 
house  lott,  that  sixty  thousand  acres  should  be  laid  out  and  appropriated  for 
settling  Palatines. 

"  That  Mr.  Waldo  should  provide  the  following  stock  for  their  support,  viz:— 
One  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  of  Boef,  twenty  thousand  pounds  of 
pork,  sixty  thousand  pounds  of  Flower,  sixty  thousand  pounds  of  coarso  Flower, 
four  thousand  llushnllsof  Tndian  Corn,  four  thousand  Bnshell  of  Salt,  ouo-half 
to  bo  delivered  on  their  arrival,  the  other  half  in  six  months  after,  which  was 
to  be  delivered  in  the  following  manner,  vis:— To  each  person  above  ton  years 
of  age,  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  Beef,  fifty  pounds  of  Pork,  ono  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  of  Flower,  ten  Bushell  of  Indian  Corn,  ono  Bushell  of 
Salt;  to  each  person  under  ten  years,  half  of  the  Quantity. 

"That  Mr.  Waldo  should  supply  each  Family  with  a  Cow  and  Calf,  a  sow, 
three  axes,  four  hoes,  one  hand  saw,  and  havo  laid  out  to  each  person  fifty  acres 
of  Land. 

"These  are  tho  articles  stipulated  by  Mr. Waldo.  Those  on  tho  part  of  Sebas- 
tian Suborbuhlor,  wore  that  the  Palatines  should  pay  Mr.  Waldo  a  quit  rent  of 
two  ponco  half  penny  sterling  per  acre,  forever.  Invited  and  Encouraged  by 
tlicso  advantages,  your  Petitioners  and  thoir  Connlrymon  left  their  nativo  Land, 
and  after  having  Encountered  delay  of  eight  weeks  and  throe  days,  to  thoir 
great  impoverishment  in  the  Elector  of  Cologns  Territories  by  means  of  Sebas- 
tian Snbcrbuhler,  who  either  could  not,  or  would  not,  give  security  for  your  Pal- 
atines not  being  left  in  Holland.  Thoyembarkod  for  New  England,  whore  they 
arrived  at  Marblchcad,  in  Octolwr,  from  whence  they  sailed  to  the  Eastward  an 
liihospitnblo  Shore  and  a  Waalo  Wilderness  whore  thoro  were  fow  of  tho  iioccs- 
sarios  of,  and  not  ono  accomodation  of  Lifo,  notwithstanding  what  was  boasted 
to  In-  douo  in  tho  contract  between  Waldo  and  Suberbuhler,  there  not  being  so 
much  as  anything  toward  buildiug  either  of  the  houses  to  shelter  your  unhappy 
Petitioners  from  tho  injuries  of  the  weather  at  the  most  inclemont  Season  of 
the  year  (tho  Winter),  by  which  means  some  have  found  their  Graves  there, 
amongst  whom  is  our  Engineer,  who  has  loft  a  Disconsolate  Widow  with  a  fam- 
ily of  helploss  children,  Whereof  your  Petitioners  beg  loavo  to  lay  thoir  doplor- 
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for  their  comforts  as  this  wild  wilderness  and  their  limited  means 
would  admit.  After  considerable  suffering,  finding  that  Mr. 
Waldo  would  not  fulfil  his  agreement,  they  petitioned  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  for  redress  of  grievances  by  having  a  ves- 
sel or  vessels  sent  to  Broad  Bay  and  transport  them  to  Massa- 
chusetts Bay.  This  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  Legislature  consisting  of  the  following  gentle- 
men, viz: — Col.  Stoddard,  Col.  Joseph  Gooch,  Mr.  Hutchinson, 
Col.  Warren,  Capt.  Chote  and  such  of  the  honorable  board  as 
would  join  them.  This,  like  many  private  or  public  disputes, 
amounted  to  nothing.  After  a  second  hearing  the  question  was 
dropped  on  the  plea  of  Mr.  Waldo  of  breach  of  contract  on  tho 
part  of  the  Germans  not  paying  their  passage  money  before 
leaving  Rotterdam.  In  1753,  Mr.  Waldo's  son  went  to  Germany 
and  held  out  such  flattering  inducements,  that  a  large  number 
of  Germans  came  over.  Mr.  Waldo  promised  them  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  free,  and  they  were  to  be  protected  in  the  free 
exercise  of  their  religious  views.  Tho  woods  were  full  of  all 
kinds  of  game,  and  innumerable  fish  of  the  most  delicious  kinds 
WOrO  to  bo  found  in  all  tho  ponds  and  rivers,  to  which  the 
sportsmen  and  anglers  could  have  free  access.     Neither  were 


able  cone  before  Your  Excellency  and  Honours,  which  they  are  Encouraged  to 
do  when  they  know  that  the  Fathers  of  this  Laud  were  Protestant  strangers  as 
are  your  Petitioners,  and  as  your  Petitioners  have  suffered  uncommon  hard- 
ship, loss  and  damage  as  aforesaid,  and  having  becu  uuhuumuly  treated  by  tho 
said  Mr.  Waldo,  who  baa  fallod  in  every  part  of  Ids  Contract  with  us,  by  wbich 
moans  wo  bavo  lost  our  siibsisLmco  and  aro  roduuod  to  tho  Utmost  poultry  and 
wunt  Therefore  your  Complainants,  Struugcrs  in  tho  Land,  destitute  of  all 
Friouds,  Most  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  and  Houours  to  whom  they  address 
themselves,  as  you  are  their  Fatbors  in  the  State,  that  you  bo  pleased  to  tako 
their  most  deplorable  and  distressed  circumstances,  and  of  your  groat  goodness, 
charity  and  compassion,  Extend  relief  to  them  by  sending  a  vessel  at  the  Prov- 
ince Charge  to  bring  them  from  the  Eastern  part,  not  being  ablo  to  Defray  the 
Charges  themselves,  that  so  they  may  be  Employed  iu  such  business  as  they  aro 
capable  of,  for  tho  support  of  themselves  and  their  wives  and  children,  and  that 
your  Excellency  aud  Honours  would  be  plcasod  to  condescend  that  a  Committoo 
of  this  Honorable  Court  may  appoint  to  Enquire  into  the  primises  and  make  a 
report  thoreon,  and  your  Complainants  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

For  himself  and  his  Palatine  Bretheren, 

DU.  GODPRY  KASn." 

-Mass.  Arch.,  Vol.  XV,  p.  W. 
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they  to  bo  so  unjustly  treated  as  the  Germans  had  been  in 
Pennsylvania.  As  soon  as  one  hundred  families  were  convened 
together,  they  were  to  send  a  deputy  to  the  General  Court  to 
represent  them,  and  wcro  to  Imj  exempted  from  nil  military  duty. 
It  is  useless  for  us  to  recount  the  hardships  and  sufferings  theso 
pioneer  emigrants  endured,  the  destitution  and  wrongs  they 
underwent  by  these  gross  misrepresentations.  They  and  their 
sufferings  have  passed  into  the  unseen  world. 

Tradition  relates  that  there  was  something  of  a  romance  con- 
nected with  some  one  of  tho  German  emigrants  that  came  to 
Quincy.  Ono  of  tho  young  men  in  his  native  country  had  been 
paying  his  addresses  to  a  young  lady  of  much  promise,  to  whom 
he  was  very  much  attached,  which  was  fully  reciprocated  by  his 
friend  Earnest  in.  Their  union  however  was  by  the  young  lady's 
parents  forbidden,  still  they  continued  to  enjoy  each  other's 
company.  Tho  father  soon  found  out  that  they  were  having 
clandestine  interviews,  and  sent  his  daughter  to  some  of  her 
friends  in  a  remote  country;  and  instructed  them  to  keep  a  closo 
and  constant  watch  over  her  and  her  communications.  Not 
having  for  a  long  time  received  any  tidings  or  intelligence  from 
his  beloved  friend,  he  concluded  that  the  report  of  her  death 
wns  correct;  life  then  became  a  burden  to  hira,  and  his  only 
desire  was  to  leave  his  native  country  in  hopes  it  might  relieve 
the  sorrowing  anguish  of  his  heart.  One  pleasant  and  beautiful 
morning  he  was  passing  the  crowded  streets  of  his  native  impe- 
rial freo  city  of  Frankfort,  when  near  the  Homer  or  old  Town 
Hall,  in  this  old  quaint  part  of  the  city  he  discovered  a  largo 
circular  posted  on  one  of  the  buildings,  which  announced  that 
emigrants  were  wanted  for  America  and  the  vessel  would  in  a 
few  days  sail  for  its  destination.  Ho  immediately  returned 
home,  and  after  a  hasty  preparation,  was  seen  winding  his  way 
to  Rotterdam  with  other  emigrants,  to  embark  in  tho  ship 
for  tho  wilds  of  America.  Nothing  of  any  noto  occurred  on 
their  tour  to  tho  shores  of  this  country.  Their  disembarkation 
was  on  a  beautiful  autumn  day,— the  trees  were  adorned  with 
all  their  gorgeous  autumnal  tints,  making  their  landing  upon  a 
strange  Bhorc  more  agreeable.  After  remaining  in  Boston  some 
timo  they  were  engaged  by  Palmer  <fc  Co.,  and  went  to  German- 
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town.  Weeks  and  months  passed  away,  when  one  day  while 
Fred.,  as  he  was  called,  was  at  his  usual  avocation  weaving 
stockings,  it  was  announced  that  a  vessel  had  arrived  with  emi- 
grants from  Germany.  The  whole  Colony  were  soon  congre- 
gated on  the  wharf  to  receive  tidings  from  their  nativo  home, 
and  shake  the  friendly  hand  of  some  old  relative  or  neighbor. 
Fred,  was  there,  a  listloss  and  idle  observer.  In  viewing  tho 
strangers  on  board  the  vessel,  at  the  first  glance  he  caught  the 
eye  of  his  long  lost  friend.  But  a  moment  and  they  were 
embraced  in  each  others  arms ;  we  leave  to  the  imagination  of 
the  reader  the  happy  meeting  of  the  friends.  It  was  but  a  short 
time  before  they  were  united  in  tho  happy  bonds  of  wedlock. 
From  this  union  it  is  said  one  branch  of  the  Ilardwick  family 
descended,  and  for  a  long  time  carried  on  stocking  weaving  on 
Franklin  street. 

It  appears  by  the  following  petition,  that  at  the  period  tho 
glass  works  were  first  established,  Mr.  Josiah  Quincy  made  an 
effort  to  have  granted  tho  privilego  of  carrying  on  a  candle  fac- 
tory under  a  new  process: — "Dec.  12,  1752.  Petition  of  Josiah 
Quincy,  of  liraintrcc,  Shewing  that  a  person  lately  from  Eng- 
land, Well  Skilled  in  the  Art  of  Refining  Sperma  Qetia  from 
the  Oylc,  and  making  the  same  into  Candals,  has  applied  to  him 
for  an  Employment  in  the  business,  That  he  has  invented  a  new 
Machine  for  tho  more  easy  expressing  tho  Oyl  from  tho  Sperma, 
as  also  sundry  Utensils  never  before  used  to  tho  great  improve- 
ment of  that  Manufacture." 

"  March  30th,  175:1.  A  Petition  of  John  Surah,  late  of  Great 
Britain,  representing  sundry  Hardships  he  has  suffered  by  the 
unjust  Treatment  of  Mr.  Josiah  Quincy,  of  Hraintree,  and  as  he 
is  a  Stranger  in  the  Country,  he  pray  the  Intoposition  and  Pro- 
tection of  the  Country  for  the  reasons  mentioned."  —  House 
Journal. 


w  Gen.  Joseph  Palmer  was  born  March  31st,  171C,  at  Higher 
Abbots  row,  in  tho  parish  of  Shaugh,  in  the  county  of  Devon- 
shire, in  England.  His  mother's  maiden  namo  was  Pearse,  of 
tho  Pcarscs  of  Fardcll  Mill,  in  the  parish  of  Corn  wood,  in  tho 
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same  county.  Both  families  were  of  unblemished  reputation, 
ami  though  not  opulent,  were  independent. 

"He  was  a  man  of  good  education  and  fine  manners,  and  emi- 
grated to  America  in  the  year  174G,  bringing  with  him  the  late 
venerable  and  highly  respected  Judge  llichard  Cranch,  then  a 
youth  of  twenty  years  old.  Mr.  Palmer  had  married  the  sister 
of  Mr.  Cranch,  (Mary  Cranch,  of  Brood,  in  the  parish  of  Erming- 
ton,  Devonshire.) 

"Mrs.  Palmer  was  a  woman  of  distinguished  excellence,  with 
a  richly  cultivated  mind,  and  when  the  young  couple  embarked 
for  this  western  world,  she  whm  as  blooming  and  lovely  as  sho 
was  intelligent." 

Mr.  Palmer  was  wealthy  when  he  emigrated,  and  he,  together 
with  Richard  Cranch,  on  their  arrival,  commenced  business 
as  cardmakers,  on  School  street,  Boston,  and  subsequently 
they  leased  a  large  tract  of  land  of  a  company  in  the  town 
of  Brain  tree,  which  said  company  had  named  German  town. 
"  lie  erected  a  noble  house  for  his  own  residence,  but  just  an 
it  was  finished,  and  the  cellars  stored  with  provisions,  a  vicious 
boy  whom  ho  had  puuished  for  theft  and  lying,  set  it  on  fire. 
It  was  night ;  nothing  effectual  could  be  done,  and  before  the 
dawn  of  next  day,  this  fine  structure  was  in  ruins.  This  was  his 
first  pecuniary  loss.  He  soon  erected  another  large  and  com- 
modious dwelling  upon  the  site  of  the  first  one,  and  surrounded 
it  with  all  the  comforts  that  makes  a  country  residence  delight- 
ful. A  beautiful  orchard  of  his  own  planting,  stretched  from 
the  back  of  his  house  to  the  shores  of  a  little  bay,  on  which  his 
farm  was  located.  This  orchard  contained  two  or  three  acres, 
which,  with  a  fruit  garden,  a  nursery  of  trees,  a  largo  poultry 
yard,  and  an  exquisite  flower  garden,  successively  caught  and 
charmed  the  eye,  as  it  ranged  over  the  cultivated  grounds,  which 
the  enterprising  owner  hoped  to  sec  enlarged  into  a  settlement 
of  free  and  independent  artisans  and  manufacturers.  His  en- 
terprise and  activity  were  even  surpassed  by  his  philanthropy 
and  benevolence.  While  he  was  surrounding  his  handsome  res- 
idence with  all  the  comforts  and  beauties  which  his  easy  fortuno 
and  refined  taste  enabled  him  to  do  with  facility, — furnishing'a 
well  chosen  and  somewhat  extensive  library,  aud  enjoying  the 
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pleasant  neighborhood  of  the  Quincys,  Cranchca  and  Adamses, 
lie  threw  wide  open  the  door  of  a  general  hospitality.  This 
place  in  the  course  of  time  came  to  be  known  under  the  name  of 
Friendship  Hall,  and  it  well  deserved  the  title.1 

"  While  in  London,  General  Palmer  had  his  portrait  taken  by 
the  celebrated  Copley,  and  sent  to  his  family  at  Gcrmantown. 
An  anecdote,  illustrating  the  perfection  of  this  painting,  and  tho 
exactness  of  the  likeness,  and  which  has  been  made  to  garnish  a 
tale  in  one  of  our  annuals,  where  it  Is  told  as  pertaining  to  a 
fictitious  personage,  deserves  to  be  repeated  here,  as  it  is  charac- 
teristic of  the  man  whom  it  relates. 

"  Tho  portrait  arrived  at  tho  family  mansion  while  ho  was  yet 
absent,  and  was  placed  on  tho  floor  in  the  hall,  and  the  work- 
men engaged  in  the  several  manufactories,  to  whom  he  was  a 
father  and  friend  rather  than  a  master,  were  summoned  by  his 
family  to  contemplate  the  excellent  likeness.  While  his  family 
were  contemplating  the  honest  delight  of  the  men,  a  favorite 
cat,  which  Gen.  Palmer  was  in  the  habit  of  letting  sit  on  his 
shoulder  in  domestic  hours  camo  into  the  room.  She  walked 
directly  to  tho  picture  and  attempted  to  climb  upon  the  shoulder. 
1  icing  reflected  by  tho  glass,  (it  was  a  crayon  painting,)  sho 

1.  "  The  year  1705  was  a  sad  one  for  Uen.  Palmer  and  Ins  friends,  by  reason 
of  an  event  to  which  he  was  a  party,  and  which  caused  life-long  iujury  to  the 
health  of  his  favorite  daughter,  and  bitter  grief  to  himself  and  Col.  Quincy, 
who  was  the  unintentional  but  direct  agout  in  the  iujury  that  was  done. 

"The  two  gentlemen  had  just  returned  from  a  hunt,  ami  had  entered  Uto  par- 
lor of  Uen.  Palmer  and  deposited  their  guns.  His  oldest  daughter,  unaware  of 
their  presence,  was  reclining  upon  the  lawn  outside,  reading.  Her  father  was 
proud  of  her  beauty  and  courage.  8be  was  in  robust  health  and  perfectly  fear- 
less, and  frequently  rode  into  ltoston  to  pay  or  receive  money  or  attend  to  other 
commissions  for  her  father,  and  returned  after  dark  over  lonely  roads  and  re- 
gardless of  inclement  weather.  The  distance  that  she  weut  was  twelve  iullo«. 
Geu.  Palmer  was  sure  that  she  could  not  be  frightened  and  Col.  Quincy  declared 
that  he  could  frighten  her,  and  to  settle  the  point  the  General  permitted  him  to 
discharge  his  guu  out  of  the  parlor  window  and  over  the  girl's  hood.  Tho  result 
was  most  melancholy ;  she  was  directly  thrown  into  convulsions,  which  contin- 
ued for  a  long  time.  Prom  that  moment  her  health,  both  of  body  and  mind,  was 
broken.  8he  became  timid  in  storms  and  afraid  of  fire-arms.  During  her  resi- 
dence at  West  Point,  iu  17U0  and  1701,  site  was  constantly  approhensivo  that  the 
magazine  would  explode. 

"  After  more  than  twenty-five  years  invalidism,  she  died  at  that  place  at  the 
age  of  forty-four." 
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went  behind  the  frame,  in  order,  as  it  would  seem,  to  get  upon 
his  back,  as  she  often  did  on  that  of  the  original." 

Gen.  Palmer's  house  is  still  standing,  and  for  some  years  was 
occupied  by  the  Miss  Sullivans.  Subsequently  it  was  purchased 
by  the  proprietors  of  Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  and  is  still  owned 
by  them. 

Mr.  Palmer,  in  the  beginning  of  the  revolutionary  trouble, 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Americans.  Ho  was  very  popular  and 
influential  in  Braintree,  and  took  an  active  part  in  all  affairs  per- 
taining to  the  revolutionary  struggles.  His  son  Joseph  assisted 
in  throwing  the  tea  into  Boston  Harbor. 

In  1774,  Mr.  Palmer  was  chosen  a  delegate,  with  others,  to  the 
first  Provincial  Congress ;  in  which  Congress  he  was  appointed 
to  act  on  most  of  the  important  committees.  Immediately  after 
the  commencement  of  hostilities,  he  was  appointed  Major, 
by  the  Provincial  Government,  and  shortly  afterwards  received 
a  commission  as  General  in  the  Continental  Army,  and  took  a 
part  in  tho  battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 

"In  the  year  1778,  Brigadier-General  Palmer  had  command  of 
an  expedition  whoso  object  was  to  capture  or  dislodgo  tho  Brit- 
ish forces  then  occupying  Rhode  Island."  The  American  army 
not  being  suitably  prepared  for  this  expedition,  Gen.  Palmer,  in 
the  council  of  officers,  was  opposed  to  this  movement;  being 
overruled  in  this  council  of  war,  they  having  decided  to  attack 
Rhode  Island,  he  went  with  the  expedition  which  provod  disas- 
trous to  tho  Amorican  forces.  This  failure  of  tho  Americans 
gavo  a  pretext  to  Gen.  Palmer's  enemies  to  have  him  tried  in  a 
military  court ;  by  this  court  martial  ho  was  fully  and  honorably 
acquitted. 

While  Gen.  Palmer  was  active  in  this  military  struggle,  ho 
expended  from  his  private  purse  five  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
for  the  public  service.  His  liberality  wo  have  heretofore  spoken 
of  when  he  presented  to  tho  town  thirteen  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  to  procure  soldiers  for  the  army  ;  this  large  expenditure 
of  money,  with  other  losses  during  tho  war,  caused  him  to 
become  embarrassed.  He  borrowed  money  from  John  Hancock, 
and  this  financial  transaction,  together  with  political  misunder- 
standings, finally  caused  his  utter  bankruptcy  and  ruin. 
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Being  of  an  enthusiastic  mind,  ho  actively  endeavored  to  save 
his  property  and  retrieve  his  former  social  position  in  society, 
but  was  unable  to  do  so.  Mr.  Hancock  laid  an  attachment  upon 
his  property,  and  his  fine  estate  was  obliged  to  be  sold. 

After  Gen.  Palmer  had  lost  his  property,  he  was  allowed, 
through  the  kindness  of  President  John  Adams,  to  use  one  of 
his  unoccupied  dwellings,  and  subsequently  he  resided  in  a 
house  belonging  to  his  brother-in-law,  Richard  Cranch,  whero 
his  wife  died,  Feb.  6th,  1790. 

Mr.  Palmer  petitioned  the  city  of  Boston  for  land  on  Boston 
Neck,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  salt  works ;  while  engaged 
in  its  construction,  on  a  cold  day  he  became  chilled,  and  whilo 
sitting  before  a  warm  fire  he  was  paralyzed  in  the  organs  of 
speech ;  this  paralysis  soon  became  general,  and  everything  that 
medical  skill  could  do  or  suggest  was  done,  but  he  did  not  rally, 
and  on  the  25th  of  December,  1788,  he  expired,  and  his  remains 
were  placed  in  the  old  burial  ground  on  Boston  Neck. 

Richard  Cranch  was  the  son  of  John  Cranch,  and  was  born  in 
Kingsbridge,  near  Exctor,  in  Devonshire,  England,  Novembor, 
1720.  In  early  lifo  ho  was  bound  as  an  apprentice  to  a  maker 
of  wool-cards ;  being  ambitious  to  engage  in  business  for  himself 
he,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  purchased  the  remainder  of  his 
time.  The  New  England  Provinces  being  then  comparatively  a 
new  country,  seemed  to  open  a  fair  field  for  a  young  man  of  his 
accomplishments  to  begin  business  for  himself;  consequently  he 
emigrated  with  Gen.  Josoph  Palmer,  who  had  married  his  sister, 
for  Boston,  whero  he  arrived  in  1746.  On  his  arrival  at  Boston, 
he  commenced  the  business  of  wool-card  making,  on  School 
street,  nearly  opposite  where  the  City  Hall  now  stands. 

In  1751,  Mr.  Cranch  and  General  Palmer  leased  of  a  company 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  at  Gerraantown,  which  said  company 
had  laid  out  into  streets  and  squares,  for  erecting  buildings  for 
manufactory  and  other  purposes,  and  called  it  Gcrmantown. 

March  6th,  1700,  Mr.  Cranch  sold  all  his  right  at  Germantown 
to  Mr.  Palmer,  and  in  1781,  purchased  thirty-two  acres  of  land, 
with  building  thereon,  of  Ebenezcr  Thayer,  Ebenesser  Miller, 
John  Bass,  Esq.,  Norton  Quincy  and  Nathaniel  Wales,  for  400 
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pounds.  This  land,  which  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Cranch  farm 
and  on  which  the  relics  of  his  old  cellar  can  be  seen  to  this  day, 
was  formerly  called  "  Stony  Field,"  and  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  the  Hon.  Charles  Francis  Adams ;  it  is  situated  directly  back 
of  the  "  President's  Hill,"  so  called.  Mr.  Cranch  subsequently 
Bold  his  farm,  and  removed  to  the  Virchild  estate  on  School 
street,  where  he  resided  at  a  nominal  rent  until  his  death,  when 
Mr.  John  Greenlcaf  bought  the  property.  The  place  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  Mr.  James  Edwards. 

Mr.  Cranch,  being  of  a  literary  turn  of  mind  and  an  extensive 
reader  of  books,  became  a  learned  man,  especially  in  thoology, 
and  there  were  very  few  clergymen  in  New  England  at  that 
time  more  familiar  with  ecclesiastical  matters  than  he  was ;  he 
received  an  honorary  degree  of  A.  A.  S.,  in  1780,  from  Harvard 
University,  and  represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature;  he 
was  the  Justice  that  called  the  first  town  meeting  in  Quincy 
after  it  was  incorporated,  and  to  him  was  given  tho  honor  of 
naming  tho  town,  which  he  called  Quincy.  Mr.  Cranch  was 
appointed  the  first  postmaster  in  Quincy  in  1795 ;  ho  was  also 
Judge  of  tho  Court  of  Common  Picas  in  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Cranch  married  Mary,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Rev. 
Wm.  Smith,  of  Weymouth,  in  1762;  she  was  sister  to  Abigail, 
who  married  President  John  Adams.  The  following  traditional 
anecdote  is  related  in  refcrenco  to  these  marriages: — "Mr. 
Smith,  upon  the  marriage  of  his  eldest  daughter,  preached  to 
his  peoplo  from  tho  text  in  the  forty-second  verso  of  tho  tenth 
chapter  of  Luke,— 1  And  Mary  hath  chosen  that  good  part, 
which  shall  not  be  taken  away  from  her.'  Two  years  elapsed 
and  his  second  daughter  was  about  to  marry  John  Adams,  then 
a  lawyer  in  good  practice,  when  some  disapprobation  of  the 
match  appears  to  have  manifested  itself  among  a  portion  of  his 
parishioners.  Tho  profession  of  law  was  for  a  long  period  in 
tho  Colonial  history  of  Massachusetts,  unknown,  and  after  cir- 
cumstances called  it  forth,  the  prejudices  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
thought  it  a  calling  hardly  honest,  were  arrayed  against  those 
who  adopted  it.  There  are  many  still  living,  who  can  remember 
how  strong  the  bias  was  against  lawyers  even  down  to  about  the 
time  of  tho  adoption  of  the  present  Fcdoral  Constitution, 
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"  Besides  this,  the  family  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  son  of  a  small 
farmer  of  the  middle  class  in  Braintree,  was  thought  hardly  good 
enough  to  match  with  the  minister's  daughter,  descended  from 
so  many  of  tho  shining  lights  of  the  Colony.  It  is  probablo  that 
Mr.  Smith  was  made  aware  of  the  opinions  expressed  among  his 
people,  for  he  is  said,  immediately  after  the  marriage  took  place, 
to  hare  replied  to  them  by  a  sermon,  the  text  of  which,  in  evi- 
dent allusion  to  the  objection  against  lawyers,  was  drawn  from 
Luke  yii  :  33.  '  For  John  came  neither  eating  bread  nor  drink- 
ing wine,  and  ye  say,  He  hath  a  devil."' 

Mr.  Cranch  died  at  his  residence  on  School  street,  Oct.  16th, 
1811,  aged  about  eighty-five;  his  wife  died  tho  next  day,  tho 
17  th ;  both  were  buried  on  the  19th.  The  lie  v.  Peter  Whitney 
preached  a  sermon  on  tho  occasion,  which  was  published.  Mr. 
Cranch  left  an  honored  and  somewhat  distinguished  family ;  his 
son  William  was  born  1769,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  Universi- 
ty in  1787.  On  leaving  college  he  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Judge  Dawes  of  Boston.  After  acquiriug  his  profession,  he 
began  the  practico  of  law  in  Braintree,  near  Quincy,  whero  ho 
remained  but  a  few  months.  Considering  that  Haverhill  would 
bo  a  more  successful  place  for  the  practice  of  law,  he  removed 
there,  whore  he  remained  up  to  1794.  After  having  been  sworn 
into  the  Supreme  Court  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Washington, 
D.  C.  On  the  last  day  of  President  John  Adams'  administration, 
lie  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  District  Court  of  Columbia, 
After  the  death  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  tho  Court,  Mr.  Cranch 
was  selected  to  succeed  him,  which  position  ho  ably  filled  and 
administered  the  oath  of  office  to  all  tho  Presidents  of  tho  United 
States  from  tho  time  he  was  appointed  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  Sept.  1st,  1855,  at  the  ago  of  eighty-six. 
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Ship  building  was  first  carried  on  in  Braintree  at  Ship  Cove, 
Knight's  Neck,  now  called  Quincy  Neck.  The  first  vessel  we 
find  that  was  built  there  was  the  Unity,  in  1696,  and  was  con- 
n(  met cil  for  tho  fishing  trade,  ns  most  of  the  ketches  were  at  that 
period.  From  that  time  to  this,  vessels  at  stated  and  various 
periods  have  been  built  in  this  neighborhood,  but  tho  greater 
amount  of  tonnage  has  been  constructed  at  Quincy  Point.  The 
most  noted  master  ship  builders,  who  have  been  cngnged  in  this 
business  here,  were  Mr.  Daniel  Briggs,  Mr.  John  Souther,  James 
Brothers,  Mr.  Josselyn,  Mr.  Peleg  F.  Jones  and  the  present  Dea- 
con Thomas. 

The  most  noted  and  largest  ship  built  at  this  early  date,  in 
Massachusetts,  was  constructed  at  Germantown.  Mr.  Eli  Ilay- 
den  was  the  contractor,  and  Capt.  Wm.  Hackett,  of  Amesbury, 
was  the  draughtsman.  The  master  builder  was  Mr.  Daniel 
Briggs,  of  the  noted  Briggs  family  who  were  largely  engaged 
in  ship  building.  This  family  originated  in  Pembroke,  Ply- 
mouth County.  Daniel  and  his  five  brothers  were  employed  in 
the  construction  of  the  old  Massachusetts.  The  building  of  so 
large  a  ship  was  quite  an  undertaking  at  this  time,  and  so  great 
was  the  novelty,  that  when  the  time  came  for  her  departure 
from  her  blockings  and  ways,  hundreds  of  people  came  here 
from  adjacent  towns  to  see  her  launched.  She  dipped  grace- 
fully into  her  mother  clement,  amid  tho  exultant  congratula- 
tions of  tho  assembled  multitude,  in  September,  1789,  and  tho 
bottle  smasher  christened  her  by  tho  narao  of  Massachusetts. 

The  dimensions  of  this  ship  were  as  follows,  viz:— Length  of 
keel,  116  feet;  length  of  beam,  36  feet,  10  inches;  lower  hold, 
13  feet,  6  inches;  depth  of  lower  deck,  5  feet,  10  inches;  gun 
deck  to  upper, 6  feet,  6  inches;  gunwale,  1  foot,  6  inches;  length 
of  foremast,  81  feet,  and  27  inches  in  diameter ;  mainmast,  84 
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feet,  and  28  in  dies  in  diameter;  mizcnmast,  70  feet,  and  20 
inches  in  diameter ;  forctopmast, 48  feet,  and  15}  inches  in  diam- 
eter; maintopmast,  50  feet,  and  15}  inches  in  diameter;  mizen- 
topmast,  36  feet,  and  12  inches  in  diameter;  fore  yard,  68  feet; 
main  yard,  74  feet;  mizen  yard,  62  feet;  spritsail  yard,  50  feet; 
foretopsail  yard,  48  feet;  maintopsail  yard,  50  feet;  mizcntop- 
sail  yard,  37  feet ;  cross-jack  yard,  50  feet. 

The  Massachusetts  was  built  for  Shaw  and  Itandall,  exprossly 
for  the  Canton  trade,  and  was  pierced  or  arranged  for  thirty-six 
guns,  but  only  carried  an  armament  of  twenty  six-pounders  and 
other  musketry. 

Sailors  were  at  that  time  largely  possessed  of  and  influenced 
by  superstitious  notions,  and  Moll.  Pitcher,  of  Lynn,  a  noted 
fortune  teller,  so  played  on  their  credulity  thnt  three  crews  were 
shipped  before  one  could  be  procured  to  sail  in  her ;  as  she  had 
prophesied  that  all  who  should  embark  in  her  would  bring  up  in 
Davy  Jones'  locker.  This  sort  of  a  voyage  the  credulous  sea- 
men desired  to  steer  clear  of ;  hence  the  trouble  of  getting  a 
crew  to  man  her. 

The  great  benefit  of  ventilating  ships'  holds  on  long  voyages, 
in  this  early  time  of  navigation,  was  not  so  well  known  by  ship- 
masters as  it  has  been  since.  The  hatches  of  the  Massachusetts 
were  caulked  down  and  not  opened  until  her  arrival  at  Canton. 
On  opening  them,  to  their  surprise,  the  air  was  found  so  impreg- 
nated with  poisonous  gas,  that  a  lighted  lamp,  on  being  lowered 
into  the  hold,  was  immediately  extinguished,  and  the  four  or 
five  hundred  barrels  of  beef  stored  there  was  found  to  be  noarly 
boiled  and  ready  for  consumption.  This  voyage  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts not  being  financially  successful,  she  was  sold  to  the 
Danish  East  India  Company,  at  Canton,  for  $65,000,  and  Mr. 
Delano,  her  second  officer,  relates  that  he  "hauled  down  her 
colors,  for  the  Danes  to  raise  theirs." 

Jobe  Trincc,  Esq.,  was  commander  of  the  Massachusetts  on 
her  first  vogago,  with  the  following  officers  and  crow : — Four 
mates,  one  purser,  one  surgeon,  three  midshipmen,  five  carpen- 
ters, three  boatswains,  one  gunner,  two  stowards,  one  cooper, 
four  quartermasters,  one  servant  of  the  owner,  two  cooks  and 
forty-two  seamen;  making  a  total  of  soveuty  besides  the  captain. 
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While  in  the  port  of  Canton  she  was  visited  by  the  naval 
officers  of  England,  France  and  Holland,  and  by  them  much 
admired  for  her  naval  architecture. 

This  account  of  the  old  Massachusetts  is  compiled  from  Capt. 
Amasa  Delano's  Voyages. 

Mr.  John  Souther1  came  to  Quincy  in  1815,  and  commenced 
ship  building.  He  established  his  yard  at  what  is  called  South- 
er's wharf,  on  Town  River  bay,  where  he  for  years  successfully 
carried  on  business.  The  next  shipwright  of  any  note  was  Mr. 
Nathan  Josselyn,  who  had  learned  his  trade  of  Mr.  Souther.  Mr. 
Jossclyn's  yard  was  located  a  short  distance  above  the  Point 
bridge.  Mr.  Peleg  F.  Jones  also  carried  on  the  business  of  ship 
building  at  the  Point.  Small  crafts  were  occasionally  built  in 
this  locality  until  Mr.  Thomas,  of  Rockland,  Maine,  came  to  tho 
Point  and  began  the  construction  of  vessels  there  in  1854. 

During  the  twenty-four  years  Mr.  Thomas  has  been  engaged 
in  the  shipwright  business  at  the  Point,  he  has  built  nineteen 
fine  large  ships,  some  of  which  have  not  boon  surpassed  in  mak- 
ing rapid  voyages ;  ho  has  also  constructed  one  brig  and  six 
schooners.  Their  tonnage  ranged  from  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five to  two  thousand  two  hundred,  making  in  the  aggre- 
gate about  thirty-five  thousand  tons. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  vessels  built  at  Quincy 
Point  by  Deacon  Thomas  : — 

Ships, — King  Philip,  Shakespeare,  Magdalen,  Athena,  Gcr- 
bain,  Logan,  Upton,  E.  II.  Taylor,  Maritana,  Dexter,  C.  Lulin, 

1.  Mr.  John  Souther  wu  born  at  Hingham,  Sept..  13,  1781,  and  received  hia 
education  at  the  Derby  Academy  of  that  town.  After  leaving  school  he  com- 
meuced  an  apprenticeship  with  his  father  at  the  shipwright  trade.  On  becoming 
of  ago  he  was  admitted  as  partner  with  his  father  in  the  ship  building  business, 
in  1807,  where  ho  remained  until  1 K 1 5.  when  ho  camo  to  Quincy  nnd  established 
business  for  himself.  Mr.  Souther  was  a  careful  utid  successful  business  man  ; 
so  much  so  was  this  tho  caso,  that  the  town  selected  him  as  one  of  the  Select- 
men and  Assessors  for  nino  years;  Representative  to  tho  Legislature  five  years; 
School  Committee  two  years;  and  be  served  ou  many  prominent  committees  in 
town  affairs.  On  retiring  from  business,  he  removed  to  Boston  and  there 
pleasantly  enjoyed  the  remaining  portion  of  his  days.  Mr.  Souther's  death 
occurred  March  28th,  1878,  at  the  age  of  00  years,  0  months  and  15  days,  and 
was  buried  at  Hingham.  Ho  was  married  to  Lydia  Nichols  Lincoln,  of  Hing- 
ham, .Ian.  20th,  1805,  whodiod  in  Quincy,  July  10th,  1800,  aged  73. 
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Mauran,  Geo.  Griswold,  Belle  Creole,  Imperial,  Northern  Light, 
Triumphant,  America  and  Red  Cloud. 
Brig ,— J.  L.  Bowen. 

Schooners, — D.  II.  Bills,  J.  L.  Newton,  Nellie  Brown,  Addie 
Walton,  Angie  Amesbury,  Lucy  D.  and  Montana. 

In  1877,  Mr.  Thomas,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-two, 
modeled  and  built  a  ship  of  twenty-two  hundred  tons,  which  is 
a  remarkable  instance  of  vitality  and  energy,  considering  the  ago 
of  this  gentleman.  Mr.  Thomas'  yard  is  located  on  Granito 
wharf. 
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Syenite  and  granite,  for  building  and  monumental  purposes, 
have  been  used  from  a  very  remote  period,  as  can  be  seen  in  old 
Thebes,  a  city  famous  for  its  antiquity,  and  long  tho  capital  of 
Kgypt,  which  presents  among  its  ruins  tho  finest  collection  of 
ancient  monuments,  obelisks,  magnificent  temples  erected  for 
the  dead,  whose  interior  arrangements  were  supported  by  hun- 
dreds of  immense  sculptured  stone  columns.  Back  of  these  tem- 
ples were  sepulchral  caves,  numerous  as  the  cells  of  bees,  close 
beside  each  other,  either  dug  in  the  rocky  plain,  or  hewn  in  the 
adjacent  extensive  limestone  hills,  and  extending  in  space  of 
time  back  thousands  of  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ.  Polish- 
ing stone  was  known  to  tho  ancients,  as  the  material  of  which 
these  old  tombs  at  Thebes  were  built,  was  found  to  have  been 
polished. 

Syenite,  which  is  the  character  of  stone  quarried  in  Quincy, 
is  composed  of  quartz,  felspar  and  hornblende.  The  difference 
between  syenite  and  granite  is,  that  the  former  contains  horn- 
blende instead  of  mica,  and  received  its  name  from  tho  city  of 
Sycne,  Upper  Egypt,  where  large  quarries  of  it  can  be  found  of  a 
pinkish  hue,  but  more  recent  investigations  have  proved  that  the 
ancient  syenite  is  only  granite  with  black  mica,  and  not  horn- 
blende, as  was  supposed.  Syenite  is  of  various  colors,  pink,  gray, 
nod  white.  The  pink  or  red  hue  is  produced  by  the  predomi- 
nance of  orthoclase,  or  a  chemical  combination  of  soda,  potash 
and  oxyd  of  iron;1  the  white,  of  albito;  the  gray,  of  the  various 

I.  "  Iron  is  Nature's  universal  dye.  Without  it  the  soil  would  he  a  dirty 
white,  the  color  of  snow  in  a  timo  of  thaw.  Instead  ,of  the  pretty,  lively  color 
of  Hand  and  pebbles,  we  should  see  i lie  dull  and  sombre  hue  of  ashes;  and 
instead  of  the  glittering  sands  of  the  sea  and  lake  shore,  a  plain  drab  or  gray, 
which  no  wealth  of  suiishino  or  of  spray  could  turn  to  beauty.  The  slates  used 
for  roofing  havo  a  warm  rich  tint;  oxyd  of  iron  puts  vermillion  into  them  as  it 
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combinations  of  felspar,  which  vary  the  shades  of  color  from 
light  to  dark. 

Iiuskins  makes  the  following  allusions  to  the  healthfulness  and 
purity  of  the  landscape  in  granite  regions : — "  It  is  remarkable 
how  this  intense  purity  in  the  country  seems  to  iufiuenco  the 
character  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  make  a 
cottage  built  in  a  granite  country  look  absolutely  miserable. 
Rough  it  may  be, — neglected,  cold,  full  of  aspects  of  hardships, 
but  it  never  can  look  foul,  no  matter  how  carelessly,  how  indo- 
lently, its  inhabitants  may  live;  the  water  at  their  doors  will  not 
stagnate,  the  soil  at  their  feet  will  not  allow  itself  to  be  trodden 
into  slime,  they  cannot  so  much  as  dirty  their  face  or  hands,  if 
they  try.  Do  the  worst  they  can,  there  will  still  bo  a  feeling  of 
firm  ground  under  them,  and  puro  air  about  them,  and  an  inher- 
ent wholesomcncss,  which  will  need  the  misery  of  years  to  con- 
quor.  The  inhabitants  of  granite  countries  have,  too,  a  force 
and  healthiness  of  character  about  them,  abated  or  modified 
according  to  their  other  circumstances  of  life,  that  clearly  dis- 
tinguishes them  from  tho  inhabitants  of  less  puro  districts." 

The  first  building  of  any  architectural  pretensions  constructed 
out  of  Quincy  syenite,  was  King's  Chapel,  erected  on  the  corner 
of  School  and  Tremont  streets,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  175'J. 
Divine  service  was  first  held,  Aug.  21st,  1754.  This  church 
was  built  of  coarse,  rough  boulders,  scattered  about  and  dug 
out  of  both  the  North  and  South  Commons.  Syenite  of  the 
North  Commons,  even  at  this  early  period,  was  considered  moro 
suitable  for  building  purposes  and  a  higher  price  was  charged  for 
it.  The  method  of  splitting  this  material  for  the  construction 
of  this  church  was  in  the  most  primitive  and  curious  maimer. 
It  was  accomplished  by  heating  the  stone,  by  building  afire  upon 
it,  and  then  letting  large  iron  balls  fall  upon  it.  Mr.  John  II ay- 
does  iuto  our  bricks,  which  else  would  be  only  a  plain  pepper  unci  salt.  The 
ruddy  hues  of  brown  now  seen  in  ploughing  sandy  Helds,  contrasting  so  richly 
willi  tho  green  of  woods  und  meadows,  would  be,  without  the  iron,  only  the  cold 
repulsive  groy  of  cluyey  soils.  Many  marbles,  too,  ure  colored  witb  this  same 
familiar  dye.  The  violet  vciuiugs  and  variegations  of  the  murble  of  Sicily  uud 
Spain,  the  glowing  orange  and  amber  of  Sienna,  tho  blood-red  color  of  precious 
Jusper  that  enriches  the  temple  of  Italy,  are  all  painted  with  iron  rust,"  as  well 
us  many  other  precious  stones. 
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ward  and  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Braintrce,  received  the  contract  for  fur- 
nishing the  material  for  the  erection  of  this  edifice.1 

The  old  John  Hancock  house  that  stood  just  south  of  the 
State  House,  on  Hi  ".con  street,  Boston,  was  built  of  the  same 
kind  of  stone.  This  house  of  Gov.  Hancock  was  taken  down 
some  years  since. 

In  1774,  the  old  powder  house  which  stood  on  the  northwest 
corner  of  a  lot  of  land  belonging  to  the  celebrated  artist,  Cop- 
ley, in  what  was  at  that  time  called  West  Boston,  near  Pincknoy 
street,  was  built  of  this  material,  and  its  walls  were  constructed 
seven  fcot  in  thickness. 

Some  years  previous  to  this  time,  the  method  of  disposing  of 
these  stones,  and  also  preventing  the  exhaustion  of  these  rough, 
coarse  boulders  for  building  purposes,  was  the  great  topic  and 
exciting  question  at  the  annual  town  meetings,  and  gave  the 
town  orators  an  opportunity  to  display  their  powerful  eloquence, 
and  the  magistrates  and  lawyers,  with  their  usual  profundity,  to 
enlighten  the  citizens  on  the  laws  of  trespass  and  the  rights 
of  commonage. 

At  length  the  inhabitants  became  somewhat  alarmed  that  the 
drain  created  by  the  use  of  these  boulders  for  building,  would 
not  leave  them  enough  to  build  a  common  stone  wall,  or  con- 
struct a  house  cellar.  To  protect  themselves  from  these  inva- 
sions upon  their  property,  they  established  the  following  rules: — 
"  1715.    Voted,  That  no  person  shall  dig  or  carry  off  any  stone 


1 .  "The  corner  Btono  of  King's  Chapel  was  laid  by  Governor  8hirley,  Aug. 
II,  1740.  At  this  ceremony  tlio  Governor  gave  the  workmen  twenty  pounds 
(old  tenor)  to  celobrate  his  health  in  accordance  with  the  custom  of  the  time*. 
This  chapel,  which  was  the  scconil  one  erected  by  this  society,  (the  first  being 
built  of  wood,)  was  to  bo  of  Quincy,  or  at  that  time,  Rraintree  stone,  and  tho 
material  wan  tnkon  from  the  lwuldora  of  tho  South  and  North  Commons,  and 
was  to  cost  twenty-five  thousand  pounds,  and  tlio  building  of  it  was  not  tocom- 
menco  until  ten  thousand  puuuds  were  subscribed.  Governor  Shirley  and 
l'etcr  Fnneuil  were  among  tho  heaviest  contributors.  For  tlio  want  of  funds 
tlio  construction  of  the  church  was  delayed  for  some  time  before  the  chapel  was 
completed;  during  this  delay  the  society  applied  for  tho  use  of  the  old  South 
Church  on  Christmas  day.  Tho  prejudice  of  the  times  was  so  strongly  opposed 
to  tho  observance  of  this  holy  day  of  ktho  church,  that  a  verbal  answer  was 
returned  to  them,  that  they  could  havo  tho  church  on  tho  condition  that  they 
would  not  decorate  it  with  spruce." 
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on  the  eaid  commons  or  undivided  lands,  upon  any  account 
whatever,  without  license  from  the  committee  hereafter  named, 
upon  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  ten  shillings  for  every  and  each 
cart-load  so  dug  and  carried  away;  one-quarter  part  to  be  to 
said  committee  in  full  satisfaction  for  the  use  of  the  town.  The 
instructions  to  the  committee  were  as  follows : — 

"  First,— -That  the  committee  shall  give  no  license  to  any  and 
every  person  to  dig  or  carry  off  any  stone  from  said  land,  to 
make  sale  or  merchandise  thereof,  without  the  town's  direction. 

"  Secondly, — That  the  committee  may  and  shall  license  to  any 
and  every  person  in  the  town  for  such  a  quantity  of  stone,  as  ho 
or  they  shall  stand  in  need  of,  for  their  own  proper  use  in  the 
town. 

"  Thirdly, — That  the  committee  shall  or  may  scizo  all  stono 
that  they  shall  find  dug  or  carted  on  and  off  said  common  lands, 
the  digger  or  carter  whereof  is  not  known,  and  the  same  dis- 
posed of  to  the  best  advantage  for  the  town,  by  sale  or  other- 
wise, deducting  one-quarter  part  thereof  to  themselves,  in  full 
satisfaction  as  above  said." 

For  years  after,  tho  samo  complaint  was  made  at  the  annual 
town  meetings,  that  it  was  impossible  for  the  town  to  enforco 
the  rules  they  had  adopted. 

The  inability  to  executo  these  regulations  was  probably  caused 
to  some  extent  by  the  more  liberal  views  of  its  citizens  who 
opposed  it,  and  who  wero  not  in  harmony  with  those  who  advo^ 
cated  and  sustained  these  rigid  rules.  They  doubted  tho  feasi- 
bility and  justice  of  passing  such  onorous  laws,  depriving  them 
of  the  use  of  stone  for  common  purposes,  and  at  a  meeting  held 
in  1729-30,  they  were  prompted  to  dissent  from  the  actiou  of 
tho  meeting.  This,  eventually,  no  doubt,  was  tho  cause  why  tho 
town  was  obliged  to  sell  the  North  and  South  Commons  in  1702 
and  1765. 

1729-30.  At  this  mooting  it  was  voted,  "  That  no  person  bo 
allowed  from  henceforth  to  take  stone  for  his  own  use  from  off 
the  common  for  building,  fencing  or  the  liko,  without  first  giving 
notice  to  a  committee  by  tho  town  appointed,  of  his  so  doing, 
and  rendering  a  true  account  of  their  quantity,  and  how  he  dis- 
posed of  them.    Then  voted,  that  there  be  five  persons  of  a 
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committee,  any  three  of  which  shall  be  a  quorum,  and  hut  three 
paid.  The  following  persons  being  then  nominated  to  be  the 
committee,  were  voted  for  singly,  viz.:  —  Mr.  Thomas  White, 
Mr.  Benjamin  Luddin,  Mr.  Benjamin  Ncal,  Mr.  Joseph  Crosby 
and  Mr.  Ebcnczcr  Thayer.  Against  the  vote  and  order  above 
said,  after  some  of  them  had  been  decided  by  polling,  and  after 
one  of  tho  committee  was  chosen,  the  following  entered  their 
dissent : — 

"  Joseph  Pray,  Christopher  Webb,  Moses  Belcher,  Jr.,  Moses 
Paine,  Thomas  Copcland,  Stephen  Clcvorly,  Samuel  Arnold, 
Joseph  Tower,  Samuel  Cleverly,  John  French,  Moses  Belcher, 
Joseph  Brackctt,  Moses  Paine,  Jr.,  Depcndance  French,  William 
Belcher,  Ephraim  Arnold,  John  Curtis,  Nathaniel  Belcher,  Elka- 
nah  Wales,  Abijah  Allen,  Benjamin  Allen,  Jr.,  Benjamin  Paine, 
Jonathan  Ilayden." 

Not  much  thought  had  been  given  to  the  stone  quarries  until 
the  early  part  of  the  present  century,  when  Jackson  Field,  Jo- 
siah  Bemis,  Win.  Wood1  and  Win.  Packard  first  began  to  open 
quarries  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  stone  business.  They 
may  be  considered  the  first  persons  who  established  the  stone 
business  in  a  legitimate  manner  in  this  town,  but  it  was  in  a 
very  small,  way,  as  there  was  no  great  demand  for  largo  building 
stones ;  and  if  there  had  been,  they  would  not  have  been  able  to 
supply  tho  material  for  the  want  of  proper  apparatus  and  ma- 
chinery for  lifting  and  hoisting  largo  blocks  of  granite.  Tho 
stone  quarried  at  this  time  was  principally  for  underpinnings, 
door  stops,  etc. 

In  1822,  tho  question  began  to  be  agitated  in  regard  to  erect- 
ing a  monument  on  Bunker  Hill,  in  commemoration  of  this 
American  marathon.  After  the  committee  had  been  chosen  on 
the  design,  they  finally  agreed  with  Mr.  Willard*  that  it  should 

1.  William  Wood  wm  accidentally  killed  by  tho  falling  of  a  stono  npon  blui. 

2.  Solomon  Willnrd  was  not  a  native,  but  a  volnntary  citizen  of  Qulncy, 
coming  here  in  1825,  to  constnict  the  Bunker  ITill  Monument— the  great,  and  to 
him  the  greatest  episode  of  his  life.  Mr.  Willard  was  born  at  Petersham,  Wor- 
cester County,  Massachusetts,  on  tho  20th  of  .Tune,  178.1.  His  father,  known 
as  Deacon  William  Willard,  was  a  native  of  lliddeford,  Maine.  He  received 
his  early  education  at  tho  country  school  of  that  day,  which  consisted  of  six 
months  in  the  year. 
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be  in  tlio  stylo  of  an  oIksHsIc.  This  design  having  been  agreed 
upon,  the  next  question  of  importance  was  tho  selection  of  a 
suitable  architect  and  superintendent  for  the  construction  of  this 
patriotic  and  noble  enterprise.    At  tho  first  meeting  of  the  com- 

At  tho  ago  of  twonty-ono,  lio  bade  his  native  liomo  faro  well,  and  in  Octoltcr, 
1804,  came  to  Boston,  not  as  many  do,  "  waiting  for  something  to  turn  ii|>,'*  but 
rathor  to  turn  something  up,  ami  see  what  porsovoranco,  oncrgy  ami  activo  in- 
dustry might  Accomplish.  Here  he  coinmeuce<l  tho  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and 
with  his  broad  axe  and  willing  heart,  he  began  with  fitting  a  act  of  piles  for  the 
building  of  a  wharf,  at  fifty  cents  per  day  and  board.  His  employers  were 
Pond  &  Gale,  for  whom  he  worked  ten  days. 

Tho  first  year  of  Mr.  Willard's  residence  in  Boston,  he  worked  for  several 
parties;  and  after  settling  his  porsonal  expenses,  as  well  as  tho  purchase  of 
tools,  books,  etc.,  Salmon  Morton,  on  the  I'Jth  of  Oct.,  1805,  paid  him  two  hun- 
dred dollars  for  eight  months'  work.  At  this  time  ho  made  his  first  investment 
by  a  loan  of  two  hundred  and  fivo  dollars,  to  William  Willard,  which  was  after- 
wards paid  by  installment. 

In  1808,  Mr.  Willard  was  employed  as  a  carpenter  on  the  famous  Exchange 
Coffee  House,  an  immense  and  costly  edifice  extending  from  Congress  to  Dev- 
onshire street.  "  This  building  combined  tho  Merchants'  Exchange  and  Hotel. 
Thero  were  in  this  building  Ihren  principal  staircases,  of  which  the  grand  spiral 
pile,  on  the  southerly  side  of  tho  building,  which  extended  from  the  basement 
story  to  tho  roof ,  uml  intended  os|iociiilly  for  tho  hotel,  was  built  by  Mr.  Wil- 
lard, and  was  the  work  of  cousidcrablo  calculation,  judgment  and  skill,  in  tho 
joiner's  art.  Probably  thero  was  no  pieco  of  joiner's  work  in  tho  country  at 
that  time,  which  would  compare  with  it  in  spaciousness,  architecture  or  finish." 
This  building  was  seven  stories  high,  and  most  elaborately  finished.  It  was 
destroyed  by  fire  on  the  3d  of  Nov.,  1818,  and  the  light  of  the  courlagratioii  was 
Been  at  a  distanco  of  one  hundred  miles  from  Boston.  In  tho  mean  lime,  Mr. 
Willard  had  been  improving  his  mind  by  the  study  of  architecture  and  per- 
spective drawing;  ho  also  acquired  a  kuowledge  of  the  French  language,  and 
attended  anatomical  lectures.  So  noted  had  ho  Income  as  a  carvor,  that  ho 
was  constantly  employed.  Among  his  works  woro  the  Ionic  capitals  for  tho 
Brighton  meeting-house;  Iouio  and  Corinthian  capitals  for  Park-street  Church, 
Huston;  also,  for  Dr.  Chanuing's  Church,  on  Federal  street,  which  has  siuco 
been  takon  down.  En  1810,  he  carved  a  colossal  spread  ongle,  which  was  placed 
on  the  old  Custom  House  in  Boston.  It  is  now  to  be  seen  on  the  United  8tatcs 
Bonded  Warehouse.  Ho  executed  another  eagle  to  adorn  tho  Beacon  Hill  Mon- 
ument; when  this  monument  was  taken  down,  the  eagle  was  suspeuded  in  tho 
Boprosoulativcs'  Hall  of  tho  State  llouso. 

In  1813,  ho  connected  ship  carving  with  his  profession,  nis  mastcr-pieco  of 
this  kind  of  work  was  the  largo  bust  of  Washington,  executed  by  him  in  1810, 
for  the  74-gun  ship,  Washington.  Previously,  Mr.  Willard  had  been  engaged 
in  his  profession  at  Washington,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  In 
1818,  Mr.  Charles  Bulfinch,  the  architect  of  the  capitol  at  Washington,  engaged 
Mr.  Willard  to  construct  a  model  of  the  capitol  building. 
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mi t toe,  they  inatlo  the  judicious  selection  of  Mr.  Solomon  Wil- 
lard  for  that  purpose,  Oct.  31st,  1825.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Willard 
had  been  selected  for  this  important  trust,  lie  found  that  the 
arduous  task  of  selecting  a  suflicicnt  amount  of  appropriate 
material  for  its  construction  dovolvcd  upon  him.    He  declared 

In  addition  to  many  other  models  of  public  buildings  in  various  part*  of  tbo 
country,  that  Mr.  Willard  was  called  upon  to  execute,  was  the  plaster  models 
of  the  old  Bom  an  pnntheon  and  pnrthenon  of  exact  proportions,  which  were 
used  by  Mr.  Edward  Everett,  in  a  course  of  lectures  delivered  by  him  iu  1821-2. 
We  believe  these  models  are  yet  to  be  seen  in  the  basement  room  of  the  Boston 
AthenriMim.  Mr.  Willard  was  called  upon  to  design  and  execute  work  for  all 
the  principal  buildings  in  tho  early  part  of  the  present  century,  in  connection 
with  which,  he  taught  at  his  studio,  lessons  in  architecture;  he  was  also  one  of 
tlio  original  projectors  of  the  Merchants  Institution  of  Boston  in  182B.  In  1820, 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Charitable  Mechanic  Association.  After  laying 
aside  the  foreplane  and  broad  axe  and  entering  upon  the  higher  branches  of 
mechanical  art,  architecture,  sculpture  and  modelling,  tho  idea  occurred  to  him 
that  oue  important  matter  connected  with  his  profession  bad  been  neglected. 
That  was  tho  inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  system  that  had  been  adopted  for 
heating  large  public  buildings,  and  making  the  better  class  of  dwelling-houses 
more  comfortablo  in  the  extreme  weather  of  our  winters:  upon  this  idea  he  went 
to  work  and  mailo  a  model  fur  the  construction  of  an  apparatus  for  producing 
artificial  heat,  and  ventilating  the  various  apartments  of  the  building.  Thus  to 
Mr.  Willard  belongs  tho  honor  of  being  the  first  inventor  of  the  Hot  Air  Fur- 
mice,  upon  which  he  charged  no  roynlty;  if  he  had,  he  might  have  becomo  quite 
wealthy,  as  the  furnace  became  popular  aud  was  extensively  used.  The  manu- 
facturer of  these  furnaces,  Mr.  Daniel  Safford,  of  Boston,  with  his  assistant 
workmen  wascmploycd  night  and  day  iu  supplying  tho  market.  Those  fnrnacos 
were  placed  in  tho  Old  South,  St.  Paul's,  l>r.  Lowell's  and  other  churches;  also 
in  the  United  8tates  Capitol  at  Washington;  they  were  constructed  mostly  for 
wood,  as  fuel.  Anthracite  coal  was  little  in  use  at  this  time,  1823.  In  1820, 
three  years  previous,  ouly  three  hundred  and  sixty -fivo  tons  of  anthracite  coal 
was  used  in  tho  whole  country. 

Improvements  havo  been  made  in  the  construction  of  Hot  Air  Furnaces. 
Mr.  Willard's  furnace  to  some  extent  continued  to  be  manufactured  up  to  1840. 

The  crowning  glory  of  Mr.  Willard's  life  was  when  tho  distinguished  com- 
mitteo  on  tho  Hunker  Hill  Monument,  ncceptod  his  plan  and  adopted  his 
suggestions  for  the  construction  of  tho  monument,  although  many  have  tried  to 
rob  him  of  this  honor.  Mrs.  ix-e,  iu  her  "  Familiar  Sketches  of  Sculpture  aud 
Sculptors,"  states  as  follows:—"  It  is  well  known  that  Horatio  Greenough  fur- 
nished the  design  for  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument,  though  at  that  time  an 
undergraduate  of  Harvard  College;  it  was  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Directors 
with  an  essay,  and  finally  accepted."  We  have  omitted  to  relate  in  this  note 
his  adventure  in  the  stone  business,  as  it  is  enumerated  in  the  text 

After  the  construction  of  the  monument,  Mr.  Willard  spent  the  remaining 
portion  of  his  qulot  bachelor  lifo,  in  West  Quiucy,  iu  connection  with  tho  slono 
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this  was  one  of  the  most  I  a  I  unions  and  difficult  undertakings  in 
connection  with  the  building  of  the  obelisk,  for  the  reason  that 
the  use  of  stone  for  building  purposes  was  little  known,  or  not 
known  at  all  in  the  form  of  large-sized  blocks  of  syenite,  as  he 
desired  for  this  object.  Mr.  Willard  immediately  commenced 
his  explorations  for  this  project,  and  after  having  walked  three 
hundred  miles,  critically  examining  quarries  in  various  places, 
finally  decided  for  color,  durability  and  all  other  requirements 

business,  excepting  ft  year  or  two  of  tbe  latter  part  of  it,  when  his  time  was 
mostly  taken  up  with  experiments  in  agricultural  chemistry.  He  was  a  great 
follower  of  Liebig,  the  noted  German  chemist.  Ilefore  commeucing  his  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  West  Quincy,  which  was  an  unhealthy  part  of  the  town,  iu 
Inhabitants  dying  off  like  sheep,  with  dysentery  and  typhoid  fever,  Mr. Willard, 
by  irrigating,  clearing  up  and  draining  the  swampy  low  lands  of  this  section  of 
the  village,  caused  it  to  become  us  healthy  as  any  other  part  of  tho  town. 

Mr.  Willard  was  a  fair  example  of  a  self-educated  mau;  retiring  iu  his  habits 
of  life,  yet  always  willing  to  converse  and  freely  impart  instruction  or  knowl- 
edge to  any  one  who  desired  it,  and  strongly  opposed  to  all  ostentation  or 
Mattery;  this  point  Is  well  illustrated  in  the  following  cohiniunicatioti  with  Mr. 
Rdward  Kverett;  the  correspondence  occurred  in  reference  to  what  Mr.  Willord's 
foe  was  for  a  plan  of  his,  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  building  committee, 
for  a  monument  to  bo  erected  ut  the  "  Old  North  Itridgo"  iu  Concord,  Muss.,  iu 
eoinmeuioratiou  of  a  skirmish  there  in  Revolutionary  times.  The  following  is 
Mr.  Willard's  characteristic  reply:—"  I  did  not  thiuk  of  making  any  charge, 
and  am  sorry  you  should  give  yourself  any  trouble  about  it"  He  further  says 
iu  the  same  note,—"  Many  of  my  friends  are  in  tho  habit  of  adding  an  Esq.  to 
my  name  in  the  superscription  of  their  letters,  supposing  me  possessed  of  the 
little  vanity  which  it  would  gnitify,  but  as  I  have  no  claim  to  such  distinction, 
it  would  bo  mora  pleasing  to  have  it  omitted."  This  request  was  ever  after 
scrupulously  complied  with  by  Mr.  Kverett.  Mr.  Willard  had,  in  his  humble 
and  unostentatious  wuy,  been  a  great  friend  to  education,  and  the  citizens  of 
West  Quincy  did  him  no  more  than  simple  justice,  wheu  Uiey  honored  him  by 
calling  the  school-honse  erected  iu  that  district,  after  tho  i*ersou  who  had  done 
so  much  for  their  welfare. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  February,  1801,  Mr.  Willard,  wheu 
about  to  take  his  place  at  the  breakfast  table,  was  strickeii  with  apoplexy,  and 
in  about  twenty  minutes'  quietly  ex  pi  red.  His  death  caused  sudden  and  sad 
gloom  to  come  over  the  village  of  his  residence,  and  his  funeral  was  attended 
with  overy  degreo  of  rusjiect;  the  schools  were  dismissed,  the  bells  tollod,  and 
the  school  children,  with  all  the  citizens  of  West  Quincy,  iu  sad  and  soloiuu 
processiou,  while  the  baud  played  a  dirge,  proceeded  to  the  Hall  Cemetery, 
where  all  that  was  once  mortal  of  Solomon  Willard  was  deposited,  and  the 
rejected  shaft  of  tho  New  York  Exchange,  which  some  years  previous  ho  had 
unaided  placed  there,  is  erected  near  the  lust  rusting  place  of  this  puldio-spirited 
man,  and  benefactor  of  the  town. 
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desired  of  stone  for  tho  orection  of  this  monument,  that  the 
Quincy  syenite  was  tho  best.  Tho  quarry  approved  of  by  Mr. 
Willard  was  what  is  called  tho  Bunker,  Hill  Quarry,  and  con- 
sisted of  four  acres.  It  was  purchased  in  June,  1825,  by  Mr. 
Gridley  Bryant,  of  Mr.  Frederick  Ilardwick,  for  which  was  paid 
two  hundred  and  fifty' dollars,  and  sold  by  Mr.  Bryant  to  the 
company  for  a  slight  advance.  Previous  to  this,  Mr.  Amos 
Lawrence,  one  of  the  building  committee,  had  also  purchased 
a  quarry  at  Uockport,  Cape  Ann,  for  building  tho  monument. 
This  quarry,  not  being  considered  as  desirable  for  the  purpose  as 
the  ono  selected  by  Mr.  Willard,  was  given  up.  If  the  quarry 
purchased  by  Mr.  Lawrence  had  been  of  the  dosirod  quality,  it 
would  in  all  probability  have  boon  many  years  before  the  quar- 
ries of  Quincy  6tono  would  havo  achieved  their  present  celebrity. 

Tho  opening  of  these  stone  quarries  led  to  the  discovery  and 
opening  of  other  quarries  which  had  laid  dormant  since  tho  cre- 
ation. It  also  was  the  causo  of  the  building  of  the  first  railroad 
in  America.1    This  road  was  constructed  for  the  more  rapid  trans- 

1.  Tlio  following  is  an  account  of  tlto  opening  of  the  first  railroad  in  Amer- 
ica, as  given  by  Uie  papers  of  that  time: — 

"  This  railroad,  the  first  wo  believe  in  tho  country,  was  opened  on  8atnr«lay, 
in  presence  of  a  number  of  gentlemen,  who  take  an  interest  in  the  experiment. 
A  quantity  of  stone  weighing  sixteen  tons,  taken  from  the  loilge  belonging  to 
tho  Hunker  Hill  Association  and  loaded  in  throo  wagons,  which  together  weigh 
five  tons,  making  a  load  of  twenty -ono  tons,  was  moved  with  ease  by  a  singlo 
horno  from  the  quarries  to  tho  landing  above  Neponset  bridge,  a  distance  of 
mora  than  three  milos.  Tho  roml  doclinos  gradually  tho  wholo  way,  from  tho 
quarry  to  tbo  lauding,  but  so  slightly  that  tho  borne  conveys  back  tho  ompty 
wagons,  making  a  load  of  five  tons.  After  tho  starting  of  tho  load,  which  re- 
quired some  exertion,  the  horso  moved  with  ease  in  a  fast  walk.  It  tuny 
thereforo  be  easily  conceived  how  greatly  the  transportation  of  heavy  loads  is 
facilitated  by  means  of  this  road.  A  large  quantity  of  beautiful  stouo  already 
prepared  for  tho  Hunker  Hill  Monument,  will  now  bo  rapidly  and  cheaply 
transported  to  the  wharf  at  tho  termination  of  tlto  railroad,  whence  it  will  bo 
convoyed  by  lighters  to  Charlostowu.  Tho  road  is  constructed  In  tho  most 
substantial  manner.  It  rests  on  a  foundation  of  stone  laid  so  deep  in  tho 
ground  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  frost,  and  to  secure  tho  rails  on  which  tho 
carriage  ruus  effectually  against  any  chango  of  their  relative  position  ,  they  aro 
laid  upon  stones  of  eight  feet  iu  length,  placed  transversely  along  the  whole 
extent  of  the  road  at  a  distance  of  six  or  eight  feet  from  each  other.  The  spaco 
l»ctwocii  thoMO  stones  is  filled  with  smaller  stone*  or  earth,  and  over  tho  whole 
between  the  rails  a  gravel  path  is  made.    The  rails  aro  formed  of  pine  timber, 
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portation  of  the  stone  to  Charlestown  for  the  construction  of  the 
monument,  but  did  not  meet  the  expectations  of  Mr.  Willard.1  It 
also  gavo  an  impetus  to  the  stone  business  by  bringing  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  community  a  building  material,  which  has  adorned 
many  of  our  cities  with  a  class  of  noble  and  substantial  buildings, 
lioth  public  and  private.  This  experiment  of  Mr.  Willard  in 
opening  the  stono  quarries  in  this  place  has  added  millions  of 
dollars  to  the  wealth  of  individuals  and  the  town,  as  well  as  to 
enablo  the  Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association  to  procure  first- 
class  material  to  erect  the  monument. 

About  soven  years  after  this  road  was  opened,  a  fatal  and 
serious  accident  occurred  on  it,  which  was  the  first  railroad  acci- 

on  (ho  top  of  which  in  placed  a  bar  of  iron.  The  carriages  run  upon  tho  iron 
bars,  and  aro  kept  in  place  by  a  projection  on  thu  inner edgo  of  tho  truss  wheels. 
The  wheels  are  of  a  sieo  considerable  larger  than  a  common  cart  wheel. 

"  Wo  learn  from  a  gentleman  who  has  visited  tho  priucipul  railroads  in 
Englaud,  that  in  point  of  solidity  and  skill  in  construction  this  is  not  exceeded 
by  any  one  there.—  Columbian  Centiual,  Oct  11,  1826,  and  taken  from  tho 
Daily  Advertiser." 

Tho  cost  of  this  tramway  was  thirty-four  thousand  dollars.  See  Charles  F. 
Adams',  Jr.,  "ltuilroads;  their  Origin  ami  Problems." 

"Next  comes  tho  Jx>woll,  incorporated  in  1K30;  then  followed  tho  Worces- 
ter, l'rovidenco  and  others.  Tho  Lowell  wus  first  opened  for  public  travel 
in  Juno,  1835;  the  Worcester  in  July,  tho  same  year;  the  l'rovldcuco  was  also 
opeuod  iu  1835,  with  a  single  track.  Tho  Maine  was  o|»ouod  from  Wilmingtou 
to  Andover,  in  1830,  to  South  Berwick,  1843.  The  Eastern  comes  next,  iu  1838, 
which  year  it  was  opened  to  Salem.  The  Old  Colony  begau  iu  November,  1845. 
The  Fitchburg  iu  1845,  and  tho  Hartford  and  Kriu  iu  1S40,  under  tho  name  of 
the  'Norfolk  County  Uo.nl.'  It  is  somowhut  singular,  that  all  thu  railway 
stations  iu  llostou  stand  ou  ground  reclaimed  from  thu  sua." 

1.  "  Thoro  has  been  a  strange  misapprehension  respecting  tho  importance 
of  the  railway  to  us.  I  thiuk  the  following  statement,  will  illustrate  this  point: 
The  whole  quantity  of  stone  carried  from  our  ledge  to  tho  water,  is  2287  tous, 
which  at  35  cents  per  ton  comes  to  $800.50.  The  price  ottered  by  a  respectable 
compuuy  for  the  hauling  tho  common  wuy,  was  tifty  couts  per  ton,  so  ili.it  all 
tho  gain  that  ever  was  expected,  provided  they  had  fulfilled  their  agreement, 
wus  only  tho  difference  between  35  and  50  cents  on  J287  tous,  9343.05  iu  a  work 
where  $28,000  had  been  expended.  Ou  tho  other  side  of  the  account  we  must 
reckon  thu  loss  of  two  years  iu  waiting  for  this  company  to  jturform  a  job  which 
umouuls  to  a  lilllu  more  than  yim.  For  loan  in  time  no  estimate  iu  money  can 
be  mado.  It  has  beeu,  however,  an  injury  which  is  irrepuruble.  Tho  loss  iu 
cash  paid  to  meu  with  their  bauds  tied  iu  cousequeuce  of  tho  delinquency  of  the 
Hai  I  way  Company,  (1  should  say  to  speak  within  bounds)  was  teu  times  Uto 
whole  cost  of  carrying  2287  tous  to  Uto  water." 
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dent  in  New  England,  if  not  in  the  United  States.  July  25th, 
1832,  four  gentlemen  left  the  Tremont  House,  Boston,  to  coino 
to  Quincy  and  view  this  new  railroad  enterprise.  After  having 
examined  the  process  of  transporting  largo  and  weighty  loads  of 
stone,  they  were  invited  to  ascend  the  inclined  plane  in  one  of 
the  vacant  returning  cars.  While  the  car  was  ascending  this 
inclined  plane,  the  chain  gave  way,  and  they  wcro  precipitated 
over  the  precipice,  a  distance  of  twenty  or  thirty  feet.  Mr. 
Thomas  Bachus  of  Cuba  was  killed.  Mr.  J.  Gibson  of  Boston 
had  both  legs  broken.  Mr.  W.  G.  Bend  of  Baltimore  was 
severely  and  Mr.  Andrew  E.  Belknap  of  Boston  slightly  injured. 

We  givo  below  in  a  general  note  the  expense  of  building 
and  other  matters  connected  with  the  construction  of  the  mon- 
ument.1 

1.  "The  following  are  the  price*  paid  the  workmen  in  the  various  dopart- 
monla  for  the  construction  of  tho  monumont:— 

"  Quarry  man  s  department.  Ono  master  at  $2.00  per  day;  five  common 
at  — ;  three  capsin  men  at  — ;  ono  blacksmith,  $1.(77  per  day. 

"  Hammerer's  department  Thirty  hammerera  at  $1.73  per  day  ;  two  black- 
smiths at  $1.07  i»r  day  ;  ono  pattern  maker  at  $1.1!)  per  day. 

"  Holster's  department.  One  rigger — ;  ono  master,  $2.00  per  day;  one 
foreman  $1.07  per  day;  three  common  hands,  $4.50  per  day  for  tho  three. 

"  Mason's  department.  One  master  mason  $2.50  per  day;  three  journeymen 
at  $1.07  per  day;  one  apprentice  $1.00;  one  blacksmith;  one  tender. 

Whole  cost  of  monumoiit,  $103,903.08. 

The  measurement  of  tho  monument  by  tho  Eugiueor,  was  as  follows,  vis:— 

DIMENSIONS  OF  THE  OBELISK. 

Height  of  obelisk  to  base  of  pyramid,  20ft  foot,  5  inches. 

Height  of  monument  to  tho  ai«x,  221  feet,  5  inches. 


Rides  of  the  square,  first  course, 

30 

M 

Sides  of  the  square  at  base  of  pyramid, 

15 

U 

Thicknoss  of  wall  at  the  base,  oue-lifih, 

0 

H 

Thickness  of  wall  at  tho  top, 

2 

l« 

Circumforotico  of  chamber  in  the  top, 

30 

•  « 

Height  of  chamlier, 

18 

•  1 

• 

Diameter  of  chamber, 

11 

II 

0  inches. 

Height  of  each  course  in  tho  monument, 

2 

11 

8  " 

Diminish  in  each  course, 

2,  « 

Numlier  of  courses  to  base  of  pyramid. 

78 

Number  of  steps.in  tho  circular  stairs, 

201 

Height  of  riser, 

8  inchos. 

Foundation  50  feet  square;  0  courses,  2  feet  each,  12  foot  deep. 
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Six  years  after  the  opening  of  the  Bunker  Hill  Quarry,  Mr. 
Willard  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Joseph  Griuncll,  of 
New  Bedford,  which  gives  a  fair  insight  into  the  stone  business 
of  that  period  : — 

"  The  high  price  demanded  for  granite  for  tho  fifteen  yoars 
past,  and  particularly  for  blocks  of  largo  dimensions,  has  had  a 
tendoncy  to  discourage  tho  use  of  it,  and  my  object  in  engaging 
in  the  stone  business  was  not  to  inako  money,  but  to  inako  exper- 
iments in  ordor  to  removo  the  obstructions  to  tho  extensive  use 
of  granite  as  a  building  material,  and  to  ascertain  tho  lowest 
price  at  which  it  could  be  afforded  with  the  common  facilities 
for  doing  business.  I  left  the  profession  of  architect,  which  I 
had  followed  ten  years  in  Boston,  and  took  charge  of  a  corps 
of  quarrymcn,  at  the  Bunker  Hill  Quarry,  in  Quincy,  six  yoars 


DIMENSIONS  OF  THE  CONE. 


Height  of  the  cono  from  the  flooring, 

190  feet,  D  inchos. 

Diameter  of  the  Aral  course, 

10 

Diumoter  of  tho  top  courao, 

(i     "   '2  ■ 

Thickness  of  wall,  at  base,  ouo  sixth, 

1     "8  " 

Thickness  of  wall  at  top. 

I  " 

Height  of  each  courso, 

1     "    4  " 

Number  of  courses, 

147 

Diminish  in  each  courao, 

G-lOths  of  an  iuch. 

DIMENSIONS  OF  THE  PYRAMID. 

Vertical  height  from  base  line  to  apex, 

13  feet. 

Number  of  courses  in  the  pyramid, 

ii 

Sides  of  the  base, 

15  foot. 

From  baso  lino  to  njKix, 

15  " 

"  The  following  are  tho  names  of  the  workman  and  tho  amount  of  monoy  sub- 
scribed by  them  for  the  construction  of  the  monumont,  vis:— Solomon  Willard, 
$1000;  Eira  lladger,  $20.00;  Haron  Abbott,  $5.00;  Theodore  Rogers,  $5.00; 
John  White,  $5.00;  Joseph  French,  $5.00;  Daniel  Leonard,  $5.00;  Jacob  D. 
Collins,  $5.00;  William  Frederic,  $5.00;  D.  M.  C.  Knox,  $5.00;  Samuel  Amos, 
$5.00;  Andrew  Ituutiu,  $5.00;  John  Adams,  $5.00;  John  C.  Knox,  $5.00; 
John  Frederic,  $5.00;  George  Frederic,  Jr.,  $5.00;  John  Robertson,  $5.00; 
Samuel  Ela,  $5.00;  Eli  Stobhins,  $5.00;  Eleaser  Fredoric,  $5.00;  Daniel  Ela, 
$5.00;  Almoram  Holmes,  $50.00.    Whole  amount,  $1,105.00." 

"A  copy  of  this  document,  among  Mr.  Lawrence's  papers,  contains  several 
other  names,  as  follows:— Luther  Marble,  John  Devanuyand  Thomas  Pike, 
Jr.,  five  dollars  each,  and  Mr.  James  8.  Savage,  fifty  dollars,  making  the 
aggregate  $l,m  Probably  thoy  did  not  pay  thoir  subscription,  as  Mr.  Rus- 
sell's  receipt  is  only  for  tho  $l,l<i5  as  altovu." 
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ago  the  fifteenth  of  the  present  November.  Tho  committee  of 
that  work  had  previously  advertised  for  proposals  for  furnishing 
the  stone  required,  and  received  but  one,  and  that  was  sixty-two 
cents  per  cubic  foot,  for  tho  raw  material  delivered  in  Charles- 
town.  A  combination  had  taken  place  among  the  dealers  in 
stone  to  keep  up  the  prices,  as  is  usually  the  case.  Tho  quarry- 
ing of  four  thousand  tons  was  finally  done  by  the  day,  by  mon 
under  my  charge,  and  cost  the  association  but  thirteen  cents  and 
three  mills  per  cubic  foot  delivered  on  a  wharf  in  Charlestown." 

Still  this  was  hardly  a  fair  statement  of  the  expense  of  cutting 
stono  at  that  time,  as  Mr.  Willard's  services  to  the  association 
were  gratuitous ;  but  oven  at  those  prices  there  was  a  largo  mar- 
gin for  profit,  if  a  superintendent  had  been  paid  fair  wages  for 
overseeing  the  work. 

Tho  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Boston,  was  tho  first  build- 
ing that  we  know  of  which  was  constructed  of  large  stone. 
"Tho  corner  stone  was  laid  the  5th  of  July,  1824.  The  heavy 
columns  in  the  portico  of  this  building  were  cut  from  a  huge 
boulder  of  granito  in  tho  town  of  Wcstford,  Mass.,  known  as 


Tlio  following  in  the  surveyod  distance  for  tho  transportation  of  the  stone  by 
road  from  tho  Bunker  Hill  Ledge  to  the  monument  at  Charlestown:— 

miles.      qns.  KODB. 


Howard's  Corner, 

0 

3 

40 

Railway  House, 

'J 

2 

fiH 

Stone  marked  8  miles  to  Boston, 

3 

3 

0 

Commencement  of  lower  road  at  mills, 

4 

2 

0 

Road  leadiug  to  Neponsot  Bridge, 

S 

2 

40 

Turnpike, 

0 

0 

44 

Glover's  Corner, 

7 

1 

40 

Draw  of  Free  Bridge  (to  South  Boston), 

10 

0 

10 

Church,  head  of  Sea  street,  (now  Federal  street), 

10 

2 

4 

Hanover  street,  through  Federal  and  Marshall, 

11 

0 

72 

Hunker  Hill  Monument, 

12 

1 

2!) 

In  order  to  understand  tho  price  of  dressing  stono  about  this  period,  wo  moan 
first-class  work,  per  cubic  foot,  was  as  follows:— 

"  At  tho  Gonoral  Hospital,  for  columns,  $1.00;  at  tho  Branch  Bank  for  archi- 
travos,  $2.00;  which  were  to  hare  boon  paid  for  columns,  $1.00;  at  tho  Tromont 
House  for  columns,  $1.00;  at  tho  Tromont  Houso,  blocks  for  cornico,  GO  cents; 
at  the  Washington  Bank,  for  footing,  $1.00;  at  the  Arcade  in  Providence,  for 
fooling,  $1.00;  at  the  Dry  Dock  in  Charlestown,  GO  cents;  at  Norfolk  for  Dry 
Dock,  70  rents;  at  tho  New  Bank  in  Stato  streot,  for  piers,  $1.00;  for  tho  new 
Court  Houso,  $1.00.    Avcrago  price  for  theso  salos,  !K)  routs." 
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tho  Chelmsford  granite.  They  wore  twenty-four  feet  in  height, 
including  the  cap,  and  four  feet  in  diameter  nt  tho  base,"  and 
would  be  called  inferior  in  size  to  some  columns  since  cut.  This 
building  Mr.  Willard  completed  before  beginning  the  monument. 

Tho  first  large  stone  columns  quarried  in  Quincy  were  those 
taken  for  the  Unitarian  Church  in  this  town,  in  1828,  from  the 
ltattlcsnako  Quarry,  which  is  now  owned  and  worked  by  Jesso 
U un ton  &  Co.  They  wero  hammered  by  a  Mr.  llazen  Abbott, 
with  a  pean  hammer,  and  must  havo  l>een  a  very  laborious  job 
with  this  primitive  instrument.  The  old  rod  chalk  lines  can  be 
seen  to  this  day  by  which  the  stone  was  lined  off. 

The  Tromont  House  was  erected  in  18*28,  and  the  corner  stone 
was  laid  by  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Armstrong,  president  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Mechanic  Association,  July  4th, of  that  year;  the  stone 
was  hammered  at  the  State  Prison.  "  The  ornamental  part  of 
tho  entablature — the  facade  and  tho  portico — wero  executed  by 
Mr.  Samuel  It.  Johnson,  of  Charlestown."  It  was  among  the 
first  hotels  of  this  class  erected  in  the  country.  The  Masonic 
Tomplo,  now  the  U.  S.  Court  House,  was  built  in  1831.  Mr. 
Willard  furnished  tho  plan  of  the  monument  for  Mr.  Edward 
Everett,  in  commemoration  of  the  fight  at  the  old  North  liridgo, 
Concord,  in  1825,  but  it  was  not  completed  until  1830.  He  also 
made  the  design  for  the  Franklin  Monument,  in  the  Granary 
1  Jurying  Ground,  which  was  constructed  in  1827.  He  furnished 
the  plan  for  tho  Harvard  Monument,  which  was  eroded  in  the 
old  historic  cemetery,  in  Charlestown,  in  1828.  Mr.  Willard 
made  the  plan  for  the  old  Norfolk  County  Court  House,  nt  Dcd- 
liani,  which  was  built  in  1820,  and  at  that  time  was  considered 
one  of  the  best  specimens  of  his  architecture.  He  seems  to 
havo  been  at  that  period,  the  principal  architect  of  the  times. 
Tho  Suffolk  County  Court  House  was  also  designed  by  him,  and 
completed  in  1835.  The  two  Doric  porticos  were  supported  by 
eight  stono  columns,  which  were  twenty-five  feet  six  inches  in 
height,  and  four  feet  six  inches  in  diameter,  and  measured  about 
fifty  tons.  It  required  a  team  of  sixty-five  yoke  of  oxen  and 
twelve  horses,  to  transport  them  to  Boston.  Tho  Court  House 
has  since  boon  enlarged,  by  removing  the  Doric  portico  on  tho 
southerly  end,  and  there  building  an  extension. 
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Thcso  largo  columns  for  the  Court  House,  wc  IkjHcvc,  were  the 
third  ones  in  chronological  order  taken  to  Boston.  The  Branch 
Bank,  in  1824  ;  Fancuil  Hall  or  Quincy  Market,  in  182G,  from 
Chelmsford  granite;  and  the  Court  House,  in  1835. 

The  Boston  Custom  House,  on  State  street,  was  by  act  of 
Congress,  authorized  to  be  built  in  1835,  but  it  was  two  years 
after,  before  its  construction  was  beguu,  which  was  in  1837,  and 
the  time  of  building  it  was  twelve  years.  The  building  is  con- 
structed in  the  form  of  a  Greek  cross,  and  the  external  part  of 
it  is  in  the  pure  Doric  style  of  architecture,  and  was  wholly  built 
of  Quincy  syenite.  Its  walls,  columns  nnd  roof,  arc  constructed 
of  stone,  and  it  is  surrounded  by  thirty-two  massive  stone  col- 
umns, each  of  which  are  five  feet  two  inches  in  diameter,  thirty- 
two  feet  high,  and  weigh  about  forty-two  tons.  This  attractive 
and  noble  building  rests  on,  as  a  foundation,  about  three  thou- 
sand piles.  The  cost  of  tho  Custom  House  was  about  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  including  site  and  foundation.  The  stouc  for  tho 
Custom  House  was  taken  from  the  quarries  of  Richards,  Munn 
&  Co.,  O.  T.  Rogers  &  Co.,  Thomas  Hollis,  Jr.,  Granite  Railway 
Co.  and  Henry  Wood. 

Mr.  Willard,  in  183G,  superintended  tho  construction  of  the 
New  York  Exchange,1  which  stones  were  taken  in  part  from  the 

1.  Tho  following  is  a  partial  lint  of  tlio  public  buildings  erected  from  Quincy 
syenite,  and  tho  name*  of  tho  Anns  furnishing  it: — 

Tho  stono  for  tho  Unitod  State*  Dry  Duck  at  Charlestown,  Mans.,  was  taken 
from  tho  Granito  Hallway  Quarry,  and  drossod  in  tho  Navy  Yard,  in  1828. 

Tho  stone  for  tho  United  States  Dry  Dock  at  Gosport,  Vn.,  was  tnken  from 
tho  Granito  Railway  and  other  quarrios,  including  tho  "  South  Common,"  of 
pink  stono.  and  workod  at  that  time  by  Jonathan,  Samuel  and  Jamos  Nowcomb 
thrco  brothers. 

Tho  stono  for  tho  New  Orleans  Custom  Houso  was  furuishod  bctwoen  tho 
yoars  ISi'.l  and  IKfti,  by  a  combination  of  all  tho  principal  granite  linns  in 
Quincy,  Huston  and  vicinity.  Mr.  Luther  Munu  acted  as  ogonl  for  tho  sovenil 
firms,  with  tho  government.  Tho  building  occupies  a  wholo  square,  throe  hun- 
dred foot  on  a  side,  and  covering  an  area  of  more  than  two  acres. 

Tho  stono  for  tho  Mobile  Custom  Jlouse  was  famished  by  O.  T.  Rogers  ft 
Co.,  Granite  Railway  Co.,  and  J.  B.  Whltcher  &  Co.,  tho  contract  being  with 
O.  T.  Began  &  Co. 

Tho  stono  for  tho  Savannah,  Go.,  Custom  House  was  furnished  by  O.  T. 
Rogers  ft  Co.  and  others.  O.  T.  Rogers  ft  Co.  hud  tho  contract  with  tho 
government. 
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Wigwam  Quarry,  now  worked  by  Badger  Brothers.  O.  T.  Rog- 
ers &  Co.  and  Barker  &  Co.  furnished  the  material  for  the  entab- 
lature. This  building  required  a  largo  amount  of  heavy  stone, 
including  eighteen  fluted  columns  of  over  thirty  tons,  each.  These 
columns,  when  finished,  were  thirty-two  feet,  eight  inches  in 
height.  Among  the  stone  contractors  there  seems  to  have  been 
a  doubt  whothor  Mr.  Willard  would  bo  ablo  to  secure  them,  as 
will  be  seen  by  his  own  statement,  viz  : — "  I  do  not  apprehend 
much  difficulty  in  getting  the  whole  out,  although  our  neighbors 
in  the  stone  business  appear  to  be  much  concerned  about  it.  I 
presume  we  can  get  them,  if  anybody  can,  and  at  less  than  half 
the  cost  to  them.  Wo  are  now  drilling  aline  of  holes  eighty  feet 
long,  and  have  a  fair  chance  of  getting  two  columns  at  the  next 
split.  We  havo  wedged  off  our  long  split  about  an  inch,  and  1 
think  will  mako  what  was  intended.  Our  quarrymen  have  had  to 
proceed  with  great  caution,  on  account  of  the  great  length  ;  this 
block  must  have  measured  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  tons.  Another  block  was  partly  got  out  which  it  was  expected 
would  make  four  columns,  but  it  was  not  successful."  One  year 
from  this  time,  during  which  much  of  the  stone  fortho  Exchange 
and  Custom  House  in  Boston  had  been  secured  and  forwarded, 

The  stone  for  the  Portland,  Me.,  Custom  House  (since  destroyed  and  rebuilt) 
was  furnished  by  J.  II.  Whitcher,  &  Co.  and  barker,  Wright  &  Co. 

The  stone  for  the  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Custom  House  was  furnished  by  Rich- 
ards, Munn  &  Co.  and  others. 

The  stone  for  tho  I'rovidouco,  R.  I.,  Custom  House  was  furnished  by  Fred- 
erick &  Fluid  and  K.  C.  Sargent. 

Tho  stono  for  tho  Huston  Court  House  was  from  tho  Granite  Railway  Quarry, 
in  1H33. 

Tho  stone  for  the  Essex  County,  Salem,  Court  House  was  furnished  by  O.  T. 
Rogers  &  Co. 

The  stone  for  the  Worcester  County  Court  House  was  furnished  by  O.  T. 
Rogers  &  Co.,  and  Thomas  II  oil  is,  Jr. 

Tho  stouo  for  the  Itostou  Exchange  was  from  the  Wigwam  Quarry,  by  Mr. 
Willard,  with  tho  exception  ol  Hie  pilasters,  which  were  furnished  by  O.  T. 
Rogers  &  Co. 

Tho  stono  for  tho  San  Francisco  Exchange  wus  furnished  by  Richards,  Muuu 
&  Co.,  and  others. 

Tho  stone  for  tho  old  Masonic  Temple  and  tho  old  Trinity  Church,  Ikwton, 
wore  furnished  by  Riclmrds,  Muuu  &  Co.;  tho  temple  iu  18.13  and  tho  church 
in  1S2H. 
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Mr.  Willard  wrote,  July  8th,  1841,  as  follows  :— "  Wo  expect  to 
get  through  shortly  and  to  have  the  greatest  hurrah  and  throw- 
ing up  of  caps  that  ever  was  in  Quincy.  We  have  saved  three 
cartridges  for  the  Yankee,  to  be  fired  off  when  the  last  column 
is  loaded." 

Four  months  later,  be  wrote, — "  We  are  about  getting  the 
seventeenth  column  to  the  wharf;  the  eighteenth  we  expect  to 
get  finished  on  Tuesday  next,  and  the  whole  column  and  archi- 
trave afloat  in  the  course  of  next  week." 

The  discarded  column  was  set  up  in  the  Hall  Cemetery,  as 
we  have  before  stated,  in  Bpeaking  of  that  cemetery ;  and  hero 
we  wish  to  correct  an  error  that  we  were  led  into  by  the  author 
of  Mr.  Willurd'8  memoirs,  in  which  he  caused  us  to  make  the 
statement  that  a  full  set  of  stone  tools  was  placed  in  the  top  of 
the  monument,  when  since,  we  have  learned  they  were  placed  in 
the  base,  and  we  should  say,  the  most  proper  locality  for  them. 

The  cost  of  some  of  the  columns  as  stated  in  an  estimated 
work,  was  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  while  two  of  them, 
upon  which  extra  work  was  ordered,  are  put  down  at  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  Mr.  Willard  in  one  of  his  letters  remarks, 
"  that  the  primo  cost  of  getting  out  one  of  these  shafts  is  as 
much  as  the  prime  cost  of  a  Doric  column  with  its  capitals,  for 
which  five  thousand,  two  hundred  dollars  was  paid  at  the  Custom 
House."  The  estimated  work  upon  each  was  equal  to  four  men 
for  forty-five  days.  The  tall,  plain  and  fluted  pilasters  in  front, 
of  the  Merchant's  Exchange  in  Boston,  which  were  taken  from 
the  old  Rogers  Quarry,  are  much  the  largest  in  that  city,  and 
were  raised  into  position  by  means  of  screws.  The  corner  pilas- 
ters arc  forty-one  feet,  eight  inches  in  height,  six  feet  wide,  and 
moasure  about  fifty-five  tons.  Mr.  Willard  and  others  in  the 
business,  wcro  enabled  to  handle  theso  large  blocks  and  stone 
columns  with  great  ease  and  facility  by  Mr.  Wil lard's  improved 
lifting  and  pulling-jack,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Holmes'  hoisting 
apparatus.    Mr.  Holmes  was  also  the  inventor  of  the  derrick. 

Mr.  Willard,  the  pioneer  of  the  stone  business  in  this  town, 
lived  to  see  a  great  change  in  this  branch  of  business,  which 
was  brought  about  by  extensive  competition,  by  quarries  being 
opened  in  other  places  where  lighter  colored  and  cheaper  stone 
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could  bo  procured  for  such  purposes  ;  many  preferring  tho  lighter 
shades  for  the  construction  of  buildings.  By  far  the  largest 
amount  of  Quincy  stone  that  has  of  late  been  used  for  building, 
has  been  furnished  by  the  enterprising  firm  of  Messrs.  Henry 
Barker  <fc  Sons,  for  the  Philadelphia  market,  where  many  supe- 
rior public  and  private  structures  have  been  erected,  among 
which  are  tho  New  Masonic  Templo  and  the  Hidgway  Library, 
which  for  architectural  designs,  workmanship,  finish  and  cost  of 
manufacture,  have  not  been  surpassed  in  this  country. 

Probably  seven-tenths  of  the  syenite  now  quarried  in  Quincy 
is  used  for  cemetery  and  monumental  work,  which  is  now  the 
principal  business  of  the  town.  So  noted  has  it  become  for 
these  purposes,  that  it  has  been  sent  to  all  parts  of  tho  country, 
and  even  to  South  America  and  Europe. 

Syenite  and  granite  have  of  late  years  become  extensively 
used  for  paving  streets,  and  millions  of  paving  blocks  are  yearly 
manufactured  out  of  Quincy  stone ;  also  from  quarries  in  other 
places.  Mr.  Willard  somewhere  about  1840  furnished  the  first 
paving  stones  from  our  quarries,  and  they  were  laid  in  front  of 
tho  Tremont  IIouso,  Boston.  They  were,  however,  much  larger 
than  the  blocks  used  at  the  present  time. 

The  small  blocks  or  cubes  now  in  use  were  first  suggested  and 
manufactured  by  our  enterprising  townsman,  Mr.  Henry  Barker, 
in  1858,  now  of  the  firm  of  Henry  Barker  &  Sons.  Much  oppo- 
sition was  made  to  their  introduction,  especially  in  Boston,  but 
merit  and  perseverance  have  proven  stronger  than  prejudice,  as 
can  be  shown  by  the  largo  quantities  thut  have  annually  been 
called  for  and  used  in  the  city  of  Boston ;  also,  their  extensive 
and  increasing  use  in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Washington  and 
other  places  where  durable  and  economical  paving  material  is 
wanted.  Mr.  Barker  has  the  satisfaction  of  having  lived  to  see 
them  adopted  and  come  into  general  use. 

Up  to  1825,  syenite  and  granite  were  rarely  used  for  anything 
but  rough  work;  as  cutting  and  dressing  stone  mouldings  and 
carved  ornamental  work  was  little  known  here.  In  the  con- 
struction of  buildings  at  that  time,  the  walls  were  carried  up 
in  regular  courses  of  stone,  merely  squared,  and  most  generally 
crowned  or  finished  with  a  cornice  of  wood. 
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One  Sunday  in  1803,  the  first  experiment  in  splitting  stone 
with  wedges,  was  made  by  Josiah  Bemis,  George  Stearns  and 
Michael  Wild.  It  proved  successful,  and  so  elated  were  these 
gentlemen  on  this  memorable  Sunday,  that  they  adjourned  to 
Ncwcomb's  Hotel,  whero  they  partook  of  a  sumptuous  repast. 
The  wedges  used  in  this  experiment  were  flat,  differing  from 
those  in  use  at  the  present  time.  The  stone-cutters  found  it  bo 
troublesome  to  go  to  the  centre  of  the  town  to  have  their  tools 
sharpened,  that  in  1804,  they  had  the  first  blacksmith  shop  in 
the  Commons  built  near  the  quarry  of  the  late  Henry  Wood. 

Mr.  Joseph  Richards,1  of  the  former  firm  of  Richards  &  Munn, 
was  a  man  of  uncommon  ability  and  intelligence,  and  was  pos- 
sessed of  much  inventive  genius.  About  the  year  1831,  ho  in- 
vented the  bush,  or  axe  hammer;  which  term  is  the  more  proper 
we  are  not  able  to  say,  as  no  name  for  it  is  to  be  found  in 
any  of  the  dictionaries,  although  this  instrument  has  been  in  use 
about  half  of  a  century.  The  name  of  bush  hammer  is  evidently 
local,  as  at  Philadelphia  and  some  other  places,  it  is  called  axe 
hammer,  from  the  several  little  axes  being  keyed  into  the  checks 
of  the  instrument,  and  we  think  it  the  most  correct  name  of  tho 
two.    There  aro  six,  eight,  ten,  or  more  axes  connected  with  it. 

1.  Hon.  Joseph  Richards  was  horn  in  Cummlngton,  Mass.,  Aug.  20th,  1784, 
and  was  educated  in  the  District  School.  When  about  twelve  yearn  of  age,  he 
removed  with  his  parents  to  the  northern  part  of  the  State  of  New  York,  where 
lio  wan  engaged  with  his  father  in  farming,  until  he  wan  eighteen  years  of  ago, 
when  he  left  homo  and  came  to  Quincy.  Ills  first  engagement  in  thin  town  was 
with  Proshlont  John  Adams,  as  coachman,  who  aftor  a  fow  months'  service 
in  that  capacity,  suggested  to  him  that  ho  was  worthy  of  a  higher  position. 
From  these  suggestions  of  Mr.  Adams,  he  wont  to  Abington,  whore  he  under- 
took tho  duties  of  a  school  teacher,  a  position  for  which  by  nature  he  was 
eminently  qualified  even  at  that  early  age.  Possessing  an  instinctive  knowledge 
of  human  nature,  ho  governed  without  force  or  coercion.  Ho  was  au  ardent 
lover  of  tho  sciouco  of  m:i thematic*,  in  tho  higher  branches  of  which  ho  was 
quite  proficient.  From  Abington  he  returned  to  Quincy,  or  "  Hraintreo  Nock." 
(now  Quincy  Neck)  in  180.1,  whore  ho  engaged,  for  many  years,  in  quarrying  and 
working  stouo  with  Ilryant  Newcomb,  bis  future  fatlior- in-law,  in  tho  lumtnor, 
and  school  teaching  iu  the  wiuter  until  tho  iureaso  of  the  stone  business  in  which 
he  was  engaged,  engrossed  his  whole  time.  Although  obliged  to  abandon  tho 
profession  in  which  he  delighted,  his  love  of  knowledge  continued  unabated 
until  tho  close  of  his  successful  life,  Fob.  12th,  1848.  Ho  was  chosen  to  the 
Slate  Sonata  for  tho  years  1843  and  '44.  Mrs.  Richards  survived  her  husbaud 
a  number  of  years. 
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Tho  number  used  depends  upon  the  fineness  the  artisan  desires 
to  dress  the  stone.  This  useful  instrument  to  stone-cutters  was 
first  made  by  Mr.  Richards,  solid  or  wholly  in  one  piece,  for 
which  he  received  a  patent ;  since  then  improvements  have  been 
made  upon  it  by  constructing  it  in  several  pieces.  Mr.  Richards 
was  also  the  first  to  suggest,  construct  and  utilize  the  Louis  hole, 
as  now  applied  for  blasting  purposes.  No  consideration  would 
induce  tho  quarrymen  to  relinquish  or  givo  up  this  improved 
method  of  blasting.  The  advantage  gained  by  the  quarrymen 
is,  that  the  split  in  the  stone  generally  runs  in  the  direction  they 
desire. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  dress  stono  by  machinery,  but 
have  not  been  fully  successful  in  this  country.  A  machine  for 
dressing  stone,  patented  by  Mr.  Charles  Wilson  of  New  York, 
was  set  up  in  Quincy  in  1853,  by  Richards,  Munn  &  Co.  Not 
proving  a  success,  it  was  removed  to  Cape  Ann,  where  it  was 
used  for  one  season  only,  by  Barker,  Wright  &  Co.,  with  toler- 
able success.  Tho  same  principal  is  said  to  bo  in  successful 
operation  in  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  at  the  present  time  for  the 
dressing  of  syenite  and  granite. 

As  the  stono  business  becomes  better  understood,  greater 
improvements  will  bo  made.  Mr.  Henry  Barker  &  Sons  have 
recently,  or  in  1877,  had  constructed  at  their  stone  works  a 
sawing  machine,  which  is  the  first  machine  in  constant  use 
established  for  sawing  syenite  and  granite  by  iron  globules,  in 
tho  United  States ;  by  this  means  stones  aro  sawed  out  in  the 
samo  manner  as  boards.  This  is  accomplished  with  great  facility 
with  chilled  iron  globules,  but  must  be  seen  to  be  understood. 
By  this  method  they  are  able  to  manufacture  stone  mantles,  tops 
for  tables,  or  for  any  other  purpose  for  which  marble  is  usod. 
This  sawing  machino  soems  to  be,  as  yet,  tho  nearest  approach 
to  a  stone-dressing  machine,  and  may  at  no  distant  day  execute 
the  plainer  kinds  of  work  to  great  advantage. 

Within  a  few  yoars  a  now  process  in  tho  dressing  of  stono  has 
come  into  extensive  use,  which  is  called  polishing.  So  extensive 
has  this  process  become  in  tho  embellishment  of  our  syenite, 
that  most  of  the  firms  engaged  in  this  business  havo  been 
obliged  to  havo  constructed  within  their  stono  yards,  largo 
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buildings  in  which  expensive  machinery  has  been  placed  for  this 
purpose.  This  custom  of  polishing  syenite  is  a  revival  or  resto- 
ration of  the  Egyptian  system  of  embellishing  their  syenite  which 
is  as  old  as  their  everlasting  pyramids  and  monument.  The  im- 
provement in  this  branch  by  the  use  of  machinery  has  so  reduced 
the  cost,  as  to  make  polished  work  more  common  than  formerly. 
The  polished  surface  is  much  more  beautiful ;  it  is  also  much 
more  durable,  as  the  surface  is  thereby  rendered  perfectly  impen- 
etrable to  the  disintegrating  elements  and  the  ravages  of  time, 
as  may  be  seen  in  the  beautiful  specimens  of  polished  red  syenite 
of  ancient  Egypt,  which  still  retain  the  original  polish  and  color 
unimpaired.  The  recent  discovery  and  development  of  a  vain 
of  red  syenite  in  the  Grccnlcaf  Quarry, completes  the  parallel  in 
this  respect  between  the  ancient  syenite  of  Egypt  and  the  modern 
in  Quincy.  Although  a  lighter  shade  of  red  or  pink,  syenite  of 
excellent  quality  has  been  for  years  quarried  in  the  South  Com- 
mon, which  quarry  is  now  carried  on  by  Capt.  George  B.  Wen- 
dell &  Co.1 


1.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  enumerate  somo  of  the  old  and  large  firms  of  stone 
contractors  that  have  been  engaged  in  the  business.  Also,  to  give  the  date  of 
thoir  copartnership,  which  wo  have  dooo  so  far  as  wo  liave  been  able. 

1803.  Newcomb  &  Richards,  composed  of  Joseph  Richards  and  Bryant  New- 
comb. 

1817.    William  Packard. 

1825.  Granito  Railway  Co.,  incorporated  1825;  Oridley  Bryant,  agent,  suc- 
coodod  by  8.  R.  Johnson,  George  Peuniman,  J.  R.  Whicher  and  O.  K.  Sheldon. 

1827.  Richards  &  Nowcomb,  South  Common,  composed  of  Josoph  Richards 
and  Jonathan  Nowcomb. 

1827.   Bunker  Hill  Association,  Solomon  Willard.  agent. 

1827.  Samuel  Martin. 

1828.  Thomas  Tlollia. 

1829.  Newcomb  Brothers,  South  Common,  coraposod  of  Jonathan  Now- 
comb and  Samuel  Newcomb. 

1821).  Richards  ft  Munn,  Boston,  composed  of  Joseph  Richards  and  Luther 
Mu  mi. 

18.14.   Thomas  Hollis,  Jr. 

18.14  to  1842.  Wright  &  Barker,  composed  of  Ilenry  Barker  and  Abel  Wright. 
1842  to  1804.   Barker,  Wright  &  Co. 
1800.    Henry  Barker  &  Sons. 

18.W.    O.  T.  Rogers  &  Co.,  composed  of  O.  T.  Rogers,  Jcsso  Buiiton,  Samuel 
Babcock,  and  Noah  Cummings. 
18*;.    Moses  Day  &  Co.,  Packard  Quarry. 
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One  important  feature  of  all  theso  quarries  is,  that  the  deeper 
they  are  worked  the  closer,  the  texture,  and  more  permanent 
and  durable  the  color  of  the  material.  Some  of  these  quar- 
ries haveiliecn  worked  to  the  depth  of  from  seventy-five  to  one 
hundred  feet,  affording  a  quality  of  stone  that  is  without  a  par- 
allel either  in  ancient  or  modern  tiroes.  The  great  strength  of 
Quincy  syenite  has  been  proved  by  experiments.  Professor 
Henry,  of  tho  Smithsonian  Institute,  says,  "the  result  of  his 
experiments  upon  Quincy  stone  is,  that  it  will  bear  a  pressure 
of  seventeen  thousand  pounds  to  the  cubic  inch,  while  marble 
only  stood  the  pressure  of  two  thousand,  three  hundred  pouuds." 

The  various  great  improvements  in  the  method  of  quarrying 
Quincy  syenite  must  be  noted  :— At  first  the  rude,  primitive 
manner  was  to  heat  the  stono  and  let  fall  upon  it  a  largo  iron 
ball  to  split  it.  Another  system  was  to  excavate  a  deep  cavity 
in  the  ground  under  the  large  boulders,  and  fill  the  excavated 
space  with  brush  or  some  other  combustible  matter,  and  set  fire 
to  it.  When  the  stone  became  sufficiently  heated,  it  was  broken 
in  various  parts  by  the  uso  of  large,  heavy  sledge  hammers. 
Then  camo  the  process  of  blasting,  by  drilling  singlo  holes  in 
the  stone,  which  was  in  use  until  Mr.  Richards  utilised  or  sub- 
stituted the  Louis  hole. 


1830.    A.  J.  Moshler  &  Co. 

1830.    Ileal*  &  Frederick,  composed  of  Horace  Reals  and  Eleazer  Frederick. 

1837.  Frederick  &  Field,  composed  of  Eleater  Frederick  and  William  Field. 

1838.  New  York  Exchange  Co.,  Solomon  Willanl,  agent. 

1840.  Richards,  Munn  &  Co.,  composed  of  Joseph  Richards,  Luther  Munn, 
Lysaudor  Richards  and  John  S.  Lyons. 

1844.  J.  «.  Whicher  &  Co.,  composed  of  J.  R.  Whicher,  O.  E.  Sheldon, 
Jonathan  Jameson  and  Samuel  Ely. 

1847.   Newcomb  &  Chapiu,  composed  of  R.  R.  Nowcomb  and  E.  S.  Chapin. 

The  following  are  names  of  parties  engaged  in  quarrying,  but  not  contractors 
for  dressing  or  building  stone  :-Josiah  Remis,  Joel  Rem  is,  George  Follett, 
Thomas  Drake,  Greenleaf  Quarry;  James  Newcomb  worked  in  the  South  aud 
North  Commons;  Rryant  Newcomb,  South  Common;  Jonathan  Newcomb,  do.; 
Sumtiol  Nowcomb,  do.;  Ezra  Reals,  Gitxs  Quarry,  now  worked  hyJohn  Q. 
Wild;  Wm.  Packard,  Packard  Quarry,  uow  worked  by  0.  H.  llardwick  &  Co.; 
Samuel  Martin,  Thomas  Hollis  aud  Flanders,  Rattle-snake  Quarry,  now  worked 
by  O.  T.  Rogers  &  Co. ;  Moses  Nightingale,  Rass  Quarry,  now  worked  by  Fred- 
erick &  Field;  William  Kidder  also  worked  the  Rass  Quarry;  John  L.  Mutton, 
Cuss  Quarry;  Ezra  Rudgur,  near  Mount  Ararat,  uow  Churchill  &  Co. 
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There  are  no  monuments  that  can  be  placed  over  the  graves 
of  our  citizens,  so  lasting,  or  appropriate,  as  our  syenite.  Many 
of  the  sacred  and  costly  sarcophagi,  tombs  and  monuments,  con- 
structed for  the  honored  dead  have  been  dug  out  of  our  hills 
of  stone,  and  now  commemorate  and  adorn  the  graves  of  those 
who  quietly  lie  slumbering  in  Mount  Auburn,  Forest  Hills, 
Greenwood  and  other  garden  cemeteries  of  the  country.  It  has 
also  been  extensively  used  for  the  construction  of  large  and 
imposing  monuments,  which  have  been  erected  in  public  places, 
and  important  squares  in  many  of  our  large  cities,  in  commemo- 
ration of  the  memory  of  our  most  diHtiiiguishcd  and  celebrated 
citizens  for  their  noble  deeds  and  lives. 


COACH  LACE  BUSINESS. 


Among  the  pioneers  for  the  manufacturing  of  lace  for  the 
trimming  of  carriages,  in  New  England,  was  Mr.  Wilson  Marsh, 
who  established  this  industry  in  Quincy,  about  the  year  1797. 
He  began  in  a  small  way  by  placing  a  few  hand  looms  in  his 
house,  on  School  street,  where  the  old  Marsh  mansion  yet  stands. 
Several  years  after  he  began  business,  his  two  sons,  Klisha  and 
Jonathan,  were  connected  with  him,  and  the  firm  was  called 
Wilson  Marsh  &  Sons.  They  continued  to  successfully  prose- 
cute this  branch  of  industry  until  the  death  of  the  senior  part- 
ner, in  1828,  when  the  surviving  partners  formed  a  new  firm 
under  the  name  of  E.  &  J.  Marsh.  The  goods  manufactured  by 
this  firm  beenmo  noted  as  reliable  and  first-class  articles.  This 
established  reputation  of  their  coach  lace  so  increased  their 
business,  that  in  1836,  they  employed  seven  males  and  sixteen 
females,  and  the  value  of  goods  manufactured  was  estimated  at 
twelve  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  George  Marsh,  son  of  Jonathan, 
having  been  added  to  the  firm  the  year  previous,  the  name 
was  changed  to  E.  and  J.  Marsh  <fc  Co.  Tho  latter  part  of 
1830,  their  business  had  so  incroased  that  they  built  an  addition 
to  their  factory,  which  stood  near  the  homestead.  After  tho 
new  addition  was  completed  and  before  the  machinery  was  ready 
for  operation,  Mr.  JJigelow  invented  a  loom  by  which  the  lace 
could  be  woven  by  water  or  steam  power.  This  improvement 
in  machinery,  by  which  this  class  of  goods  could  bo  manufac- 
tured with  greater  facility,  gave  the  old  process  of  hand  weav- 
ing its  death  blow,  and  in  a  few  years  Messrs.  Marsh,  finding  it 
useless  to  compete  with  the  power  loom,  abandoned  tho  busi- 
ness. 

This  manufactory,  with  its  collateral  branches,  gave  employ- 
ment to  many  persons  who  found  it  very  acceptable  at  that  time. 
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"There  are  Btill  among  us  elderly  ladies  who,  in  their  youthful 
days,  carded  the  wool  and  prepared  the  raw  material,  besides 
weaving  much  of  the  lace.  They  found  this  occupation  a  wel- 
come source  of  income." 

Messrs.  Marsh  also  had  connected  with  their  manufactory  a 
dye  house,  where  the  raw  material  received  its  various  colored 
hues,  preparatory  to  its  being  fabricated  into  fine  coach  lace. 
During  the  dull  times  of  the  War  of  1812,  this  firm  connected 
with  their  legitimate  business  the  dyeing  of  garments,  in  which 
they  established  quite  a  business.  On  the  close  of  this  industry 
and  the  dissolution  of  the  firm,  the  younger  members  of  the 
family  converted  the  lace  house  into  a  boot  manufactory,  where 
this  business  was  conducted  for  years.  On  its  abandonment, 
the  four  brothers  went  to  Doston  and  engaged 'in  the  leather 
business,  where  one  of  them  is  still  engaged.  The  manufacture 
of  coach  lace  became  extinct  in  Quincy  with  the  dissolution  of 
the  house  of  Marsh  &  Co. 
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Tho  first  action  the  town  took  in  reference  to  encouraging 
awl  establishing  this  branch  of  industry  was  at  a  public  meeting 
held  March  3d,  1755,  when  as  an  inducement  for  the  citizens 
of  Braintrcc,  or  persons  from  other  towns,  to  engage  in  this 
enterprise,  tho  following  terms  were  voted  :— "  that  for  the 
encouragement  of  tho  bank  cod  fishery  to  be  set  up  ami 
carried  on  within  this  town,  that  such  persons  either  of 
the  town  or  who  may  come  into  the  town  from  other  places, 
and  shall  annually  during  the  proper  season  of  the  year, 
employ  themselves  in  their  own  vessels  or  those  of  others,  in 
cctching  and  curing  of  codfish,  arc  hereby  freed  and  to  Ihj  freed 
from  and  released  of  their  poll  tax,  for  tho  space  of  three  years 
next  ensuing  the  time  of  their  commencing  in  the  said  business, 
and  so  long  as  they  continue  in  it  within  said  term  upon  tho  pro- 
vision,  that  all  such  persons  who  come  from  other  places  shall 
be  approved  of  by  the  Selectmen  of  tho  town  or  a  major  part 
of  them,  from  timo  to  time,  and  such  of  them  as  shall  be  by  the 
Selectmen  disapproved  of  shall  be  still  subject  to  be  warned  out 
of  tho  town  according  to  Law." 

To  what  extent  the  business  was  transacted  under  this  encour- 
agement of  the  town  wo  are  unable  to  say.  However,  this  in- 
dustry was  carried  on  at  that  time  to  considerable  extent,  as 
building  vessels  for  this  trade  continued  to  be  prosecuted  at  the 
Point  and  neighborhood  from  that  time  to  tho  Revolutionary 
War,  when  it  was  suspended,  and  the  hardy  fishermen  were 
selected  to  man  our  impromptu  navy. 

The  fish  business  was  then,  as  now,  an  important  item  in  the 
traffic  and  business  of  Massachusetts.  So  important  was  it,  that 
ninety-four  years  ago,  or  nearly  a  century,  tho  State  passed  a 
'  resolution  that  a  codfish  should  bo  placed  in  the  Representatives' 
Hall,  in  the  old  State  House,  as  emblematical  of  this  industry, 
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which  was  passed  with  great  unanimity*.  The  codfish  was  after- 
wards removed  to  the  present  House  of  Representatives,  and 
hung  in  the  arched  niche  of  the  south  wall,  facing  the  Speaker's 
chair. 

The  perron  who  made  the  motion  to  place  the  codfitih  in  the 
old  State  House,  which  lias  excited  so  much  inquiry  and  curi- 
osity, was  Mr.  John  Row,1  an  eminent  merchant  of  Boston,  and 
most  active  among  the  sons  of  liberty.  He  served  on  important 
committees  with  James  Otis,  Samuel  Adams,  John  Hancock  and 
Thomas  Cashing. 

After  the  Revolutionary  War  the  fish  business  was  revived 
in  Quincy.  In  the  early  part  of  this  century,  Mr.  Nickcrson, 
Major  Vinal  and  Mr.  Bramhall  were  engaged,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  in  this  business  at  the  Point.  It  continued  to  bo  suc- 
cessful until  the  embargo  and  the  War  of  1812  seriously  inter- 
fered with  its  prosperity.  At  the  close  of  the  war  the  business 
whs  again  rev  ived,  ami  continued  to  prosper  with  varied  success. 
A  birge  share  of  the  business  was  in  the  bunch  of  capitalists  of 
Provincctown  and  othor  Cape  Cod  towns.  In  1833,  the  fish  in- 
terest began  to  concentrate  at  Gcrmantown.  Capt.  Brown  took 
up  his  residence  there  that  year ;  Capt.  Hodgkinson  in  1834,  and 
Capts.  Prior,  Rich,  Holmes  and  others,  about  that  period.  The 
land  at  Gcrmantown  was  mostly  occupied  by  fish  flakes,  as 
great  numljcrs  were  brought  there  to  bo  cured.  In  183G,  tho 
business  amounted  to  a  little  rising  thirty  thousand  dollars. — 
Ten  vessels  were  engaged  in  cod  and  mackerel  fishing.  Tho 
amount  of  codfish  caught  and  cured  was  six  thousand  and  two 
hundred  quintals,  the  value  of  which  was  estimated  at  eighteen 
thousand  and  eight  hundred  dollars.  The  number  of  barrels 
of  mackorel  packed  for  market,  was  one  thousand  and  seven 
hundred  and  fifty,  the  value  of  which  was  estimated  at  twelve 
thousand,  two  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars.  Tho  num- 
ber of  men  engaged  in  the  business  was  one  hundred. 

1.  Wednesday,  March  17,  1784. 

"  Mr.  Row  moved  the  House,  that  leave  might  be  given  to  hang  np  the  rep- 
resentation of  a  codfish  in  the  room  whore  the  Houso  sit,  as  a  memorial  of  tho 
importance  of  tho  Cod  Fishery  to  tho  wolfaro  of  this  Commonwealth  as  had 
been  usual  formerly.  Tho  said  motion  boing  socoudod,  the  question  was  put, 
and  leave  given  for  the  purpose  aforesaid."— House  Journal. 
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Wo  believe  the  old,  curious  and  eccentric  Lieut.  Peter  liickncll, 
an  old  resident  of  (iermantown,  was  not  connected  with  the  fish 
business.  So  eccentric  was  this  old  denizen  of  Germantown, 
that  one  fine  summer  day,  the  4th  of  July,  we  believe,  he  har- 
nessed his  horse  in  a  sleigh  and  took  a  pleasure  ride  to  Boston, 
which  caused  no  little  amusement  to  those  who  witnessed  a 
sleigh  ride  in  midsummer.  The  local  fish  trade  was  at  first  ear- 
ned on  by  different  persons,  who  would  go  out  in  the  morning 
and  procure  fish,  and  in  the  afternoon  dispose  of  their  fine  large 
fresh  fish  from  their  wheelbarrows,  for  six  cents  each.  In  1823 
the  first  cart,  owned  by  a  Mr.  Rice,  was  used  for  the  disposal 
of  fish.  Mr.  Snow  of  Hoston,  succeeded  Mr.  liieo,  and  made  u 
fortune  out  of  the  business.  Mr.  Samuel  Andrews,  well  known 
to  many  of  our  citizens,  was  engaged  in  the  local  trade  longer 
than  any  other  person,  and  died  at  a  ripe  old  age  of  75  years,  10 
months  and  11  days. 

Thomas  Morton  camo  to  Mount  Wollaston,  in  1622,  two  years 
after  the  Pilgrims  landed,  and  ho  relates  that  the  brooks,  rivu- 
lets and  the  coast  shore  abounded  with  the  most  delicious  fish.1 


1.  "  Among  Fishes,  Fiwt  I  will  bogin  with  tho  Codd,  because  it  is  tlio  most 
commodious  of  all  fin)!,  as  may  appouro,  by  tho  uso  which  is  mado  of  them  iu 
foraigue  parts. 

"Tho  Codd  fishing  is  much  used  in  America,  (wheroof  Now  England  is  a 
part)  In  *o  much  as  ;$00  Sayle  of  shinps,  from  divors  parts,  have  used  to  be  im- 
ployetl  yearely  in  that  trade. 

"I  have  seene  iu  one  Uarboure  next  Richmond  Island,  15  Sayle  of  shipps  at 
ono  time,  that  havo  taken  in  them  driyod  Codds  for  Spaino,  and  I  ho  Straights, 
and  it  has  bin  found  that  tho  Baylors  have  made  15,  18,  _n,  33,  p.  sharu  fur  a 
common  man. 

"The Coast  aboundoth  with  such  multitudes  of  Ootid,  that  tho  inhabitants  of 
Now  England  doo  dungo  their  grounds  with  Codd;  and  it  is  a  commodity  better 
than  tho  golden  mines  of  tho  Spanish  Indies;  for  without  dried  Codd  tho  Spau- 
iards,  1'ortingal  and  Italian  would  not  t>o  able  to  vittle  of  a  shipp  for  tho  Sua; 
and  I  am  auro  at  the  Canaries  it  is  tho  principall  commodity,  which  placo  lyoth 
noero  New  England  vory  convenient,  for  tho  vending  of  this  commodity,  ouo 
hundred  of  these  boiug  at  tho  price  of  J00  of  Now  Found  I^iud  Codds,  groatu 
store  of  traiue  oylo,  is  mayd  of  tho  It  vow  of  tho  Codd,  and  is  a  commodity  that 
witliout  question  will  enrich  the  inhabitants  of  New  England  quickly;  and  is 
therefore  a  principal  commodity. 

"The  Bass  is  an  excellent  Fish  both  fresh  and  salte,  ono  hundred  whereof 
salted  (at  a  market)  havo  yielded  5  p.  Tliey  are  so  largo,  tho  head  of  ono  will 
give  a  good  eater  a  dinner,  aud  for  daiutitiesse  of  diet,  they  excell  the  Mary* 
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Whale-fishery  business  was  established  at  Gcrtnnntown  and  at 
Quincy  Point  about  the  same  time.  The  first  vessel  fitted  out, 
of  any  noto,  at  German  town,  was  the  Cambrian,  in  1839 — a  top- 
sail schooner,  which  sailed  on  a  cruise  of  eighteen  months  under 
Capt.  Holmes,  of  German  town.  The  Cambrian  made  quite  a 
successful  voyage,  having  procured  twenty  whales  and  secured 
four  hundred  and  twenty  barrels  of  sperm  oil. 

The  Ontario  sailed  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Prior ;  also, 
the  John  Bove  Dodge,  the  Curacoa  and  others,  which  wore 
equally  as  fortunate  in  supplying  their  owners  with  oil  from 
these  greasy  monsters.  Tito  Cambrian  was  probably  the  first 
whale-ship  that  sailed  from  this  port.    The  Creole,  under  the 


bono*  of  Beefe.  There  nre  such  multitudes,  that  I  have  seeno  stopped  into  the 
river*  closo  adjoyning  to  my  house  with  a  sand  atone  tide,  so  many  as  will  loado 
a  Hhip  of  a  100  Tonnes. 

' 1  Other  places  have  greater  quantities  in  so  much  as  wagers  havo  bin  layod, 
that  ono  should  not  throw  a  stone  in  the  water  but  that  he  should  hit  a  fish.  J 
my  solfo.  at  the  turning  of  tho  tyde,  havo  seen  such  multitudes  passo  out  of  a 
pound,  that  it  seemed  to  mee,  that  one  might  goo  over  there  hacks  drishod. 
TIk'mo  follow  tho  hnylo  up  tho  rivers,  and  somotimos  are  followed  for  baylo  and 
chased  into  tho  bayes  and  shallow  waters,  hy  tho  grand  pise;  and  Uioso  may 
have  also  a  prime  place  in  tho  Catalogue  of  Commodities. 

"  Tho  Mackarels  are  the  baito  for  the  Basse,  and  these  havo  bin  chased  into 
the  shallow  waters,  where  so  many  thousands  have  shott  themselves  a  shore 
with  tho  surfo  of  the  sea,  that  wholo  hoggeshoods  havo  bin  takon  up  on  tho 
Hands;  and  for  length  they  oxcoll  any  of  other  parts,  thoy  havo  bin  measured 
IS  and  10  inchos  in  length,  and  seaveu  in  breadth,  aud  are  taken  with  a  drayle, 
(as  boats  use  to  posse  to  and  froe  at  sea  on  business©)  in  very  great©  quantities 
all  along  tho  Coasto.  The  Fish  is  good  salted,  for  store  against  the  winter,  as 
well  as  fresh,  and  to  be  accounted  a  good  Commodity. 

"  This  Sturgeon  in  Kngland  is  regalis  plscls,  every  man  in  Now  Kngland 
may  catch  what  ho  will,  there  nre  multitudes  of  them,  and  they  are  much  fatter 
then  thoso  that  are  brought  into  England  from  other  parts,  In  so  much  as  by 
ronsou  of  their  fatuesso,  they  doo  not  looko  whito  but  yollow,  which  miulo  a 
cooko  presume  they  were  not  so  good  as  them  of  Itoushea;  silly  fellow  that  could 
not  understand  that  it  is  tho  nature  of  fish  salted  or  pickcllcd,  tho  fatter,  Urn 
yellower  being  host  to  preserve. 

"  For  tho  taste,  I  havo  warrant  of  Ladies  of  worth,  with  choice  pallats  for  tho 
commeudatious,  who  liked  the  taste  so  well,  that  they  ostoemod  it  boyoud  tho 
Sturgeon  of  other  parts,  and  sayd  they  were  doccaved  iu  the  looks,  therefore 
let  tho  Sturgeon  passo  for  a  commodity. 

•This  river  wns  probably  Itlnok's  Creek,  as  Morton's  honso  was  near  this 
stream  of  water. 
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command  of  Capt.  Cook,  the  principal  owners  of  which  were 
Messrs.  Calvin  White  of  Braintrec,  Simon  GHIett,  Kbcnezer 
Woodward,  Daniel  Baxter,  Isaiah  G.  Whiton  and  Charles  A. 
Brown,  of  Qnincy,  sailed  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1840,  for 
the  Western  Islands,  where  she  was  fortunato  in  securing  a  fine 
cargo,  consisting  of  five  hundred  and  forty  barrels  of  sperm  oil 
and  ten  of  black  fish,  which  liberally  remunerated  all  those  con- 
nected with  the  vessel  and  voyage.  She  was  absent  nine  months 
and  a  half.    The  brig  Eschol  also  sailed  as  a  whaler. 

For  some  years  New  Bedford  was  the  largest  whaling  port  in 
the  world,  but  of  late  years  this  branch  of  business  has  materi- 
ally decreased.  The  most  popular  instrument  for  catching 
whales  has  been  the  harpoon;  other  ingenious  methods  have 
been  used,  but  have  never  become  popnlnr  with  the  whalemen. 


"  Of  Salmons  there  Is  greate  abundance,  antl  these  may  be  allowed  for  a  Com- 
modity, and  placed  in  thu  <  '.a  >  logue 

"  Of  Herrings  there  is  create  store,  fat  and  fiiire,  and  (to  my  mind)  ns  good 
as  uny  I  have  scene,  and  theso  may  be  preserved  and  made  a  good  commodity 
at  the  Cannrios. 

"  Of  Kolus  there  Is  ubuHdauco,  both  in  the  saltwater*,  and  in  the  frush;  and 
thu  fresh  wutor  Eulo  there,  (if  I  may  lit ku  thu  judgomonl  of  u  ]*nidou  Fish- 
monger) is  the  bent  that  hue  hath  found  in  his  life  time,  I  have  with  jioclo  potts 
found  my  howschold,  (being  nine  persons,  besides  duggs)  with  them,  takiug 
them  ovory  tide  (for  4  moneths  space)  and  preserving  of  them  for  winter  store; 
aud  these  may  prove  a  good  commodity. 

"  Of  Smelts  there  is  such  abuudauco,  that  the  Salvages  doe  take  them  up  the 
rivers  with  baskets,  like  slves. 

"There  is  a  Fish,  (by  sumo  called  shndds,  by  some  nlewives)  that  at  the 
spring  of  the  yeare  passo  up  the  rivers  to  spaune  in  the  ponds,  aud  are  takeu  in 
suuh  multitudes  in  every  river  that  hath  a  pond  at  the  end,  that  the  inhabitant* 
doung  their  ground  with  thorn.  You  may  sec  in  one  township  a  hundred  acres 
together,  set  with  these  Fish,  every  acre  taking  1000  of  them,  aud  an  acre  thus 
•Ires' ne« I  will  produce  aud  yeald  so  much  corue  as  .'I  acres  without  fish,  aud  (least 
any  Virginea  man  would  inferre  hereupon,  that  the  ground  of  New  England  is 
barreu,  because  they  use  no  fish  in  setting  their  corue,  I  desire  them  to  bo 
remembered,  the  cause  is  plaiuo  in  Vlrginoa)  they  have  It  "not  to  sette.  Hut  Uiis 
practice  is  onely  for  the  Indian  Maine  (which  must  be  set  by  hands)  not  for 
English  grainu,  and  this  is  therefore  a  commodity  thero. 

"  There  is  a  large  sized  fish  called  Hallihut,  or  Turbut;  some  are  taken  so  bigg 
thuttwo  men  have  much  adoe  to  hale  them  into  tho  Iwate;  but  there  is  such 
plenty,  that  tho  fisher  men  only  cate  the  heads  and  finncs,  and  throw  away  iho 
bodies;  such  in  Paris  would  yeeld  5  or  0  crownes  a  poeoe;  aud  this  in  no  dis- 
cern mod  ity. 
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One  process  was,  "  that  a  glass  tube  containing  prussic  acid 
should  bo  so  placed  in  the  shaft  of  the  harpoon,  that  the  mo- 
ment the  cord  or  line  was  pulled  taught,  it  would  bo  broken  in 
the  animal's  l>ody,  and  occasion  instant  death. 

"  Another  mode  of  employing  prussic  acid  was,  to  enclose  a 
glass  tube  containing  it  in  a  hollow  rifle  bullet  about  four  inches 
long,  which  was  fired  from  a  rifle  made  for  that  purpose.  The 
bullet  also  contained  an  explosive  substance  connected  with  a 
fuse,  which  ignited  as  the  rifle  was  fired,  so  that  the  bullet  ex- 
ploded immediately  after  penetrating  the  whale,  and  spread  its 
deadly  poison  through  the  flesh.  The  Indict  is  made  of  zinc, 
because  it  breaks  into  fragments  more  angular  than  any  other 
metal.  The  success  of  this  method  is  found  to  be  perfect,  but 
sailors  object  to  its  use,  dreading  to  touch  the  carcass  of  a  whale 
which  has  been  killed  by  so  powerful  a  poison,  for  a  whale  struck 
by  a  bullet  charged  with  prussic  acid,  only  disappears  for  about 

"There  are  excellent  Plaice  ami  easily  lakcn.  Tliey  (at  flowing  wator)  do 
almost  como  ashore,  so  that  one  may  stepp  hut  halfo  a  foot*  doope,  ami  pick 
them  up  on  tho  sands;  ami  this  may  passe  with  some  allowance. 

"  Hake  is  a  dainty  white  lish,  ami  excellent  vittoll  lish,  and  may  passe  with 
other  commodities,  hecause  there  are  multitudes. 

"There  aro  grcato  store  of  Pilchers  at  Michel m us.  in  many  places,  I  havo 
seono  Cormorants  in  length  3  miles  feed  Inge  upon  the  Sent. 

"  lobsters  nre  thoro  infinite  in  store  In  all  the  parts  of  the  land,  and  very 
excellent.  The  most  use  that  1  made  of  them,  in  5  years  after  I  camo  tliore  wns 
but  to  haito  my  Hooke  for  to  catch  liasse,  I  had  bin  so  cloyed  with  them  the 
lirst  day  I  went  a  shore.  This  being  knowne.  they  shall  passe  for  a  commodity 
totho  inhabitants,  for  tho  Salvages  will  moete  000  or  1000  at  a  placo  whom 
Lobsters  come  iu  with  tho  tyde,  to  oate,  and  save  dried  for  store,  abiding  in  that 
place,  feasting  and  sporting  a  month  or  0  weekes  together. 

*•  There  aro  greate  store  of  tho  Oysters  in  the  entrances  of  all  Rivers;  they  am 
not  rounde  as  those  of  England,  but  excellent  fat,  and  all  good,  I  have  seen  an 
Oyster  hanke  a  mile  at  length. 

" Mustles  there  aro  iuliuito  store.  I  have  oftou  gou  to  Wossaguscus,  where 
were  excellent  Mustles  to  eate  (for  variety)  the  lish  is  so  fat  and  large. 

"  Clamcs  is  a  shclllish,  which  I  have  seeue  sold  in  Westmiuster  for  12  pe.  tho 
skore.  These  our  swine  fecde  upon,  and  of  them  there  is  no  want,  every  shore 
is  full,  it  makes  the  swine  proovo  exceedingly,  they  will  not  failo  at  low  water 
to  he  with  them.  The  Salvages  are  much  takeu  with  the  delight  of  this  fisho, 
and  are  not  cloyed  (notwithstanding  the  plenty)  for  our  swine  we  dude  it  a  good 
commodity. 

"  Hasvr  llshos  there  arc.  Creole*  thoro  aro.  Cockles  and  Scallopos,  and 
divers  other  sort*  of  Shclllish  very  good  foode." 
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live  minutes,  and  rises  to  the  surface  dead.  Strychnia  has  been 
used  instead,  and  with  similar  result. 

"  The  greatest  number  of  whales  known  to  have  ever  been 
captured  by  a  single  vessel  in  a  season,  was  forty-four,  yielding 
two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  tons  of  oil,  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty-two  gallons  each;  this  was  in  1814.  The  fortunate  vessel 
belonged  in  Petcrshead,  Scotland,  and  the  oil  alone,  according 
to  the  price  that  year,  which  was  about  ono  hundred  and  sixty- 
dollars  per  ton,  was  worth  the  nice  little  sum  of  forty-eight 
thousand,  eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars." 
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NEWSPAPERS. 


Tho  Quincy  Patriot,  tho  weekly  journal  so  welcome  to  our" 
homes  and  firesides,  was  established  Jan.  1st,  1837.  Tho  editors 
and  proprietors  were  John  A.  Green  and  Edward  15.  Osborne. 
Tho  senior  member,  Mr.  John  A.  (irccn,  was  a  native  of  Quincy 
and  son  of  Mr.  John  (irccn.  He  was  born  Aug.  1st,  1814, 
and  selected  printing  as  a  business.  After  acquiring  his  trade 
at  Ilingham,  ho  was  engaged  as  editor  of  the  Oswego  Itepubli- 
can  of  New  York.  The  copartnership  between  Messrs.  Green 
and  Osborne  was  of  short  duration,  as  the  latter  gentleman  with- 
drew at  tho  end  of  three  months.  The  Patriot  from  that  time  was 
conducted  by  Mr.  Green,  for  about  fourteen  years.  July  1st, 
1851,  Mr.  Grecu  disposed  of  the  Patriot  to  Mr.  Gideon  F.  Thayer 
and  Mr.  George  Whito,  the  present  Judgo  of  Probato  for  Nor- 
folk County.  Judgo  White  was  a  native  of  this  town,  and  son 
of  Nathaniel  White.  Ho  fitted  for  college  with  William  M. 
Cornell,  LL.  D.,  and  at  Exeter  Academy,  N.  II.;  graduated 
from  Yale  College  in  1848,  and  from  Harvard  Law  School  in 
1850;  studied  law  with  Hon.  ltobcrt  llantoul,  Jr.,  iu  Boston  ; 
admitted  to  Suffolk  Bar,  and  becamo  partner  with  Mr.  llantoul 
in  1851.  He  was  a  member  of  tho  Constitution  Convention 
from  Quincy  in  1853.  Appointed  Judgo  of  Probate  and  Insol- 
vency in  1858,  which  office  ho  still  holds. 

Gideon  French  Thayor  was  born  in  Watcrtown,  Mass.,  Sept. 
21st,  171)3,  and  was  adopted  and  brought  up  by  Gideon  French, 
a  tallow  chandler,  of  Boston.  His  orphan  lwyhood  was  passod 
in  Brooklinc  and  Boston;  his  school  education  was  acquired  in 
the  Grammar  Schools  of  those  towns.  At  tho  ago  of  14,  he 
was  placed  as  a  salesman  in  a  retail  shoe  store.  In  1820, 
he  commenced  :i  private  school  with  one  scholar,  but  by  his  char- 
acteristic energy  his  school  became  flourishing.  Mr.  Thayer 
purchased  a  site  for  a  school   house  iu  Chaunccy  place,  now 
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Chauncey  street,  where  he  opened  what  is  now  known  as  the 
Chauncey  Hall  School,  in  1828.  This  noted  school  undor  Mr. 
Thayer  became  a  success.  In  1855,  he  resigned  his  charge  of 
the  school  on  account  of  failing  health,  and  accepted  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  Proscott  Insurance  Office.  He  resigned  his  position 
in  the  Insurance  Office  to  provont  threatened  ajmplexy,  and  tho 
remainder  of  his  life  was  passed  with  his  friends,  at  Kocnc, 
N.  II.,  whore  he  died  March  27th,  18U4,  aged  about  71  years. 

April,  1852,  Mr.  Thayer  sold  his  interest  in  the  paper  to  Judge 
White,  who  continued  it  until  April,  1853,  when  he  sold  all  right 
and  title  to  the  Patriot,  to  its  former  editor  and  proprietor,  Mr. 
John  A.  Green.  Mr.  Green  continued  to  publish  it  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  July  11th,  1861.  Messrs.  Thayer  and 
White  not  being  familiar  with  conducting  a  country  journal, 
sank  from  one  to  two  thousand  dollars  in  tho  experiment.  After 
tho  death  of  Mr.  Green,  his  widow  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
the  office.  In  I860,  Mr.  George  W.  Prescott,  the  former  busi- 
ness manager,  entered  into  copartnership  with  Mrs.  Green,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present,  the  Patriot  has  been  published 
under  the  iirm  namo  of  Green  &  Prescott.  The  first  twenty- 
five  years,  or  until  a  year  or  two  after  the  war  broke  out  in  1801, 
tho  Patriot  was  not  a  financial  success.  Its  publishers  were 
obliged  to  work  hard,  late  and  early,  to  make  both  ends  meet. 

The  Patriot  has  always  been  published  as  an  independent 
paper  in  a  folio  form.  Its  size  at  the  time  of  its  first  publication 
was  twenty  by  thirty  inches,  about  one-half  its  present  size. 
Tho  original  size  of  the  paper  appears  rather  diminutive  com- 
pared with  the  present  sheet,  still  it  was  as  large  us  its  editor 
desired  for  the  poor  remuneration  he  received  for  its  publication. 

Tho  Patriot  has  been  enlarged  three  timos.  Messrs.  Thayer  «fc 
White  increased  its  size  to  twenty-two  by  thirty-two.  It  con- 
tinued in  this  form  until  18G«i,  when  increasing  business  caused 
its  publishers  to  make  another  addition  to  it,  which  increased  its 
sizo  to  twenty-four  by  thirty-six  inches.  In  1872,  it  was  again 
enlarged  to  its  present  size  of  an  eight-column  paper,  twenty-six 
and  one-half  by  forty-one  inches.  May  the  Patriot  be  as  gra- 
ciously received  for  the  forty-one  years  to  come,  as  it  has  for 
forty-one  years  past. 
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The  next  newspaper  that  was  published  in  Quincy  was  called 
the  Quincy  Aurora.  This  paper  was  established  by  Mr.  Charles 
Clapp,  a  native  of  this  town,  Jan.  1st,  1843.  In  politics,  it  was 
an  ardent  supporter  and  an  able  advocate  of  the  principles  of 
the  late  Whig  party. 

The  Aurora  was  a  six-column  paper,  of  the  size  of  twenty-two 
by  thirty-two  inches.  This  paper  was  frequently  in  bitter  con- 
troversy with  the  Patriot,  which  finally  ended  in  a  libel  suit  at 
law,  and  in  all  probability  shortened  its  days,  as  it  was  discon- 
tinued after  an  existence  of  a  little  over  three  years  and  one 
month.  The  following  extract  from  its  valedictory  will  give  the 
editor's  version  of  the  cause  of  its  demise  : — 

Feb.  12th,  1840.  "This  is  the  last  number  of  the  Quincy 
Aurora  that  we  shall  issue.  We  need  not  mention  in  detail 
the  various  considerations  that  have  influenced  us  in  coming  to 
this  conclusion.  It  is  enough  to  say,  that  our  patronage  from 
the  beginning  has  not  been  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  make  the 
paper  what  we  wished  to  make  it,  or  to  yield  us  an  adequate 
compensation  for  our  time  and  lalwr.  Additions,  it  is  true, 
havo  been  made  to  our  list  of  subscribers  from  year  to  year,  but 
three  years  experience  has  fully  convinced  us  that  no  paper  of 
the  kind  which  we  would  be  willing  to  edit  can  be  fairly  sup- 
ported in  this  place." 

The  publishing  oflicc  of  the  Aurora  was  on  Hancock  stroct, 
over  Mr.  Bricsler's  store,  now  kept  by  the  firm  of  Whitney  & 
Nash.    Its  subscription  price  was  two  dollars  a  year  in  advance. 

On  Saturday,  Sept.  7th,  1878,  the  first  number  of  the  Quincy 
Free  Press  was  issued  by  Mr.  N.  T.  Merritt,  who  is  editor  and 
proprietor.  The  Free  Press  is  published  as  a  county  paper;  its 
principles  arc  in  sympathy  with  those  advocated  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  It  \h  an  eight-column  paper,  twenty-four  by  forty 
inches,  and  is  published  in  Temple  Block,  on  Temple  street,  at 
two  dollars  per  annum. 


RANDOLPH. 


The  first  newspaper  established  in  the  town  of  Randolph  was 
the  Randolph  Transcript  and  Advertiser.    This  was  published 
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weekly  as  an  independent  family  and  business  journal,  at  one 
dollar  a  year.  Tho  first  specimen  number  was  issued  March 
14th,  1857;  the  first  number  of  the  first  volume  was  published 
March  28th,  1857.  Samuel  P.  Brown  was  the  editor  and 
proprietor.  April  2d,  1859,  tho  same  publisher  changed  the 
name  of  the  paper  to  the  I  Randolph  Transcript  and  Now  Eng- 
land Advertiser,  and  also  increased  tho  yearly  subscription  to 
one  dollar  and  a  half.  It  continued  to  be  published  by  this  title, 
until  April  7th,  18G0,  when  it  assumed  the  name  of  the  Ran- 
dolph Transcript  and  Norfolk  Co.  Advertiser.  From  June  14th, 
18G2,  only  small  supplements  were  issued  for  seven  weeks,  but 
not  numbered  in  tho  volumes,  which  again  l>egan  regular  Aug. 
2d,  1862,  with  No.  12,  Vol.  VI,  but  Aug.  23d  of  that  year,  Mr. 
Brown,  its  editor  and  proprietor,  announced  its  discontinuance. 
Aug.  31st,  of  the  same  year,  it  w:is  revived  under  the  name  of 
the  Randolph  Advertiser,  and  was  printed  on  a  small  sheet  at 
fifty  cents  a  year.  April  4th,  18G3,  tho  Randolph  Transcript 
and  Advertiser  was  enlarged  by  its  editor  and  proprietor,  Mr. 
Samuel  P.  Brown.  Oct.  10th,  1803,  it  was  discontinued.  The 
following  is  tho  valodietory : — "  Six  years  and  six  months  wo 
have  published  this  paper,  though  never  a  source  of  profit.  In 
taking  leave  of  our  patrons,  we  will  say,  that  as  much  has  been 
done  by  some  of  them  for  the  encouragement  of  a  local  paper 
as  is  done  in  any  place.  They  have  been  more  than  just— they 
have  been  generous.  By  words  and  deeds  they  have  cheered 
and  helped  us,  and  we  shall  never  forget  them.  As  to  the  com- 
munity generally  with  whom  wo  havo  come  in  contact,  wo  have 
had  from  it  our  share  of  commendation  and  condemnation; 
probably  of  the  former  as  much  as  we  deserved — the  latter  wo 
will  forget,  or  try  to,  as  much  as  cannot  bo  made  beneficial  for 
us  all  to  remember." 

Mr.  Brown,  Jan.  7th,  18G5,  issued  a  new  scries  of  the  Tran- 
script and  Advertiser,  and  July  8th,  enlarged  it.  Tho  price  of 
it  at  that  time  was  one  dollar  and  a  half.  Oct.  1st  tho  paper 
changed  hands;  Mr.  Joseph  Jones  became  editor  and  proprietor, 
and  called  it  tho  Kast  Norfolk  Register;  published  at  two  dollars 
per  year. 

July  5th,  1SG7,  Khner  W.  Holmes  became  editor  and  propri- 
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ctor;  Mar.  19th,  18C9,  Stillman  B.Pratt  and  David  S.  Hasty 
became  editors  and  proprietors  under  the  firm  name  of  Pratt  & 
IlnRty;  April  22d,  1871,  E.  Marchnnt  assumed  control;  Aug. 
19th,  1871,  it  passed  to  Ichabod  N.  Fernald  ;  Jan.  20th,  1872, 
E.  Marchant  again  assumed  control ;  Oct.  5th,  1872,  Charles  M. 
Vincent  became  the  editor  and  proprietor,  and  remained  as  such 
until  March  15th,  1873,  when  Daniel  II.  Huxford  assumed  that 
office,  which  ho  still  ably  fills. 


BRAINTRKK. 


Newspaper  business  in  Braintrce  has  not  /net  with  much  suc- 
cess. It  being  a  sparsely  populated  town,  it  has  given  but  a 
feeble  support  to  local  papers.  Three  attempts  have  been  made 
to  establish  a  paper  in  Braintree,  but  they  have  only  receivod  a 
limited  encouragement. 

In  1809,  a  paper  called  the  Braintreo  Reporter,  was  published 
by  Charles  G.  Easterbrook,  editor  of  the  Weymouth  Gazette,  but 
l>cforc  two  years  had  passed,  he  felt  compelled  to  stop  it. 

In  April,  1875,  a  newspaper  was  started  by  C.  Franklin  David, 
a  rosident  of  Braintrce.  It  was  called  the  Old  Colony  Bulletin, 
and  issued  semi-monthly.  In  October,  al>out  six  months  after 
the  Bulletin  was  started,  Mr.  David  purchased  tho  Abington 
Journal  and  moved  his  type  and  presses  to  that  placo. 

In  January,  1878,  a  third  attempt  was  mado  to  establish  a 
newspaper  in  this  good  old  town.  A  handsome  sheet,  called  tho 
Braintree  Observer,  was  started  by  Daniel  II.  Huxford,  editor  of 
tho  Norfolk  County  Register,  and  edited  by  William  MacEwan, 
of  Braintreo.  Although  ably  conducted  it  docs  not  receive  the 
support  it  deserves. 
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1G40.  This  was  tlio  year  tho  town  of  Hraintrec  received  her 
act  of  incorporation  as  an  independent  municipality.  It  was  a 
gloomy  and  inauspicious  time  for  the  inhabitants.  No  money 
or  demand  for  their  home  productions;  emigration  had  in  a 
great  measure  censed.  Winthrop  says,  "  Corn  would  bring  noth- 
ing ;  a  cow  which  last  year  cost  twenty  pounds  might  now  bo 
l>ought  for  four  or  five,  and  many  are  going  out  of  the  country, 
so  no  man  could  pay  his  debts,  nor  the  merchants  make  return 
into  England  for  their  commodities,  which  caused  many  of  them 
to  speak  evil  of  us."  This  change  was  brought  about  by  the 
great  reform  in  State  and  Church  by  the  home  government ;  the 
Earl  of  Stafford  had  been  beheaded,  the  Archbishop — the  great 
enemy  of  the  Colonies, — and  many  other  dignities  of  the  realm 
imprisoned,  which  produced  an  utter  stagnation  of  all  business. 
So  great  had  this  evil  become  that  the  General  Court  was 
obliged  to  pass  an  order  to  try  and  alleviate  their  troubles,  as 
follows,  viz. :— "Oct.  7th,  1640.  It  is  ordered,  that  after  the  last 
day  of  this  month  no  man  shall  bee  compelled  to  satisfy  any 
debt,  legacy,  tine,  or  any  other  payment  in  money,  but  satisfac- 
tion shallbee  accepted  in  corn,  cattle,  fish,  or  other  commodities, 
at  such  rates  as  this  Court  shall  set  down  from  time  to  time,  or 
in  default  thoreof,  by  apprizement  of  indifferent  men  to  be  aj>- 
pointed  by  the  officer;  provided,  that  this  order  shall  not  extend 
to  any  debts  or  payments  due  or  arising  upon  any  contract,  or 
other  original  cause  proceeding  the  last  day  of  this  month  afore- 
said. And  this  Court  doth  order,  that  Indian  Corn  merchanta- 
ble, shallbee  so  payable  at  the  rate  of  four  shillings  the  bushel, 
summer  wheatc  at  six  shillings,  rye  at  five  shillings,  barley  at 
five  shillings,  and  pease  at  six  shillings,  hemp  and  flax  seed  at 
twelve  shillings  a  bushel,  and  all  these  prizes  to  bee  intended  of 
such  corn  and  seed  as  shall  grow  in  this  jurisdiction." 
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The  lirst  entry  found  transcribed  on  the  town  records  is,  the 
partly  illegible  record  of  the  Coddington  School  Fund  grant  to 
the  town  of  Braintree.  No  business  transactions  of  the  town 
appear  to  be  regularly  recorded  on  the  town  books,1  but  we  see 
by  the  Colonial  Records  that  the  Colonial  tax  011  Braintree  at 
this  time  was  twenty-five  pounds. 

"Martin  Saunders,  lit  Right  and  Al.  Winchester  were  ap- 
pointed to  value  horses,  marcs,  cows,  oxen,  goats  and  hoggs,  and 
they  were  to  value  them  under  their  worth,  rather  than  abovo 
their  worth."  By  the  General  Court,  the  first  magistrates  were 
•  appointed  for  the  town  of  Braintree,  Oct.  7th,  1G10,  as  follows, 
viz. : — "Richard  Right,  Alexander  Winchester  and  Will.  Ciiccs- 
bro,  to  cud  small  business  at  Braintree  under  twenty  shillings." 

1G41.  This  year  we  find  the  first  voto  in  reference  to  the  old 
grist  mill : — May  1st,  "  it  is  ordered,  that  there  shall  no  other  mill 
be  built  in  the  plantation  without  the  consent  of  Richard  Right, 
or  his  heirs,  so  long  as  the  mill  remain  in  their  hands,  which 
was  built  by  the  said  Richard  Right,  unless  it  evidently  appears 
that  the  sd  mill  will  not  serve  the  plantation,  and  that  ho  or 


1.  For  years  tlio  records  of  the  town  were  not  kept  in  chronological  order, 
and  Homo  not-  at  nil.  The  first  business  transaction  of  the  town  recorded  in  the 
town's  book  was  in  1043;  and  what  should  have  boen  the  first  matter  recorded  nt 
the  opening  of  the  business  of  the  town,  was  not  entered  until  11550,  and  that 
had  reference  to  the  laying  out  of  the  Plymouth  Tumpiko.  It  is  evident  that 
the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  tho  town  mectiug  were  kept  on  slips  of  pajwr 
and  subsequently  recorded.  The  same  discrepancy,  as  to  the  chronological 
order  of  dates,  is  also  to  be  found  in  tho  marriages,  births  and  deaths.  Tho 
first  record  on  the  book  of  registration  is  in  1643,  as  follows,  vir:— "  Solomon 
Curtis,  son  of  Decodatus  Curtis  and  Robcckah  Curtis  his  wifo,  born  tho  eighth 
day  of  June,  1043."  Subsequently,  tho  following  entries  are  made:— "Mary 
Nowcomb,  the  daughter  of  Francis  Nowcomb,  and  Rachol  his  wifo,  was  born 
March  2d,  1040.  Jonathan,  the  son  of  John  Hoidou  and  Susanna,  his  wifo,  was 
Intro  the  111  3-1(540;  Ilatiuah  Nilos, daughter  of  John  and  Jane,  horn  10  12-1030; 
John  N Ilea,  son  of  Johu  and  Jnno,  born  the  4-1-1038.  Tho  first  marriogo  wo 
find  recorded  is  Henry  Adams  and  Klizabeth  Fain,  who  wore  married  tho 
17-8-1043.  Tho  following  appour  to  l»o  the  first  deaths  recorded :— 1043,— Mary 
Fain,  buried  2d  day  of  tho  fourth  month,  but  is  not  recorded  ou  the  book  until 
1732.  10H5-K-8,  Henry  Adams  was  buried,  aud  is  registered  on  tho  towu  book, 
at  page  144  of  the  original  records." 

These  few  selections  from  the  records,  illustrates  what  wo  before  havo  said  in 
reference  to  the  irregularity  of  keeping  tho  town  records  for  several  years  after 
it  was  incorporated. 
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they  will  not  build  another  in  convenient  time."  The  next  was 
tho  laying  out  a  foot-way  from  the  old  church : — 44  There  is  a 
foot  way  to  ly  from  tho  laine  of  Goodman  Penniman,  where  it 
is  marked  on  the  paills,  and  two  ladders  appointed  to  be  made 
for  a  stile,  and  from  thence  upon  a  straight  line  to  the  meeting- 
house, over  tho  old  bridge."  Mr.  John  Glover  and  Humphrey 
Athorton  were  appointed  by  tho  Court  and  authorized  to  lay  out 
the  way  (which  was  the  old  Plymouth  road)  in  difference  at 
B  rain  tree. 

44  Alexander  Winchester,  Kich.  Right  and  Samuel  Bass,  were 
appointed  associates  for  the  Court,  and  commissioners  in  the 
town.  Tho  Court  also  gave  orders  to  imploy  Will.  Checsbrough 
and  Richard  Right  to  got  a  firkin  of  iron  ore  for  Mr.  Edward 
Alloyn." 

This  year  (1641)  they  ordered  that  no  wheat  bread  should 
l»c  baked  for  sale,  which  seriously  interfered  with  the  bakers' 
business,  and  illustrates  the  great  poverty  of  tho  Colony  and 
the  self-sacrifices  they  were  obliged  to  make  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  money  into  tho  Colony. 

"  Forasmuch  as  it  nppcaroth  to  this  Court,  that  wheat  is  like 
to  boo  a  staple  commodity,  and  that  a  ship  is  with  all  convenient 
speede  to  be  set  forth,  and  fraited  with  wheat,  for  the  fetching 
in  of  such  forraino  commodities  as  weo  stand  in  need  of,  it  is 
therefore  ordered,  that  after  tho  last  day  of  this  present  eighth 
month,  no  baker,  ordinary  keeper  or  other  persons,  shall  bako  or 
sell,  or  set  to  sale,  any  bread  or  cake  made  of  wheat  mealc,  or 
wherein  any  wheat  mcale  Bhalllico  put,  111*011  paino  to  forfeit 
double  the  valewo  thereof.  And  the  Cunstublcs  of  every  town 
are  hereby  required  to  sec  that  this  order  bee  observed,  and  that 
they  shall  make  seisuro  of  all  such  bread  so  set  to  sale,  and  dis- 
tribute the  samo  to  the  poor.  Mr.  Peck,  Mr.  Parker,  Goodman 
Bate  and  Stephen  Pain  are  desired  to  view  the  way  at  Braintree 
and  certify  the  next  General  Court." 

Mr.  Winchester  was  appointed  hy  the  Court  to  grant  summons 
and  attachment,  for  Braintree.  44  It  is  ordered  that  in  every 
town  one  shalll»ec  appointed  to  grant  summons  and  attachment 
in  all  civil  actions ;  and  attachments  are  to  bee  granted  when 
the  party  is  a  stranger  uot  dwelling  amongst  us,  or  for  some  that 
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is  going  out  of  our  jurisdiction,  or  that  is  going  about  to  make 
away  his  estate  to  defraud  his  creditors,  or  when  persons  are 
doubtful  in  their  estates  to  the  plaintiff,  and  the  same  persons  to 
graunt  replevy  ;  and  when  they  graunt  any  replevy,  they  are  to 
take  band,  with  sufficient  security,  (of  tho  party  that  desireth 
the  replevy)  to  prosecute  the  suite.  They  are  to  have  for  a  war- 
rant, two  peuce  a  pecce;  for  a  replevy  or  attachment,  three 
pence  a  peece ;  for  a  band,  four  pence  a  peece." 

In  the  year  1641,  "  Three  men  coming  in  a  shallop  from  Brain- 
tree,  tho  wind  taking  them  short  at  Castle  Island,  ono  of  them 
stopping  forward  to  hand  tho  sail,  caused  a  fowling  piece  with  a 
Frenc^f  lock,  which  lay  in  the  boat,  to  go  off.  The  whole  charge 
went  through  tho  thigh  of  one  man  within  ono  inch  of  his  belly, 
yet  missed  the  bone  ;  then  the  shot  (being  goose  shot)  scattered 
a  little  and  struck  the  second  man  under  his  right  side  upon  his 
breast,  so  as  above  forty  shot  entered  his  body,  many  into  the 
capacity  of  his  breast.  The  third  man  being  now  only  able  to 
steer,  but  not  to  get  home  the  boat,  it  pleased  God  the  wind 
favored  him  so  as  he  did  fetch  tho  Governor's  garden,  and  there 
being  a  small  boat  and  men  at  that  time,  they  brought  them  to 
Boston  before  they  were  too  far  spent  with  cold  and  pain,  and 
beyond  all  expectations,  they  were  both  soon  perfectly  recov- 
ered, yet  he  who  was  shot  in  the  breast  fell  into  a  fever  and  spit 
blood." 

It  appears  there  was  no  record  of  the  town's  business  for  the 
years  1C42-43,  but  by  the  Colonial  records  wo  find  that  Brain- 
tree's  Colonial  tax  for  that  year  was  fourteen  pounds,  and  that 
tho  town  was  to  be  supplied  with  one  barrel  of  powder.  In 
1G43,  the  Court  ordered  that  Samuel  Bass,  James  Penniman  and 
Alexander  Winchester  shall  end  small  cases  in  Braintree,  under 
twenty  shillings.  This  year  tho  Colony  was  divided  into  four 
counties,  viz. :— Essex,  Middlesex,  Suffolk  and  Norfolk.  Nor- 
folk was  at  that  time  more  appropriately  located  than  now,  as  it 
was  north  of  Suffolk,  as  its  name  denotes  that  it  should  be,  and 
it  comprised  the  following  towns,  viz. :— "  Salsberry,  Hampton 
Haverhill,  Excetter,  Dover  and  Strawberry  Banck."  The  pres- 
ent Norfolk  County  was  not  organized  until  1793,  ono  hundred 
and  twenty-five  years  after  the  first  one  was  established.  Mr. 
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Peter  Brackctt  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  writs,  or  town  clork, 
as  was  then  the  custom. 

It  appears,  even  at  this  early  date,  that  some  persons  were 
addicted  to  illegal  voting,  as  the  Court  passed  the  following 
order  to  restrain  our  Puritan  fathers  from  this  misdemeanor: — 

"  It  is  ordered,  if  any  person  shall  put  in  more  than  ono  paper 
or  bean  for  the  choico  of  any  officer,  he  shall  forfitc  ten  pounds 
for  every  offence,  and  any  man  that  is  not  free,  pitting  in  any 
vote  shall  forfite  like  sum  of  ten  pounds."  It  was  also  the  cus- 
tom to  use  corn  for  ballots.  The  Indian  corn,  if  in  a  majority, 
denoted  the  election  of  tho  person  or  persons  voted  for,  and 
beans  his  non-election. 

1 

1G44.  The  principal  record  of  the  town  this  year,  was  a  vote 
passed  Feb.  11th,  to  protect  their  property  from  fire,  by  obliging 
all  the  property  holders  to  procure  ladders  and  to  have  them 
attached  to  their  houses.  The  town  of  Braintree,  this  year, 
with  other  towns  received  her  share  of  Mr.  Andrews'  gift,  of 
five  pounds,  or  a  cow.  Mr.  Thomas  Mekins  was  chosen  one 
of  the  Representatives  tliis  year,  and  from  some  cause  or 
other,  was  dismissed  from  tho  General  Court,  at  tho  request  of 
tho  town.1  From  what  causo  Mr.  Mekins  was  discharged  from 
tho  Court,  we  aro  unable  to  enlighten  the  reader. 

1045.  "  At  a  town  meeting,  there  being  present  Mr.  Wclde, 
Janu  s  Penniman,  Martin  Sanders,  Thomas  Mekins,  Samuel  Bass 
and  Peter  Bass,  It  was  ordered  that  tho  fourteen  acres  of  Town 
Marsh  shall  bo  improved  to  tho  Elders'  use— Mr.  Thompson  and 
Mr.  fflint — to  such  time  as  tho  Townsmen  shall  see  fit,  or  oth- 
erwise to  dispose  of  it.  It  is  ordered  that  Braintree  shall  bo 
abated  out  of  their  next  lovey,  for  their  deputies'  lodgings,  ten 
shillings." 

1G4G.  "At  a  meeting,  there  being  present  Samuel  Bass,  Jas. 
Penniman,  Gregory  Belcher,  Henry  Adams  and  Samuel  Adams, 
It  is  ordered  that  every  man  that  is  an  inhabitant  of  the  town 
shall  have  Lil>orty  to  take  any  timber  oil  tho  Commons  for  any 
use  in  the  town,  (provided)  so  they  make  not  sale  of  it  out  of 

I.  The  inhabitants  of  Braintree  drew  up  a  petition,  which  was  sigued  by  iu 
citizens,  requesting  tho  General  Court  to  dismiss  or  discharge  Mr.  Mekins  from 
tho  Legislature,  which  they  did. 
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tho  Town,  and  in  caso  any  shall  make  sale  of  it  ont  of  the  town, 
cither  in  boards  or  bolts ;  or  any  other  wayes,  whole  or  sawed, 
they  shall  pay  for  every  tunne  of  timber  five  shillings  a  tunno 
to  tho  town." 

Mr.  Henry  Adams,  by  petition  of  tho  town  to  the  General 
Court,  was  appointed  clerk  of  tho  writs,  and  one  of  tho  three 
men  to  end  small  cases  in  the  town,  in  tho  place  of  Mr.  Peter 
Brackett.  It  was  the  custom  at  this  period,  for  the  town  clerk 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Legislature,  instead  of  being  chosen  by 
the  town,  as  is  now  the  practice.  It  has  been  claimed,  and  is 
recorded  on  tho  fly  leaf  of  tho  town  records,  that  Mr.  Adams 
was  the  first  town  clerk,  but  it  appears  by  the  General  Court 
records  that  he  did' not  rcccivo  his  appointment  until  six  years 
after  tho  town  was  incorporated,  or  in  1646;  and  that,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Peter  Brackctt,  who  received  his  official  commission 
aB  clerk  of  the  town  in  1643-4,  and  it  is  our  belief  that  Mr.  Peter 
Brackett  has  prior  claim  to  this  office,  and  was  the  first  town 
clerk  of  old  Brain  tree.  This  error  most  probably  occurred  from 
some  one — wo  think  it  was  Mr.  Mills,  a  former  town  clerk,  in 
writing  up  a  list  of  these  officers  some  years  after,  from  memory, 
as  he  evidently  had  done,  in  making  up  a  list  of  tho  earlier  mili- 
tary commanders  of  the  town. 

Wo  find  no  record  for  tho  year  1647. 

1648.  "Mr.  fflint  mado  acknowledgement  of  the  salo  of 
tho  house  and  lot  which  was  lately  John  Paflins,  and  sinco 
his  death  sold  unto  tho  said  Henry  fflint,  by  William  Fcnno, 
by  virtue  of  execution  sued  out  by  him  in  the  presence  of  all 
the  townsmen,  the  said  Henry  fflint  doth  acknowledge  himself 
fully  satisfied  by  Mr.  Doctor  John  Morlcy,  for  tho  said  house, 
only  the  said  Mr.  Doctor  doth  promise  that  if  he  should  be 
called  forth  of  the  Town  to  surrender  back  again  the  said  houso 
to  Mr.  fflint,  at  the  same  rate  of  seven  pounds,  which  ho  paid, 
being  allowed  at  the  discretion  of  indifferent  men  for  such 
charges  as  ho  has  been  at,  in  witness  hereof,  tho  said  Henry 
fflint  and  Mr.  Doctor  havo  hereto  set  their  hand  in  presence  of 
Samuel  Bass,  Richard  Brackett,  Moses  Pain,  Thomas  Blanchard, 
Mathew  Barns,  Wm.  Allen  and  Martin  Sanders. 

JIknuy  Fflint,  John  Mobley." 
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Mr.  William  Ting  was  this  year  chosen  captain  of  the  military 
company  of  11  rain  tree,  and  his  commission  was  confirmed  by  the 
Court.  For  several  years  no  record  appears  on  the  book  of  any 
importance.  • 

1651.  At  this  time,  we  find  the  first  case  of  insanity  in  the 
town.  "In  answer  to  tho  petition  of  John  Ilcydon  of  Braintree, 
for  relief  in  respect  of  his  distracted  childe,  as  also  some  loss 
lately  befalne  him,  this  Court  doth  order,  that  the  said  John 
Ileydon  shall  have  from  the  County,  towards  the  charges  of 
keeping  the  childe,  five  pounds  per  annum,  to  be  payed  out  of 
their  own  Town  levy,  and  the  Town  to  bear  tho  rest  of  the 
charge  till  the  Court  so  cause  to  withdraw  their  benevolence." 

1059.  This  year  the  town  was  engaged  in*  their  first  law-suit, 
which  was  a  rum  case,  and  decided  by  tho  Court  against  tho 
town ;  the  cost  of  which  failed  tho  town,  or  at  any  rate,  it  em- 
barrassed them  so  much  that  they  had  to  petition  the  Court  for 
an  abatement  of  their  County  taxes,  so  that  they  might  be  able 
to  pay  the  expense  of  Court,  and  some  other  charges  of  Frizcll's 
freezing. 

"  In  the  case  of  Richard  Brackett  and  Samuel  Bass,  in  behalf 
of  tho  Town,  plaintiff,  against  John  Andrews  and  Benjamin 
Phippeny,  defendants,  in  action  of  the  case  for  giving  John 
Frizell  so  much  licquor  as  made  him  drunk,  and  occasioned  his 
miserable  freezing,  the  Court,  on  hearing  the  case  and  evidence, 
do  find  for  tho  defendant." 

May  31st,  1000.  "In  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  townsmen 
of  Braintree,  the  Court  judgcth  it  meet  to  allow  thorn  ten 
pounds  for  the  present  year  out  of  their  County  rates  in  ref- 
erence to  their  charge  about  Frizell." 

1000.  Much  has  been  written  to  prove  that  Goffe,  one  of  the 
three  judges  who  condemned  Charles  I,  once  resided  in  old 
Braintree.  This  we  think  is  not  tho  case,  as  they  arrived  in 
Boston  July  27th,  1660,  where  they  resided  until  discovered  by 
tho  officers  of  tho  home  government,  and  were  obliged  to  flee 
from  Boston  for  safety.  All  authority  relates  that  they  went  to 
Hadley,  Mass.;  also,  to  New  Haven,  Conn.  After  searching  all 
recorded  evidence,  wo  cannot  find  the  least  shadow  of  proof 
that  thoy  over  domiciled  here.   Thoso  who  desire  to  become 
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moro  familiar  with  an  account  of  these  regicides,  can  find  a  full 
and  able  history  of  them  by  Dr.  Ezra  Stiles,  president  of  Yale 
College,  published  in  1794.  Dr.  Ebenezer  Brackott,  of  this 
town,  who  in  1793,  wroto  and  had  published  a  poem,  prefixed  by 
a  history  of  Goffe,  Whalley  and  Dixwell,  the  regicide  judges, 
makes  no  mention  that  they  ever  resided  here.1 

1G6G.  A  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  tho  town,  this  year 
petitioned  the  General  Court  for  a  grant  of  six  thousand  acres  of 
land.  The  reason  assigned  for  it  was,  that  the  land  in  Braintree 
was  worn  out,  and  would  not  afford  them  a  comfortable  support. 
The  Court  answered  their  petition  by  granting  them  tho  six 
thousand  acres,  but  after  having  received  this  grant  it  appears 
that  thoy  did  not  care  much  for  it,  as  it  was  nearly  half  a  centu- 
ry after,  when  probably  nearly  all  of  the  original  petitioners 
were  dead,  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  raked  up 
this  old  matter  to  ascertain  if  their  old  title  was  good.  Finding 
that  it  was,  they  had  it  located  in  Worcester  County,  from  which 
was  organized  the  town  of  New  Braintree,  incorporated  in  1751, 
nearly  a  century  after  the  original  grant  was  made.  This  year, 
tho  great  pest  of  the  applo  orchards  made  its  appearance, 
which  was  the  winker  worm.  From  an  old  account  book  we 
find  that  apples  and  turnips  were  one  shilling  a  bushel ;  the  pay 
for  one  day's  mowing  was  two  shillings  and  two  ponce ;  a  com- 
mon laborer's  pay  was  two  shillings  per  day,  and  ten  pounds  by 
the  year;  women  received  from  four  to  five  pounds  per  year; 
board  by  tho  week  was  four  shillings.  Turnips  were  an  impor- 
tant article  of  diet  at  this  time,  as  they  were  used  as  a  substitute 
for  potatoes.  Totatoes  were  not  cultivated  in  New  England 
until  about  1719. 

1670.  "  There  being  a  meeting  called,  the  inhabitants  gener- 
ally met  together,  and  it  was  voted  and  concluded  there  should 
be  a  church  rate  made  to  the  sum  of  sixty-six  pounds,  and  dis- 
posed of  as  follows,  viz :— Fifteen  pounds  to  Mr.  Buckley  of  Con- 
cord, twenty  shillings  a  man  for  ministers  that  had  been  helpfull 
to  the  church,  and  the  remainder  should  go  to  Josiah  fHint. 

1.  Roe  Hutchinson'*  History,  Holmes'  Annals,  Allen's  American  Biograph- 
ical Dictionary  and  Talfrey's  History.  Also,  see  an  article  by  Frederick  A. 
"\Vbituey,  iu  Quiucy  Patriot,  Doc.,  18GU. 
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1672.  "  Voted,  to  give  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fisk  £60,  ns  in  lieu 
thereof  the  use  of  a  house  and  land.  The  Selectmen  also  deter- 
mined that  the  ancient  way  into  the  Commons  over  Barnabas 
Derifield's  land  shall  be  at  the  head  of  the  furnace  pond,  and 
bo  into  the  way  that  goes  into  the  mill  pond." 

1G73.  Action  was  taken  this  year  by  the  town  to  regulate  the 
holding  of  their  town  meetings ;  before  this  they  had  been  very 
irregularly  held  at  their  neighbor'  houses,  where  a  few  would 
gather  together  and  transact  the  town  business.  "  It  was  agreed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Braintrce,  that  all  public  meet- 
ings should  be  held  upon  the  first  second  day  of  March,  and  the 
last  second  day  of  October  annually,  and  that  thcro  should  Ik> 
upon  these  days  a  generall  Town  meeting  of  the  whole  inhabi- 
tants to  consult  and  agrco  upon  all  things  that  may  concern  the 
good  of  the  Town,  and  for  the  choice  of  Town  officers." 

This  year  the  difference  about  the  old  grist  mill  was  settled. 
This  old  mill  was  located  on  the  westerly  side  of  the  bridge,  at 
tho  junction  of  School  and  Fort  streets.  It  was  this  old  mill 
that  for  a  long  period  of  years  supplied  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  with  their  corn  or  Indian  meal  for  their  johnny  cakes  and 
hasty  puddings.  It  was  to  this  mill  John  Adams  for  a  few  pen- 
nies took  his  favorite  teacher's  grist  to  have  ground  for  her  daily 
repast.  The  second  owner  of  this  mill  was  Major  Gibbons,  one 
of  Morton's  followers  and  convivial  companions  at  tho  Mount.1 

].  This  account  of  Edward  Gibbous  is  taken  from  Mr.  Pulfroy's  Malory  of 
Now  England,  Vol.  II,  p.  328  :— 

"  Tho  history  of  Edward  (libbona  was  peculiar.  If  o  fir  at  appears  as  ono  of 
Thomas  Morton's  unsavory  company  at  Merry  Mount  Probably  ho  was  a 
brother  of  Ambrose  Gibbons,  and  had  been  previously  with  him  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Piacataqua,  (see  Palfroy,  Vol.  I,  p.  523,  Nolo  1.)  Before  long  he  joined 
the  church  iu  Boston,  whero  ho  became  a  freeman  at  tho  first  court  of  Elections. 
—Mass.  Rec.,  Vol.  I,  p.  »ifi. 

"  When  he  left  Merry  Mount,  he  had  not  left  off  his  old  habits,  for  In  August, 
after  be  became  a  citizen  the  Magistrates  had  occasion  to  fino  1dm  twenty  shil- 
lings, for  abusing  himself  disorderly  with  drinking  too  much  stroug  drink, 
(Ibid  90.)  Ho,  however,  represented  Charlestowii  us  ono  of  tho  two  of  every 
plantation  appointed  (lfi32)  to  confer  with  tho  court  about  raising  of  a  publio 
stock,  (Ibid  95.)  His  military  turn  was  recoguir-ed  in  1G34  and  1G37,  by  his 
being  promoted  to  bo  successively  Capt.  Underbill's  eusign  and  lieutenant  (Ibid 
129,  191.)  though  in  tho  moan  time,  (March  3d,  KKM.)  ho  hud  boon  di  charged 
from  service  at  the  castle,  (Ibid  Hi5, )  perhaps  from  having  iucurred  suspicion 
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Major  Gibbons  also  became  quite  conspicuous  as  Commander-in- 
Cliicf  of  the  Confederate  Colonial  forces  in  the  Narragansett 
wars. 

"At  a  County  Court  held  at  Boston,  April  30th,  1062,  Thomas 
ffaxon,  Sen.,  Peter  Brackctt  and  Moses  Paine,  in  tho  behalf  of 
the  Town  of  Braintray,  Plaintiff,  against  Thos.  Gatliffo  of  said 


of  being  a  partisan  of  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  (Ibid  225,)  and  in  U>39  he  was  sent  to 
train  the  band  at  Weymouth,  (Ibid  279.)  and  in  1011  be  was  appointed  to  see  to 
the  laying  of  tho  ordinance  in  Boston.  He  was  frequently  a  Deputy  to  the 
General  Court,  and  was  advanced  to  tho  Magistracy  in  lfiOO,  (Ibid  lit,  182.) 
In  HMO,  at  tho  titno  of  the  capture  of  Die  liristol  ship  in  Boston  Harbor,  Gibbons 
as  chief  military  officer  of  tho  train  band  of  tho  town  of  Boston,  was,  by  tho 
court,  required  and  authorized  to  see  tho  poaofl  to  bo  kept,  both  in  the  said  town 
and  harbor  from  all  hostilo  and  mutinous  attempts  or  insurrections.  (Ibid  :w, ) 
(This  encounter  in  Boston  Harbor  was  more  like  a  barbarous  buccaneering 
attack,  than  a  civilized  action,)  and  was  instructed,  with  Sedgwick  of  Charles- 
town,  not  to  permit  any  ships  to  fight  in  the  harbor  without  license  from  author- 
ity.— (Wiuthrop  II,  247.)  Ho  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  abilities  and  activity. 
Edward  Johnson  hail  a  high  opinion  of  his  military  rapacity.  Over  tho  regi- 
ment or  Suffolk  was  Major  Kdward  Gibbons,  who  hath  now  tho  uffico  of  n 
Major-General  also.  Ho  is  a  man  of  a  resolute  spirit,  bold  as  a  lion,  being 
wholly  tutored  up  in  New  England  discipline,  very  generous  and  forward  to  pro- 
mote all  military  matters.  His  forts  were  well  contrived,  and  batteries  strong, 
and  in  good  repair;  his  great  artillery  well  mounted  aud  cleanly  kept,  (Wonder 
Working  rrovidence,  &c,  191.)  In  his  private  capacity,  Gibbons  was  a  mer- 
chant, and  it  is  to  bo  feared,  not  a  printout,  porhaps  not  a  scrupulous  one.  Ho 
got  involved  with  Ixi  Tour;  nod  by  that  ill-luck,  according  to  Winlhmp,  was 
quite  undone.  But  bo  was  not  so  undono  but  that  the  next  year  bo  was  send- 
ing a  now  ship  of  about  one  hundred  tons  to  Virginia  for  tobacco.  (Winthrop 
2,  P-Ofl.) 

"  There  is  an  extraordinary  little  passago  in  Gibbons'  life,  which  asks  eluci- 
dation. In  June,  1037,  Winthrop  (1,  22(1,  227,  &o.,)  writes— *  About  this  timo 
came  homo  a  small  pinnace  of  thirty  tons,  which  had  been  forth  eight  months, 
and  was  given  for  lost.  She  went  to  tho  Bermuda,  but  by  continued  tempests 
was  kept  from  thence,  and  forced  to  bear  up  for  the  West  India,  and  being  in 
great  distress,  arrived  at  Hispaniola,  aud  not  daring  to  go  into  any  inhabited 
placo  there,  btit  to  go  ashore  in  obscure  places,  and  lived  of  turtles  nnd  hogs, 
etc.  At  last  they  were  forcod  into  a  harbor,  whore  lay  a  French  man-of-war 
with  his  prize,  and  had  surely  made  prize  of  them  also,  but  that  the  provi- 
dence of  God  so  disposed,  as  the  captain,  one  Petfree  had  lived  at  Piscataquack, 
and  knew  the  merchant  of  our  bark,  one  Mr.  Gibbons,  whereupon  ho  used  them 
courteously,  and  for  such  commodities  as  she  (Gibbons'  vessel,)  carried,  freighted 
her  with  tallow,  hides,  etc.,  and  sent  homo  with  hor  his  prize,  which  ho  sold  for 
a  small  price  to  b«  paid  in  New  Kuglaud.  1  lo  brought  homo  an  aligarto,  which 
bo  gave  tho  Governor. 
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Town,  Defendant,  in  an  action  of  the  case  of  Trespassing  upon " 
the  Town's  right  in  land  that  is  or  hath  been  flowed  by  the  mill 
pond  by  mowing  grass  and  challenging  it  as  his  own  property, 
as  also  Trespassing  upon  the  Town's  Common  in  fencing  in  a 
part  of  it,  and  tipon  the  Town's  highway  by  his  building,  fencing 
and  digging  holes,  according  to  attachments  dated  23,  2,  mo., 
1662.  The  plaintiffs  withdrew  their  action.  Both  Plaintiff  and 
Defendant  appearing  in  Court,  produced  an  agreement  between 


"  Such  waa  the  story  told  to  Wiutlirop  on  the  pinnace's  return  to  Boston, 
though  he  does  not  say  from  whom  he  had  it  The  commander  of  the  craft  had 
not  dared,  '  to  go  to  any  inhabited  plaoe,  and  was  in  danger  of  being  captured 
by  a  French  man-of-war,  though  England  was  at  peace  with  all  the  world.  He 
went  ashore  in  obscure  places,  and  lived  of  turtles  and  hogs,  etc.,— possibly  be 
went  to  Tortugaa  (the  Turtlo  Island,)  at  the  wost  ond  of  Hispaniola,  a  custom- 
ary haunt  of  Buccaneers.  The  captain  of  the  French  man-of-war,  one  Petfree. 
had  lived  at  Piscataquack,  a  fact  undiscoverable  from  the  local  records.  He 
had  there  known  Mr.  Gibbons,  and  for  old  acquaintance  sake,  as  well  as  for 
such  commodities  as  she  (Gibbons' vessel)  carried,  freighted  her  with  tallow, 
hides,  etc.  The  Buccaneers  are  said  to  have  derived  their  name  from  their 
business  of  killiug  the  multitudinous  herds  of  black  cattlo  on  the  island  for  their 
hides  and  tallow.  The  Frenchman  had  a  prize  which  he  sold  for  a  small  price 
to  be  paid  in  New  England. 

"  If  the  story  told  to  Winthrop  looks  as  if  it  was  framed  to  cover  up  a  trans- 
action between  a  Massachusetts  ofticial  and  a  West  India  Buccaneer,  I  cannot 
help  it  At  the  date  of  the  story,  Gibbous  had  not  been  very  long  a  reformed 
man.  In  1037,  the  morals  of  the  seas,  especially  of  the  West  India  seas,  were 
lax;  the  maxims  and  usages  of  Drake  and  Hawkins  and  their  compeers  wero 
not  yet  obsolete. 

"Some  of  tho  crew  had  prodigious  experiences  to  relate,  which  were  appro- 
priate grist  for  Cotton  Mather's  mill.  Ho  relates  (Magualia,  Book  VI,  Chap.  1, 
§  3,)  tliat  Gibbous'  crow  having  been  reduced  by  hunger  to  docido  by  lot  who 
should  die  for  the  preservation  of  the  rest,  they  prayed  before  doing  oxecutiou  on 
their  doomed  comrade,  and  there  leaped  a  mighty  fish  into  the  boat.  The  same 
process  had  to  be  gone  through  a  second  time,  they  once  again  fall  to  their 
importunate  prayers,  and  behold  a  second  answer  from  above,  a  great  bird  light* 
and  fixes  itself  upon  the  mast  Btill  the  suffering  recurred;  the  third  lot  was 
drawn,  and  the  devotions  were  repeated,  when  a  vessel  appeared,  which  proved 
a  French  pirate.  Tho  commander  was  one  who  had  formerly  received  consider- 
able kinduesses  of  Major  Gibbous,  at  Boston,  and  now  replied  cheerfully, 
"  Major  Gibbons,  not  a  hair  of  you  or  your  company  shall  perish,  if  it  lies  in  my 
power  to  preserve  you;"  accordingly  he  supplied  their  necessities,  aud  they 
made  a  comfortable  end  of  their  voyage." 

Major  Gibbons  was  once  an  ownor  of  the  old  grist  mill,  which  was  discontin- 
ued about  the  year  1W5. 
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themsclfes  which  was  read  and  deposed  to  and  desired  that  it 
might  be  recorded,  viz :— « Whereas  a  parcell  of  land  about  twen- 
ty years  since  was  granted  unto  Richard  Wright  by  the  town 
of  lioston  for  the  encouragement  and  furtherance  of  a  water 
mill  at  Brantry,  which  said  mill  and  pond  together  with  other 
estates  hath  been  sold  by  the  said  Wright  unto  Major  Gibbins, 
and  by  him  unto  Symon  Lynde,  and  by  the  said  Lynde  assigned 
to  Thomas  Gatleiff,  who  now  dwelleth  on  and  possesseth  the 
same,  and  whereas  sundry  differences  are  arisen  concerning  the 
mill  pond  and  flowing  thereof,  by  reason  of  divers  apprehensions 
how  and  for  what  end  the  said  pond  was  granted,  therefore  so  it 
is  that  I,  Thomas  Gatleiff  of  Brantry,  miller,  do  hereby  own 
and  declare  that  I  do  fully  apprehend  and  adjudge  that  the  ntill 
and  pond  and  flowing  thereof  was  at  first  granted  for  such  on 
end  and  purposes  that  the  Town  of  Brantry  might  be  served 
and  accommodated  thereby,  and  as  it  hath  been  hitherto  so 
improved,  and  at  this  time  is  so,  I  declare  and  promise  by  God's 
assistance  that  I  and  my  heirs  and  assigns  shall  so  improvo  the 
said  pond  and  no  wayes  seek  to  cast  down  or  demolish  the  same 
to  the  frustration  of  the  Town's  accommodation,  as  well  as  my 
own  particular  profit  by  grinding,  and  we,  Thomas  ffaxon,  Sen., 
Peter  Brackctt  and  Moses  Pain,  part  of  the  selectmen  of  Bran- 
try, and  as  chosen  and  appointed  by  tho  Town  to  end  and 
settle  tho  difference  about  tho  said  pond,  do  also  hereby  in  our 
names  and  in  the  name  of  the  Town  of  Brantry,  declare  and 
own  that  we  also  do  apprehend  and  judge  that  the  fore  men- 
tioned mill  pond  was  granted  as  aforesaid  for  and  to  such  an  end 
and  purpose  as  is  above  expressed,  and  do  hereby  for  us  and  our 
successors  of  the  Town  of  Brantry  declare  and  promise  that 
neither  we  nor  they  shall  or  will  seek  to  interscept,  hinder,  or 
molest  the  said  Thomas  Gatleiff,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  for  or  touch- 
ing the  said  mill  )K)iid  or  flowing  thereof,  or  in  any  way  seek  to 
demolish  the  same,  but  on  the  contrary  gladly  cherish  and  coun- 
tanancc  the  maintaining  and  upholding  the  same,  for  the  ends 
and  purposes  aforementioned  for  which  it  was  granted.  In  wit- 
ness whereof  the  parties  aforementioned  have  subscribed  here- 
unto their  hands  this  30th  of  April,  1GG2.  Thomas  Gatleiff, 
l'ctcr  Brackctt,  Thos.  ffaxon,  Moses  Pain,  at  a  County  Court, 
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30th  April,  16G12.  Onpt.  Richard  Brackctt,  Lut.  Rich.  Cooke, 
nppcni-crf  l>efore  the  Gov'or  and  deposed  that  having  subscril>cd 
tlieir  names  as  Wittncssos  to  this  paper,  were  present  and  did 
both  see  and  heare  Thos.  Gatleiff,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Peter 
Brackctt.  Thos.  ffaxon  and  Moses  Pain,  in  behalfe  of  the 
Town  of  Brantry,  signed  and  published  the  writing  contained 
in  this  [pnper]  to  be  their  agreement.  Edw.  Rawson,  Receiver. 
Witness  hereunto,  Rich.  Cooke,  Richard  Brackctt,  James  Peni- 
man.w 

The  relics  of  this  old  dam  can  bo  seen  to  this  day.  It  had  a 
fourteen-foot  head.  The  saw,  or  board  and  lumber  mill  was 
located  in  the  vicinity  of  Brackctt's  wharf  on  the  town  river, 
or  as  it  was  then  called,  Mill  river. 

1G80.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  the  old  families  to 
know  the  common  custom  of  this  period  of  marriage  contracts ; 
therefore  we  shall  give  the  following  specimen  : — 

"Articles  of  agreement  between  William  Vezy,  Sen.,  of  Bran- 
try,  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  and  Martin  Saunders,  concerning 
a  marriage  between  Solomon  Vezy,  son  of  William  Vezy  and 
Elizabeth  Saunders,  daughter  to  Martin  Saundors  sis  followeth  : — 
William  Vezy,  cngageth  and  promiscth  to  givo  and  set  out  to 
his  son  Solomon  Vezy,  half  his  now  dwelling  house  and  barn,  in 
which  he  now  liveth  in  Brantry,  with  half  his  pasture  land  and 
common  land,  and  meadow  land  that  lyeth  about  his  house  in 
stony  Field,  and  half  his  marsh  lying  in  Salters  Farm,  and  half 
his  meadow  at  penny  Ferry  in  Dorchester  bounds,  and  half  the 
land  at  his  house  which  was  given  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Tompson  by 
the  town  of  Brantry.  Also,  the  said  William  Vezy  promiscth 
to  givo  Solomon  Vezy,  at  marriage,  seventy  acres  of  upland  at 
Aid  ridge  Farm  in  the  woods.  It  is  to  be  understood  that  Solo- 
mon Vezy  is  to  have  half  the  dwelling  house  and  burn  in  ease 
he  come  and  livo  in  it.  But  after  the  death  of  his  Father,  Wil- 
liam Vezy,  and  his  mother  Ellen  Vezy,  he  is  to  have  half  and 
enjoy  it  without  any  exception.  But  in  case  the  Father  and  his 
Sun  Solomon  do  not  agree  to  improve  their  land  together,  then 
they  are  to  divide  all  by  themselves,  or  by  indifferent  men  chosen 
by  themselves,  and  after  division  is  made  the  Father  is  to  have 
choice  and  so  stand  divided,  only  so  long  us  the  Father  William 
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Vezy  and  Mother  Ellen  liveth,  nnd  the  Father  William  Vezy, 
promise! Ii  to  give  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  a  horse,  and  such  movables 
as  are  given  to  Solomon  in  his  Father's  will  made  in  1679." 

"  Articles  of  agreement  between  Martin  Saunders  of  Brantry 
and  William  Vezy  concerning  a  marriago  between  Elizabeth 
Saunders  daughter  of  Martin  Saunders  and  Solomon  Vezy  son  of 
William  Vezy : — 

"  The  said  Martin  Saunders,  Father  of  Elizabeth  Saunders, 
promiscth  to  give  and  set  out  for  his  daughter  Elizabeth  upon 
marriage  with  Solomon  Vezy,  ninety  pounds  as  followcth,  thirty 
pounds  as  was  given  her  by  her  Grandfather  Hardier,  to  1k>  a 
part  of  the  ninety  pounds,  and  threo  acres  of  upland  lying  before 
Goodman  Haydens  house,  sixty  rods  long  and  eighty  rods  wide, 
next  the  County  road  way  at  thirty  pounds,  and  two  acres  salt 
meadow  at  Penny  Ferry  at  twenty  and  forty  pounds,  in  mova- 
ble or  household  stuffs,  or  cattle,  and  as  long  as  their  Father 
Saunders  and  Son  Solomon  can  agrco  he  shall  have  house  room, 
and  tho  use  of  half  tho  barn,  rent  free,  and  in  caso  tho  Son  Solo- 
mon and  daughter  Elizabeth  will  remove,  tho  Father  Saunders 
do's  promise  to  give  to  his  Son  Solomon  and  daughter  Elizabeth 
ten  pounds  towards  building  a  house,  Alwayse  to  be  understood 
that  if  the  marriage  between  Solomon  Vezy  and  Elizabeth  Saun- 
ders do  not  succeed,  then  these  presents  to  be  void  and  of  no 
effect.   Agreed  upon  and  signed  October  twentyeth,  1680." 

1G82.  "  Lieut  Edmund  Quincy,  Samuel  Tompson,  Alexan- 
der Marsh,  Christopher  Webb,  selectmen,  wcro  instructed  to 
les80  tho  Town  lands  to  Benjamin  Tompson  the  schoolmaster  for 
twelvo  years." 

TheRov.  Noadiah  Russell,  a  tutor  in  Harvard  College,  makes 
tho  following  allusion  in  his  diary  of  1G82,  to  Mr.  P:u  men- 
tor : — "  Second  month,  (April,)  Cth  day.  There  was  a  strange 
report  of  a  man  at  Braintrcc,  Parmenter  by  name,  who  after 
some  sickness  pretended  to  strange  revelations  from  an  Angel 
tinder  a  pine  tree,  viz  : — *  Yet  ye  world  should  have  very  happy 
times ;  yet  Mr.  Terry  should  bo  President  of  Harvard  College, 
and  he  himself  minister  in  Mr.  Terry's  room,  ho  pretended  to  bo 
miraculously  inspired  with  learning,  but  it  is  to  be  feared  ho  will 
find  himself  deluded." 
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1G89.  "It  was  voted  that  Samuel  Specr  should  build  a  little 
house,  7  foot  long  and  5  foot  wide,  and  set  it  by  his  house  to 
secure  his  sisters,  good  wife  Witty  being  distracted,  and  provide 
for  her,  and  the  town  by  vote  engaged  to  sec  him  well  payed 
and  satisfied  which  shall  be  thought  reasonable." 

We  find  recorded  this  year,  the  amount  of  the  town  tax  as 
assessed  upon  the  inhabitants.  "  It  was  voted  that  the  Town 
rate  should  be  made  foure  score  pounds,  one-half  to  be  paid  in 
money,  and  the  other  half  in  Country  pay." 

1692.  At  this  period,  or  somewhat  over  a  half  century  after 
the  town  was  incorporated,  the  inhabitants  seem  to  have  settled 
into  fair  working  order,  as  this  year  wo  find  for  the  first  time 
recorded  a  full  list  of  town  officers,  viz 

"  Town  Clerk, — Samuel  Tompson,  3d. 

"  Selectmen, — Alexander  Marsh,  John  Baxter,  Joseph  Penni- 
man,  Nathaniel  Wcls,  Joseph  alenn. 

"  Commissioner, — Ensign  Samuel  Penniman. 

"  Constables ,— John  Webb  and  Samuol  Payne. 

"  Tithingmen,— Caleb  Huborff,  Thomas  White,  Martin  Sand- 
ore,  Samuel  Savill,  Thoopilus  Curtis. 

"  Surveyors  of  Highways, — Nehemiah  hayden,  John  French, 
John  Kingley,  Jr.,  Joseph  Adams,  Sen. 

"  Viewers  of  Fences,— -For  Monoticutt,  Corporall  John  Lamb 
and  Dependence  ffrench ;  for  tho  fore  fields,  Peter  Nucom  and 
Samuol  Nucom ;  for  the  stony  fields,  Samuel  Bass,  carpenter, 
Joseph  Bass,  joiner ;  for  tho  farm  fields,  John  Bass,  Jr.,  benimin 
Neal." 

"  Voted,  that  the  present  Selectmen  and  Caleb  huborff,  Sam- 
uol Peniman,  decon  parmitor,  and  Thomas  Bass,  and  Samuol 
Tompson  aro  chosen  to  seat  tho  meeting-house  by  appointing 
persons  to  their  places.  It  was  further  voted  that  tho  present 
selectmen  are  impowored  by  tho  Town  to  make  order  for  the 
Town  for  tho  year  ICOii,  for  tho  making  up  of  fencis,  fetering 
horsis,  and  hogs  kind,  yoaking  and  wringing  of  swine,  and  by 
making  orders  to  restrain  sheep  by  putting  them  to  a  keeper  or 
keepers." 

July  16th,  1694.  The  first  Town  Assessors  chosen  were: — 
"  John  Kuggles,  Sen.,  John  Cleverly,  Sen.,  and  William  Veaaey." 
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At  a  meeting  held  Dec.  24th,  1694,  we  find  the  first  specific 
appropriation  made  by  the  town  recorded,  viz : — "  Five  pounds 
for  John  Belcher's  widow's  maintenance,  thirty  shillings  to 
Thomas  Hevell  for  keeping  William  Dimblebce,  and  twcnty-fivo 
shillings  for  ringing  of  the  bell,  and  sweeping  the  meeting-houso 
in  the  year  1G94,  and  seven  shillings  to  William  Savill,  for 
Dimblcbco's  cofin,  eight  shillings  for  mending  the  pound,  and 
eight  shillings  to  the  Constable  for  warning  tho  Town,  and  five 
shillings  for  the  exchange  of  a  Town  cow  to  Samuel  Speer,  and 
ten  shillings  to  Thomas  bas,  for  debt  for  ringing  the  bell  for- 
merly, this  to  bo  raised  by  rate." 

The  first  town  debt  that  we  find  any  record  of,  was  the  ten 
shillings  due  Mr.  Bass  for  ringing  the  bell  for  tho  former  year, 
and  was  by  vote  of  the  town  to  be  raised  by  taxation. 

1696-7.  "  On  the  Sabbath,  2  day  of  February  last  some  of  our 
Sallops  at  anchor  on  Sabbath  day  night,  and  being  to  earless, 
not  keeping  a  watch  the  Indians  and  French  come  on  them 
u ii wares,  killed  one  man,  and  took  the  rest  prisoners,  and  all  the 
Sallop  being  six  in  number,  of  which  some  of  the  men  as  was 
said  come  home  a  while  after." 

1697.  Mr.  William  Rawson,  desiring  a  higher  seat  in  tho 
•  synagogue  than  his  neighbors,  asked  permission  of  the  town  to 
allow  him  this  privilege,  which  was  granted  him  by  tho  following 
vote : — "  Voted,  that  Mr.  William  Kawson  should  havo  the  priv- 
ilege of  making  a  seat  for  his  family  between,  or  upon  tho  two 
beams  over  the  pulpit,  not  darkening  the  pulpit." 

In  Marshall's  manuscript  diary  we  find  the  following  incidents, 
which  wo  were  allowed  to  copy  through  tho  kindness  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society :—"  Mr.  Ebenezcr  Crane  had 
his  house  and  all  in  it  burnt  at  noonday,  Sept.  18th,  1697,  and  a 
few  days  after  another  houso  was  burnt  and  all  that  was  in  it. 
There  died  this  year  12  grown  persons,  viz :— Lieut.  Twelves, 
goody  Bradford,  Neal  Campbell,  goody  Nucura,  John  Sanders, 
his  wife,  Thomas  Holbrook,  Ephrim  Arnold,  Mrs.  Faxon,  Mr. 
Quincy,  goody  Thayer  and  John  Ilewett,  old  Mr.  Holbrook,  also 
12  children,  viz :— John  benches,  Will.  Vcsey,  Soil.  Vesey,  John 
Sanders,  Moses  pain,  John  pain,  Ben.  Neal,  Nici  Savel,  Mr. 
Itawson,  Samuel  Bagley  and  Black  Mingoes." 
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1699.  Mr.  Rawson  by  vote  of  tho  town  was  released  from  all 
charges  from  land  in  controversy  between  Boston  ami  Brain- 
tree. 

"The  inhabitants  of  Braintreo  Lawfully  convened,  voted  that 
the  Town  would  stand  by  the  persons  who  have  the  Town 
Lands  leased  to  them,  in  defending  them  from  Mr.  Tompson 
their  late  Schoolmaster,  they  paying  rent  of  said  Land  to  the 
Town  Treasurer  for  the  present  school." 

"Voted,  That  John  Bagley  of  Roxbury  should  have  four 
pounds  for  keeping  Abigail  Neal,  Providing  he  give  the  Town 
no  further  trouble." 

1700.  The  land  controversy  between  Boston  and  Braintree 
continued. 

1701.  "It  was  then  voted,  that  the  Selectmen  shall  be  and 
arc  now  impowered  to  call  for,  and  Recover  the  entry  money 
mentioned  May  13th,  1700."  This  vote  had  reference  to  a  vote 
of  the  town  obliging  every  scholar,  from  the  18th  of  August,  to 
pay  his  entry  of  one  shilling  to  the  town,  and  .so  successively 
for  every  quarter  for  the  whole  year.  This  payment  was  to  go 
towards  paying  the  schoolmaster  for  tho  years  1700  and  1701. 
If  not  paid,  it  was  to  be  collected  by  suit  at  law  against  the  par- 
ents or  masters  concerned. 

Nov.  28th,  1710.  "Voted,  that  tho  Town  should  allow  six 
pounds  for  Keeping  Bulls  to  run  at  large  from  tho  1st  of  March 
next  to  March,  1712,  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  year,  every 
Bull  to  bo  a  good  sufficient  Bull  of  2  years  old,  and  no  man 
shall  be  allowed  more  than  twenty  shillings  for  a  Bull.  The 
following  persons  entered  their  bulls : — Thomas  Wales  entered  a 
bull  to  run  at  large ;  Peter  Marquand,  John  Ruggles,  Samuel 
Cleverly,  Col.  Quincy,  Dea.  Samuel  White,  Samuel  Belcher  and 
Eliezer  Veasey."  This  custom  of  the  town  of  engaging  bulls  and 
boars  to  run  at  large  for  tho  purpose  of  stocking  their  farms  was 
continued  at  intervals  for  about  forty  years;  forty-two  pounds 
to  be  raised  for  tho  purpose  of  defraying  town  expenses. 

March  2d,  1712-13.  "It  was  voted,  that  tho  present  Select- 
men be  a  committee  fully  impowered  to  stake  out  tho  Ancient 
way  not  exceeding  a  rod  wide  over  Rock  Island  creek  to  tho 
town's  land  meadow,  with  this  provision,  that  the  particular 
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Persons  that  arc  interested  in  the  land  and  meadows  on  Rock 
Island  side  and  their  heirs  forever,  do  bear  their  proportionable 
part,  besides  their  part,  as  they  are  inhabitants  of  the  Town,  to 
the  making  and  maintaining  of  it." 

April  11th,  1715.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  first  period 
when  the  announcement  of  intentions  of  marriage  were  made 
public.  "Voted,  that  the  Publishments  of  intentions  of  mar- 
riage shall  for  the  future  be  set  up  upon  the  foreside  of  the  most 
Public  door  of  the  meeting-house." 

TJie  Narragansett  ware  had  been  so  expensive  that  they  had 
left  the  Province  largely  in  debt.  To  relievo  them  of  this  em- 
barrassment, the  Court  issued  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  in 
Hills  of  Credit,  and  in  1720-21,  the  town  took  tho  following 
action  on  disposing  of  these  Bills  of  Credit:— " Voted,  that 
there  Rhall  not  be  disposed  of  thorn  in  Larger  Quantities  than  25 
pounds,  nor  less  than  20,  and  that  they  bo  let  at  6  per  cent. 
John  Quincy,  Joseph  Crosbio  and  Benj.  Webb  were  appointed 
trustees  for  theso  bills,  on  the  part  of  tho  town.  Tho  Hon.  Ed- 
mund Quincy,  John  Quincy  and  Joseph  Crosbio  wore  tho  throe 
persons  accepted  by  vote  of  the  town  to  have  their  part  of  these 
bills  in  the  Province  Treasury  let  to ;  they  paying  the  said  sum 
of  one  hundred  pounds  of  five  hundred  and  forty-eight,  down 
and  giving  good  security  for  the  whole." 

1725.  "  Whoever  brings  a  black  bird  to  tho  Selectmen  killed 
shall  receive  one  penny  a  piece,  or  kill  a  ground  Squirrell  shall 
receive  three  pence  per  head." 

1727.  The  Punkapog  Indians  having  been  swindled  and 
their  rights  so  often  trespassed  upon  for  years,  that  they  in 
Council  concluded  to  protect  themselves  against  these  innova- 
tions by  petitioning  the  Legislature  to  appoint  Col.  John  Quincy 
in  whose  integrity  they  had  the  utmost  confidence.  In  accord- 
ance with  their  desire,  the  Court  appointed  Col.  Quincy,  who 
for  over  twenty  years  served  them  with  the  greatest  fidelity. 
The  following  is  their  petition,  viz: — 

"  To  tlie  Honourable  William  Dummer,  Esq.,  Lieut.  Gov't.  :— 

"The  Humble  petition  of  your  Hon.  Humble  petitioners,  the 
native  Indian  proprietors  of  puukapuugue  plantation,  in  tho 
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town  of  stoughton,  Humbly  showeth,  That  whereas  some  of 
our  English  neighbours  are  too  ready  to  incroach  upon  our  tim- 
ber and  our  wood,  cutting  it  down  to  make  coals  with,  and 
Damnifying  us  greatly  thereby,  whereof  we  are  necesitated  to 
pray  for  the  imposition  and  assistance  of  some  English  person 
impowcred  by  this  great  General  Court,  to  take  the  case  of  us 
that  wo  may  have  Justice  done  us,  and  that  we  bo  not  wrongod. 
Wo  humbly  pray  that  Maj.  John  Quincy,  Esq.,  may  be  fully  im- 
powcred and  authorized  by  this  Great  and  General  Court,  to  look 
after  us  in  all  Respects  whereby  we  may  be  under  a  better  Reg- 
ulation, than  we  have  been  of  Late,  as  to  our  wood,  timber, 
orchards,  meadows  and  upland,  that  wo  have  Still  in  our  hands, 
and  that  ho  may  any  small  differences  between 

any  of  our  English  neighbours,  all  which  wo  leave  with  your 
Honors  most  wise  consideration,  and  Humbly  pray  as  in  duty 
bound. 

Amos  A.  Ahatton,  Thomas  T.  Ahatton, 

Hezakiaii  II.  Squamangu,      George  Hunter, 

Simon  S.  George. 

"  punkapauguc,  June  2,  1727." 

— Mass.  Archives,  Vol.  XXXI,  p.  143. 

1728.  The  town  voted  to  accept  the  sixty  thousand  pounds 
of  Bills  of  Credit.1  The  lowest  denomination  to  bo  lot  out  was 
ten  pounds ;  highest  amount  to  be  loaned,  forty  pounds.  The 
trustees  chosen  were  Benjamin  Neal,  Joseph  Crosbic,  Nchcmiali 
Hayden,  John  Thayer,  Jr.,  and  Samuel  Curtis. 

March  11th,  1734-5.    "Votod,  that  a  petition  bo  preferred  to 

1.  "In  1745,  another  expedition  was  fitted  out  from  Massachusetts  against 
Ixmisburg.  It  was  successful  in  capturiug  that  fortress;  hut  the  expeuso 
demanded  a  fresh  issue  of  from  2,(JO0,OO0  to  3,000,000  pounds  in  bills  of  credit, 
which  was  declared  lawful  money,  hut  this  declaration  did  not  hold  good,  as  it 
depreciated,  and  the  holdors  of  it  lost  a  large  amount  by  its  decline.  One  hun- 
dred iK>unds  sterling  in  siiecie,  or  a  hill  on  London,  was  equivalent  In  value  to 
lawful  paper  money  of  New  l£uglund,  UuO  pounds.  Groat  Britain  soon  after- 
wards ceded  Louisburg  to  France,  greatly  to  the  mortification,  but  certainly  to 
the  advantage  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  latter  received  from  the  British  Treasu- 
ry about  183,000  pounds,  on  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  Louisburg  expedi- 
tion, and  with  this  sum  compounded  for  the  redemption  of  her  paper  bills. 
The  com|H)sitiou  was  under  two  shillings  iu  the  pound  sterling,  or  lifty  shillings 
in  lawful  paper  money,  to  oueouuco  of  spocio  uiouoy  was  given." 
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the  General  Court  to  Grant  the  Town  something  as  a  considera- 
tion, and  in  lieu  of  the  four  thousand  acres  of  land  taken  from 
us  and  added  to  the  Town  of  Milton,  and  Likewise  to  Grant  us 
something  Gratis  for  our  having  kept  a  Free  Latin  School  for 
about  ninety  years."  Edmund  Quincy,  John  Quincy  and  Ben- 
jamin Webb  were  chosen  a  committee  to  manage  this  affair. 

March  17th,  1736.  "Voted,  that  the  Town  Meetings  for  the 
future  shall  be  held  half  the  time  in  the  old  meeting-house  in 
the  North  Precinct,  and  the  other  half  in  the  Middle  Precinct." 

March  6th,  1739.  Dr.  Benjamin  Stedman  was  chosen  Sur- 
veyor of  the  Highways. 

1740.  The  town  voted  that  Suffolk  County  should  be  divided 
into  two  Counties. 

In  1741,  it  was  voted  that  the  constable  should  receivo  the 
Land  Bank  Bills1  for  the  payment  of  taxes  and  pay  it  into 

1.  A  l  inn  t  this  period  or  earlier,  various  schemes  were  projocted  to  relievo  the 
Provinces  of  their  financial  difficulties,  and  the  Lend  Hank  was  one  of  theso 
swindling  institutions.  "Tho  land  hank,  or  manufactory  scheino,  which  was 
begun  or  rather  revived  in  the  year  1731),  and  produced  such  great  and  lasting 
mischiefs,  that  a  particular  relation  of  the  rise,  progress  and  overthrow  of  it 
may  be  of  use  to  discourage  and  prevent  any  attempts  of  the  like  nature  in 
future  ages.  By  a  strange  conduct  in  tho  General  Court,  they  had  been  issuing 
bills  of  Credite  for  eight  or  ten  years  annually  for  charges  of  government,  and 
Itcing  willing  to  ease  each  present  year,  thoy  had  put  off  the  redemption  of  the 
hills  as  fur  a*  they  could;  but  tho  Governor  lieing  restrained  hy  his  instructions 
from  going  l>cyoiid  tho  yoar  1741,  that  year  was  unreasonably  loaded  with  thirty 
or  forty  thousand  pounds  sterling  taxes,  which,  according  to  the  general  opinion 
of  tho  people,  it  was  impossible  to  levy,  not  only  ou  account  of  the  largo  sum, 
but  because  all  the  bills  in  the  Province  were  but  just  sufficient  to  pay  it,  and 
there  was  very  little  silver  or  gold,  which  by  au  act  of  government  was  allowed 
to  bo  paid  for  taxes  as  equivalent  to  the  bills.  A  scheme  was  laid  before  the 
General  Court  by  Mr.  Hutchinson,  then  one  of  the  Representatives  of  Boston, 
in  which  it  was  proposed  to  borrow  in  England  upon  interest,  and  to  import 
into  tho  l'roviuco  a  sum  in  silver  equal  to  all  tho  bills  then  oxtaut,  and  there- 
with to  redeem  them  from  possessors  and  furnish  a  currency  for  tho  inhabitants, 
and  repay  tho  silver  at  distant  periods,  which  would  render  the  burden  of  taxes 
tolcrahlo  by  an  e«pinl  division  on  a  number  of  future  years,  and  would  prevent 
tho  distress  of  trade  by  the  loss  of  the  only  instrument,  the  bills  of  credite, 
without  another  provided  in  ita  place,  but  this  proposal  was  rejected.  One  great 
frailty  of  human  nature,  an  inability  or  indisposition  to  compare  a  distant, 
though  certain  inconvenience  or  distress  with  a  present  convenience  or  delight, 
is  said  by  some  strangers  who  come  among  us  from  Europe,  to  be  prevalent  in 
Americans,  so  as  to  make  it  one  of  their  distinguishing  characteristics.    Be  that 
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the  town  treasury.  This  bank  was  established  by  a  com- 
pany of  Boston  merchants  who  were  to  issue  bills  of  credit, 
which  they  promised  to  receive  as  money ;  real  estate  to  a  cer- 
tain amount  was  to  bo  security  that  they  would  fulfil  their 
engagements.  These  merchants  were  persons  in  straightened 
circumstances,  or  in  financial  difficulties,  and  some  who  pos- 
sessed real  estate  but  had  no  money,  while  others  were  men  of 
no  substanco  whatever.  It  finally  worked  into  politics,  and  tho 
controversy  was  long  and  bitter  on  these  private  banks,  dividing 
towns,  parishes  and  particular  families,  until  it  finally  burst  up, 
to  tho  great  and  serious  loss  of  the  community,  and  is  another 
fair  illustration  of  the  idiosyncrasy  of  poor  human  naturo,  whose 
follies  are  so  often  repeated. 

March,  1741.  The  noted  Joseph  Gooch  was  chosen  one  of  the 
Selectmen  of  the  town.  He  first  appears  on  the  records  as  mod- 
erator, Aug.  25th,  1739. 

1746.  The  town  voted  the  securing  of  the  town's  stock  of 
powder,  and  the  Selectmen  were  instructed  to  build  a  M  Closite 
one  the  Beams  of  the  middle  precinct  meeting-house  (if  it  be 
allowed  of),  as  a  suitable  placo  to  keep  tho  powder." 

as  it  nmy,  it  in  certain  that  at  thin  time  u  grout  number  of  private  portfolio, 
alleging  that  Uie  preceding  general  Court  having  suffered  tho  Province  to  bo 
brought  into  distress  from  which  it  was  not  iu  the  power  of  their  successors  to 
afford  relief,  the  roynl  instructions  being  a  bar  to  any  future  emission  of  bills 
until  all  that  were  then  extant  should  bo  redeemed,  resolved  to  interpose.  Royul 
instructions  were  no  bar  to  the  proceedings  of  private  persons.  Tho  projoct  of 
a  bank  in  the  year  1714,  wits  revived.  The  projector  of  that  bank  now  put  him- 
self at  the  head  of  seven  or  eight  hundred  ihjiuoiih,  hoiiio  fow  of  rank  and  good 
estate,  but  generally  of  low  coiiditiou  among  the  plebeians,  and  of  small  estate, 
and  many  of  Until,  porhups  insolvent.  This  notable  company  were  to  give 
credit*  to  150,000  pounds,  lawful  money,  to  be  issued  in  bills,  each  person  being 
to  mortgage  a  real  estate  in  proportion  to  tho  sums  he  subscribed  and  took  out, 
or  to  give  bond  with  two  surities,  but  |»eraouai  security  was  uot  to  be  taken  for 
more  than  100  pounds,  from  any  one  iterson.  Ten  directors  and  a  treasurer 
were  to  be  choseu  by  tho  company.  Kvorv  subscriber  or  partuer  was  to  pay 
three  per  cent,  interest  for  the  sum  taken  out,  and  live  per  cent  of  the  princi- 
pal; and  he  that  did  not  pay  bills  might  pay  the  produce  ami  manufacture  of 
the  Province  at  such  rates  as  the  directors  from  time  to  time  should  set,  and 
they  should  commonly  pass  In  lawful  money.  The  pretence  was  that,  by  thus 
furnishing  a  medium  uud  instrument  of  trudo,  uot  only  the  iuhabltauU  In  gen- 
eral would  be  better  able  to  procure  the  Province  bills  of  Croditc  for  their  taxes, 
but  trade,  foreign  and  inland,  would  revive  and  flourish.   The  fate  of  the  pro- 
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1751.  A  controversy  between  the  town  and  Benjamin  Owen 
alwut  the  money  lie  had  collected  of  the  town  tax,  but  not  re- 
ceiving a  suitable  compensation,  they  agreed  to  sell  his  property 
to  reimburse  the  town. 

Jan.  3d,  1752.  The  following  is  the  first  case  of  kidnapping 
that  we  have  found : — "  A  Petition  of  John  Scott  of  Braintree, 
in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  sheweth  that  he  was  lawfully  married 
to  Lydia  Thiwing  of  Cambridge,  soon  after  which  he  went  a 
voyage  to  sea,  and  left  his  wife  with  child,  which  child,  soon 
after  it  was  born,  was  secretly  conveyed  away  by  one  Samuel 
Spear,  and  now  is  called  by  bin  name,  but  the  petitioner  is  cer- 
tain he  is  his  son,  and  has  received  him  as  such  of  the  said 
Spear.  He  therefore  prays  he  may  have  Liberty  to  change  his 
name  to  that  of  John  Scott." 

1755.  There  having  been  so  much  controvers}'  about  the  con- 
tinuation of  Summer  street  as  having  been  the  old  Plymouth 
road,  wo  will  here  give  from  the  official  records  the  laying 

joct  was  thought  to  depend  upon  tho  opinion  which  the  general  Court  should 
form  of  it  It  was  necessary,  therefore,  to  have  a  house  of  representatives  well 
disposed.  Hosido*  the  eight  hundred  porsons  subscribers,  tho  needy  part  of  tho 
Province  in  goncral  favoured  the  scheme.  One  of  their  votes  will  go  as  far  in 
popular  elections  as  one  of  the  most  opulent.  The  former  are  most  numerous; 
and  it  appeared  that  hy  far  the  majority  of  the  representatives  for  1740,  were 
subscribers  to  or  favourers  of  tho  scheme,  and  they  liavo  ever  sinco  been  dis- 
tinguished by  tho  name  of  tho  laud  hank  houso. 

"Monof  estates  and  the  principal  merchants  in  the  Province  abhorred  the 
project  and  refusod  to  receive  tho  bills,  but  groat  numbers  of  shop  keepers,  who 
had  lived  for  a  long  time  before  npon  tho  fraud  of  »  depreciating  ourreucy,  and 
many  small  traders,  gave  credit  to  the  bills.  The  directors,  it  was  said,  by  a 
vote  of  tho  company,  became  traders,  and  issued  just  what  bills  they  thought 
proper,  without  any  fuud  or  security  for  their  over  being  redeemed.  They  pur- 
chased every  sort  of  commodity,  ever  so  much  a  drug,  for  the  sake  of  pushing 
off  their  bills,  and  hy  one  means  or  other,  a  largo  sum,  perhaps  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand  pounds,  was  abroad.  To  lesseu  tho  temptation  to  receive  the  bills,  a 
company  of  morchanls  agreed  to  issue  their  notes,  or  bills  redcemablo  by  silver 
and  gold  at  distant  ]  oriods,  much  like  tho  scheme  in  173.1,  and  attondod  with 
no  better  effect.  The  Governor  exerted  himself  to  blast  this  fraudulent  under- 
taking,—the  laud  bank.  Not  only  such  civil  and  military  officers  as  were  direc- 
tors or  partners,  but  all  who  received  or  paid  any  of  tho  bills,  were  displaced. 
The  Governor  negatived  tho  person  chosen  speaker  of  the  house,  being  a  direc- 
tor of  the  bank,  and  afterwards  negatived  thirteen  of  tho  new  elected  counsel- 
lors, who  wero  directors  or  partners  in  or  reputed  favourers  of  the  scheme.  But 
all  was  insufficient  to  suppress  it."— Hutch.  Hist.,  Vol.  LI,  p.  352. 


Digitized  by  Google 


550 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


out  of  this  lano  into  the  South  Commons,  viz: — "May  14th, 

1755.  To  lay  out  a  way  to  the  South  Commons,  Beginning  at 
the  way  near  Mr.  Apthorp's  (which  was  then  located  on  School 
street),1  then  adjoining  all  along  to  the  land  of  the  Proprietors 
in  that  quarter,  until  we  came  to  the  corner  of  Mr.  Isaac  New- 
comb's  fence,  near  his  house,  and  have  allowed  the  said  way 
ono  rodd  and  half  wide  and  no  more,  excepting  in  somo  certain 
places  by  reason  of  some  inconvenience,  viz: — Ono  place  near 
Mr.  Ephriam  Pray's  house  we  have  left  out  a  small  hill  of  I  lock  y 
Land,  and  another  near  Mr.  Benjamin  Cleverly's  house,  and  an- 
other near  Mr.  Joseph  Pray's  barn,  the  above  said  way  to  bo 
fenced  out  and  lye  open  for  the  use  of  the  town." 

This  year  the  town  was  visited  with  quite  a  shock  of  an  earth- 
quake, as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  statement  as  related  by 
Mr.  John  Adams  in  his  diary,  Nov.  18th,  1755: — "We  had  a 
very  severe  shock  of  an  earthquake.  It  continued  near  four 
minutes.  I  then  was  at  my  father's  house  in  Braintree,  and 
awoke  out  of  my  sleep  in  the  midst  of  it.  The  house  seemed  to 
rock  and  reel  and  crack,  as  if  it  would  fall  in  ruins  about  us. 
Chimneys  were  shattered  by  it  within  ono  milo  of  my  father's 
house."  This  refers  to  one  of  the  most  memorable  ovents  of 
the  kind  which  ever  took  place.  The  destruction  of  the  City  of 
Lisbon  occurred  on  the  first  day  of  this  month.  Although  less 
severe  in  its  effects  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  it  is  yet  remem- 
bered as  the  worst  ever  known  in  English  America.  It  seems 
to  have  been  greater  in  Massachusetts  than  any  other  Colony. 
In  Boston,  many  chimneys  and  walls  of  houses  woro  much  shat- 
tered, but  no  houses  thrown  down.  The  government  noticed  it 
by  appointing  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer. 

1756.  "  Mr.  Jonathan  Wild  died  with  an  awful  Protuberance 
on  his  back,  attended  with  a  cancerous  humor  that  spread  on  his 
body,  and  rose  to  nigh  the  bigness  of  half  a  bushel.   July  10th, 

1756.  " 

Since  writing  upon  tho  schools  we  have  made  a  discovery  of 
another  schoOlhouse  on  the  training  field,  which  was  located  on 
what  is  now  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Hancock  streets ;  at 

1.   That  portion  of  this  estate  where  tho  old  Apthorp  mansion  formerly  stood, 
is  now  occupied  by  tho  author. 
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that  time  Washington  street  was  not  built.  This  was  but  a 
short  distance  from  the  new  one  built  in  1793  and  destroyed  by 
lire  in  1815.  It  also  appears  by  the  records  that  it  was  sold  by 
the  town  in  1797.  We  think  we  arc  a  little  ahead  of  the  "Old- 
est Inhabitants  "  this  time,  as  they  seem  to  be  much  surprised  at 
this  discovery,  and  are  very  doubtful  as  to  its  ever  having  ex- 
isted. They  never  had  heard  of  it,  but  the  evidence  is  beyond 
a  doubt,  as  a  plan  of  it  can  be  seen  filed  with  the  town  docu- 
ments. This  plan  is  drawn  on  the  deed  of  Mr.  Burrell,  to  the 
town,  for  land  taken  in  running  the  line  between  his  estate  and 
the  training  field  then  in  possession  of  the  town. 

Wo  shall  here  endeavor  as  far  as  we  arc  able  to  give  the  names 
of  tho  first  settlers  of  the  old  town  of  Brnintree,  and  the  date 
their  names  appear  on  tho  town,  parish  and  othor  records,  that 
are  now  extinct.  This  enumeration  is  given  for  a  few  years 
over  a  century  after  the  incorporation  of  tho  town.  The  date  to 
some  of  tho  nnmcs  we  are  unable  to  give  for  tho  reason  that  they 
are  illegible.  There  are  persons  now  residing  in  tho  territory 
that  once  comprised  the  town  of  Braintree,  that  bear  tho  same 
name  of  those  that  are  extinct,  but  descended  from  other  fami- 
lies. It  appears  that  some  names  were  spelled  in  a  number  of 
different  ways"  that  referred  to  the  same  person  : — 

"  William  Allisc,  Alycs,  Kllis,  all  meant  for  tho  samo  person, 
1C4C;  Francis  Always  1090,  Cornelius  Austin,  1733;  William 
Ames  1C47,  Benjamin  Aldridge  1651,  John  Albee  1G41,  Joseph 
Alsen  1092,  George  Aldridg  1C44. 

"  Daniel  Barber  1732,  Nicholas  Bond  1677,  Thomas  Barrett 
1651,  Samuel  Bronson  1680,  Charles  Brigs  1651,  Thomas  Bolter 
1715,  Simon  Bricnt  or  Briant  1G94,  James  Baglcy  1714,  Thomas 
Basset  1755,  Nathaniel  Bullard  1715,  Mathcw  Burns  1G47,  Tho*. 
Billington  1G55,  Alexander  Bradley  1744,  Geo.  Brcisncr  (prob- 
ably Briesler)  1753. 

"Joseph  Crosby  1677,  William  Clough  1738,  James  Cours 
1647,  Richard  Chapman  1G47,  Josiah  Chapin  1667,  Clement 
Cock  1687,  Thomas  Child  1708,  Thomas  Carcw  1712,  Henry 
Carley  1720,  Lawrence  Copcland  1652,  John  Corvis  1735,  James 
Conweys  1651. 
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"John  Porsett  or  Dosset  1650,  Edward  Dorr  1720,  John  Dell, 
John  Darling  1004 ;  Samuel  Decring  1047,  John  Donnnm  1044, 
John  Dnly  1002,  Dermon  Downing  1672,  Dennis  Darly  1GG3, 
Valintin  Decrow  1678,  Barnabus  Dorifield  or  Dorifall  or  Deni- 
fall  (spelled  cither  way)  1051,  William  Dimblebee  1004,  Nicho- 
las Durant  1094,  Peter  Diense  1708,  Samuel  Davis  1053,  Samuel 
Drew,  Edward  Ding  1720,  Isaac  Dogget  1725,  Edward  Dirhy 
1097-8,  Dennis  Darlcy  or  Darlin  1GG3,  Lambart  Despard  1092, 
William  Deza  1051. 

"Elezer  Ezgate  or  Isgate  or  Agate  1075,  Richard  Ellison 
1G4G,  Francis  Eliot  1050,  Elisha  Eaton  1730,  Timothy  Everett 
170G. 

"John  ffrizcll  1003,  Thomas  Fenton  1700,  Benjamin  Fessen- 
den  1750,  Old  ffuffnrr  1072,  John  Francis  1059,  Joseph  Ford, 
Rev.  Henry  Flynt  1042,  Thomas  Flatman  1041,  John  ffrances 
1059,  Samuel  Fisher  1077,  Rev.  Moses  Fisk  1071,  Goodman  Fos- 
ter 1055. 

"Peter  George  1053,  John  Glom,  Samuel  Gulivor  1717,  John 
Girny  1001,  John  Gilker  1727,  John  Greenlier  1665,  Francis 
Good  1649,  Thomas  Gatlivc  or  Gatliff  1655,  Charles  Grise  or 
Griaor  1656,  James  Giles  1669,  John  Graves  (who  wrought  in 
the  iron  works)  1690,  Humphrey  Greggs  1655,  Robert  Gutridge 
1650,  John  Gearing  1645,  John  Grows  1090,  John' Gent  or  Jent 
1721,  John  Grove  1720,  Francis  Gonle  or  Gouls  1049,  Joseph 
Ganett  1717. 

"  John  Ilardman  1052,  Richard  Hardir  1057,  Richard  Harris 
1003,  Joseph  Harper  1005,  John  Haiford  1079,  Abraham  Heines 
or  Hains  1085,  Ebcnezer  Hinklcy  1713,  Daniel  Higins,  Nathan- 
iel Hews,  James  Habersham  1733,  Ebenczer  Houghton  1733, 
John  Herdin  1084,  John  Harbour  1655,  Timothy  How,  Rev. 
John  Hancock  1735,  John  Hastings  1645,  Thomas  Hatman  1645, 
Jonathan  llardings  1679. 

"Samuel  Irons  1077,  Sainuel  Inman  1G48. 

"  Thomas  Juell  1048,  Ephriam  Jones  1708,  Peter  Jusco  1708. 

"Stephen  Kinsly  1039,  Samuol  Kinsley  1050,  Ebenczer  King, 
Richard  Kent  1099,  John  Kinglcy  1092. 

"John  Lambo  1078,  Robert  Lamont  1728,  Geo.  Ludkin  1047, 
Daniel  Lagaree  1709,  Ebenczer  Lamsou  1723,  Joseph  Ludden 
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1717,  Thomas  Lowell  1643,  (Maj.)  Lambert  1692,  Daniel  Levit 
or  Lovitt  1648,  Daniel  Liscomo  1717,  Ebcnczcr  Lambson  1716. 

"Thomas  Mossct  1689,  George  Mountjoy  1697,  Henry  Mauds- 
ly  1645,  John  Marshal  1691,  Modica  Mekusctt  1690,  Peter  Mark- 
qmuid  1719,  James  Mycall  1657,  William  Moss  1721,  John  Mills 
1654,  John  Morlcy  1647,  Nathaniel  Molt  1657,  William  Mullen 
1672,  John  Moor  1661,  James  Murch  1712,  Ebcnezer  Miller  1727, 
Thomas  Mekins  1645,  Thomas  Matson,  Matasom,  Madson  or 
Mattson  1640,  George  Mearsh  1752. 

"Grise  Nichols  1719,  Noah  Numan  1669,  John  Needham 
1670,  Ilanary  Noll  1653,  Henry  Neale  1647,  William  Nodam 
1650,  Samuel  Noyce  1748,  William  Noyes  1745. 

«  Benj.  Orcut  1744,  William  Osbouno  or  Orsbn  1646,  William 
Owen  1654,  James  Oberton  1745. 

"  Robert  Parsons  1665,  Cordine  Pocock  1708,  Arthur  Powell 
1693,  John  Paris  1664,  Joseph  Plumly  1672,  James  Puffer  1651, 
Kol>crt  Parmcntcr  1648,  Moses  Pnino  1646,  Jonathan  Paddle- 
ford  or  Padlcfoot  1679,  Arthur  Powel  1695! 

"Francis  Rose  1649,  John  Rockwood  1662,  Richard  Russ 
1708,  Thomas  Rcvcll  1694,  George  Rugglcs  1648,  John  Randall 
1666. 

«  Benjamin  Sylvester  1729,  Edmond  Sheffield  1646,  Stephen 
Scott  1664,  Samuel  Staples  1644,  Daniel  Shed  1642,  John  Stone 
1663,  Jos.  Stephens  1677,  Nathaniel  Shove  1693,  Samuel  Silen- 
cer 1686,  Nicholas  Salter  1695,  Jabcz  Scarl  1713,  Joseph  Swain 
1715,  Frederick  Sydcr  1753,  George  Martin  Stubing  1753,  Ben- 
jamin Soper  1721,  Peter  Scott  1643,  Martin  Sanders  1639,  Peter 
Shottcr  1654,  William  Scant  1655,  Samuel  Shepard  1666,  Na- 
thaniel Storey  1724,  Dr.  Benj.  Stcdman  1734,  John  Scale  1739, 
Robert  Stevens  1672,  Thomas  Shepard  1673,  Benjamin  Stott 
1643,  Frederick  Sydcr  1753,  Nathaniel  Sumner  1745,  John  Stod- 
dard 1739. 

"William  Tosh  1660,  William  Tinge  or  Tyingc  1640,  James 
Tuberfield  1700,  Robert  Twelves  or  Tucles  1655,WiHiam  Tomp- 
son  1639,  John  Taylor  1702,  William  Tonus  1718,  Thomas 
Thathson  or  Chathson  1665. 

"Leonard  Vassell  1730,  Lewis.Vassell  1730. 

"Alexander  Winchester  1640,  Richard  Wright  1640,  John 
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Wriford  or  Biford  1624,  John  Wendall,  Thomas  Wilmott  1647, 
David  Walsbce  1G51,  John  Woodlander  1651,  Timothy  Winter 
1070,  Stephen  Willis  1674,  George  Willy  1672,  Daniel  Wilord 
1693,  Edward  Willsou,  Edward  Willard,  Samuel  Wright,  Na- 
thaniel Wardel  1722,  Christopher  Webb,  Shardrach  Wilbor 
1700,  Nicholas  Wood  1645,  Thomas  Waterman  1645,  John 
Whcately  1645,  Arthur  Waring  1645,  Timothy  Winter  1685, 
Nath.  Waters  1687,  Daniel  Weld  1647,  Daniel  Willard  1696. 
«  Jamos  York  1643,  John  Yearley  1698." 

The  extreme  length  of  tho  town  from  the  westerly  line  on 
Blue  Hills  to  the  east  point  of  Quincy  Neck,  8  2-5  miles;  from 
the  same  westerly  line  to  the  easterly  rock  on  Squantum,  7  1-2 
miles;  tho  extreme  breadth  from  Ncponset  Bridge  to  Quincy 
Point  Bridge  5  miles ;  from  Stone  Temple  to  State  street,  Bos- 
ton, over  the  Ncponset  Bridge,  8  miles  and  a  small  fraction  ; 
from  near  Ncponset  Bridge  to  the  Stono  Temple,  2  miles,  5  fur- 
longs, 24  rods;  distance  over  Milton  Hill  to  Boston,  from  the 
Stono  Temple,  1  1-2  miles,  and  six  rods  farther  than  over  the 
Ncponset  Bridge ;  from  the  Stone  Temple  to  the  Quincy  Point 
Bridge,  1  mile,  7  furlongs,  1  rod;  from  the  Stono  Temple  to 
High  street  on  Penn'a  Hill,  1  mile,  2  furlongs,  8  rods;  from  the 
Stone  Temple  to  Dedham  Court  House,  over  Milton  Bridge,  10 
miles,  7  furlongs,  29  rods ;  over  Paul's  Bridge  the  route  is  about 
10  miles;  from  the  Stono  Temple  to  Hingham  over  tho  lfing- 
ham  Turnpike,  6  miles,  4  furlongs,  26  rods;  from  the  Stono 
Temple  to  Wales'  Hotel  (so  callod),  Weymouth  Landing,  over 
the  turnpike,  3  miles,  28  roils  ;  from  the  Stone  Temple  to  the 
junction  of  Hancock  and  School  streets,  near  Episcopal  Church, 
3  furlongs,  24  rods;  from  the  Stono  Temple  to  North  Braintreo 
meeting-house,  2  miles,  2  furlongs,  11  rods;  length  of  Hancock 
street  from  its  junction  with  School  to  Ncponset  Bridge,  3  miles 
1  furlong,  8  rods ;  length  of  Washington  street,  1  mile,  7  fur- 
longs, 1  rod. 

In  giving  an  account  of  the  roads  in  Quincy  at  the  timo  it 
was  set  off  from  Brain  tree,  we  neglected  to  mention  Woods 
road,  now  Granite  street,  which  then  ran  from  the  old  Plymouth 
road,  now  Hancock  street,  to  Scotch  Pond  road. 


MISCELLANEOUS.  5C1 

Ry  a  legislative  enactment,  in  1859,  the  office  of  Trial  Jus-  / 
tice  was  created.  A  Court  of  this  nature  was  established  in 
Quincy,  and  William  S.  Morton  and  John  Q.  Adams,  Esquires, 
were  commissioned  for  the  purpose  of  trying  all  cases  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  it.  Trial  Justices  were  intended  by  this  leg- 
islative enactment  to  take  the  place  of  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
so  far  as  criminal  jurisdiction  was  concerned,  but  the  power 
to  try  civil  cases  was  continued  in  the  Justices*  of  the  Peace. 
In  1872,  the  Legislature  established  the  District  Courts.  The 
one  in  this  town  was  called  the  East  Norfolk  Court,  and  it  lias 
continued  to  exist  by  the  same  name  to  tho  present  time.  It 
takes  the  place  of  the  Justice  Courts  before  mentioned,  with  the 
additional  authority  of  trying  civil  cases.  The  following  towns 
arc  included^  within  its  judicial  limits,  viz:— Quincy,  Weymouth, 
Rraintrec,  Milton,  Randolph,  Holbrook  and  Cohasset.  It  lias  a 
much  greater  criminal  aud  civil  jurisdiction  than  was  formerly 
vested  in  the  Courts  held  by  Trial  Justices.  It  is  also  a  Court 
of  Record.  Tho  judicial  ofliccrs  that  preside  over  it  arc  as  fol- 
lows:— One  Justice,  two  Special  Justices  and  a  Clerk.  This 
Court  holds  daily  sessions  at  nine  o'clock,  in  Quincy.  The 
Court-room  is  ou  Hancock  street,  contiguous  to  the  old  Hancock 
Cemetery. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Court  are :— Everett  C.  Rumpus, 
of  Weymouth,  Justice;  James  A.  Tower  of  Randolph,  and  Sol- 
omon J.  Reals  of  Cohasset,  Assistant  Justices;  J.  White  Rel- 
cher,  of  Randolph,  Clerk. 

A  Probate  Court  is  also  held  in  this  town  once  a  month  at 
the  School  Committee's  room,  in  the  Town  House. 

At  the  March  meeting  of  1878,  the  town  appropriated  three 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  to  purchase  a  steam  pump,  erect 
a  house  for  its  shelter  ami  pipe  the  streets  as  far  as  tho  appropri- 
ation would  allow.  The  Roard  of  Fire  Engineers  was  instructed 
to  take  chargo  of  this  improvement.  As  soon  as  arrangements 
could  be  made,  a  lire-proof  house  of  brick  and  iron  was  con- 
structed at  the  comer  of  Hancock  street  and  Cottago  avenue. 
Hancock  street  was  piped  with  a  six-inch  iron  pipe  from  the 
comer  of  Elm  street  to  near  tho  corner  of  Washington  street, 
and  six  hydrants  attached.    Tho  trial  experiments  and  its  work- 
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ings  since,  have  given  perfect  satisfaction.  The  pump  selected 
is  of  the  Blake  pattern,  and  its  capacity  for  discharging  water 
is  five  hundred  gallons  a  minute.  The  steam  boiler  is  a  patent, 
called  the  Ilcrreshoff  boiler,  manufactured  at  Bristol,  Rhode 
Island.  Its  rapidity  for  generating  steam  has  not  been  sur- 
passed, if  it  has  over  been  equalled,  as  it  requires  but  five  min- 
utes from  the  time  the  fire  is  lighted  to  supply  the  pump  with 
sufficient  steam  to  put  it  in  working  order.  This  improvement, 
for  economy  and  protection  to  property  from  fires  within  the 
range  of  the  pump,  is  a  great  addition  to  the  fire  department  of 
this  town. 

We  Hud  Market  Pond,  at  Hough's  Neck,  mentioned  in  the  old 
records  as  early  as  1700.  Whether  it  derived  its  natno  from  a 
market  having  been  located  there,  wc  arc  unable  to  say. 

Tho  following  is  a  list  of  the  deputies  or  representatives  from 
old  Braintree  from  1040  to  the  time  of  the  separation  of  tho 
town  of  Quincy  from  it,  in  1792.  It  has  been  taken  from  tho 
House  Journal  and  is  more  correct  than  the  town  records,  as  for 
many  years  the  records  make  no  account  of  them  : — 

1U40,  Oct.  7th,  Will.  Chccsbro  and  Stephen  King«ley.  10-11, 
June  2d,  Stephen  Kingsluy  and  Samuel  Bass.  Oct.  7th,  Stephen 
Kingsley  and  Alexander  Winchester.  1042,  May  8th,  Alexander 
Winchester  and  William  Cheesbro.  Sept.  8th,  William  Checsbro 
and  Samuel  Bass.  1043,  May  10th,  Samuel  Bass  and  Stephen 
Kingsley.  1044,  March  7th,  Samuel  Bass  and  Peter  Brackett. 
May  20th,  Stephen  Kingsley  and  Thomas  Meekins.  1045,  May 
14th,  Peter  Brackett  and  Samuel  Bass.  1040,  May  0th,  Peter 
Brackett.  1047  and  '48,  May  10th,  Stephen  Kingsley.  1040, 
May  2d,  Capt.  Win.  Ting  and  Samuel  Bass. 

1650  and  '51,  Capt.  Win,  Ting  and  Stephen  Kingsley.  1052, 
Stephen  Kingsley  and  Samuel  Bass.  1053,  Stephen  Kingsley 
and  Peter  Brackett.  1054,  Samuel  Bass.  1055,  Capt.  Richard 
Brackett.  1056,  Peter  Brackett.  1657,  Samuel  Bass.  1G58, 
Peter  Brackett.    1650,  Samuel  Bass. 

1660, '01  ami  '02,  Peter  Brackett.  1003  and  '64,  Samuel  Bass. 
1665,  Capt.  ltich.  Brackett.  1666,  Ensign  Moses  Paine.  1667, 
Capt.  Richard  Brackett.  1668,  Ensign  Moses  Paine.  1660, 
Thomas  Faxon. 
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1670,  Lieut.  Edmund  Quincy.  1071  and  '72,  Cnpt.  Richard 
Brackelt.  1673,  Lieut.  Edmund  Quincy.  1674,  Capt.  Richard 
Brackett.  1675,  Lieut.  Edmund  Quincy.  1676,  '77,  '78  and  '79, 
Samuel  Tompson,  before  Wood. 

1680,  Samuel  Tompson,  (special  session);  Richard  Brackett, 
(regular  session).  1681,  Lieut.  Edmund  Quincy.  1682,  '83, '84, 
'85  and  '86,  Samuel  Tompaon.  1687  and  '88,  (no  seaaion).1 
1689,  Samuel  Tompaon,  Christopher  Webb  and  Joseph  Crosby. 

1690  and  '91,  Samuel  Tompaon.  1692,  Edmund  Quincy  and 
Alexander  Marsh.  1693,  John  Baxter,  Sen.  1694,  Caleb  IIu- 
bord.  1095,  William  Rawson.  1090,  Nathaniel  Wales.  1697, 
John  Ruggles.    1698,  Dr.  John  Wilsou.    1699,  John  Baxter. 

1700,  Capt.  James  Brackctt.  1701,  Lieut.  John  Baxter.  1702, 
William  Veazie  and  John  Baxter.  1703,  '04  and  '05,  Lieut.  John 
Baxter.  1706,  John  Baxter.  1707  and  '08,  John  Webb.  1709, 
Cnpt.  John  Mills. 

1710,  Capt.  John  Mills.    1711,  Nathan  Hubbard.    1712,  Capt. 

1.  Tho  reason  why  tho  General  Court  was  not  held  in  tho  year*  of  1  fiS7  R8 
was,  Hint  it  hud  been  abolished  by  the  tyrannical  Sir  Edmoud  Andros  who  had 
lieen  appointed  Governor  of  the  New  England  Provinces  by  King  James.  Ho 
constituted  himself  and  Councils  the  governing  power*.  Governor  Androa 
interfered  with  the  freedom  of  tho  press,  levied  enormous  taxes  without  proper 
authority.  The  most  arbitrary  and  outrageous  act  was  the  disturbing  the  land 
titles  from  which  he  and  his  friends  derived  a  largo  income.  "  Many  of  the 
towns  had  common  lands,  used  by  the  inhabitants  for  tho  pasturage  of  cattlo. 
Often  these  lands,  situated  near  settlements  were  of  great  value.  Ily  tho  Gov- 
ernor's orders,  portions  of  these  comirion  lands  of  Lynn,  Cambridge  and  other 
towns,  wore  enclosed,  and  given  to  some  of  his  friends."  Finally  tho  peoplo 
liccamo  so  exasporated  at  these  tyrannical  actions,  that  they  rose  in  open  revolt, 
and  cams  rushing  into  Tloston  armed,  and  in  great  rage,  which  made  the  loyal 
citizens  fearful  of  the  result,  as  "  nothing  would  satisfy  them  but  that  the  Gov- 
ernor should  Ik)  bound  in  chains  or  cords,  and  put  in  a  more  secure  place,  and 
that  they  would  see  done  before  they  went  away.  To  satisfy  them,  ho  was 
guarded  to  the  fort."  (Iridium,  Palmer,  West  ami  others  of  his  friond*  woro 
securely  placed  in  the  Castle  in  the  custody  of  Fairweathcr.  Randolph  was  in- 
carcerated in  tho  jail,  under  charge  of  the  new  keeper, "  Scatcs.the  bricklayer;" 
his  other  satraps  woro  securely  imprisoned  in  other  places.  With  all  the  watch- 
fulness of  the  guard,  Androa  came  near  effecting  hi*  escape.  "  Disgnised  in 
women's  clothes  he  had  safely  parsed  two  sentries,  but  was  stoppod  by  a  third, 
who  observed  his  shoes  which  ho  hud  neglected  to  change."  Andros  was  soon 
sent  home  to  Kngland.and  tho  inhabitants  of  tho  Province  assumed  their  former 
peaceful  forms  of  Government  Thus  successfully  ended  the  rlrst  Revolution 
of  the  Provinces  against  the  Home  Government. 
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John  Mills.  1713  and  '14,  Col.  Edmund  Quincy.  1715,  Deacon 
Joseph  Allin.  1716,  Capt.  John  Mills.  1717,  Maj.  John  Qnincy. 
1718,  Capt.  John  Mills.    1719,  Maj.  John  Qnincy. 

1720,  Mnj.  John  Qnincy.  1721,  Capt.  John  Mills  ami  Maj. 
John  Qnincy.  1722  to  1741,  John  Qnincy,  Esq.  Mr.  John 
Qnincy  was  also  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House  from  1720  to 


1741,  Cnpt.  William  Hunt.  1742  ami  '43,  Jos.  Couch.  1744 
and  '45,  John  Quincy.  1740,  Maj.  William  Hunt.  1747,  May 
18th,  John  Quincy  ;  June  5th,  Maj.  William  Hunt.  1748  ami 
'40,  Maj.  William  Hunt. 

1750  and  '51,  Joseph  Croshy.  1752,  John  Ruggles  (Samuel 
Niles,  Jr.,  was  first  chosen,  but  declined  to  take  the  oath  of 
office).  1753,  John  Hnggles.  1754,  Josiah  Quincy  and  Samuel 
Niles.  1755,  '50  and  '57,  John  Qnincy.  1758  and  '50,  Samuel 
Niles. 

1700  to  1775,  ElKsnezer  Thayer,  Jr.  Oct.  7th,  1774,  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress  was  held  at  Concord,  and  adjourned  the  same 
day  to  Salem,  to  bo  held  Oct.  11th;  adjourned  Oct.  14th,  and 
convened  at  Cambridge  Oct.  17th  ;  adjourned  Oct.  20th,  con- 
vened at  Cambridge  Nov.  23d,  and  dissolved  Dec.  10th.  To  this 
Congress,  Braintree  sent  the  following  delegates  :— Dea.  Joseph 
Palmer,  Col.  Ebcnczer  Thayer  and  John  Adams  (added  in  No- 
vember). Feb.  1st,  1775,  the  Provincial  Congress  convened  at 
Cambridge,  and  adjourned  Thursday,  Feb.  10th ;  convened  at 
Concord  Tuesday,  March  22d,  and  adjourned  Saturday,  April 
15th;  convened  at  Concord  April  21st,  and  adjourned  to  Water- 
town  ;  convened  at  Watertown  Saturday,  April  22d,  and  dis- 
solved May  22d.  Provincial  Congress, — Dea.  Joseph  Palmer, 
Jan.  23d;  Joseph  Palmer,  Esq.,  March  0th.  County  Conven- 
tion for  the  year, — Col.  Joseph  Palmer,  May  28th.  He  also 
acted  iis  President  of  this  Convention.  (Jeneral  Court  at  Water- 
town, — Gen.  Joseph  Palmer,  July  10th ;  Ebenozer  Thayer,  Esq. 
(added  Aug.  8th).  1.770,  (ieneral  Court  at  Watertown, — Ccn. 
Joseph  Palmer,  Col.  Ebenezer  Thayer  and  Col.  Jonathan  Rass. 
1777,  Samuel  Niles,  Esq.  1778,  Samuel  Niles,  Esq.,  and  Richard 
Cranch,  Esq.    1770,  Richard  Cranch. 

1780,  '81  and  '82,  Richard  Cranch.    1783,  '84,  '85  and  '80,  Col. 
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Ebcnezcr  Thayer,  Jr.  1787,  Col.  Ebcnezer  Thayer,  Jr.,  in  Way ; 
Richard  Cranch  and  Anthony  Wibird,  in  December.  1788,  '81) 
and  '90,  Col.  Ebenezer  Thayer,  Jr. 

1791,  Samuel  Iiass.  The  interest  of  this  election  wag  all  cen- 
tered on  the  division  of  the  town.  Mr.  Bass  received  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  votes  on  a  total  vote  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy-ono ;  from  which  we  wonld  infer  that  the  separation  of 
the  town  was  closely  contested. 

•  For  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  years  only  one  clergyman  was 
chosen  as  Representative  to  the  General  Court,  and  that  was  the 
Rev.  Anthony  Wibird. 

Wc  have  given  in  a  note  the  inventories1  of  two  of  the  most 
wealthy  and  opulent  farmers  of  old  Rrnintrco  at  the  early  period 
of  1C97-8,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  price  of  land,  cattle 
and  agricultural  productions.  A  curious  inference  may  be  drawn 
from  these  instruments,  which  is,  that  hay  which  to  the  farmer 
of  this  day  is  an  item  of  considerable  financial  income,  was  not 
at  that  period  generally  estimated  of  any  value.  Perhaps  the 
most  forcible  expression  on  this  point  is  to  be  found  in  the 
works  of  an  old  French  writer,  who  states  that  the  term  grass 
is  another  name  for  beef,  mutton,  bread  and  clothing,  and  in  tho 
Belgian  proverb, — "  No  grass,  no  cattle  ;  no  cattle,  no  manure; 
no  manure,  no  crops."  Still  we  have  found  in  two,  out  of  many 
of  these  estimated  accounts  of  deceased  persons,  hay  mentioned. 


1.  Inventory  of  the  estate,  good*  ami chattels  of  Lieut  Col.  Edmund  Quincy, 
of  Hraiutrec,  deceased,  taken  March  15th,  HW7-8,  hy  tho  subscribers:— 


£ 

S. 

D. 

To  wcarinp  apparel, 

23 

10 

0 

To  his  armour  and  furniture  of  his  horse, 

12 

4 

0 

To  plate, 

44 

0 

0 

To  Feather  bed,  bedstead,  and  furniture  in  tho  chamber, 

10 

0 

0 

To  1  Pr.  of  silk  curtains,  £3,  10s.    To  13  Pr.  of  shoots,  £13,  10b, 

10 

0 

0 

• 

To  5  Table  Cloths,  4  Doz.  and  a  half  of  Napkins, 

7 

A 

0 

To  5  Sheets,  £3,  10s.   2  Cnrpots,  £1, 

4 

10 

0 

To  fi  Tr.  of  Tillow-beers,  1  cupboard,  clothes  aud  other  worn 

Linen, 

2 

0 

0 

To  s  chairs,  !i  cushions,  5  covers  for  chairs, 

8 

c 

o 

To  V>  stools,  4  trunks  and  covers  for  2  stools,  a  chairs  and  a  chest 

of  draws, 

• 

7 

0 

0 

To  2  IxxikinK  nhissc*  and  a  class  case, 

0 

in 

0 

To  2  old  chests,  a  still  aud  other  Lumber, 

2 

10 

0 
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But  they  were  small  farmers,  viz: — Barnabas  DcrrificM  ami  Mr. 
Thomas  Faxon,  who  died  about  1680.  In  their  inventories,  hay 
and  corn  are  enumerated  as  being  in  their  barns. 

How  did  our  ancestor  live?  We  answer,  in  the  plainest  ami 
most  simple  and  economical  manner.  When  thoy  arrived  in  this 


£ 

a. 

D. 

To  1  Feather  bed,  bedstead  ami  furniture, 

10 

(I 

0 

To  2  Square  Table*  and  1.3  chairs, 

4 

.1 

0 

To  Pewter  vessels, 

10 

0 

0 

To  Bnusa  Kettle  and  other  Brass  ware, 

3 

0 

0 

To  3  Pr.  and  Irons, 

2 

u 

0 

To  Limbeck,  glasses  and  other  ware, 

•» 
— 

0 

0 

To  Books, 

10 

0 

0 

To  one  bed,  and  Trundle  bed,  with  furniture  for  both , 

a 

0 

0 

To  one  car|»et, 

i 

10 

0 

To  1  Table  and  Looking  glass,  l»  chairs. 

i 

H 

0 

K 

if 

(1 

u 

To  Pork  and  beef,  barrels,  tubs  and  lumber  in  the  cellar, 

4 

0 

0 

To  1  small  table,  k needing  trough  and  other  Lumber, 

1 

0 

0 

To  4  Iron  pots,  2  Iron  Kettles,  tramel,  spits,  dripping  i»ans,  mm 

1 

frying  pans, 

(i 

0 

0 

To  1  negro  man  and  women  and  3  boys, 

100 

0 

0 

To  a  cart,  and  wheels,  plows  and  othor  utensils  for  husbandry. 

11 

0 

0 

To  1  stone  mortar. 

0 

10 

0 

To  70  sheep,  £24.    8  cows,  £24.    4  steors,  3  heifers,  £11),  JOs, 

ti7 

10 

0 

To  0  yearlings,  £7.    2  calves  £1. 

II 

0 

0 

To  3  horses,  £15.   2  sows  and  six  pigs, 

in 

10 

0 

To  housing,  out  housing  and  Farm  that  he  lived  on. 

1400 

0 

0 

To  the  Farm  called  Moors  Farm  and  hoiutiiu;  u|h>ii  it, 

390 

0 

0 

To  40  acres  of  Land  lying  noar  Major  Hunt's  saw  mill, 

20 

0 

0 

To  30  acres  of  Land  adjoining  unto  Moor's  Farm, 

12 

0 

0 

To  Ilarluy  and  IndtftU  Corn, 

10 

0 

0 

Due  to  the  Estato. 

20 

0 

0 

2073 

12 

0 

SAMUEL  PL'NNIMAN, 

NATHANIEL  WALES. 

Estate  of  Lieut.  Alexander  Marsh,  of  Itraiutrou,  who  deceased  the  7th  of 

March  HHI7-M,  as  it  wits  taken  and  apprized  by  tbo  subscribers,  as 

follows:— 

£ 

I>. 

"To  Wearing  apparel, 

12 

10 

0 

To  Musquct  and  3  swords, 

1 

10 

0 

To  2  Tables,  2  chain,  2  stools,  1  chest, 

1 

B 

0 

To  a  Pair  of  Stillyards, 

0 

10 

0 
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inhospitable  land  they  found  it  a  barren  wilderness  ;  the  fields 
or  open  spaces  were  not  covered  with  the  green  carpet  of  verd- 
ure, as  at  present.  No  grass  was  to  be  found  suitable  to  nourish 
their  cattle,  excepting  salt  grnss.  This  barrenness  obliged  them 
to  wait  until  they  could  send  homo  to  England  and  procure 


£ 

8. 

0. 

To  1  bed  and  furniture,  £.1  10s.    To  2  coverlids  &  7  lSlanketts, 

£5  10s, 

S 

0 

0 

m        m         %             kill                             ,    ,             i          e     1     I            1  .«] 

To  1  chest,  2  boxes,  11  >d  of  blanketling, 

1 

10 

0 

To  1  beil  and  other  small  things  In  garret, 

* 

1 

10 

0 

To  Fowler  and  EArthou  ware, 

4 

10 

0 

To  1  trass  nnd  Iron  pots,  kettle  and  other  Iron  wnro, 

r 

0 

0 

1) 

.ft*      ■   ft*    11       «•     i      I                1      *  ■                    it  ii  i 

To  1  Tablo,  U  chairs  and  other  small  tilings. 

1 

0 

0 

#i*     it      ■       c%     i  ii            i  i    ;  ii 

lo  Hooks,  Saddle  and  bridle, 

1 

1 

0 

0 

PW»  -     1,-1          t      |.  _  .1       _    1.  _  1     »  _  _            *    Hf  —  ^-        ».    1    I    I  —  «. .  I. 

To  Flock  bed,  a  bol-dor,  a  pillow  nnd  blanket, 

0 

In 

10 

gi- 
ll 

To  1  chain,  2  hoes  and  old  Iron, 

1 

1 

A 

lo  >\  arming  pan,  1  hatchet  15s.    lo  Cyder  Casks ami  tuubs.oos. 

o 

- 

o 

U 

m       ,                            a         a          ■                a                     tlf                oil                 •       1  * 

To  1  cart  and  wheels,  yokes  and  cliaiuos,  J  ploughs,  grind  stone, 

4 

10 

0 

To  4  oxen,  4  steers  of  3  years  old, 

all 

0 

0 

To  H  cows  and  2  heifors,  2  years  old. 

n 
0 

n 
II 

Jo  3  yearling  calves  £4.    «  horackiud  £12, 

10 

0 

0 

fill                , .      /"*«  u\         •  *l  m mi  • . M  A*i* 

lor*)  sheep,  £20.    l.l  swine  £o, 

•  It! 

0 

l» 

To  Sovornl  parcells  of  Land  in  Walters  Farm, 

a*  f 

51 

0 

0 

To  (>  ncres  of  Salt  meadow  at  Kock  Islaml 

50 

o 

o 

To  4  acres  of  Salt  meadow  in  Suitors  Farm, 

40 

0 

0 

To  I  of  an  acre  of  f  resh  meadow  in  Salters  I'.irm, 

C 

0 

0 

To  Land  in  Stouy  field  &  the  piece  whero  bis  house  stands  now, 

45 

0 

0 

To  Derrifield  Ixitt, 

24 

0 

0 

To  the  Furnaco  Laud  at  Cranes  plain,  containing  213  acres, 

430 

0 

0 

To  a  house  and  Land  at  liostou, 

200 

0 

0 

To  50  aero*  of  Swamp  near  Moors  Farm, 

40 

0 

0 

To  80  Ittubflll  of  oats,  18d  pot  llusboll, 

0 

0 

0 

To  ISO  llusbells  of  Uarlcy, 

20 

5 

0 

To  Indian  Corn  by  estimation  100  liusholls, 

15 

0 

0 

To  Debt*  due  the  Estate, 

150 

7 

0 

To  cash  now  in  house, 

27 

T 

0 

To  2  Scyths,  3  axes,  a  boutlo  and  wodj;os, 

0 

18 

0 

To  come  house  ami  stable, 

11 

0 

0 

To  (50  lb  of  yarn, 

5 

0 

0 

To  an  Indian  mnn's  time  2  years, 

3 

0 

0 

To  on  lndiau  boy's  time  2  years, 

5 

0 

0 

I2M 

0 

0 

JOSEPH  l'ENNIMAN, 

NATHANIEL*  WALES, 

HKN.IAM1N  SAVELL. 
March  31,  17U8.  . 
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grass  seed  to  bow  the  land  with.  This  condition  of  matters 
made  salt  meadows  for  the  time  being,  quite  valuable,  as  one 
aero  of  salt  meadow  was  worth  two  of  upland,  ami  upon  this 
basis  the  division  of  land  was  made. 

The  dwellings  of  the  earlier  settlers  were  constructed  of  logs 
and  called  block  or  log  houses.  The  better  class  of  them  had 
their  chinks  filled  up  with  mud  to  protect  them  from  the  cold, 
chilly  blasts  of  winter.  A  chimney  was  erected  from  the  centre 
of  the  building,  through  the  roof.  The  enclosed  top  of  the 
structure  was  thatched,  and  so  important  did  the  Colonists  con- 
sider the  preservation  of  this  material  for  the  protection  of  these 
log  houses  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  that  every  town 
was  ordered  to  construct  a  house  in  which  to  secure  the  long, 
beach  grass  for  this  purpose.1  In  these  rudely-constructed  log 
cabins  some  of  the  first  town  meetiugs  were  held,  by  a  few 
neighbors  assembling  together  for  the  transaction  of  town  busi- 
ness. They  were  a  sort  of  travelling  institutions,— sometimes 
being  held  at  Mr.  Saundor's  and  at  other  times  at  Col.  Quincy's, 
Mr.  Brockett's,  etc.,  or  in  neighborhoods  where  the  principal 
business  of  that  meeting  was  to  be  acted  upon. 

Their  culinary  utensils  were  few  and  simple;  pewter  dishes 
and  plates,  and  a  limited  number  of  pots  and  kettles,  were  all 
they  had.  No  knives  or  forks, — fingers  and  napkins  were  the 
popular  etiquette  of  the  table  in  the  management  of  their  hum- 
ble repasts.  Knives  and  forks  were  not  much  known  in  Eng- 
land before  1650,  and  did  not  come  into  common  use  in  the 
Colonics  until  a  much  later  period,  as  we  are  not  able  to  find 
them  enumerated  in  the  earlier  inventories  of  estates  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  town.    The  morning  and  evening  meals,  for  over 


2.  "  The  inhabitants  of  a  towne  within  this  jurisdiction,  at  thoir  first  setting 
down,  did  genncrally  agree  to  sett  apart  a  certuino  parcel!  of  land  to  the  value 
of  about  20  acres,  lying  betwixt  the  wilt  inaruli  aatl  the  lowe  water  mark,  for  the 
use  of  the  whole  town,  to  be  improoved  ffor  thatching  bowse*,  tho  want  wheroof 
is  very  prejudicial  to  the  towno,  since  which  time  this  honnored  ( ionorall  Court, 
by  nu  order  of  theirs,  have  made  all  lands  to  low  water-marks  to  belong  to  tho 
proprietors  of  the  land  udjoyuing  thereunto.  The  aforesaid  inhabitants,  not 
being  able  to  resolve  themselves,  humbly  desire  the  resolutions  of  the  honnored 
Generall  Courle,  Whether  the  order  of  Court  make  voyd  tho  proceeding  towne 
order."-Mas*.  Records,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  181. 
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a  century,  were  hasty  pudding,  milk  and  hominy,  broth  or  por- 
ridge, as  it  was  called,  flavored  by  salt  pork  being  boiled  in  it. 
Meat  was  rarely  used,  as  their  oxen  were  preserved  for  draught, 
cows  for  thoir  milk  and  butter,  and  sheep  for  their  wool  to 
clothe  themselves ;  also,  to  make  their  flock  beds.  Those  who 
could  spare  time  from  their  farm  labor  could  procure  wild  fowl 
nnd  fish  near  the  shores,  and  a  few  wild  turkeys  by  hunting  them 
in  the  woods.  Their  substitute  for  tea  and  coffee,  was  home 
made  beer.  The  malt  for  making  their  beer  was  procured  at 
Mr.  Joseph  Adams'  malt  house,  or  at  Mr.  Bass1.  After  their 
orchards  of  applo  trees  were  established,  the  social  mug  of  old 
cider  became  a  favorite  beverage.  Why  tea  and  coffee  wore  so 
long  deferred  from  coining  into  the  Provinces,  wo  are  not  able  to 
state,  unless  it  was  the  high  prices  asked  for  these  articles  of 
luxury.  Tea  was  very  rarely  used  in  England  before  1C57,  and 
was  sold  from  six  to  ten  pounds  per  pound,  l'epys,  the  noted 
connoisseur  and  great  lover  of  good  cheer,  docs  not  record  his 
first  cup  of  tea  until  Sept.  25th,  1G60.  Coffeo  was  not  brought 
into  England  until  1G41.  The  first  coffee  house  was  opened  by 
a  Jew  in  Oxford,  in  1G50.  A  Greek  opened  the  first  house  of 
this  nature  in  London,  on  Lombard  street,  in  1652.  It  was  about 
a  century  after  this  period,  before  tea  began  to  be  commonly  used 
in  the  Provinces,  and  it  was  over  a  century  before  coffee  was 
familiarly  known,  or  in  common  use  by  our  ancestors. 

Subsequently,  baked  beans,  the  New  Englander's  favorite  dish 
for  Sunday  meals  came  into  use,  and  on  Saturdays,  minced  cod- 
fish and  potatoes,  and  ryo  and  Indian  bread,  was  the  fashionable 
meal,  not  on  Friday,  as  that  would  be  popish,  and  whoever  used 
it  on  that  day  would  be  etornally  damned,  and  all  the  prayers 
of  Cotton  Mather  and  his  saintly  elders  could  not  have  saved 
him  from  perdition. 

The  observance  of  Christmas  by  our  ancestors  was  considered 
a  crime,  and  the  penalty  for  keeping  it,  was  the  same  as  the 
penalty  for  playing  at  dice  or  cards,  and  tho  now  popular  amuse- 
ment of  dancing  was  frowned  upon  as  tending  to  licentiousness 
and  immoral  conduct. 

The  General  Court,  always  desiring  to  have  a  fatherly  care 
over  her  subjects,  concluded  that  a  few  sumptuary  laws  were 
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required  for  tlio  welfare  of  our  good  fathers  and  mothers,  an<l 
that  thero  should  be  no  mistake  or  misunderstanding  about  the 
matter,  they  enacted  a  law  to  regulate  their  costume,1  and  also 
to  regulate  their  diet,  by  forbidding  the  use  of  cake  or  buns, 

1,  "  Tho  Court  taking  Into  consideration  the  greute,  miporrluonii  and  niiiioc- 
essary  ex pence  occasioned  by  reason  of  some  newe  oud  immodest  fashion,  u* 
nltto  tlio  ordinary  weureiug  of  silver,  goldn,  and  silko  luces,  girdles,  hatbands, 
fto.,  hath  therefore  ordered  Unit  nou  |ternuii,  cither  inun  or  woman,  shall  here- 
after  make  or  buye  any  apparel),  either  woolou  silk  or  lynnen,  with  any  lace  on 
it,  .silver,  golde,  silk  or  thread,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  of  such  cloathes. 

"  Also,  that  uoe  person,  either  man  or  woman,  shall  make  or  buy  any  slashed 
cloathes,  other  than  one  slashe  in  each  sleeve,  and  another  iu  the  backe,  ali«o, 
all  cutt  works,  imbroidercd  or  needle  worke  capps.  bamls,  and  rayles,  are  for- 
bidden hereafter  to  be  uiuile  and  worne,  under  the  aforesaid  penalty,  also,  all 
golde  or  silver  girdles,  haUbands,  bells,  rnifs,  beaver  hatts,  are  prohibited  to  lie 
bought  and  worn  hereafter,  under  the  aforesaid  |ieiially. 

"  Moreover,  it  is  agreed,  if  any  man  shull  judge  the  weariug  of  any  tho  fore- 
named  particulars,  newe  fashions,  or  longe  hair,  or  anything  of  the  like  nature, 
to  be  uncomely  or  prejudicial!  to  the  common  good,  and  the  party  offending 
reform  not  the  same  iipou  uotico  given  him,  that  then  theuexte  Assistant,  being 
informed  thereof,  shall  have  power  to  biude  the  party  soo  offending  to  answer 
it  att  tho  nexte  Court." 

The  tailor  was  the  fashionable  dress  maker  of  litis  period,  as  the  ornamenting 
and  trimming  of  ladies'  dresses  with  gold  and  silver  lace,  had  to  be  executed 
under  his  charge. 

••  Whereas  there  is  much  complaint  of  the  excessive  wearing  of  lace  and  othor 
superfluities  teuding  to  little  use  or  beuelit,  but  to  the  nourishing  of  pride  and 
exhausting  of  men's  estates,  It  is  ordered,  that  no  tuylor,  or  any  other  person 
whatsoever,  shall  hereufter  sit  any  luce  or  points  upon  any  garments,  either 
liimen,  woolleu,  or  any  other  wearing  clothes  whatsoever,  and  that  no  person 
hereafter  shulboe  imploycd  in  making  uf  any  manner  of  luce,  but  such  us  they 
Hhall  sell  to  such  persons  as  shull  ami  will  transport  thu  sumo  out  of  (his  juris- 
diction, who  iu  such  case,  shall  have  liberty  to  buy  the  same.  And  that  here- 
after no  garment  shalbee  made  with  short  sleeves,  whereby  the  nakedness  of 
the  arme  may  bee  discovered  iu  the  wearing  thereof;  and  such  as  have  garments 
already  made  with  short  sleeves  shall  not  lioui  after  wear  the  same,  uuless  they 
cover  their  amies  to  the  wrist  with  lumen,  or  otherwise;  aud  that  heroafter  no 
peraou  whatsoever  shall  utuke  any  garment*  for  wouuieu,  or  any  of  their  sex, 
with  sleeves  more  than  half  an  ell  wide  iu  the  widest  place  thereof,  and  so  pro- 
portionable for  bigger  or  smaller  persons." 

Thu  stringency  of  these  sumptuary  laws  created  a  broil  between  the  Court  and 
Church.  Thu  elders  complained  that  some  of  their  members  had  been  too 
summarily  dealt  with  for  not  observing  the  statute,  und  that!  the  Court  had 
exceeded  its  jurisdiction  iu  enforcing  its  penalty  on  church  members,  believing 
that  a  little  whitewashing  was  more  appropriate  for  their  saiutly  members  than 
the  penalty  of  the  law.    The  Court  not  to  bo  put  down,  after  paying  duo  deffor- 
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excreting  at  burials,  marriages  or  such  like  occasions ;  the  wear- 
ing of  all  ornaments,  gold,  silver,  or  silk  lace  was  forbidden,  as 
well  as  hat  bands,  ruffs,  also  embroidery  or  needle  work,  and  the 
wearing  of  long  hair  was  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  God. 
This  enactment  was  not  very  acceptable  to  the  dry  goods  mer- 
chant or  the  fashionable  dress  maker  of  that  day. 

enco  to  the  clmrrli,  nnswered  them  by  saying,  tliat  all  persons  of  whatever 
quality  or  condition,  should  and  would  he  punished  for  tho  non-observance  of 
the  statute. 

"  And  whereas  some  have  beene  grieved  that  such  excesses  were  presented 
to  Mm  Court,  which  concerned  Ihc  iiicihImth  of  Ihn  churcho,  Itefnro  tho  parties 
loid  I-itii  dc:ilt  with  nt  hoame,  intimating  thereby  that  tho  churches  would,  u|hiii 
notice  of  those  nhuscs  in  apparel  I  hiivo  taken  such  course  an  would  havo 
reformed  their  memhera,  nml  ho  have  prevented  the  truiihle  of  the  Court 

"  Tills  Conrl  hnlli.  therefore,  thought  flit,  (in  the  great  cotilidence  it  hath  of 
the  care  and  faithfulness  of  tho  churches.)  to  stay  all  proceedings  upon  the  snid 
presentment,  in  expectation  that  the  ofHcers  and  members  of  all  the  churches, 
havcing  now  cleare  knowledge,  both  of  the  said  disorder  in  spparrell,  and  the 
resolution  of  the  Court  to  attain  a  general!  reformation,  will  S|tocdily  and 
effectually  proceed  niruiost  all  otTcnders  in  Ibis  kind,  RIk)  that  they  will  also 
(from  observation  of  our  prononess  to  follow  now  fiisbious,  and  to  fall  to 
excessive  costliness  in  attire)  keene  the  more  strict  watch  over  all  sorts  for  time 
to  come,  and  this  Court  doth  hearby  intimate  to  all  whom  it  may  concern©,  (of 
what  quality  or  estate  soever  they  may  bee)  that  all  such  |»ersons  as,  after  all 
these  admonitions  and  forbearances,  shall  obstinately  persist  uf  their  excesre 
in  this  kind,  shall  be  looked  at  as  contemners  of  authority,  and  lagord- 
less  of  the  puldicke  wealo,  and  must  ox|ie<-t  to  heo  proceeded  against  by  tho 
strictest  course  of  justice,  as  their  offenses  shall  deserve." 
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John  Adams  was  horn  in  Uraintrcc,  Oct.  19th,  1785,  in  tho 
most  northerly  of  the  two  old  mansions  on  Franklin  street, 
owned  by  his  father,  and  now  in  possession  of  his  descendants, 
and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1755.  On  leaving  college, 
he  taught  school  in  Worcester,  whero  he  also  studied  law  in  the 
office  of  Col.  James  Putnam.  He  begati  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  Braintree  aliout  the  year  1758,  at  the  ago  of  twenty- 
three  years.  The  first  writ  issued  by  Mr.  Adams  was  on  an 
action  of  trespass  for  a  rescue.  This  gave  him  considerable 
uneasiness,  as  ho  was  apprehensive  that  it  was  defective,1  which 
it  proved  to  be,  as  it  was  abated.  Ho  soon  after  removed 
to  Huston,  where  he  became  eminent  in  his  profession,  and  was 
appointed  Chief  Justico  of  tho  Supremo  Court;  ho  was  choson 
one  of  tho  delegates  to  tho  first  Continental  Congress  in  1774. 

Mr.  Adams  was  married  to  Abigail  Smith,  daughter  of  tho 
Hov.  William  Smith,  of  Weymouth.  liy  this  marriage  he  be- 
came allied  to  a  numerous  and  highly-respectable  family  con- 
nection, which  greatly  assisted  him  in  his  professional  business. 

1.  "Monday,  Deo.  18,  1758.  I  this  evening  deli  vend  to  Mr.  Field  a  declara- 
tion in  trespass  for  a  rescue.  I  w;w»  obliged  to  finish  it  without  sufficient  exam- 
ination. If  it  Mliould  eacapo  an  abatement,  it  in  quite  undigested  and  unclerk- 
like.  I  am  ashamed  of  it,  and  concerned  for  it.  If  my  first  writ  should  bo 
abated,  if  I  should  throw  a  large  bill  of  costs  on  my  first  client,  my  character 
aud  business  will  suffer  greatly;  it  will  bo  said  I  do  not  understand  my  business. 
No  one  will  trust  his  interest  in  my  hands.  1  never  saw  a  writ  on  that  law  of 
the  province.  1  was  perplexed,  and  am  vory  anxious  about  it.  Now  I  feel  the 
disadvantages  of  Putnam's  insociability  and  neglect  of  me.  Had  he  given  me, 
now  aud  then,  a  few  hints  concerning  practice,  1  should  be  able  to  judge  better 
at  this  hour  than  I  can  now.  I  have  reason  to  complain  of  him,  but  it  is  my 
dostiny  to  dig  treasures  with  my  own  fingers;  nobody  will  lend  mo  or  sell  ine 
a  pickaxe.  How  this  first  undertaking  will  terminate,  I  know  not.  I  hope  the 
dispute  will  be  settled  between  them,  or  submitted,  aud  so  my  writ  never  come 
to  an  examination;  but,  if  it  should,  I  must  take  tho  consequences;  I  must 
assumo  a  resolution  to  bear  without  frettiug." 


DI8TINQUI8IIKD  INDIVIDUALS. 


573 


In  1778,  Congross  selected  him  as  ono  of  the  Com  mission  cm 
to  France;  Feb.  13tb,  he  sailed  in  the  frigate  Boston,  with  his 
son  John  Q.  Adams,  then  ten  years  of  age,  and  arrived  at  Bor- 
deaux, France,  April  8th.  Owing  to  some  misdemeanors  of  M r. 
Silas  Dean,  the  commissioner*  were  placed  in  an  embarrassed 
position ;  so  much  so,  that  Mr.  Adams  concluded  to  take  no 
part  with  them,  and  returned  home  after  an  absence  of  seven- 
teen months. 

On  his  arrival  home  he  was  selected  by  the  town  of  Braintree 
as  delegate  to  attend  a  convention  for  the  formation  of  a  State 
Government,  where  ho  took  an  active  and  important  part;  but 
he  was  soon  called  away  from  the  convention  to  attend  to  the 
duty  of  a  commissioner  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  ahd  for  some  years  he  was  the  American  Ambassador  to 
tho  Court  of  St.  James. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  Vice-President  of  the  United  States 
in  1789,  and  at  the  expiration  of  Washington's  term  of  office,  as 
President  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  to  suc- 
ceed him  in  this  high  and  important  position.  After  his  term  of 
oflice  expired  he  retired  to  his  residence  in  Quincy.  In  1820,  he 
was  selectod  by  the  citizens  of  his  native  town,  as  a  delegate  to 
the  State  Convention  that  assembled  to  amend  tho  State  Con- 
stitution. Tho  remaining  portion  of  his  long  life  was  spent  in 
literary  labors,  ami  holding  correspondence  with  tho  most  emi- 
nent statesmen  of  that  period.  He,  with  his  co-patriot,  Thomas 
Jefferson,  expired  on  their  country's  birthday,  the  4th  of  July, 
1826.  Mr.  Adams'  age  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  nincty-ono 
years. 

Jedidiah  Adams  was  born  in  Braintree,  Jan.  21st,  1711,  and 
graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1733.  On  graduating  ho  stud- 
ied theology,  and  after  preaching  as  a  candidate,  he  finally  set- 
tled in  Stoughton,  Feb.  19th,  174G,  and  the  same  year  married 
Mary  Marsh,  of  Braintree.  Ho  was  the  seventh  son  of  Capt. 
Peter  Adams,  and  died  in  1799,  aged  about  eighty-nine. 

John  Quincy  Adams  was  born  in  the  North  Precinct  of  Brain- 
tree, July  11th,  1767,  in  the  most  southerly  of  the  two  old 
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mansions  now  standing  on  Franklin  street.  He  was  named  for 
John  Quincy,  the  person  from  whom  the  town  of  Quincy  derived 
its  name  after  its  separation  from  Brain  tree. 

In  March,  1780,  Mr.  Adams  entered  the  junior  class  of  Har- 
vard College  and  graduated  in  17H7;  he  received  the  high  com- 
pliment of  having  his  graduation  oration  published.  Mr.  Adams 
after  leaving  college,  hegan  his  law  studies  at  Ncwbiirypnrt,  in 
tho  oflico  of  the  late  Chief  .Justice,  Theophilus  Parsons,  where 
he  remained  three  years.  On  leaving  Ncwburyport,  he  opened 
an  office  in  Boston,  where  he  obtained  a  successful  business  and 
a  high  rank  in  the  profession.  He  remained  in  Ronton  until 
higher  and  more  important  duties  called  him  into  the  field  of 
diplomacy,  for  which  his  previous  education  had  so  well  fitted 
him.  In  1704,  the  United  States  Senate  unanimously  confirmed 
his  nomination  as  Minister  to  the  Netherlands,  for  which  place 
he  embarked  in  September,  the  same  year,  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence at  Hague.  In  1700,  he  received,  while  there,  an  appoint- 
ment from  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
to  the  Court  of  Portugal,  with  instructions  not  to  leave  Hague 
until  further  order* ;  ho  did  not  receive  these  instructions  until 
his  successor, Mr.  Murray,  arrived,  when  he  left  for  Kugland.  On 
his  arrival  at  London,  he  found  his  appointment  to  the  Court  of 
Portugal  superceded  by  another  to  the  Court  of  Berlin.  While 
being  delayed  in  reference  to  this  appointment,  Mr.  Adams  was 
married  on  the  '20lh  of  July,  1797,  to  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson, 
daughter  of  Joshua  Johnson,  the  American  Consul  at  London. 
He  went  to  Berlin,  and  in  July,  1798,  received  his  credentials, 
and  resided  there  until  1801,  when  ho  returned  homo  and  re- 
sumed his  profession  of  law  in  Boston. 

Tho  antipathy  of  the  Federal  party,  which  had  been  brought 
about  by  Hamilton  and  his  friends,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Adams' 
father,  appears  to  have  subsided,  as  they  united  on  Mr.  Adams 
and  elected  him  to  the  State  Senate. 

In  November  he  was  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  Represen- 
tative to  Congress,  but  was  defeated  by  Mr.  William  Eustis,  he 
having  received  fifty-nino  votes  more.  The  papers  of  that  day 
attributed  his  defeat  to  tho  cause  that  it  was  a  rainy  day,  but 
Mr.  Adams  supposed  it  was  owing  more  to  tho  apathy  of  the 
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lenders  of  the  Federal  party,  and  made  the  following  remarks  on 
the  occasion  of  his  non-success.  "This  is  among  the  thousand 
proofs,  how  large  a  portion  of  Federalism  is  a  mere  fair  weather 
principle,  too  weak  to  overcome  a  shower  of  rain.  It  shows  the 
degree  of  dependence  that  can  be  plnced  on  such  friends.  As  a 
party,  their  adversaries  are  more  sure  and  more  earnest." 

In  1803,  Mr.  Adams,  after  three  bnllotings,  was  chosen  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States ;  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Washington. 

During  his  senatorial  term,  he  l»ee:ime  obnoxious  to  the  Fed- 
eral parly  for  the  course  be  pursued  in  supporting  many  import- 
ant measures  of  Jefferson's  administration  in  direct  opposition  to 
his  own  parly.  This  so  incensed  the  Federal  party,  that  at  the 
expiration'of  his  term  in  1809,  they  elected  James  Lloyd  in  his 
place. 

In  1805,  the  corporation  of  Harvard  College  chose  Mr.  Adams 
as  Iloylston  Professor  of  Rhetoric  nnd  Oratory,  which  position 
be  accepted.  In  1800,  President  Madison  appointed  him  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  to  St.  Petersburg.  After  his  confirmation,  the 
Federal  party  took  this  opportunity  to  state  through  the  press, 
that  this  appointment  was  a  reward  for  Mr.  Adams'  apostacy  in 
joining  the  administration  party.  Mr.  Adams  ably  defended 
himself  against  this  severe  animadversion.  After  having  been 
appointed  one  of  the  commissioners  to  treat  for  peace  with  Great 
Britain,  be  left  St.  Petersburg,  April  2Kth,  1814,  and  proceeded 
to  Ghent,  where  be  met  the  other  commissioners  and  with  them 
signed  the  treaty  of  peace  Dec.  24th,  1814. 

Peace  being  amicably  settled  between  the  two  countries,  Mr. 
Adams,  in  1817,  embarked  in  the  packet  ship  Washington  for 
the  United  States,  where  be  arrived  the  7th  of  August.  Soon 
after  his  arrival  he  was  appointed  by  President  Monroe,  Secre- 
tary of  the  State,  and  be  ably  fulfilled  the  duties  of  this  oflice 
through  both  terms  of  Mr.  Monroe's  administration. 

On  the  expiration  of  President  Monroe's  term  of  oflice,  Mr. 
John  Quincy  Adams  was  chosen  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, President  of  tbo  United  States.  After  the  expiration  of 
his  term  in  1820,  he  retired  to  bis  home. 

In  1831,  he  was  chosen  National  Representative,  and  the 
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greater  part  of  his  useful  life  was  spent  in  tho  hulls  of  Congress, 
even  to  the  day  of  his  death.  On  the  21st  of  February,  1848,  he 
entered  the  Representative  Hall  as  well  as  usual,  and  after  the 
session  had  begun  its  duties,  he  arose  paper  in  hand  to  address 
the  speaker,  and  was  taken  with  a  shock  of  paralysis,  and  fell 
into  the  arms  of  an  associate  member.  While  falling  ho  uttered 
those,  his  last  wordn,  "This  is  tho  last  of  earth,  I  am  content." 
lie  was  taken  to  the  Speaker's  private  apartments  in  the  Capitol, 
where  he  remained  insensible  until  the  evening  of  the  23d  of 
February,  when  his  noble  spirit  departed  this  earth,  at  tho  age  of 
eighty  years  and  seven  months. 

Charles  Adams,  fourth  child  and  second  son  of  President 
John  Adams,  graduated  at  Harvard  Collcgo  in  1789,  and  engaged 
in  the  profession  of  law  in  New  York,  where  he  died  in  1800. 

Thomas  Boylston  Adams,  fifth  child  and  third  son  of  Presi- 
dent Adams,  was  born  Sept.  15th,  1772,  and  graduated  at  Har- 
vard College  in  1700.  llo  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in 
this  town,  and  was  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  Southern  Cir- 
cuit of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.    He  died  in  1832. 


•  George  Washington  Adams,  son  of  John  Q.  Adams,  graduated 
at  Harvard  University  in  1821.  He  chose  the  profession  of 
law,  and  began  practice  iu  Boston.  In  1825,  he  delivered  a 
n  Fourth  of  July  oration  before  tho  citizens  of  Quincy,  which  was 
published,  lie  was  chosen  in  1826,  Representative  to  tho  State 
Legislature  from  Boston.    Mr.  Adams  died  in  1829. 


John  Adams,  second  son  of  John  Q.  Adams,  died  Oct.  23d, 
1834. 


Charles  Francis  Adams,  third  sou  of  John  Q.  Adams,  was  born 
in  lioston  in  1807,  and  a  huge  part  of  his  youthful  education  was 
obtained  abroad,  while  his  father  was  Minister  to  Foreign  Courts. 
He  graduated  at  Harvard  University  in  1825;  after  graduating 
he  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1828. 

Mr.  Adams  represented  tho  city  of  Boston  five  years  in  the 
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State  Legislature,  three  years  in  the  Senate,  and  two  in  the 
House ;  he  also  was  editor  of  the  "  Boston  Whig."  In  1848  he 
was  a  candidate  for  Vice  President  on  a  ticket  with  Martin 
Van  Buren. 

In  1858  Mr.  Adams  was  elected  to  represent  the  third  Massa- 
chusetts Congressional  District  in  Congress.  In  1860  ho  was 
again  re-elected.  Mr.  Adams  did  not  serve  out  this  term,  as  lie 
was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln,  Minister  to  England,  where 
he  sustnined  tho  high  reputation  his  grandfather  and  father  had 
established  as  a  diplomatist.  Mr.  Adams  remained  at  the  Court 
of  St.  James  until  succeeded  by  Bcverdy  Johnson,  in  1808. 

Under  the  treaty  with  Creat  Britain  signed  May  8th,  1871, 
which  treaty  stipulates  that  a  board  of  arbitrators  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  respective  governments  to  meet  at  Geneva, 
Switzerland,  to  settle  the  Alabama  Claims,  Mr.  Adams  was 
appointed  by  the  United  States,  to  serve  on  this  commission. 

Mr.  Adams  has  been  quite  extensively  cngnged  in  tho  field  of 
literature,  having  edited  the  Revolutionary  correspondence  of 
his  grandfather  and  grandmother  which  was  published  in  1841 ; 
ho  has  had  published  ten  volumes  of  the  works  of  Mr.  John 
Adams,  of  which  he  was  editor.  These  were  published  in  1850. 
Ho  has  recently  edited  and  published  twelve  volumes  of  tho 
works  of  John  Q.  Adams.  In  1864,  Harvard  College  con- 
fined the  honorary  degree  of  LL.  D.  upon  him. 


Ebenezcr  Bracket!,  son  of  James  Bracket  I ,  was  born  May  7th, 
1773,  and  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1789,  studied  med- 
icine and  commenced  practice  in  Quincy.  Ho  wrote  a  poem  in 
commemoration  of  GofTe,  Whalley  and  Dixwcll,  to  which  an 
abstract  of  their  history  was  attached ;  this  poem  and  history 
was  published  in  1793.  Dr.  Brackett  died  May  9th,  1794,  aged 
twenty-one  years.    He  was  a  young  man  of  great  promise. 


Ebenczcr  Crosby  was  born  in  the  North  Precinct  of  Braintree, 
and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1777,  and  at  Yale  in  1782. 
He  was  Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  Columbia  College,  New  York. 
Mr.  Crosby  died  in  1788.    In  the  earlier  period  of  the  Kovolu- 
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tionary  War  he  was  appointed  Surgeon  to  Washington's  Guards, 
where  he  continued  till  near  the  closo  of  the  war. 


The  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  Hon.  Benjamin  Vinton  French, 
was  the  eldest  son  of  Moses  and  Eunice  V.  French,  born  in 
Braintree,  July  29th,  1791,  married  Caroline  French,  his  cousin, 
Sept.  22d,  1817.  Mrs.  French  after  being  united  in  marriage 
twenty-six  years,  died  Sept.  4lh,  1843,  aged  forty-five.  His 
second  wife  was  Harriet  Alice  Seger,  cousin  to  Dewitt  Clinton, 
and  daughter  of  William  Seger,  a  native  of  London,  England, 
and  resident  of  the  city  of  New  York.  Their  marriage  occurred 
Oct.  12th,  1848.  In  early  life,  or  at  the  age  of  twenty-ono 
years,  Mr.  French  began  the  business  of  a  grocer  in  Boston.  By 
active  diligence,  integrity  and  amiability  towards  his  customers, 
he  amassed  a  fair  competency.  As  early  as  1818,  agricultural 
pursuits  attracted  his  attention,  and  at  this  time  he  began  farm- 
ing in  Braintree.  His  agricultural  labors  having  proved  suc- 
cessful, ho  made  by  purchase  another  addition  to  his  farm  in 
contemplation  of  making  Braintree  his  permanent  place  of  resi- 
dence At  the  relinquishment  of  his  business  in  1880,  ho  camo 
to  Braintree  and  there  devoted  his  timo  exclusively  to  his  farm 
of  two  hundred  acres.  At  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  became 
financially  embarrassed,  but  on  investigation  his  estate  turned  out 
better  than  was  anticipated. 

Mr.  French  was  among  the  first  scientific  agriculturists  in 
Massachusetts ;  ho  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Norfolk  Agri- 
cultural Society,  as  well  as  one  of  its  most  active  members ;  also, 
of  the  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society,  and  was  among  its 
principal  contributors.  He  was  for  years  a  member  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Board  of  Agriculture  and  also  one  of  its  founders. 
Through  his  exertions  the  School  of  Agriculture  was  established 
by  Legislative  enactment  in  1856,  which  was  not  organized  until 
some  years  after.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  New  England 
Historic-Genealogical  Society  from  1845,  and  a  life  member  from 
1857.  Mr.  French  always  having  a  taste  for  the  beautiful 
originated  the  idea  of  garden  cemeteries,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  active  in  establishing  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery. 

Mr.  French  was  much  in  public  life,  having  while  in  Boston 
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been  a  Director  for  the  House  of  Reform  and  Juvenile  Delin- 
quents; Assistant  Assessor  and  Overseer  of  the  Poor,  besides 
Director  of  banks  and  insurance  offices.  In  1843,  Mr.  French 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Kxccutivo  Council. 

Mr.  French  from  his  large  and  well  selected  library  of  stand, 
ard  works  on  agriculture  Wamo  well  versed  in  the  theory  of 
farming,  so  much  so,  that  the  elder  Quincy,  now  deceased,  him- 
self a  veteran  farmer,  once  related  "  that  in  varied  husbandry 
Mr.  French  had  no  competitor;  his  great  love  of  nature  and  her 
productions  was  the  all  absorbing  theme  of  his  useful  life, 
especially  in  the  department  of  pomology,  to  which  ho  had  given 
especial  attention.  "In  1861,  Mr.  French  exhibited  in  the  Horti- 
cultural Rooms  in  Boston,  two  hundred  and  thirty  choice  speci- 
mens of  as  many  different  varieties  of  the  apple  and  the  pear 
for  which  he  received  a  splendid  piece  of  plate."  Subsequently 
he  increased  his  varieties  to  four  hundred,  and  one  hundred 
varieties  of  the  cherry  and  the  plum,  besides  a  great  variety  of 
other  fruits,  which  could  be  cultivated  in  this  climate.  In  his 
nursery  were  to  be  found  all  the  native  as  well  as  rare  exotic 
flowers  and  shrubs. 

Mr.  French  died  without  issue  at  Harrison  Square,  in  the 
Dorchester  District  of  Boston,  April  11th,  1860,  aged  68.  He 
was  eminently  distinguished  among  his  fellow  associates  in  the 
Horticultural  and  Agricultural  profession. 


Mr.  Thomas  Greenleaf  was  born  in  Boston,  the  15th  of  May, 
1767,  he  received  the  greater  part  of  his  early  education  in  the 
Boston  Latin  School.  During  the  siege  of  Boston  his  parents 
removed  from  the  city  and  while  they  were  absent  he  attended 
the  Dummcr  Academy.  On  their  return  to  Boston  he  again 
entered  the  Latin  School,  where  he  prepared  for  college.  Mr. 
Orcenlcaf  graduated  at  Harvard  University  in  1784,  at  the  age 
of  seventeen.    He  did  not  pursue  professional  studies. 

From  1700,  he  resided  a  part  of  the  year  in  Quincy,  but  took 
lip  his  permanent  residence  here,  on  the  old  Neale  estate,1  in 

1.  Thia  fine  estate  on  Adams  Street,  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  William 
W.  Graenoogll,  and  wan  purchased  hy  Mr.  Greeuleaf  of  Dr.  Charles  Chauncey. 
the  noted  pastor  of  the  First  Chnrch  in  Boston. 
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1803,  which  he  purchased  in  1790,  and  resided  there  until  his 
death. 

His  aptitude  for  public  business  was  such  that  in  the  early 
part  of  the  present  century,  the  town  intrusted  him  with  various 
and  important  duties,  which  he  discharged  with  great  fidelity. 
In  1808,  ho  was  chosen  by  tho  citizens  of  the  town  as  Repre- 
sentative to  tho  General  Court,  and  for  twelve  consecutive  yoars 
he  tilled  this  honorable  oflice,  and  at  one  time  was  selected  as 
temporary  Speaker  of  the  House,  during  the  illness  of  the  Hon. 
Timothy  Bigelow,  who  was  permanent  Speaker. 

In  1820,  he  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  a  convention  to  revise 
the  Constitution  of  the  State. 

For  upward  of  thirty  years  Mr.  Grcenleaf  was  called  upon  to 
preside  over  the  deliberations  of  our  town  meetings,  and  in  all 
matters  favoring  the  prosperity  of  the  town  he  took  an  active 
and  responsible  part. 

Mr.  Greenleaf  was  married  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  1787,  to 
Mary  Deming  Price,  daughter  of  Ezckiel  Price  and  Ruth  Avery, 
sister  of  Secretary  Avery,  all  of  Boston.  They  lived  together  in 
a  union  of  uninterrupted  harmony  and  devoted  attachment  for 
the  long  period  of  nearly  sixty-seven  years.  IIo  died  Jan.  5th, 
1854,  aged  86  years,  7  months  and  21  days.  Mrs.  Greenleaf  died 
Feb.  23d,  1856,  aged  88  years,  8  months  and  12  days. 

John  Hancock,  tho  son  of  tho  Rev.  John  Hancock  and  Mary 
his  wife,  was  born  Jan.  12th,  1736-7,  in  the  North  Precinct  of 
Braintrco.  His  father  was  then  tho  pastor  of  tho  First  Church, 
and  resided  in  a  houso  that  was  located  on  a  lot  where  the 
Adams  Academy  now  stands,  and  always  called  the  "  Hancock 
Lot."  His  father  died  while  ho  was  quite  young,  and  the  youth- 
ful Hancock  was  adopted  by  his  paternal  uncle,  of  Boston,  ono 
of  tho  most  opulent  merchants  of  tho  Colony.  Under  his  care 
he  received  his  education  preparatory  to  entering  college. 

Mr.  Hancock  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1754,  and  at 
Yale  in  1769.  While  in  college  he  held  a  respectable  rank  as  a 
scholar,  but  was  in  no  wise  distinguished ;  ho  gave  little  promise 
of  the  high  eminence  to  which  he  afterwards  achieved.  On 
leaving  college,  he  entered  the  counting-house  of  his  uncle,  and 
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in  1760,  made  a  tour  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  tho  distinguished  merchants  with  whom  his 
house  was  intimately  engaged  in  business  transactions.  Shortly 
after  his  return  from  England,  in  1764,  his  uncle  died,  and  the 
nephew  inherited  this  large  mercantile  business,  as  well  as  the 
princely  fortune  of  his  uncle,  then  considered  the  largest  estate 
in  the  Province.  This  large  fortune,  together  with  an  upright 
and  honest  character,  gave  him  great  influence  and  a  high  posi- 
tion in  society. 

In  1766,  ho  was  elected  to  the  Provincial  Legislature.1  This 
important  event  seems  to  havo  given  direction  to  his  future 
career,  as  ho  became  associated  with  such  patriots  and  strong 
opponents  to  the  oppressive  laws  of  the  Homo  Government  as 
Samuel  Adams,  Otis  and  others. 

March  5th,  1774,  he  was  called  upon  by  the  citizens  of  Boston 
to  deliver  the  fourth  consecutive  address  in  commemoration  of 
the  Boston  massacre,  which  was  an  able  and  eloquent  produc- 
tion.9 When  tho  timo  came  for  the  great  struggle  between  the 
Home  Government  and  the  Colonies,  Mr.  Hancock  was  found  to 

I.  Gordon  gives  tlio  following  humorous  account  of  the  way  in  which  Mr. 
Hancock  first  came  to  be  elected  to  the  House  of  Representative*:— "When  the 
choice  of  members  for  Boston,  to  represent  the  Town  in  the  next  General  Court 
was  approaching,  Mr.  John  Rowe,  a  merchant  who  had  been  active  on  the  side 
of  Liberty  in  matters  of  trado,  was  thought  of  by  some  influential  persons. 
Mr.  Samuel  Adams  artfully  nominated  a  different  one,  by  asking,  with  his  eyes 
looking  to  Mr.  Hancock's  house,  '  Is  there  not  another  John  that  may  do  bet- 
ter? '  The  hiot  took.  Mr.  John  Hancock's  uncle  was  dead,  and  had  loft  him 
a  very  considerable  fortune.  Mr.  Adams  judged  that  the  fortune  would  give 
credit  and  support  to  the  cause  of  Liberty ;  the  popularity  would  please  the  pos- 
sessor, and  that  he  might  be  easily  secured  by  prudent  management  and  might 
make  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  band  of  Patriots." 

'I.  "  The  Saints  profossing  loyalty  and  godliness  at  Boston,  send  us  by  every 
vessel  from  their  port,  accumulated  proofs  of  their  treasons  and  rebellions. 
That  mighty  wise  patriot,  Mr.  John  Hancock,  from  tho  Old  South  meeting- 
house, has  lately  repeated  a  hash  of  abusive  treasonable  stuff,  composed  for  him 
by  the  joint  efforts  of  tho  Rev.  Divine,  Samuel  Cooper,— that  Roso  of  Sharon, 
and  by  the  very  honest  Samuel  Adams,  Clerk,  Psalm-singer,  purloiner  and 
curer  of  bacon.  This  great  and  honorable  master  Hancock  is  very  well  known 
in  London  to  many;  indeed,  unfortunately  for  them,  too  well  known.  When 
he  was  in  London  about  twelve  years  ago,  he  was  the  laughing-stock  and  the 
contempt  of  nil  his  acquaintances.  'He  kept  sneaking  about  the  kitchen  of 
his  uncle's  correspondent;  drank  tea  every  day  with  tho  housemaid,  and  on 
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have  arrayed  himself  on  the  side  of  the  Americans.  His  high 
position  and  influence  was  such,  that  ho  was  chosen  a  delegate 
to  the  first  Provincial  Congress,  held  at  Concord,  Mass.,  and  was 
chosen  its  first  president. 

Mr.  Hancock  was  also  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
held  at  Philadelphia,  and  was  selected  for  its  second  president. 

After  the  committee  appointed  had  completed  the  draft  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  Mr.  Hancock,  with  a  clear,  bold 
and  steady  hand,  without  a  quiver,  was  the  first  to  sign  this  in- 
strument declaring  the  "  United  Colonies  should,  and  of  a  right 
ought  to  be,  Free  and  Independent  States." 

In  1772,  Mr.  Hancock  subscribed  towards  tho  erection  of  the 
second  Brattle-street  Church,  £1000. 

In  1775,  Mr.  Hancock  married  Mi«s  Dorothy  Quincy,  daughter 
of  the  fourth  Edmund  Quincy,  by  whom  ho  had  an  only  son, 
which  was  named  John  George  Washington  Hancock.  This  son, 
at  the  early  age  of  five  years,  was  inoculated  for  the  small-pox. 
So  great  was  this  event  considered  that  Mr.  Quincy  thought  it 
worthy  of  a  letter.1  This  only  son  met  with  a  sudden  and  sad1 
death  while  skating  on  the  ice,  Jan.  27th,  17H7,  at  tho  ago  of 

Sunday*!  escorted  her  to  "White  Couduit  House,  Sec'  The  temper  and  abilities 
of  the  rebellious  Saints  in  Boston  are  easily  discoverable  in  Hancock's  oration 
who,  at  his  delivery  of  it,  was  attended  by  most  of  nis  Majesty's  Council,  the 
majority  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  Selectmen,  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
and  the  rost  of  the  rebellious  herd  of  Calves,  Assos,  Knavos  and  Fools,  which 
compose  tho  Faction."— Druko's  Anti. initios  of  Itoston,  p.  720. 

I.  "  no«m»N,  Sept.  25th,  1783. 

Mr*.  Hancock,  1'oiiU  Shirley:— 

Dbab  Daughter  Hancock:  I  have  only  time  to  give  you  joy  as  to  your 

Son's  courage  expressed  at  ye  time  of  Inoculation  and  to  tell  you  that  we've 

great  reason  to  be  confident  (according  to  the  Common  course  of  Success,  which 

the  practitioners  here  and  abroad  have  met  with,  especially  in  such  young 

patients)  that  your  Son  will  do  well,  as  hear  all  without  exception  have  done, 

under  ye  distemper  heretofore  inoculated;  a  very  happy  remedy  which,  through 

tho  Homines*  of  Divine  Providence,  the  world  is  favored  with.     Still  more 

happy  thu  world. will  Ui  if  mankind  should  ptuvu  ohodioiilially  grntufiil,  iuslcud 

of  being  careless,  under  tho  blessings  conferred  upon  thoin.    I  hope  soon  to 

hear  the  Symptoms  upon  a  prospect  of  eruption  aro  favorable,  and  with  my 

most  devout  wishes  of  a  Favorable  Issue,  I  remain,  Dear  daughter. 

Your  Most  A  ffectiouate  Father, 

Edmund  Quincy." 

-Hist.  Gen.  Reg.,  Vol.  XV,  p.  til. 
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nine  years.  Mrs.  Hancock  was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four,  and  filled  her  illustrious  position  with  great  dignity,  and 
dispensed  with  queenly  grace  the  hospitalities  of  her  house. 

So  obnoxious  was  Mr.  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams  to  the 
parent  government,  that  Gage,  while  governor  of  the  Province, 
issued  a  proclamation  offering  a  general  pardon  to  all  who  would 
proselyte  themselves  to  the  royal  authority,  excepting  Hancock 
and  Adams.  Mr.  Hancock  held  the  distinguished  position  as 
president  of  the  Continental  Congress  until  October,  1777,  when 
he  was  obliged  to  resign  on  account  of  ill-health. 

Win  ii  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts  wan  adopted,  Mr. 
Hancock  was  elected  its  first  governor,  in  1780,  to  which  office 
he  was  annually  chosen  until  1785,  when  his  health  again  prov- 
ing poor,  he  was  obliged  to  resign.  Subsequently,  after  a  rest 
of  two  years  from  the  tedious  and  constant  labors  of  public 
duties,  he  was  again  called  to  the  gubernatorial  chair  in  1787, 
where  ho  continued  to  serve  until  the  8th  of  October,  1793, 
when  he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years.  Mrs.  Hancock  sub- 
sequently married  a  Mr.  Scott. 

Thus  lived  and  died  one  of  the  noblest  men  of  the  American 
devolution  of  177C,  who  sacrificed  his  health,  life  and  property 
to  secure  the  independence  of  the  United  States.  "  Full  justice 
was  done  to  his  memory,  at  his  death,  in  the  expressions  of  grief 
and  affection  which  were  offered  over  this  patriot's  remains  by 
multitudes  who  thronged  his  stone  mansion  houso  on  Beacon 
street,  while  his  body  lay  in  state,  and  who  followed  all  that  was 
mortal  to  the  grave." 

Gov.  Hancock  was  a  strong  defender  of  the  doctrine  of  State 
rights,  and  considered  the  State  sovereign  to  the  United  States; 
which  doctrine  was  exemplified  in  the  reception  that  was  given 
Gen.  Washington  on  his  visit  to  Boston  in  1789, 1  and  also,  "in 

1.  "  It  is  well  known  that  when  Washington,  'with  a  mind  oppressed  with 
more  painful  sensations  than  he  had  words  to  express,'  accepted  the  presidency, 
and  undertook  the  more  difficult  task  of  guiding  in  peace  the  nation  which  he 
had  saved  in  war,  he  thought  it  a  proper  expression  of  his  respect  to  the  nation 
to  take  the  tour  of  the  country. 

"  Wherever  he  came,  he  was  received  with  every  murk  of  honour  and  regard 
that  a  grateful  and  confiding  i»eople  could  bestow. 

"  Mr.  Hancock  was  willing  to  show  hira  attention  in  any  way  which  allowed 
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one  of  )iis  last  acts  as  governor  when  lie  supported  in  a  dignified 
manner  the  sovereignty  of  the  individual  States.  By  a  process 
commenced  against  Massachusetts  in  favor  of  William  Vassal, 
Esq.,  he  was  summoned  by  a  writ  to  answer  to  the  prosecution 
in  the  Court  of  the  United  States.  But  he  declined  the  smallest 
concession  which  might  lessen  the  independence  of  the  State, 
whoso  interests  were  intrusted  to  his  care,  and  he  supported  his 
opinion  with  firmness  and  dignity." 

Henry  Hope,  a  member  of  an  eminent  banking  house  of  Ara- 


tlie  governor  to  take  precedence  of  the  president.  The  Statu,  though  confeder- 
ate, was  sovereign,  and  who  greater  here  than  its  chief  magistrate?  So  it  was 
settled  in  his  toind  that  etiquette  required  Ids  excellency  to  be  waited  on  first 
in  his  own  house  by  the  president,  and  not  make  the  advance  to  his  illustrious 
visitor.    The  president,  as  appeared  in  the  result,  had  different  ideas. 

"  On  Gen.  Washington's  approach  to  Boston,  at  some  miles  distance,  he  was 
met  by  the  governor's  suite,  and  an  invitation  to  dinner,  but  no  governor.  Ho 
means  to  present  himself,  thought  Gen.  Washington,  at  the  suburbs.  Dut  on 
arriving  at  the  Neck,  he  still  missed  the  chief  magistrate.  He  passed  the  long 
procession  and  reached  tho  entrance  of  the  State  Hotiso-hut  uo  governor.  Ho 
stopped  and  demauded  of  the  secretary,  if  his  excelloucy  was  above,  because  if 
he  were,  ho  should  not  ascend  the  stairs.  Upon  being  assured  that  ho  was  not, 
ho  ascended,  saw  the  procession  puss,  and  then  went  to  his  lodgiugs. 

"A  message  camo  from  the  governor  that  dinner  was  wailing;  the  president 
answered  by  declining  the  invitation,  and  dined  at  home.  Loud  expressions  of 
resentment  were  heard  from  all  quarters  at  this  slight  offered  the  first  of  men, 
whom  the  town  had  received  on  their  part  with  every  possible  celebration. 
They  had  not  added  an  entertainment  to  their  plan,  because  this  was  claimed 
by  the  governor.  In  the  evening,  two  of  the  council  came  to  the  president  with 
explanations  and  apologies  in  behalf  of  tho  chief  magistrate;  'he  was  not 
woll,'  &c.  '  Gentlemen,'  said  (ion.  Washington,  '  I  am  a  frank  man,  and  will 
Le  frank  ou  this  occusiou.  I' or  myself,  you  will  beliovo  mo,  1  do  not  regard 
ceremony  ;  but  there  is  an  etiquette  due  to  my  office  which  I  am  not  at  liberty 
to  waive.  My  claim  to  the  altenllou  that  has  been  omitted  rests  upon  tho  ques- 
tion, whether  the  whole  is  greater  than  a  part  I  am  told,'  said  he,  '  that  the 
course  taken  has  been  designed,  and  that  the  subject  was  considered  hi  coun- 
cil.' This  was  denied.  One  gentleman  said,  however,  *  it  was  observed  Unit 
tho  president  of  tho  United  States  was  oue  persouugo  and  tlie  ambassador  of 
the  French  republic  another  personage.'  '  Why  that  remark,  sir,  if  the  subject 
was  not  before  the  council?  '  He  added,  '  This  circumstance  has  been  bo  disa- 
greeable and  mortifying  that  I  must  Bay,  notwithstanding  all  the  marks  of 
respect  and  affection  received  from  the  inhabitants  of  Boston,  had  I  anticipa- 
ted it,  I  would  have  avoided  the  place.'  The  uext  day  the  governor  called  on 
the  president,  and  the  latter  returned  the  attention,  aud  so  intercourse  was 
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sterdam,  Holland,  was  born  in  Boston,  in  173G.  His  mother, 
( whose  maiden  name  was  Willard),  was  a  native  of  Braintrec, 
now  Quincy,  and  with  her  husband,  was  lost  at  sea  while  on  a 
voyage  to  Europe.  Mr.  Hope,  a  poor  boy,  after  residing  in  Quin- 
cy  some  years,  went  to  London  and  entered  a  counting  house.  In 
1700,  he  became  a  partner  with  his  uncle  in  the  great  banking 
house  at  Amsterdam,  which  at  one  timo  wielded  the  destinies  of 
continental  Europe.  Mr.  Hope  descended  from  a  shrewd  Scotch 
family,  and  at  the  death  of  his  uncle  in  1781,  became  the  head  of 
this  large  house.  He  associated  with  him  in  business  the  Right 
Hon.  Henry  Laboucherc,  who  married  for  his  first  wife  a  daugh- 
ter of  Sir  Henry  Barings,  the  English  banker.  Mr.  Labouehere 
was  one  of  the  most  active  partners  of  the  house  of  Hope.  His 
connection  by  marriage  with  this  great  English  house  enabled 
him  at  times  when  there  was  a  great  call  for  money  by  Russia,  > 
Holland  or  Spain,  to  readily  supply  their  financial  demands,  and 
with  the  exception  of  the  Rothchilds,  they  became  the  largest 
banking  house  on  the  Continent  of  Europe.  Hope  certificates, 
as  their  stocks  were  called,  were  well  known  throughout  Europe. 
So  reliable  and  well-established  had  their  house  liccomo  that 
their  stocks  were  in  great  demand.1    This  Dutch  house  supplied 

L  "  The  Rood  fnitli  was  maintained  until  about  the  middle  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, when  the  manager*  secretly  lent  a  part  of  their  bullion  to  the  East  India 
Company  and  Clovcrnmont.  Tlie  usual  oaths  of  office  were  takon  by  a  relig- 
ion* magistrate,  or  rather  by  tho  magistrate  of  a  religious  commuuity,  that  nil 
was  safe.  Tho  good  people  of  Holland  believed  as  an  article  of  their  creed, 
that  every  llorin  which  circulated  as  bank  money  had  its  metallic  constituent  in 
the  treasury  of  the  bank,  sealed  up  securely  by  oaths,  honesty  and  good  policy. 
This  blind  confidence  was  dissipated  in  December,  171K),  by  a  declaration  of 
that  bank,  that  it  would  reclaim  10  |>er  cent,  of  all  deposits,  and  would  return 
none  of  a  less  amount  than  2,600  florins.  Even  this  was  submitted  to,  and  for- 
given. Hut  four  years  afterwards  on  the  invasion  of  France,  tho  Hank  of 
Holland  was  ohligctl  to  declare  that  it  had  advanced  to  tho  State  of  Holland 
and  WeK  Frieslnnd  ami  tho  East  India  Company,  more  than  10,500,000  florins, 
Which  sum  it  was  of  course  unablo  to  mnko  up  to  the  depositors,  to  whom,  how- 
ever, it  assigned  its  claims  on  the  State  and  Company.  Hank  money  which 
had  previously  borne  an  agio  of  5  per  cent,  immediately  fell  to  10  below  current 
money.  This  epoch  marked  the  fall  of  an  institution  which  hail  enjoyed  an 
unlimited  credit,  and  at  one  time  controlled  tho  money  interests  of  Europe,  as 
well  as  rendering  great  service  to  the  State.  Tlie  amount  of  treasury  in  the 
vaults  of  the  Dank  in  1775,  was  estimated  by  Mr.  Hope  at  35.000,000  florinB.,>- 
Encyclopaedla  liritaonica. 
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the  Russian  Government  with  #35,000,000,  as  well  as  othor  Con- 
tinental powers  with  an  equal  amount,  especially  Spain,  who, 
during  her  wars,  was  largely  indebted  to  this  banking  house. 
Mr.  Hope  erected  a  splendid  villa  at  a  cost  of  $200,000,  near 
Harlem,  the  Dutch  city  of  the  tulip  mania,  where  4000  florins 
was  offered  for  one  bulb,  so  great  was  the  mania  for  this  gaudy 
flower.  This  villa  of  Mr.  Hope's  was  sold  to  Louis  Bonaparte, 
the  father  of  Najwlean  III,  who  for  years  resided  in  it.  After 
a  long  career  of  financial  success,  and  having  been  banqueted  by 
the  principal  crowned  heads  of  Europe,  Mr.  Hope  died  Feb. 
25th,  1811,  aged  75. 


Samuel  Nightingale  was  born  in  Braintree,  and  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1734.    He  died  in  1780,  highly  respected, 
.having  been  Judge  of  one  of  the  Courts  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
also  Lieutenant-Governor  of  that  State. 


Joseph  Pearso  Palmer,  son  of  Gen.  Joseph  Palmer,  was  bom 
in  Braintree,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1771,  and 
died  171)7.  He  was  one  of  the  parly,  at  the  l>cgiiiniug  of  the 
Revolutionary  struggle,  who  was  engaged  in  throwing  the  tea 
overboard  in  Boston  harbor.1 


Edmund  Quincy  came  from  England  with  the  Rev.  John 
Cotton,  flying  from  civil  and  religious  persecution,  so  vigor- 
ously enforced  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  He  arrived  in  Bos- 
ton Sept.  4th,  lt>;;:;,  and  was  made  freeman  in  1033-4.  The 
town  of  Boston  selected  him  in  May,  1034,  as  one  of  her  list 
Representatives  to  the  first  Colonial  General  Court,  and  he  was 
appointed  one  of  a  committee  to  purchase  the  peninsula  of 
Shawmut  of  Mr.  Blaxton.  He  was  among  the  first  to  receive  a 
grant  of  land  at  Mount  Wollaston,  from  Boston.  Soon  after 
receiving  this  grant  he  died,  at  the  early  age  of  33  years.* 

1.  See  work*  of  Samuel  Adams,  by  William  V.  Wells,  Vol.  II.  pp.  Til  to 
124.  where  a  graphic  account  is  given  of  this  Revolutionary  incident. 

2.  Edmund  Quincy  of  Wigsthorpe,  Northamptonshire,  married  Ann  Palm- 
er, Oct.  14th,  15U3.  Their  son  Edmund  was  baptized  May  30th,  liiO'X  Ho 
married  July  14tb,  1023,  Judith  Tares,  aud  lived  on  his  estate  at  Achurch, 
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Edmund  Quincy,  son  of  Edmund  Quincy,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land in  1G27.  He  inherited  and  settled  on  his  father's  estate  at 
Mount  Wollaston.  The  Colonial  Government  appointed  him 
Magistrate  of  the  County,  and  he  also  received  a  commission  as 
Lieutenant  of  the  Suffolk  regiment;  ho  was  ono  of  the  military 
committee  for  the  town  of  Braintree.  He  died  in  1697-8,  aged 
about  70  years.  The  Court  appointed  him  one  of  the  committee 
to  establish  and  verify  the  charges  against  Sir  Edmund  Andros, 
in  April,  1C89,  and  one  of  the  Council  of  Safely  for  the  preser- 
vation of  the  peace.1 

"  Edmund  Quincy,  the  youngest  son  of  Edmund  Quincy,  was 
born  in  Brain  tree,  in  Oct.,  1G81,  graduated  at  Harvard  Univcr- 

near  "Wigsthorpe.  Ho  here  was  living  In  1(527.  when  the  following  carious 
entry  shown  he  hail  heroine  a  Puritan:— "  1(127,  Mar.  loth,  a  child  of  Edmund 
Qnlncy  baptized  elsewhere  and  not  in  our  Parish  Church."  The  faulty  state 
of  the  Public  Records  in  this  Country,  prevent  our  tracing  the  family  to  an 
earlier  date,  hut  we  note  that  the  arms  of  Edmund  Quincy  are  the  same  as  those 
of  I>e  Quincy,  second  Earl  of  Winchester.  Edmund  and  Judith  Quincy,  camo 
from  England  with  Rev.  John  Cotton,  and  arrived  iu  Roston,  Sept.  4th,  1633.— 
Hist.  Gen.  Register,  Vol.  XT,  p.  71. 

1.  Miss  Eliza  Susan  Quincy,  thehistorinn  of  the  family,  relates  the  following 
in  reference  to  the  removal  of  the  coat  of  arms  and  inscription  oo  Mr.  Edmund 
Quincy*  s  tombstone,  who  died  in  1(507-8,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  Hancock 
Cemetery : — 

"The  grave  of  Edmund  Quincy,  born  in  England  1(127,  wasmarkod  by  a  gran- 
ite stone,  in  which  the  inscription  or  arms  were  inserted,  cut  on  load,  but  iu 
the  Revolutionary  war  the  lead  was  taken  to  run  into  bullets.  The  inscription 
would  have  lioen  lost,  but  President  John  Adams  recollected  the  moiiumont 
before  it  was  robbed  of  the  lead,  and  identified  it,  as  that  of  Edmund  Quincy. 
A  stone  slab  with  his  name  and  age  has  recently  been  cut  and  placed  between 
the  granite  bead  and  foot  stone. 

"Tho  arms  of  Edmund  Quincy  cut  in  stone,  were  inserted  in  a  table  monu- 
ment over  the  tomb,  made  about  1700,  by  Judge  Edmund  Quincy.  These  wcro 
thought  to  have  boon  of  lead,  and  broken  at  the  name  timo  tho other  monuments 
were  robbed,  but  when  the  mistako  was  discovered  they  wore  left  in  a  fractured 
slato.  They  were  removed  and  placed  together,  and  tho  original  coat  of  anus 
copied,  and  is  still  in  possession  of  the  family." 

Tho  arms  for  150  years  after  the  emigration  of  Edmund  Quincy  in  1033,  were 
considered  a  sufficient  mark  of  the  owoership  without  name  or  cypher,  ami  woro 
engraved  on  a  silver  cup  bequeathed  to  the  First  Church  of  Braintree,  (now  tho 
Unitarian,)  by  Edmund  Quincy  who  died  In  1(507-8. 

When  Mr.  Lunt  wrote  his  Centennial  sermon,  the  giver  of  tho  plato  was  not 
known,  the  arms  being  forgotten,  and  au  inscription  was  added. 
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sity  ill  1099,  ami  entered  early  into  public  life  as  Representative 
of  his  native  town,  and  afterwards  as  member  of  the  Executive 
Council.  Ho  held  the  commission  of  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Colony  from  the  year  1718  to  his  death.  He 
was  appointed  by  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  their 
agent  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  to  settle  a  controversy 
between  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  that  of  New 
Hampshire,  relative  to  their  respective  boundary  lines.  In 
December,  1737,  he  embarked  for  England  on  that  mission.  He 
died  in  London,  of  small  pox,  Feb.  23d,  1738.  Besides  a  dona- 
tion of  one  thousand  acres  of  land  to  his  heirs,  in  the  town  of 
Lenox,  in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  the  Colony  caused  a  monu- 
ment to  bo  erected  over  his  grave  in  Bunhill  Fields,1  London,  at 
their  oxponso." 

John  Quincy  was  born  in  the  North  Precinct  of  Braintree,  in 
1089.  After  receiving  his  preparatory  education,  he  entered 
Harvard  College,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1708  ;  nine  years 
after,  he  was  called  into  public  service,  where  he  was  actively 
engaged  for  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  Ho  was  first  chosen  to 
represent  tho  town  in  the  General  Court  in  1717,  which  honora- 
ble position  ho  filled  for  twenty-eight  years,  and  out  of  tho 
number  of  years  that  he  held  tho  office,  twenty-two  of  them 
were  consecutive.    From  1729  to  1741,  about  twelve  years,  ho 

1.  Tho  following  inscription  is  a  translation  of  the  I>atin  one  on  tho  original 
tombstone 

"Hero  aro  dopositcd  tho  remains  of  Edmund  Quincy,  Est].,  native  of  Uto 
Massachusetts  Bay,  in  New  England;  a  gentlemau  of  distinguished  piety, 
prudence  and  learning.  Who  early  merited  praise  for  discharging,  with  tho 
greatest  ability  and  approvod  integrity,  the  various  employments,  both  in  civil 
and  military  affairs,  that  his  country  entrusted  bim  with,  these  especially,  as 
one  of  his  Majesty's  Council— a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  .Judicature, 
and  Colonel  of  a  regiment  of  foot 

"The  public  affairs  of  his  country  so  requiring,  he  embarked  their  agent  to 
the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  secure  their  rights  and  privileges. 

"  Being  seized  with  tho  small  pox,  ho  died  a  premature  death,  and  with  him 
the  advuutages  expected  from  his  agency,  with  the  greatest  prospect  of  success; 
he  departed  the  delight  of  his  own  people,  but  of  none  more  than  the  Senate, 
who,  as  a  testimony  of  their  love  and  gratitude,  have  ordered  this  epitaph  to  he 
inscribed  on  bis  monument,  no  died  at  Looikm,  Feb.  23d,  17.J7,  in  the  57 th 
year  of  his  age." 
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was  Speaker  of  the  House.  This  record  was  taken  from  the 
"House  Journal,"  and  does  not  agree  with  other  printed  state- 
ments that  he  represented  the  town  for  forty  consocutive  years. 
Mr.  Quincy  died  in  1707,  aged  78. 

"Edmund  Quincy,  son  of  Edmund  Quincy  who  died  in  Lon- 
don, was  born  in  Braintrcc  in  1703,  and  graduated  at  Harvard 
University  in  1722.  He  was  many  years  a  merchant  in  Boston, 
afterward  resided  on  his  paternal  estate  in  Braintrce,  was  author 
of  a  treatise  on  4  Hemp  Husbandry,'  published  in  -1765,  and 
died  an  Acting  Magistrate  of  the  County  of  Suffolk,  in  July, 
1788,  aged  85." 

Dr.  Jacob  Quincy,  son  of  Edmund  Quincy,  was  born  in  Bos- 
ton in  1734,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1753,  and  is 
said  to  have  practiced  mcdicino  in  the  North  Precinct  of  Brain- 
trcc until  he  went  upon  tho  staff  of  Col.  Joseph  Dwight's  regi- 
ment as  surgeon's  mate,  on  an  expedition  to  Crown  Point,  in 
175G.    Ho  died  at  St.  Eustatia,  June  15th,  1773. 


"Josia.li  Quincy,  youngest  son  of  Edmund  Quincy  who  died 
in  London,  was  born  in  Braintree  in  1709,  was  graduated  at 
Harvard  University  in  1728,  and  entered  into  business  as  a 
merchant  in  Boston.  In  1737  ho  accompanied  his  father  to 
England,  passed  several  years  in  Europe  at  different  periods  of 
his  life,  and  finally  returned  to  America  in  1749.  Ho  was 
appointed,  in  1755,  by  Gov.  Shirley,  joint  commissioner  with 
Thomas  Pownall,  afterwards  Gov.  PownaH,  to  -negotiate  with 
the  Colonies  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  for  assistance  in 
erecting  a  frontier  barrier  against  tho  French  at  Ticondcroga. 
lie  retired  from  business  in  175(1,  and  resided  in  llrniutrcc  on  a 
portion  of  his  paternal  estate,  until  his  death  in  1784." 

44  Edmund  Quincy,  eldest  son  of  Josiah  Quincy,  was  bom  in 
Braintree,  in  Oct.,  1733,  graduated  at  Harvard  University  in 
1752,  entered  into  business  as  a  merchant  in  Boston,  and  visited 
England  in  1700  and  17C3.  Ho  was  a  zealous  Whig  and  a 
political  writer  of  that  period,  and  had  his  lifo  been  spared,  he 
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would  probably  have  taken  nn  active,  part  in  tho  American 
Revolution.  His  health  declining  under  a  pulmonary  complaint 
he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies,  and  died  at  sea,  in  March,  17G8, 
aged  35." 

"Samuel  Quincy,  second  son  of  Josiah  Quincy,  was  graduated 
at  Harvard  University  in  1754,  engaged  in  the  study  of  the  law, 
and  became  eminent  in  that  profession.  He  was  appointed  Solic- 
itor-General of  the  Province,  under  the  Crown,  and  held  that 
office  until  the  Revolution.  Influenced  by  his  official  duties  and 
connections,  his  political  course  was  opposed  to  that  of  the  other 
members  of  his  family.  He  was  appointed  Attorney  for  the 
Crown  in  the  Island  of  Antigua,  which  office  he  held  till  his 
death  in  1789.1" 

"Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  the  youngest  son  of  Josiah  Quincy,  was 
born  in  Boston,  Feb.  23d,  1744,  and  received  his  instructions 
preparatory  to  entering  the  University,  in  the  school  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Marsh  in  this  town.  Ho  was  graduated  at  Harvard  Uni- 
versity in  1703.  Ho  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  with  Oxen- 
bridge  Thatcher,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  nnd  was  afterwards  eminent 
in  the  practice  of  it.  He  took  a  bold  stand  as  a  writer  and  an 
actor  in  tho  cause  of  freedom.  In  the  case  of  Preston,  in  the 
Boston  massacre,  he  shared  an  immortal  fame  with  his  co-patriot 
John  Adams.  The  labors  of  his  profession  wore  upon  his  frame, 
and  in  February,  1773,  ho  was  obliged  to  leavo  home,  and  took  a 
voyage  to  South  Carolina.  Ho  returned,  and  in  May,  1774,  pul»- 
lUhcd  4  His  ohservationa  on  tho  Boston  Port  Bill.'  On  tho  20th 
of  Sept.  1774,  he  embarked  privately  at  Salem  for  England,  in 
the  cause  of  his  country." 

There  ho  remained  until  March,  1775,  and  was  returning  home  • 
with  his  heart  ami  soul  devoted  to  his  country.  That  country 
he  was  never  more  permitted  to  reach  ;  his  health  had  been 
failing,  and  on  the  20th  of  April,  1775,  without  hearing  of  the 
Battle  of  Lexington,  ho  died.  The  inhabitants  of  Glouces- 
ter paid  funeral  honors  to  his  remains.  He  was  afterwards 
removed  to  this  place,  according  to  his  wish,  where  a  monument 

J.   See  Sabine*  I^yalintn  of  tlio  Aiuericau  ltovolutiou,  Vol.  II,  p.  JGU 
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was  erected  to  his  memory  and  to  that  of  his  wife,  by  his  only 
surviving  child,  Josiah  Quincy. 

"  lie  had  lived  for  his  country,  and  his  last  prayer  was  for  its 
welfare.  His  name  will  be  enrolled  among  those  great  spirits, 
who  led  the  way  in  procuring  the  freedom  of  the  civilized 
world.1 " 


Josiah  Quincy,  son  of  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Boston, 
Feb.  4th,  1772,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  University,  in  1790. 
lie  was  for  eight  years  a  member  of  Congress  from  Suffolk; 
also,  a  member  of  the  State  legislature,  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  Judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  in  Boston, 
Mayor'  of  that  city,  and  President  of  Harvard  University.  Mr. 
Quincy  died  July  1st,  18G4,  and  was  buried  at  Mount  Auburn. 
He  was  an  honorable  descendant  of  this  old  and  distinguished 
family  of  the  town  of  Quincy. 


Col.  Sylvanus  Thayer,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Dorcas  Thayer, 
was  born  in  Brain! roe,  June  9th,  1785.  His  boyhood  was  spent 
with  his  maternal  uncle,  Mr.  A  sarin  h  Faxon,  who  at  that  timo 

L  See  memoirs  of  tho  life  of  Josiah  Quincy,  Jr.,  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  by 
Ills  son  Josiah  Quincy.  First  published  In  1825,  and  republished  with  an  addi- 
tional appendix,  in  1874,  by  Eliza  8usan  Quincy,  of  which  Uiroo  editions  havo 
Ikjoii  printed. 

2.  Mr.  Quincy  was  chosen  the  secoud  Mayor  of  Boston,  which  position  ho 
hold  from  1835  to  18J8  inclusive.  While  administering  the  municipal  govern- 
ment of  Boston,  many  important  improvements  were  suggested  and  nctod  upon. 
Tlio  reorganization  of  the  Fire  Department,  and  the  establishment  of  the  House 
of  Reform  for  Juvenile  Offenders.  Another  subject  that  required  tho  activo 
attention  of  Mr.  Quincy  was  the  establishment  of  an  experimental  Girl's  High 
School,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Bailey.  Tho  city  not  being 
prepared  for  this  innovation  u|m>u  her  ostablishod  system  of  education,  in  a  fow 
years  abandoned  this  project.  The  great  and  crowning  glory  of  Mr.  Quiucy's 
municipal  administration  was  the  establishment  of  the  Quincy  Market,  who  wo 
think  is  wrongfully  robbed  of  the  honor  that  ho  was  rightfully  entitled  to,  by 
officially  recognising  it  as  Faneuil  Hall  Market,  instead  of  Quincy  Market. 
This  project  was  not,  however,  carried  through  without  great  opposition,  but 
I'm. ill y ,  by  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  Mr.  Quincy,  this  noble  object  was  ac- 
complished, and  this  market  house  has  been  and  is  now  the  admiration  of  all 
strnugors  who  visit  tho  Trimouutaiu  City.  Mr.  Quincy  makes  tho  following 
slatcmuut  a*  to  tho  cost  of  this  great  and  successful  undertaking :— "A  granite 
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was  a  resident  of  Washington,  N.  II.    lie  began  teaching  school 
at  the  early  nge  of  seventeen.    After  preparing  himself  for  n. 
university  education,  he  entered  Dartmouth  College,  where,  by 
closo  application  and  diligence,  ho  became  noted  as  a  scholar, 
especially  excelling  in  mathematics.    On  graduating,  in  1807, 
from  college,  the  honor  of  delivering  the  valedictory  was  con- 
ferred on  Mr.  Thayer.     Even  liefore  graduating,  ho  had  an 
appointment  as  cadet  to  the  West  Point  Military  School.  At 
this  early  period,  so  well  versed  was  he  in  military  matters,  that 
in  the  autumn  of  1807,  he  was  appointed  second  lieutenant  of 
infantry,  and  the  22d  of  February,  he  was  commissioned  second 
lieutenant  of  engineers.    So  rapid  was  his  advancement  in  mili- 
tary science,  that  he  received  July  1st,  1812,  promotion  as  first 
lieutenant,  and  Oct.  13th,  1813,  was  commissioned  Chief  Kug'i- 
neer  of  the  Northern  Army,  which  was  under  the  command  of 
Major-Gen.  Dearborn  in  the  campaign  of  1812.    The  right  divi- 
sion of  the  same  army  was  under  the  command  of  Major-Gen. 
Hampton,  to  whom  Mr.  Thayer  was  aid-dc-camp  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1813.    Ho  held  the  same  position  under  Hrigadicr-Geii. 
Moses  Porter,  in  1814,  who  was  stationed  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  in  its 
defence.    "For  distinguished  and  meritorious  services  at  Nor- 
folk," ho  received  promotion  to  the  rank  of  major  by  brevet, 
Feb.  20th,  1815. 

The  United  States  Government  having  great  confidence  in 
Maj.  Thayer's  military  judgement,  selected  him  with  Col.  Win. 
Mcllec,  of  North  Carolina,  in  1815,  to  take  a  tour  to  Europe  on 
a  military  inspection.    On  arriving  in  the  English  Channel,  they 

market  house,  two  stories  high,  five  hundred  and  thirty-five  feet  long,  fifty  feet 
wide,  covering  twenty-seven  thousand  foot  of  land,  including  every  essential 
accommodation,  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
Six  new  streets  were  opened,  and  a  seventh  greatly  enlarged,  including  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven  thousand  square  feet  of  land;  and  fiats,  docks  and  wharf 
rights  obtained  of  the  extent  of  one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  square 
feet.  All  this  was  accomplished  in  the  centre  of  a  |K>pulou»  city,  not  only 
without  any  tax,  debt  or  burden  u|kiii  its  pecuniary  resource*,  — notwiUistand- 
ing,  in  the  course  of  the  operation,  funds  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  eleven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  had  been  employed,— but  with  large  permanent  addi- 
tion* to  its  real  and  productive  property." 

For  further  account  of  the  Hon.  .losiah  Quincy,  see  his  interesting  and  well 
writlon  life  by  his  sou,  Edmund  Quincy,  publisltod  in  1809. 
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were  informed  that  the  great  Battle  of  Waterloo  hnd  been 
fought.  They  hastened  to  France,  where  they  found  the  City 
of  Paris  occupied  by  the  allied  forces.  There  they  were  able  to 
improve  their  military  education  by  witnessing  the  daily  evolu- 
tion of  the  army  who  had  conquered  the  great  military  hero  of 
that  time.  After  examining  the  fortifications  of  France,  and 
attending  to  military  duties,  they  in  1810,  received  orders  to 
return  home.  June  28th,  1817,  Maj.  Thayer  was  appointed 
Superintendent  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point. 

"lie  now  entered  on  that  distinguished  career  of  administra- 
tion which  has  made  that  institution  so  celebrated  as  a  school  of 
military  science.  Maj.  Thayer  found  the  academy  weak,  imper- 
fectly organized,  low  in  its  requisitions  and  inferior  in  its  advan- 
tages of  acquirement.  Ho  raised  it  by  his  zeal,  energy  and 
unwearied  diligence  to  a  degree  of  excellence  which  will  bear  a 
favorable  comparison  "  with  any  other  school  of  its  nature.  In 
184!),  Col.  Thayer  being  out  of  health,  under  commission  of  tho 
United  States  Government,  embarked  on  another  voyage  to 
Europe.  On  this  tour  he  travelled  more  extensively  through 
Europe,  visiting  Belgium,  Holland,  France,  Denmark,  Sweden, 
Prussia,  Austria,  Hungary,  Greece  and  Egypt.  After  being 
absent  al>out  three  years,  ho  returned  home. 

(ten.  Thayer  was  honored  with  the  title  of  LL.  D.  by  St.  John 
College,  Md.,  in  1830;  Kenyon  College,  Ohio,  in  1846;  by  Dart- 
mouth in  1840;  by  Harvard  in  1851.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  and  of  the  Amer- 
ican Philosophical  Society,  Philadelphia,  in  1838.  The  fortifica- 
tions of  Boston  harbor  are  a  test  of  his  engineering  skill. 

(Jen.  Thayer  was  a  great  public  benefactor  to  tho  town  of 
Braintrec,  having  bequeathed  to  it  a  largo  sum  of  money  for 
building  and  establishing  a  public  library,  and  also  an  academy, 
which  we  have  before  stated  in  connection  with  the  endowed 
institutions  of  tho  town. 

The  declining  bachelor  life  of  Gen.  Thayer  was  quietly  spent 
in  his  native  town,  where  he  died  Sept.  7th,  1872,  aged  a1>out  87 
yearn,  and  wan  buried  in  the  old  North  Cemetery  of  Braintrec. 
In  the  fall  of  1X77,  at  the  request  of  tho  West  Point  Cadets, 
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liis  remains  were  disinterred  and  removed  to  West  Point,  where 
they  were  buried  with  military  honors  near  Gen.  Scott,  his  life- 
long friend.  At  West  Point  a  fine  life-size  portrait  of  Gen. 
Thayer  adorns  the  walls  of  this  noted  military  institution. 

The  Rev.  Peter  Whitney  was  bom  Jan.  10th,  1770,  in  North- 
borough,  Worcester  County,  Maw*.  He  entered  Cambridge  Col- 
lege in  1787.  While  pii inning  his  studies  in  the  University  he 
taught  school  in  the  winters,  in  Charlestown ;  he  graduated  in 
1791.  Soon  after  graduating  he  went  to  llingham,  Mass.,  where 
lie  was  appointed  Assistant  Preceptor  in  the  Derby  Academy, 
July  25th,  1791.  April  21st,  1813,  he  was  selected  one  of  its 
trustees,  and  was  president  of  the  board  for  twenty-four  years, 
resigning  his  position  in  1837.  lie  had  been  approbated  and 
commenced  preaching  as  early  as  1793,  which  was  two  years 
after  he  graduated,  and  seven  years  before  his  settlement  in 
Quincy.    During  the  summer  of  1796  he  preached  in  Hull. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Wibird,  the  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in 
Quincy,  being  feeble  and  out  of  health,  Mr.  Whitney  was  called 
to  settlo  as  colleague  with  him.  This  invitation  was  accepted, 
and  he  was  ordained  Feb.  5th,  1800.  Mr.  Wibird  died  June  4th, 
the  same  year. 

The  second  Sunday  after  his  ordination  he  appeared  before 
his  society  for  the  first  time  as  their  minister.  In  1834,  Mr. 
Whitney  being  somewhat  out  of  health,  Dr.  Lunt  was  called,  as 
colleague  pastor,  and  was  settled  as  such  in  June,  1835;  still  Mr. 
Whitney  continued  to  have  sole  charge  of  the  Parish.  The  last 
sermon  preached  by  him  was  in  the  forenoon  of  the  19th  of 
September,  1841. 

Mr.  Whitney's  death  occurred  very  suddenly  Friday,  March 
3d,  1843,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  he  fell  from  his  chair 
and  immediately  expired,  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age. 

Rev.  Peter  Whitney  represented  the  town  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature for  the  year  1825. 

The  following  are  the  public  discourses  of  Mr.  Whitney's  that 
have  been  published  : — 

A  discourse  delivered  at  Quincy,  Sept.  19th,  1804,  at  the  con- 
secration of  the  Rural  Lodge. 
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A  sermon  delivered  Aug.  7th,  180ft,  nt  the  ordination  of  the 
Rev.  Perez  Lincoln,  called  to  the  care  of  the  First  Church  of 
Christ  in  Gloucester. 

A  discourse  delivered  at  Quincy,  Oct.  10th,  1811,  at  the  inter- 
ment of  the  Hon.  Richard  Cranch,  who  died  Oct.  16th,  and  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Cranch,  his  wife,  who  died  Oct.  17th,  1811. 

A  discourse  delivered  in  the  morning  at  Quincy  and  in  the 
afternoon  to  the  third  religious  society  in  Hingham,  on  the  day 
of  the  State  Fast,  July  23d,  1812. 

A  sermon  delivered  on  the  Lord's  day  succeeding  the  inter- 
ment of  Madam  Abigail  Adams,  consort  of  the  Hon.  John 
Adams,  late  president  of  the  United  States,  Nov.  1st,  1818. 

A  discourse  delivered  in  Quincy  at  tho  interment  of  John 
Adams,  late  president  of  the  United  States,  July  7th,  1820. 

A  sermon  delivered  at  Quincy  Jan.  1st,  1837. 

Mrs.  Mary  White  was  the  third  child  of  Col.  Thomas  Hollis, 
of  Hraintrec,  by  his  wife  Lydia  Holhrook.  She  was  born  on 
West  street,  in  that  town,  July  2ft th,  1776,  and  married  Nathan- 
iel White,  of  Weymouth,  May  7th,  170ft,  by  whom  she  had  six 
children.  She  died  in  H rain tree,  Aug.  12th,  1878,  aged  one  hun- 
dred and  two  years,  five  months  and  sixteen  days;  her  husband 
died  Feb.  16th,  1837,  aged  sixty-five  years. 

She  lived  in  Weymouth  the  first  years  of  her  married  life, 
where  all  her  children  were  born  except  the  youngest,  Ruth, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Hon.  George  M.  Rice,  of  Worcester. 

Mrs.  White  was  a  lineal  descendant  on  her  paternal  side  from 
John  Hollis,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  town  of  Wey- 
mouth ;  on  her  maternal  side  from  Thomas  Holhrook,  who  came 
to  this  country  from  Broadway,  Somerset  County,  England,  in 
1 03ft,  and  settled  in  Weymouth.  Her  ancestors  bore  their  fair 
share  of  the  burdens  of  citizenship  in  their  several  generations. 
Some  of  them  were  soldiers  in  King  Phillip's  War,  others  in  the 
French  and  Indian  Wars,  while  her  father  and  several  of  her 
uncles  were  soldiers  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

She  remembered  vividly  to  the  last  days  of  her  life  seeing  the 
soldiers  on  their  return  from  the  Revolutionary  War  at  its  close. 
When  she  was  born  the  last  representative  of  royal  authority  in 
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this  State,  (Jen.  Howe,  was  shut  in  Boston  by  (Jen.  Washington 
and  his  patriot  army.  A  few  weeks  after  her  birth,  her  father 
and  many  others  from  the  hills  in  Brain  tree  saw,  with  glad 
hearts,  a  long  line  of  ships  going  down  the  harbor  bearing  away 
the  dreaded  red  coats,  nevermore  to  return. 

In  fact,  her  lifa  spanned  the  nation's  life— extending  from  the 
election  of  President  Washington  to  that  of  President  Tlayes — 
and  although  her  lot  in  life  was  humble,  she  always  took  a  lively 
interest  in  politic  al  affairs  and  had  decided  opinions  on  all  politi- 
cal questions. 

Mrs.  White  was  always  interested  in  tho  affairs  of  the  church. 
She  joined  the  Congregational  (Orthodox)  Church  in  Brainireo 
in  1814,  then  under  tho  pastorate  of  Dr.  Storrs,  and  remained 
through  life  a  faithful  member. 

Her  last  days  were  cheerful  and  hopeful,  suffering  but  little 
from  the  infirmities  which  often  accompany  old  age. 

The  descendai.ts  of  Mrs.  White  number  six  children,  twenty, 
six  grand-children,  thirty-seven  great-grand-children,  and  seven- 
teen great-great-^rand-ehildron. 

Dr.  Ebenezor  Woodward  was  the  son  of  Ebenczor  Woodward 
of  Canterbury,  Conn.,  and  Delia  Adams  of  Lincoln,  Mass.  He 
was  bora  in  Cambridgepoi  t,  March  12th,  1791,  while  his  parents 
were  on  a  visit  to  that  village.  At  the  ago  of  six  years,  ho 
removed  to  Hanover,  N.  II.  j  here  he  prepared  for  and  entered 
Dartmouth  College,  where  he  graduated  in  1817.  Dr.  Wood- 
ward took  up  his  residence  in  Concord,  Mass.,  where  ho  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  under  the  instruction  of  Dr.  Isaac 
Iliird,  Subsequently  he  proceeded  to  Boston,  where  he  contin- 
ued his  professional  studies  under  his  uncle,  Dr.  Samuel  Adams. 
At  this  period  he  entered  Harvard  Medical  School,  from  whence 
he  graduated  in  1823.  After  graduating,  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  medicine  in  Quincy,  April  1st,  1823.  Not  finding 
business  as  successful  as  he  anticipated,  he  in  1820,  sold  out  his 
practice  to  Dr.  W.  B.  Duggan,  but  in  about  a  year  he  purchased 
his  business  back  again,  and  from  that  time  to  his  death,  he  con- 
tinued the  leading  physician  of  the  town.  At  the  time  of  his 
death,  he  gave  a  largo  part  of  tho  (jieenlcaf  property  that  he 
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had  received  by  inheritance,  to  the  town  for  the  establishment 
of  n  Female  Institute,  aa  has  been  before  related.  Dr.  Wood- 
ward died,  without  issue,  May  21st,  18C9,  aged  71.  lie  married 
Mary  Ann  Wroc,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Green- 
leaf,  Nov.  13th,  1837,  who  died  Jan.  23d,  1870,  aged  73  years 
and  9  months. 


There  arc  a  number  of  memorial  sketches  interspersed  through 
this  volume,  not  in  regular  order.  The  reason  why  they  arc  not 
connected  rs,  that  the  publishers  thought  there  would  not  bo 
room  for  a  chapter  of  biographical  sketches,  but  subsequently 
decided  to  publish  one.    Hence  the  irregularity. 
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We  cannot  go  bnck  further  than  1837  for  the  industrial  statis- 
tics of  the  town,  ns  this  was  the  first  year  that  they  were  ordered 
to  be  taken  by  the  authority  of  the  State.  These  statistics  are 
as  correct  as  the  truthfulness  of  those  who  reported  them  to  the 
census  taker  will  allow;  still  with  all  care  in  collecting  them  they 
seem  far  from  being  exact  in  their  correctness,  but  are  as  reliable 
as  statistics  of  this  nature  generally  arc.  We  have  given  them 
as  we  have  found  them  in  the  official  documents,  and  the  reader 
must  be  the  judge  of  their  reliability.  These  business  state- 
ments arc  worthy  of  consideration  in  showing  the  numerous 
changes  that  have,  for  the  last  forty  years,  taken  place  in  the 
various  industries  of  the  town. 

INDUSTRIAL  STATISTICS  OF  QUINCE  FOR  1837. 

Roots  manufactured,  27,437  pairs;  shoes,  18,(102  pairs;  value  of  boots  and 
shoe*  manufactured,  $111,881;  males  employed,  103;  females,  68. 

Tanneries,  4;  hides  tanned,  8,300;  value  of  leather  tanned  and  curried, 
♦17,074;  hands  employed,  10;  capital  invested,  $10,800. 

Hat  manufacturers,  1 ;  hats  manufactured,  1,000;  value  of  hnts,  $2,260;  hands 
employed— males,  2;  females,  1.* 

Salt  manufacturers,  2;  salt  manufactured,  3,135  bushels;  value  of  the  same, 
$1,500;  hands  employed,  2;  capital  invested,  $l,000.t 

Vessels  built  in  the  five  preceding  years,  13;  tonnage  of  the  same,  2,604; 
value,  $122,660;  hands  employed,  60. 

Vessels  employed  in  the  cod  and  mackerel  Ashing,  10;  tonnage  of  the  same, 
734;  codfish  caught,  0,200  quintals;  value  of  the  same,  $18,800;  mackerel 
caught,  1,760  barrels:  valuo  of  the  same,  $12,242;  capital  invested,  $20,000; 
salt  used  in  cud  and  mackerel  Ashing,  11,260  bushels;  hands  employed,  100. 

Syenite  quarried,  04,500  tons;  value  of  the  same,  $248,737;  bauds  employed, 
533. 


*  The  Hat  Manufactory  of  Mr.  John  Hall  was  located  on  Adams  street,  where  Iho 

old  •'  Cherry  Tarem"  formerly  stood. 

t  In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century  Mr.  Joslah  Qulncy  carried  on  salt  works 
in  North  Qulncy,  near  the  slate  quarries.  In  1924,  Mr.  Lucius  Manlius  Sargent 
established  nail  work*  on  his  estate  at  Qulncy  Point,  which  estate  In  now  In  possession  of 
the  heirs  of  U»c  late  II.  Fanium  Smith,  Esq. 
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Slate  quarried,  1,200  tona;  vnluo  of  tlio  sumo.  $2,1500;  hands  employed,  5. 
Value  of  coach  lace  manufactured,  $12,000;  hands  employed— mules,  7;  fe- 
m  ales,  10. 

I  lees  wax  bleached,  47,000  pounds,  value  of  tlie  same,  $17,000;  hands  em- 
ployed, 4.* 

Value  of  Coach,  Chaise,  Harness  and  Wheelwright  bust  hum,  $32,050;  hands 
employed,  30. 


Saddle,  harness  and  trunk  manufacturers,  3;  value  of  articles,  $8,500;  capi- 
tal, $3,500;  hands  employed,  12. 

Establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  coaches,  chaises  and  other  vehicles,  3; 
value  of  vehicles  manufactured,  $4,700;  capital,  $2,200;  hands  employed,  12. 

Salt  manufacturers,  I;  salt  manufactured,  1850  busliels;  value  of  the  sumo, 
$420;  capital  invested,  $1,000;  hands  employed,  1. 

Chair  and  cabinet  manufacturers,  1;  value  of  articles  manufactured,  $2,200; 
capital,  $1,000;  hands  employed,  2. 

Tin  ware  manufacturers,  I;  valuo  of  ware,  $1,500;  cnpitul,  $1,000;  bauds 
employed,  1. 

Tanneries,  7;  hides  tanned,  18,KiO;  value  of  leather  tanned  and  curried, 
1*7,12$;  capital,  $12,000;  hands  employed,  2(1. 

Hoot*  manufactured,  41,870  pairs;  shoes,  15,005  pairs;  value  of  boots  and 
shoes  manufactured,  $133,273;  males  employed,  203;  females,  !*♦. 

Value  of  building  stone  quarried  and  prepared  for  building,  $324,500;  hands 
employed,  520.  * 

Value  of  slate  quarried  and  prepared,  $2,000;  hands  employed,  (i. 

Value  of  blacking  manufactured,  $1,000;  hands  employed,  2. 

Firewood  prepared,  !»7!>  cords;  value,  $5,100;  bauds  employed,  15. 

Vessels  launched,  2;  tonnage,  00;  value,  $2,100;  bands  employe),  3. 

Vessels  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  1 ;  tonnage,  04. 

Vessels  employed  in  the  mackerel  and  cod  lishory,  4;  tounago,  US;  mackerel 
taken,  1,000  barrels;  value,  $5,500;  codllsh  caught,  500  quintals;  value,  $2,125; 
sid t  consumed,  400  bushels;  hands  employeil,  22;  capital,  $3,050. 

Sheep.  310;  valuo,  $005.  Horses,  3(17;  value,  $27,155.  Neat  cattle,  721; 
value,  $17,318.    Swine,  OliO;  value,  $7,,.*20. 

Indian  corn  or  maize  rained,  3,:I00  hushels;  value,  $2,010  Rye,  40'.l  bushels; 
value,  $375.  Barley,  300  bushels;  value,  $281.  Potatoes,  »,073  hushels;  value, 
$2,418.  Oilier  esculent  vegetables,  2,304  bushels;  value,  $450.  Hay,  1,505 
tons;  value,  $21,330.    Fruit,  4,57!<  bushels;  value,  $2,21)0. 

I  tecs  wax  bleached,  30,000  pounds;  value,  $15,000;  hands  employed,  2. 

INDUSTRIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1855. 
Harness  manufacturers,  2;  business  principally  repairing. 
Vessels  built  during  the  year,  1;  tounago,  1,500;  capital  invested,  $30,000; 
hands  employed,  60. 

•  This  business  wm  eatuulishud  by  Mr.  William  Q.  Appleton,  about  183C,  on  the 
estate  now  owned  by  Mr.  3.  It.  Grnhiun  on  Washington  street.  From  burs  Mr.  Applu- 
lon  moved  bis  blescbery  to  bis  estate  ou  Adams  street,  now  owned  by  Mr.  Edward  11. 
Hewsou,  where  be  continued  the  business  until  his  removal  from  town  In  IMC. 
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Establishment*  for  building  boats,  1;  boats  built,  20;  capital  invested,  $250; 
hands  employed,  2. 

Establishment*  for  the  manufacture  of  wagons,  sleighs  and  other  vehicles,  2; 
value  of  wagons,  &c,  $7,500;  capital  invested,  $2,000;  hands  employed,  7. 

Chair  and  cabinet  manufacturers,  2;  value  of  articles  manufactured,  $",000; 
capital,  $2,000;  hands  employed,  0. 

Tin  ware,  sheet  Iron  and  stove  manufacturers,  2;  value  of  goods,  $14,600; 
capital,  $3,500;  hands  employed,  4 

Tanneries,  2;  value  of  leather  tanned,  $10,000;  capital,  $4,000;  hands  em- 
ployed, 4. 

Currying  establishments,  5;  value  of  leather  curried,  $45,000;  capital,  $12,000; 
hands  employed,  18. 

Manufacturers  of  patent  and  enamelled  leather,  1;  value  of  leather  manufac- 
tured, $10,000;  capital,  $2,000;  hands  employed,  C. 

Boots  of  all  kinds  manufactured,  70.U25  pairs;  shoes,  0,000  pairs;  value  of 
boots  and  shoes,  $309,500;  males  employed,  425;  females,  146.* 

*  Previous  to  the  present  century,  or  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  Mr.  John  Pray  began  manufacturing  shoes.  In  a  building  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Hancock  street,  near  It*  junction  with  Adams  street;  this  estate  Is  now  owned  by  Mr. 
.  Edwin  B.  Pratt.  Subsequently  Mr.  Frederick  llardwick,  EH  Veazey  and  others,  began 
tlie  business  in  a  small  way.  These  persons  doslring  to  establish  a  market  for  their 
goods,  but  not  having  money  to  oin|iloy  an  agont,  docldod  to  club  together  and  raise  a 
fund  for  the  purpose,  and  seud  some  person  on  a  southern  tour.  They  considered  Mr. 
Pray  the  best  salesman  of  their  number  and  engaged  him.  Mr.  Pray  Immediately  pro- 
ceeded on  his  journey ;  his  first  sale  was  made  in  Providence,  H .  I.  He  continued  on 
disposing  of  his  goods  in  the  various  largo  places,  unUl  he  arrived  at  Richmond,  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  closed  out  his  merchandise.  He  found  that  his  sales  had  been  success- 
ful and  that  he  bad  received  eleven  hundred  dollars,  all  In  bard  money,  which  wss  a 
large  sum  for  the  times,  and  as  much  as  ho  desired  to  carry  with  him,  as  tbero  were  no 
banks  whero  he  could  exchange  hla  s]»ecio  for  pa|»or.  This  large  amount  of  money 
caused  Mr.  Pray  great  uneasiness  as  to  Its  safoty.  On  bin  journey  home,  while  wailing 
on  the  wharf  for  the  ferry  boat  to  take  him  across  a  river,  a  gentleman  who  was  fund- 
ing by,  witnessing  his  uneasiness,  said  to  him,  "  Sir,  you  have  money  with  you."  Mr. 
Pray  replied  that  ho  hail.  Tho  gentleman  then  said,  "  If  you  cross  that  stream  without 
protecting  yourself  with  some  weapon  of  defence,  you  will  be  robbed  by  those  nogroos 
who  command  the  boat;  as  soon  as  they  get  In  the  centre  of  the  river,  they  will  slack 
up  and  then  take  your  money."  On  this  suggestion  Mr.  Pray  acted ;  he  selected  his 
weapon  and  cautiously  concealed  it  under  his  coat  and  proceeded  on  his  way.  On  ap- 

tho  wharf  wan  too  true,  for  suro  enough,  tho  negroes  on  noarlng  tho  contro  of  the  river 
began  to  slack  up  and  make  preparations  to  relieve  him  of  his  money.  Now  was  the 
time  for  his  defence.  Mr.  Pray  quietly  took  from  under  bis  coat  a  huge  club,  and  with 
a  li  mi  hand  and  determined  air  exclaimed  to  the  nogroes,  "  By  the  great  Gods,  If  you  do 
not  proceed,  I  will  smash  Uie  first  negro's  head  who  refuses  to  do  his  duty."  This 
declamation  had  its  desired  effect,  as  he  soon  safely  readied  the  shore.  This  journey 
was  probably  the  first  attempt  to  establish  a  southern  wholesale  market  for  this  class 
of  goods. 

Mr.  Noah  Curtis  was  among  tho  pioneers  of  the  boot  and  shoe  business.  He  learned 
his  trade  of  a  Mr.  Ripley.  In  1791,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  to  make  shoes,  and 
in  April  1791,  began  to  manufacture  them  for  sale.  In  1795,  nine  hundred  and  flfty-ono 
l>alrs  were  made  and  sold.  The  price  paid  the  workmen  for  band  sewed  shoes,  was  one 
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Value  of  building  stone  quarried  and  prepared  for  building,  8238,000;  handa 
employed,  324. 

Firewood  prepared  for  market,  250  cords;  value,  91,500. 

Horses,  302;  value,  935,Gl»5.  Oxen  over  three  years  old,  7<>;  steers  under 
three  years  old,  — ;  value  of  oxen  and  steers,  95,'JGO.  Milch  cows,  442;  heifers, 
fi;  value  of  cows  and  heifers,  $15,050.  Indian  corn,  109  acres,  with  43  bushels 
per  acre;  value  of  com,  95,105.70.  Itye,  38  acres,  with  24  busliols  per  acru; 
value  of  rye,  91,1-10.  Barley,  35  acres,  with  25  bushels  per  acre;  value  of  bar- 
ley, 9875.  Potatoes,  50  acres,  with  110  bushels  |><  r  aero;  value  of  potatoes, 
95,500.   Turnips,  l  J  acres,  with  400  busbols  per  acre;  value  of  turnips,  9175. 


shilling  per  pair,  or  two  dollars  per  down,  and  Uiey  were  sold  from  eight  shillings  six 
pence  to  nine  shillings  six  pence  per  pair. 

In  1802,  boots  began  to  come  into  use,  for  which  be  paid  for  makiug  and  fitting  gl.50, 
exclusive  of  fitting  00  cents  per  pair  for  hand  sowed,  and  received  for  these  from  $5.00 
to  95.00  per  pair.  In  1822,  he  began  to  consign  his  boots  to  southern  houses  in  New 
^~)r1ottii8j  i^ft vutt i i&xif  f'liM'iOiiloti  tajttl  lli^  kitiifORtl  ,  in  lli^u^o  doutlioi  n  tow  ftnil  citlttS  tits 
twluhllahed  a  lurgo  trudo.    Ills  inaitufitclory  wiut  on  Poiiii'h  Hill. 

His  sons  Adatn  ami  Samuel  began  bualness  in  1810  at  Mr.  ]>wullu'a  place  on  U>o  same 
hill.  In  1820,  they  moved  to  the  old  Adams  mansion  on  Franklin  street,  where  they 
carried  on  their  business  until  1820,  when  Mr.  Adam  Curtis  erected  his  house  on  Frank- 
lin street.  In  connection  wlUi  his  house  he  built  a  shop  where  he  remained  until  1850,. 
when  he  built  his  large  factory  on  the  corner  of  Franklin  and  Pearl  streets.  Messrs. 
Curtis  carried  on  a  large  business  in  fine  French  goods.  From  1853  to  16SK,  their  factory 
for  the  making  of  nice  French  calf  boots  was  the  largest  and  most  extensive  of  any  In 
Uie  States  for  hand  sewed  work,  employing  three  hundred  of  the  best  artisans  lu  the 
country ;  they  also  gave  employment  to  one  hundred  litters.  Their  boots  were  kuown 
and  sold  In  all  the  principal  cities  throughout  the  United  States.  In  1842,  Uie  firm  was 
changed  to  Adam  Curtis  &  Co.  185C  was  their  largest  year's  work,  when  they  manu- 
factured four  thousand  cases,  or  forty-eight  thousand  pairs.  The  civil  war  seriously 
Interfered  with  their  large  southern  trade ;  heavy  losses  and  other  causes,  caused  the 
firm  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  to  relinquish  business. 

From  1820  to  1830  Mr.  Nathaniel  White  carried  on  a  very  large  business  iu  the  manu- 
facture of  heavy  hrogtins  for  the  southern  trade,  in  which  industry  he  accumulated 
quite  a  competency  for  Uiat  time.  Subsequently  he  entered  into  ooinpany  with  Mr. 
Elijah  Spear,  and  tho  linn's  liamo  wa*  White  &Spoar.  This  Arm  gave  up  making  bro- 
gaus  and  couiiiiunuod  Uie  manufacture  of  Hue  calf  Imm>im.  After  the  doiilh  of  Mr.  Klijnh 
Spear,  lu  1B39,  Mr.  White  continued  the  business.  Iteliuquiahlng  Uie  manufacture  of 
boots,  Mr.  White  entered  iuto  the  lumber  and  coal  trade,  which  did  not  prove  finan- 
cially successful. 

Mr.  John  D.  Wh Ichor  began  manufacturing  cheap  pegged  boots  about  1847,  and 
established  by  untlriug  Industry  a  very  successful  ami  lucraUve  business;  later  he 
carried  on  machine  sewed  work  In  connection  with  his  pegged.  He  was  engaged  in 
i  in-,  business  until  his  sudden  death  which  occurred  in  September,  1877.  Mr.  Whicher 
at  tho  time  of  his  decease,  was  In  iiosacssloii  of  a  greater  amount  of  property  than  suy 
other  porson  engaged  in  tho  boot  and  shoe  business  in  Uil*  town.  Tho  apprisemeiit  of 
hl»  estate  was  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars.  The  business  lit  -ill! 
carried  on  by  his  successors. 

The  other  firms  in  this  town  are  J.  K  Graham  &  Co.,  E.  W.  H.  Bass  for  Noah  Curtis 
&  Co.,  Thomas  CurUs,  Franklin  Curtis,  Winslow  M.  Newcomb  and  others. 

Among  the  original  firms  and  persons  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  boots  and 
shoes,  not  now  In  business,  wore  Ell  Voasoy,  Frederick  Hardwick,  William  P.  &  J.  M. 
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Carrot*,  8  acres,  with  400  bushels  per  acre;  value  of  carrots,  $1,066.  English 
mowing  land,  J, 309  acres;  English  bay  cut,  1,450  tons;  value  of  hay,  $29,000. 
Wet  meadow  or  swale  hay,  18  tons;  value,  $144.  Salt  hay,  780  tons;  value, 
$7,800.  Apple  trees,  4,160;  value,  $4,565.  Pear  trees,  1,875;  value,  $450. 
Rwino  raised,  340;  value,  $0,350.  Milk  produced,  176,800  gallons;  value, 
$24,752. 

English  and  West  India  goods,  apothecary,  jewelry  and  variety  stores,  18; 
amount  of  business  of  the  same,  (213,000. 

Establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  bootmaker's  ink,  1;  value  of  ink 
manufactured,  $6,000. 


Hanlwlck,  Henry  Manlwick,  Levi  B.  Josephs,  John  B.  Dwelle,  J.  ft  H.  H.  Faxon,  Benja- 
min Curtis,  George  Brieslor  ft  Fowle,  J  a  ben  Blgelow,  William  Dltson,  Nathaniel  Wild, 
Nathan  II.  Whit*,  who  wan  llto  Unit  |>er*on  In  town  to  manufacture  hoota  by  a  sew- 
ing machine,  Samuel  White,  M.  R.  ft  E.  Marsh,  Pope  ft  Pennlman,  J.Warren  Carlton, 
.lames  T.  Pcnniman,  Win.  Nash,  Charles  ft  liowls  Curtis,  Wood  A  Cleverly,  Thompson 
Baxter,  Klijah  Baxter  and  Charles  Marsh,  who  was  succeeded  by  his  brother  Edwin. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  business  the  manufacturers  of  boots  and  shoes  were  accus- 
tomed to  market  tliem  by  putting  a  yoke  across  their  shoulders,  and  attaching  their  mer- 
chandise In  panniers  to  It,  walk  to  Boston  ami  dispose  of  them  from  their  stalls  located 
near  North  Market  street  or  otherwise,  and  return  the  same  day. 

The  first  shoemaker  In  tho  Colony  ap|toars  to  have  been  a  Mr.  Thomas  Beard,  who 
canto  over  In  the  Mayflower,  and  was  to  lie  maintained  at  the  public  charge  for  £10  a 
year.  Tho  governor  of  the  Colony  was  to  direct  his  place  of  employment.  Mr.  Beard 
brought  with  hlm  a  supply  of  leather  for  lit*  use,  upon  which  ho  was  to  pay  £4  per  ton 
freight.  It  was  also  voted  that  fifty  acres  of  land  should  be  alloted  him  as  compensa- 
tion for  paying  his  transportation  charges.  It  seems  almost  incredible,  that  In  little 
more  than  twenty  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  Colony  that  she  should  export  boots 
and  shoes,  but  such  was  the  case,  as  at  this  early  period  Boston  merchants  began  ex- 
porting calfskin  boots  and  shoes  manufactured  at  Lynn.  Shoes,  called  staff  shoes,  for 
wornon"*  wear,  were  subsequently  quite  extensively  manufactured  at  Lynn,  but  only 
commonly  worn  by  the  most  wealthy ;  tho  loss  opulent  wore  them  on  Important  occasions 
such  as  weddings,  and  preserved  tbetn  as  too  delicate  for  ordinary  use.  Morocco  leather 
was  not  In  use  at  this  time,  and  It  was  not  until  1TT0  that  this  article  was  brought  to 
public  nollco  by  tho  noted  Lord  Timothy  Dexter.  In  179G,  It  was  manufactured  at 
Charlostowu,  Mass.,  by  Mr.  Ellsha  Mead.  At  this  early  period  of  tho  settlement  of  the 
Colonies  the  laboring  classes  wore  neat  leather  shoes  principally  during  the  Colonial 
period.  In  1C77  shoemakers  were  not  to  charge  for  shoes  above  five  and  a  half  pence  a 
sise,  "  for  all  playne  and  wooden-heeled  shoes.  Three-soled  shoes  well  made  not  above 
seven  and  a  half  pence  a  slxe,  and  the  same  for  French  falls."  To  mark  false  slses, 
or  to  sell  abovo  the  prico  established  by  custom  Involved  the  forfeiture  of  the  goods. 

In  102!),  the  prico  established  In  Massachusetts  for  shoes  when  ordered  of  largo  sisos 
wore  two  to  two  shillings  sixpence  a  pair.  Shoestrings  as  now  worn  took  the  plsce  of 
tho  shoe-rose,  under  tho  Stuarts,  and  buckles  resembling  tho  horso  bean  came  Into  use 
about  16**;  "  round  toed"  and  "  wooden  heels"  was  the  fashion  of  that  day.  The  intro- 
duction of  pegged  work  gavo  an  Impetus  to  the  boot  and  shoe  business.  This  Introduction 
as  far  as  we  have  been  ablo  to  '.earn,  was  made  by  Mr.  Joseph  Walker  of  Hopklnton, 
Massachusetts,  In  1818,  which  produced  quite  a  revolution  In  the  boot  and  shoe  trade. 
"  Previous  to  this  time  sewed  work  alone  was  made."  After  the  Introduction  of  Uio 
shoo  peg.  tills  "  revolutionary  Instrument,"  about  seven-eighths  of  the  shoes  made 
were  pegged.   At  the  present  Ume  machine  sewed  work  has  largely  superseded  band 


Digitized  by  Google 


604 


APPENDIX. 


Establishments  for  melting  lend  and  preparing  it  for  market,  1 ;  value  of  lead, 
$7,000. 

Sloops  employed  in  freighting  stone  and  other  articles,  10;  hands  employed, 
45  men  and  boys. 

INDUSTRIAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1805. 

Printing  and  newspaper  establishments,  1 ;  value  of  stock  used,  $300.  News- 
paper printed,  Quincy  Patriot;  issued  weekly,  dross  value,  f 1,000;  capital, 
$400;  all  other  printing  done,  $800;  capital,  $300;  hands  employed- males,  4, 
futnalcs,  1. 

Photographic  establishments,  1;  value  of  stock  used,  $225;  photographs 
taken,  2,000;  value,  $800;  capital,  $200;  hands  employed,  1. 

II aniens  manufacturers,  2;  harnesses  manufactured,  5;  value,  $200;  value  of 
stock  used,  $125;  capital,  $500;  hands  employed,  4. 

Ship  yards,  1;  value  of  material  used,  $58,000;  vessels  launched,  2;  amount 
of  tonnage,  1,509;  value,  $75,000;  capital,  $50,000;  hands  employed,  50. 

Boat  manufacturers,  2;  value  of  material  used,  $875;  boats  built,  5;  value, 
$1,100;  capita],  $300;  hands  employed,  3. 

Kail-lofts,  1;  sails  made  of  foreign  fabrics,  00;  valuo  of  fabric,  $8,000;  valuo 
of  sails,  $12,000;  capital.  $1,000;  hands  employed,  3. 

Establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  wagons,  sleighs  and  other  vehicles,  2; 
number  of  wagons  made,  6;  alelghs,  2;  value,  $700;  value  of  stock  used,  $500; 
capital,  $1,200;  hands  employed,  5. 

Clothing  manufacturers,  4;  valuo  of  stock  used,  $24,000;  value  of  clothing, 
$34,500;  capital,  $8,000;  males  employed,  10;  females,  40. 

Marble  and  grave-stone  establishments,  1 ;  value  of  stone  used,  $1,500;  value 
of  grave-stones  manufactured,  $4,500;  capital,  $200;  hands  employed,  5. 

Master  builders,  5;  buildings  erected,  3;  value,  $1,825;  value  of  materials 
used,  $1,167  ;  hands  employed,  0. 

Blacksmith  shops,  4;  value  of  stock  used,  $1,400;  value  of  work  done,  $10,- 
000;  capital,  $2,000;  hands  employed,  7. 

Tin  ware  manufacturers,  2;  value  of  stock  need,  $900;  value  of  ware,  $1,300; 
capital,  $300;  hands  employed,  2. 

Tanning  and  currying  establishments,  0;  value  of  stock  used,  $11,400;  hides 
tanuod,  15,000;  hides  curried,  33,200;  value,  $100,220;  capital,  $70,400;  hands 
employed,  43.* 

*  The  first  tanner  and  currier  that  we  have  any  account  of,  was  Mr.  Benjamin 
Webb,  who  tn  1700,  bought  of  Benjamin  Tompson,  the  old  schoolmaster,  one  acre  and  a 
half  of  land  for  £82, 10s.,  as  a  place  to  erect  a  building  for  his  business.  The  boundary 
of  this  estate  was  as  follows,  vis :— "  Northerly  on  the  town  brook  that  runs  through 
tho  heart  of  Brain  tree ;  southerly  with  the  town  land  adjoining  the  old  school  bouse; 
easterly  on  land  of  James  Brackott;  westerly  on  the  County  road,  with  dwelling-house 

Baxter  purchased  the  estate  and  conliuued  the  business.  In  1823  Mr.  Francis  Williams 
assumed  business  here.  In  1831,  Mr.  John  Mulford  engaged  litis  establishment  for 
tanning  hides,  where  ho  remained  until  he  moved  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 
where  he  erected  a  tannery,  which  some  years  ago  was  burnt  down.  Hie  land  with  the 
old  vats  and  pits  are  now  in  tho  possession  of  Mr.  William  Panton.  Mr.  Williams  after 
tho  removal  of  Mr.  Mulford  from  the  Webb  tannery  resumed  business  tbero  again. 
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Boots  of  all  kinds  manufactured,  118,737  pairs;  shoes,  9G2  pairs;  gross  value 
of  stock  used,  $308,155;  value  of  boots  and  shoes  manufactured,  $4fi7,665;  capi- 
tal, 901,000;  males  employed,  351;  females,  121. 

Blacking  manufacturers,  1;  valooof  stock  used,  $5,000;  value  of  blacking, 
910,000;  capital,  91,000;  hands  employed,  2. 

Gas  establishments,  1;  value  of  stock  used,  92,500;  value  of  gas,  94,000, 
capital,  912,500;  hands  employed,  2. 

Ice  dealers,  2;  tons  of  Ice  preserved,  2,100;  value,  92,000;  capital,  92,200; 
hands  employed,  3. 

Bakeries,  1;  value  of  stock  used,  97,000;  value  of  bread  manufactured,  910,- 
000;  capital,  91,000;  males  employed,  3 ;  females,! 


Subsequently  Mr.  Joseph  Adams  and  Mr.  Patrick  Canity  carried  on  there  the  droning 
of  leather.  Finally  Mr.  Williams  disposed  of  this  estate  to  Mr.  J.  Q.  Wild,  who  removed 
the  buildings,  and  this  old  tannery  ceased  to  exist. 

The  next  tannery  was  built  by  Mr.  Elijah  Veaxle  on  Granite  street,  nearly  opposite 
tho  old  Scotch  rond  road  which  has  boon  for  yonrs  discontinued.  Mr.  Voazlo  con- 
structed this  work  sometime  previous  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  Mot  much  business 
was  transacted  here  after  the  commencement  of  the  present  century  with  the  exception 
of  grinding  a  Utile  bark. 

Mr.  Henry  A.  (Jay  built  a  tannery  on  Canal  street  about  1831 ,  nearly  opposite  the  junc- 
tion of  Chestnut  street  with  It,  where  Mr.  Edward  Turner's  house  now  stands.  Mr.  Oay's 
tannery  was  a  model  one,  as  he  had  constructed  bis  vats  and  pits  in  the  most  improved 
manner,  which  enabled  him  to  transact  his  business  more  economically.  In  early  times 
a  Mr.  Clover  built  a  Innnory  at  Si|uaulum,  whom  ho  was  quite  oxlonslvely  engaged  in 
business.  At  the  present  time  there  Is  no  tanning  carried  on  In  town. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  the  Colonies  the  tanning  and  currying  business  was  of 
great  Importance,  as  they  not  only  hod  to  dress  leather  for  making  shoes,  but  also 
clothing.  The  understandings  of  our  "  Forefathers,"  were  not  the  degenerate  sizes  of 
the  present  period,  as  the  ordinary  sizes  of  that  day  were  from  tens  to  thirteens.  For 
many  years  tho  dress  of  servants,  and  to  a  largo  extent  of  all  the  active  classes  consist- 
ed In  part  nf  leather.  Itoor  skins  were  the  favorito  skins  tanned  as  buff  leathor,  and 
many  of  them  were  Obtained  by  the  sportsman's  musket,  or  In  Irado  with  tho  Indian, 

lyned  with  oiled  leather,"  "  gloves  of  calves  leather,"  and  "  breeches  of  oyled  leather." 

By  statute,  "  No  leather  over  lined  or  insufnctontly  tanned,  or  not  thoroughly  dried 
after  tanning,  might  be  exposed  for  sale.  Tanners  putting  leather  Into  hot  or  warm 
'moors'  or  sitting  there  '  falls'  In  places  Improper  whoro  the  leather  would  heat  and 
burn,  were  to  forfeit  £20  for  each  offence." 

At  tho  time  Mr.  Webb  began  the  business  of  tanning  the  price  of  green  hides  were 
3  |tence,  and  dry  hides  6  pence,  selling  price  12  pence.  Buck,  doeskin  and  deer  sklmt 
for  clothing  were  dressed  in  oil,  sold  from  8s,  fid.  to  6s;  those  dressed  with  hair  on  one 
side  sold  for  Is.  to  8s.  per  pound.  So  great  was  tlte  demand  for  this  commodity,  that  In 
1747,  South  Carolina  exported  720  hogsheads  of  deerskins;  In  1755,  NorUi  Carolina 
ex|iortcd  30,000  door  skins ;  (ioorgia  213,475  pound*. 

The  tanneries  of  this  early  date  were  constructed  in  Ute  most  primitive  and  rude 
manner.  "A  greater  or  less  number  of  oblong  boxes  or  hogsheads,  was  aunk  in  the 
ground  near  a  fresh  water  stream,  without  cover  or  outlet  below,  to  serve  as  vats  and 
leeches.  Similar  boxes  above  the  ground  for  lime  vats  and  pool*.  An  open  shed  for  a 
beam  house,  and  a  circular  trough  fifteen  feet  hi  diameter,  In  which  tho  bark  was 
crushed  by  alternate  wooden  and  stone  wheels,  turned  by  two  old  blind  horses,  at  the 
rate  of  halt  a  cord  a  day."  This  completed  a  ttrat-claas  tannery. 
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Clams  taken,  2,500  bushels;  value,  $2,500;  capital,  $500;  hands  employed.  8. 
Alewives  taken,  15,000;  value,  9150;  hands  employed,  7.  ' 

V easels  engaged  in  coasting  or  carrying  trade,  3;  tonnage,  883;  value,  $50,000; 
amount  receive  J  for  freight,  $14,627;  hands  employed,  21. 

Apple  trees,  7,040;  value  of  apples,  $3,084.  Pear  trees,  3,789;  value  of  pear*. 
$1,433.  All  other  trees  cultivated  for  their  fruit,  1,122;  value,  $500.  Value  of 
berries  cultivated  or  gathered  for  market,  $750.   drapes,  do.,  $300. 

8heep,  78;  value,  $365.  Wool  produced,  210  pounds;  value,  $101).50.  Horaea, 
447;  value,  $07,050.  Oxen  over  four  years  old,  30;  value,  $4,500.  Milch  cow*, 
545;  heifers,  25;  value  of  cows  and  heifers,  $27,875.  Gallons  of  milk  sold, 
210,226;  value,  $42,045.20.    Pounds  of  butter  sold,  500;  value,  $200. 

Beef  dressed,  669,200  pounds;  value,  $80,204.  Pork,  130,410  pounds;  value, 
$23,473.80.  Mntton,  9,100  pounds;  value,  $1,002.  Veal,  160,50  pounds;  value, 
$2,086.50.  Swine,  530;  value,  $10,600.  Value  of  poultry,  $858.  Value  of  eggs 
sold,  $1,345. 

Slate  quarries,  1;  value,  $800;  capital,  $200;  hands  employed,  2. 

Establishments  for  melting  lead  and  preparing  it  for  market,  1 ;  valuo  of  lead, 
$10,000;  capital,  $3,000;  bauds  employed ,  3. 

81oope  and  other  vessels  employed  in  freighting  stone,  &c,  15;  tonnage,  715; 
value  of  vessels,  $18,500;  receipts  for  freight,  $25,000;  hands  employed,  60. 

Smelts  and  other  fish  seined  for  market,  20  tons;  value,  $3,000.  Other  fish, 
2  tons;  value,  $320.   Capital,  $100;  hands  employed,  6. 

Pump  establishments,  1  ;  value  of  stock  used,  $40;  valno  of  pumps,  $90; 
capital,  $100;  hands  employed,  1. 

Manufacturers  of  coffins  and  burial  cases  of  all  kinds,  1 ;  value  of  stock  used, 
$18;  coffins  made,  12,  value,  $30;  capital,  $100;  hands  employed,  1. 

Stone  quarries,  10;  valuo  of  building  stone  quarried  aud  prepared  for  market, 
$271,880;  capital,  $133,600;  hands  employed,  306. 

Firewood  prepared  for  market,  761  cords;  value,  $6,088;  capital,  $2,000; 
hands  employed,  36. 

Farms,  66;  acres,  4,095;  value,  including  buildings,  $504,650;  number  of 
acres  improved,  3,<i38;  hands  employed,  151. 

Unimproved  land,  1,050  acres;  unimprovable  land,  l.OOOacros;  woodland, 
2,850  acres;  value,  $85,500. 

Indian  corn,  97  acres,  3,001  bushels;  value,  $4,506.  Rye,  11  acres,  167  bush- 
els; value,  $283,090.  Harley,  2  acres,  16  bushels;  value,  $32.  Potatoes,  40 
acres,  5,022  bushels;  value,  $6,277.50.  Turnips,  11  acres,  2,201  bushels;  value, 
$1,100.50.  Onions,  4  acres,  488  bushels;  value,  $070.  Carrots,  6  acres,  1,975 
bushels;  value,  $087.50.  Cabbages,  7  acres;  valuo,  $1,258.  Winter  squashes, 
4  acres;  value,  $282.  Market  gardeuiug,  5  acres;  value  of  products,  $!r28. 
Meets  and  other  esculent  vegetables,  2  acres,  320  bushels;  value,  $260.  Cran- 
berries, i  acre,  20  bushels;  valuo,  $100.  English  mowing  laud,  1,495  acres, 
1,620  tons  of  hay ;  value,  $50,910.  Wet  meadow  or  swale  land,  60  acres,  57  tous 
of  hay;  value,  $708.  Salt  marsh  land,  098  acres,  732  tons  of  hay;  value, 
$14,640. 

Vessels  employed  in  freighting  Ksh  to  market,  2;  touuage,  20;  value  of  ves- 
sels, $500;  bauds  employed,  5. 
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Aggregate  of  domestic  and  agricultural  product*,  for  the  towns  of  Braintree, 
Holbrook,  Qnincy  and  Randolph,  for  the  year  1875: — 

Rraintrkk,— Domestic  products  for  use,  $4,130;  domestic  products  for  sale, 
$4,170;  hay,  1,234  tons,  $25,73.'!;  other  agricultural  products,  $71,080. 
Total,  $I<«,II3. 

JIolbuook,— Domestic  products  for  sale,  $2,738;    domestic  products  for  use, 
$180;  hay,  400  tons,  $0,501 ;  oilier  agricultural  products,  $2,052. 
Total,  $11,477. 

Qitikcy, — Domestic  products  for  sale,  $2,052;  domestic  products  for  use,  $540; 
hay,  1,428  tons,  $30,529;  other  agricultural  products,  $89,110. 
Total,  $123,143. 

Randolph,— Domestic  products  for  sale,  $11,138;  domestic  products  for  use, 
$4,10K;  hay,  911  tons,  $15,001;  other  agricultural  products,  $24,157. 
Total,  $54,404. 

Value  of  farm  property,  stock,  &c.  :— 

Rraintrkk, — Number  of  farms  from  3  acres  upwards,  118;  value  of  land, 
$329,905;  number  of  buildings,  273;  value,  $312,850;  fruit  trees  and 
vines,  $20,077;  domestic  animals,  $'J9,5G5;  agricultural  implements  in 
use,  $11,500. 

Total.  $713,897. 

IIoi.iirook, — Number  of  farms  from  3  acres  upwards,  8;  value  of  land,  $19,205; 
number  of  buildings,  8;  valuo,  $5,750;  domestic  nnimals,  $1,005;  agricul- 
tural implements  in  use,  $250. 
Total,  $20,810. 

Quinct, — Number  of  farms  from  3  acres  upwards,  40;  value  of  land,  $549,905; 
number  of  buildings,  144;  value,  $100,150;  fruit  trees  and  vines,  $0,930; 
domestic  animals,  $48,508;  agricultural  implements  in  use,  $10,870. 
Total,  $022,219. 

Random*!!,— Number  of  farms  from  3  acres  upwards,  70;  value  of  land, 
9213,405;  number  of  buildings,  287;  value,  $232,100;  fruit  trees  and 
vines,  $9,073;  domestic  auitnals,  $20,400;  agricultural  implements  in 
use,  $13,048. 

Total,  $494,032. 


Number  of         Capital  Value. 


21  $030,750  $1,019,705 

20  11,033  29,001 


BRAINTKKE.  1875. 

Manufactures  (goods  made), 
Occupation  (work  done), 

Total, 

Some  of  the  principal  manufactures:— 
Roots, 

Roots  nnd  Shoes, 
Cardigan  Jackets, 

Sawed  Lumber, 
Cabinet  Organs, 


41  $048,383        SI, 049,300 


0 

$142,150 

$259,407 

2 

3,200 

10,407 

1 

3,900 

8,000 

1 

50,000 

200,000 

1 

4.000 

15,000 

1 

11,500 

15,800 
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Number  of 

Capital 

Value. 

Establishments. 

Inrealeri. 

Indian  and  Kjo  Meal, 

1 

17,030 

00,600 

\V rapping  Paper, 

1 

20,000 

47,891 

Railroad  Conductor'!  Punches, 

1 

2,000 

3.000 

Shoe  Nails,  Tack*,  Brads,  etc., 

1 

25,000 

ai.ooo 

Moves,  Animal  1  rapt,  linware,  etc., 

3 

7,600 

7,000 

Yarn,  Twine,  Webbing  and  Crash, 

3 

390,000 

955,000 

Boino  of  L  1j o  principal  occupations :  — 

BlackamithiDg, 

5 

2,900 

9,200 

Butchering, 

1 

2,000 

3,000 

Harness  and  Saddle  Repairing, 

2 

2,150 

2,934 

Painting, 

2 

2,808 

4,427 

Wlieelwrlghting, 

2 

050 

2,740 

HOLBROOK.  1«T6. 

Mauufacturaa  (gootla  made), 

28 

•228,400 

$1,044,990 

Occupation  (work  done), 

5 

000 

4,800 

Total, 

33 

$229,000 

f 

$1,049,790 

8ome  of  the  principal  establishments: 

Itoota, 

18 

$91,400 

$483,310 

Itoou  and  Shoes, 

7 

110,000 

417,080 

Shoe*, 

2 

20,000 

137,000 

Shoe  Strings, 

t 

1 

1,000 

7,000 

QUINCY.  1875. 

Manufactures  (goods  made), 

$904,180 

$1,764,208 

Occupation  (work  doue), 

HO 

82,411 

322,800 

ToUl, 

178 

$l,aki,59i 

$2,087 ,072 

Borne  of  the  leading  industries: — 

Broad  and  Pastry, 

1 

$0,000 

$00,000 

Men's  Boots, 

1 

30,000 

304,501 

Roots  and  Shoes, 

7 

12,700 

80.3U2 

Roots,  Shoes  and  Gaiters, 

jj 

9,000 

35,000 

Calf  and  Split  Leather, 

4 

9,100 

30,990 

Rough  and  Dressed  Granite, 

23 

538,000 

619,284 

Stone  Cutting  and  Dressing, 

12 

50,200 

150,000 

Felt  Goods, 

1 

25,000 

33,!M5 

Ships  Ruilt, 

2 

140,000 

149,300 

Iron  Castings, 

1 

40,000 

09,657 

Rlucksmilhing, 

7 

4,000 

28,912 

Carpenteiiugand  Joining, 

14 

7,250 

60,775 

Masonry, 

9 

4,800 

25,250 

Painting, 

9 

3,040 

1R,G25 

Meal,  Corn  and  Rye, 

1 

10,000 

55,000 

Buildings, 

1(1 

13,380 

108,029 
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RANDOLPH.  1876. 

Number  of 
Establishments. 

Capital 
Hives  leu. 

Value. 

Manufacture*  (goods  made), 

42 

$149,450 

$1,152,051 

Occupation  (work  done), 

101 

58,181 

149,435 

Total, 

143 

8207,031 

$1,302,380 

Some  of  the  leading  industries:— 

10 

$27,200 

$104,300 

Hoots  and  Shoes, 

15 

65,550 

048,340 

Leather  Shoestrings, 

1 

25,000 

200,000 

Stone  Cutting  and  Dressing, 

1 

8,000 

20,000 

Butchering, 

1 

10,000 

13,000 

Carpentry  and  Joinery, 

G 

13,700 

51,000 

Clotiiing  (custom  made), 

:t 

2,500 

27,175  • 

Shoddy,  inner  soles  and  heels, 

1 

1,200 

13,000 

Number  of  votes  cast  annually  for  Governor  in  the  Town  of  Quincy  from  its 
incorporation  in  1792  to  1878  inclusive:— 


YKAR. 

1792. 

John  Hancock, 

51 

1806. 

Caleb  Strong, 

106 

1793. 

John  Haucock, 

40 

James  Sullivan, 

47 

1794. 

Samuel  Adams, 

32 

William  Heath, 

1 

William  Cushing, 

10 

1807. 

James  Sullivan, 

03 

1795. 

Samuel  Adams, 

41 

Caleb  Strong, 

01 

1796. 

Samuel  Adams, 

40 

1808. 

James  Sullivan, 

09 

Iucrease  Sumner, 

13 

Christopher  Gore, 

87 

1797. 

Increase  Sumner, 

44 

1809. 

Christopher  Gore, 

93 

Jumna  8ullivan, 

5 

Levi  Lincoln, 

52 

Mooch  dill, 

G 

1810. 

Elbridgo  Gerry, 

65 

1798. 

Increase  Sumner, 

44 

Christopher  Gore, 

100 

1799. 

57 

1811. 

Elbridge  Gerry, 

68 

William  Heath, 

9 

Christopher  Gore, 

89 

1800. 

Caleb  Strong, 

55 

1812. 

Caleb  Strong, 

127 

Elbridge  Gerry, 

11 

Elbridge  Gerry, 

59 

William  Heath, 

1 

1813. 

Caleb  Strong, 

140 

1801. 

Caleb  Strong, 

06 

Joeeph  B.  Varnnm, 

54 

Elbridge  Gerry, 

19 

1814. 

Caleb  Strong, 

127 

1802. 

Caleb  Strong, 

70 

Samuel  Dexter, 

45 

Elbridge  Gerry, 

25 

1815. 

Caleb  Strong, 

120 

William  Heath, 

1 

Samuel  Dexter, 

37 

1803. 

Caleb  8trong, 

70 

1816. 

John  Brooks, 

115 

Elbridge  Gerry, 

17 

8.  Dexter, 

53 

1804. 

Caleb  Strong, 

68 

1817. 

John  Brooks, 

115 

James  Sullivan, 

17 

Henry  Dearborn, 

45 

1805. 

Caleb  Strong, 

98 

181& 

John  Brooks, 

107 

James  Sullivan, 

28 

Benjamin  Crownlnshield,  34 

78 
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V'KAB. 

■▲MB. 

VOT*. 

V 1 A  H. 

K  A  M  h" 

VflTE 

181*1. 

John  Brooks, 

112 

1841. 

M.  Morton. 

xsa 

ItenjainiD  Crowninshield,  37 

John  Davis, 

2HO 

1820. 

Johu  Brooks, 

no 

Scattering, 

William  Eustis, 

42 

1842. 

M.  Morton, 

303 

1821. 

John  Brooks, 

120 

John  Davis, 

272 

William  Eustis, 

40 

Samuel  C.  So  wall, 

Jl 

1822. 

John  Brook*, 

110 

1843. 

M.  Morton, 

304 

William  Eustis, 

44 

<S.  N.  Briggs, 

n* 

1823. 

II.  (J.  Otia, 

ISO 

Samuel  C.  Sowall, 

57 

William  Eustis, 

00 

1844. 

(i.  N  Briggs, 

318 

1824. 

William  Kustis, 

77 

O.  Bancroft, 

Samuel  Lathrop, 

140 

S.  E.  Sewall, 

04 

1825. 

Levi  Lincoln, 

91 

1815. 

G.  N.  Brings, 

258 

Samuel  I-alhrop, 

2 

Isaac  N.  Davis 

101 

1820. 

Levi  Lincoln, 

105 

Samuel  E  Sewall, 

41 

James  Loyd, 

2 

lltiiirv  Sltiiw 

i  tvtii  j  uimW| 

25 

18*7 

Levi  Lincoln, 

90 

225 

Samuel  Hobart, 

9 

Isaac  N.  Davis, 

100 

J  O-O. 

Levi  Lincoln, 

85 

8  E  Sewall 

-*-« .  k^DW«s>a«B 

45 

M.  Morton, 

1 

1847. 

G.  N.  Briggs, 

249 

1829. 

Levi  Lincoln, 

142 

Caleb  Cushing, 

225 

M.  Morton, 

1 

Samuel  Sewall, 

31 

1830. 

Levi  Lincoln, 

129 

Eleazer  Wright, 

3 

M.  Morton, 

0 

1848. 

Q.  N.  Briggs, 

255 

1831. 

Levi  Lincoln, 

210 

Stephen  0.  Phillips, 

250 

M.  Morton, 

14 

0.  Cushing, 

34 

1832. 

Ixnri  Lincoln, 

87 

B.  F.  HalleU, 

4 

Samuel  I^athrop, 

91 

1849. 

G.  N.  Briggs, 

272 

M.  Morton, 

20 

G.  8.  Bout  well, 

101 

1833. 

.lohn  Q.  Adams, 

148 

Stepheu  C.  Phillips, 

130 

John  Davis, 

44 

1850. 

Q,  N.  Briggs, 

272 

M.  Morton, 

53 

G.  S.  Bout  well, 

189 

18.11 

Johu  Davis, 

80 

Stenhen  C  Phillips 

120 

Johu  Bailey, 

87 

1851. 

K.  C.  Wiuthron. 

302 

M.  Morton, 

40 

G.  8.  Boutwell 

250 

1835. 

Kdward  Everett, 

138 

Johu  G.  Palfrey, 

119 

M.  Morton, 

42 

1852. 

John  H.  Clifford, 

287 

1830. 

Edward  Everett, 

100 

H.  W.  Bishop, 

227 

M.  Morton, 

148 

Horace  Maun, 

189 

1837. 

Edward  Everett, 

107 

1853. 

Emery  Washburn, 

204 

M.  Morton, 

1U3 

H.  W.  Bishop, 

150 

1838. 

Edward  Everett, 

172 

Henry  Wilson, 

110 

M.  Morton, 

200 

B.  L  Wales, 

00 

183«J. 

Edward  Everett, 

231 

1854. 

H.  J.  Gardiner, 

54* 

M.  Morton, 

saw 

B.  L.  Wales. 

74 

1840. 

M.  Morton, 

374 

E.  Washburn, 

44 

John  Duvis, 

320 

11.  W.  Bishop, 

12 
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If  AMR.  y 

OTF. 

YKAR, 

5AMH.  1 

'OTF. 

1803. 

H.  J.  Gardiner, 

.107 

1807. 

John  Q.  Adams, 

050 

E.  P.  Bench, 

180 

Alexander  II.  Bollock, 

348 

Julius  Rockwell, 

80 

1808. 

William  Claflin, 

002 

8.  H.  Walley. 

27 

John  Q.  Adams, 

583 

1856. 

H.  J.  Onnliner, 

484 

1800. 

John  Q.  Adams, 

581 

Oeorce  W.  Gordon, 

182 

William  Claflin, 

370 

E.  I).  IVacb, 

274 

1870. 

John  Q.  Adams, 

594 

Luther.  V.  Bell, 

15 

William  Claflin, 

435 

1857. 

H.  J.  Gardiner, 

2X3 

Wendell  Phillips, 

48 

E.  P.  Beach, 

178 

1871. 

W.  B.  Wnahhnm, 

504 

N.  P.  Banks, 

178 

John  Q.  Adams, 

3*57 

1858. 

N.  P.  Banks, 

258 

fl.  If.  Chamherlin, 

70 

Amos  A.  Lawrence, 

IfM 

I 'chert  C.  Pitman, 

•l4 

E.  P.  Beach, 

244 

1872. 

W.  B.  Washburn, 

842 

1850 

N.  P.  Banks, 

212 

Francis  W.  Bird, 

tva 

Boni.nnin  F  Butler. 

2011 

1873. 

W.  B.  Washburn, 

m 

ficorire  N  Bri"ps. 

1(54 

William  Gaston, 

450 

.Tnli  ii  A    A  Tid row 

f  F  1)11  11     A  X  «     &  v  1 1 U  Iv  T| 

420 

1874. 

Thomas  Talbot, 

48!) 

E   P  Reach 

233 

William  Gaston, 

•  *  •  mmmw  mmm             -       -w*  m 

580 

A  inns  A  Tjiwrence 

233 

1875. 

Alexander  H.  Rice, 

309 

Benjamin  F.  Butler, 

21 

William  Gaston, 

500 

isoi. 

John  A.  Andrews, 

310 

C.  F.  Adams, 

50 

Isaac  Pavls, 

251 

John  I.  Baker, 

00 

18*52. 

John  A.  Anilrows, 

322 

1870. 

Alexander  H.  Rico, 

811 

Charles  Pevins,  Jr., 

400 

C.  F.  Adams, 

871 

1803. 

John  A.  Andrews, 

358 

John  I.  Baker, 

31 

Henry  W.  Paine, 

233 

1877. 

William  Gaston, 

027 

1804. 

John  A.  Andrews, 

670 

Alexander  H.  Rice, 

473 

Henry  W.  Paino, 

300 

John  I.  Baker, 

148 

1805. 

Alexander  H.  Bullock, 

823 

1878. 

Thomas  Talbot, 

815 

Perius  N.  Conch, 

284 

Benjamin  F.  Butler, 

000 

180(5. 

Alexander  H.  Bullock, 

574 

Joaiah  G.  Abbott, 

100 

Theodore  H.  Sweetscr, 

434 

Stato  Elections  were  originally  beld  in  April,  but  iu  1835,  wero  changed  to 
November. 


of  thoTown  of  Braintroo  in  1765:- 


Familles,   357 

Males  under  sixtocu,   571 

Females  under  sixteen,   500 

Males  above  sixteen,   555 

Females  above  sixteen,   051 

  00 


Total,  exclusive  ol  Indians,  2433 
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Population  of  Braintroe  from  1705  to  1875  inclusive.  Tlie  first  complete  cen- 
sus of  Massachusetts  was  ordered  to  be  taken  in  1764,  but  was  not,  however, 
completed  until  the  latter  part  of  May,  1765:- 


Brain  tree. 

Holbrooke 

Qui  noy. 

Randolph. 

Total. 

U.  8.  Census, 

1776, 

2,871 

2,871 

ii 

•« 

1790. 

2,771 

2,771 

■* 

1800, 

1,285 

1,081 

1,021 

3.387 

ti 

•« 

1810, 

1,351 

1,281 

1,170 

3,803 

•  • 

ii 

1820, 

1,466 

1,(03 

1,646 

4,036 

■i 

ii 

1&I0, 

1,758 

2,201 

2,200 

6,109 

M 

•i 

1840, 

2,186 

3,486 

3,213 

8.867 

H 

•i 

1850, 

2,009 

5,017 

4,741 

12,827 

State 

l&VS, 

3,472 

5,021 

5,538 

14,931 

U.  8. 

N 

1860, 

3,468 

6,778 

5,760 

16,006 

Sta,te 

ii 

1865, 

3,725 

0.718 

5,734 

16,177 

U.  8. 

II 

1870, 

3,948 

7,442 

5,642 

17,032 

State 

•1 

1875. 

4,156 

1,726 

0,155 

4,004 

19,101 

The  number  of  married  women,  living  in  1875,  (including  all  who  are  or 
have  been  married,)  with  the  number  of  births  to  each  mother:— 


ve  Born,  y 

ainti 

ree. 

Ho 

lbrc 

ok. 

Quincy. 

Randolph. 

Number 
of 

lgn  do. 

Total. 

ve  Born. 

o 

6 

veBorn. 

lgn  do. 

re  Born. 

d 
•a 

f 

Cliilriron. 

a 

a 

K 

Fore 

♦» 
m 

A 

£ 

3 

to 

Fore 

3 

'A 

1 

i 

Ouo, 

142 

29 

171 

01 

5 

60 

225 

69 

294 

112 

19 

131 

Two, 

125 

25 

150 

56 

12 

68 

229 

85 

314 

93 

21 

114 

Three, 

86 

27 

113 

40 

9 

49 

195 

76 

271 

92 

22 

114 

Four, 

80 

30 

110 

34 

4 

38 

158 

61 

219 

03 

33 

95 

Five, 

51 

30 

81 

14 

8 

22 

108 

75 

183 

38 

37 

75 

Biz, 

33 

22 

55 

10 

10 

07 

73 

139 

33 

38 

71 

Seven, 

14 

21 

35 

10 

4 

14 

48 

60 

106 

30 

25 

55 

Eight, 

18 

17 

35 

9 

7 

10 

60 

39 

99 

20 

30 

50 

Nine, 

13 

20 

33 

0 

5 

11 

34 

35 

69 

10 

20 

30 

Ten, 

15 

9 

24 

5 

5 

23 

23 

45 

6 

23 

28 

Kleven, 

1 

5 

6 

2 

1 

3 

7 

17 

24 

3 

7 

9 

Twelve, 

2 

6 

8 

4 

4 

3 

8 

11 

3 

7 

10 

Thirteen, 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

11 

7 

7 

Fourteen, 
Fifteen, 

1 

1 

3 

3 
1 

3 
3 

1 

2 
1 

2 
3 

Sixteen, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Seventeen, 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Twenty, 

1 

1 

Total  mothers, 

582  243 

825 

252 

55  307 

1163  633  1795 

504  291 

795 

Total  married  wo 

984 

451 

2118 

5)65 

•  Holbrook  was  Incorporated  In  1872,  Quincy  In  1788  and  Randolph  iu  1/93. 
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Nativities  with  ages,  in  1875.  (Aliens  lnclnde  all  foreign-bora  males  above 
twenty  years  of  age  not  naturalized):— 

Under  10  yrs.    10  to  14.     15  to  20.     Above  20.  Aliens. 

BRAINTREK. 

Horn  in  town  named, 
Other  towns  in  Ma 
Other  States, 
Foreign  countries, 

Total,  i  ■    r,'.       iiM   i.m     >m  -is    11-hi  i  r;s 

HOIjBROOK. 

Horn  in  town  namoil, 
Other  towns  in  Mass., 
Other  States, 


Total, 


i  in  town  named, 
Other  towns  in  Mass., 


s 

"3 
S 

■ 

S 

-a 

a 

i 

i 
1 

Females. 

S 

1 

• 

£ 

Males. 

Females. 

2m 

311 

74 

70 

112 

91 

.174 

307 

84 

110 

50 

63 

83 

105 

.144 

21 

21 

0 

9 

22 

17 

136 

102 

27 

13 

10 

in 

21 

35 

•a* 

336 

349 

431 

455 

140 

151 

238 

248 

1190 

1303 

161 

151 

47 

07 

SB 

70 

220 

200 

23 

23 

7 

6 

15 

14 

143 

106 

4 

4 

9 

2 

4 

6 

46 

GO 

4 

2 

3 

2 

9 

4 

102 

n 

1 

1 

2 

192 

184 

06 

77 

91 

94 

613 

509 

020 

042 

251 

217 

293 

275 

636 

597 

222 

187 

95 

67 

131 

131  * 

0TJ2 

722 

45 

44 

30 

31 

77 

54 

414 

419 

52 

48 

45 

48 

79 

100 

1060 
7 

955 

Total, 

939 

921 

421 

383 

580 

560 

RANDOLPH. 

Born  in  town  named, 

325 

317 

149 

171 

191 

188 

408 

396 

Other  towns  in  Mass., 

63 

63 

32 

26 

44 

Gl 

258 

268 

Other  8  tales, 

8 

11 

4 

4 

10 

10 

125 

124 

Foreign  countries, 

8 

7 

7 

10 

19 

10 

382 

375 

Total,  404   398       192  211     264   269     1173  1153 


Tho  place  of  birth  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bruin  tree,  Holbrook,  Quincy  and 
Randolph,  in  1875,  is  shown  In  the  following  table*:— 


Brai 

utree. 

Holl 

>rook. 

Quincy. 

Randolph. 

i 

• 

i  | 

8 

■ 

i 

1 

i 

£ 

i 

£ 

I  1 

s  £ 

Born  in  town  named, 

859 

840 

490 

491 

1GW  1731 

1073  1072 

Other  towns  in  Mass., 

561 

693 

188 

209 

1100  1127 

397  408 

Other  States, 

185 

209 

03 

78 

560  548 

147  149 

Foreign  born, 

394 

416 

118 

85 

1226  1151 

416  403 

Unknown, 

3 

1 

7  - 

614 
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Braintree.      Holbrook.        Quincy.  Randolph. 


i 

'  1 

I  1 

| 

i  l 
1  1 

Total. 

i 

i 

Females. 
Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Born  in  England, 

42  49 

91 

• 

4 

1 

5 

100 

79  185 

14 

0 

Ireland, 

233  249 

182 

157 

54  121 

008  722  1390 

354  342 

am 

Scotland, 

42  SO 

93 

- 

83 

00  143 

2 

3 

B 

Wale*, 

30 

20  03 

Dominion  of  Canada, 

58   Mi  114 

AK 
Ait 

20 

71 

219 

208  427 

32 

42 

74 

Other  British  PoaseasI 

ons,  —  2 

2 

2 

2 

—  2 

1 

3 

4 

France, 

—  5 

5 

18 

4  23 

3 

•1 

Germany, 

9  2 

11 

1 

1 

— 

19 

14  33 

4 

3 

7 

Portugal  and  its  Colonies,    2  — 

2 

2 

1  3 

3 

1 

:t 

Italy, 

15 

1  M 

Sweden  and  Norway, 

2  2 

4 

31 

38  59 

o 

9 

Spain  and  its  Colonies,        3  — 

2 

1 

—  1 

1 

l 

Denmark, 

3  — 

3 

5 

3  7 

Russia,  Poland  &  Finland,  —  — 

1 

1 

6 

3  8 

2 

3 

Holland  and  Brar.il, 

1  - 

1 

1  1 

1 

1 

Switzerland, 

1  - 

1 

2 
3 

1  3 

—  3 

-  4 

Austria, 

Greece  and  Persia, 

4 

Countries  not  designa 

tod,  -  1 

1 

3 

1  4 

At  Sea, 

3 

1  4 

Tlio  ages  of  tho  inhabitant*  of  Braintree,  Holbrook,  Quiucy  am 

1  Randolph, 

for  tho  year  1875,  are  given  in  the  following  tabl 

»: — 

Braintree. 

Holbrook. 

Quincy. 

Randolph. 

Ago. 

• 

i 

i 

1 

• 

3 

! 

S 

6 

3 

1 

£ 

1   III  until, 

0  8 

3 

0 

13 

4 

4 

2  months, 

4  5 

3 

9 

9 

3 

3 

3  " 

1  4 

3 

1 

15 

10 

4 

B 

4  «« 

4  8 

3 

1 

9 

10 

3 

3 

5  " 

4  3 

2 

3 

9 

12 

1 

4 

0  " 

D  4 

4 

1 

10 

13 

7 

0 

7  « 

7  2 

1 

3 

7 

5 

8 

1 

8  " 

B  0 

3 

1 

10 

11 

2 

2 

U  " 

B  1 

4 

3 

7 

4 

10 

4  5 

2 

3 

9 

11  14 

1 

3 

2 

1  year, 

30  30 

9 

8 

71 

87 

40 

44 

3  years, 

44  53 

20 

23 

98 

113 

51 

33 

3  " 

45  44 

25 

21 

114 

100 

31 

54 

4  M 

41)  00 

20 

18 

89 

90 

35 

28 
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Broi 

itree. 

Holbrook. 

Age. 

w 

i 

f 

1 

1 

1 

1 

m 

5  yearn, 

24 

31 

(Ml 

22 

28 

6 

M 

37 

48 

itn 
M 

7 

•1 

44 

38 

17 

20 

H 

•  1 

40 

42 

18 

20 

« 

It 

54 

39 

12 

10 

10 

II 

20 

37 

10 

10 

11 

II 

38 

20 

17 

•21 

12 

II 

33 

32 

0 

12 

13 

II 

M 

44 

10 

20 

II 

•1 

40 

an 

8 

17 

15 

M 

30 

43 

17 

12 

10 

II 

33 

04 

13 

21 

17 

•  I 

43 

40 

13 

14 

IK 

II 

55 

57 

12 

16 

10 

II 

55 

42 

10 

10 

20 

<< 

25 

55 

17 

24 

21 

«• 

28 

48 

15 

8 

22 

«i 

33 

50 

21 

17 

XI 

11 

21 

44 

IK 

M 

24 

M 

35 

27 

17 

J4 

25 

II 

42 

» 

12 

1  a 
18 

20 

H 

23 

31 

i  *■ 
12 

13 

27 

II 

38 

34 

l  i 

14 

13 

28 

II 

47 

3y 

10 

15 

SO 

•1 

20 

30 

9 

13 

ao 

II 

42 

38 

15 

13 

31 

20 

28 

10 

0 

32 

II 

27 

21 

15 

in 

10 

33 

<• 

20 

23 

12 

m\ 

V 

34 

II 

23 

22 

B 

11 

35 

II 

33 

37 

9 

16 

36 

II 

30 

24 

12 

12 

37 

•  I 

25 

33 

13 

80 

38 

II 

2!) 

24 

11 

20 

:ki 

II 

33 

30 

10 

19 

40 

«i 

37 

41 

21 

13 

41 

II 

10 

18 

8 

11 

42 

•  1 

18 

28 

10 

7 

43 

II 

25 

23 

11 

8 

44 

II 

24 

20 

7 

13 

45 

<• 

24 

33 

10 

5 

40 

II 

35 

SO 

9 

9 

47 

II 

12 

20 

7 

8 

48 

II 

34 

29 

11 

8 

G15 


Quincy.  Randolph. 


- 

1 

100 

1 

£ 

104 

9 

43 

2. 
1 

52 

77 

92 

25 

31 

102 

73 

44 

37 

94 

88 

50 

43 

69 

74 

35 

46 

89 

76 

40 

48 

75 

76 

29 

39 

101 

69 

43 

36 

71 

86 

46 

37 

93 

78 

41 

57 

108 

84 

48 

37 

91 

96 

40 

48 

103 

82 

35 

43 

95 

110 

39 

50 

97 

99 

44 

49 

82 

102 

30 

41 

102 

83 

49 

35 

93 

105 

44 

27 

104 

88 

37 

35 

102 

88 

38 

29 

09 

100 

31 

33 

03 

97 

22 

29 

75 

69 

41 

35 

91 

91 

36 

32 

64 

72 

20 

26 

111 

UN! 

39 

40 

40 

53 

25 

27 

65 

59 

28 

30 

73 

58 

24 

26 

49 

51  . 

10 

26 

77 

80 

37 

32 

54 

73 

20 

22 

51 

55 

27 

21 

57 

63 

26 

24 

46 

liO 

14 

21} 

87 

90 

29 

80 

:to 

39 

17 

11 

50 

48 

27 

17 

43 

39 

16 

21 

35 

43 

16 

83 

77 

68 

35 

29 

32 

34 

17 

12 

32 

25 

16 

22 

44 

50 

20 

25 
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Holbrook. 

Quincy. 

Randolph. 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

Age.  i 

J 

»i 

1 

1  1 

i 

% 

& 

m 



1 

—  1 

90     "  — 

1 

Unknown  5 

7 

5 

y 

11 

17 
1  1 



Births  for  1876:- 

Braintree. 

Holbrook. 

Quincy. 

'Randolph. 

Population— State  Consus, 

172i5 

9100 

40M 

Whole  number  of  births, 

IB 

46 

243 

91 

Males, 

43 

24 

114 

Ail 
4!l 

Female*, 

4!) 

nn 
11 

129 

42 

American  parents, 

60 

30 

90 

Mil 

00 

Foreign  parents, 

20 

12 

* 1A 
110 

Si 

Am.  fathers  and  foreign  motl 

Iiers, 

0 

10 

0 

Foreign  fathers  and  Am.  mol 

mem, 

11 

4 

26 

0 

Unknown, 

1 

— 

1 

Marriages  for  1876:— 

Bi 

raintree. 

Holbro< 

)k. 

OuincY. 

Randolph. 

Number  of  couples, 

•IT. 

a 

Q 

go 

in 

UP 

Americans, 

7 

1 

41 

IS 

Foreigners, 

0 

1 

14 

1 

Am.  males  and  foreign  females, 

4 

2 

Foreign  males  and  Am.  females, 

3 

6 

3 

Deaths  for  1870:— 

B 

raintree. 

Holbro 

ok. 

Quincy. 

Randolph. 

Whole  number  of  deaths, 

G3 

31 

164 

60 

Males, 

26 

10 

86 

Females, 

37 

16 

78 

24 

Number  whoso  ages  are  registered 

.  03 

31 

164 

ft* 

00 

Aggregate  age, 
Average  age, 

2274 
30.03 

1021 
32.94 

4986 
30.40 

19H5 
30.0J 

Births  for  eleven  years:— 

• 

B 

raintree. 

Holbro 

ok. 

Quincy. 

Randolph. 

Whole  number  of  births, 

962 

173 

2138 

1404 

477 

93 

1089 

763 

Females, 

481 

80 

1010 

700 

Unknown, 

4 

3 

1 

Births  to  100  persons  living. 

2.11 

2.61 

2.12 

3.20 

Persons  living  to  one  birth, 

47 

40 

47 

31 

79 
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Marriages  for  eleven  years:- 


Bn 

ilntreo.  Holbroolc. 

Quincy. 

III 

uidolnh 

Number  of  couples, 

313 

.  52 

060 

407 

Marriages  to  100  jiersous  living, 

.68 

.75 

.00 

.01 

Persous  living  to  oue  marriage, 

140 

133 

151 

110 

Deaths  for  eleven  years:— 

Bn 

intree.  Holbrook. 

Quincy. 

lit 

uidolph. 

Whole  number  of  deaths, 

714 

too 

1501 

000 

Males, 

353 

C3 

v.n 

4!«0 

Females, 

an 

53 

704 

190 

Unknownj 

4 

Deaths  to  100  persons  living,  1.90 

1.54 

1.40 

2.23 

Persons  living  to  one  death, 

Hi 

05 

07 

45 

Statistics  of  tho  four  towns  that  formerly  cot 

nprisod  tho  town  of  Ilraintroo:— 

Population  and  sex,  1875— 

Hraintreo 

Holbrook 

Ilandol 

Males,  1000 

802 

4508 

2033 

0402 

Females,  2157 

804 

4557 

2031 

0G00 

Total,  4150 

1720 

0155 

4004 

10,101 

Polls  and  voters- 

Native  voters,  82!> 

:m 

1548 

810 

3584 

Naturalized  voters,  170 

.« 

428 

243 

884 

Total,  1005 

4J8 

1070 

105'J 

4408 

Ratable  polls,  1100 

5(W 

2500 

1185 

5453 

Families  and  dwelling-houses 

,  1875- 

H  rain  tree.  1 

folbrook. 

Quincy. 

Randolph. 

Total. 

Dwellings  occupied,  728 

1507 

724 

3380 

Dwellings  uuoccupied,  20 

2 

27 

28 

77 

Total,  748 

320 

1534 

762 

3303 

Families,  020 

411 

1041 

803 

4174 

Size  of  families- 

1     2      3      4  5 

6  7 

8     0  10 

11  12 

13 

14  10 

Praintree,      24   158   1G8  177  140 

08  70 

30   22  13 

5  8 

1  — 

Hoi  brook,        8     SW     80     80  liO 

20  22 

11    11  5 

4  2 

Quincy,         50   270  350  301  328 

214  147 

5*8   40  34 

8  14 

2 

3  7 

Itandolph,      25   150   157    101  143 

00  57 

30   25  17 

10  2 

1 

1  3 

The  numerals  at  the  head  of  the  cc 

ilumus  ind 

icate  the  ni 

tinber  of 

ions  in 

each  family,  the  last  column  having  10  and  over  in  each  family. 
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Value  of  real  and  personal  estate  in  1878:— 


Personal  estate, 
Ueal  estate, 

Total. 


Braintree. 
S837.275 
2,115,075 


Holbrook. 
•  185,750 
800,8*5 


Qnincy.    Randolph.  Total. 
$1,707,200     $640,120  $3,376,4.15 
5,740,200    1,461,330  13,127,050 


$2,052,050      $005,505     $7,447,400  $2,107,450  $16,503,485 


Horses,  Cows,  Sic,  1878— 

Horses,                               »|>  176  656  318  1610 

Cows,                                 Sm  160  540  261  1368 

Sheep,                                28  —  —  —  38 

Acres  of  taxable  land,       8107  4376  8670  5802  26,055 

Dwelling  Honses,                813  447  1,608  760  2,418 

Conjugal  condition— 


Braintree. 

Holbrook. 

Qnincy. 

Randolpb. 

Single  Males, 

1088 

440 

2720 

1148 

"  Females, 

1173 

413 

2430 

1066 

Married  Males, 

818 

1747 

810 

"  Females, 

811 

303 

1735 

810 

Widowed  Males, 

85 

27 

118 

66 

Females, 

168 

57 

371 

153 

Divorced  Males, 

8 

4 

0 

'«  Females, 

5 

1 

12 

'-' 

Number  of  scbools,  expense,  attendance,  &c.:— 

1838-0.*  Braintree.      Qnincy.  Randolpb. 

Valuation,  $308,740.14    $528,801.25  $410,612.50 


Sam  raised  by  tax  for  support  of  scbools,        1,000.00  2,200.00  1,800.00 

No.  scholars  in  tbe  public  scbools,  (summer),  411  753  644 

(winter),  421  556  620 

Av.  attendance  in  the       "         (summer),  201  400  488 

(winter),  307  417  458 

No.  children  l»otweeu  4  and  16  years  of  ape,  545  820  840 

No.  male  teachers  (snmroer),  —  4  2 

(winter),  7  5  0 

No.  female  teachers  (summer),  0  i;  n 

(winter),  I  2  — 

No.  public  schools,  7  10  o 


*  It  was  about  this  period  that  Horace  Mann  began  his  noblo  effort  to  bring 
mothod  out  of  chaos  in  tbe  public  schools  of  the  State,  which  Anally  resulted  so  favor- 
ably to  the  great  advancement  of  education,  and  the  first  report  of  the  Sure  Board  of 
Education  was  Issued.  Wegivo  bore  a  Hut  of  text  books  used  in  the  schools  of  Qnincy 
in  1I38|  which  Illustrates  the  course  of  studies  pursued  in  ourschooli:— 

Child's  Companion,  National  Selling  Hook,  Worcester's  and  Walker's  Dictionaries, 
Mlble,  Emerson's  1st,  2d  ami  3d  Class  Books,  National  Header,  Piorpout'a  First  Class 
Book,  Parker  and  Fox's  Grammar,  Peter  Parley's  Geography,  Olney's  do.  and  Atlas, 
Arithmetics,  North  American  1st,  2d  and  3d  parts,  and  Adam's,  Bailey's  Algebra. 
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1847-8. 

Braintree. 

Quincy. 

Randolph. 

Valuation, 

$531,786.00 

$912,105.00 

$787,015.00 

Sum  raised  by  tax  for  support  of  i 

2,000.00 

3,330.00 

2,000.00 

Appropriation  for  each  child  bet? 

reen  4  and 

16  years  of  age, 

3.03 

3.08 

2.03 

No.  scholars  in  the  public  schools  (summer), 

511 

■1MB 

7ol 

M             "  «« 

(winter), 

536 

975 

623 

Av.  attendance  in  the 

(summer), 

360 

689 

506 

II                     II  M 

(winter), 

422 

686 

558 

No.  children  between  4  and  1G  years  of  age, 

663 

1082 

984 

No.  male  teachers  (summer), 

6 

1 

(winter), 

9 

0 

7 

11 

7 

11 

(winter), 

1 

7 

3 

No.  public  schools, 

11 

13 

13 

1857-8. 

Br 

Quincy. 

Itandolph. 

Valuation  in  1850, 

$1,054,783.30  $2,085,025.38  J 

!1,C63,428.25 

Sum  raised  by  tax  for  support  of  schools,  3,000.00 

8,585.00 

4,200.00 

Appropriation  for  each  child  between  5  and 

15  years  of  ago, 

5.093 

6.543 

3.497 

No.  scholars  in  the  public  schools 

i  (summer), 

628 

1260 

1015 

ii           it  it 

(winter), 

629 

1225 

969 

Av.  attendance  in  the  11 

(summer), 

458 

997 

742 

(winter), 

511 

1013 

809 

No.  children  between  5  and  15  yei 

irs  of  age, 

648 

1312 

1213 

No.  male  teachers  (summer), 

7 

1 

"  (winter), 

5 

6 

10 

No.  female  teachers  (summer), 

12 

14 

18 

"           "  (winter), 

8 

15 

10 

No.  public  schools, 

13 

20 

10 

1807-8. 

Braintroo. 

Quincy. 

Randolph. 

Valuation, 

$1,582,530.00  $3,833,508.00  $2,925,254.00 

Sum  raised  by  tax  for  support  of  schools.  5,000.00 

16,558.53 

10,000.00 

Appropriation  for  each  child  bet* 

reen  5  and 

15  years  of  age, 

5.917 

10.704 

6.775 

No.  scholars  in  the  public  schools  (summer), 

752 

1548 

1242 

ii           M  ii 

(winter), 

686 

1507 

1176 

Av.  attendance  in  the 

(summer), 

594 

1191 

1050 

ii             ii  ii 

(winter), 

BBS 

1210 

942 

No.  children  between  5  and  15  years  of  age, 

845 

1534 

1476 

No.  male  teachers  (summer), 

1 

6 

4 

'«          "  (winter), 

3 

0 

4 

No.  female  teachers  (summer), 

17 

25 

21 

(winter). 

13 

25 

21 

No.  public  schools, 

17 

25 

25 

zed  by  Google 
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DRAINTREE.  1876-7.# 
Valuation  In  1876,  $2,844,350 
8um  raised  by  tax  for  schools,  including  wages  of  teachers,  board, 

fuel  and  care  of  fires  and  school-room,  6,800 
Appropriation  for  each  child  between  5  and  15  years  of  age,  $9,732 

No.  scholars  in  tho  public  schools  daring  the  year,  723 

Av.  attendance  in  the      "                 "  H* 

No.  children       "         M        between  5  and  15  years  of  age,  741 

No.  of  different  female  teachers  employed  during  the  year,  19 

«        «         male        "          "                  "  2 

No.  public  schools,  13 

IIOLBROOK  (formerly  East  Randolph).  1876-7. 

Valuation,  $940,300 
Bum  raised  by  tax  for  schools,  including  wages  of  teachers,  board, 

fuel  and  care  of  fires  and  school-room,  5,000 
Appropriation  for  each  child  between  6  and  15  years  of  ago,  $13.63 

No.  scholars  in  the  publio  schools  during  the  year,  393 

Av.  attendance  in  the      "                 M  301 

No.  children       "          "        between  6  and  15  years  of  age,  378 

No.  of  different  femalo  teachers  employed  during  the  year,  12 

»        •«         male        "          "                "  2 

No.  public  schools,  8 

QUINCY.  1876-7. 

Valuation,  $7,533,1*5 
Sum  raised  by  tax  for  schools,  including  wages  of  teachers,  board, 

fuel  and  care  of  fires  and  school-room,  25,000 
Appropriation  for  each  child  between  5  and  15  years  of  age,  $14.97 

No.  scholars  in  the  public  schools  during  the  year,  1784 

Av.  attendance  in  tho      "                  "  1401 

No.  children        "          "        botwoon  5  and  15  years  of  age,  1070 

No.  of  different  female  teachers  employed  during  the  year,  38 

"                  male        "         "                 "  1 

No.  public  schools,  35 

RANDOLPH.  1876-7. 
Valuation,  $2,104,510 
Sum  raised  by  tax  for  schools,  including  wages  of  teachers,  board, 

fuel  and  care  of  fires  and  school-room,  8,600 
Appropriation  for  each  child  between  5  and  15  years  of  age,  $10,017 

No.  scholars  In  the  public  schools  during  the  year,  718 
Av.  attendance  in  the      "  M 

No.  of  different  female  teachers  employed  during  the  year,  15 

male        "          M                "  2 

No.  public  schools,   17 


•  In  tills  decade  tho  table  for  summer  and  winter  schools  Is  omitted.  As  they, 
for  tho  first  time  slnco  thoso  educational  Institutions  wore  established  In  Colonial  times, 
wore  all  emerged  Into  yearly.  Instead  of  six  months  schools.   Although  for  years  pre*!- 
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Illiterates  in  1875:— 


Braintroe.     Holbrook.         Qulncy.  Randolph. 


dd  i 


'A 


4 


Males  10  to  15  years,  32     4-11.81  9  li-C 

8     7  15  2—8 

Males  16  to  19  years,  13      4     —     11  —     5  5  —     2  2 

Females   "  3     2      4     —   —   —  1     8  9  2  —  3 

Males  20  and  21  years,   17  8  31  ? 

Females    "         "  —    2      2-   --  2    3  4   — 

Males  above  21  years,  0  G7    78      1   33  24  19  198  217  9  55  64 

Females   "       **  8  121    139     —   13   13  13  300  313  3  107  110 

Total  illiterates,  21  197   318      1   37   38  51  538  579  24  UK  189 

Cannot  read,  _______  1     J  3  —   -  — 

Cannot  write,  10  49    59     —     4     4  33  109  l.'tt  15  00  75 

Cannot  read  nor  write,  11  148   159      1   33   34  37  417  444  9  105  114 


It  may  bo  of  interest  to  many  to  know  tbo  lnetliod  by  wbicb  tbo  tuxes  were 
assessed  at  tbe  organization  of  tbo  town,  as  well  as  to  ascertain  its  value  at  that 
period.    For  this  reason  wo  bave  given  tbe  official  from  the  original  tux-book. 

It  appears  that  the  system  adopted  by  the  Selectmen  and  Assessors  of  tho 
town  of  Quincy  at  tbe  separation  in  1792,  in  assessing  tbe  town  tax  was  based 
on  an  extreme  undervaluation,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  official  state- 
ment, vis: — 

Whole  amount  of  real  estate  in  the  town  as  apprised  by 

the  Assessors,  was 
Amount  of  persoual  estate, 

Total  15   17  0 

Whole  number  of  polls,  193. 

The  relative  largest  amount  of  money  received  by  taxation  for  town  expenses 
was  collected  from  the  poll  taxes,  which  was  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  per 
head.  It  also  appears  that  one-half  mill  on  a  dollar  was  tho  basis  upon  which 
the  taxes  were  assessed.  The  star  (*)  indicates  the  ]>ersons  upon  whom  only 
u  poll  tux  was  assessed;  the  dagger  (t)  denotes  tho  paymont  of  two  |x>ll  taxes; 
u  doiiblo  dagger  (()  indicates  the  payment  of  three  poll  taxes.  This  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  custom  of  that  day  in  assessing  the  polls  of  male  servants,  or 
farm  bauds,  to  their  masters  or  principals,  who  were  obliged  to  pay  them.  Tins 
control  of  masters  over  their  servants  was  Die  last  relics  of  feudalism,  which 
rapidly  disappeared  before  the  refulgent  rays  of  the  sun  of  civilization,  and 
manhood  assumed  its  supremacy. 


£    s.  n. 
12     9  4 
3     7  8 


ArrKNDix. 


Names. 

• 

Tax 

Tax  on 

s. 

D. 

s. 

.A  147. 

n. 

Hon.  John  Adams, 

9 

6 

0 

3 

l*cter  B.  Adams,  Esq., 

3 

0 

2 

ft 

Ditto  for  Paul  Baxter's  place, 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Boylston  Adams,* 

James  Apthorp, 

0 

0 

o 

2 

Widow  Grexzill  Apthorp, 

1 

G 

o 

0 

Ebenezor  Adams, 

0 

5 

o 

4 

Josiah  Adams, 

0 

8 

o 

4 

Heirs  of  Dea.  Ebeuezer  Adams, 

2 

0 

0 

3 

William  Adams, 

3 

3 

0 

4 

Be  tor  Adams, 

1 

7 

0 

3 

Macajah  Adams, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Jododiah  Adams,  . 

1 

0 

0 

3 

Joseph  Ncal  Arnold, 

1 

0 

0 

a 

Daniel  Arnold, 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Deacon  Benjamin  Bass,  J 

2 

1 

0 

2 

John  Bass,* 

Ensign  Samuel  Bass, 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Joseph  Bass,  2d,} 

Jonathan  Boss,t 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Soth  Bass,* 

Lieut  Samuel  Bass, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Moses  Black, 

12 

0 

0  10 

Copt.  Joseph  Baxter,  t 

4 

8 

1 

G 

Lieut.  Jonathan  Baxter,} 

2 

4 

0 

0 

Ditto  for  John  Hollis'  place, 

0 

9 

0 

0 

Copt.  Thompson  Box  tor,  t 

3 

3 

0 

0 

Edward  W.  Baxter,} 

l 

3 

0 

2 

Copt.  Daniel  Baxter, 

5 

0 

1 

0 

Hannah  Baxter, 

0 

8 

0 

0 

Capt.  Beujamin  Beale, 

10 

0 

0 

6 

Benjamin  Beale, Esq., 

n 

0 

10 

7 

Joseph  Beale, 

2  10 

0 

3 

David  Bass, 

l 

0 

0 

1 

Nathaniel  Beale, 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Jonathan  Beale,* 

Ditto  for  Greudal  Bawson's  place, 

0 

5 

0 

0 

John  Billings,} 

3 

0 

f) 

3 

Col.  Edmund  Billings,} 

4 

0 

0 

6 

Ditto  for  Benjamin  Billings,  Esq., 

0 

8 

0 

0 

Edmund  Billings,  Jr.,* 

Nedibiah  Bent,} 

0  11 

0 

2 

Frederick  Billings,* 

James  Baxter— a  negro,* 

Capt  Moses  BrackeU, 

a 

2 

0 

U 

G23 


Value 
Ilea 

of 

Value  of 

£  8. 

D. 

£  S.  D. 

8  0 

0 

0  4  6 

8  1 

n 

2  3  11 

0  17 

7 

0   0  0 

0  13  2 

0  2  11 

1   0  4 

0  0  0 

0  7  4 

0  6  10 

0  11  8 

0  5  10 

2  3  10 

0  4  6 

2  17  1 

0  5  10 

1   7  10 

0   4  C 

0   1  0 

0   0  0 

0  17  7 

0  2  11 

1  10  U 

0   4  6 

0  0  0 

0   7  4 

1  10  7 

0  2  11 

2  12  8 

0   4  6 

0  13  2 

0   1  6 

0  7  4 

0  0  0 

10  10  8 

0  14  8 

4   1  11 

0  14  8 

2   1  0 

0  8  9 

0  13  2 

0   0  0 

2  17  1 

7   0  0 

1    1  11 

0  2  11 

4  7  10 

0  17  7 

0  11  8 

0   0  0 

8  16  7 

0  8  9 

10  10  8 

0  15  10 

2   0  0 

0  4  6 

0  17  7 

0   1  6 

0  0  0 

0  2  11 

0  7  4  0  0  0 

2  12  8  0  5  10 

3  10  3  0  8  9 
0  11  8  0  0  0 

0  10  1  0  2  11 


1  18   1         0  13  2 
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frax  on      Tax  on      Value  of        Value  of 

Real  Pergonal 
Katate.  EaUte. 


Moses  Bracket*,  Jr.* 
Lieut.  Peter  Bracket*, 
Ditto  for  i  of  his  father's  farm, 


i  Braekett,t 
Ditto  for  Veaey  and  Domett'*  land, 
James  Bracket*,  Jr., 
Cap*.  Joseph  Brackett.t 
Ebenezer  Brackett, 
Cap*.  Samuel  Brown,  t 
Lieut.  Peter  Bicknell, 
Lemuel  Bad  cock, 


Ditto  for  Benjamin  Baal's 
Seth  Burroll,t 
Josiah  Baas,* 


William  Baxter, 
Blchard  Cranch,  Esq., 
Capt.  James  Clark,  t 
Alpheus  Carey, 
Ditto  for  Vircbild  lands, 
Joseph  Cleverly,  2d,t 
Benjamin  Cleverly,  2d,* 


A 
U 

a 
o 

n  n 

0  11  8 

0  0  0 

2 

2 

0  0 

1  18  1 

0   8  9 

0 

5 

0  o 

0  7  4 

0  0  0 

6 

4 

2  JO 

5  11  2 

2  9  9 

0 

4 

0  0 

0   6  10 

0   0  0 

0 

0 

0  2 

0  0  0 

0  2  11 

1 

8 

0  3 

1   0  3 

0  4  3 

0 

0 

2  0 

0  0  0 

1  13  1 

1 

3 

0  6 

1   1  11 

0  8  9 

s 

G 

1  0 

4  16  7 

1  10  0 

0 

6 

0  3 

0  8  9 

0  4  8 

0 

8 

0  4 

0  11  8 

0   5  10 

3 

0 

0  0 

2  12  8 

0  0  0 

» 

3 

0  1 

0  2  11 

0    1  G 

0 

6 

0  1 

0   8  9 

0  16 

0 

6 

0  6 

0  8  9 

0  8  9 

9 

8 

2  2 

2  6  10 

1  18  1 

3 

4 

0  4 

2  18  0 

0  6  10 

8 

I 

0  4 

7  2  0 

0   5  10 

0 

G 

0  0 

0  8  9 

0  0  0 

2 

3 

0  2 

1  19  C 

0  2  11 

1  3 
0  4 


.Cleverly,  0  * 

Jonathan  Cleverly,* 
John  Cleverly, 
I^eonard  Cloverly,* 
Thomas  Cleverly,  Jr.,  t 
Ditto  for  Charloa  Nowcomh'a  land,      0  4 
Joseph  Cleverly,  Jr.,* 
Eben  Crane,* 
Nedde  Curtis,* 
Samuel  Co  pel  and,* 
Daniel  Crane,* 

William  Chandler,  0  3 

Eliphalet  Chandler,  «  1 

Thomas  Cook,* 

William  Coze,  0  0 

John  Copeland,* 
James  Dorren,* 
Lemuel  Dwelle* 
John  Dill,* 

James  Faxon,  Jr.,  0  0 


0  0 

0  5  10 

0  0  0 

0  10 

1   1  11 

0  14  8 

0  2 
0  0 

0  5  10 
0  G  10 

0  2  11 
0  0  0 

0  0 
0  0 

0  4  5 
0  1  G 

0  0  0 
0  0  0 

0  2 

0  0  0 

0  2  11 

0  3 

0  0  0 

0  4  6 

A 
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Tax  on 

Tax  on 

Value  of 

»  Riun  ui 

Names. 

Heal 

Personal 

Kcvil 

Personal 

Estate. 

Estate. 

Estate. 

Kb  tat*. 

s. 

D. 

a. 

V. 

£  S. 

D. 

Ask 

£  s.  V. 

iMtto  ior  \  ■rcnuu  s  1  aMuro, 

0 

mm 

5 

A 

0 

A 

0 

0  7 

4 

AAA 

0    0  0 

j 'hwj  ior»ionn  y\ci»nj5  J? arm, 

7 

0 

A 

0 

u 

0   2  11 

0  JJ  £> 

Will  Urn  KinM 

1 

0 

A 

0 

A 

1  10 

9 

n   n,  n 
u   o  v 

A 

0 

0 

A 

2 

0  13 

2 

n   9  11 

U     i  II 

0 

6 

0 

1 

0  7 

4 

n   i  r. 

0 

<  * 

3 

0 

1 

0  4 

5 

Aft! 
M     1  o 

2 

V 

Q 

2  8 

3 

Ditto  for  I  Vn  ni  in 'in*  4  IM'irr* 

i     ill    '   IUI    J  l.Illlllllitll  o   X  Hilt?, 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0   5  10 

n  n  n 
u   o  u 

Samuel  Field  • 

.lamps  Field 

0 

1 

A 

0 

0 

0  1 

6 

A  n  o 

W    U  V 

Jacob  Fowle  • 

William  Clover, 

o 

K 

0 

4 

a  M 

7 

n  r>  in 

('tllll    Klislia  (ilnvnr  1 

i 

0 

l» 

8 

0  17 

7 

n  1 1  u 

Oil  IF 

UUBIIlll  1  Minn, 

1 

4 

0 

3 

1  3 

5 

0    4  o 

\"  ■  1  M  1  '  1  1  I  1  i  ■  )     t  1  Iftt'AP 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0  0 

0 

ft     1  A 

U    7  4 

l,IMM)  vJlUVdrv| 

3 

6 

0 

9 

3  1 

6 

A    1 1  O 

0  13  2 

.Inlifi  1  1  litvnr  9 

vviiii  *tiu\crt 

injur)  J  iirnrr  \tt\yf 

0 

8 

0 

2 

0  11 

8 

A       II  H 

0    2  11 

i. in  mi  /el  >cwy  *>**Jt 

li.t.t.    II. ill  I 

•  r Oil t|   I  |  al  1 ,  | 

4 

0 

0 

4 

a  io 

.1 

0   5  10 

Kro^It'rick  11  irtwit-U 

0 

0 

0 

Q 

0  0 

0 

nan 

v     O  V 

I  lent  v  ifartuiek 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0  7 

4 

n  t\  ti 

u    U  IF 

Freili  '  i'  ;    Hnrtwirlr  Ir 
x  n  mi  in  n  uuriwicK,  or., 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0  7 

4 

n    ri  n 
U    U  U 

Ilittfl  fur  Dnnnit'a  I'l 

uiiwiur  LfuTimi  a  i  luce, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  8 

9 

A      ft  A 

0    0  0 

Peter  Hart  wick  r 

0 

- 

A 

0 

1 

0  2  11 

A      1  A 

Charles  Hart  wick  * 

Caleb  lluviloii. 

o 

l 

0 

1 

0  1 

<; 

0    1  ft 

Abol  1 1  ;lVtlf»ll 

A 

u 

.i 
- 

0 

n 

0   2  11 

ft    ft  ft 

u  u  u 

Nathaniel  JIayden,  2d,* 

Luke  11  uril,* 

Samuel  Hobart, 

n 

t 

A 

n 
S 

0  1 

6 

0   2  11 

v            a  a 

Joseph  Hunt, 

1 

6 

0 

4 

1  6 

4 

0    15  10 

Autbouy  Hunt, 

•» 
o 

A 

u 

1 

0  4 

5 

n   i  fi 

V     1  u 

lCiitH.li  llurtnn 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0  0 

0 

n  oil 

Thomas  Haskell,* 

John  Hutchings,* 

J  amen  Haywatd, 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0  4 

5 

0   1  G 

Peter  llobnrt,* 

Seth  Joist,* 

• 

William  Jenkins ,• 

• 

Ebenezer  Miller,  Esq., 

1 

8 

0 

3 

1  9 

3 

0  4  7 

Wilson  Marsh,  Jr., 

0 

6 

0 

1 

0  8 

9 

0  16 

Jonathan  Marsh, t 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0  17 

7 

0  2  11 

fteorge  Mcars, 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0   5  10 

0   0  0 

William  Fierce  Meade, 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0  0 

0 

0  2  11 

80 
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Tu  on 

Tax  on 

Value  o( 

Value  or 

Names. 

Rati 

Personal 

Ileal 

Pernonal 

KaUU). 

KiLaU.'. 

Eatate. 

Eatate. 

a.  d. 

a.  d. 

£  a.  Di 

£  a.  d. 

Richard  Newcomb, 

0  4 

0  1 

0  5  10 

0    1  C 

Chariest  Newcomb, 

0  6 

0  0 

0  8!) 

0   8  0 

John  Newcomb, 

0  10 

0  3 

0  14  8 

0    4  5 

EUiiiexcr  Newcomb,  Jr.,* 


John  ltuggles  Newcomb, 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0  1 

G 

0  2 

11 

Jowpb  Nightingale,  t 

0 

1 

0 

2 

o  r 

G 

0  2 

11 

Samuel  Nightingale, 

0 

a 

0 

2 

0  8 

D 

0  '-' 

11 

Kiiaigu  Joha  Nightingale, 

0 

10 

0 

0  14 

8 

0  2 

11 

Kbeneser  Nightingale, 

0 

7 

0 

2 

0  10 

3 

0  2 

11 

Samuel  Nightingale,  2d,* 

ltugglea  Nightingale,* 

Dr.  Thomua  Phippa, 

1 

4 

0 

0 

1  3 

5 

0  13 

2 

Thomaa  Pratt,} 

1 

0 

5 

1  0 

8 

0  7 

4 

John  Pray,} 

0 

U 

0 

3 

0  13 

■J 

0  4 

5 

Johu  l'ope,* 

Benjamin  Pray,  t 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0  7 

4 

0  1 

0 

Joaiah  Pratt, 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0  1 

G 

0  0 

0 

Norton  Qulncr, 

13 

6 

0  10 

11  8 

3 

0  14 

8 

Widow  Ami  Quincy, 

0 

0 

2 

u 

0  0 

0 

1  15 

1 

Ditto  for  Woodland, 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0  17 

7 

0  0 

1) 

Jonathan  ltawaou, 

» 

4 

0 

3 

2  1 

0 

0  4 

5 

William  S|ienr,t 

1 

2 

0 

2 

1  0 

G 

0  2 

11 

Lieut.  Seth  Spear,  t 

4 

U 

1 

4 

3  1!) 

0 

1  3 

5 

Daniel  Spear, 

Zeb  S]>ear,* 

Johu  Sunders, 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0  13 

2 

0  4 

5 

William  Saudera, 

0 

& 

0 

o 

„ 

0  7 

4 

0  2 

11 

lienjamiu  Saudera,* 

Iteiijituiiu  Sitvill, 

0 

5 

0 

2 

0  7 

4 

0  2 

11 

Samuel  Savill,  2d,* 

Ditto  (or  John  Hright'a  Farm, 

20 

0 

0 

3 

1  15 

1 

0  4 

5 

lturnabaa  Swift  at  llickuull'a,* 

Klisha  Turner,* 

Joaeph  Tirrell,  Jr.,* 

Natliau  Tirrell,* 

Ditto  (or  Dr.  Greenleaf'a  place. 

1 

10 

0 

3 

1  12 

a 

m 

0  4 

5 

Joaiah  Veaey,* 

William  Veaey, 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0  13 

2 

0  0 

0 

Widow  Sarah  Veaey, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0  0 

0 

0  8 

'J 

Lluut.  Klijah  Veaey,  Jr.*, 

1 

7 

0 

10 

1  7 

10 

0  14 

8 

Widow  Mary  Veaey, 

0  13 

0 

1 

1  1 

11 

0  1 

6 

Kbenezer  Veaey,* 

Mottrtim  Veaey,* 

Deucou  Jouuthan  Webb, 

•> 

ji 

6 

G 

G 

2  3 

11 

5  14 

1 

Thomas  Welch.*    Lemuel  Withlngton.* 
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Non-reaideut  taxpayers  wlio  resided  in  the  town  of  Brain  tree:— 


Name*. 

No.  of  Acres. 

Value. 

Tax. 

IK 

s. 

h* 

Rhcnexcr  Thayer,  Esq., 

38 

n 

7  4 

II 

II 

f  ;alcb  Hobart, 

0 

4  5 

0 

0 

•  > 

3 

Adam  Hobart, 

7 

0 

2  11 

il 

0 

A 

A 

Joshun  Hobart, 

n 

0 

1  G 

D 

0 

1 

Samuel  Curtis, 

ii 

0 

2  11 

0 

0 

2 

Adam  Curtis, 

il 

0 

1  G 

0 

0 

1 

fledeon  Thayer, 

4 

0 

4  5 

0 

0 

3 

Richard  Thayer, 

2 

0 

2  11 

0 

0 

2 

Benjamin  Thayer, 

2 

0 

1 

2  11 

t\ 
U 

n 

Simeon  Thayer, 

II 

0 

1  0 

O 

n 

f 
* 

Abraham  Thayer, 

3 

0 

2  11 

A 

u 

A 

n 
* 

T-ovi  Wild, 

3 

0 

2  11 

•  1 

A 

I 

ften.  Ebene7,er  Thayer,  Jr.,  Esq., 

2(1 

0 

8  0 

0 

A 

0 

A 

G 

Elkana  Thayer, 

.10 

0  10  3 

0 

0 

7 

Ditto  as  guardian  of  Anon  Hnyden's  children,  2 

0 

1  G 

0 

0 

1 

Asaph  Faxon, 

2 

0 

2  11 

0 

o 

2 

Joseph  Spear, 

n 

0 

ft  10 

o 

0 

I 

4 

Seth  Turner,  Jr., 

40 

0  13  2 

0 

0 

!l 

.fames  Holbrook, 

2 

0 

1  G 

0 

0 

1 

I>r.  Ephraim  Wales, 

2 

o 

2  11 

0 

0 

2 

Joseph  White,  Jr., 

3 

0 

4  5 

0 

n 

3 

Major  Benjamin  Hayden, 

17 

0 

ft  10 

0 

0 

4 

Solomon  White, 

2 

0 

2  11 

0 

o 

3 

Widow  Mary  Holbrook, 

2 

0 

1  6 

0 

0 

1 

James  Holbrook, 

2 

0 

1  G 

0 

l 

Moses  Holbrook, 

0 

1  G 

0 

0 

1 

Capt  Nebemiah  Holbrook, 

2 

0 

i  r, 

II 

A 

II 

l 

Heirs  of  Tchabod  Holbrook, 

3 

0 

2  11 

A 

0 

A 

2 

('apt.  Thomas  Hollis,  Jr., 

3 

0 

2  11 

0 

A 

o 

A 
* 

Ensipn  John  Hollis, 

in 

0 

ft  0 

IF 

'  1 

o 

Samuel  Bass,  Esq., 

r» 

0 

5  10 

0 

>< 

0 

i 

4 

Jonathan  Holbrook, 

2 

0 

1  G 

A 

u 

u 

■ 
l 

Heirs  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Belcher, 

2 

0 

1  G 

0 

0 

1 

Samuel  Belcher, 

2 

0 

1  0 

0 

0 

1 

Hobarl  ('lark. 

2* 

0 

2  11 

0 

0 

'J 

Major  John  Holbrook, 

2 

0 

1  0 

0 

0 

1 

Reuben  (or  Uufns)  Thayer, 

2 

0 

i  n 

0 

0 

1 

Thomas  I'etinimnn,  Esq., 

3 

0 

2  11 

0 

0 

2 

Major  Stephen  Penniman, 

2 

0 

1  G 

0 

0 

1 

Deacon  Samuel  Holbrook, 

3 

0 

2  11 

0 

0 

2 

Lemuel  Vesey, 

3 

0 

3  0 

0 

0 

2 

Ebenezer  Netrcomb, 

3 

0 

2  11 

0 

0 

2 

Deacon  Moses  French, 

(5 

0 

ft  10 

0 

0 

4 

Benjamin  White, 

2 

0 

1  G 

0 

0 

1 
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Names.  Mo.  of  Acres.        Value.  Tax. 


£  s.  n. 

£ 

s. 

D. 

Capt.  Silos  Wild, 

B 

0   4  0 

0 

0 

3 

Jonathan  Wild, 

2 

0  16 

0 

0 

1 

Azariah  Faxou, 

2 

0   1  0 

0 

0 

1 

Caleb  Faxon, 

4 

0  4  5 

0 

0 

s 

William  Bowditch, 

4 

0  2  11 

0 

0 

2 

Zacliarinh  M.  Thayer, 

107 

0  10  0 

0 

1 

1 

William  Harmon, 

15 

0   2  11 

0 

0 

2 

Capt.  James  Faxon, 

20 

0  2  11 

0 

0 

2 

Daniel  Loring, 

2 

0  2  11 

0 

0 

s 

Inhabitant*  of  Milton— 

Edward  H.  Bobbins,  Esq.,  for  Dr.  Elliot 

Ilawson's  heirs, 

20 

0   7  4 

0 

0 

5 

1  Ii  i rs  of  Lancelott  Peirce, 

80 

0  1G  1 

0 

0 

11 

William  Pcirce, 

10 

0  4  5 

0 

0 

3 

Capt.  William  Peirce, 

3 

0    1  0 

0 

0 

1 

Lieut.  Charles  Peirce, 

25 

0   8  U 

0 

0 

a 

I^muel  Davis  Peirce, 

15 

0   4  5 

0 

0 

3 

Samuel  Vose  and  Wodsworth, 

18 

0   2  11 

0 

0 

3 

Col.  Ebonezer  Williams, 

30 

0   8  1) 

0 

0 

G 

Henry  Smith, 

100 

1   7  10 

0 

1 

■ 

1 

Isaac  Tucker, 

15 

0   2  11 

0 

0 

2 

Edward  H.  Bobbins,  Esq,,  bought  of  Dr. 

Spraguo  and  Mr.  Bower*, 

900 

0  12  1 

0 

1 

8 

Heirs  of  deaseniuh  Sumuer, 

14 

0   4  5 

0 

0 

3 

Heirs  of  Col.  William  Taylor, 

GO 

0  Hi  1 

0 

0  11  • 

Heirs  of  Mahitabie  Calef, 

20 

0   2  11 

0 

0 

2 

Capt.  John  Ruggles, 

11 

0   4  5 

0 

0 

3 

Heirs  of  Araariah  Blake, 

12 

0  4  5 

0 

0 

3 

Widow  Tbankful  Pitcher, 

30 

0  8  0 

0 

0 

G 

Col.  Joseph  Vose, 

38 

0  10  3 

0 

0 

7 

Jeremiah  Tucker, 

30 

0   8  9 

0 

0 

0 

David  Tucker, 

21 

0   4  4 

0 

0 

:< 

QitttiiUal    '1 v  i  1  i    I.  ■  >  r 
OlllllUUl    1  Ml  hi  1, 

on 

If     U  JU 

n 

u 

0 

4 

Patrick  Jeffery, 

50 

0  13  2 

0 

0 

8 

Dorrhpflter — Cant  Oliver  Uilli nes 

l_j  \J  |  V'  1 1  votvl             *•  1  *  w#    ™     ij  w  wa    *  '  a  ■  a  a  uaw0| 

20 

0  10  3 

A 
w 

0 

7 

Enoch  Clover, 

20 

0  5-10 

0 

0 

4 

Heirs  of  Ezra  Glover, 

10 

0   2  11 

0 

0 

3 

Enos  Blake, 

10 

0   2  11 

0 

0 

2 

Jesse  Fenno, 

1G 

0  7  4 

0 

0 

5 

Ebonezer  Buker, 

25 

0   8  0 

0 

0 

G 

Bernard  Capen, 

20 

0  5  10 

0 

0 

4 

Boston— Samuel  Wells, 

30 

0   8  9 

0 

0 

G 

Dr.  James  Pecker, 

20 

0  4  5 

0 

0 

3 

Sloughton— Heirs  of  Capt.  Nathauicl  Wales, 

5 

0  4  5 

0 

0 

3 
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Names.                                No.  of  Acre*.        Value.  Tax. 

£  8.  D.  £  8.  D. 

Weymouth— Capt.  James  White,                   2            0   1   6  0  0  1 

Richard  Thayer,                       2            0   1  6  0  0  1 

Dedham— Dr.  John  Spraguc,  200  0  17   2  0   1  0 

EBENFZER  MILLER, 
JOnN  HALL 
BENJAMIN  BE  ALE, 


BANKING  INSTITUTIONS. 


The  first  hank  of  circulation  anil  deposit  was  established  in  Qnincy,  in  18.10, 
and  called  the  Qnincy  Stone  Bank.  It  was  a  State  hank,  organized  nnder  the 
State  hanking  laws,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  and  afterwards  increased  to 
$150,000.  In  1804,  the  hank  gave  up  its  State  charter,  and  became  a  national 
hank  nnder  the  United  States  statute,  and  was  called  the  National  Granite 
Bank,  under  which  system  and  name  it  continues  still  to  transact  its  business. 

The  Mount  Wollaston  Bank  wont  into  operation  in  1853,  with  a  capital  of 
$100,000,  and  subsequently  enlarged  it  to  $150,000.  This  bank  was  also  estab- 
lished as  a  State  bank,  and  about  18t*4  adopted  the  national  system,  and  was 
called  the  National  Mount  Wollaston  Bank. 

The  Randolph  Bank  was  chartered  in  1830,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000.  Busi- 
ness had  becomo  so  prosperous  that  an  additional  $50,000  was  added  to  the 
original  capital,  which  has  still  further  beon  increased  to  $200,000.  This  bauk 
also  secured  the  benefits  of  the  national  method  of  banking,  in  1804,  and  under 
it,  organized  as  a  national  hank,  called  the  National  Randolph  Bauk,  which 
bos  been  a  remarkably  prosperous  ami  successful  banking  institution,  having  a 
surplus  of  $200,000. 

Tho  Union  Bnuk  of  Weymouth  and  Rrainlrno  also  transacts  hanking  busi- 
ness with  a  capita)  or  $150,000,  and  was  instituted  as  a  mutual  banking  insti- 
tution between  the  two  towns  of  Weymouth  and  Braintree. 

The  Quincy  Savings  Bank  was  established  in  1845.  The  business  of  the  bank 
was  at  first  carried  on  in  Mr.  Josiah  Brigham**  store  on  Hancock  street,  from 
whence  it  was  transferred  to  the  Quincy  Stone  Bank,  now  the  National  Granite 
Bank.  After  having,  for  a  series  of  years,  transacted  its  business  here  in  con- 
nection with  this  bank,  it  was  finally  removed  to  84  Hancock  street,  where  it  is 
now  aucecssfully  managed  as  a  di.tlinct  institution,  under  a  separate  treasurer. 
In  1877,  its  amount  of  deposit  was  $1,285,040.00. 

The  Randolph  Savings  Bank  was  incorporated  in  April,  1851,  and  is  located 
in  the  same  room  with  the  National  Randolph  Bank,  both  being  in  the  fine 
Turner  Stone  Library  Building.    Amount  of  deposit  in  1878,  $743,000. 

The  Braintree  Savings  Bank  was  incorporated  March  21st,  1870.  Nnmber  of 
corporators,  twenty-two.    Amount  of  deposits  in  Jauuary,  1877,  $70,580.19. 

The  Quincy  Mutual  Kire  Insurance  Company  was  organized  in  March,  1851, 
and  has  transacted  »  large  and  advantageous  business.  Its  cash  fund  Jan.  1st, 
1878,  was  $302,110.58.   Surplus  over  ro-insurauce,  $103,370.05. 
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ERRATA. 


Tiigo  8,  13th  lino. — for  Sept.,  1031,  rend  Dec.,  1030;  Glh  lino  from  bottom,— for 
1034  read  IQ3X. 
"     14,  1st  line,— for  tenth  read  eleventh. 
"    23,  22d  line,-for  13th  read  18th. 

11    rw,  last  lino  of  noto  should  read,  division  of  .1000  acres. 

"  47,  Tlie  words  "Josiuh  alias  Wampatur.k,  hie  10  mnrke,  Ida  0  scale," 
should  bo  taken  from  the  bottom  of  the  left-hand  column  of  note, 
and  placed  at  the  top  of  the  right  haud  column,  he  being  the 
principal  and  uot  u  witue**. 

"    01,  3d  line,— for  twenty-third  read  twenty-second. 

"    09,  'id  Hue  of  note, — for  dipt  read  Captains. 

"    70,  23d  lino  of  note, — for  Luchas  read  Lusher. 

"    71,  1st  liuo  of  note.-for  183ti  read  1837-8. 

"    73,  last  line,— for  1(141,  10th,  read  1045,  HUi. 

"     74,  1st  lino,— for  10th  rent!  11th. 

"    75,  f»th  line,— for  1840  road  1841;  12th  line,— after  the  word  organization 

read  providod  ti'M  is  subscribed. 
"    70,  18th  Hnc.-for  1870  read  1800. 

"    82,  3d  line  from  bottom, — tho  word  James  should  precede  Madisou. 
"    85,  10th  line  from  bottom,— for  Thomas  B.  read  Peter  Boylstou. 
"    80,  2d  line,-for  stilcworks  read  slitwork. 

"     88,  2d  line,— for  Jesse  read  Joseph;  5th  lino,— for  Samuel  read  Lemuel. 
"    8t»,  l!lth  line.-for  l«ob.  12th  read  Jan.  23th;  23d  Hue,— for  Samuel  read 
Lemuel. 

01,  !»Ui  line,— for  Moses  read  Ucnjamiu. 
"    92,  1st  line,- lot  new  read  old. 
"    95,  11th  line  from  bottom,— for  Gth  read  3d. 

90,  0th  line,  -for  60  read  58;  12tb  Hue,- for  March  7th  read  April  4th; 

13th  line,— for  7500  wnight  read  seventy-five  weight. 
"    00.  8th  lino  from  bottom,    for  1800  read  1811;  4th  line  from  bottom,— 

boforo  word  voted,  prefix  date  of  April  2d,  1810. 
"  100,  17lh  lino— for  May  3d  read  Feb.  10th;  23d  Hue,-before  word  voted, 

prefix  date  of  June  28lh. 
•*  103,  18th  liue,-ihe  words  "  thoir  Ageut  for  his  valuable  services"  should 

read,  the  ageuts  for  their  valuable  services  without  compensation ; 

24th  Hue, — for  April  read  May  5th. 
"  105,  l'Jtli  line,— for  Haudeyslde  read  Handasyde. 

"  107,  10th  llne,-for  May  3d,  1841,  read  March  5th,  1839;  27th  Hue, -the 
uauieJoslah  Original  should  follow  that  of  W  illiam  B.  Duggau ; 
29th  line,-for  March  read  May. 


3d  by  Google 


632 


ERRATA. 


Pago  108,  10th  lino,— before  words  "  Thoy  decided  "  prefix  date  of  April  let 
"    114,  2d  lino,-for  Fairfield"*  read  Marshall's. 
"    118,  2d  and  3d  Hues  from  bottom,— for  1000-91  read  1696-7. 
"    142,  4th  line  in  epitaph ,— for  Unper  read  Nuper. 
"   147,  19th  line,— for  top  read  base. 

"   174,  2d  line  from  bottom  of  note.-after  Samuel  Savil  add  «'  to  1824." 
M   175.  last  line  of  text,-for  12th  road  10U». 
"   191,  7th  lino,— for  uintii  read  tenth. 
"   193,  2d  lino  from  bottom  of  text,— for  lGtli  read  17lb. 
"  200,  2d  line,— for  Luther  read  Lusher. 
14  222,  1st  line  of  note— for  Dr.  Marsh  read  Dr.  Morse. 
"   232,  The  second  paragraph  on  this  page  should  be  transferred  to  the  top 
of  page  234. 

"   247,  8th  line,— for  Denniman  read  Penuiman. 

M  201,  9th  line,— for  first  read  second,  as  the  Rev.  Peter  Whitney  was  Rep- 
resentative in  1825.  Whitney  and  Gregory  are  the  only  two  clergy- 
men who  have  represented  the  town  iu  the  State  Legislature  sinco 
its  separation. 

H   262,  20th  line,— for  construct  read  complete;  same  line,   after  the  word 

parsonage  add  (which  had  been  commenced  in  1871). 
"   209,  4th  line, — for  John  read  Samuel. 
"   277,  26th  line,— for  James  read  William  James. 
"   319,  22d  line,-for  1678  read  1678-9. 
"   322,  last  lino,— for  uneasy  road  weary. 
"    329,  3d  line,— for  April  11th  read  Jan.  14th. 

"   330,  4th  Hue,— for  Dec.  8th  read  Nov.  7th;  13th  line,— for  1817  read  1810; 

for  1841  read  1842. 
M   335,  24th  lino,-for  12th  read  26th. 
"   342,  17th  line,— for  Continental  read  Provincial. 
"  348,  10th  line, — for  nineteen  road  seventeen. 

"  394,  3d  Hue,— for  May  24th  read  May  21st;  15th  line—  tho  words  "  with 
six  port  holes"  should  follow  the  word  sloop  iu  the  lino  above. 

"  410,  9th  line  from  bottom  of  text,— for  Edward  Willard,  Josiah  Vesey 
.Baxter,  read  Edward  Willard  Baxter,  Josiah  Vesey. 

"   416,  2d  lino  from  bottom,— for  Cleverly,  E.,  read  Cleverly,  2d. 

"  425,  4th  line  from  bottom,— the  word  aud  omit,  and  add  the  words  Na- 
thaniel Deals. 

"   433,  17th  line,— for  Joseph  read  Lewis;  30th  line,— for  Pearso  Cranch  read 

C.  Pearse  Crauch. 
"  469,  10th  line,— for  Johu  read  James. 
■   493,  10th  line,— before  Mr.  Josselyn  add  John  L.  Souther. 
"   511,  7Ui  lino  of  uoto,— read  Jonathan  and  Samuel  Nowcomb,  brothers, 

and  James  Newcoiub. 
"   516,  5th  liue,-for  pieces  read  parte. 
"   538,  15th  line,— for  property -holders  read  house-holders. 

542,  6lh  line —for  1673  read  1672;  at  the  beginning  of  the  third  paragraph 

prefix  the  date  1674. 
M  648,  16th  line,-for  Alenn  read  Alsun. 


ERRATA. 


G33 


Pago  650,  9th  Hne,-for  four  read  five;  last  Hne,-for  land  meadow  read  land 
and  meadow*. 
"  tVA,  3d  Hue,— for  Dcrmon^read  Dcoring. 

"  nin,  Samuel  C.  Scwall  should  read  Samuel  15. ;  Isaac  N.  Davis  should 
read  Isaac  Davis;  Eleaxar  Wright  should  read  Klizur. 

"  611,  The  vote  of  1H65  should  rend  Alexander  H.  Hulluck,  382;  in  1877, 
John  I.  Ilaker  should  read  Robert  O.  Pitman. 

"  335,  10th  Hue  from  bottom,— for  stove  read  fire-place. 
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Academy,  92j  Adams,  341 ;  Thayer, 
340. 

Accident,  507,531 

Adams,  Academy,  341 :  biographical 
sketch  of  Chnrtas.  57fi:  Chnrlcs  F., 
570;  George  W.,  570;  Jedrdiah,  573; 
.John,  572 ;  John  Q.,  573-  Thomas 
B..  570:  Literary  Association  estab- 
lished, 310. 

Adams',  8amuel,  barber  bill,  .'190. 

Ages  of  Inhabitants  in  1875,  G14. 

Agreements,  betw'n  Boston  and  1  train - 
tree.  U,  32;  between  Weymouth  and 
Brain  tree,  07. 

Agriculture, fdating  to,  100. 

Almshouse,  00,  91,  92,  100^  231. 

Ammunition,  «),  358,  3St>,  KT/j,  554. 

Ann  rut  House,  ,'IIM. 

Anneratlons  of  territory,  82,  100, 
Antinomian  troubles,  182. 
Appropriations,  first  town,  543. 
Assessment  for  arrest  of  Morton,  8, 
Assessors,  first  appointed,  035. 
Assessors'  Book  lot  1792,  022. 


flanking  Institutions,  G251 

Bear  Meadow,  5tL 

Beeswax  Bleacheries,  OOP. 

Bell,  ringing  of  regulated,  89j  new,  00, 
2.30;  repairs  on  '££0. 

BendaWs  Farm,  5JL 

Bills  of  Credit,  551,  002. 

Biographical  Sketches  of  Charles  Ad- 
ams, 570;  Charles  F.  Adams,  570; 
George  \V.  Adams,  070.  Jedediah 
Adams,  573:  John  Adams,  573; 
John  Q.  Adams,  573;  Thomas  B. 
Adams,  570;  Ebcneter  Brackett, 
577 ;  Richard  C ranch,  490:  Ebenezer 
Crosby,  577;  Benjamin  v.  French, 
578;  Edward  Cihbotm.  5<2:  Jonoph 
Couch,  .37";  ThomM  Gn-enleaf.  r.7H; 
.John  Hancock,  ,r>S<);  Henry  Hope, 
584 ;  Samuel  Nigli Ungate,  580 ;  Jos. 
rainier,  480;  Joseph  Pearse  Palmer, 
580;  Edmund  Quincv  (Puritan).  580; 
Edmund  Quincy  (Colonel).  587 ,  Ed- 
mund Quincv  (Judge),  58J;  Edmund 

Quincy  (Merchant),  HO:  Bdmnnd 
Quincy  (son  of  Joniah),  580:  Jacob 
Quincy,  58!);  John  Quincy,  588;  Jo- 
niah  Quincy,  589:  Josiah  Quincy 
(Patriot),  590;  Josiah  Quincy  (Hon.) 
gpj ;  Samuel  Quincy,  590:  Joseph 
Richards.  615;  William  Shirley.  143; 


John  Souther,  495:  Amasa  Stetson, 
349;  Gideon  French  Thayer,  529; 
Rev.  John  Thayer,  272;  Sylvanus 
Thayer,  591 ;  William Tompson,  195; 
George  White,  520j  Mary  White, 
5!  15:  Peter  Whitney,  591:  Solomon 
Willard,  501;  Ebenczcr  Woodward, 
r,:n\. 
Birds,  2,  ELL 

Birthplaces  of   Inhabitants  in  1875, 

013. 

Black's  Brook  and  Creek,  see  Furnace 
brook. 

Boars,  appropriations  for,  5^HL 

Boot  Business,  history  of,  in  Quincy, 

001. 

Boundary  Lines,  103. 
Bounties,  sob  military. 
Bracket,  Ebcu'r,  biographical  sketch  • 
of,  BZZ. 

Braintrce,  cemetery,  154;  census,  Gil 
to  019;  churches,  284;  derivation  of 
name,  JOj  incorporated,  1 1 .  fQj ;  in- 
duntriaTstatipticit,  (KI7 ;  instructions, 
■380;  library,  353;  newspapers,  533- 
post  offico,  180;  schools,  .345 ;  school 
statistics,  019;  Weymouth  Turn- 
pike Corporation,  TJj  banks,  ffiSL 

Bread,  baking  of  prohibited,  KXL 

Bridges,  Captain's,  50;  Hingham  and 
Quincy,  7J_;  Stougnton,  7_0j  Nei»ou- 
set,  GJL  90;  Braintree  and  Wey- 
mouth, 71j  Granite,  ZL. 

Brooks,  Furnace  or  Block's,  55j  Town 
or  Webb's,  55j  Standing  or  Dead, 
ML 

Bulls,  appropriations  for,  550- 
Burial  Urounds,  ace  cemeteries. 


Canals.  1Q4. 

Captam's  Bridge,  and  Plain,  Gfi. 

Cemeteries,  Braintree,  154:  Catholic, 
147:  Episcopal,  141j  Hall,  HO;  Han- 
cock, 99,  103,  lHj  Mount  Wollos- 
tou,  1J8. 

Census  of  Quincy,  Braintree,  Ran- 
dolph and  Holbrook,  Gil  to  018. 
Centennial  Anniversaries,  78.  79.  &L 
Churcfies,  First  (Braintree,  now  Quin- 
cy), 90.  9_L  92^  93,  95»  98,  103,  181, 
541,  542.  519^  Second  (Brain tree), 
284;  Third  (Randolph).  290;  Third 
(Braintree),  288;  Catholic  (Quincy), 
271);  (Randolph),  295;  (Braintree), 
290;  Christ  (QmncTT  245:  Baptist 
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(Quincy),  280;  (Itraintree).  2*1,  2110; 
(Randolph),  ail;  ( Holbrooke  2110; 
Coucre^ulioual  (Orthodox,  Quincy), 
202;  (Holbrook),  2Ui:  Methodist 
(Quincy).  207;  (Hraiiitreo),  281)^ 
(Randolph),  205;  UuiversaTist 
(Quincy),  2M>;  Union  (Weymouth 
ami  liraiiitrce),  2S7. 

Clerk  of  Hie  Writ*,  538,  OSO^  first 
town,  5:111 

Clods,  78,  110. 

Coach  t.i«  <•  business. 

Coehttto,  see  Randolph. 

Cotldington  IauuIs,  donated,  HI 5;  di vi- 
sion of,  315;  first  »p|>li«xl  for  school 
purposes,  317. 

Commissary  Supply, 

C'lmwm,  Ursuliue,  established,  274. 

L'Tli 

C'o»<  of  North  America,  1Q. 

County  Divided,  537,  553. 
Courts,  District,  established,  501 ;  Pro- 
bit  to,  ,■(>] 
Concuuut,  First  Church,  laL 
Cbmt,  ship,  G5. 

Crunch,  Kicharil,  biographical  sketch 
of,  41*1 

Crosby,  Ebenezer,  biographical  sketch 
of,  577. 

Currying,  sketch  of  business  in  Quin- 
cy, ml 


Dead  Brook,  55. 

Deaths,  540,  55iL 

Delusion  of  l'uriiinntcr,  M7. 

D^mlies,  list  of,  tdf.l 

Description  of  the  Town  in  1800,  04;  in 

1878,  05. 
Distance*,  table  of,  ftM, 
Division  of  the  Townjft,  58. 
J.iu<uitiu„s  to  the  Town,  78,  WO, 

423,53a. 

Dress,  regulation  of,  570. 


£orhy  Births,  535;  customs,  508;  mar- 
riages, jgjj ;  deaths,  535;  records, 
535;  settlers.  I  0, 11_,  17^  18. 

Earthquuke,  55GT 

Epitaphs,  110,  154. 

i! j- comn u< /( ica< ^ on  of  James  Faxon, 

ma. 

Expenses  of  John  Adams  to  Continen- 
tal Congress,  £ML 


Fairfield's  Diary,  114,  205. 
/'arms,  see  North  Quincy. 
Ferries,  08,  EL 

A'ircs,  8,  111,  77,  100.  257.  300,  330,  470. 
4S7.  Mil ;  ifrst  action  of  tho  town  "rel- 
ative to,  74,  538. 

Fire  Engines  and  Apparatus,  74,  76, 
70,  TL  7A50L 

First  droit/ 300;  race  course,  173;  set- 
tlers, see  early  settlers. 

Fish,  description  of,  2,  524 ;  business, 
522;  whale  fishery,  523. 


A7/nf,  ITuury,  biographical  sketch,  x. 
Footways,  07,  530. 
Fowl,  descrintion  of.  2. 
I  Frer  Mu*onPy  in  Quincy,  22L 
French,  Reuj.  V'.,  biographical  sketch 

of,  578. 
Furnace  Brook,  54, 

Funerals,  services  prohibited.  112;  first 
prayer  at,  113;  precautious  against 
premature  burials.  15ii 

Gas,  companies  incor|iorated,  73j  first 

ill  Hsu,  'LA. 
Gcnculoyy  of  Tompson  familv,  323. 
Gcrmuntmon  50,  (J7.  'J8,  300,  475,  MB, 
Herman  Settlers,  482 
Gibbons.  Edward,  biographical  sketch 

of.  JtLL 

Glass  Works,  established.  473. 

Gaffe t  t|,e  Koglddo,  Ml,  51L 

GorUm's  arrest  and  imprisonment,  15j 

sell  lenient,  U  , 
Gouch,  Joseph,  biographical  sketch 

of,  :i7»>. 

Gruntl  Army  of  Republic,  31 1 
Granite,  (piarrics,  100.  407;  roil  way, 

I0&  505:  turnpike  and "Dritlge,  7_L 
Great  fenced  fields,  55.  • 
Great  Hill,  308,  .fiM. 

Greenleaf,  Thos.,  biographical  sketch 

of,  5IiL 
Gubernatorial  Elections,  000. 


Half-moon  Island,  08. 

ItniMH-k,  John,   biographical  sketch 

of,  580;  oemetery,  ««,  103,  111:  Light 

Guards,  ii£L 
Hard  Times,  423,  534. 
Hat  Manufactory,  5i£L 
//«!/  Scales,  25. 
M<//»  School,  3:tn 

Holbrook,  census  of,  012;  churches, 
200;  incorporated,  200;  industrial 
statistics,  <i07:  library,  354;  |»oitt 
ollice,  180;  schools.  350:  statistics, 

G22. 

Hope,  Henry,  biographical  sketch  of, 

Horse  Block,  320. 
Hotels,  see  puhlio  houses. 
Hough's  Neck,  60,  67.  '38,  308,  300. 
Hutchinson,   Aim,  see  Antinomian 
troubles. 


/nVooi  Voting,  prohibited,  538. 

Indian  deed,  45;  three  persons  killed 
by,  303;  troubles,  357,  35!),  64!!,  5.-.1 

Industrial  statistics,  OlitL 

Inhabitants  in  1875,  ages  of.  014 :  birth- 
place  of,  013;  births,  017;  births  for 
11  years  previous.  017 :  census  of, 
012.  017;  deaths  of,  GI7;  deaths  for 
11  years  previous,  G18;  marriages, 
fill ;  marriages  for  11  years  previous, 
018 ;  uativity  of,  013. 

Injury  to  Miss  Palmer,  4&L 
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Inoculation  for  small  pox,  88,  OIL 
Insane  perron*,  540,  547  .  54K,  5a<L 
Insurance  Co.,  Quincy  Mutual  Fire, 

«;?•>. 

Inventory  of  Estates,  of  Iron  Work* 
Co..  4«'i0;  Alexander  Marsh.  500; 
Martin  Sanders,  104;  Kdmund  Quin- 
cy, fifii 

Irish  Emifp~atlon  forbiilden,  10;  as  a 

political  clement,  'iflO. 
Iron  Work*  in  Brain  tree  and  Quincy, 

■M.  3S,  450;  lorn! ion.  458.  4&L 
Islands,  Half-moon,  !W;  Nut,  81L 


Kidnapping,  case  of. 

o/  England's  price  of  North 
America,  40. 

Knhiht*  of  Honor,  ^07;  of  Fvlhias, 
307:  Neck.  12.  13^55,  5H 

Kntitr  Nothing*,  extent  of  their  preju- 
dices, IHL 

Knircs  and  Fork*,  first  introduced, 

lAind  Rank,  553 

Ixind  Disputes,  Gorton's,  lL  Boston 
and  Dorchester.  UL  22,  SL  Seth 
Spear  and '.fames  Ttrackett,  RO;  town 
and  Thenphilns  Tlinver.  !»8j  town 
mid  Benjamin  Tompson,  550;  North 
mnl  Son  ih  (Commons,  37j  town  and 
Billiard  Thayer.  JJL 

Land  Grants,  original.  l_L  hi.  10;  (i.ooo 
acres.  14,  541 ;  petitions  for,  16,  451. 
482.  fid 

Istnd  Purchases,  for  town  house,  101, 
102.  108;  John  Morely  of  Henry 
Flint. 

Latin  School,  Boston,  3L 

Launch  of  the  Massachusetts,  402. 

/xrai  Suits,  town  rs.  Andrews  and 
Phipnony.  040;  town  »*.  Thomas 
Gatliffe."  543;  town  p*.  Benjamin 
Owen,  555. 

I/cnther  Gun,  3<i'2. 

Libraries,  Public,  Braintroe,  .16.1:  Hol- 
brook,  354;  Quincy,  :ir>l ;  Handolph, 

353. 

Ludden,  Benjamin,  preface  to  the  will 
of,  aoa. 

Lyceum,  Quincy,  DIP. 


Magistrates,  appointed,  535,  530. 
Maps  of  the.  town,  1ML 
Ma-re  Mount,  see  Merry  Mount. 
Marriage,  contracts,  54G;  intentions  of, 
155, &LL 

Marsh,  Alexander,  inventory  of  estate 

of.  5iiQ. 
MarshaWs  Diary,  114,  20fi 
Mail  Pole,  2»  3, 4. 
McCleUan  Guards,  448. 
Meeting-houses,  churches, 
Merry  Mount,  2,  3,  6,  0,  £  8,  £53. 
Mexican  War,  4:t7 

Military,  bounties,  00    100;  general 
history  of,  355;  soldiers  in  Indiau 


wars,  303;  Revolutionary  War,  377  ; 
minutemen  and  otl>er  soldiers,  402; 
Tories,  410;  Gen.  Palmer's  dona- 
tion, 423:  bounty  jumper,  425 :  pri- 
vnteer  Essex.  428;  soldiers  in  Shay's 
Kehelliou.  428;  Quincy  Licht  In- 
fantry. 420,438;  Wat  of  1812.  435; 
soldiers  of  1K14.  4_4!)i  Mexican  War, 
437;  soldiers  of.  438;  Hancock  Light 
Guard.  430j  CivTTWar  of  1801,  440; 
the  first  company  to  take  part,  440; 
the  first  soldier  killed,  441 ;  number 
of  soldiers  furnished.  441:  drafted 
men,  442;  substitutes  furnished.  443. 
44 1 ;  list  of  commissioned  officers, 
II".;  list  of  soldiers  who  died  or  were 
killed.  447;  Quincy's  expenses  by 
the  war,  448;  soldiers'  monument, 
448:  MH'leTTan  Guards,  44H. 

Mill,  privilege  granted,  30,  535;  dis- 
pute relative  to,  542.  543 

Ministers,  sen  churchos. 

Miller's  Stile,  HI. 

Monaliquot,  50;  river,  L 

Moor's  Farm,  5_lL 

Morton's  descriptiou  of  Passonagessit 

In  1022,  3,01. 
Mount  Dagon,  A. 

Mmtnt  Woltaston,  first  settled,  1,  2; 
first  Kngli»h  name,  1;  annexed  to 
Boston,  10j  lam!  grants  Ut  An- 
titioinian  troubles  at,  182:  ~Whccl- 
wright's  sermon  preached  at.  I8ti, 
101:  church  formed  at,  103;  John- 
sou  s  description  of,  gjjgj  bank,  ii2iL 


Names  now  extinct,  53L 
National  Hanks,  two. 
National  Sailors'  Home.  310. 
Nativity  of  the  inhabitants  in  1875, 

013. 

Nciwnset  Bridge  and  Turnpikes,  08, 

m. 

New  Rraintree,  1SL 
Newbury  Farm,  54. 
Netespapers,  history  of,  fi2Q. 
Nightingale,    Samuel,  biographical 

sketch  of,  fiSll 
Norfolk  County,  organized,  537. 
North  Quincy,  SSL 
Nut  Island,  H1L 


Odd  Fellows,  lodge  of,  307. 

Officers  chosen,  town,  85,  05;  Stato, 
80,  ufi,  oooj  prcsidentiaTelectors,  117, 
OS,  1  nonces  of,  in  1041.  S3JL 

Old  Colony  Railroad,  71,  111L 

Old  Fields,  see  QuincyPoint. 

Orangemen,  31L 

Ordination  Expenses  in  1729,  218. 


Palmer,  Joseph,  biographical  sketch 
of,  480;  bis  donation,  4i£L  423. 

Palmer.  Joseph  Pearse,  biographical 
sketch  of,  5HQ. 

Pastors  of  First  Church,  24k 
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Perm's  Hill,  60:  name  derived,  lfkL 

Penny  FerryTW-*,  542. 

Persona  warnedout  of  town,  89,  QL. 

Petitions,  to  incorporate  Ilraintree,  11; 
for  grant  of  ($000  acres,  14,  541 ;  for 
grant  of  1000  acres,  10:  for  grant  in 
lieu  of  4000  acres  iu  Milton,  553]  for 
a  church  at  Mount  Wollmtton,  193: 
of  Benjamin  Tnmpson,  for  a  land 
e»"!»nt,  321 ;  of  German  settlors  for 
relief,  4S27  relative  to  Daniel  Ar- 
nold, nn  Indian,  UfJ;  rotative  to 
Crosby's  tavern,  KiM;  for  a  second 
church,  207;  of  members  of  Christ 
Church,  240;  for  renewal  of  charter 
of  Rurar~Eodge,  305]  of  Richard 
Thayer,  41,  304;  Tor  an  Infantry 
Company,  flO  the  Town  of  Mil- 
ton, 451;  of  the  Puukapog  Indians, 
552.   

Pew  Otoners  in  First  Church,  a  list  of, 
233,  234, 

PiUjrini's  h'cust,  20. 

Poetry — Morton's  |ioom,  3j  sum;,  4; 
hymns  snug  at  dedieation  or  Mount 
Wollaston  Cemetery,  152;  Lout's 
poem  at  laying  of  corner-stone  of 
Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  308;  verses 
on  the  death  of  Sarah  Thayer,  158; 
Tompsou's  poem  on  the  death  of  the 
Rev.  8.  Whiting,  320. 

Pond  Market,  602. 

Poor,  garden  for,  01 ;  let  out  at  auc- 
tion, MOj  allowed  the  use  of  liquors, 
107;  allowed  to  sell  rations,  107. 

Poorhoxise,  see  almshouse. 

Post  Offices,  rules  and  regulations 
established,  177j  Quincy,  178:  Brain- 
tree,  18Q,   

Potatoes,  first  cultivated,  ML 

Pound,  liLL 

Powder  removed  from  North  Com- 
mons, 38!). 

Presidential  Electors,  07,  100. 

Prices  of  provisions,  Off;  regulated, 
r»:u 

Privateers  prohibited,  89j  schooner 

Enterprise,  430;    sclioonor  Fssox, 

425.   

Private  ScJiools,  340. 

Public  Ilouses,  164;  Brackett,  160:  Hen 

tavern,  111:  Neponsot,  172T~Han- 

cock,  174;  Landlords,  l"4 
Public  Libraries,  Brainlree,  353;  Hoi- 

brook,  354;  Randolph,  353;  Quincy, 

3AL 

Pwmpfcm  Hill,  50. 


Quincy,  Edmund,  biographical  sketch 
of.  580,  5H7_,  5H[^  Jacob,  bMl  John,' 
588;  Josiali,  58!*,  WHt,  Samuel, 
■r>'*>;  inventory  of  estate  of  Edmund. 

s»a. 

itincy  Charitable  Society,  302. 
Juiucy  Light  Infantry,  see  military. 
\uincy  Lyceum,  310. 
luincy  Newspapers,  Patriot,  529;  Au- 
rora, 531;  Free  Press,  531. 


Quincy  and  fflngham  bridge  and  turn- 
pike. II 

Quincy  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co., 
U2L 

Quincy  Neck,  12, 13^  55,  5iL 
Ouincf/  Point,  55;  railroad,  U0, 
Quincy  Point  and  Germantowu  Ferry 

Co.,  m 
Qtiincy  Stone  Hank,  020. 
Quincy,  town  of,   incorporated,  01] 
bunks  in,  021);  census  of.  012;  in- 
diiHtrial  statistics  of,  51K);  school 
statistics  of,  lilt),  <PJ2;  births,  dttaths 
and  marriages  in  1H75,  H17;  nativity 
of  inhabitants  in  1875,  013;  valua- 
tion in  1878,  010;  valuation  and  tax- 
list  of  1702.  022;  deaths,  marriages 
and  births  for  eleven  years  prior  to 
1875.  G17J  schools  of,  91  to  110,  325.  to 
•HO.  550;  post  office,  178;  churches, 
1M  to  2X4;  library,  351 ;  cemeteries, 
ill  to  is: 


llailrotul.  Old  Colony,  7_L  JOT]  Quincy 
horse,  72:  Granite,  105,  Quiucy 
Point,  LUL 

Ratulolp\  town  of,  incorporated,  13] 
early  names,  50;  cemeteries,  lflT; 
post  oftices,  lSOjbanks.  020;  schools, 
328,  348;  churches.  200;  library.  353] 
newHimpors,  fill;  industrial  statis- 
tics, 007;  oeiisus,  012;  births,  mar- 
riages and  deaths  in  1875,  017;  na- 
tivity of  inhabitants,  013:  valuation 
iu  1878,  gjjjj  school  statistics,  019. 
022;  births,  marriages  and  deaths 
for  eleven  years,  ni7. 

Rebellion,  of  1801,  440]  Shay's,  428. 

Representatives,  election  of,  lllj  1)2. 

Revolutionary  War,  'Xll 

Richards,  Joseph,  biographical  sketch 
of,  515. 

Roads,  see  streets. 

Royalists,  soo  Tories. 

Rumney  Harsh.  10. 

Rum  case,  the  first  iu  town,  540. 

Rural  Indite,  Freemasons,  history  of, 
201);  petition  of, 


Sacred  Vessels,  belonging  to  the  First 

Church.  244. 
Sailors'  Home,  National,  310. 
Sailors'  Snug  Harbor,  ;<0M. 
Sale  of  North  and  South  Commons, 

28. 

Saltpetre,  358. 

Sanders,  Martin,  inventory  of  estate 
of.  HiL 

Savings  Banks,  020. 

Scadding,  see  Randolph. 

Schools,  llraintree,  early  history  of, 
312;  first  master,  313,  319;  first 
house,  325;  sketch  677  343 ;  statis- 
tics of,  010,  022. 

Schools,  Holbrook,  sketch  of,  350;  sta- 
tistics of,  019,  C22. 

Schools,  Randolph,  tint  house,  328; 
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sketch  of,  348j  statistics  of,  619,022. 

Schools,  Qufncy,  appropriations  for, 
1*5.  330;  district*  established,  09,  33J, 
:±ZL  SL  Latin,  338:  High,  33JTT  pri- 
vate, 340:  houscaTOl,  92,  1007  l(rj, 
32a*  .TiTCt'tt.  Xi\).  55CT  rTrst  commit- 
ted* report,  333;  report  of  1821,  103; 
text-hooks  used  in  18,'I8,  til'.);  sUtis- 
ticx  of,  110,  019,  022. 

6'co/rA  Pond  /Toad,  55. 

SAay's  Rebellion,  428. 

&A«f «  AVc*-,  Me  Germantown. 

Ship-building,  41KL 

flMb  Cow,  65.  HKL 

Shirley,  William,  biographical  sketch 
of,  ILL 

Shoe  Business,  GQL 

Shoemaker,  the  first,  in  Mass.,  C03. 

6'Aoe  Pegs,  first  introduced,  0OJ. 

Sinners,  97,  loo,  liKL 

6twu7  /'ox,  88,  100;  hospitals  estab- 
lished, 82. 

Soldiers,  in  tho  Indian  wars,  364  to 
3H7;  Civil  War,  440:  Mexican  War. 
4:tS;  Revolutionary  War,  4iiU  to  420; 
Bhaya  Rebellion,  428j  War  of  1BT2; 

lag,  ait 

Song,  Morton's,  at  tho  erection  of  the 

Maj-pole.  4. 
Souther,  John,  biographical  sketch  of, 

1LSL 

Spinning  Wheel,  first  Introduced,  64, 
Sqnantutn,  derivation  of  uaino,  20: 

feast  of,  20,  Lli 
Standing  Brook,  55. 
Statistics,  illiterate,  022;  iudnstrinl, 

509;  live  stock,  619;  school.  610: 

vital,  012,  OIL 
Stetson,  Amasa,  biographical  sketch 

of,  U4SL 
Stone  Qiiarrying,  VTi. 
Stony  Fields,  65. 
St.  Patrick's  Society,  3JJL 
St.  Paur»  Lotlyc,  Knights  of  Pythias. 

am 

Streets,  altered,  fXi,  07.  TO;  located,  66, 

«L»^l^R^53Ca5^5^5(i01soo 
turnpikes. 

Styles,  old  and  new,  12. 

Sudden  Deaths,  124,  12IL 

Syenite,  497;  King  8  Chapel  erected, 
4!>M;  old  powder  house,  Boston,  400; 
regulation  for  tho  disposal  of  stone, 
4!>0;  wedges  first  used,  615;  Hunker 
Hill  Monument.  .Mil ;  its  dimension* 
507;  buildings  erected,  010, fill;  puv- 
er*,  514;  hush  or  axe  hammer  in- 
vontcd,  ~» I  '> ;  l/oitis  hole,  fijOj  sawing 
stone,  fill!;  polishing,  fiUifoid  firms, 
517 ;  methods  of  tiuurryiug,  518. 


Tanning  Business,  in  Quincy,  sketch 

of,  004. 
Taverns,  see  public  houses. 
Taxes  Attested,  in  1034,  18:   in  J 042, 

637:  in  1792,  022. 
Tea  and  Coffee,  first  introduced,  &iiL 


Temperance  Organizations,  307. 
Thatch  Banks  reserved  for  common 

use  of  inhabitant*,  "h  >h  . 
Thayer  Academy,  340. 
Thayer,  Juhu,  biographical  sketch  of, 

272. 

Thayer,  Richard,  lays  claim  to  the 
township,  4J;  petition  of,  304;  bill 
of,  300. 

Thayer,  Sylvauus,  biographical  sketch 

of,  r>\n. 

Three  HiU  Marsh,  &L 
Tobacco,  use  of  prohibited,  104. 
7b>n6«,  Hoar's,  LCk   Quincv's,  114: 

Ministerial,  114;  Miller's,  \\r,. 
Tompson,  Wm.,  biographical  sketch 

of,  195. 

Tories,  380,  41fL 

7'ourn  unable  to  pay  costs  of  court  in 

a  rum  cam,  Mi). 
Town  Brook,  55. 
Town  dock*.  78,  fltt. 
Town  Hull,  first  ono  burnt,  100,  330; 

second  one  built,  101,  102,  103j  "the 

present  one  built,  107. 
Town  Officers,  first  full  board  of,  648; 

first  chosen  in  Quincy,  85. 
7'"tc»  Meetings,  642,  653,  5t&. 
Traditions,  German  emigrant*,  486; 

.lonoph   Mass  at  school,  320;  John 

Adams'  marriage,  401;  John  l'ray's 

advontnre,  ML 
Training  Fieltl,  3Bft 
Tree  of  Liberty,  37JL 
IVi'cd  Justices,  501. 

Turnpike*,  Grauitc.  7_Li  Neponset,  08, 
00;  Quiuoy  and  fliugham,  71,  Wey- 
mouth and  Brain  tree,  ZL 


Union  Choral  Society,  310. 
Vnitarianism,  first  preached,  923 
Ursuline  Convent,  274.  27JL 


Vaccination,  88,  1QQ. 

Valuation  of- Braintree,  Holbrook, 

Randolph  and  Quincy  in  1878,  01Q; 

of  Quincy  in  1702,  022. 
Vussali,  Leonard,  will  of,  268. 
Veasey,  Samuel,  will  of,  024. 
Vote  of  Quincy  lor  governor  from  1702 

to  1879,  OOP. 


\Wddiiborough,  Mo.,  German  sottlo- 
ment  began  at,  482. 

Wars,  Civil,  440;  Indian,  300;  1812, 
4:85,  440;  Mexican,  437;  Revolution- 
ary, iiTTj  Shay's  KeocTlioti,  428. 

Warrants,  Town  Meeting,  85.  80,  8L 

Webb's  Brook,  55. 

Wessaguscus,  see  Weymouth. 

West  Quincy,  65. 

Weymouth,  Morton  arrested  at,  6^  L 
Wheelwright's  Fast-day  sermon,  186, 

1!H. 

White,  Mary,  biographical  sketch  of, 
0115. 
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Whitney,  Peter,  biographical  sketch 

of,  aw. 

Wills,  of  IVenjamin  Luihlen,  »»;  of 
Willi..!.,  Penn,  \Oll;  of  Svlvatms 
Thayer,  'M]_,  M*±  I*onar«l  Viuwal. 
•iftHi'Sanuie)  Veasey,  XX\  Kbeuexer 
Woodward,  atL 


Willard,  Solomon,  biographical  sketch 

of.  am. 

Wilton  Farm,  2L  S!L 
W.^f  PH.  ai 

Wood's  District,  see  West  Quincy. 
Young  Friend's  Catholic  Society,  31L 
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Abbott  Ilazen,  508,  510j  Henry  S^ 
443:  Jnria1i(4..r»ll:  Etophen  O. , 281 

Aborerombio,  Wvman,  1*0. 

Adams.  Airmail.  138,  130,  230,  244, 
3HM.  402,  404,  41ft  iZL  5ftL;  IWinju- 
min.  (iO;  Hothla.  130:  llovlston.  lift 
430.  023;  Captain,  xii :  Charles.  570; 
Charles Frauds,  xi,  10.  130.152,  100, 

258.  :m«.  :w»i.  151L  fiift ml  ffl  t  i  Uwm. 
fTf.tr. .  Ifct  4 -15 ,440. fiflft:  Christopher, 
Hi;  Delia,  51M»;  Kbenmwr,  00.  80,  115. 
'-MO.  241.  417.  023;  F,dwnrd,  24JL  KH- 
lm.  304,  iiil^  FJizahcCh,  I  H>.  210;  O. 
W.,  230,  4ftL  Elil  Hannah.  110; 
Harrison  T  ,  442j.  ITenrv.  lft  28,  n£ 
535.  538.  530:  Hiisli.  207,  215,  2*L 
28a;  Jedodiah,  00.  240,  200,  2!iL  57_ft 
623;  John  (president),  xl.  38.  30,  IHl, 
EL07.  U8.  UKL  llfi.  no,  137,  no,  103, 
107.  WML  no,  17A  ML  HE  ^  ^ 
233,  235,  230,  23L  24ft  241,  242,  243, 
2M.  5MB.  302.  320.  338.  340.  Ml.  343, 
aiQ  :t7i ,  378,  .-wo.  38i.  384.  3o_l  302, 

3ftL  rtlHv,  307,  308,  30ft  100,  40L  401, 
400,  4 11>.  431.  432,  4!*).  401,  402.  515, 
512.  550.  504,  .r»72.  51ft  570,  577,  500, 
505.  fi23.  fi2fc  .Tolin,  HL 120,  5ns,  570: 
Job n  (dearnn).  110,  m  HL  UiL 
2.r»2.  371 ;  John  Qninev  (president), 
ix.  0!>.  U1L  130,  230.  23H,  24L  24.'t. 
244  .  204.  908,  3:r7.  SJJL  fill.  ATA  r>7i». 
577.010:  John  Quiucy  (son  of  Chas. 
F. ).  L  5ftL  01 1 ;  Joseph.  34,  lift  2J0, 
212.  324.  408.  412.  418,  420.  JJft  54ft 
600.  on.v,  Josiah,  00,  101.  102.  100. 
115.  233,  23*,  240,  21L  244.  4J0,  023; 
Lahan,  174:  I^ninid.  00;  Louisa  C, 
lli),  2-M.;  Margaret,  238;  Mary  IV, 
241 ;  "MTcab,  42ft;  Micajah.  12ft.  430, 
022:  Mown,  120;  Nathaniel.  07,  41', 
Peter.  54,  iXTTSL  tm.  130.  212.  233. 
240.  ga  452,  573,  ft^ft;  ^eter  Royl- 
ston,  00,  Oft  02,  05.  OR.  IIS.  107. 
lflg,  241.  .110.  37!',  :i'.u,  3Q2.  4)0, 
(823;  Samuel,  m,  isti  HO,  300^ 
ion,  523^  53JL  5«L  5H3,  580,  500,  (jO^ 
Sarah.  L11L  2_LL;  Snoannah,  120,  137^ 
Thoman.  Hi,  24L  430;  Thomas  B.. 
8JL  1QL  23L  302,  57»ii  Warren  W.. 
440;  William,  5^  8^  113,  374,  41H, 
(i23;  Zahcliel,  310. 

Aihlincton,  Ivaac,  403. 

Ahntton,  Thomas,  Amoa  A., 552, 
(Indian*.) 

Alhco,  John.  74,  QjL 

Alden,  DaiiieTTga.  2iH;    I>r..  Mi 
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Harmonv.  202;  Hoeea,  202;  John, 
158;  Ruth.  TTOj  Seth,  202;  Simpon, 
3001  ThankTuT;  202:  WTTTtam,  222. 

AblrTch.  Caleb.  .T74TB.  T. .  2IQ. 

Ahlridire.  Iienjamin,  5.ri7 ;  (Icorga,  10. 

AH*,  William.  10,  fiSZ 

Allen,  Alii jali,  410^  501:  Aiiim,  415; 
Iienjamin,  50J_i  Csipl^  37»j  DaiTTeT, 
1 1 17;  Ihjuic.  37J1;  .»acohT400.  413; 
Jonathan,  40fj«w«epbf  34_,  08,  208, 
213.  404  ,  405.  jjg,  BMj  L.  Wheaton, 
2S0j  Mr,  lOliNoahl).,  174;  01>e<l 
F7447;  I'eter,  35;  Samuel,  28^  328, 
40 1.  400,  4JJL  l^i  Samuel  TT  1I5_; 
Thomas,  380]  Willlnm,  2ti4,2»W,  40!), 
428,  53ft. 

Alleyne,   Abel,  50j    Bilwan],  530j 

Thomas,  203. 
Allye,  Benjamin,-  28. 
Altiiy,  Francis,  3i-8 
Alston,  Michael.  444 ; 
Alsnn,  Joseph,  548.  557. 
Always,  Francis,  .Vi7. 
Ames.  Daniel,  373,  375;  Samuel.  508; 

William,  501. 
Andrews,  Charles,  4.38:  John,  200. 540; 

John  A  ,  Ollj  Mr.  538j  Samuel,  rj^L 
Amlros,  Kilmuml.  .Til.  503. 
Appleijate,  Thomas,  1L 
Appleton,  Alfreil,  238;    John,  23>^ 

l'riscilla,  238i  ltev.  Mr,  2JH,  223, 

Thomas.  437^  William  O.,  (am. 
Apthorp,  Ceorce      2»L  Grizzel,  253, 

f.23;  James.  00,  4J1L  023j  John,  252_; 

Tdr,  25L  31 10  370,  5.50. 
Arbutbnott.  William.  375.  3J1L 
Archer,  Kilward.  415 
Areall,  Capt.  2IQ,  27JL 
Armstrong,  Tatrick,  4J2j  Samuel  T  , 

510. 

Arnold.   ,  UJ_;   Abbio  M  .  353; 

Capt.  4J8j  l>an«el.  50.  300.  40*'..  J^T. 
02-3:  David.  422j  KpTiraim,  MOj 
John.  2«i  Jonathan.  40H,  4J8,  422; 
Joseph.  34,  404,  i2_L  410,  Joseph  N., 
50;  85.  80.  87  .  230,  023;  Moses,  408 ; 
Nathan,  400i  Nathaniel,  407,  410, 
411.  415,  422;  Ralph,  430j  Samuel, 
501;  William,  41ft 

Aspinwall,  William,  1L  22,  23,  24, 
1KC.  187 

Atherton,  Humphrey,  00,  302,  363,53fi. 
Atkins,  James,  304. 
Ausliii,  Iteniamim,  80;  Cornelius,  £51 
Avurel,  Kxekiel,  415. 
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Avery,  Ruth,  580;  Secretory,  580. 
Ayers,  John,  fUT±i)0.  415. 


Babcock  (Badoock),  Lemuel,  59,  iC4; 

Mr.,  23JL  Samuel,  88,  422,  ML 
Bachus,  Thomas,  507, 
Bacon,  Ebenezer,  98. 
Badger  Brothers,  512^  Ezra,  ij^  508, 

518;  Leone  C,  412. 
Biulhim,  Ezra,  428. 

Bagley,  James,  101.  557;  John,  374, 
550;    Nathauiof7Wfr»ainnol,  EiC 

Ml 

Bailey,  Ebeneser,  QUI;    John,  010; 

Whitman,  Liu. 
It uii i britl no,  Commodore,  17,1 
Bain*,  Canterbury,  421. 
Baker,  David,  412;    Elienezer,  G28; 

J ul in  I.,  (ill;    Muses,  410 

Halstone,  W.,  LL  22,  23,  188. 
Ballon,  Hosen,  2<i0. 
Bancroft,  Coorge,  010;    Stephen  K  , 
412. 

Bangs,  Abitah,  412. 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P.,  GIL 

Barber,  Daniel,  552. 

Barclay,  William,  240. 

Bardon,  John ,  410, 

Barker  &  Co.,  512;  Prances,  142;  Geo. 

A..  440;  Henry,  514,517;  HTnry  & 

Sons,  514,  M0,  517;   fTenry  P.,  440; 

JosenhTTOO;  WiuTP.,  442;  Wrfcht 

&  Co..  512,  510,  5JL 
Barnard,  miJiaui,  434. 
Burues,  Dr.,  222;  Matthew,  32,  33. 

530.  fiffiL.  OrnTnel  C,  442. 
Barre,  Col.,  2ZL 

Barrett,  Thomas,  1_0, 551;  William  11., 

Barry,  Edward,  437;  flarrett,  118. 

Bartlett,  Edward~AT,  442;  Henry,  304; 
Ibrahim,  320,  332,  Mr7,  173. 

Bartol,  Cyrus  A.,  221. 

Basley,  George  W.,  44L 

Bass  (Bas),  Benjamin,  00,  .'till,  023; 
Benjamin  P.,  440, 442;  Cornet,  itBO; 
David,  00,  £».  02.3T~lCdmniid.  H-i; 
Edwanl,  408,  1151  K.  W.  11^  <W3; 
Gregory,  375;  lle/okiah,  4180;  J  ami?*, 
425;  JemSTlH;  John,       I  J5,  233. 

247.  4l2T~30O.  548.  023:  John 
B  ,  180;  Jonathan,  38,  00,  240,  320, 
333,  370.  3!K).  9116.  408.  412,  4i:t.  430, 
504,  023;  JoseTifi,  00,  212,  320,  380. 
ST  308,  400,  412^  42£,  1H3,  ^4^  033; 
Josiuli,  50,  100,  H5,  237_,  23^  302, 
303,  425,  430,  024_;  U-wis,  240,  333; 
I'wier,  53M;  Polly,  338j  Saunml,  14, 
32,  33,  35,  45,  40,  477  00,  07.  70,  74, 
85,  125,  158,  107,  |08,  20M,  212,  2:t3, 
214,  :tl<i,  304.  ,307,  400,  408,  4  5.10, 
537,  538,  530,  540,  518,  502,  .^li5,  500, 
027;~Scth,  30,  233,  4231,  430,  023; 
Thomas,  00,  HO,  325,  5JM,  540;  WIT 
liam,  125. 

Bassett,  Thomas,  S5_L 

Batchelder,  Zephaniah,  3KL 

Bate,  Goodman,  00,  530. 


Bates,  Ambrose,  420;  Carver,  411 : 
Cornelius,  421;  David,  374j.  Davhl 
W.,  447:  Edward,  187;  John,  lOl, 
102,  103;  William,  410. 

Battle, "William,  388. 

Baxter,  Anna,  120;  Autliony  W.,  330. 
430,  004-  Barmtbaa,  127j  Beniamtu, 
Mj  2.33,  373;  Catherine,  330:  Charles, 
374,  pianiol,  tiO,  90^  1(I7,T0S,  120,2:17, 
301,  410,  428.  4;t0,  620,  G23;  Daniel 
W  ,412;  K.lwanT,  127,  Edward  W., 
5!K  80, 237,  407^4  lo,  11I,4_I5, 023;  Eli- 
jah, :a>Tt,  ii03;  George,  170,  180;  Geo. 
L  ,  442;  Gregory,  120, 127;  llaunali, 
023;  James,  238,  023;  Jerusha,  127  ; 
John,  34,  120,  2T27~233,  jUSO,  ME, 
503;  Jonathan,  59,  85,  05,  238,  412. 
02TT;  Joseph,  00,  '.Hi,  120,  127,  171.  412. 
417,  42Q.  425,  420,  430,  023,  Josiuli, 
237.  :tQ5.  410;  r^mo«I7~2.t0.  374 ; 
l^wis,  330;~T7ydia,  120;  Marv,  1-ii, 
127;  M~olritabl«,  1 20  "Mr..  2tl0,  310. 
Paul.  023;  Khoda,  127;  Samuel.  35. 
12(i.  1277^11;  Sarah7l2»»;  Seth,  50, 
127,  400,  4(>7.  413.  415.  41H;  Susan  - 
na,  120;  Thompson,  00.  100,  2^  237^ 
230,  330,  003,  023;  William,  238,  2J0, 
301 ,  300,  430,  024:  William  TFT  440; 
WtfluTTn  QT4TTT;  Wilson,  12L 

Beach,  Erasmus  D.,  OIL 

Beale  (Beal,  I  tea  Is),  Abigail,  120;  An- 
na, 120;  Benjamin.  57.00.  01.02,08. 
82,  85,  87,  88.  00,  IM,  02,  00,  07,  1 15, 
120,233,  24TT^TL  37<i,  3*4,  3*5,  (THH 
024.  <r2*.»;  Elcaxer,  ^»0,  40S,  Hi,  115; 
Kliaha,  120;  E/.ra,  518;  (ioorgu  P., 
442;  Ccorge  W.,  100,  Wl^  337,  341. 
3«r4;  Horace,  518;  Isaac,  414,  415; 
Jesse.  88j  John,  311.  233,  320:  Jon- 
athan 00785,  120.  23777T23;  Jose l >1 1 , 
<i0.  02,  82.  V*h  130,  212.  023;  Lilly, 

120,  130;  Maria,  130;   Mariah  A  

■332 ;  Closes,  01 ;  Nathaniel,  IK),  412, 
023;  l'hebe,  202:  Solomon  J.,  [ml; 
Tliomas  8.,  120;  &  Predcrick,  BlJL 

Beau,  Nallianiel  M..  OIL 
Bear,  William,  4:f7. 
Board,  ticorgu  A.,  442;  Thomas,  003 
Boatty,  Israul,  414. 
BeauchamiM,  William,  453 
Bchsten,  Alary  E.,  478. 
Beckford,  Dudley  M.,  4  42;  James  M., 
170. 

Bedlow,  Samuel,  -^4 
Beecher,  Lyman,  203. 
B<n:ke,  William,  45.t. 
Bottx,  John,  453,  405, 108. 
Boiler,  S.  L.,  207,210. 

Bolcher,  ,  404j  Ann,  323;  Elijah, 

Ml,  130,  4J2,  4JS,  421,  IJiO,  Crogory, 
38.  101.  211,  210,  320,  327  ,  458.  450, 
5:t8;  llaunali,  130;  Jolin,  4:t0,  .540; 
3uwbli,  333,  404,  400,  413:  "JosiaTT, 
347.  30JL  J  White,  5M;  Liuns.  33£, 
Mary.  KI0,  340;  Moses,  322,  232^  ^33, 
404,  472,  50L,  Mrs.,  320;  Nahum, 
375;  Nathaniel.  130,  "233,  300  4(>8, 
4"TT7413. 420. 421.  EOT.  027;  mclianl, 


Digitized  by  Google 


INHKX  TO  NAM  KS. 


C43 


4jjpj  Samuel,  »L  21L  233,  403,  4TL 

4IH.  4^550,027;  SamfiTKlOVTiW, 
3^4(^40^414.420:  William,  41  i, 
BQL 

Belknap,  Andrew  K  ,  507 

Bell,  Luther  V.,  fill;  Thorium,  28. 

Bellileld.  Runnel,  2&. 

Hernia,  Jool,  518;  Josiah.  171.  501.  BIB. 

Ha, 

Dana,  W.  (1.,  5QL 

Bcndall,  Kdward,  ^o  60,  188;  Free- 

grace,  204. 
Bennett,  Mr  ,  UK^  Osmand.  147. 
Bcnoih,  Joseph,  4ir. 
Bent.  Deborah,  130;  Kbon,  130.  204; 

F.  Hdward,  4JJ1  4J0:    Hannah,  J 10; 

John.  420;  LulherM.,  447:  Luther 

B.,  440,  445,  410;  Nedcblnh,  m  XM. 

410,  IRS».  —  

Merry,  James,  442:  John  F.,  LLL 
Besson.  Winter,  374,  H7JL 

Beveritlge,  ,  2jjL 

Itinril,  Peter,  mi 

Bickncll,  Peter,  5M,  128,  241,  310,  024, 
Blenootrrt,  ,  270,  271. 

Blfonl  (Riford),  John,  COO;  Joseph. 

405^  410,413.   

Bh/elow,  Coorgo  T.,  252;  .Tube*,  003; 

Ixuing,  447 ;  Timothy,  5811 
Biggs,  Charle*,  557;  John,  187. 
Billings.  Benjamin,  Ii23;  Kdmund.50, 

101.  nr.'.  kk;,  2.38,  300,  412.  410.  023; 

rretlgrlck. 023";  Coorge  B..  84.  241; 

Oenrgo  W.,  HJL.  332;  Jcrusba.  V^S; 

John, 00,  02,  OM,  82.  HO,  21^  332,  023; 

Lemnel,  00,  80,  857  :ul  02*;  Mary, 

238j  Mown,  83;  Oliver,  83,  241.  028; 

IJoger,  47,  Hi 
Billiugton,  Thomas,  470,  557. 
Binl,  Francis  W.,  011;  Tlionm*.  2*; 

Warren,  2U2. 
Ilinhee,  llernmn,  202. 
Bishop,  Henry  W.,  010;  Jonathnn, 

373,  am 

Black,  Ksthcr,  235;  Moses.  55.  C>8, 
80^  w,  02,  05,  08,  ILL  235,  230. 
2W.2WE  MIL  3337023. 

Blackburn,  John  !>.,  205 

Blncklcr,  J.  C..437. 

Blackman,  Peter,  42L 

Blnckstone,  ,  8. 

Blaisdell,  Lemuel  J..  444. 

Wake,  Amariah.  028;  Kmw.  <i28;  Jo- 
nojih,  375;  Nntliauiel,  373.  377k 

Blanchard,  FJisha.411:  Kphrnim,  410; 
Jonathan,  JUL:  J'weph.  3U3.373.  400, 
408.  415:  Nathaniel,  lid,  430;  NoW 
mlali,  375,  370;  Thomas,  G30j  Wil- 
liam, 303,  40!^  413,  4JJL 

liliin*.  Thoma«,  28. 
Bloom,  Solomon,  *1K 
Blossom.  Oliver. 

Hoard  man,  I  'a  vis,  24 1 :  Kami  y ,  I  "Hi. 
Hnlter.  Thomas,  5"i7. 
Bnltenhouse,  Mr*.,  ifi'* 
Bonaparte,  l<onis,  280 
Bond,  Nicholas,  307.  453.  MB 


Borland,  John,  252. 
Boa  worth,  Zacheus,  187. 
Boubo.  Jefferson,  443 
Bourne,  Mr.,  221. 
Boutwell.  fleorge  8.,  010. 
Bowditch,  William.  028. 
Bowdoin,  J  anion,  80,  3tX>.  421. 
Mowers,  Mr, .  028 
Bowman,  Rev.  Mr.,  223. 
Boy,  John,  443 
Boyd,  William.  440,  448. 
Boyle,  John,  300;  Robert,  4J2 
Boyle*,  John,  375 

Brackett,  Alice.  230;  Betsey,  122,  241 ; 
Capt.,  373;  Kheiiezer.  50.  122,  412. 
Ml,  .r)77.  <i24;  George  A. ,  442j  J a.o. , 
AM.  W>.  00,  08.  [15,  122^  123j  108, 
lliM.  172.  211,  23M,  31ii.  32.r..  37S,  .W; 
:t;wi.  1 12.  4:ai,  437^  OIL  WM,  <i2l : 
John,  2lTT~.loaeph  00,  00.  l.W,  211. 
233,  237,  335,  418,  WH,  024j  T>emuel, 
122.  Hi7,  W<,  2:sri,  2-'W,  2-3M.  240.  242. 
24A  302,303;  Lydia.  133^  Marv.  123, 
133.  024 ;  "Moaen.  50,  00.  133,  25^  ^ 
40T',,  407,  410,  412,  415,  4IH.  (i2A  jgjj 
Nathaniel.  l2g7"L'a3;  TvTpr.  2H,  5M, 
01.  74.  8*),  115.  l.'CT.  241.  412.  4.30.  53^ 
530.  543.  545.  540.  502  .  024;  Rachel, 
133;  Birhard.  LL  Hi,  5_L  122, 
133,  158.  232,  230,  350,  .T04,  305,  HOO, 

:i7.r.,  EE  W0.  WjL       &±L  5<W; 

Samuel,  410;  Samuel  "FT,  122,  43M; 
Sarah,  12.3;  Thomao,  (iO,  40^  422j 
William,  400,  407.  410,  4M,  415. 

Bnulford,  Onody,  M0;    James,  72_i 

S<«rrelary, 
Bradley,  Alexander,  5B7:  MoppHtill. 

403,401,  UJL  4U,  4-UL 
Brainard,  Chan.  H  ,  250;  Jan.  A.,440. 

Bramhall,  ,  SSL 

Brnunon.  John  N  ,  44 1 

Brenlon,  Mnrthu,  ILL  William.  23. 

Brewer,  Itirhard,  4:t7. 

Briant,  I/emuel,  xiii.  220.231.  222.227. 

245.  203,  330;  Simon,  2JJ,  r,57. 
Briealer,  (  Brienner. )  Burkhart.  481; 

Ueorpe,  412,  478,  480,  557,  003i  JTmn 

101.  102.  403.  231,  400,  lOT,  4J2,  415, 

478;  &  Fowle,  Iffl. 
Brisrgn,  ,20,BJ;  Daniel,  403i  Oeo. 

N.,  010,011;  Luther.  149.  IBOl  Wil- 
liam H..444. 
Brieham,  David,  200;  .Toniah,  100, 

237.  20L  320,  433,  4JJJ,  02iL 
Bright,  John,  liiai 
Brims,  Mr.,  141L 
Briwoe,  William,  30. 
Brocketl,  Caleb,  4411 
BroiiKiui,  Samuel,  QQZ. 
BriHiku,  ,  431;  John,  200,  000,  010; 

Mary  L,  352T~Rev.  Mr.  243. 
Brown,  Charles  A..  523,  520;  Charles 

LL  H2j  Kbener^r,  400^  408,  4J4, 

415;  Kdwin,  4J0;  R«v.  John,  223; 
1  HTmii  P.,  447;  Polly,  134j  R.  W.  K., 
I     2M3;  SaniueT,  50^  80,  12L  024j  Sam- 

iwl  I'.,  532;   Susannah,  13TTT.  B., 

i^7_;  wTTimin,  2JL 
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Browne,  Mr.,  16,  LL 

Bryant,  Gridley,  KVi,  505,  517:  8lmon, 

33, 

Buchan,  William,  148. 

Buchauan,  James,  179. 

Buckhart,  Jacob,  481, 

Buckley,  Rev.,  54lT"^ 

Bugbee.  William  B.,  Uy, 

Bulflnch,  Charles,  502, 

Bulkley,  Mr.,2iiL 

Bull,  Henry,  188. 

H u ll.i mI ,  Nathaniel,  557. 

Bullock,  Alexander  II  ,1511. 

Bumpus,  Amelia  L.,  352.  353;  Everett 

C,  BUI. 
Bnmly,  George  175. 
Bunton,  Andrew,  508  ;   Jesse,  511  ; 

Jesse  &  Co.,  243,  510. 
Bunion,  George.  2^  182. 
Burgess,  C.  LL,  liiil 
Burke,  Cant  .  374 ;  I'M  ward,  4JJL 
Bums,  George,  ill;  William  1L,  ILL 
Burr,   Charles,   121;    Cashing,  421, 

James,  44'J. 
ltumtgc,  John,  422. 
Burrell,  (Barrell).  Bexa,  415;  David, 

403.  UJL  Davhl  J..  Lj7jTj42,  443; 

George,  28;  .John,  412;  John  T., 

269;  Joseph.  449;  I'eler,  00, 429,  Ii24 ; 

Selh.  5jL  91.  92,  102,  230,  430,  449,  557 , 

624 :  Wlnslow,  112. 
BurroiigliH,  Kev.  Mr.,  220. 

Burslem,  ,  8.  • 

Burt,  .  377;  J.  LL  337- 

Bu»>hnall,  Marthu,  28. 

Butler.  Benjamin  V.,  441,  till ;  Kllery 

C,  228;  l*«U>r,  xil,  65. 
Button,  John,  1ML 
By  lea,  Mather,  22fL 
Byron,  James,  177. 


Cahill,  George,  113. 

Cain,  Adotiiram,  442 ;  Benjamin,  411; 

Lewis  1L  442. 
Caggil,  William,  412. 
Calef,  Mehilable,  1128. 
Campbell,  Neal,  5111 
Capon,  Bernard.  62*;  Charity,  129; 

JoMiuh,  12*1;  Nathaniel  374,  :r75,  409, 

4i;<. 

Carder,  Richard,  Itt. 

Carew,  Thomas,  651. 

Carey,  Alpheus,  90,  95, 329,  624;  Sim- 
eon, 3Z1L 

Carley,  Henry,  557. 

Carlton,  J.  Warren,  fiffii 

Carrahur,  Bernard,  _77 

Carroll,  Bishop,  275;  Matthew,  llil 

Carter,  Kichard,  28. 

Carver,  Charles  W. ,  442. 

(leaser,  ,  4  Hi. 

Chadwick,  John  II.,  442. 

Chamberlin,  Edwin  M.,  611;  John, 
259.  260;  &  Mason,  238. 

ChandTerTCharles,  449 ;  Ebeneser,  449; 
Eliphalet,  429,  4507449.  624;  WIL 
Ham,  60,  624. 

Chapin,  E.  8.,  518j  Josiah,  551. 


Chapman,  Richard,  ."63.  551. 

Chauncy,  Charles,  113,  114_,  gf.  579. 

Cheesbro,  Willlam,~TI,  535,  530,  502. 

Cheesman,  Abel,  404,  LIT,  412,  415; 
Benjamin,  4W,  Hi,  H2,  415;  TU- 
wnnl,  4 (>■'>,  4QS;  (ieorgo.  249;  John, 
00,  416;  Joseph,  40*.);  Matthias,  373, 
374,~375,  40.?,  413~~42<»;  Noah.  403, 
4'>7,  -It*1.',  4TTT4 lr»:  Samuel,  40^  405, 
WE  414;  Stephen,  404,  Hi  421 ; 
Zeha~408.  413.  418. 

Cheney,  John,  367. 
Che  vers,  Thomas,  371L 
Cheverns.  Bisliop,  271,  ?7A  2Z1L 
Chtkatnubut,  48;  .Josiah,  41,  45.  46, 

47,  48.  411  (Indians). 
Child,  Thomas,  55L 
Chorley,  John  W.,  129;  Theodtmia, 

!•->!>. 

Chote„CapL.  484. 

Chubbnck,  l>avid  T.,  HQ.  446;  Fran- 
cis G. ,  447;  Henry. 442;  James,  447: 
MatthewTM.C  440,441;  Peres,  237, 
410:  William  K..  442, 

Chit  roll,  Mohos,  177. 

Churchill,  Tlmddens.  446;  Sc  Co.,  518. 

ClaHin,  William,  OIL 

Clapp,  Appollo*.  172,  Capt.,i2.|§1|fc 
49:  Charles,  53lT~Geonie.  107. 

Clark,  Atkins,  409;  Barnabas,  404, 
408;  Benjamin,  162,  413;  Daniel, 
287 ;  Edmund,  133;  Eleanor,  145; 
Klhot,  4m  HA±  Gregory,  4J2,  418. 
421,  425;  Henry,  133,293;  Hohart, 
627  ;  Jacob.  428;  James,  28,  133,  390, 
4<Xt.  4U8,  jj27Ti2l;  John,  28,  UUL  41". 
42*;  Jonathan,  .'{74 ,  376 :  Joshua. 
401,  407.  414.  415;  Umuiel.  407.  40m, 
414,  415,  425;  Marv.  133.  1J5;  Nel- 
son, 152,  265;  Paul.  403,  4J6,  PeU-r. 
412;  TTlciraTTJ,  uj^  galiinel,  60,  373, 
VST.  497,  409.  415;  Silas,  376;  Theo- 
dora, 13.1;  Thomas  28;  Timothv, 
37;  T.  W  .  Roy.. 281);  Wm,  144.255. 

Clements,  Gershom.  198 

Cleverly,  ,  171;  Benjamin.  60,  in, 

374,  379,  380, 1TTT  430.  556,  024 ;  ETT 
eiiexerF.,447;  Ceo  K.,440;  Henry, 
59,  4111  624  ;  Jonathan,  411,  416,  422, 
(i24r~J<d>nT .15,  liO,  L2A  144,  247,  324. 
430,  452.  548.  624 ;  Joseph,  59,  60, 
144,  255,  374,  378  ,  379  ,  380.  3811,  41JL 
430,  024;  "Leonard,  407,  4J5,  (j24  ; 
l>ewis,  449;  Molly.  ILL  SaiimTf.TtOT. 
550:  Sarah,  123,  ILL  Stephen.  123, 
233,  501;  Thomas,  60,  86,  375,  62L 

CliiTord,  John  IL,  lilil 

Clinton,  Do  Wit.  578 

Clough,  John,  126;  William,  551. 

Cobb,  David,  97;  Sylvanus,  2lKl 

Cock,  Clement,  34,  212.  .326.  557. 

Co<1dington,  William,  LL  12,  22,  23, 
24,  25,  26,  45,  149,  153,  IKt,  184,  18L 
18!t,  190,  lm,  192,  1H3,  316,  33L 

Coggeshall,~Johii,  186,  188. 

Colhourne,  William,  1L  22,  23.  24. 

Colburu,  I  x- 1 ime I  A.,  410,  447;  Wil- 
liam E.t  ILL 
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Colby,  Lewis,  282. 

Cole,  Clement,  28;  Samuel,  187. 

Coloj,  J.  M..  29X 

Collev,  Jeremiad,  408. 

Collicott,  ,  70. 

Collins,  Christopher,  28j   Jacob  B., 
808;  John,  28. 

Column,  ,  43Jj  John,  237;  Rev. 

Mr.,  295. 

Compton,  John,  188. 

Conlin,  Timothy,  4JL 

Converse,  Otis,  293, 

Conway,  Thomas,  442 

Conwers,  James,  'v>7. 

Cook,  Capt..  526;  Jonathan.  24L  449; 
Michael,  442 ;  Thomas,  G2L 

Cooke,  Richard,  187^  540. 

Cooper,  8aniuel,  SHI. 

Copeland,  Asa,  420;  Kbenesnr.  1(17 : 
Kphraim,  :»!7 ;  "Isaac.  40,  400,  i|o: 
Jacob.  422;  John,  35,  00.  400,  40^ 
411,  412.  024;  Lawrence,  U*L  557; 
^TK,  Samuel,  024;  Setb,  100, 110, 
413;  Thomas,  34^  304,  368,  601;  Wil- 
Ham,  3!L 

Co|ieley,  Lionel,  453. 

( '<>r. Hoy.  C.  M  ,  211L 

Corey,  James,  28. 

Cornelius  (ueuro),  421. 

Cornell,  William.  37flj  William  M  . 
204,  340.  434.  52AL 

Corns,  John.  .r.">7 . 

Cose,  William,  <i2L 

Cotton,  .lohn,  18L  182^  185,  191,  »1. 
40T..  MB,  5SL 

Couch,  Darius  N..  til  1. 

( 'ours,  .lames,  5J5L 

Crabtree,  John,  28. 

Crafts.  Thomas,  80. 

Cranch,  Christopher  P..  80,  8_L  433: 
Lucy,  240;  Mary,  487.595;  Klchanl. 
59,  02,  03,  HJVj  HO,  178,  223,  240,  475, 
47C.  4S2,  4«L  jjKL  4VLL  402,  504,  507V, 
595,  (124 ;  William,  240,  41 1'. 

Crane,  Clement,  375;  Daniel.  BJL  024; 
Kbenewsr,  00,  23717238,  403,  430.  54!'. 
024;  KdmuTid.  315_  KlHuta  T,,  239; 
ETT/alwth,  130;  Friend,  330;  Ceo, 
431,438;  Henry.  84,  130.  422;  Jos., 
MT422,  42»i  Ralph.  422_T8amuel, 
403:  Seth,  447;  Thomas.  241,  4.30. 

Crellius,  Jos.,  473,  474^475,  L7JL  421. 

Crickney,  Charles  II  ,  iML 

Critchley,  Richard,  28. 

Crocker.  Theophllus,  ILL 

Cromwell.Oliver,  185, 189;  Richard,  ISA! 

Croiiiu.  John.  447;  Michael,  442. 

Crookcr,  Andrew,  442. 

Crosby  (Cnisbio),  Aunio,  197;  Betsy, 
150;  KbeucMT,  577;  Jonathan,  107, 
108,  :C74;  JoscpnTD,  £L  H9i  Hii 
211.  222.  232,  233,  3lpJ  328,  3JiL  BE 
501.  551,  552.  557 ,  503.  504;  Mary, 
107,  108;  Samuel,  GO;  Simon,  198, 
233;  Thomas,  107.  108,  109.  233. 

Crowninshleld,  Benjamin,  009,010. 

Cudworth,  Urbane,  152, 202. 

Cully  more,  Isaac,  28. 


Cuminitig*.  ,  224;  Charles  A.,  209; 

Noah.  517;  NoaTTL.,  440,  44L 

Cunningham,  James  H.,  440,  442j 
Rev.  Mr.  224. 

Curtis,  Abigail,  136;  Adam,  137^  238^ 
405.  400,  413. "jW,  027 ;  Ann,  137; 
IVcnjamin,  130,7^0,  6753;  Charles^ 
Lowis,  003 ;  nTe^IatusTllL.  5_:<g  i  K<1" 
ward.  4JgTi  Kli7.»bcth.l37;  Franklin, 
439,  4407T4 1 .  445,  002 ;  George,  442; 
Jesse.  41 U  Jonathan,  414,  410; 
John,  501;  Joseph,  407, 415.  410,  420; 
Josephus,  430;  Moses,  339,  FKl 
Neddy,  00,  33]£  42A  (124;  Noah,  102, 
100,  108,  130,  137,  2:t8T~2l2,  243.  204, 
443,  ML  <>02;  RcTwEaTi7535;  Sam- 
uel, 13L  238,  332,  374  ,  4097T13.  418, 
425,  552,  002,  027 ;  Solomon,  5:Vi ; 
Susanna,  130j  Theophilus,  34,  2T5, 
2X5  M8;  Thomas,  002 

Ciishliurf  Caleb.  438.  010;  Joshua,  174; 
Mr.  390;  Prentiss,  4T2;  Regemelecli, 
407.  4T5;  Thomas,  377523;  William, 

BE 

Cutler,  Benjamin  C,  Ix.  81.  238,  250, 
257  431. 

Cntshamokin,  (Indian),  350,  35L 


Dag,  .lolm.  447. 

Dagcet,  Tri stain,  4HL 

Daily,  Kd  ward.  442;  Garrett,  4i8_ 

Dais,  Ichahod,  410;  Michael  410. 

Dale,  Thomas,  EDT 

Daly,  John,  55iL 

Damon,  Kdward,  440,  447j  Ktra,  441L 

Danrorth,  John,  2TS;  MrT,  200.  205. 

Daniel,  John,  24L- 

Darling,  John,  558. 

Dark,  Dennis,  553. 

Dassett,  John,  28,  LiL 

Davenport,  AddTiigton,  3L 

David,  C.  Franklin,  533. 

Davis,  Capt.,  304;  Isaac,  010,  OH; 
John,  08,  HX1,  420.  010;  Joseph  A., 
442,  443TRcv:  Mr  2Tj0J  Samuel.  558; 
Samuel  A.,  2GJ;  William,  28. 

Davy,  John,  187. 

Dawes,  Judge,  492;  Thomas,  86,  38. 

Day,  Moses  &  <  '<>  ,  aLL 

Deadman,  Joel  P.,  334. 

Dean,  Paul,  200;   William  W.,  152, 

201.  301.  3DJL 
Dearborn,  Henry,  009;  Major  Gen., 

flH 

Decrow,  Valentine,  558. 
Doertnz,  Satnuol,  5Za. 
Delaud,  George,  281L 
Dell,  John.  558:  I/ewis,  412. 
Deunehy,  Rev.  T.  J.,  2J>L 
Denuison,  Daniel,  410. 
I>ennys,  Fdward,  28. 
Denton,  Jacob,  422. 
Derby,  Edward,  3},  55A. 
Dermody,  Patriok~74_lZ- 
Derry,  Horace  A. ,  440. 
Despard,  Lambert, 
Devauy,  John,  508. 
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Devens,  Charles,  Jr  .  ail. 

De  woody,  Mortimer  U,  444 

Dewson,  Edward  II  .  flPH, 

Dexter,  Lord  Timothy,  603;  Nathan- 
iel, 44ilj  Richard,  331  ;~Samuel,  000 

Deza,  William.  65jL 

Dickerman,  Adeline,  335;  Charles  0., 
447;  Lvsander,  288. 

Diense,  Peter,  558. 

Dill,  John, 

Dlllaway,  8.  C,  222. 

Dlmblebee,  William,  540.  558. 

Kim  mock,  Col.,  441;  WTTHam  R.,342. 

Dinely,  William,  IB7- 

Ding,  Edward,  55n 

Ditson,  William,  15(11 

Dixwell,  ,  ML 

Doble,  John,  408;  Joseph,  40jL 

Dodge,  Isaac,  '241. 

Doe,  Rev.  Mr. ,  207. 

Dqmttj  Isaac,  558;  John,  373;  Seth, 
373. 

Dolan,  John,  ILL 

Donahue,  Gen.,  U0, 

Donley,  James,  447. 

Donnavau,  Timothy,  444 

Dorr,  Edward,  5JM 

Dorren,  James,  80,  279,  624L 

Dorifleld,  BarnaWn,  4GO,  542,  558  5&L 

Dossett,  John,  538. 

Douglass,  Francis,  442,  443. 

Douty.  Ichahod.41fl. 

Dow,  Everett,  152. 

Dowd,  James  J.,  440 

Downam,  John,  558. 

Downor,  Daniel,  4QS. 

Downing,  Deerman,  558;  John,  371L 

Downs,  ,  U2L 

Dmke,  Rev.  Mr.,  208;  Thomas,  430, 
818.     

Drew,  Samuel,  058. 

Driscoll,  John  M  ,  443 

Driver,  Joseph  M.,  202;  Thomas,  233. 

Druillettes,  Father,  27JL 

Dudley,  Joseph,  43,  52, 184,  248,  2ZL 

Dimuun,  ('has  (J.,  W±  William  It. , 
107.  332.  BBL 

Dummer,  Jeremiah,  402;  Richanl 
18H.  184;  William,  250,  551. 

Dunbar,  Hosca,  375;  .lames,  411;  Jo- 
siah,  370i  Rev.  Mr.,  223;  STmipson, 
40.3.  42t[f  Samuel,  37JL 

I)iinham,  Caleb,  373;  Isaac,  370:  Ma- 
ry, JIL 

Dunn,  Arthur,  447. 

Durant,  Nicholas,  rJ\R 

Durgln,  Jonathan  C,  447. 

Duror,  Gilleom,  4JUL 

Dutton,  John  L.,  518;  Seth,  4JJL 

Dwelle,  John,  24lj  John  B  ,  002,  003; 
tamuul,  34)5,  4U7,  £15,  430,  <5L 

Dwitiht,  Henry  TT7  201;  "Joseph,  373, 

5blL 

Dyer(Diah),  Benjamin,  37G,  403,  407. 
410,  411  415.  410:  Christopher,  lfil, 
370;  fcbabod,  407,  415;  Jonathan, 
370;  Thomas,  70;  \\Wam,  1BL 

Dyke,  Col.,  ILL 


Eager,  Thomas,  247,  24_K. 

Karnes,  David,  101. 

East,  Francis,  28. 

Easterbrook,  Charles  G.,  5J3. 

Eastman,  Lucius  R.,  280. 

Eaton,  Ellsaous.'JOO;  Elisha,  558, 
Horace,  442;   Nathaniel,  411:  Sam- 
uel, 411 

Eccles,  John,  ILL 

Edmondston,  Archibald,  AAlL 

Edwards,  James,  lm  258,  44?,  49J. 

Eells,  Nathaniel,  333;  Mr.,  22L 

Ela,  Daniel,  fiOKj  Elisha  T.  C,  447: 
Samuel,  140,  508,  518;  Samuel 7t7 
112. 

Elkiim,  Henry,  182. 

Elliou,  Francis,  13,  16,  28,  ML  45,  m, 
S6Rj  Jacob, 33,  IS&r  John^OjlkfrT, 
ggCgOjj  Richard  G.,  202,  \\Tllia111, 

ml 

Ellis,  Hannah,  323;    Richard,  442: 

Rufus,  22L 
Ellison,  Richard,  558. 
Ellsworth.  A.  A.  2*8. 
Elwell,  Aioiiso,  447;  R.  Warren,  447: 

William  H..  igT   

Embury,  Philip,  MtT. 

Emerson,  Burkley,  177;  Thomas  A., 

287. 

Enderly,  Joseph  S.,  440. 

Endlcott,  ,  8. 

Enright,  Michael,  442. 

Ettcr,  Margaret,  L44j  Peter,  144,  313, 

3£L  380,  300^  474,  47JL  HiL  477,  418. 
EuHtisTwiTTTam,  574,  010. 
Everett,  Edward,  WKt,  5<u,  510,  mO; 

James,  33;  Timothy,  fifiS. 
Ewell,  Charles  F..  442;  John  J..  442: 

Lendell  H.,  44JL 
Ezgate,  Elenzer,  558. 


Fairbanks,  Richanl,  170, 182. 

Fairfield.  ,  H4,  2QS. 

Fallon,  John.  2UL  . 

Fuueuil,  Amlruw,  275;  Peter,  41HL 

Fan  1  ham,  Chaa.  CTT3M:  Daniel,  155. 

Farii8worth,  Deacon,  207. 

Farrer,  Jonathan,  490 

Faxon,   ,  413,  549j     Ann,  15*1; 

Asaph,  027j   Azarlnh,  302,  410,  413. 

410,  ggLjjgjj  Benjamin,  231;  Caleb, 

82,  404,  028; "Edward.  410;  Francis, 

408.  4 12 -Henry  II..  73.  ML  175,283; 

Horatio  N.,  447;  Isaiah,  4ftS;  James, 

30,  80,  PjOj  .3707405.  40Qt  (gL  028:  J. 

&  XL  7T7,  003;  Job,  157TT23T;  J. 

Franklin,  443TJol. p.  73,  434;  Joaiah. 

422;  Mrs..W;  Relief,  ISOTRlchard. 

1 50.  '■'•I 4.404;  Thus.,  45740,  47.  380, 

442,  .M.i,  rgHTMo,  sna.gno;  wmiam, 

443;  WilliamTT.  310,  115. 
Feakes,  Lieut.,  19,  %5T 
Feltis,  Asa  W.,  442:  Win.  n.  41Q. 
Fen  no,  Jesse,  967  238.  C287^Sarauel, 

422;  WilliamTSDT-^ 
Fenton,  Michael,  447:  Thomas,  375, 
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Fonwick,  Bishop.  148.  278. 
Fernald,  Ichabod  N  ,  533, 
Fessnnden,  Benjamin, 558;  Jonathan, 

373^  375^  408,  412,  418, 
Ffnrr,  Old,~S58. 
Fidelia  (Slave),  2511 

Field,  Benjamin,  00,  134*  <<2-h  Debo- 
rah, 134  ;  Ebenezer.  00,  232,233,  400, 
412,  0257  Bphraim,  105;  George  IT., 
442  ;  Harvey,  332:  "Henry.  418,  422; 
Jlickson,  00.  400,  4J2,  50T,  025j  .JasT, 
00,43^025;  Job.  418,  420,  421.  425; 
John,  4907412;  Joseph.  00,  134,  240, 
4<^i!2,  025_;  Lemuel,  406,  407,  4 1  r, ; 
Mehitahle,  134;  Mr.  370;  Rev.  T  , 
263;  Sum  tie),  625j  William,  38,  00. 
ZXt,  400,  412.  418T518,  025;  William 

a..  £nr 

Fibber,  Lieut.,  L  2. 
Fillmore,  Millanl,  3QX 

Fisher,  C,  335;  Joshua.  30. 472;  Josi- 
ah,  128;  Mehitable,  128,  2TT1  Mr., 
320,  327 ;  K.  IT..  440;  Samuel,  558. 

Fiske,  Ann,  110.  217:  John.  203,  200; 
Moses.  UJ,  JJiL  204,  205,  200.  WJ2 
200,  2J_L  2_14,2_15,  21jL  217,  2JJL  245, 
285,  338.  542,  558;  Mr.,  173,  224 ;  TSa- 
F717,  nr.,  gw. 

Fitzgerald,  Michael.  113. 

FHzpatrlck,  ,  2I1L 

Fitzslmimtn*.  Nov.  T.  270,  2TL 
Flaherty,  William,  J_LL 

Flanders,   ,  6JJL 

Flatman,  Thomas,  10,  74,  558. 
Flemming.  Garrett,  447. 
Fletcher.  Frederick,  44T[  Joseph,  442. 
Flint  (Flvnt).  He  v.  Henrv.    X,  xiii, 
13.  30, 3L  08,  U4,  116,  104,  12£L  201, 

202.  203,  245,  330,  340,  538.  530.  558; 
Jacob,  152;  Rev  ."Jacob,  01,  ^2,"T>TT 
Rev.  MrT7224;  Tlev.  JosianT  x.  20T, 

203.  204.  r>'flt»largery,  110.  203,  340, 
34 1 ;  Tutor,  x,  xl,  xii. 

Ffncher.  Thomaa.  480,  481. 

Flynn,  Joseph,  447;  William,  441. 

Foley,  Thomaa,  47»T.  4M. 

Folletl,  George,  5T8j  Wm.  IT,  440, 

Folsom,  Uvi  (I  .  1M 

Fontrey,  Francis,  4J1L 

Forbes,  Robert  B.,  308.  . 

Ford,  Joseph,  558;  William.  407,  415. 

Foster,  ,470;  Asa,  370;  (1  nod  man, 

558;  OreenTeaT  P..  447;  Joseph  0., 

21M;  Thomas.  28. 
Fowle,  Jacob,  80,  025. 
Fox,  Samuel,  202. 
France,  Col.,  ILL 
Francis,  John,  MB, 
Franklin.  Benjamin,  377;  John,  474. 

475,470,411. 
Frnry,  Luc  i  an  II. ,  288.  t 
Franncls,  Jun,  401. 
Frederick,  Eleazer,  38,  73,  508.  518; 

George,  508:  John,  508,  William, 

5Q8;  &  Field.  512,  £18, 
Freeborn,  William,  188. 
Freeman,  Cornwallis,  422;  Samuel, 

122. 


French,  ,  404,  400;  Abraham,  420; 

Adam,  374  ,  375;  ^Adonijab,  411,  414, 
415;  Aha.y.408,410,  416;  Alexander, 
373;  Alphons,  303:  Asa,  180;  Benj. 
4Qr>,  4QH;  Ben  jawfil  V„.  678;  Caleb, 
405.  410,  413,  12Q,  422; Caroline, 
Bf?Q  l»anieT7lQ7.  100.  174,  175,  178, 
170,  '237,  .305,  403.  108,  413,  428,  433, 
431;  I >»niel  F. , 440, 4Hi7T>.<vvT<T,  375; 
Dependence.  34. 501  ■  548:  Dora,  34T; 
Khan.  408,413,  422j  Elijah.  374.1047 
410.  420;  Elinor,  124:  Kunice  V., 
578 ;  K.  Thomas,  4J4j  Father,  270  ; 
Francis  W..  442:~Qeorge  H..  TTT, 
175;  Gideon,  408,  410,  422,  520; 
Grace,  118:  Jncob,  373,  375,  370; 
John.  16,  28,  34,  118,  124,  Hi,  501. 
518,  5-10;  Jonathan,  30,428;  Joseph, 
14'!,  410.  413.  414.  41'..  508;  Joshua, 
.174,  403.  40K,  4  13,  414,  421  ;  .losiah, 
340,  405,  40il;~Jotham,  421_j  Lewis 
K. .  442,  443jMoses,  30, 300,  400, 413, 
418  ,  428  ,  578,  027 ;  Nathaniel^  405, 
400,  413,  4J8,  4217-122;  Nehemlah, 
.374,  .[TCT;  Keiihen.  405,  408;  Samuel, 
2^2^214,2^210.37-1;  Seth,374, 
370;  TheoJore,  421:  Thomas,  34. 
2W,30D.  301,  403,400,414,428;  Tim- 
othy. 373.  375,  403,  407,  lWj  415,  418; 
Washington  M.,  W,  HO;  William^ 
200,  3ii0;  Zeiios.lH,  418,  422;  Z. 
Aaron,  .354 

Kikm,  Jacob,  407  .  4  jO,  4JJL 
Frignglietti.  Rev.  Francis  218. 
Frizzed,  John,  540,  558. 
Frost,  Charles.  444j  Geo.,  412;  Phebe, 
408 

Frothiiighain,  N.  L.,  224. 
Fnrnald,  Alonzo,  440. 


Gage,  Gov  .  388;  Isaiah,  32. 

Gallop,  Nathaniel,  375: 

Gannett,  Charles  E  ,  440;  Ezra  S., 

224,  227;  Joseph,  558. 
Gardiner,  David,  42Il  Robert,  12£L 
Gardner,  Henry  J.,  010, 611;  William, 

100. 

Garing,  ,fohn,  10,  558. 

Garrity,  Bernard^  444,  Patrick,  005. 

Gaston,  William,  (ILL 

GatliiTe,  Tliomas,  543.  545,  510,  558. 

Gav.  Benjamin.  4327433;  David,  373; 

KI»one*er  V.,  00.  62ZL  Honry  A.. 

tm-.   llenrv  F..  430:    Henry  T. ,  00, 

025;  .lothum,  375;  Oliver,  253,  410; 

Rev.  Mr.,  223. 
Gear,  I).  L  .  15L 

Gee,  ,  3L 

Gent,  John,  MB, 

George,  John, (Indian  John,)  304,  305, 

300.  307;  Simon  (Indian,)  67»2; 
Samuel.  3JJ. 

Gerry,  Elbrldge,  06, 07,  08,  (DO. 

Gezer,  Earnestian,  478. 

Gibbons.  Ambrose,  542:  Edward,  19, 

301,  303,  542,  543,  544,  545;  George 
M  ,  211 
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Gibson,  Edward  J,  447;  George  \V  , 

440.  440;  J.,  007. 
OiTTTmlTJohn.  40K  400,  470. 
Gilbert,  TliomaaTioL 
GUe,8amuel,  2s; 
Giles,  James,  558. 
Glllcer.  John,  558. 

Gill.  George  L,  180,  443;  Mom,  000. 
Thomas,  'SIS. 

G  ill.'  It,  Si  II  K.I  I,  ,V_1i 

Glenitoii.  lien jumiii,  374;  Joseph,  400 
Glom,  John.  338, 

Glover,  Benjamin,  132;  KbaiMUer,  00, 
1£L  8i  KM,  132,  025;  K.I  ward. 
Klishu.  00.  130,  132,  4J2,  4411.  025; 
Ellm,  133;  Elisabeth.  130,  131 ; 
Enoch.  628;  Esther,  131;  Exru,  RET 
m  334,  ILL  028;  Horatio  N..  241, 
332;  JftlltM  M  .  SL  John,  21.  tin",  (Hi. 
BTgi  LiL  430,  5JML  005,  023;  John 
J.,  508,  72,  334j  Josiah.  Oil,  Hi  82, 
132,    433,   4JM,  G25j    I^wis.  i2_L 

425;  Mary,  131^  Nathaniel,  no. 
I3L  24L  tarigf  Nathaniel  E., 

440;  Polly,  132,  23Hj  Samuel  K  , 
4'>ii;  Sar.ih,  13J_;  Sophia  J_  132; 
Thomas,  130,  131;  Williuiu,  liO,  131, 
132,625;  Willlum  B..  442;  William 
434  4,g> 

Gfovd.  Jacob,  413,  418. 

Goffe,  Wllllnin,  540,  Mi. 

Gold,  Cupt  290. 

Gohlie,  Henry  P..  444. 

Gol.Whwaile.  O.  IT,  XV) 

Gol.lwalte,  Jacoh,  373,  31fL 

Gooch.  JiUMH,  400;  John,  400,  41H; 
Joseph,  U±L  3flOT:t70.  :t7 1 .  321L  ilKL 
484.  551.  504^  WIlTum,  ££1. 

Good.  Frauds,  05JL 

Good  ridge.  J  O.,  2Q1L 

( iiH(1|  win,  William,  303, 

Gookina,  Daniel,  107 

Gordon,  George  \V.,  011. 

Gore,  Christopher,  BB, 

Gorton,  Samnol,  15.  10.  17. 

Cmil. I,  (GonltO,  Frauds,  MM;  Gard- 
ner, 420;  J.  1]^,  200;  Thomas,  fcffl, 

Gourua*,  John  M.,  140 

Graham,  John  It.,  171.  000,  Ml 

Grume,  Samuel,  l'h, 

Grandy,  .rumen,  410. 

Grunt,  Ulysses  8.,  J  HQ, 

Graven,  Ephraim,  375; 

Gray,  Benjamin,  44!); 
William  D.,  LUL 

Grayner,  Murtln,  *mi 

Green,  Eheueser,  238;  Jam**.  241. 
440;  John.  520;  John  A.,  IDS.  170, 
325.  520,  530;  Jonathan.  374.  375; 
M.  Elisabeth",  5.30;  St  Prescott,  EE 

Greouhill.  William.  453,  4j£L 

Green  leaf,  Daniel,  78,  !«_;,  100  230.  237 
•2M.  244 ;  Elisalteth,  230;  Heirs,  38; 
John,  230,  240.  241.  40T;  I.noy.  24fi, 
241;  Mary,  237;  Nancy.  240;  Stephen 
240;  Thomas,  0i  101,  102,  100, 
237  .  238,  240,  242  ,  243  ,  204  .  344  .  433, 
57'J,  ML;  WlTIum,  2411 


John,  558. 
Rev    Dr..  243; 


Green  Her,  John,  338. 

Greenwich,  William.  55;  William  W  , 

Gregory,  John,  70.  80.  81,200,201,  433. 

434:  J.  d  .  437 
Granville,  Mr.,  2ZL 
Gridley,  Richard,  182. 
Griggs,  Humphrey.  16.  HM. 


j  Grinnell,  Joseph,  :»oa. 
Grlse.  Charles.  538. 


Griswold,  A.  V.,  250. 
Cron.se,  Isaac,  188. 
(J  rove,  John,  5.'^ 
Grows,  John,  .v.s 

Gulliver,  Cuto,  422;  Ru'us,  422;  Sam- 
uel, 338. 

Gunnison,  Hugh,  28,  187. 

Gurnet,  (Giroey),  Elijah,  407,  410, 
411.  415;  John,  358;  Thomas,  4LL 

Gulridge,  Hubert,  358. 


Habersham,  James,  5_5JL 

Hiickott,  William,  OLL 

Huhutiim.  Old,  (Indian).  4JL  42. 

llaiford,  John,  55m 

Hulls,  Abby  L.  332. 

Hall,  ,  1327340;  James.  140,  147, 

148.  237  .  238.  278.  430;  James  "ET, 
205;  Job,  Hi;  JohnTOO,  85,  87.  90. 
22,  102,  1(57133.  238.  301.  406.  418. 
425.  5W.  trr.,  020;  Johu  O..  202 ; 
Thither,  4jTj  Sarah,  13JL 

Hullctt,  Benjamin  F  ,  Q11L 

Hal  ley,  Jsmni,  '.?77 

Hullnwell,  Hon  j, mi  in,  -T74. 

Hamcnt,  Timothy,  :170. 

HauiilUm.  Alexander,  52L 

Hummnnd,  Charles,  442:  William 
B  .  288. 

Hampton,  Maj.  Geu  .SiEL 

Hanouck,  Ebenezer,  218j  21!^  407,  410, 
415;  John,  (Rev.),  1x7x10*7^  LLL 
TT>77  lil3.  202,  217.  218  .  210.  220.  223. 
228.  233.  245,  251.  330,  3~42.  358.  5H0; 
•JhUii,  (Guv!),  til,  02,  »i.  117.  21 H. 
210,  220,  ^72,  342,  420,  424,  480,  400, 
4!HI.  52:1.  580,  5«L  5ST58A  000,  J oTTu 
II.  W..  582;  Mary.  108,5110. 

Harbor,  .loTm,  ,3ir7,  538. 

Harder,  Isaac,  -110 

Hardier,  Richard,  547.  338. 

Harding*,  Jonathan,  S38;  Robert,  188. 

Hardmau,  John,  538 

Har>lwiok,  (Hart wick),  Adam,  241. 
430.  480;  Charles,  430.  025;  Charles 
IJ_  38;  C.  H.  A  Co..  M8j  Ellra- 
beth,  4J[8j  Krederick,  00,  102,  100, 
238.  204.  330.  340,  430,  4337  442,  505, 
OiiL  002,  (]25;  Frederick  Philip.  480; 
Henry,  00,  100,  2^0,  3ji5,  H«L  480. 
i«l:t.  O'^;  Johli7:U2.  47!',  480;  John 
Peter,  480]  Peter,  5U,  025;  Philip, 
480:  W~P.  ft  J.  M,.  002. 

Hanly,  Benjamin,  442. 

Haremau,  Nathaniel,  liL 

Harmon,  William,  028, 

Hurlar,  John,  2jL 
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I  l  u  per,  Joseph,  558. 
Harriman,  William,  JlvL 
Harrington,  Leonard  11,  447. 
Harris,  John  Lu,  437;   Kichard,  558 ; 

ThntMena  M  , : 224,  'ML 
Harskrthin,  Christian  8.,  418. 
Haskell,  Thomas,  gD,  i?ir,. 
IIhmmU)  .lolm,  IfiL 

Hastings,  Jonathan,  177;  John,  10. 

55H;  William,  iLL 
Hasty,  David  s.,  r.-ut. 
Hathaway,  Groruc  1 1.,  411;  Nicholas, 

20, 

I  hitman,  Thomas,  r>T>8. 
Haven,  K«»l»erl,  '£L 
ll.iwes,  Samuel,  373. 
llawke,  Mary,  218. 
Hawkins,  .Tallies  20:  Thomas,  20. 
Havdcn,   (Hevdou,)   (Hot. Ion,)  171: 
Abel,  427,  d^rin,  fijjr^  Alexander, 
|Qj^  Aininailali.  4Q1,  121  .422;  Anon, 
1127;    Arthur  I,  ,  44:!;    I  tail '..-It.  412; 
Tloujamin,  ^  bV,  \**L 
027;  Caleb,  00,  408,  il?^  i~L  1MB: 
CEinBHt.3T4.8TB.  404;  Cyrus,  4ns 
41(1;  Daniel.  37'5T3'70.  408.  421 :  David 
.iTii;   Kheuezor,  125,  304,  ilOj  Kli, 
403;   Klijah,  374_1  KHsTTa,  :|73,  3J7A 
420;  Knocli,  370^  405,  408,  418,  420? 
ISTl  <  {conre  ~L~.  440,  TTenry,  412; 
Isaac,  375j  Jacob.  408^  4J\L  415,  422: 
Jonathan.  217.  gOjj  gWj  .li»T7n7  41?, 
5:15. 5  to ;  .It>.n'pn72l2.  405.  I  Hi;  .!<» 
slab.  :t.2.  :M>S;  I >«rvi,  415;  I^  wih,  :i'.5. 
.    420,  422]  N»lh:uii«innL  1HL.  412. 
11 5. 420. 421, 420,  H25;  Nehemiah.  :t4, 
57.  'JoS.  I'lo.  21. "i.  21  I,  2 1  < i .  2ST.,  Ill, 
452,  MM,  B50;  Uichard,  370;  IlicliaTn 
TT~447;  Robert,  4JM,  405,  40*1^  413, 
41H;  Samuel,  ffiL  364,  4J»j  Solomon, 
4I!>;  Stephen.  40^40^1111;  Susan- 
na, 535;   William,  2^i,  W4,  40^  411, 
4ir>.  421.  422;  Zebra,  4m,  40!),  41:'., 
4  Hi,  418,  422.  425 
Hayes.  President,  5! Mi. 
Ilayues,  Aaron,  2<IU  J.  P.,  2GIL 
Uayward,  Aaron,  -HKt;  Abraham,  410: 
Ailam.  4 Hi;  Itaritauw.  411;  llcnja- 
min.  ML  400;  ltcmmu  403,  400,  41^ 
Caleb,  4I3j   Daniel,  40L.  4JW,  408, 
410.  411,420;  Daniel  1'.,  157:  David 
I'  .  jgg  41.1;  Kheuezer,  1577177.414; 
Elias,  ISOj  Ulizalieth,  157 ;  Janus, 
420,  025;  John,  157,  L70.  41.^; 
Jonathan.  .M.  us.  :vjn:  Jtwtoph,  :i7l, 
301,  40:t.  0*':  Joshua,  403:  l^tis,  157  ; 
Ohadiah,  422_;   Uichard,  28;  KutTi, 
118;  Samuel,  4Mj  Sarah,  ITS;  Silas, 
4 OS;  Simeon,  40!»;  Thomas,  407,  410. 
til,  41.-.,  4  Hi.  1J1.  122;  Zeha.405.  40*; 
Zcbulnn.  ioi  nil  407,  40O  Hi 
Heath,  J.  (5.  1^  2"i2jWilliam,  HO,  !<0, 
IfL  100,  C*Y.) 

Ileinen,  Abraham,  fiS8. 
Hennemj,  John,  444. 
Henahaw,  William,  §22. 

Ilepworth,  ,  227. 

llenlin,  John,  SUL 


Ilerriek,  Gideon,  422. 

Ilerney,  .  421;  David,  422j  lieu 

•  lion,  42J_i  Thoinaii,  37JL 

Hctherwton.  Martin,  44S, 

Ilevens,  William,  2Z2. 

Hcwex,  Jo>hua,  451;  Natlianiel, 

Ilewsti-ail,  llnlierTTIIiL 

llifkiik,  Charlea  LL,  2H2j  Wm.,  4&L 

lli^uin-,  Daniel,  558 ;  Samuol,  20IL 

llill,.lnuathaii,lHL 

Hilt,  John.ifiL 

Hilton.  I-Mwanl,  8. 

I  Muck  lev.  Kl»eney.er,  B58;  Kliphalet, 
:<7li;  William,  334. 

Ilttcheock,  Calvin,  2UL 

Hoar,  Leonard,  UA  12U. 

Hobart  (Ilohard,  HuborfT),  Adam, 
4ft"..  400,  413.  <ri7;  Itenjamin,  35: 
Caleb,  31.  41.  54.  123.  20JL  23L  3W. 
4 10.  B4S.  mm,  l?27 :  Daniel,  '24Q. 
Kliy.alM-tb,  mTjollll.  4Q5,  I  OS,  IIP, 
Jraihmi,  £»,  4«»S.  410  H  i.  Ii27:  J«» 
Mllll,  ?Jj  Wtbaniel.  jHi,  122;  Neho- 
miah.  20ti;  I Vter, 37A  3iA?Mj  s«m- 
uel,  50,  42L  *Mi  William, 
375,        4Q5,  42^L 

H«Mlget«.  Joseph,  313. 

Ilotlckinran,  Miehael,  523. 

HofTenbnrn,  John,  307. 

HoKK,  Kichanl,  HL 

Uolbrook,  Caleb.  150j  David.  150, 410, 
413.  411*:  KlMMiexer,  420;  KlhdiaT^T, 
■.'■Mi;  l.malwMl,  4««,  4JETl»27j  Jame«, 
4 IP.  413.  <»27 John,  4P74I8.  453, 
Hit,  471.  f.27 :  JonaUian.  LolL  40T, 
405.  4«>!i,  027 :  fdeut ,  .'WO:  Lydia, 
PglP;  fliiry,  (.27;  Mosea,  Vj^  Off! 
WT,  540:'  Nathan.  412j  Nathaniel. 
40S.  418:  Nehomiah.  410^  4K1,  027; 
Samuel.  027;  Sihut,  405.  420TThom- 
as.  34^  (jTj  301,  408^  410,  54!},  5Ui 

Holdon,  Henry  A  .  44T;  John  O.,  170j 
Uaudall,  MlL 

Hnllaml,  James,  421 ;  John,  <!!). 

11  oil  is.  Harnabas,  408 ;  llenjamin.411. 
412:  Daniel,  00.4O5.4O8;  David.  410; 
Isaiw,  HL  4J0.  421,  428:  Jedmliab, 
204_i  John.  31.  37i,  40K  505.  i;2.3,  tr27; 
Jonathan.  375]  Nathaniel.  405;  Saii^ 
ttel,  08j  Silair405.  40S,  4 IS;  Simeon, 
407.  415;  Stephen,  4Hj_;  Tliomaa,  375, 
37ii,  1Q5.  400,413.  418,  511,  617.  518. 

Bgjjj  52X 

!  Holmes,  Almoran,  508;  Klmer  W., 
5.T2:  Naaman       12.  523,  525j  Sam- 
uel,  4J2;  Zebulon,  IiH 
II. •It.  Albert,  122. 
Hooper,  J.  C  437. 

IIo|h«.  Henry,  r>.84.  585.  580;  Inane, 

477 ;  Zarbery,  412. 
Hor^au,  John,  I  IT 

Horton,  (Houghton),  David,  325.; 
J^henezer,  558:  Knoch.GO,  025;  Isaac. 
413. 418.  422;  Ijemuel,  4H^  IJovu 
(i  .  IjJOj;  Samuel,  422j  WTTTTam,  422. 

H.Mi-b,  (Haul»h),  Athcrton,  LL.  2jL 

23.  45,  183,  184J  308. 
Houston,  Samuel,  432. 
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Howard,  Aarun,  411;  Adam,  3T3J  Be- 
notil,  414;  Hepzihah,  2!ri;  .fames, 
GO.  4187420;  Joshua,  "4T18;  Noah, 
374;  Samuel;  212j  Simeon,  414:  Zeb- 
uTon  411.  412.  414. 

Howe,  (How),  Gen.,  500;  TJames  B., 
jjjg ;  Rcfiinald  H,  218^  250j  Timo- 
55tf. 

Howell,  Luke,  420. 
Howland,  William  O. .  442. 
llowloy.  Michael  .f.,  ill. 
Hubbard,  John.   452,  402,  4JH,  47Jj 

Nathauiel,  403,  SBST 

Hudson,  ,  07;  George,  4  Hi, 

Hughes,  James,  447 

Hull,  John,  350,  453,  47L  472:  Robert, 

187. 

Humphreys.  John,  437. 

Hunne,  George,  20. 

Huuneman  &  Co.,  7 

Hunt,  ,  4»0j    Adam,  407,  415; 

Anthonr.  405,  408,  414,  422,  (SB; 
Benjamin,  375,  ill,  Hi  Caleb,  4(71, 
413:  Churlos  N.,  440,  445;  Daniel, 
:«7t ;  Klmuc/er,  iW,  422;  Kliphar.. 
■Ill:  Kphraiui  374,  403^  40H,  403; 
Gideon,  420;  Isaac,  42ffj~Jacob.  403; 
John,  374,  ML  4J0,  4207421;  JonephT 
(50,  330.  331.02.->;  JoHiaTi,409;  Latum, 
421);  lieiniifl,  42T[  Nitthiui,  4.10; 
Nathaniel,  iQL  400,  411,  4_LL  HL 
415,4^0;  S  iiiMtcl,  374,  412,  420,  422; 
8^1,4^420,422:  William.TJJl,  S3T 

Hniltarj  Qeonmi  (Indian),  552;  John, 

40a. 

Hunting,  Daniel,  400. 
HunUMin,  Itev.  Mr.,  22L 
Hnnl,  Isaac,  jjjjfjj  John,  20]  Luke.  8!), 
Ii25. 

Hatchings,  John,  025. 

Hutchinson,  Ann,  182^  183,  180,  103, 

543:   I'M  ward,  30,  37,  187j  lCiTvv;mC 

Jr..2U,31j  Mr.,^^  Richard. 

187:  Thomas,  372;  Williau.,  1_L  12, 

■2±  24,  25,  187,  188,  ID1L 
Huxford,  Daniel  H  ,  5iiIL 


Indian,  John,  301,  305,  300,  :tK7. 

Ingersoll,  .  311 

1  n  man,  Samuel,  558 
lrona,  Samuel,  558. 
I  vers,  Timothy,  442 


Jackson,  Andrew,  430;  Edward,  4H0; 
John,20j  Rev.  Mr.,  218. 

James,  Brother*,  4!M:  Mr.,  IgOj  Wil- 
liam, 2J0,  4JJL 

Jameson,  Charles  II.,  440:  Jonathan, 
100,  518. 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  344,  573 

Jeffrey,  ,  8j  Patrick,  Q'.'-s 

Jenkins,  Horace,  334^  Oliver, 231. 303; 
William,  80, 620. 

Jepson,  John,  20. 

Jewell,  (Juel),  ^  hH>L 


Jowott,  Kbenezer,  100,  204:  Raul,  2M7_; 
William,  2BL 

John,  Sagamore,  (Indian),  4JL 

Johnson,  Albion  IL  28»;  Asa  S., 
140;  Capt.,  304j  Catherine.  140;  Dr., 
Bgj  KdwarT~543;  Francis  M.,  73; 
1<  liuhod,  137;  James.  187;  John, 
I'.I3. 20(L437iJoiiathan,  442;  Joshua, 
I4Q,  57 1 ;  Ixuiisa  Catherine,  574; 
Samm?Tr410;  Samuel  It.,  510,  5TT; 
William.  442.  4AL 

Juice,  I  Joist,  Joyce),  Kdwiu  L.,  440, 
ill;  Both,  «»,  025. 

Jones,  Abraham,  412;  Itonjainiu,  410, 
K.I  ward,  374;  Kphraim,  558;  Geo., 
443;  JacoD7l22;  Joseph,  5327  Pelee 
FT403.  4tK;~5amuel.  370.  BP.  413, 
422.  428;^Wlllium.  447 

JoTUanTTTarawh^O ;  John,  403,  400. 
413;  Samuel,  370. 

Josephs,  Freeman,  440;  Levi  H. ,  200, 
(Mh  Uriel,  447 

Jossclyn,  Nathan.  230,  403,  4!fi;  Rob- 
ert, 440. 

Joy,  Jacob,  420;  Samuel,  .375 

J osco,  I'nlor,  558. 

Jyaus,  Mutthews,  187. 


Kash,  Godfrer,  484. 

Keating,  A I  her t,  440,  440;  Teter,  230. 

Keayne,  (Keau,  Kcene),  Benjamin, 

2»;  Robert,  187 
Keeuan,  Matthew,  447 
Kehoe,  John,  447. 

Keith,  Harrison  A.,  340;  Solomon , AIL 

Kelly,  James,  447 :  John,  447; 

Kelley,  SamuefTSai.  210. 

Keiidall,  Uev.  Mr.,  J»5j  William,  4JJL 

Kennedy,  JamoH,  444 

Kenuison,  Georgo  P.,  44*2. 

Kuut,  Uichanl,  .y.y 

Kcttell,  Kehccca,  310 

Keyahgunson,  Thomas,  (fndiaii).  4L 

Kiblier,  Charles  L^  441 

Kidby,  f^ewis,  20. 

Kidder,  William,  518. 

Kimball,  Howard  M.,  JJiL 

King,  Klsmoxur.  558;  John.  375;  l'hil- 

ip,  (InJiaii),  35!l.  :HHi. 
K in-Icy ,  John,  548.  058. 
King  mall,  Alexander,  418;  Henry,  67; 

James.  400.  411.  413TJosephf  428; 

Thomas,  401. 
Kiii^slmry,  David,  437. 
Kintpdey,  (Kinsley),   Samuel,  558; 

Stephen,  10,  2!),  07,  74,  158,  1SJ4,  i5iL 

558,  am, 

Kirby,  William  T. ,  442. 
Kirk  Icy,  William,  20. 
K inland,  I'hilip,  :P23;  Siiwuiua,  323. 
KittridKC,  Josiah  N.,  447. 
Kueelaud,  John, 
Kuowles,  Mr.,  100,  lid. 
Knox,  Daniel  ~M7C,  508:  John  C, 
50JL 

Kutshamakin,  (Indian),  see  Cutsha- 
mokin. 
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Laharce,  .John  C,  21LL 
Labonchere,  Henry,  585 
I  .:unh,  John,  54JL.  B58;  Thomas,  212, 
Lainl>ert,  (Lambart),   Joseph,  374; 
Major,  550 

I  iimhton,   ,  247. 

ljarnont,  Hubert,  558 

Ijnmson,  Kbenosor. 058. 550 ;  John  If., 

I.nno,  ,420;   Kli,  421;  Levi,  420, 

R.  ft  (;.,TCTT7m 
Lang*]  on,  Rev.  Mr.,  223. 
tangue,  Louis,  AlfL 
Laphnm,  Frederick  A.,  440:  Oeorge 

F..  447;  Joseph  A.,  440;  William, 

LL  H  .  440,  441,  447. 
I-arkin,  Jolin,  4JiL  " 
tarrabce,  Renjamin,  1AL 
Lathrop,  Samuel,  010. 
Lawless,  Hichanl,  447. 
Lawrence,  Anion,  105,  505j  Amos  A., 

on. 

I  mailer,  Richard.  400,  HIT,  \ii± 
licahy.  Michael,  442. 
Lear,  Christopher,  4lfi. 
Leavitt,  ( Levit),  Charles  F.,  447j  Dan- 
iel.  BOL 

Lcc  Jesse.  208;  John,  422;  Philip, 

4  1 1 ;  Sainnel,  3XG. 
l^ecch,  Isaac,  AU  ;  Samuel,  411. 
I  je  favour,  Amos.  21*2. 
I>cqareo,  Daniel,  220.  558;  Francis, 

Lnllon,  John,  41H. 

Leonard,  ,  ]m±  Daniel,  fiQ8j  Hen- 
ry, U>'K  470;  John,  4<g»;  John  »., 
280fKllas,  2^  2(50,  33L 

Litherlaml,  William,  18L 
Letton,  John,  4 Hi. 
Leuchars,  Rol»ert  R.,  22. 
Levorot,  Don.  CJov.,  205.  3GL 
I-owls,  Jacob,  4s  1 , 

Lincoln,  Abraham.  18o.  577;  Reuja- 
min,  4ir»,  4l»l  JUL  iiii  400;  <  Charles 
K.,  444j  Jacob,  Yl\\  U,  375;  Levi, 
243, TEEL  LvoTa  N.,  4M;  Fere*, 
BOB;  Thomas  W.,  44^L  ILL 

Lines,  Tolly,  232. 

Linlicld.  David.  401  4JM,  400,  4J3i 
Nathaniel.  4J1L  Snmnnl,  401,  413^ 
William,  :iL  nil.  404.  jOjj,  4l  t.  414, 
418. 

Linnehan.  Williatn,  ILL 
Ljpiiett,  K.  IL.  25JL 

LiKCOttlC,   I  '.I  ii  iel,  i-"'1' 

Lisle,  Francis,  20. 

Litchfield,  Liha.MIL 

Little,  James  L. ,  310. 

Lilllcficld,  Aaron,  202,  4JO,  412j  Kd- 

iiiiiiiiI,    IJU,    374j    McribahT  202; 

Micah,  202j  M<»ses,  3JJL.  403,  IfflL 

410. 412;  Nathaniel,  101_l  Samuel, 

2QtL 

Lloyd,  James,  575.  llllL 
I,ocke,  tJcor^e  H..  L4£L 
Ijomar,  William,  41L 
fjomhard,  Joseph  W.,  112. 
Ixmg,  John,  140. 


Longfellow,  Stephen,  08. 

I  Aim:  worthy,  Rer.  Mr.,  MS, 

Luring,  Daniel,  li'.irt 

I/>throp,  S.  K.,  22L 

Lourncy,  Dennis,  444 

Lovell,  ( I, ove we  11 1,  Daniel,  20;  Clen., 

420;  James,  404j  John,  4137410,  121 ; 

Josoph,  374;  Snmuol,  420;  Silas,  374, 

40H.  410.  4  -1 
Ix)we,  John,  211 

Lowell,  Rev.  Dr..  243;  Thomas,  GEL 
•  Lucas,  (Luchas),  Capt.  70;  Henry, 
24.S 

Lndden,  Renjamin,  EL  308,  405,  40^ 
415.  001 ;  Rer.n  or  Rir.er.  408,  4J_L 
412.  415;  FJI,4!Hi4ft214O0i  Joseph, 
558 ;  He*ckiah,  370,  idX[  Lemuel, 
413;  l^vl,  377;  Nathalie!.  403, 407, 
411,  41.',,  422J  Samuel.  412,  420; 
Silas,  37H;  Svlvanus,  4«L  40K,  IIC 
412;  Thomas,  JUL 

Lmlkiu,  flcorge, 

Ludlow,  linger,  20. 

Lnfkin.  Isaac,  421 

Lngg,  John,  JfiL 

Lnnt,  Abb*  W.,  117;  Henry,  440; 
Theotlorn  iL,  448f^\'llliam  F.,"Tx, 
02,  7!^  U&»  ILL  MCL  HL  1«L  1H6, 
2i>L  205^  21!^  22_L  224^  22A  22JL  240, 
245,  308.  4JU.  4:H.  5M7.  QjfcL 

Lusher,  Klenzer,  ?•>,  SBt 

Luzanlcr,  Josepli  M.,  447. 

Irt  ictl,  Jnmns,  4 IX. 

Lyile,  Ryliehl,  3X0. 

Lymh*,  Symou,  fi  1.1 

Lyncs,  Daniel,  410;  William,  4JJL 

Lyons,  John  S  ,  51H 


MacRwan,  William.  533. 
Mailau,  Ahiu'ail,  202;  John,  2U2. 
Mailison,  .laoies,  31i>.  ff7ff. 
Mainanl,  Tear,  HiL 
Mnlny,  Melville,  JJ_L 
Malouey,  David.  444 
Mamuntaso.  Robert,  (Imlian),  45,  47. 
Mann,  (Man),  Renjamin. 202.  4W,  414, 
ICphraim,  403,  412:   Hawtmh.  gtt; 
Horace,  315^  BIO,  010;   Joseph,  37^ 
411.  412.  420;   Lowhm.  2i»2;  Polly, 
gg;  SamiTeV  ll^  418:~Seth.  202. 
4i>  i,  4JHL412. 
|  Mnnnini;,  John,  447;  Michael.  44H. 
!  Manunion.  Joseph.  I  f  mlianl.  47:  Wil- 
I      Himh.  f  IwiliwiK  4li.  41. 
!  Marble,  Luther,  OKL 

March,  John.  212. 
;  Marchout.  15.,  533. 
Manleu,  Frank  M.,  44n 
Mnniuaml,  I'cter,  144,  24JL  24^  550, 
551);  8arah,  144_i  55acl«ariali,  3iL 
i  Marque,  RetcrTT  440,  ALL 
!  Marrain,  John,  415 
Marsh,  .  171:  Abigail,  134;  Am- 
brose, I  U,  l.'»r>;  Anna,  135;  Alexan- 
•Icr,  Kli,  VU^  2J0,  45^  f5TT7  547,  518. 

fi<i3.  w>:  <:iin.s.,  rwi,  ggj  RSImtintl, 
gRl;   ICilwin  W.,  £L  003J  KHsha, 
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100.138,239,  302.  449.  520;  Emily. 
[3g]  K~  &  J.,  520;  (Teorge,  5i>; 
John,  240]  JunutTiiui,  5!>,  134,  13^ 
130,  24TT303,  400,  412,  r._H>.  iT^T-  Jo- 
seph, m,  215,  217,  21s,  M5,  33S, 
340.  590]  Lucy,  239jMur.v,  573]  MT 
mm,  134:  Mooes.  373.  375:  MOMi 
R.gjTM.  B.  &  E.,  003TTAtleiicp. 

Sum wel,  374;  Sophia.  133.  130: 
Susannah.  1357130;   William,  4W? 

Wttooii ,  (io. ~rm , ~utr»,  130,  239,  2i<>, 

-Ml.  370,  520,  025;  ^Wilson  fictions, 

531  

Marshall,  J.  LL  tt,  443:  John,  xiii, 

3>.  rj3.  •■><>.-),  yxi,  2ir7m  r^u  ,u,s., 

410;  Mary.  123;  Saimml."324 ;  Ste- 
phen,  123]  ITiomas,  33, 1H7. 410. 414 

Maratons,  Miss  3J.L 

Martin,  Ambrose,  437 ;  John  W..  44<: ; 
Lot,  437]  Robert,  07_;  Samuel  517, 
ftlK  "  - « 

Mason,  ,  412;  Aaron,  23HL 

Maasey,  (Masse),  Edward,  8Kj  Ene- 
moml,  210;  John,  4JIL 

Mather,  Cotton,  KM,  19L         300,  301. 

atg,  — 

Matiguon,  Father,  274,  22S. 
MatHou,  Tbos.,  13,  30781,  71,  1H8, 
Matthews,  Lyman,  2K8. 
Mattoon,  Ehenezer,  us. 
Maudsloy,  Henrv,  10,  29,  551L 
Maul,  W.  K..2K2. 
May,  Klisha,  U2L 
Muyhow,  Jonathan, 
Muynard,  (Mainard),  l^amlsirt, 

Tutor,  111! 
Mayo,  James,  237;  Lucinda,  'i:t7. 
McCarty,  John,  443. 
McDuuiels,  James,  SSI 
Mcdaiin,  John,  44S; 

447 

MrGlone,  Michael,  447. 

Mcftovcrn,  John,  -447. 

McGrath,  John,  4J_L 

Mcintosh  William,  UJL 

McKoau,  ,  224. 

McKcudrick,  Michael,  140 

McKnhfht,  William,  ILL 

Mcllee,  William,  592 

Mead,  Elisha,  003;  William,  59;  Wil- 
liam P.,  020. 

Meara,  (Mearsh),  James,  175;  (leoigft, 
50.  478.  550.  ti2iL 

MeekiiiH,  (Meedyns),  Thomas,  10,  29, 
m  550.  (A£L 

Melalsett,  Modinu,  550. 

Mellows,  Oliver,  1HL 

Merchant,  Jolin,22L 

Merritt,  N.  T..5JJ;  Kichard,  422. 

Mcscrvo,  W.  P.  1<\,  175.  442. 

Mesorvey,  Konjamiu  iK,  1 10.  441.  445. 


174; 


Thomas  W., 


Mcsaer,  Charles  E.,  44s 
Metcalf,  Stephen,  tUL 
Millard,  Thomas,  20. 

Miller,  Charles  E.,  140,  252,  442]  Eb- 
enezer,  59,  01,  85,  K7,  KM,  H5,  247, 
^249,250,  251,  252,  254.  110.  4!N», 


Ephraim,  410; 


John,  2W] 


550.  025.  02!i;  Edward,  100,  237,  331. 
^3n?T7:T7u7375.  370,  3K0.  :tSl.  3S0; 
Hannah,  2: 17  ;  Jonathan,  420;  Mar- 
tha. 140]  Mr 11*5. 100]  Rebecca,  145] 
Samuel;  3K,  U5,  240.  450,  404,  472 
Mill-,  John)  20,  103,  100,  20s,  210,  215, 
233,327,  300,  37M,  4nii,  55E  5^  503, 
5<il;^WllTIam.  41  is 
Milton,  Benjamin,  4  OS 

Hubert,  403,  4JiL 
Mingo,  (Slave).  510. 
Mitchell,  Charles  It.,  150 

William,  4Ji. 
Molloy,  (Suorxo,  4  I  I 
Moloney,  Thomas  4 13. 
Monk,  Daniel,  434_,  Itobert,  440,  JiL 
Monroe,  James,  575.  see  Monroe. 
Montague,  Mary  W.,  8K. 
M<km1v,  David,  105;  Levi  W.,72;  Uev. 

it.  It..  2B£L 
Moore,  (  Moor),  ('harles  W. ,  :t05;  John, 

29,  550;  John  W.,  21i2. 
M«>r«iuT7>VilHam,  ML 
Morloy,  John,  5.'B»,  559. 
Moriartv,  DennhT  HI. 
Morrison,  Dr.  i  > I . .  227. 
Morraiu,  John,  407 
Morris,  l/ewis,  2ilL 
Morse,  Hazeu,  243;    Itev.  Dr 
Robert,  73]  Stephen  Jr..  443: 
liam,  2G£L 
Mori  hi  i,  Cleortie  W.,  440;  Joseph  W., 
440.  448]  Man  ns.lTlO;  Nalhanhd, 
100;  Salmon,  ,'il>2;  ThiMiias.  2.  5.  7 


173; 
Wil 


i,  524,  542]    William  S.,  72, 


QL  i; 

.04.1 

Moshier,  A.  J.  &  Co.,  A14L 
Moss,  William,  550. 
Mossett,  Thomas,  55! t. 
Molt,  Nuthauiul,  3«j3,  551L 
Moltram,  Thomas,  Uii 
Mount  joy,  (Jeorcc  323^550]  Mary,  ^*>a 
Mower,  William,  2lL 
Muirson,  Ceorge,  247 
Mulfitrd,  John,  Uiil 
Mullen,  Audnsw,  444j  William,  JJ^ 
551L 

Miiun,  Luther.  51 1/517.  5JJL 

Munroe,  Israel  W  ,  141L 

March,  .lames,  Q5U. 

ftlurphy,  Andrew,  443:  James,  444; 

Michael,  444;  1'oter,  4JiL 
Murniy,  John,  251L 
Mycall,  James,  551L 


Nahaton,  William,  (Indian),  45,  LL 
Nash,  Uoujamiu,  373.  374.  375.  4 OS, 
410,  415;  Daniel.  402,  415]  David, 
410;  Krancis.  :«M ;  JacoTiT;"'*,  377, 
4" I,  405,  40K;  Janics.Jit^JJJK.  John, 
443;  John  W.,  443.  TToiiathan,  4<H; 
Mosos,  407,  iUh  4J1,  41_Qj  .SaiiuicT, 
374;  WiTTiain,  439,  003j~Zadoc.  410, 
J-LL 

Neal,  (Neale,  Neil),  Abigal,  370,  550, 
lleujAmin,  3A  IJ7,  212,  2J5,  233, 
404.  501.  54K.  540.  552:  Elijah,  37L, 
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Henry,  Z>,  4JL  07,  IYL  Joseph, 
35,  57,  UL  ^"i  239;  Mary,  117_i  Me- 
hltnble,  1 17:  Samuel,  34. 
Noedham  Ttfeedam),  John,  ."38.  650; 
William,  14,  20,  45,  244,  550. 

Newbury,  Mr..  21 

Newcomh  (Niicom),  Abraham,  407, 

410.  411.  415.  428:  Ahram,  00,  400; 
Ren]itnln  !.».,  442:  Brother*.  ST7: 
Bryant,  52.  238,  40L  4J0,  41T,  4J5, 
42L  425.  442,  4JJL  5T5,  517,  MM;  Brv- 
nnt  TT77  Hiarles,  (I),  41(1,  421. 
024.  020;  Charles  P.,  443]  Charles 
1L  S^~202;  Charles  O.-,  443;  Eben- 
easer,  OOTHl,  4J2,  430.  020,  Il27j  Fran- 
cis, no,  12L  422,  S35j  OoorKe,  110; 
Goody,  540;  Harrison  O.  O.,  442; 
Henry  A.,  447;  Isaac.  550;  Isaac 
T.,  448;  .Tames,  107,  IQgUft  nil, 
r>lH;  .lerusha,  237;  JofinT.35.  50,  jrj, 
ILL  m.  2KL  430.  410.  020;  John  A.. 
2jjO;  John  U.t  00,  020:  Jonathan, 
r.tl,  JH7.  .MX;  MnlachTf  3Z4:  Mar?, 
Kg]  Mir;i7T~Li<L411_i  Mica  jab. 407. 
US:  Oliver,  »io,  4JK  flfi,  4ttj  Peter, 
5L  SSH,  370.  rv7!>j  MR,  40/1,  407,  410, 

411,  415,  440,  548;  IfacheT  535J  TTo^ 
member,  Mfc  Richard.  r»o,  027>:  3am- 
uel,  00,  412.  51L  017.  018.  548; 
Samuel  V  ,  i±>l  Thaddons  H  ,  jjgr 
44(1 ;  Thomas.  «fi,  381,  300,  4i»l. 
I"7,  11",  H  I,  nr..  422;  William,  240; 
Wiiislow  M. ,  14)2;  Kc  Chapin,  51H; 
&  Bichards,  r»lT 

Newell,  William,  222. 

Newman  (Ninnan),  Mr.,  220;  Noah, 

ma. 

Newton,  Anthony,  2$L  * 
Nichols,  Grise,  550;  John,  200:  Joe., 
370 

Nickerson.   ,  623. 

Niirhtinuale,  Alonr.n  A.,  410:  Oharlea 
44li;  Ibininl.  00:  KlxmcxiT,  00, 
85,  2:i.i.  Zjj,  414  .  020:  Genrce.  W>. 
440;  Hannah.  125;  John, 00,  80,  400, 
408.  020:  JoscphVOO,  125,  232.  374, 
37jL  .WO.  020;  .Josiah.  238;  Mehita- 
l.lo,  24_L  Moses,  5J8j  "Rnccles,  020; 
Samuel.  00,  80,  ML  020:  SamuefA~7, 
440,  448;  Sarah,  241;  Solomon,  241. 
440;  Thomas.  230jWilltam,  34,  125. 
203.  3j«,  370;  Wyinan  B.,  410. 

Nilcs,  Ann,  l&L  Benjamin,  101,  20^; 
Ehenoser.   102,  370,  377,  47CTJ  4_Ui 
Elijah.  418;    Klixlia,  USO,  303,  422;  ' 
KliRalM'thTTOIj   Eimch,  122;   Kr.ra.  ' 
375:   Hannah,  535 :  Increase,  304;  '. 
Isaac,  403,  414 -Jacob,  300,  302; 
.lames,  377. "M  407,  400,  414.  410; 
Jane.  fiMTJimn,  101,  102,  20E  ^lil 
375,  377,  403,  410,  ILL  UJL  i^L  5^  i 
Jonathan.  .'175.  377;    Joseph,  374.  ] 
370.  404 .  llii;  JosTTna.  200,  Natli  m- 
iel,  102,  310,  300,  403,  4J4j  Peter, 
102.  418;  Samuel.  38,  40,  l.'l.  |.V>.  I 
HOT,  1C|.  fr;2,  20S,  218.  221    223.  '_'K<;, 

•-^sT?  321  :ui3,  370,  rr,\:  Sihis 

370;  William.  UZ4. 


NiniRrcl  (Imliao),  350^301^303. 
Noistenns,  Job  (Indian),  45,  CL 
Noll,  Henry.  55IL 

Norton,  Edward,  206;  Jacob,  287; 

Madame,  233 
Nott,  Francis  L..  447. 
Noves,  (Noyce).  Daniel,  177;  John, 

375,  444 ;  Oliver.  37j  Samuel,  404; 

HBP;  William.  550. 
NutUne,  Charles  A. ,440;  Edward  W. 

II  ,  440, 412 
Nye,  Daniel  P.,  13. 


O"  Beirne,  Father,  2Z1. 
Oberton,  James,  W.l 

O'Brien,  Michael,  4J2,  443j  Thomas, 
g<l5 

Oiliorne.  Georce.  123:  Polly,' 123. 
Odlin.  John.  187. 
OOley,  D.,  22. 

Oliver.  Daniel.  37:  John.  187;  Jona- 
than, 420;  Thomns,  187,  372,  3iJ3. 

O'Neil,  James.  442. 

Onion,  John,  20. 

Oreut.  Benjamin,  552. 

Oslwirne,  Edward  B.,  529;  John,  440; 
William,  n.y.i, 

Otis.  Harrison  O.,  275.  010;  James, 
523.  BBL 

Owen,  Benjamin.  555;  William,  55iL 
Owi'iim.  Kbnney^r.  -KH,  .'Wi7;  John,  443; 
•lo«iah.  35;  Nnlli;niicl.  3t  ,  212,  llow« 
lainl.  100;  Thomas  P.,  442,  443. 
Oxerthri«l«;c,  Mr.,  205. 


Packard.  Abner  B.,  UL  430,  440,  445; 
Elisha.  434;  Henrv  F..  447:  He.irv, 
T.,  448,  Janies,  400;  l.tirv,  13t',;  Mor- 
U»n,  440,  14_L  448;  William,~f?l3.  130. 
501,  517.  518 

Padtllcfonl,  (  raddlcfoot),  .louathau, 
34,  307,  55!  1 

PiiOlvn.  John.  20,530. 

Pa»e,  llenjamiu,  UM,  108,  30^  44!>; 
Patty.  82. 

Paine.  ( Pane,  Payne),  .  27;  Benja- 
min. 407,  400,  411  4J5,  42L  501j 
David.  374;  Klir.altetli,  5-35;  Henrv 
W..Q11;  Jacob,  374:  JoTTn,  34.  540; 
Jos.  B.,  370;  Mary7T23,  535; TToses, 
13,  14,  3L  07,  123,' 233,  321^  501,  53!», 
.'13,  515.  51C,  .540,  55T^  5Q2;  Nathan- 
i«-l.  3LL  4Q3.  4l>!l,  4  12.  4J3,  415;  Itafdl- 
el,  UoTtert  T  ,  .ItK^  Samuel, 
34,  20iL  210,  213,  2J4,  248,  240,  25J, 
2X5.  Slfl:  Silas,  4^8;  Wneon,  .Tr^ 
Stephen,  00,  123,  100, 375, 530;  ZeTiaT 
423. 

Palfrey,  John  G  010. 

Palmer,  Ann,  5Sf>;  John.  31:  Joseph, 
240,  381.  3K4.  3S5,  3oj,  3^2,  3!V3,  402, 
400.  4J2,  4U,  4.'3,  424,  475,  471),  4ToT 
480,  4s J,  ts<i,  W.  I.S.8,  mi  41)0,  rw,4, 
r,m\;  ^7T<im,1i  |».,5SL  " 

Pauton,  William,  TJi,  0U4_ 

Pares,  Judith,  5JML 


Digitized  by  Google 


G54 


IKDKX  TO  NAM  ICS. 


Park,  Charles,  230;  Edward  A  .  2SL 

Parker,  .  0d7T88,  5Mj  Clus.',  4J3; 

Franola  W.,  827Joh^440,  410;  Taj- 
team  D, ,  417;  Miss,  xt,  xil;  Rich- 
ard,20j  Theodore,  335;  William,  xl, 

335, 

ParkesTWilllam,  70^ 

Parkman,  Rev.  Pr.,224. 

Parmeuter,  John,  3ii7,    Joseph,  34, 

129,  313.  Ml,  3Gt:  Mr.,  5U_;  beacon 

Robert,  2227  5  IS,  551L 

Parrlii,  Alexander.  243j  John,  550. 
I 'arsons.  Elizabeth,  323:  Joseph,  323; 

Robert,  551):  8am  0517323;  Theophi- 

lns,  flU  

Patlee,  William  S_,  149,  152. 
Patterson,  DanieT7410;  James,  442. 
Paul,  Hugh,  410;  John,  83. 
Payson,  Jose]7hT407,  400,  414,  415. 
Peabody,  A.    P.,  227;  Charles  IT, 
203;  William  A.,150. 

Peck",  ,  CO,  530, 

Pecker,  .Tamos,  02H. 
I 'nil,  William,  1st 

Poiin,  James,  23  33:  William, 50.100. 
402. 

Penniman,   ,  lOOj    Amasa,  422; 

Itothner,  42*1;  Dorcas,  155;  Ebeno- 
ler,  4011,4  13, 422;  Elihu,  405j  Enoch, 
4' Hi,  4 1 3 ;  George,  517;  Goodman, 
530;  .Tames,  11^  ETlSX,  isr,,  fflO. 
384.  3U3,  411L  4i2,  12H,  517,  538,  510; 
.1  aunts  'P.,  4^,  o»:t;  .|„i,M(  212.  gtjjj ; 
Joseph,  31,  34,  118. 122.  100,  SW.TfiTT 
30H.  54S.  5077  Nfc7heok;  TFT;  Moses, 
122,  247,  "375;  Ruth,  150i  Samuel, 
31723.3  320,  VIM,  500;  SUiphen,  310. 
4Q-J,  401,  jkj.  411,  413,  418,  027  j 
Thomas,  870.  31  III.  TifrJ.  403.  027; 
Wailing  llM;  WTTTi.un,  1  fx ; ,  3on,  p)7, 
410.  4J5,  417,  4J0,  404;  WmT W7,  412 

Perkins,  Charles  N..  jjg:  Edward  L., 
4  10.  448;  James  H.TTOU;  Jonas,  288 ; 
Thuiiias        10^  liii. 

Pero,  Prince,  ILL  41i 

Perry,  Arthur,  23:  John,  370;  Samuel 
N..  447. 

Pessacus,  (Indian),  :t5!>,  :i0I. 

Phelps.  Capt,  173;  William,  lfL 

Philip,  King,  (Tudiau),  350,  300. 

Phillips,  Eugene  C,  440;  Mr,  105, 
1(10;  Lieut.  Gov.,  173;  Samuel,  08; 
Stephen  C,  010;  S7W.  437:  Weu- 
dall,  OJJj  William,  80,  LiL 

Phlppeny,  Benjamin,  54fl 

Phipps,  (Phips),  O.  IL  O..  233:  Speu- 
cor,  l4Mj  Thomas,  0O,  2337^20;  Wil- 
liam, 307. 

Pickering,  Arthur,  144. 

Pierce,  Ahrahaui,  172.  174 ;  Bartholo- 
mew, 00;  Benjamin  It..  418;  Chas  . 
00,  0_L  200^  028;  Charles  TT74  in.  I  l<i ; 
Charles  K  ,  442;  Ebeneier  W?,  441; 
Eli,  448;  Franklin,  170j  Johu,~flO; 
Launcolot,  00,  028;  f^rnuel  P..  028; 
lattice,  01:  Richard,  408;  Samuel 
S.,  447_i  William,  0j^  303,  422,  02S. 

Pike,  Thomas,  QOJL 


Pitcher.  Jas.,  30Jj  Moll,  404;  Thank- 
ful, (J28. 
Pitkin,  Charles  A.,  341. 
Pitman,  Robert  0.,  Ml- 

Pitt,  ,  3ZL 

Place,  Thomas,  20. 

Plumb,  Hev.  Mr.,  200. 

Phunley,  Alexander,  20:  Joseph,  55!). 

Pococke.  Cordtue.  &y.l7Johii.453.  408. 

Poison,  Joseph,  4JXL 

Pomeroy,  Thaddens,  20LL  2UiL 

Pompey  (slave).  25!l,  4n:; 

Pond  &  Calo,  5112. 

Pope,   ,  434;  Alexander  P.,  440; 

Asa,  102,  £307303,305;  Edmund,  H3, 
84.  332JJohn,  020;  John  AT, 
442;~nemuel.  238,  ItuTph,  418,  Silas 
IT  .  4 42,  443;  William  OTIS.  447; 
&  Penniman,  003. 

Porter,  Abel.  29;  Charles  IT,  H2,  440; 
Daniel,  410;~David.  40* ;  Isaac,  374; 
John,  lUf  Joseph,  403.  401,  409, 
414;  Moses,  502;  Itev.  D7T,  243, 
Samuel,  420. 

Portorie,  (Maude  V.  It.  do  la,  272. 

I '"tier,  ltobert,  40^1:  William,  21L  lilL 

Powoll,  Arthur,  5511:  Thomas,  llii. 

Powers,  Pennis.^n^^OO. 

Powrigh,  Alfred.  4iL 

Pratt,  Aarou,  420:  Arlah,  420j  (Jot- 
ton,  242;  DameT,  3LL  Ull  EIhjii. 
asor,  40T  403.  413.  4IH;  ICIwin  It., 
1 13.  001 ;  .lames,  U1L  Jwssm,  4>U. 
nr.,  111.  412:  John,  375;  John  A  , 
4  lii;  John  W.,  442J- Joshua,  420; 
Josiah,  020:  Lal»au,  420;  Matthuw, 
00,  404,  414,  422]  Nathaniel,  374 ; 
Solomon, 720;  Stephen,  374,  410,421; 
Stillmau  177533;  Thomas,  liO.w;,  :K), 
333,  400,  020  ;~3fe  Hasty.  533. 

Pray.   ,  470;    Itenjamin,  50.  331. 

4^4^  020:  Charles  E..  £10,  411. 
440,  447 ;  Ephraim,  37«i.  550:  James, 
440;  John,  00,  240,  20*1,  40i^  001,  020: 
Joseph,  233,  410.  SOjjMOjUmls'tT; 
240;  Peler,  Hit 

Prescotl,  Abrnm,  200.  (leorge  W., 
5: Ml;  William  C..1LL 

Preston,  Andrew  J.,  412.  44.t 

Price,  Ezekiel,  580;  Mary  P.,  237. 
580:  William,  44H. 

Prince.  Job,  404j  Itev.  Mr.,  223. 

Prior,  Erastus,  438;  Ezra,  237;  Hiram, 
12.  523.  52^ ;  TTJram  H.,  440;  Paran 
II..  442,  443  (see  Pryor). 

Proctor,  John,  300.  H01_,  410. 

Pryor,  John,  2111 

PulTer.  George,  20j  James,  375,  552L 

Pury,  Thomas.  4.r»:t 

Pulsifer,  Pavid,  xiv. 

Putnam,  Arthur  A.,  228;  Itenjamin, 

202;  Henry,  440;  James.  572;  Jos. 

E.,  442. 
Pynchou,  ,  21,  22. 

1  Qnlncy  (Quinsey),  Abigail,  121,  122 ; 
A  (It),  020;  Anna,  205j  C«T,  488; 
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Dorothy,  682;  Edmund  (Puritan), 
11.  14,  22,  23,  24,  46,  47,  191,  230,  5*6, 
537  -Edm  xx  tiT7  Lieu  t.  CoT),  Di  1J4, 
117,  121.  208.  350.  300,  307,  368,  309, 
JVT;  517,  555,  503.  ML  SB,  587;  Kd- 
mundutifljre),fl",  208,  20ft,  211,  218, 
2ir,.  2l!»,  2:  to,  gg,  fij,  2M.  ggj,  BB. 

452.  KT  553;  501,  587.  588.  58!  >;  "Ed- 
mund (Merchant),  WW,  222,  MS, 
Edmund  (son  of  Josiah),  580;  Ed- 
ihiiimI  (the  present),  581*2;  Eliza  Sn- 
w:tn,  245,  587.  SOI;  .fACob.  37JL  589; 
Joanna.  117,  121j  John.  67,  03,  210, 
222,  233^  244^  370,  371,  474,  478,  480, 
550,551,  552^553,504.  ^11  5K8;  TTo* 
Riali  (mm  of  Edmund),  38.~4T>;  222, 
42%.  480,  480,  504,  589,  59?);  TTosfaTV; 
.Ir  (TVitriot).  [21,  122,  3J0,  590;  Jo- 
siah, Hon.  (roii  of  JoAMIt,  -Jr.),  08, 
«».  115.  237.  fflH,  245,  433.  5P1.  5'I2, 
5' Hi;  JoRiali,  .Ir.  (mhi  of  lion.  Jo- 
siah), 55,  HO,  HI  ;  Judith,  587j  Major, 
173;  Mary  J  .4  11;  Norton,  59,  ft^ 
310.  370,  Bar  BE  303.  474.  475,  477, 
4!*>,  020;  Samuel,  BOO. 


Racli,  Conrad,  4ijQ. 
Raines,  Richard,  410; 
Rainsfnard,  Edward,  LSI. 
Italc,  Father.  2U1 

Randall,  llenrv,  193;  John,  550;  Jon- 
athan, 401,  413;~Hleplum,  On,  JJU. 

RandolofiTTevton,  2ULL 

Unnloni,  Robert.  629. 

Rawson,  Ann,  118:  Cato,  422:  David, 
233j  Dvar.  GOlEbenezer,  118^  238; 
Edward,  540;  Elliot,  028]  GrendaT; 
023:  JonalTian,  020:  Mr77*22,  55.  305, 
•MY,.  540.550;  lVTatiah,  233;  Ramunl, 
238;   Tl.ankfnl,  118j   William.  118. 

2T5T540,  ao.  . 

Reside,  John,  21L 

Reed,  Krauci*  1*,  442;  James,  422, 
442:  .lolin,  HO;  MaTv,  292;  Moses, 
134;  Mrs.,  304_i  I'hobe,  KiL 

ItcTTv,  Thomas,  iRL   See  Uiley. 

Revcll^  TliomaR.  220,  540,  551L 

Rewctt.  John,  5JIL 

Key  nor,  John,  117;  .1  uditli,  117. 

Reynolds,  William  W  .  tin 

Rice,  ,  107,  173,  524;  Alexander 

11^310  01_1;  Ocorcn  M.,  W«;  Luth- 
er, 3JT;  Robert,  187j  fluth,  695: 
ThomaR.  ilii. 

Rich,  Cant.,  52-3:  Roltnrt,  405, 

Richard*.  I  >aniel.  410;  Jeremiah,  370; 
John,  43,52;  Joseph,  UJL  515,  510, 
517.  618;  Lvsauder,  518;  I  a  Marnier 
S.,  Ulii  Milltll  ft  tki.TBTI,  512,  515, 
510.  518;  &  Munn,  5_LLi  SNow- 
comb.  517. 

RirhardRon,  Benjamin,  407.  Iln.  4 1  5 ; 
Daniel,  4J_L 

Richmond,  Ahxerther,  411 

Rieker,  Mart^i,  l3iL 

Riokett,  Ricflnnl,  2SL 

Riddle,  I»avid,  24jj  iRaar.  10»L  230, 
334_ 


Rideout,  James  W.,  442;  Luke,  150; 

Luke  A.,  mi 
Rifonl,  (Wriford  or  Blford),  John, 

jWOj  Jonenh,  VI5,  4J0,  4Ji 
UfTerl  Charlea  D~T4  to,  447.  See  Reily. 
Ripley,  John,  3m;  Mr.,  mi ;  Samuel, 

42*». 

IIojm  Ii,  John  W..  48L    Soo  Roche. 
Kohldiifl,  Chandler,  225,  220j  Kdward 
H.,  !W.  028;  JameR  M  ,  4.V>,  404,  472; 

Rev.  Mr.,  223;  8amnofr370. 
Rol)orL«on.  John   608;    JoReph  W., 

118,  LL5. 

Robinion,  B.,  437;  William  W.,  440. 

Roche,  .  27JL   See  Roach. 

Rockwell,  Julius,  fill.  * 

Rock  wood,  John,  ">,?.' 

Itotldon.  Father,  27L  278, 

RosnrR  (RiMlzcra).  ClmrloR   A.,  442; 

Clift.  200,  284;  David,  20:  OtjR,  410; 

O.  T.,  51L;  O.  T.,  St  Co.,  51^  512, 

517.  518;  TheiMlorc,  508 
Roro.  FramdR,  550j  (Joorno,  20,  \IH. 
RoMltor,  DavhfTlW:  Kdward72Q. 
Rotch,  William,  ion. 
ItotiRRelet,  T>oni«,  212. 
Itowe  (Row),  Charles  H..  283;  Han 

nah,  00;  John,  523,  QgL 
Rubbuck,  Thomas,  420. 
Rudderham,  William  K.,  iiiL 
Rusnles,  Renjamin,  253;  (leorce,  08. 

550;  John,  125,  12gT233.  214.  :HM. 

32»,  370.  380,  548,  550,  503,  50L  ; 

Josiah,  120j  Mary,  125,  120;  Sarah, 

iaa 

Rusr,  Richard,  &SJL 

Russell.  Edward.  445;   Ezekiel,  200; 

Joshua,  370:  Noabdiah,  647:  Itev. 

T.  C,  280;  ThomaR,  8lL 
Ryan,  Dennis,  428;  JameR,  274,  447. 
Ryder,  Jamea  £77  142,  413 

ftacau.  Martin,  :w»7. 

SafTonl.  Daniel,  503;  Nathaniel  F.,38. 

Sa^e,  SylveRUsr,  2&I 

SalRbury,  Ste|dten,  374. 

Salter.  Nicholas.  550j  William,  Ifit 

SalUmRtill,  RiclutrdT  l&L 

Sampfonl  (Sanfoard),  John,  U,  22, 

23.  24,  187 
Sampson,  Charles  M  ,  440. 
Sanliorn,  Dr.,  43SL 

Sarcent  (Semant),  Esekiel  C,  512; 
r«itnit1*  M.,  145,  flOOj  MaidiiiR,  TPT; 
Marv,  145;  Mr.,  30;  Walter  C,  442; 
Wiliiam,  373.  . 

SauuderH  (Sanders),  Ann,  121;  Renja- 
min, 00,  400,  020;  Elizabeth,  124, 
510,  Hil;  John,  <».  8^217^323,535 
IQlt;  Jos..  :iift;  JoRiab,  370;  Lydia, 
124;  Martin,  32.  33,  34.  <;7.  74,  104. 
105,  lMl_.  35S,  301,  535,  538,  63£  510, 
517.  518.  551 1.  508j  SnsaunanT  124, 
323;  William,  tTOTlO,  124,  G2C 

Savage,  ('apt..,  70;  Epbraim,  452,  471; 
Jam.  S.,  .508;  Sarah,  452.471;  Tbos.. 
42.  4_L  Jii-  E.  JH3,  180.  187,  200.  4,58. 

Savil  (Savill,  Savillo,  Savel),  Abigail, 
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128;  Benjamin,  34,  00,  211,  231.  507. 
(•■•-'ii;  Charles  U,  112;  Edmund.  .00; 
K.Tward,  420,4^25:  Kdwln  H.,  332; 
Kllsha,  12TT127;  George  W7,  447; 
Hannah,  127;  Henry  M.,44Bj  Job. 
127;  .Tohn7l08,  238.  303,  332. 
•121,  440;  John  F  ,  112.  li/L;  Joslah", 
p8]  Nathaniel,  40^ 414:  Nici.  54!'; 
T\itience,  127;  Samuel/  34_i.  50/~00T 
102,  lift,  127,  128,  130,  174.  17M,  17'.*, 
212,  233.  ggl  244.  :M>2,  303,  301,  300, 
KW,  420,  548,  020 ;  ^William,  45,  2LL 
•  304  5411. 

Sawhi  (8a wen),  Eliphalet,  302,  3JH, 
4^400,  414,  418. 

Sawyer,  Conant.  293-  Henry  M. ,  443. 

Scanned,  Patrick,  443. 

Scnnt.  William,  551L 

8chmi(]t,  William.  443. 

Schrontonbrack,  Conrad,  480. 

Scott,  Duke.  411:  John,  555;  Mr., 583; 

Peter,  55!) ;  ITolMtrt.  2*. I,  31;  Stephen, 

55!). 

Bcmlder,  David,  100]  John,  40M. 

Scale,  .lull ii,  ri.r)ii 

Sc. 1 1 1 ,  Jabcx,  551L 

Seaton,  Andrew,  174. 

Seaver,  William,  238,  320,  333,  340, 

431.   See  Sever. 
Sedgewick,  Major,  454. 
Scjrer,  Harriet  A.,  878:  William,  878. 
Sellake.  Daniel,  10. 
Sri leu,  Thomas,  30. 
Sover,  Thomas,  377:  William.  DfL 
Sowall,  David,  x;  J.  It.,  347;  Judge, 

xl,  LCk  Itov.  Mr., 223j  Samuel,  205; 

Samuel  K..  010. 
Seward,  William  II.,  'ML 
Shackley,  Jonas,  Xt7,  440. 
8hal)pa*se,  Jopannscliard,  122. 
8harp,  Iloliert,  30. 

Shaw,  Benjamin,  411;  Kbene/.er.  237; 
Henry,  010;  LL  EmerHon.440:  Isaac, 
374 ;  Julm,  374,  4IOj  Uiehard,  414. 

Sheahan,  Timothy,  447j  William,  Hi 
Shod  (Shode),  DanieTTTOx  551L 
Shoon,  William  G.,  440,  HA  440. 
ShHludd,  Deborah,  12-1;  Kdmiiud,  123, 

55'.);  Surah,  12J. 
Slioldon,  O.  Ii.,  517,  51it 
Shelley,  ,  22. 

Sheppard  (Shepard,  Sheopard),  Geo., 

30;  John,  16j    Mr,  321j  Samuel, 

55!);  Thomas,  553. 
Shirley,  Halph,  142,  143;  Win.,  112. 

143.  107,  178,  300.  370 
Shooter,  Peter,  55UL 
Shortland,  Thomas,  443. 
8hove,  Nathaniel,  5511 
Slirimpton,  Ilenrv,  30;  Madam,  3JL 
Shute,  Hev.  Mr.,*223T 
Sidcliuger,  Zona*  U  ,  112. 
Silvester  (Sylvester),  llenjiimiu,  55!); 

Philip,  403,  1111 
Simons,  Peres,  411;  Thomas,  30. 
Simpsou,  John  A.,  1QJL 
Sin  not,  Waters,  30. 
8killings,  Reuben,  410. 


Skinner,  George  W.,  202. 

Slono,  David,  4(^40^414;  John,  403, 

408.  400,  IHjl'eter."^,  408.  4TiT>7 

414. 

Small,  J.  W..2C3. 

Smalley,  George  L.,  445,  417. 

Smith,  (Stnvthe),   ,_22  ,  223j  Ahi- 

KhIIj  401,872;  Avis,  2!>2Tl>anTel  D., 
201);  Edmund,  410,  ilii  Kliphalct, 
204 ;  Klixubuth,  138,  Henry,  IBS; 
nrVnrnam,  441;  I  soar,  3J5.  4Q3, 
414  ,  420;  John,  1,  443j  J.  V.  TTT 
:«¥>;  Mary,411L:  Matthew,  30j  Mat- 
thew II.,  200;  Philip.  373.  Stephen 
8.,  203:  ThoiiiHS,  1111  441:  Timothy, 
40  irVernon.  443.  447_TWllliam,  138, 
240.  401,  41)2,  572;  Zeba,  2512. 

Smouse,  George,  48L 

Snell,  I  anchor,  2JJQ, 

Snivel v,  Thaddeus  A.,  Rev.  287. 

Snow,  ,  824j  Jabess,  370. 

Suowden,  James,  41 1 

Soley,  Johu,  '.U*t. 

Solon,  David,  :'.74. 

Sopor,  Itonjamin,  55!);  Rdmimd,  150. 
300,  3'.r2,  404.  405.  422;  Kiiiiteo,  |5l>j 
Jesse  C  ,  150;  Mart  hit.  150:  Theo~jnV 
ilus,  180. 

Souther,  Francis  L  .  440,  441,  417; 
Horace  O.,  440;  John.  100,  108,  2^3, 
242,  243,  4037Ili!L 

Sparldeii,  Kdwanl,  10. 

S|M!ar,  Abigail,  130;  Alpheus,  200; 
Itenony,  373j  ('has.  H.,  330;  Chris- 
tophor  A.,  440;  Daniel,  102.  124. 
237,  '238,  240,  241,  '~L^  2_iL  400, 

412,  020;  ~DItnieT  1X7440:  Deorimr, 
101,  lOa,  400,  411.  412.  411-  418;  Kb- 
enetor,  34,   101,  20H;    Kdwnrd  A.. 

4Ji,TJ5.446:  Kli,  403.  407,  400, 
410,  415;  HflihW.  125:  TSfijahT  251 
23!),  QQ2j  Kliieal>etTirl25:  Frances. 
211;  Hannah,  124, 202;  Horace,  443. 
Isaac,  30L  303,  403"i~Jacoh,  403,  400, 
407.  410,  414,  415,  4 VP;  Jason,  125; 
John,  00,  123,  124,  233,  238,  242,  3TT 
42!).  4:»;  .Tosoph.  T7TT7  4Q3,  4t>!),  410. 
■IL'ii,  ii'27 ;  Joseph  K..  4hi;  .lowlina. 
IRtt;  Judith,  125;  Justin,  I  Hi;  I  Ann- 
uel, 403,  40!),  414;  Luther,  241,  400, 
414,  415,  410;  Moses,  300,  403,  414, 
418;  Tfaticv,  202;  Nathaniel,  31.  124, 
101,211;  OtisTSfe;  Polly.  202,  Kich- 
urd,  4l>!),  412;  Samuel,  3L  124,  212, 
237,  403,  4(^7408,  400.  41J,  4JLL  115, 

4in.  421.  518,  5io,  885;  8iMBaal  H  , 
442;  Sarah,  202^  Setli,  50,  80,  l_2i, 
130,  241,  4H).  412.  OJti;  Simeon.  415, 
Steplien,  125;~V\itrren  i).,  410;  Wil- 
lium,  00,  121,  233,  240,  375.  400.  410. 
412.  020:  %eh.~020;  Zoha,  202,  2HL 

S|ieneer.  Samuel,  550. 
SpiM>r,  John,  30. 

Sprague,  A.  W.,  207;  John,  G2S  020; 

Philip  8.,  4J2.  - 
Sproule,  Alexander,  443  P 
Snuamog  (Si|uainaug,  Indians),  Dan- 

iel,  45,  47;  Hezekiah  II  ,  552. 
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Standish,  Miles,  7,  8,  \J_ 

Stanuyon,  Anthony,  30. 

St  a]  lie*,  Samuel,  550 

Star  buck.  Edward,  281;  George,  447. 

8iearns  (Sterns),  Ceorce,  171,  615; 
Henry,  31:  Levi,  Jr.,  412.  " 

Stehhins,  Eli,  508 

Sled  man,  llcnjamln,  553.  550. 

Stephens,  Isaac,  400;  Joseph,  550; 
Paletiah,  375;  liobert.  30,  550;  8am- 
uel,  374;  Wiii.,  418_   See  Stevens. 

Kiel  son ,  A  inaaa,  348,  349;  Amos,  00, 
374.  410.  412;  ftenjamin,  376,  377, 
403,  400.  414;  Charles  K.,340;  CfTai^ 
lotte.  202:  (Tideon.  4Q3,  411.  412.  414. 
420;  John,  340, 400,  4TC  Jonathan, 
2!>2;  Unfits,  403^  407^  415^  422. 

Stevens,  ftenjumiu,  22",  437  8ee 
Stephens. 

Stiles,  Kzra.  5J_L 

Stllphin,  Cornelius,  410. 

Stoddard  (Stoder),  Anthonv,  30,  33; 
Out.  494:  James.  403.  421:  John, 
:r77.  550;  Judson.  180;  Hitiiiiirl.  411. 
4111;  Stephen,  42Jj  Thomas,  42L 

Stole,  John,  480. 

8tone,  Daniel  J.,  2«2j  John. 

Stnrer,  ltichard.  3T1 

8torey,  Nathaniel,  QQQ. 

8torrs,  Ann  8  ,  100;  Uev.  Charles 
B..  1GJL  Harriet,  160;  Uev.  Uich- 
aril  8.,  150,  100,  2H0,  287;  Sarah  8., 
IflQ, 

Stott,  ftenjamin,  550. 

Stonahtim,  Israel,  20,  42,  00,  70,  184, 

181'.,  805. 
Slreeter,  Sebastian,  2tffL 
Strong,  Caleh,  00,  173,  000;  Edward, 

xiv;  Jonathan,  280,  20T7~ 
Stnbbert,  Uev.  W  illiam  F.,  203,  2>L 
8tubinK.  (Seorue  M.,  478,  480,  550. 
8nherbnliler,  Sebastian,  JiLi. 
Sullivan,    James,    07^  277,  278,  000; 

William,  UK, 
Sumner,  Increase,  OH,  4*tl .  000;  Jesse- 

iilah,028;  Nathaniel.  550;  William, 

4Q7.  41/L 
Surah,  John,  48ft 

Sutton,  H— ehlah,  400;  Letnoel,40il 
Swain,  Joseph,  550. 
SwceUcr,  Theodore  H..  01 1. 
Swift,  Itarnabas,  80,  020]  Thomas,  80 
Syder,  Frederick,  4IS,  fiOJL 
Symmes,  Khutor  B..  323;  Sarah,  205; 
Thomas,  323;  William,  206. 


Taft,  Klenzer,  4JJ3,  115,  418;  Joseph, 
410;  Moses,  201 ;  IMiincas.  414;  lUtv. 
Mr  ,223. 

Talliot,  John.  440;  Thomas,  OIL 

Talnott,  ,  10,  211 

Tanr.y,  William  F. ,  440,  ML 

Taylor,  Rdmtmd  ft.,  22,  55.  08j  Uev. 
Kdward  M..  280:  Uev.  K.  T.,  20Hj 
John,  550:  UnvTMr.,  221;  Thomas, 
238,  430;  William,  G28. 

TcnneyTKev.  Francis  !>.,  288. 


Terrv.  Mr  .  517, 

Thacher,  Mr..  205,  218;  Oxonbridge, 
500:  PeUsr,  154. 

Thathson,  Thomas,  550 

Thayer,  Abel,  375,  370:  Aimer,  422; 
Abraham.  405,  408,  411,418.  420.  B2T; 
Alexander,  4J2,  4 IB;  Amasa,  4 22 : 
Amos,  421 ;  Anrf;  l~27 ;  fturuaha*, 
400,  413,  422;  ftarthnlomew,  4<».4K), 
413,  4IK;   Itenjantin,  401,  40J_i  415, 

420,  027 ;  Caleb,  150,  373,  4J4.  4lfit 
Calvlr77~404.  41*1.  4Q8,  411,  412.  415; 
Christopher,  370.  405;  Cornelius,  35, 
272;  Daniel,  101  -David,  411,  4  IT; 
Dorcas,  501 ;  Kheiiejjer,  35,  2<>8,  310, 
370,  3H0,  381^  385,  301,  303,  402,  4JM, 
4»5.  408,  415.  417.  Iff.  B7.  4W0.  501. 
504.  505  .  027 ;  "ETihit,  3037  440; 
Elijah,  374,  370,  400,  4J2;  FJTplialet, 
411,  Ktiphav7lfl7±l2,  422;  Klka- 
nab,  405,  4"!',  4111.  027;~Ephraim. 
1.58,  :i28.  :n4.  4m,  405j  4>w,  400,  in, 

417.  418.  420;  CaTnT.  80,  400,  413; 
UrOfWB,  237.  443;  Cideon.  370,  H2T; 
Cideon  F  ,  520,  5.30;  Cioo«Ty7  510; 
Henn-,  410;"Her.ekiah.  403,  410; 
Isaac,  307^  403,  405,  408,  4M0,  4JA 

418,  422;  .lames.  174,  40^  420;  Jere- 
tnhTh,  40JL  400,  414:  Jesse,  374; 
John,  34,  mk  27.1."2T4I  275.  270.  377, 
MM,  4U5,  4iMi,  408,  4147415.  422;  Jan- 
aihan,  SDL  4<W,  40JL  418;~Jo>|tlia. 
202,  370,  400;~Jo>dah.  4ft<  404.  410. 
Ill;  I/emuel.  328,  370T~lievT7  403, 
414;  Lnt her,  422;  Mlcah,  400,  414; 
WTisea,  101_i  Nathaniel.  34,  150,  47157 
501;  Nohcmiah.  405,  400.413]  ti^XT, 
375.  403,  405,  410^  413,  iliL  Oliver, 
405,  400.  411,  412,  414,  418;  Paul, 
377,  403,  400,  411.  414:  Peter,  374. 
4'>0,  413;  rhili]T4"»74l>8.  413;  Ueu- 
lsm.  413  .  414  ,  027 ;  Uev.  J7TT  ,  255: 
Itloharrl,  ^ILlilli^iiLiLl^L 
40.  no.  5_L  ?LL  5j«.  57,  304,  305,  ;w,<;. 
:u;r,  374,  iiiM,  i«r>,  410.  414,  027.  02! i; 
Kufus.  4<n,  411.  027;  Samuel,  31, 
412;  Samuel  \V\,  404j  Sarah.  15H; 
Shadrack,  9HL  202:  Simeon,  375. 
4Q4.  400.  413,  418.~fl27:  Solomon,  TTvT, 
4(15,  408,  114,  41H7SylvaniiK,  310, 
Wf.  Wil  87*157776;  Theophllus, 
08,  237;  Thomas,  307127:  Tlmothv, 
403.  404,  iW,  4  K  i,  413,  414,  415,  418. 

421.  422;    Uriah,  404j  108,  4_U;  W  il 
liaiu.  377.  4<>4,  408.  4om  413,  41«,  422; 
William  F7T447:  "Zarliiirlah.  42'>; 
Zachnriah  M.,  14_L  UX^iU^  4J3,  (i.'s 
Zaeheos,  202,  375,  403;    Z.  hali,  4[N, 
418.  422;  .t  White, 

Thaxter,  John,  Jr.,  412;  Samuel,  218, 
373.  375 

Thomas,  Erasmus,  448;  (leorjre,  72. 
403.  405,  4Ml  Isalih,  I77_l  John, 
till;  Joshua,  100;  8amiieT744lL 

Thompson,  ,  301;  Anna  ft..  347; 

Charles,  377 ;  Mrs.  M.  8«eTonipsou. 
ThwiuR,  I^STwanl  P.,206_i  Lydia,  5i5_ 
Tlleston,  William,  llST^ 
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Tilley,  .InmiM,  409^  ILL 

Tina:.    See  Tynjjo. 

Tirrell,  V.Una.  P.,  xiv  ,  2j^  430:  Ooo., 
440;  James  E..  330.  412:  44H;  Jon., 
00,  4J2,  020;  Natlian,  400^  412,  42H, 
020;Qmncy.  442;  Thomas,  43L  4J1L 

Tolman,  <lilbert~A"7,  292:  Sar7ih7  202; 
Thomas  W. ,  202,  2937"^ 

Tomas,  William,  551L 

Tomlin,  John,  122. 

Tompsnn,  Abigail,  323;  Anno.  110, 
MIS,  iV»ltt  2ziL"  Benjamin,  34,  47.  Ifti. 
3i:t,  310,  m  321.  .{22.  323T32L  325, 
510,  ML  rVQiL  iiilii  Edward,  lfti; 
Ilhy.aUilb,  Q8,  323;  Elhmor,  323; 
Ilamiah,  1 1 H , :  123 •""Phi Hp,  323;  Sam- 
uol,  54,  jjH,  100,  212,  232,  203.  240. 
325,  338,  3B9,  5IL  548,  563;  Sarah, 
ITH- "Susannah,  3237f\YTTTTam.  xlii, 
SL3L  L!A  ill,  "Tiff.  104,  195.  lixj. 
1117.  108,  fig),  200.  BB.  202,  845,  jKjjj, 

3u>,  ira,  538,  m  sutiTn.mn.Hou. 

Tool,  John,  4JJL 

Toomey,  Michael,  443. 

Topshain,  James,  4:;T 

Torrey,   Benjamin,  412j  Elizabeth. 

34  1 ;  Joshua,  104j  Samuel,  231 ;  Wil- 

Ham,  1Q1L 
Tosh,  William,  6511. 
Totman,  Freeman  M  ,  440.  447. 
Tower,  Abraham,  421 -Gideon.  403, 

400,  414;  James,  41M,  405,  413;  ,Ta7i7 

A.,  ail;  John,  37_L  375,  404;  Joseph, 
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